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            ONE

            INTRODUCTION(S)

            —

         

         A study of an individual life can illuminate social, economic, political and cultural patterns of change within society. Recent biographies of key figures in Irish republican and nationalist history have adopted this approach. Richard English’s biography of Ernie O’Malley sees a study of the life as a means of closely investigating ‘key themes in modern Irish experience’.1 Likewise, one of the merits in a biographical study of Rosamond Jacob (1888–1960) was her involvement in so many of the diverse and intersecting campaigns of the revolutionary and Free State periods. What aids the historian in reconstructing her life is the large archive she bequeathed to posterity. The Jacob papers include a number of historically interesting unpublished novels. Of particular interest, however, is her daily diary maintained from 1897 until her death in 1960.2

         In keeping with the chronological structure of most biographies, Jacob’s life cycle is the spine running through this study. This first chapter acts as an introduction, setting the family background, the lapsed Quaker faith of the Jacobs and their commitment to nationalist and humanitarian politics. This introduction also establishes the themes that transcend the chronological spine of the work. The study begins by examining Jacob’s involvement in suffrage and nationalist politics in the early twentieth century. Jacob’s accounts of how local branches of organisations such as the Gaelic League, Sinn Féin and Cumann na mBan operated in Waterford allows the lens to be placed outside the metropolitan, the traditional focus of historians working in the areas of cultural nationalism and the suffrage campaign. Viewed from the position of historical hindsight, Jacob’s activism up to 1922 coincided with the period when she was most optimistic, politically and personally. She was young, Dublin was lively and life beckoned. For radical women such as Jacob, active in the national and suffrage cause and the politics of cultural revival prior to 1922, the advent of Irish independence proved a disillusioning experience. This sense of disillusionment was mirrored in Jacob’s personal life. She failed to establish herself as a successful writer and, unmarried, became increasingly lonely. By the mid 1930s her relationship with IRA activist and republican socialist, Frank Ryan, was over. By this time the excitement of first-wave feminism had become history and the subject of radio talks.3 Commemoration was a feature of Jacob’s life more than activism from this point. Jacob, as an increasingly isolated, single woman found social outlet and community in the organisations of female activism and self worth in philanthropic activities. Her diary entries are also noteworthy for the insight they offer into the later lives of women who were active in the nationalist cause or women who lost relatives in the service of the revolutionary struggle. Jacob records how many of these women perceived themselves as forgotten by a State which they believed owed them recognition and material recompense for their participation, or the involvement of their close relatives, in the national struggle. Notable examples are Jacob’s descriptions of the later lives of Meg Connery, active in Cumann na mBan, and Mrs Mellows whose son Liam died during the Irish Civil War.4 

         A LIFE MORE ORDINARY

         Amongst historians and literary critics Rosamond Jacob, if she registers at all, is a lesser-known novelist. She is labelled a feminist for her involvement in the suffrage cause and the campaigns for female equality in the Free State and she is the woman who had the ‘affair’ with the darling of republican Dublin in the 1920s and early 1930s – Frank Ryan. Historians are always constrained by the exigencies of what sources survive and it is noteworthy that Jacob’s archive is so much richer in terms of actual physical sources when compared to more prominent female activists of the period, notably Dorothy Macardle, author of the first full scale account of the revolutionary period, The Irish Republic.5 Indeed, Nadia Smith, in her recent biography of Macardle, notes that it was Jacob’s ‘extraordinary diary, which made the reconstruction of Dorothy’s life possible’.6 This diary falls under the category of what Philippe Lejeune describes as an ‘all-purpose diary, written to accompany a life for as long as possible’.7 The question arises as to how this archival material should be used. Jacob’s archive is rich; her diary offers very detailed accounts of Irish politics and society, obviously from her particular perspective. To date, historians and literary critics have used Jacob’s diaries as a source to plunder. Because she recorded in some detail most of the major debates and campaigns of Irish politics and culture of the first half of the twentieth century, historians have plucked sections often with no contextualisation of the diary or Jacob.8 And as Cynthia Huff states in her consideration of manuscript diaries written by women: ‘they remain archived: important enough to be preserved, but not important enough to be duplicated and publicly disseminated’.9 

         The ease with which the diary has been divorced from its writer and allowed to stand apart as a text providing colour and context for work on the revolutionary period and the years of internecine strife and bitterness after 1922 has much to do with Jacob’s lack of the apparent exceptionality which merits biographical or critical study.10 Unlike most subjects of Irish biography Jacob was not a prominent figure in Irish history, rather she was a fringe activist. Her fictional writings, although interesting to an historian, have limited aesthetic value. Jacob was in many cases a crowd member rather than a leader in the campaigns in which she participated – the turn of the century language revival, the suffrage campaign, the campaigns of the revolutionary period. She adopted an anti-Treaty stance in the 1920s moving towards a fringe involvement in the activities of socialist republicanism in the early 1930s while continuing to vote Fianna Fáil. Her commitment to feminist concerns was life long but at no point did she take or was capable of a leadership role. However, it was Jacob’s failure to carve out a strong place in history as an activist which makes her interesting as a subject for biography. Her ‘ordinariness’ offers an alternative lens on the biographical project.11 By failing to marry, by her inability to find meaningful paid work, by her countless refusals from publishers, by the limited sales of what work was published, Jacob offers a key into lives more ordinary within the urban middle classes of her time, and suggests a new perspective on female lives. Jacob’s life, galvanised at all times by political and feminist debate, offers a means of exploring how the central issues which shaped Irish politics and society in the first half of the twentieth century were experienced and digested by those outside the leadership cadre. The history of the independence struggle and its aftermath is as much the history of men and women such as Jacob as it is of de Valera and Frank Ryan. Robert Fothergill in his study of English diaries discusses how the form permits an alternative perspective on ‘the substance of history’, turning it ‘inside out’. Where one habitually thought of ‘ordinary lives; forming a vast background to historical “events” now one’s vision is of the great events passing behind the immediate realities that comprise an individual’s experience … In the foreground is the individual consciousness, absolutely resisting the insistence of future historians that it should experience itself as peripheral’.12 

         One of the central themes that transcends the chronological spine of the biography is the position of single, heterosexual, women in the Free State. Katherine Holden states that ‘marital status is a vital but largely unexamined analytical category for historians’.

         
            The unmarried state is generally viewed as a stage or stages in the lifecycle preceding or following marriage, with never-married people seen as exceptions to the norm. Thus, while scholars have paid attention to power relations surrounding workers, women, homosexuals, colonial people and people of colour, few similar analyses have been made of marital status from the perspective of single people.13 

         

         The ideology of domesticity and separate spheres that was pervasive in Free State Ireland permeates Jacob’s diary; like so many of her generation of females, as a single woman with limited formal education, she was forced increasingly to live on the fringes of society. This sense of personal elision in Irish society was compounded by her increasing hostility to the dominant Catholic ethos of the new State. It was not just her gender coupled with her unmarried status that relegated Jacob to a fringe position in Irish society. From a middle-class Quaker background she did not fit neatly a Free State Ireland; the specifically Catholic middle-class values on which the ideologies of the new State were premised did not accord her a sense of belonging. English discusses the manner in which the Irish Revolution was a Catholic Revolution resulting in a very specific Republican ‘definition of the national community’ that ‘rested on a series of interconnected foundations: religious, cultural, historical, and political’.14 In many respects Jacob’s concern with issues of mixed marriage within her own family in the 1940s indicates that her experience of the new State mirrored that recorded of, and by, many Irish Anglicans.15

         Jacob’s affair has always been discussed from the perspective of Ryan, notably in McGarry’s and Hoar’s biographical studies. Both historians have mined Jacob’s diaries for what they can add to Ryan’s politics. Yet the affair throws up more interesting concerns in relation to Jacob’s own life and the position of single women in Irish society in the period. The wider perceptions and ramifications of the affair are interesting for what they say about women who did not fit neatly into the dominant domestic paradigm of wife and mother. This biography foregrounds the affair, not just because it was a defining experience from Jacob’s perspective, but also to make a number of wider points to counter very stratified thinking about women’s roles in Irish society in the period. Ryan and Jacob’s affair was one in which he controlled when and where they met; he refused to acknowledge the relationship in public. One of the main questions that should be asked then is to what extent is it valuable to foreground this secretive affair given Jacob’s feminist leanings. The affair, in fact, allows an interrogation of certain terms or assumptions which are used in writing about female activism and which tend to simplify the reality of lived experiences. In particular, there is the assumption that women such as Jacob who were concerned with gender equality did not want to marry or form heterosexual relationships, and thus had no interest in the private sphere. 

         Any biographer is faced with the question of how far their subject is sui generis. Certainly, one has to take into account issues of personality. Jacob was a difficult individual, quick to take offence and lacking good social skills. A strong-faced woman who wore her hair in a simple bob, Jacob might be described as plain. Without doubt she had little confidence in her power to attract men, believing she lacked the requisite feminine charms and looks. Her contemporaries viewed her as an awkward individual. Jacob was aware of her shortcomings and the manner in which they influenced people’s perceptions of her. Her description of Mary Pearse, sister of Patrick, who she met in 1916, offers an interesting insight into Jacob’s self-knowledge:

         
            Miss Pearse & I came home together; she is very interesting & queer. She never seems to have tried to adapt herself to anyone a bit, & has never been thrown with other people, & so finds them all silly & troublesome – like an exaggerated copy of me.16

         

         All this Jacob wrote into the character of Constance in her unpublished novel, ‘Third person singular’, written in the 1930s.17 However notwithstanding personality quirks, Jacob’s experience as a single woman in the first half of the twentieth century offers an insight into female lives outside the dominant domestic paradigm of the period, worthy of further exploration.

         KEEPING A DIARY

         In considering the interpretation of Jacob’s diary a number of questions emerge. The motivation for why a person writes a diary needs to be addressed and the intended audience must be considered. In Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest Cecily Cardew keeps a diary, describing it as ‘simply a young girl’s record of her own thoughts and impressions, and consequently meant for publication’.18 Bloom discusses how ‘truly private diaries are those bare-bones works’ that record details of expenditure, the weather, visits to neighbours, etc. These types of ‘bare-bones works’ are ‘so terse they seem coded; no reader outside the author’s immediate society or household could understand them without extra-textual information’.19 That Jacob’s is not such a terse text, a line-a-day diary, is evidenced by the ease with which it has been mined for information about the political campaigns of the early Free State period. Yet Jacob did not intend her diary for publication; it is not in that sense a public diary as defined by Bloom.20 Nevertheless she preserved it and continued to keep it into old age without any reference to its destruction. Moreover the diary is a layered text. There are 170 ‘ordinary’ volumes of the diary dated 1897–1960. The final volume can be described as a type of ‘secret diary’.21 The ‘secret’ or ‘second layer diary’, which was written sporadically and spanned the major incidents in her life, was much more frank about her affair with Ryan and other relationships than the ‘ordinary’ or ‘first layer’ diary.22 A diary in itself conjures up connotations of secrecy and privacy; Jacob then had a diary within a diary; her account of her life was layered. Within the ‘first layer’ diary there are, indeed, further layers. At the end of each calendar year Jacob engaged in an act of closure, summarising in hindsight the year’s key events and concerns.23 

         In considering Jacob’s increasing sense of existence at the fringes of an Irish society premised on motherhood and family, it is necessary to continue to interrogate the diary as a source, not just for what one reads in it but also for the question of the motivation for keeping it. Even if the writer does not intend his or her diary for public consumption, the very act of writing changes the events referred to. There is a degree of construction involved. Events are ordered, shaped, a certain view of self is put forward. How and why Jacob’s view of self was shaped by the social, economic and political circumstances of her existence at various points in her life cycle is the concern of this biography. Lejeune notes how the all-purpose lifelong diary is rare. Many diary writers use the diary as an activity during periods of crisis. An adolescent diary often ends on the brink of a great love affair. By contrast, there are examples of diaries which end as life is overtaken by crisis, illness of family members, etc.24 Jacob’s increasingly peripheral position in society meant that she did not experience any of the factors which in many cases caused other diarists to bring their text to an end. Her affair with Ryan did not come to any abrupt end or point of crisis but rather fizzled out. A diary can, Lejeune argues, ‘give life the consistency and continuity it lacks’. In many respects keeping a diary is an ‘acceptance of life’. In Lejeune’s words ‘by writing today, you prepare yourself to be able to live tomorrow, and to piece together, in a predetermined framework of writing, the story of what you will have lived’.25 Bloom’s comment on the self-focus in diaries is applicable to Jacob: ‘through the act of writing, the author not only composes her own character, she moves that character to centre stage, becoming the principal actor in the drama of her own story – whether in real life she was a major figure or a bit player in a cast of hundreds or thousands’ (my italics).26 Jacob’s use of her diary to impose order and consistency on her life can be seen in her sometimes obsessive need to ensure as complete a record as possible. Jacob’s habits of composition mirrored those of many diarists. Like the seventeenth-century Pepys, she did not always enter events daily. At times she constructed the diary in stages, writing rough notes which she then transcribed into the official volumes; she was forced occasionally to return to old letters, spending a degree of time searching for information to fill gaps in her memory. In 1924 she recorded that she spent an evening in Waterford searching through letters she had sent to her Aunt Hannah; there was, she wrote, ‘a hole in my diary then, and I wanted them’.27 Her trip to the Soviet Union in 1931 was initially recorded in a travel journal and later re-recorded in the official diary.28 Her diary then was not a spontaneous production; there was an element of constructing and ordering a life. Lifelong diaries, such as Pepys’s, Fothergill argues, act as ‘the book-that-might-be’.29 Certainly, Jacob’s diary gave her life a shape and a means of reflecting on and organising her existence. Her diary also fulfilled a ‘compensatory function’. At times of intense isolation and feeling herself misunderstood by family and friends, notably in the growing antagonism with her sister-in-law, Dorothea, and her repeated altercations with those whom she shared living quarters, Jacob used the diary to explain her position.30 The diary in this capacity took on the form of a confidant, allowing her the space to put her own position forward. The early twentieth-century diarist, W. N. P. Barbellion, wrote in the context of his own need to keep a journal that ‘what cannot be expressed one way must be expressed in another’. The journal ‘serves to relieve … pain caused by the pressure of the unexpressed self. It becomes a surrogate existence into which he projects all that he values of himself’.31 Jacob may not have used her diary to this extent to project her true and most valued self but it clearly acted as a forum whereby she could articulate positions she failed to make clear to those with whom she interacted. In this way the diary entries represented, from her perspective, her ‘real’ self. She unburdened herself and the diary was then the ‘secret listener’.32 

         Jacob may not have been behind the barricades of Irish political and feminist activism but her lifelong interest and involvement in many of the radical issues of the period draws attention to a broader-angle definition of what constitutes activism. Despite limited official activism, Jacob continued to educate herself in the ideologies and beliefs of the feminist campaign and, very importantly, her close observation of the different political, cultural and feminist campaigns that variously intersected and converged throughout the first five decades of the twentieth century provided the raw material for her novels. In many respects Jacob can be seen in the role of unofficial journalist of the period; that this role constitutes a hitherto under-explored form of activism should be recognised. The manner in which keeping a diary acts as a form of engagement in the body politic has been noted in work on nineteenth-century British diaries written by women. Huff discusses Marianne Estcourt’s detailed description of her brother’s death in the Crimea. By including newspaper accounts of the battles he fought and official letters on his death her text pushes the personal space of the diary into the public realm of military history and the history of empire. As Huff writes, ‘even though Marianne could not fulfil the role of soldier, she could become part of the body politic by acting as its self-appointed chronicler’.33 Jacob acted as a reporter. Educating herself in the issues of nationalism and suffrage through reading and attendance at meetings, she in turn domesticated contemporary political topics for friends and family through debate and discussion. The first stage comprised transcribing and analysing the events, issues and tensions in diary form. These diary entries, and thereby Jacob’s own lived experience of the period, can be viewed as a form of journalistic fieldwork for her fictional and other writings. One can find many of the diary entries reproduced almost verbatim in her fictional writing or alternatively her own perspectives were grafted onto her fictional characters. 

         Callaghan, more so than Jacob’s later Irish novel, The Troubled House, does not operate successfully as a literary text; it does not transcend the social, cultural and political context of its production.34 Its characters are ciphers who allow Jacob to negotiate her thoughts on issues around nationalism – republican and constitutional – and suffrage. As such, and given the manner in which her diary entries acted as a first draft or inspiration, it operates more on the level of journalistic coverage thinly veiled under the veneer of a fictional text. In his biography of Kate O’Brien Eibhear Walshe uses O’Brien’s novels to write the life.35 Jacob did not have the same ability as a writer as Kate O’Brien to take her ideas beyond that of reportage, which goes some way to explain the limited success of her published novels. But this ‘journalism’, both in diary and fictional form, allows the historian to find an alternative perspective on many of the campaigns and cultural and social events of the period. The manner in which the diary operated as a means of political and cultural reporting is highlighted by the fact that Jacob’s personal feelings are not always recorded. While not making a comparison between the two diaries one could use Fothergill’s description of Pepys as tending ‘to represent himself as living very much on the surface’ to describe the presence of Jacob at times within her own life text.36 Key events such as the death of family members are noted but her personal feelings are not always evident. In July 1907 her father died from TB; from 1906 he spent various periods at sanatoriums at Altadore and Christchurch. Finally, on 28 June 1907 word came by telegram as to his impending death; Jacob records no personal response and proceeds to detail instead a walk up the Tramore road.37 The same pattern was replicated on her mother’s death in 1919, and, much later on that of her brother, Tom, in 1959. This lack of personal emotion should not be overstated. She did record her own fear of isolation and loneliness during Tom’s protracted illness; her sense of loneliness as a single woman increasingly permeated the diary from the 1930s and her feelings for Frank Ryan are manifestly evident. The point, however, is that when personal feelings do intrude they are muted, and the diary holds a structure predominantly premised on political, social and cultural narration. 

         FAMILY BACKGROUND

         Rosamond Jacob was born in Waterford city on 13 October 1888, the third child of Louis Jacob (1841–1907) and Henrietta Jacob (née Harvey; 1849–1919). Tom Jacob, the oldest surviving child, was three years Rosamond’s38 senior. Louis and Henrietta’s first-born child, Elizabeth Hannah, or Betty as she was called, died of scarlet fever at the age of five.39 Louis Jacob was brought before the Magistrates in 1881 for failure to vaccinate the baby. Fined 5/-, he mused on how often he might expect to be prosecuted, not having ‘the least idea of having it done’.40 Despite her sister’s death, Rosamond would continue to uphold an anti-inoculation position throughout her life. Indeed, both sides of her family supported this position. In 1911 her maternal uncle, Edmund Harvey, penned a letter to the Waterford Standard entitled ‘Vaccination and doctors’ and declared: ‘We must not blindly accept all the views held by doctors in medical matters, but must use our own judgement first before accepting them’.41 However, the death of Betty was likely to have had an influence on Rosamond’s upbringing. A sickly child, she was treated with caution; ill health led to her being home schooled at various intervals between attendance at Newtown, the Waterford Quaker school, and the Protestant girls’ school where she learned French and German between 1902 and 1906. From October 1899 she had a governess for two hours every day and on 19 February 1900 she recorded her return to school ‘after nearly 4 months absence’; this was a common diary entry during her adolescence.42 Her attendance at the Protestant school came to an end shortly after her 16th birthday in 1904 for financial reasons: ‘To school in morning, French and music. I am going to leave this half, except for music, because the fees have been raised, and Poppa says his pocket won’t stand it.’43 At this point the Jacobs lived in Newtown Road and the 1901 Census returns show that they were in a financial position to have one servant, Margaret Sinnott, a native of County Wexford. In 1911 they still employed one servant, Mary Josephine Bowe, aged 33.44 While such references to money matters in the family were few, health was clearly an issue growing up; at the end of 1901 she recorded her state of health for each month of the year.45 Even in times of good health, wet mornings kept her at home as her parents feared the onset of colds and chills.46 Such periods of isolation possibly contributed to Rosamond’s lack of fully developed social skills. Throughout her life numerous friends, acquaintances and family members commented on her awkward manner, her inability to read a social situation and her ability to generate discord. While Rosamond’s outspoken manner, notably her refusal to hide her views on issues such as female rights and nationalism, might be seen as the hallmark of a principled activist, one must also recognise that this was a personality trait which afforded her much personal unhappiness in her dealings with others. Tact and compromise were never skills Jacob mastered. 

         Louis Jacob came from a Quaker family in Clonmel, meeting his wife, Henrietta, whom he married in 1878, through his sister Huldah; Huldah was married to Henrietta’s brother, Thomas Harvey.47 Louis, an aspiring artist, worked in his father-in-law’s house-agent and stockbroking firm in Waterford; his son Tom would later go into this business.48 Louis Jacob was a self-confessed agnostic, writing in May 1881: ‘I can not believe just because there are penalties for not believing any more than I can feel hungry if I desire to’.49 Before marriage he spent a period working in London and in Newcastle-on-Tyne in England, employed in the latter city by the engineering firm, Stephensons, which produced parts for locomotive engines. He noted how fortunate he was in Newcastle in the availability of libraries and reading rooms, commenting how he was reading, amongst other works, Ruskin’s The Elements of Drawing.50 He had not yet attended the ‘first rate’ theatre in the city continuing: ‘I really hardly know what prevents me as I have a great curiosity to see a play & I have no scruple of conscience about it or any other influence to prevent my going’.51 Louis’s intellectual curiosity and appreciation of artistic endeavour would ensure that his children were brought up as full participants in the cultural life of Waterford in the early twentieth century. In her early diaries Rosamond regularly recorded her attendance at theatre and art exhibitions. As well as painting Louis tried his hand at writing fiction.52 A lover of theatre against the strictures of Quakerism, similarly Louis’s religious background did not preclude him from enjoying alcohol. This indulgence was also despite his daughter’s objections which were to galvanise into a lifelong hatred of drink: ‘I want to tell you’, he wrote to her in 1894, ‘because you have such a hatred of whiskey – I did not drink a single drop of what I brought with me until today – was I not a very good man’.53 In London before marriage it is clear that Louis drank and enjoyed the experience. He wrote in 1878: ‘By and bye [sic] I was in a pleasantly buzzy state as I got a large quantity of liquor supplied to me’.54 Reading between the lines of some of Rosamond’s diary asides a picture can be constructed of Louis as free spirited and not always constrained by family responsibilities. In 1878 he recorded how in London he received a letter that on first glance he believed to be from his future wife: 

         
            The first sight of the letter disappointed me – it did not seem to be from the person I thought … Then I got frightened – Is there anything the matter with her. The other thought that filled my mind at the same time was a fear that perhaps her Puritan friends had found out something about my life which had shocked them & that she has not written in consequence.55

         

         As a married man with a family, Louis regularly went by himself to Dublin; his daughter recorded the trips as visits to the National Gallery. In 1905 Rosamond noted how they received a telegram from him to ‘say he has missed the train & won’t be back till Friday. Just like him’. That same year she noted how he had twice gone to London during the year ‘which seems extravagant’.56 There is little, if any, reference to the state of her parents’ marriage. In 1902 she briefly notes how her mother was ‘melancholy’, the line ‘I wish she wouldn’t be melancholy’, suggesting that this may have been a regular occurrence.57

         All Irish Jacobs of Quaker persuasion were descendants of Richard Jacob who, persecuted in England for his faith, left Lampford and settled in Cork around 1674 becoming a cutler.58 Louis Jacob was very much within this family and wider Quaker tradition of dissent. Politically he championed the rights of oppressed nations and despised manifestations of conservative and imperialist politics, railing against British intervention in Afghanistan and elsewhere. Earl Cairns, he wrote in 1881, ‘is considered to be a strong Evangelical Christian … And this man’s religion is so little good to him that he thinks it a shameful thing for the government to give back self government to the Boers’.59 The family, including the young Rosamond, would later watch avidly for signs of English defeat during the Boer War of 1899–1902. As an 11-year-old in 1900, Rosamond recorded that a ‘very pretty thing happened in the Cape. Two battalions of Suffolk men, who were fighting the Boers there were given orders by the enemy (the Boers) to retire, and 3/4 of them immediately did so!’60 Later she wrote:

         
            I went to town before dinner and did messages. It would make any right-minded cow ill to go into Croker’s Shop! there are rows of British Generals (photos), and an uglier set of men you could never see. A big picture of Cronje’s surrender, and war literature (from a British point of view, of course) enough inside to stack a library with.61 

         

         Louis Jacob’s political affiliations were not always without contradiction. In the American Civil War (1861–5) he aligned himself with the Southern States who fought against the abolition of slavery; in the interests of peace, he was opposed to abolitionists inciting violent resistance. The possibility of slaves rising, he wrote, would lead to the committal of ‘horrible cruelties … on masters & their families’.62 Although having abandoned his faith, Louis Jacob was still culturally a member of the Society of Friends, committed to one of their core principles – the notion of peace. Like her father, Rosamond would also be strongly influenced by many of the core tenets of the Society of Friends while jettisoning any notion of religious belief. Like Louis also, Rosamond held strong political opinions, aligning herself against imperialism. Of course, this anti-imperialist perspective was not surprising; a belief in equality was fundamental to the Quakers and the radical nature of the politics of the Society of Friends in Ireland in the context of, for example, the 1798 Rebellion has been analysed.63 Yet, like those of her father, Rosamond’s political affiliations were often contradictory, most notable in her, often simultaneous, support for republicanism and her commitment to pacifism. Her affair with Frank Ryan in the late 1920s and early 1930s brought her into personal and political contact with a man who believed in the gun in politics. While this did not quite involve ‘sleeping with the enemy’ given her own commitment to the militant republican tradition and her anti-Treaty stance, during these years Rosamond still maintained an ideological attachment to the pacifism advanced by the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom established in 1915 to counter the patriarchal militarism which, its founders believed, had led to the outbreak of the First World War.64

         Although she wrote in her autobiography that her was father was ‘largely responsible for my being what I am. He was the most independent and self-supporting soul I ever knew’, Rosamond was not just influenced by Louis Jacob’s beliefs and political passions.65 No less than her father, Rosamond’s mother’s family were involved and interested in the radical political issues of their time. In London in 1884 her mother attended the House of Commons writing that they were in ‘great luck to come in for the Women’s Suffrage debate’, sharing the Ladies Gallery with women such as Isabella Tod.66 Interestingly, as Rosamond would on so many occasions, Henrietta moved from abstract politics to commentary on the physical appearance of the main male protagonists. ‘Parnell,’ Henrietta noted, ‘has grown his hair too long, and I like him much better without his beard’.67 

         The maternal side of Rosamond’s family also offers evidence of a commitment to the values of education for both sexes. An extant letter to her maternal grandmother, Elizabeth Harvey, from a Quaker friend in Cork suggests that the letter writer views her as standing outside the expected role and aspirations of women in the mid nineteenth century. Mary Wollstonecraft’s strictures in 1792 against women who, devoid of education and thereby equality, must snare husbands through artifice and artificiality are echoed in the following letter:

         
            I have no taste for most women. If they would only be natural & hearty I should like them well enough but so many are all hoops & conventionalities! they are so stiff & idea-less – so poor & mean in mind – so affected & self conscious – that – pah! – I always liked you & Maria – Thank goodness I always did! & H. E. W. & all other people of our sex who are human beings as well as women … In Cork our women are expected to be silent & stupid spectators … Blue stockingism is disapproved of here.68

         

         Rosamond’s was a home where ideas circulated and where she was encouraged to think and dispute; there was no sense within her immediate family that intellectual thought and endeavour was inappropriate for females. Her parents engaged with many of the key intellectual and political arguments of their time, more often than not from an anti-establishment perspective. In 1901, on St Patrick’s Day, a holiday she always noted, Rosamond recorded the following family entertainment: 

         
            Uncle N called before dinner … Two debates in the afternoon, one on the fitness or rather the unfitness of Englishman’s wearing shamrock on St Patrick’s Day, the other on whether missionary work is justifiable or otherwise. We decided that Englishmen should be forbidden to wear shamrocks, and that missionaries have no business to go converting people that don’t want to be converted.69

         

         Her home milieu created for Rosamond a sense that to debate and engage orally with the issues of the time was the norm and this became the manner with which she interacted with those she met outside the home. Beginning art classes in September 1902, by the end of the month she was discussing with her teacher the merits of all things Irish over all things English:

         
            I went to drawing class at Miss Smith’s, and had quite an interesting argument with her about the ancient Irish and the Irish language. She considers the former just as barbarous a race as the Ancient Britons, I believe, and says there were no great or famous men among them.70

         

         To a large degree interaction through debate became Jacob’s default means of engaging with her peers, a trait that was to remain with her throughout her life and which was to cause her to be considered awkward and querulous even by many of those who knew her well.

         From an early age Rosamond read voraciously; details of books read each year were recorded after the 31 December entry in her diary. Although her taste in literature and reading material was wide ranging, many of the books she records were products of the burgeoning Irish cultural revival of the period. In May 1901 she immersed herself in Standish O’Grady, reading The Chain of Gold and The Flight of the Eagle.71 In August 1903 she was reading poems by William Rooney but comparing them unfavourably with those of Ethna Carbery.72 Her lifelong interest in the heroes of the 1798 and 1803 republican period began at this time. In September 1903 the family had the first volume of Wolfe Tone’s diary from the Free Library, while earlier in August she visited, with Tom, sights associated with the United Irishmen in Dublin, moving from the birthplace of Napper Tandy to the site on Thomas Street where Emmet was executed.73 The family subscribed to magazines that promoted the values of Irish culture and history such as The Irish Packet and The Irish Emerald, Rosamond enjoying the serialised story on Robert Emmet and Sarah Curran in the former in October 1903.74 Immersed in debate and literature from an early age, Rosamond would experience similar censure to that depicted in the above letter to her grandmother. While this criticism was not quite a disapproval of blue stockingism and was often in part the result of an antipathy to her strident manner rather than her views per se, nevertheless one can point to occasions where Rosamond was considered to have inappropriately strayed out of the private or women’s sphere by engaging in political or intellectual debate. This certainly would have been the view of her sister-in-law, Dorothea, with whom she maintained a relationship increasingly fraught with tension and misunderstandings until the latter’s death in 1957. 

         The Jacob family’s agnosticism has been taken as a sine-qua-non. However, the isolation that ensued as they disengaged from the Quaker community in Waterford is over stated by Damian Doyle. Rosamond claimed in her unpublished autobiography that the family lived in ‘a kind of isolation’ as they did not attend Quaker religious ceremonies and, thus, were considered ‘eccentric and blameworthy’.75 Yet, her diary records her attendance at many of the wider cultural and social events of the Quaker community. This was a small community; in 1900 the Waterford Monthly Meetings had 160 Friends. By 1911 the Tipperary Monthly Meeting was amalgamated with that of Waterford, an indication of declining numbers.76 On 4 March 1902 Rosamond recorded her mother’s attendance at an essay meeting on artists at the Quaker meeting house.77 On 14 October 1902 she noted the attendance of Tom and her mother at the General Meeting although she did record how, arriving later than the other two, she ‘had not the cheek to go in alone, especially as I didn’t know where to go’.78 On 10 October 1905 she attended, with her mother and Hannah, the General Meeting at Newtown.79 Indeed, Rosamond was present by herself at Quaker religious meetings in early adulthood and went into some detail as to how her decision to abandon attendance brought concern to those within her community; as late as April 1912 she testified to a belief ‘in a life after death’.80 On 5 December 1905 she was berated for the manner in which she and Tom had cut themselves off from the Waterford Friends. She agreed to attend a ‘party of young friends’ commenting, ‘I daresay we are wrong but we don’t exactly know how to avoid it’.81 Rosamond’s isolation was not then as extreme as she might have liked to portray it in later life, a construct that has been accepted unquestioningly by those who have written on her life and work.82 Throughout her life Rosamond would continue to maintain ties to her Quaker background, although not on a religious level. Her diary entries until she left Waterford to move fully to Dublin in late 1919, in fact, show her to be immersed within the social and cultural world of the Quaker community. In October 1912, for example, she was Secretary of the Friends Literary Society Committee.83 Her concern at the conversion of her niece and one of her nephews through marriage to Catholic spouses in the 1940s also testifies to her cultural links to Quakerism. Cultural Quakerism allowed Jacob to posit a counter-cultural belief system to facilitate a decrial of, as she perceived it, the repressive Catholic homogeneity of the new Irish State. Despite her move to Dublin in 1919 Waterford would always remain important in Rosamond’s life – the place of holidays, family ties and her Quaker heritage. Links to her brother, Tom, and his children, Louis, Margie and Christy, became ever more important for Rosamond in later years as she did not marry and establish a family of her own. 

         

         THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN IRISH SOCIETY

         Class issues do not figure overtly in Jacob’s discourses. Yet class concepts are implicit in her life experience and in many respects received notions of class and gender conspired to frustrate her opportunities. Jacob lived at a point of transition in the lives of Irish middle-class women. The mid nineteenth-century campaign for increased female educational opportunities saw women enter third level institutions; Trinity College, Dublin, being the last of the Irish universities to open its doors to women in 1904. Yet it was only a minority of women who were in a position, both financially and psychologically, to avail of such opportunities. Despite Isabella Tod’s declaration in favour of education for middle-class women in 1874,84 most Irish women of Jacob’s class expected to get married and educational advancement and a career were not held out as normative aspirations. Jacob was a generation too early in many respects. Caitríona Clear notes that Maura Laverty’s85 work as a journalist and radio broadcaster placed her in the ‘first generation of women professionals in Ireland. These women were seen as a novelty in Ireland, as elsewhere, in the 1930s’.86 Later generations of single women would find themselves with greater options than the limited few available to Jacob. While in no way as pathetic as the Brennan sisters in George Moore’s 1886 novel, A Drama in Muslin, who, as unmarried women, were forced to live out their ‘uneventful life … in maiden idleness; neither hope nor despair … [breaking] the cruel triviality of their days’,87 Jacob as a single woman with limited formal education and consequently no opportunities for meaningful employment found herself less than a whole person in the Free State; the dominant discourse of wife and mother worked, according to Jacob’s testimony and life experience, to infantilise the single adult woman. Jacob exemplified Tod’s concern that not all women could expect to get married and that education was necessary to prepare them for an alternative lifestyle.88 The tragedy for Jacob was that she could see alternatives, her generation of women was a transitional one between those who adhered to the Victorian middle-class ideology of separate spheres and the next generation, who although forced to negotiate the identification of women and home enshrined in the 1937 Constitution, was still increasingly able to make counter-cultural choices. Jacob clung to a belief in herself as a writer even when she faced years of repeated rejections of her work by publishers, testimony perhaps to a need to define herself in terms of occupation and to give meaning and structure to her sense of self. It is noteworthy that so many female activists of the suffrage and revolutionary period became novelists in later life. Patricia Lynch,89 Maura Laverty and Dorothy Macardle90 were all activists in various ways who became writers in the Free State period. The difference was that, unlike Jacob, these women were able to carve out successful careers in this area. Jacob’s sense of isolation and failure was then further compounded at meetings of the Women’s Writers’ Club91 as these and other women discoursed on publishers and successful works. 

         Jacob’s need to give meaning to her life explains in large part her membership of almost every left-wing, counter-cultural and feminist organisation in Irish society from the early twentieth century until her death. By her own witness she suffered from loneliness in later life. So many of her evenings were spent moving from committee meeting to committee meeting almost in an attempt to stave off facing her sense of isolation and provide her life with purpose. The historiography of Irish women has tended to adopt the Whig interpretative approach decried by the historians Moody and Edwards in the context of Irish nationalist history writing in the late 1930s.92 While in no way suggesting that the battle has been won, Irish women’s history tends to focus on milestones in the struggle for equality. There is a reductive tendency to this approach. The Irish Housewives Association’s93 importance, for example, has been attributed to the manner in which the organisation ‘provided an element of continuity for the women’s movement, forming an important bridge between the more public and political female activism of the twenties and the sixties’. This interpretation of the association as a bridge linking first wave and second-wave feminism owes much to the title of the history of the organisation published by one of the founding members, Hilda Tweedy, in 1992 – A Link in the Chain.94 The focus of Irish women’s history is, thus, mostly focused on important or seminal periods or organisations in the struggle for gender equality. Exceptional women are those who are generally included in the survey texts and who are the subject for biographies which tend to be political in focus. However, a biographical study of a lesser female activist such as Jacob permits the historian to move away from a linear and positivist approach to the history of Irish women, and to shift the emphasis from female political activism towards a more holistic account of women’s lives in the early independent Irish State. 

         While biographies on key figures in the canon of female activism have included some details of the private and the domestic,95 the focus has yet primarily been on the political activities of such women. Similarly, what women’s organisations did to advance the position of women in the Irish State has been given a degree of attention. However, the contemporary social and cultural role of such organisations as opposed to their work in advancing the cause of women in Irish society needs to be further considered. To examine the life of a woman like Rosamond Jacob allows emphasis to be placed on lived cultural and social experience. In many respects Jacob found solace, social outlet and community in such organisations as the Women’s Social and Political League,96 the Irish Women’s Citizens and Local Government Association97 and the Irish Housewives Association. These associations provided a cultural and social space in the public sphere, which was particularly valuable for single women in an Ireland premised on notions of motherhood and family. Membership of various cultural and political organisations, feminist and otherwise, allowed Jacob to construct a psychological scaffold of value and meaning around her life. Many other female activists were variously members of the different organisations that comprised the structural framework of female activism in the period up to the 1960s. These women have been applauded for their energy and commitment to gender equality but it is necessary to adopt a more critical, nuanced approach to the issue of activism. We need to consider how such memberships and involvement might have contributed more to the individual than to the cause of female equality viewed in a linear manner from the position of hindsight. In many instances Jacob recorded apathy at WSPL meetings, increasingly less radical in the 1950s, becoming more of a talking shop than an organisation committed to activism. Many meetings she attended lacked a quorum. Yet, from a different perspective, these were important social gatherings where gossip was exchanged and a public, communal female space provided. 

         It is important, however, not to allow the disappointments and loneliness of Jacob’s later years to retrospectively invade or shape an analysis of her early life. Jacob’s was a childhood and adolescence full of intellectual curiosity and creativity. The family wrote and told stories, held salons at which they showed their art work and discoursed endlessly on national, international and feminist politics. Jacob entered into adulthood in the revolutionary period as a politically conscious and independently minded woman with a strong belief in activism, and a certainty that political, cultural and gender change was in the offing in Irish society.
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            TWO

            SUFFRAGE AND NATIONALISM

            1904–15

            —

         

         Jacob’s early involvement in the cultural and nationalist organisations of the late 1890s and early 1900s testifies to her developing sense of self identity as an Irish nationalist and her growing feminist consciousness. The early years of the twentieth century saw her move from a family-based support for constitutional nationalism to growing interest in the more advanced nationalist discourse circulating in the period.1 In many respects the shift was logical for Jacob reared as she had been on the staples of literary nationalism – the Irish papers and other forms of Irish cultural reading material of her adolescence.2 Laffan discusses how the cultural nationalism of the Irish-Ireland movement was one force in a broad ‘coalition of interests opposed to the cause of home rule’; a separate state would best foster the unique cultural identity of the Irish people.3 Ella Young4 wrote:

         
            The sagas, the tales of gods and heroes, the poems well-hammered and riveted with assonance and rhyme[,] these that belong to us … Padraic Pearse’s determination that Ireland shall be worthy of them – these are building up our nationhood: these and the Gaelic language.5

         

         Throughout these early decades of the twentieth century Jacob was an intermittent member of a circle of women based in Dublin, women committed to suffrage, nationalism and the cultural activities of the Gaelic League, women who imbibed and lived in the exhilarating atmosphere of the turn of the century cultural revival. From 1909 Jacob made frequent and extended visits to Dublin, presenting such forays as an escape from the confines of her small Quaker community. Interaction with Dublin feminists, nationalists of various hues and cultural activists allowed Jacob’s nascent political and feminist awareness to mature. Throughout the first two decades of the twentieth century Jacob continued to live at home in Waterford, despite her increasing cultural and political focus on the capital city. Her father’s death on 10 July 1907 increased her obligations to her mother. Her mother’s deteriorating health and her consequent family commitments prevented Jacob from leaving Waterford and setting up residence in Dublin, although clearly she craved more sustained interaction with her new social circle.

         INTERSECTIONS: THE CAMPAIGNS OF CULTURE, POLITICS AND GENDER

         Jacob’s involvement in political and cultural activities in twentieth-century Waterford and Dublin point to the links between the cultural revival, nationalist politics and the feminist programme. Historians and literary critics have placed a new focus on understanding the multiplicity of intersections which informed the discourse of the Irish renaissance. P. J. Mathews’s Revival examines the ‘commonality of purpose’ between such ‘self-help’ groups as the Gaelic League, the Irish Agricultural Organisation Society and Sinn Féin.6 Mathews argues that the tensions in Irish nationalism in the early twentieth century should not be interpreted as a struggle between clearly outlined cultural and political forms. It should instead, he argues, be seen as a ‘battle between a newly emerging self-help consensus and old-style parliamentary politics’.7 It is artificial to examine the campaign for suffrage and the wider women’s rights based initiatives as a distinct movement divorced from the dominant discourse of revival in the early twentieth century.8 Women such as Jacob did not neatly compartmentalise the various campaigns in which they participated; the actual lived experience indicates the holistic approach many activists took in considering Irish political, cultural and feminist advancement in the period. Tension is a very different concept to division: tensions can be resolved or circumvented, division implies a much more unqualified breach and ignores complexity. Instead of absolute division between apparently binary oppositions, notably suffrage and nationalism, various stratagems were utilised by women such as Jacob to resolve the strains which participation in more than one form of political activism made manifest. Moving in the same small circles, female activists and women involved in the nationalist campaign were forced to establish a modus vivendi; the necessities of day-to-day interaction worked in many instances to transcend or shelve dissension. Helena Molony9 wrote: ‘Of course on the principle of Equal Rights we were all united, and we worked in the most friendly way with the Irish “Suffragettes”.’10 Jacob’s daily diary testifies to intersections rather than divisions in feminist and nationalist politics. Her novel, Callaghan, is dotted with references to the GAA and the Gaelic League. Andy Callaghan’s love of the Irish landscape is described in terms which echo many of the theosophically based nature writings of George Russell (AE), one of the key literary figures of the period.11 Looking at the fir trees and wild wasteland surrounding his house Callaghan concluded that he ‘seemed to be in the presence of a consciousness … loving and welcoming him like a transcendent mother’.12 Danae O’Regan cites republicanism as the major theme in Callaghan. Although she discusses Frances Morrin’s suffrage activities and offers an interesting analysis of Jacob’s refusal to present a one-dimensional and uncritical portrayal of republicanism, obliging her ‘readers to consider whether perhaps everything was not perfect even in a republican world’, O’Regan fails to fully transcend a purely nationalist reading of the text.13 As a map of pre-1916 activism, Callaghan signals junctions and connections; the marriage between republican activist Andy Callaghan and suffrage campaigner Frances Morrin can be read as a paradigm for Jacob’s view of the centrality and importance of feminist ideals within the nationalist campaign. This is not to suggest that the suffrage-nationalism ‘marriage’ was uncomplicated for Jacob but rather to argue that her focus was connection rather than disconnection. 

         The focus on division in the historiography of Irish female politicisation may be a consequence of the type of literature examined in considering the suffrage campaign. Attention has focused on polemical and journalistic speeches or retrospective autobiographical accounts rather than on the more immediate narratives of which Jacob’s diary offers an example. Accordingly, sustained attention has been placed on the political conflicts that divided the suffrage campaign, notably the division between the militant campaign orchestrated from 1912 by the Irish Women’s Franchise League and the struggle by suffragists to persuade the Irish Parliamentary Party MPs to include women’s franchise in the third Home Rule Bill of 1912.14 Historians also emphasise the opposition that developed towards women’s suffrage in Ireland; this was a resistance similar to that which developed in other European countries. Women were not expected to play a role in politics because their place was deemed to be within the home. In Ireland there was strong opposition from the Catholic and Protestant churches to the idea of women’s enfranchisement. The churches believed that women, domestically orientated, should not be encouraged to express political views in public.15 From the perspective of the main political parties, there was uncertainty and fear at how a new female electorate would cast their votes.16 Similarly, the tensions between nationalist women and women in the suffrage campaign are highlighted in the majority of works on the subject. Historians have reiterated that nationalist women felt strongly that the suffrage movement was an English cause and therefore antagonistic to the national struggle for independence. On the other hand, many suffragists such as Hanna Sheehy Skeffington felt that they could not support nationalist groups because of the subordinate position in which they placed their women members.17 Work on unionist women has similarly placed the emphasis on division and tension within the women’s movement; as the third Home Rule Bill was debated unionist suffragists were torn between either opposing the Home Rule Bill or fighting for the inclusion of women in any Home Rule settlement.18 

         While Jacob faced similar tensions to those experienced by nationalist feminists in a nationalist movement that declared a moratorium on all social, economic and political aspirations until independence had been won, her diary testifies to the manner in which female activists were centrally local within the revival ethos of the early twentieth century. The movements and activities of the cultural revival provided a common meeting ground for first-wave feminists of different political persuasions. Helena Molony’s description of Ella Young illuminates the point: ‘I was closely associated with her and she was very much with us [the Irish Citizen Army] but was more of an artist’.19 What is noteworthy is how the female activists of Jacob’s circle were able to express divergent viewpoints and still maintain and negotiate relationships within a female grouping which offered support networks and friendships independent of political persuasion. Often it was in the activities of the revival movements such as the Gaelic League that female activists were able to reestablish and reaffirm relationships damaged by political controversy. In March 1913, for example, Hanna Sheehy Skeffington persuaded Jacob to march with the suffragists in the St Patrick’s Day Language Procession, stressing that it was not necessary to be part of any society. Later that night at the Gaelic League céilidhe Jacob was introduced to the suffragist Helen Laird.20

         Jacob’s visits to Dublin typically comprised theatre visits and language revival activities; in keeping with the revival’s focus on the spirit world she attended séances and took a passing interest in Theosophy, distributing copies of Theosophical magazines in Waterford in August 1912.21 Jacob became interested in the question of buying Irish goods and the revival of a national costume. In Dublin in early 1911 she went to Kellett’s in Great George’s Street and ‘got a pattern of cream hopsack, intending to get myself a national costume’. Although Mary Colum22 wrote that she suspected that the so called national costume worn by a number of revivalist women was essentially medieval European ‘with a few fancy Celtic features attached’, the material was of course Irish and the embroidery was based on, for example, the motifs in the Book of Kells and other Irish manuscripts or engravings on Irish monuments.23 Jacob’s nationalism was then multifocused in keeping with the prevailing revival discourse of early twentieth-century Irish society. For Jacob cultural and political expressions of nationality were not easily divisible; rather they intersected and combined, working as they did towards the one goal – a distinct Irish society and polity, and crucially one in which women were equal citizens. It was the latter priority that explains the description of Frances Morrin in her novel, Callaghan, as someone who was ‘a suffragist ever since she was old enough to know what a vote was, but the fact had generally remained quiet and unobtrusive in the background of her mind’.24 It is important to note how the evolving trajectory of Jacob’s move towards separatist nationalism paralleled her growing involvement in all facets of cultural nationalism. Political and cultural nationalism both nourished and fed each other as her maturing political persona emerged during the revolutionary years. 

         NATIONALIST AND FEMINIST ACTIVISM IN WATERFORD

         In 1901 Jacob began a lifelong commitment to the Irish language, taking classes with her brother. In February 1906 the two were founding members of the Waterford Sinn Féin branch, referred to in her diary as the National Council.25 Nationally Sinn Féin was established in November 1905, one more of the many political and cultural organisations of the later nineteenth and early twentieth centuries concerned to advance a broad-based nationalist revival.26 Activities in the Waterford branch mostly consisted of talks on such topics as the land question or attempts to elect members to the Waterford Corporation. In this latter endeavour the success of Sinn Féin on the Dublin Corporation, where by 1908 12 out of 60 councillors supported the party, acted as an example.27 To the RIC the branch appeared worthy of little comment. Up to late 1914 the monthly reports of the County Inspector only mentioned the existence of the branch when it became involved in 1911 anti-recruiting activities or in the protest against the visit of King George V.28 After the split in the Volunteers in 1914 the monthly reports begin to posit a correlation between the local Sinn Féin branch and the Irish Volunteers.29 

         Jacob from an early age was someone who stood apart. Within her own community she was criticised for her refusal to conform to the mores of the Quaker meeting and for her lack of religious belief. This is highlighted in the following diary entry describing how fellow Quaker Annie

         
            had a go at me about religion, but much more tolerantly & sensibly than Charlotte or the Hills. She offered me a book In Relief of Doubt, & I said I wd read it but I thought when a person has no desire whatever to be a Christian, books wouldn’t have much effect, which she did not deny.30

         

         Her involvement in the Gaelic League and Sinn Féin marked her out as different among her peers at the Protestant School in Waterford. In one incident in 1906 she and Tom were taunted with being ‘rrebels [sic] in a sort of a low growl’ as they walked down Newtown Hill past a number of high school boys.31 Indeed, anyone who supported the nascent advanced nationalist organisations was perceived as different in the period before 1916. Irish Volunteer member, Tom Kelleher, recalled how the Waterford Volunteers and members of Sinn Féin were, in the view of the Redmonites, ‘all sorts of cranks, sore heads and dreamers.’32 Robert Brennan testified to a similar perception of those involved in Sinn Féin in Wexford prior to 1916. Although some members were elected to Wexford Corporation, ‘we were still,’ he wrote, ‘a very small minority of the general public, who seemed to think we were a little mad anyway.’33 However, because she was a woman, a member of the Quaker community and a member of the middle classes, Jacob stood even further apart from the vast majority of those involved in advanced nationalist opposition throughout County Waterford in the period before and after 1916.34 Hart discusses the dominant contemporary view of the Volunteers as ‘idle and reckless men’ belonging to the lower classes, mostly shop assistants and labourers.35 In October 1914 the RIC County Inspector for Waterford dismissed the local Sinn Féin sympathisers stating that ‘their class in life and influence is unimportant’.36 The Bureau of Military History Witness Statements indicate a correlation between the lower and lower middle classes and a commitment to advanced nationalism and language activism in Waterford. Thomas Hallahan, Lieutenant of the Bonmahon Company 2nd Battalion, West Waterford Brigade, for example, was the son of a blacksmith and followed his father’s trade after attending the local national school.37 James Fraher, Captain, Dungarvan Company Irish Volunteers, Battalion Adjutant and later Brigade Adjutant, Waterford Brigade, was the son of a farmer, both parents being native speakers. His grandfather had been imprisoned in Waterford Jail in connection with the shooting of a land agent at Modeligo, County Waterford, during the Land War of 1879–82. Fraher was educated to second level and became an apprentice to Crotty’s hardware stores in Dungarvan, County Waterford. A member of the Gaelic League, he went on to join the National Volunteers when formed in Dungarvan in 1914 and Sinn Féin when it was started in the town in 191838 William Keane, Vice-Commandant, East Waterford Brigade, 1920–1, was one of 12 children of farm labourers and received ‘the ordinary National School Education’.39 Jacob’s growing support for advanced nationalism and her involvement in Sinn Féin and the Gaelic League caused her to move in circles outside those considered appropriate both to her class and gender. Although women were participants in League activities and the evidence is that there was a Protestant interest in the language,40 her diary suggests that her involvement in the wider nationalist movement as represented by Sinn Féin and her growing separatism were frowned upon, or at best not understood, by her wider family and by those within the Waterford Quaker community. 

         At this stage in her life Jacob did not overtly articulate any equation of Irishness and religious affiliation. In the nineteenth century, language, religion and later nationalism became inextricably combined. The link between Catholicism and nationalism was decisively forged in Daniel O’Connell’s campaign in the 1820s for Catholic Emancipation and in his later campaign for the repeal of the Act of Union, both crusades bringing the Catholic priest into Irish politics. James Duffy’s periodical, the Irish Catholic, appeared in February 1847 and was published monthly with 22 issues appearing in total. The article entitled ‘a Catholic Literature for Ireland’ in the first issue anticipated the blend of national and Catholic values that was to come to the fore in the later nineteenth century.41 The equation of Irish cultural identity with Catholicism reached the zenith of expression during the cultural revival. Men such as D. P. Moran and Daniel Corkery distilled and honed sentiments expressed earlier by such as Duffy, producing a prescribed and narrow version of Irishness that designated Yeats, Synge and others of the Protestant Anglo-Irish caste as essentially un-Irish. O’Leary notes how many of the most influential writers of the language revival identified Irish literature as Catholic literature.42 Considering Anglican women active in the early twentieth-century nationalist campaign, Walsh discusses the various stratagems through which they negotiated the essentialist view of Irishness as Catholic, rural and nationalist. With no Republic to support, even in theory, prior to 1916 and no legislative body prior to 1919, a sense of Irish identity ‘depended upon a mixture of aspiration and actuality: that is, what the prime movers defined as Irish, and what the bulk of the population actually was’.43 Jacob testified to no such need to accommodate herself to a view of Irishness and Catholicism as synonymous, although certain diary asides do suggest that at some level she had absorbed the equation. For instance, in January 1909 when a Miss Bowman wanted the YMCA to organise an anti-suffrage demonstration Jacob described her as ‘more contemptible than any man’. Jacob continued her harangue in a manner which suggested certain notions of inevitability, notably the concept that all Catholics were automatically nationalists: ‘I would class an anti-women’s rights woman along with a loyal Irish Catholic and a Frenchman who sneers at Jeanne d’Arc … on the very lowest scale of traitorous meanness, too low to hate and too wicked not to hate’.44 Although such references to the essentialist nationalism of Catholics were few in her diary, it should be noted that Jacob aligned herself with a particularly Protestant nationalist tradition through her early and enduring interest in the events and personages of 1798. As Walsh states, noting the multitude of references to 1798 in Bean na hÉireann: these ‘historical moments so identifiably Protestant, act as a means of substituting the author’s right to participate in nationalist politics, as successors to that Protestant revolutionary heritage.’45 
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