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Physical Characteristics of the Schipperke


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Skull: Of medium width, narrowing toward the muzzle.


Ears: Small, triangular, placed high on the head.


Eyes: Small, oval rather than round, dark brown and placed forward on the head.
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Stop: Definite but not prominent.


Nose: Small and black.


Bite: Must be scissors or level.


Chest: Broad and deep, and reaches to the elbows.


Forequarters: The shoulders are well laid back. From the side, legs are placed well under the body. Pasterns are short, thick and strong, but still flexible, showing a slight angle when viewed from the side. Feet are small, round and tight.


Neck: Of moderate length, slightly arched and in balance with the rest of the dog.


Topline: Level or sloping slightly from the withers to the croup.


Proportion: Square in profile.


Hindquarters: The hindquarters appear slightly lighter than the forequarters, but are well muscled, and in balance with the front. The hocks are well let down and the stifles are well bent.


Color: The outercoat must be black.


Coat Texture: Abundant, straight and slightly harsh to the touch. The softer undercoat is dense and short on the body and is very dense around the neck, making the ruff stand out.


Size: The suggested height at the highest point of the withers is 11–13 inches for males and 10–12 inches for bitches.
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The Schipperke, a Flemish name pronounced skip-er-kay, is a Belgian breed, as can be seen from the emblem of the Belgian specialty club, bearing the colors of the nation’s flag.
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Belgian Queen Marie-Henriette, wife of King Leopold II, helped her favorite breed become fashionable around 1885. This lady in a belle époque dress was at the height of fashion with her clan of Schipperkes. INSET: Engraving from Chasse et Peche by A. Clarys of Schipperke Exter Albert, born in 1895 and bred by F. Reusens, who was known as the “Father of the Schipperke.”




[image: images]


As with many breeds, the origin of the Schipperke, nicknamed the “Schip” or affectionately called “the little black devil,” is mysterious, buried in the shadows of history. Nevertheless, much reliable historical information is available, although some statements pertaining to the breed’s name and ancestry are still debatable. Other stories, such as the tale about the docking of the tail, for the greater part, belong to the folklore surrounding the breed.


BREED NAME CONTROVERSY


First of all, let us explain the meaning of the word “Schipperke” (pronounced skip-er-kay). This breed name has always been controversial. The name itself is Flemish, which refers to the local dialects as well as the official language of northern Belgium or “Belgian Flanders,” the area that comprises the northern provinces of Belgium. The term “Flemish” often leads to the belief that it is a separate language, but this is not the case. In fact, the standard language of northern Belgium is Dutch and identical to that of the Netherlands. In place of Flemish (for northern Belgium) and Dutch (for the Netherlands), the term “Netherlandish” is also generally used. Because of the confusion between Dutch and Flemish, the Schipperke has even been designated in some books and articles as a Dutch breed, though this is completely erroneous.
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Pick, referred to as one of the best Schipperkes seen in England at the time, defeated all of the best dogs from Belgium. He was a great winner in the 1890s.


The meaning of the Dutch term schip is “ship.” Schipper can be translated as a “skipper,” “bargeman” or “boatman.” Thus, Schipperke would mean “little captain” or “little boatman,” because the affix “-ke” makes it a diminutive. Nevertheless, many authorities claim that Schipperke does not mean “little barge dog.” In their opinion, more acceptable is the meaning “little shepherd.” This is supported by the fact that in the dialect of the towns of Leuven (Louvain) and Brussels, schipper meant scheper, which translates as “shepherd.” This interpretation has always been defended by Mr. Felix Verbanck of Ghent, a promoter and perhaps the foremost expert on the Schipperke. Thus, the most credible etymology of the breed name is that it comes from the Flemish dialect word for “little shepherd.”
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During the 1930s, when the breed was little known in the UK, Mrs. E.B. Holmes had the leading British Schipperke kennel. Here are five of her champions.


ANCESTRY


While the ancestry of the Schipperke is not entirely known, some authors believe that the breed belongs to the family of spitz breeds. This is a group of breeds whose similar physical characteristics include pointed muzzles, ears that are erect and rather small, vulpine heads and curled, usually bushy, tails. The smallest of the spitz breeds is the Pomeranian, which is akin to the Miniature or Toy German Spitz recognized in Europe.


The possibility that the Schipperke could be a descendant of the Pomeranian has, in fact, been considered but refuted by most breed authorities. The Pomeranian and the Schipperke do resemble each other. Perhaps the most striking point of resemblance is the tail of the Schipperke, which, if not docked, is usually curled over the back. A strong argument against the theory that the Pomeranian served to create the Schipperke is the fact that the Schipperke already existed and was known in Belgium before the introduction of the Pomeranian. Also, according to most breed experts, the characteristics of these breeds are entirely different. Although the Schip is an unlikely descendant of the Pomeranian, some past crossbreeding with Pomeranians cannot be denied, especially when we see Schipperkes with undocked tails curled over their backs.
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Famous sculpture by Willy Anthoon of Belgian Ch. Marius des Lutins Noirs (1932).
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Willy Anthoon’s celebrated sculpture of a Schipperke captures the beauty and symmetry of the breed.


Nevertheless, it has to be explained why in Belgium the Schipperke was also called “Spits” or “Spitske.” Once again the reason is linguistically explained. The Dutch word spits simply means “pointed” or “tapering.” Thus, the name “Spits” hinted at the erect ears, “tapering to a point,” and also at the sharp or pointed muzzle. As an additional argument, it is known that the small spitz breeds in Belgium were called “Keesje” (little Keeshond) in Flemish and “Loulou” in French.
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The famous breeder F. Verbanck, of the de Royghem kennel, with two of his prized Schipperkes.


For the sake of completeness, let us explain why Schipperkes to this day are affectionately called “little black devils.” Most experts accept that the very first reference to the breed is found in a chronicle of the 15th century. Wenceslas, a monk from Brussels, upon first encountering “a small, black, tailless dog,” believed that he was seeing the devil in canine form. The breed has retained the nickname since that time, although fanciers use it to affectionately describe the Schipperke’s mischievous personality.


THE LEUVENAAR


According to Mr. Charles Huge, a black, middle-sized, lupine (wolflike) dog, commonly called the Leuvenaar (meaning “inhabitant of Louvain”) had always existed in the province of Brabant. This dog weighed between 10 and 12 kg (about 22 to 26.5 pounds) and is now extinct. It was rather populous and was used by the farmers for guarding flocks, herding and many other tasks. Since the common people of this region, while occupied by the French army, were forbidden to own large dogs, it is perfectly logical that they would have embraced this rather small shepherd dog. The Leuvenaar dogs were used for various tasks: the smaller specimens were selected as rat-catchers and watchdogs for property and poultry, and the larger dogs for herding and guarding livestock. The smaller dogs are the ancestors of the early Schipperkes and the larger dogs are the ancestors of the early Belgian shepherd breeds. This development reveals that the Schipperke is a miniature version of the ancient black Belgian Sheepdog, called the Groenendael in its native land.




NOT A TERRIER


In years past, some breed historians believed that the Schipperke derived from the Pomeranian (also called the German Zwergspitz) and a small terrier-type dog. Although the Schipperke does indeed possess excellent ratting abilities, the influence of a terrier ancestor, this theory currently no longer holds much weight.
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Bernice, on the left, is a daughter of Ch. Lady Fantine, on the right. Lady Fantine won her championship in 1930.
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Ch. Rosey Rapture won 24 Challenge Certificates (UK awards) in the 1920s and was a top-winning bitch.
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Ch. What a Game was bred by Mrs. Hirst in 1929 and became a consistent winner.


This theory connecting the Schipperke to the ancient Leuvenaar, of course, agrees with the theory that the breed name means “little shepherd.” That the Schipperke in former days was called “Spits” or “Spitske,” which refers to the pointed muzzle and/or ears, does not convince us that the breed descends from the spitz family of dogs. The breed has had many names over the years, including “Moorke,” which means “little black animal.”


TALES ABOUT TAILLESS SCHIPPERKES AND “SUNDAY COLLARS”


Volumes of myths and legends continue to surround the history of the Schipperke, and fanciers today still embrace and pass along these colorful tales about our beloved “little black devil.”
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Othello and Letta, owned by Mr. L. Rive of Utrecht, the Netherlands, at the end of the 19th century.




PURE-BRED PURPOSE


Given the vast range of the world’s 400 or so pure breeds of dog, it’s fair to say that domestic dogs are the most versatile animal in the kingdom. From the tiny 1-pound lap dog to the 200-pound guard dog, dogs have adapted to every need and whim of their human masters. Humans have selectively bred dogs to alter physical attributes like size, color, leg length, mass and skull diameter in order to suit our own needs and fancies. Dogs serve humans not only as companions and guardians but also as hunters, exterminators, shepherds, rescuers, messengers, warriors, babysitters and more!





One of the famous legends concerns the Schipperke’s docked tail. The story goes that a shoemaker was so angry when a dog belonging to another member of his guild trespassed on his property that he chopped off the dog’s tail entirely. When the other shoemakers observed the dog, they found that he was better-looking as a tailless little animal, so they established the custom of tail docking.


A second variation of the docked tail legend claims that a shoemaker who lost a Sunday competition was so disappointed that in revenge he cut off the tail of the winning dog. According to a third version, it was a boatman on the Belgian canals who removed the tail in order to avoid the Schipperke’s knocking over items on board.


According to the documented history of the Belgian guilds, which were associations of craftsmen, the members of the Saint Crispin guild, the guild of the shoemakers of Brussels, organized competitive exhibitions of Schipperkes at the marketplace on designated Sundays. All of the dogs wore handsome brass collars crafted by their owners, whose skill in making collars of hammered or carved brass was so highly developed that these “Sunday collars” were true works of art. The collars were always kept spotless, polished and gleaming. Moreover, they were secured with a fastener, cleverly designed not to damage the ruff. The collars of worked brass were so lovely and so ingenious that they were actually much more important in the Sunday competitions than the beauty of the Schipperkes themselves.


HISTORICAL DATES AND IMPORTANT EVENTS


Returning to the known history of the Schipperke, we can state that these little wholly black shepherd dogs originated in Flanders, namely in the Duchy of Brabant, now the provinces of Antwerp and Brabant, more specifically the towns of Leuven (Louvain to the French) and Brussels. The Schipperke is a very old breed and has been known for hundreds of years, at least since the monk Wenceslas’s description in the 15th century.
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The first French champion Schipperke earned the title in 1925.


It is generally accepted that the first specialty show organized for any breed was the competitive exhibition for Schipperkes in 1690, held in the marketplace in Brussels. This gathering was the first of the aforementioned so-called Sunday competitions held by the guild of Belgian shoemakers.


From this time on, the tailless Schipperkes, which were then called “Spits” or “Spitske,” were admired by everyone, and Schipperkes with undocked tails became very rare. The Schipperke gained wide popularity in the early 19th century and became the best-known housedog.


The very first dog show in the world took place in Belgium on May 28, 1847 in Tervueren—not on June 30, 1859 in Newcastle, England, as has been published in most dog books. At this first show, only hunting dogs were entered. On July 21, 1880, the year of the 50th anniversary of Belgian independence, the second Belgian dog show was organized in Brussels, where 967 dogs were entered. Not even one Schipperke was entered, although a special class was offered for a breed described as “short-coated terriers, all black, with erect ears, without a tail, a Flemish breed, Schipperkes.”


On February 18, 1882, the Societé St.-Hubert was established; this was the organization that governed all canine affairs in Belgium. On September 26, 1885, this society had already been granted the title of “Societé Royale.” In 1882, the year of its foundation, the society organized a show in the town of Spa, where 550 dogs were entered, for the first time including Schipperkes.
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Ch. Maroufke du Bois du Tot, an FCI winner from 1978.


In 1883, the first volume of the Belgian Stud Book appeared, entitled Livre des Origines Saint-Hubert (LOSH), in which the Schipperke, considered as a pure breed, was registered. The Belgian shepherd breeds, on the contrary, were not allowed registration until 1901. In the first volume of the Stud Book, Schipperkes were registered under the heading “Short-coated terriers, with erect ears, tailless, a Flemish breed, Schipperkes.”


At the Brussels show in 1885, the Belgian Queen Marie-Henriette, wife of Leopold II, was so attracted to the little black Schipperkes that she wished to own one. She acquired the winning Schipperke, called “Blak.” This made the breed tremendously fashionable and popular. Before this time, the Schipperke had been the companion of the lower classes.


Strangely enough, a few years later, the popularity of the breed gradually declined and the breed nearly became extinct. One reason was the large number of exports to Britain and the US. The fall in popularity was also attributed to the fact that the dogs were not uniform in type and, as a consequence, led to an increasing divergence of opinion among show judges. As a matter of fact, the general appearance of the dogs varied according to locality. Three varieties were described: the Louvain, the Brussels and the Antwerp types.


Toward the end of the 1880s, a group of Schipperke fanciers got together to save this breed, which was threatened by the possibility of extinction. They also wanted to obtain more uniformity in type; thus, they made a list of the desired breed characteristics. This list was based on the Antwerp type of Schipperke and would later become the breed standard.


On February 12 and 19, 1888, meetings were organized by Mr. Louis Van der Snickt. Fanciers and people who could give information about the breed were present. On March 4, 1888, the Schipperke Club was formed. The same year, on June 19, the official breed standard was adopted. Two very important points of the standard were the “absent” tail and the color, which was “self-colored black” only.
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The famous International Ch. Skip du Pare de I’Hay exhibits an excellent head and expression.
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At the Belgian elub’s specialty show in 1988, a record 117 entries were exhibited. Here are two of the winners: the Best of Breed was Ch. Athilia van de Noord-Oost-Hoek (left), and the Best Veteran was Gabar Vrouwvliet (right), handled by the author.


The show in Brussels on August 11 and 12, 1888 was a great success, drawing 77 Schipperke entries, a number which has only rarely been surpassed in Belgium since that date. In the years following the foundation of the Schipperke Club, the breed’s popularity increased greatly. The most active breeder in the early years was Mr. F. Reusens, owner of the first regular kennel, which was named Exter. He has been called the “Father of the Schipperke.” His first Schipperke was “Spits” (LOSH 1605), born in 1885 and registered in 1888. His

most important acquisition was “Franz,” whelped in 1889 but registered with the mention of “unknown origin.” Franz was considered to be the perfect Schipperke and is credited with being the foundation of the breed.


In 1930, the King of Belgium granted the title of “Royal” to the Schipperke Club, which was the original breed club. On May 29, 1988, the year of the 100th anniversary of the Belgian Royal Schipperke Club, 99 Schipperkes were entered at the International All-Breed Show in Brussels, which was organized by the Societé Royale St.-Hubert. The same year, on July 10, a record number of 117 Schipperkes were benched for the club’s specialty show. These two shows had the largest numbers of Schipperkes ever exhibited in Belgium.


At present, the popularity of the Schipperke in Belgium is rather constant. Over a recent ten-year period, an average of 27 litters per year was registered in the Belgian Stud Book, with the average size of a litter being three puppies.
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Three of the four Belgian shepherd breeds, from left to right: the Belgian Malinois, Belgian Sheepdog and Belgian Tervuren.
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A beautiful champion Belgian Tervuren, Vallivue Bon Chance, owned and bred by Sue and Mike Young.


BELGIAN SHEPHERDS AND SCHIPPERKES


It is generally accepted that the Belgian shepherds and the Schipperke have a common ancestor called the Leuvenaar. The Belgian shepherds, highly regarded the world over for their versatility, are rather similar in temperament to the Schipperke but are medium-sized and divided into four breeds that differ only in coat type and color. In Belgium and most parts of the world, these are considered varieties of one breed, the Belgian Shepherd Dog, while the American Kennel Club recognizes three of the varieties as separate breeds. The two longhaired varieties are the Groenendael (known as the Belgian Sheepdog in the US), which is black, and the Terveuren (known as the Belgian Tervuren in the US), which is red-fawn. The short-coated variety is the red-fawn Malinois (known as the Belgian Malinois in the US) and the rough-haired variety is the reddish-fawn Laekenois (not recognized by the AKC).


It is interesting to note that most Belgian shepherd owners who consider acquiring a second dog for their homes choose the Schipperke—that other Belgian (but small!) breed. Apparently, fanciers of Belgian shepherds and Schipperkes are joined in a kind of canine alliance or family-type relationship. In France, the Belgian shepherd and the Schipperke clubs even jointly publish their monthly magazine.


THE SCHIPPERKE IN GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND


After the Belgian Queen Marie-Henriette acquired a Schipperke in 1885, the demand for the breed increased everywhere and the “little black devil” suddenly became very popular in England. The first recorded importation into England was in 1887, and the formation of the English Schipperke Club followed in 1890. The breed has had its ups and downs, and problems with breeding have occurred. In 1896, the question of tail docking gave rise to disputes, which eventually subsided when it could be proven that the docking was done in a humane manner.


After both World Wars, the breed declined in popularity in the UK. In the 1920s and 1930s, the outline of the Schipperke changed because breeders tried to produce a dog with a more terrier-like coat, without the thick ruff around the neck and the culottes on the backs of the thighs. After 1920, it was decided in England, contrary to the Belgian standard, to allow other solid colors besides black, such as brown, blond and cream. These colors became permissible in other Anglo-Saxon countries also.


In recent years, although the number of registrations with The Kennel Club of England is not particularly high, the breed’s popularity is on the rise again. In England, the Schipperke was, and still remains, a very well-known and much-appreciated small, but superb, watchdog. In Ireland, which has become active in the breed as well, the future of the Schipperke looks hopeful.
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A modern Schipperke photographed in the Netherlands, where the breed is quite popular. Notice that this Schipperke has an undocked tail, a sight that is becoming more common in Europe today.
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Ch. Dante’s I Gotta Line on You, known as “Chloe” to her friends, is pictured at 12 years of age. Owner, Amy Gossman.


SCHIPPERKES IN THE US


BY BETTE WYNN


Schipperkes probably existed in the US during the time of the Revolutionary War, arriving with the Belgian settlers. However, first written documentation appears in 1891 in The American Book of the Dog, which features an illustration of Spalding of Midnight and Darkness, two Schipperkes owned by Walter J. Comstock of Providence, Rhode Island. Comstock imported these dogs in 1888.


The American Kennel Club (AKC) Stud Books record the first registration in 1904 and the first champion (Teddy R) in 1910.

Yperland kennels of Belgian, born Victor Verhelle, produced the first Best in Show (BIS) winner, Yperland Jet Black Skipper, and remained active through the war years. The first parent club was founded in 1905, but it dissolved during World War I.


It wasn’t until Isabel Ormiston of Kelso kennels began importing and breeding in the early 1920s that Schipperkes began to gain momentum in the States. The real history of the breed in America begins with Kelso. Her Ch. Maroufke of Kelso was well known as a top producer and a top winner in the show ring. Dogs of her breeding and Kelso dogs acquired by other breeders dominated the show ring for the next several decades. Her contribution to the breed can still be found in today’s winning dogs. The reputation and merit of the Kelso Schips are unequaled and a huge debt of gratitude is owed to Miss Ormiston, who died in 1954.


In 1929, the Schipperke Club of America (SCA) was founded, thanks to the dedication of these early breeders. In the years following the club’s formation, the breed steadily gained popularity. Today SCA entries at the national specialty can number over 200 entries, and the annual AKC registrations are around 1,000 or more, making the US the top producing country of Schipperkes in the world.


The 1930s produced the first dual titleholder, Ch. Michael Son of Ti, CDX, owned by Howard Claussen. Ti had two UD legs before his untimely death at age four years. Notable kennels that made an impact on the breed were: Burkes, Jet-O, Algene, Noirmont, Franswold, Cledlo, Marless and Walrose. Walrose had the distinction of winning Best Brace in Show at Westminster in 1949.


Of particular importance during the late 1960s and early 1970s was the outstanding show record of Ch. Klinahof’s Marouf A Draco. Draco, owned by J. D. Jones, bred by Klinahof kennels, and handled by Houston Clark, was the top winning Schipperke of all time with 12 Best in Show victories. This record was to stand for many years. He also produced 40 champion offspring.
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Resting on his laurels—momentarily—here’s “Thumper,” owned by Sherwood and Dianne Harris. Formally this handsome Schip is Ch. Sheradin When Spirits Talk.


Many influential kennels that would leave a lasting influence on the breed emerged during the 1950s through the 1970s. They include: Toni, Skipalong, Donrho, Honey Lane, Del-Dorel, Von Kay, Dream On, De Sang Bleu, De Valle Vue, San Dil, Lo-Lane, Starbrook, Jetstar, Landmark, A.R.E.S., Lynden, Elf-Mir, Kleingual, Belique, Cae, Green Lakes, Valkyra, Glen Kay, Ree-Daw, Barcarole, Spindrift, Braderie, Chestara, Knotty Knoll and Colehaven.


Both Skipalong and Jetstar produced many top winning and producing dogs that can be found in today’s pedigrees, following Miss Ormiston in their overall contribution to the breed.
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Ch. Shalako’s E.L. Fudge, bred and owned by Bette Wynn and Nancie Mages.


Ch. Skipalong Bon Fyr, bred by Skip-along kennels, is the top producing bitch of all time with 19 champion get. Among her most famous offspring were Ch. Skipalong Gadget and Ch. Skipalong Gidget. Skipalong also held the record for Best in Show dogs. Those dogs were: Ch. Skipalong’s Billy Bon Howdy Do, Ch. Skipalong’s El-Bimbo Jet, Ch. Skipalong Malagold Luvalot and Ch. Skipalong Oh Baby Face.
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Ch. Dante’s Fire When Ready, bred by J. and A. Gossman and owned by M. Jameson and P. Allison.


Of notable interest during the current period is that Draco’s Best in Show record was broken by Ch. Eatchurheartout de Sang Bleu in the early 1980s. “JoJo,” bred and owned by Maureen Garrity, won 13 Bests in Show and was the top Schip for five consecutive years (from 1981 through 1985). His son, Ch. Dream On One in a Million, bred and owned by Marcia Bailey, defeated JoJo’s record with 15 Bests in Show. These two dogs were handled by Nancie Mages,

and “Chance’s” record (set in 1989) still holds today.


Schipperkes continued to flourish with new breeders such as Nanhall, De Lamer, Dotsu, Coda, Blumoon, Chatelet, Sheradin, DiDeb, Birken Wald, Mentha, Osage, Trilogy, Sidekick, Starship, Dante and Shalako. All produced Best in Show-winning Schipperkes, which indeed shows that the judges are beginning to recognize and reward the breed for its excellence.


In 2004, Shalako kennels tied the record of the Skipalong BIS dogs, producing Ch. Shalako’s E.L. Fudge (also winner of a national specialty), Ch. Shalako’s Simply Simon, CD, Ch. Shalako’s Bartered at BarSu and Ch. Shalako’s Rockn’ Whisper.
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“Pat-a-caking” like the top winner he is, here’s Ch. Eatchurheartout de Sang Bleu, owned by breeder Maureen Garrity. JoJo is a Best in Show and Best in Specialty Show.


Kleingaul kennels bred Ch. Kleingauls Windjammer, another BIS dog shown in the 1990s. “Jammer” also won the SCA national specialty three times during his campaign, retiring the Schipperke Club of America challenge trophy.


Dante kennels has also won the national specialty multiple times with different dogs. Those dogs were Ch. Dante’s I Gotta Line on You (bitch), Ch. Dante’s Dancin’ in the Dark (bitch) and Ch. Dante Fire When Ready.


Raffinee and Chatelet produced Ch. Raffinee Spirit of Chatelet, who currently holds the record for top producing male with 65 champions to his credit. Not far behind him is Ch. Sheradin When Spirits Talk, who currently has 46 champions, and is also himself a Best in Show winner.


To the credit of today’s breeders, many current consistent winners are being campaigned as Veterans, proving the quality is long lasting and the breed is in good hands.


THE SCHIPPERKE IN CONTINENTAL EUROPE


In most countries on the Continent, the Schipperke is a remarkably well-known breed, although, according to the number of registrations, it is not considered one of the top breeds. The Schipperke is popular in France and the Netherlands and, to a lesser degree, in Germany and Italy. It is a beloved breed in the Scandinavian countries, where fanciers’ interest in the breed is steadily growing. In Belgium, the breed’s country of origin, where the human population is about ten million, an average of 80 to 85 Schipperkes are born every year and the popularity of the breed remains relatively consistent.
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Am. and Can. Ch. Shalako’s Bartered at Bar Su is a Best in Show winner owned by Betty Wynn, Donna Kendy and Ann Grosser.


In France, the Schipperke is numerically stronger than in Belgium. The French specialty clubwas formed in 1928. All over the world, the quality of French breeding programs is considered to be at least equal to that of Belgium. In France, a very close collaboration between the Belgian Shepherd Club and the Schipperke Club started in 1974 and is evident in the joint publication of their club magazine. This cooperation has been an important impetus for the increased popularity of the breed.


In the Netherlands, in the period following World War II, the Schipperke enjoyed only modest popularity. However, the 1970s saw a real revival of interest in the breed. Dutch Schipperke fanciers can also be very proud of the fact that it was in the Netherlands, in 1875, that a Schipperke appeared at a dog show for the very first time in the world.
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Ch. Shalako’s Simply Simon CD, owned by Bette Wynn, Ann Grosser and Donna Kenly, is a Best in Show winner.


In Germany, the number of registrations is very low; specifically, an average of 15 Schipperkes each year. It is the German club for the “small dog breeder” (Verband Deutscher Kleinhundezüchter) that is responsible for the breed. In Germany and Austria, the Schipperke was already a part of the canine scene at the end of the 19th century, shortly after the foundation of the specialty clubs in Belgium and England. From 1971 on, dogs were imported into Germany from Belgium, the United States, Canada, France and the Netherlands. In recent years, owing to heated discussions on hereditary disorders in dogs, interest has been renewed in robust problem-free breeds such as the Schipperke.
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