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      Plume nestled snugly among the musty bales of straw in the old barn. With feline precision he licked his silky black fur clean with a pink tongue. It had been another failed attempt to find warm food in the pouring rain, but Plume tried not to think about that. Tomorrow would come soon, and tomorrow was a new day.

      Plume grew up, as many cats do, living on a farm, so every day was a challenge to scavenge for scraps of food. In the farmyard, it was every cat for itself.

      Plume felt weak from being sick, which caused him to hide away and sleep even more than cats usually do.

      He heaved a deep sigh. The white tip of his tail shivered briefly, and he fell into a dreamless sleep, his fur cold to the touch.

      Plume opened one eye at the strange, ominous sound that woke him. He crawled deeper into the damp, musty straw and tried to ignore it

      "Swoosh... swish-swoosh… A dangerous swishy-thing-on-a-stick made him huddle further into the straw. He wanted to scamper away quickly, but Plume was too weak. Instead he hissed threateningly.

      But the object above him took no notice. With a gentle but firm swoosh Plume was entangled in a tightly woven net. The last thing Plume remembered was being lifted up by warm, strong hands.

      In the big city, hidden behind impressive high walls, there was an animal shelter.

      "Hmm-hm," the vet muttered. "Come on, little one, try to wake up." He was worried about his newest patient, the weakened black kitten with an adorable white tip on his tail.

      It was the vet's gentle but persistent voice that stopped Plume from sleeping any deeper. He felt strong fingers rubbing his ears. Slowly, Plume awoke.

      While asleep the vet had given him strong medication, and he felt new warm strength flowing through his fur, making him tingle.

      "Hey, little fella, are you awake?" Plume slowly opened his soft green eyes. The vet lifted him up, brought a blanket and placed him in a safe space. With a scraping sound the vet pushed a bowl of food towards Plume, who gobbled it down quickly before anyone else could eat it.
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