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			Moses Ekebuisi is a Biomedical Sciences graduate of the University of Bradford, in the United Kingdom. Born in Nigeria, he now lives in the UK.

			Moses carried out a research with other scientists in the Clinical Oncology Unit at the University of Bradford. He is a co-author of the publication in the journal, Annals of Oncology.1

			Moses also carried out a research with other scientists at the University of Leeds, investigating the effects of agricultural chemicals on some soil organisms. He is a co-author of the publication in the Journal of Applied Entomology.2
			It was a combination of Moses’ scientific background and mystical experience in agricultural science research that inspired him to write his first book, Interconnectedness of Life. It was the same experience that led to his writing this novel.

			Moses is also a musician. He performs world music for audiences. Based on his research on the therapeutic benefits of musical rhythms, he now runs African drumming classes and relaxation sessions for improving well-being. This is in addition to his music performance. More information about his music and books can be accessed on his website, https://www.mosekemusic.co.uk 
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			His books are available in all major book retailers. 
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			INTRODUCTION

			The novel is set in the prehistoric age in Europe. It draws on my scientific background and mystical experience, and tells the prophetic tale of a prosperous farmer who started using chemicals on the land – to his eventual cost. It was in the middle of his suffering that he received a mystical call that directed him what to do to recover from his agricultural disaster. By following the direction, he solved his problem and revealed to mankind the mysteries of nature, the position and role of man in nature, and the validity of the concept held by the mystics of the past. The concept is that no life exists in isolation, independent of the others.

			I was inspired to write the novel after becoming aware that a concept held by the mystics of the past is in agreement with today’s scientific findings. The concept is that all life is interconnected, that nothing exists in isolation and so, the real nature of individuals and events can only be correctly understood in the context of their connections with all others. This belief is held by Buddhists.

			The belief is also found in the Gaia Theory. Gaia was the Greek goddess of the Earth. Her theory indicates that no life exists independently, but rather that all Living things are interconnected, forming a system where through their interactions with each other and their surroundings, they ensure their well-being and survival.

			This belief is also expressed in the Catholic Bible, Sirach 42: 24–25. To quote the expression: “All things exist in pairs, one opposite the other, and he made nothing that was incomplete. Each thing strengthens the good parts of the other; who can get enough of seeing God’s glory?” This is an expression of mutualistic relationships between different organisms where through their interaction, each perfects the well-being, life and survival of the other.

			So, the belief held by different mystics of the past totally agrees that all life evolved together to interact with each other and through this, they ensure their survival. Today, this belief has been proved valid by modern science. I experienced this in one of my scientific research projects in agricultural science. (The details and data of the research are in my first published book, Interconnectedness of Life). The research took place at the Leeds University farm in the United Kingdom.

			The aim of the research was to investigate the effect of agricultural pesticides on the soil organisms. We observed that on many occasions, in the plots where the pesticides were applied, the grass yield was higher than in the plots where they were not applied. We thought that the grass high yield in the plots with the pesticides was because the pesticides killed pests in the grass, leading to the better yield. But we were wrong. The population of the pests in the plots with the pesticides was not significantly less than the population in the plots without the pesticides. So, this occurrence became a phenomenon beyond our explanation. It was in the middle of this research that I had a mystical experience.

			One night, I was in a deep sleep. It was like I was in a trance state. Then I heard the head of the project calling me in a loud, pressing and excited voice. On my answering the call, he raised up a sheet of white paper which was shining like a dazzling sun. He told me that it was on the paper that the reason behind the high grass yield in the plots with the pesticides was written. From where I was, I could not see anything written on the paper except the dazzling white light that was coming from it. So, I attempted to move closer to him, but he told me in a loud and powerful voice that I should not come close or attempt to touch the paper because it was too powerful for me. He said that instead I should stay where I was and listen to a voice which was to read out what was written on the paper. So, I listened and suddenly saw the Leeds University farm secretary. In a gentle, clear voice, she read out this:

			“The animals supply the needs of man;
 the plants supply the needs of the animals;
 for all the soil organisms, bits and pieces assembled together,
 mimic the ecosystem in order to supply the needs of the plants.”

			When I woke up, I pondered on the ecosystem mentioned in the information. The ecosystem is a system of interdependent organisms, a community of organisms where the organisms interact in an interdependent manner and through this, they ensure their well-being and survival, as well as ensuring the required conditions for the continuity of the whole system.

			In every field crop, there is a group of organisms known as the natural enemies. They kill the other organisms including the crop pests, or they reduce the reproductive potential or the number of the other organisms. Through these ways, the natural enemies regulate the populations of the other organisms, maintaining the populations at the required levels in the environment. The natural enemies include predators and parasites.

			In the research, I was the one who was sampling the soil organisms and recording the numbers. So, I went to the laboratory where the data was stored. I looked closely at the number of different groups of organisms in the data. Usually, the population of many of the groups of the organisms in the plots treated with pesticide was reduced to be lower than the population of those in the plot without the pesticide. We were aware of this. But what we didn’t notice was that the population of one particular group of the organisms known as oribatid mites was increasing as the population of the other groups was decreasing, and the more the population of the other groups decreased, the more the population of the oribatid mites increased. I also noticed that the more the population of the oribatid mites increased, the higher the grass yield. This means that the increase in the grass yield was connected to the increase in the population of the oribatid mites.

			The mites play an important role in maintaining soil fertility. They depend on the plants for their food and in return the plants depend on the mites for nutrients that enable their growth and good yield. The food which the mites feed on is plant litter. The plants shed the litter, giving it to the mites. By feeding on the litter, the mites play an important role in decomposing the litter, releasing nutrients in them and putting the nutrients back into the soil for the plants to absorb through their roots. Today, scientists are using the mites in organic farm research. They found that the nutrients which the mites release from the litter are better than the conventional fertilizer which farmers use. For example, the nutrients enabled an okra plant to flower and bear fruit (pods) earlier and the pods were bigger than the ones obtained from an okra plant grown in a soil with the conventional fertilizer.

			It also emerged that the increase in population of the mites in the plots with the pesticide was connected to the changes which the pesticide made in the population of the natural enemies. Just as the natural enemies control the population of the pests, ensuring that the population doesn’t grow above the required level in the environment, they also control the population of the mites, maintaining it at a specific level. When the pesticide was applied, it remarkably reduced the number of the natural enemies, thereby giving the mites’ population the freedom to rise above usual. Also, since the mites live under the litter, the litter protected them from the pesticide. These factors led to the increase in the grass yield. So, the increase in the grass yield was the result of chain of changes which the pesticide initiated – all organisms including the crop are interconnected and a change in one, leads to a change in the other.

			This finding and other independent research validate the concept held by the mystics of the past: that no life exists in isolation; that all life is interconnected and that the real nature of individuals or events can only be correctly understood in the context of their connections with all others.

			In his teaching in the Bible, 1 Corinthians, 12: 4-26; St Paul, one of the most important figures in the apostolic age revealed that modeling a religious community on the concept, leads to achievement of spiritual success: just as the organisms in the natural system have their unique characteristics which enable them to interact for perfecting and sustaining each other, that Christian community is a unitary body and the individuals in it have their own unique characteristics which are a variety of spiritual gifts. The spiritual gifts include a gift of wisdom, a gift of knowledge, a gift of prophecy, a gift of healing. He said that the particular way in which the gifts are distributed is for a good reason. He likened the individuals with the different gifts to different parts that form one unitary body where they function in an interdependent manner – an interrelationship where a function in which one part lacks the gift to carry it out, the other has; the success of one part becomes the success of the other part; if one part is hurt, all the parts are hurt with it. If one part is given special honour, all parts enjoy it. He stressed that the force that stimulates the function of the gifts is love and that one without love will not be willing to share his own gift, thereby making his gift useless.

			St Paul also revealed that no matter how weak a gift of an individual may seem, the gift is indispensable to the existence of the whole system. A similarity of this can be seen in the forest which itself is also a system of interdependent organisms where seemingly weak plants like saprophytes and lianas play significant roles in the survival of the forest.

			It is now obvious that the concept held by the mystics of the past, complements science, and the mystics perceived the concept through their religions. This then raised the question: Could it be that religion and science complement each other? A great scientist, Albert Einstein gave the answer by saying yes in his essay (Einstein’s Essay “Science and Religion”, published in 1954). To quote him: “Science without religion is lame, religion without science is blind.”

			The answer points out that religion, unless it is abused, may not be needless. It is an integral part of humanity which evolved for a good purpose. It is part of cultural practice across the whole world, where in one part of the world, one form of it exists, and in the other part, a similar form if not the same type exists. My consciousness of this fact led to my looking closer at the ancient religion in the culture where I originated. Although I am a British citizen, I came from the Igbo culture in the southeast of Nigeria. I noticed that the Greek goddess of Earth, Gaia was the same goddess which the ancient Igbos worshipped. In-fact both have the same name. The Greek word, Gaia means the land or earth. The name of the ancient Igbo goddess is Ala or Ani, depending on the dialect. She is the goddess of fertility and morality; the queen of all deities and the author of the law of the earth. Her name, Ala or Ani means the land or earth. (Ref: ‘Things Fall Apart’, by Chinua Achebe: “Before it was dusk, Ezeani who was the priest of the earth goddess, Ani, called on Okonkwo in his Obi, ‘The evil you have done can ruin the whole clan. The earth goddess whom you have insulted may refuse to give us her increase, and we will perish…. ‘You will bring to the shrine of Ani tomorrow one she-goat, one hen, a length of cloth and a hundred cowries.’”

			The ancient Igbos also had stone cult similar to those found in ancient Europe. Expression of the cult is found in one of the sayings of the ancient Igbos: ‘Agbakide nkume ogho alunsi’, meaning, if stones are put together, they turn into a deity. If the ancient Igbos had an access to the Stonehenge in Europe, they would only see and interpret it as a giant stone cult for invincible deities.

			With the above experience, I was inspired to write this novel. The setting is in the prehistoric age in Europe, when people were practising the ancient religion, when their laboratory was their religious monuments and when their mystical insight was very sharp. It was the period in which they lived very close to nature and their folk stories were about organisms in their natural environment. It was the period they used draft animals for ploughing their agricultural land and for transporting heavy loads.

			The novel reveals the mysteries of nature, man’s position in nature and his required role. It brings to light the meaning and validity of some of man’s behaviour which might have been previously perceived as irrational. It unveils how science and religion complement each other.
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			Chapter 1

			In the ancient world, at the heart of European land, stood the Floradale, a massive fertile landscape. It was a land where plants flourished perfectly, bearing their fruits in their season, and its animals were healthy, living on abundant nourishments. The habits of all living things there, and their interrelationships were in accordance with the creator’s order.

			In the land was a farmer, Ward. He was so successful in his occupation that his agricultural produce improved the lives of the neighbouring clans, hamlets and villages. Throughout the whole territory, he was highly revered for his intimate knowledge of forest medicine and the power of healing. The story about his power of healing, mystical qualities, and insight into the mysteries of nature travelled far and wide.

			Although Ward lived in Floradale, it was not his original land. His native land was Highland, a community which was very far away from Floradale and which consisted of poor farmers. The soil of the land was very infertile because of overcultivation and overgrazing. The people hardly produced enough food to last beyond their immediate needs. It was this hard life that sparked off an incident that led to Ward’s glorious status.

			
			The one who suffered the hard life most was Kenelm, Ward’s father. He was a weak farmer. After planting his crop, he always obtained poor harvest. In one harvest season, his agricultural ill-luck was so severe that it was perceived by the Highland community as a manifestation of a bad relationship between him and the gods of the community. After that season, Kenelm’s barn was almost empty.

			“Gladys,” Kenelm called his wife sadly, “as you have seen, the harvest was the worst we have ever come across. I am sure the grain in the barn will not even last for long. There is virtually no winter feed for the sheep. Very soon they will die of starvation. I am going to the market to exchange two of the sheep for grain and add it to the meagre supply in the barn. If we use it carefully, it might last up to the beginning of the spring, when the life will once again return to the earth. Let’s pray that in the spring, the sky god will send warm weather earlier so that I will be able to resume soon my search for anything edible in the forest. When I return from the market, I will start collecting seaweed for the rest of the sheep to live on. If there is any way you feel you can support me, please do.”

			Poor sickly lady, what could she do? All that she had to do was to dream, wish and pray. “May our gods heal and strengthen me to help,” she implored. “May the spirits of our ancestors direct you and make your plan a success. May they keep Ward healthy, nurture him to grow up and join you in your effort. I entreat the earth goddess to show us her mercy by blessing our crop to yield abundantly in the next season.”

			
			“May our deities hear your prayer,” Kenelm replied in invigorated mood. He then took the two sheep and went to the market. 

			Soon after Kenelm had returned from the market, he had been collecting seaweed while the people in the community were celebrating a festival. It was a religious festival as Highland had a cult of fertility deity. During the planting season, the people offered sercrifices to the deity as an appeasement to her to make their soil fertile. The festival was a period of thanksgiving. It took place after harvest. Gareth and Manley were very happy. Their happiness seemed to suggest that they had a good harvest. It seemed their offering to the goddess during the planting season was fully acknowledged. One could read the excitement in their mood as they strolled around the community, meeting their colleagues, conversing and joking with them. As they strolled, something suddenly caught their attention. It was a vague unusual image afar off.

			“What is this?” Gareth asked in surprise. 

			“I don’t know,” replied Manley. They stood and looked at the object in a brief silence. Then, they walked towards it. Closer and closer the image continued to be clearer until they saw what it was – Kenelm was returning from the seashore, carrying seaweed on his back. He was exhausted. He stooped as he walked, panting like a weary, thirsty dog. 

			The men had approached him. Blocking his way, Gareth mockingly said to him: “We collect seaweed for manuring our soil before the planting season, and not in this period. What are you carrying seaweed for at this time? When are you ever going to behave like a member of our community?’’ There was an outburst of derisive laughter from him and Manley.

			“The fortunate one,” Kenelm replied sorrowfully, his voice shaking with emotion, “you are right. Indeed, this period is the time for one to rest and enjoy his agricultural produce. It is not a time for him to suffer. Before the last planting season, I manured my soil, just as you did yours. During the season, I tilled the soil with my mattock and hoe and then sowed my crop. When the harvest season came, I took my sickle to reap what I sowed but only to find out that there was nothing there to reap. You, the fortunate one whom our gods listen to, please ask the gods why the common saying ‘One reaps what he sows’ does not apply to me. Go and tell them my misfortune and ask them why they allow it. Ask them to tell you if I offended them in any way, and if so, what should I do to placate them; to appease them to nullify this ill-luck, a punishment as dreadful as fatal infectious disease.”
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