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This Poem Here


For my dad, Frank Walton


5.8.33 – 24.5.20
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This Poem Here



Christ, if I went through all the regrets


I have about my dad and the things


I could and should have done


I’d write poem after poem after book


and it would be a full collection


dissected in some online journal


or some blog and recommended


to someone’s 167 twitter followers.


God, if I went through all the regrets


I had about my dad when I was a full-grown adult


it would make an award-avoiding pamphlet


that one person would ask me to sign


and I’d spell their name wrong


even after I’d carefully asked them.


Jesus, if I were to write about the fact


my dad saw me in some strange pantomimes


and acting the goat on other stages


and even telling so-called jokes on the boards


of Kinsley Labour Club and how I regret


he never saw me reading poetry


never saw me reading poems


in celebration of him and my mum


well that


That would be a poem.


That would be this poem here.


That he’d never read.


That he’d never hear.





Hey Dude, Don’t Diss Don’s Disinfectant Facts



(24th April, 1:56 p.m. after a POTUS speech)


A dose of Dettol


will hopefully settle


all your ailments.


Consider Cillit Bang


as the cure-all thang


for Covi – for cron – for the bigly virus.


A vial of bleach


administered to each


and every one of us


will cure every everything.


What could be neater


than Sainsbury’s citrus bleach


at 87p a litre?


A dram of Domestos


is the best loss


leader in all top pharmacies.


Harpic white and shine


is simply divine


and recommended by all top doctors.


Duck deep action gel


will not make your organs swell.


And finally, folks, remember –


Zoflora and Jeyes Fluid are buggers to rhyme.





Frailty



is written on the certificate


below Covid


but no frailty was found


in the Wolverhampton marathon at fifty


or the Lincs half mile at seventeen.


Little was found jogging and walking
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