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  Through the Mud was first performed at The Royal Lyceum Theatre Edinburgh on 2 November 2023. The cast was as follows:
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  This edition was published alongside the revival at Summerhall during the 2024 Edinburgh Festival Fringe.
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  Characters




  ASSATA, mid to late thirties, strong and grounded in her beliefs




  AMBROSIA, eighteen, naive, young, innocent




  All other characters are played by the two performers:




  TREY, twenties, a college student, knowledgable, confident




  PARAMEDIC, any age, any race, a concerned professional




  JUDGE, arrogant, white




  NJ POLICE OFFICER, white, any age




  COLLEGE STUDENT, early to mid-twenties




  PROFESSOR, Black, energetic, passionate




  BPP MEMBER, female, young, determined




  SANDRA, thirties, Asatta’s friend, grounded




  EVELYN, thirty-five, a lawyer




  GRANDMOTHER, sixties, worldly




  Notes on Text




  A forward slash ( / ) denotes overlapping dialogue.




  




  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




  

    

  




  




  Scene 1




  An opening soundscape: the political climate in Ferguson, Missouri, protest sounds, chanting, the sound of the crowd, etc.




  We then hear about ASSATA SHAKUR being wanted for murder, and the government is out for her arrest.




  All this merges into a slow guitar playing of ‘St. Louis Blues’ by W. C. Handy.




  AMBROSIA sings the first verse and the chorus.




  Scene 1.5




  Ambrosia’s world. Ambrosia’s childhood home.




  AMBROSIA. I remember the first time I heard that song, ‘St. Louis Blues’. Bessie Smith, she recorded it in 1925 but it was originally recorded by W. C. Handy.




  Bet you didn’t know that. It was first time any blues was played in a minor key. Bet you didn’t know that either. Something about that melody made me wonder what kind of women lived in St. Louis. People always said, ‘That song’s about sadness.’ But you know what I heard?




  AMBROSIA sings a line from Bessie Smith’s version of ‘St. Louis Blues’.




  I always thought it was a song about adventure, and that glamorous women lived in St. Louis. And I’m gonna be one of them. I don’t know why. I know it’s not that same as it was back then.




  But there are some things about a city that never changes. The sound. Growing. Evolving. But the soul, the root, it remains.




  About a week before I left Pittsburgh to move to St. Louis, the shooting of Mike Brown happened. Things are heating up in Ferguson. After the incident, people are angry. Some want revenge.




  A white cop shoots a seventeen-year-old Black boy and leaves his body lying in the street for four hours. They won’t even let his mama through the police tape to see his body. People want answers. The top has come off that shaken soda bottle and no one can stop the explosion. Dad thinks I’m putting myself in danger, ‘Don’t you get caught up in that mess,’ he said. We are a family who loves and supports the police. All lives matter and when people disobey the law, they need to be punished. They say Mike Brown was robbing a store when he was shot. Or he was escaping a robbery. It’s all so scary to think about. Not exactly what I was expecting for my first semester at college. But I am going to be freeeee. Truly free. Make my own choices, come and go as I please. Dad cut me off ’cause he wants me to be a dentist like him, but I decided to study voice instead. I got a scholarship to Washington University and I am determined to prove Daddy wrong. In the end he can’t say no to me, so he packed me and my things and drove me all the way from Pittsburgh to Missouri. Talked the whole time. ‘Once you hold an electric tooth scaler and see the power in your hands, I’m sure you’ll change your mind. You have to take over the business. I worked too hard to give it to somebody else.’
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