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Tell me in the morning about your love. I trust you.


Show me what I should do because my prayers go up to you.


PSALM 143:8 ICB
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INTRODUCTION





Jesus First is a fun and engaging devotional book designed to help you put Jesus at the center of your life. This book helps you understand why it’s best to put Jesus first in every situation.


Each day, your heart will discover how to love God, serve others, and grow in your faith through Bible verses, devotions, and prayers. Whether you’re at school, at home, or with friends, Jesus First encourages you to live with kindness, courage, and joy, always keeping Jesus as your guide.















JANUARY





With the loving mercy of our God, a new day from heaven will dawn upon us.


LUKE 1:78 NCV














JANUARY 1


GREAT MERCY





God has great mercy, and because of his mercy he gave us a new life. He gave us a living hope because Jesus Christ rose from death.


1 PETER 1:3 ICB


When Jesus rose from the dead, he destroyed the power of sin in your life. You are free to live without fear or shame. Every mistake you make is taken care of when you give it to Jesus.


Jesus is full of mercy. This means that he doesn’t punish you even if you deserve it. Instead, he forgives you whenever you ask. He wants you to share your whole heart with him. He loves to give you mercy!


Jesus, thank you for your mercy that frees me from the power of sin and offers me forgiveness.
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JANUARY 2


COMPASSIONATE ONE





Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is the Father who is full of mercy. And he is the God of all comfort.


2 CORINTHIANS 1:3 ICB


God is compassionate. That means he cares about your feelings and experiences. He notices you, and he is interested in your life. He loves to share your joy, and he comforts you when you are sad.


Do you need comfort today? Is there something you are sad about? God is ready to show you love and compassion. He wants to comfort you. Tell him what makes you sad and share your feelings with him.


Jesus, I need your love and comfort today for the things I am sad about.
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JANUARY 3


WHAT MATTERS MOST





Jesus has the power of God. His power has given us everything we need to live and to serve God. We have these things because we know him.


2 PETER 1:3 ICB


Jesus has the power to give you everything you need to live a life that is pleasing to God. Following God is not supposed to be stressful or impossible. He doesn’t ask you to do everything perfectly, and he isn’t mad when you have a hard time.


God wants a relationship with you more than anything else. He wants you to spend time with him, and he wants you to know how much he loves you.


Jesus, give me what I need today to serve you. Fill me with your love and help me trust in Jesus.
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JANUARY 4


SET FREE





God made us free from the power of darkness, and he brought us into the kingdom of his dear Son.


COLOSSIANS 1:13 ICB


None of us can set ourselves free from sin. Jesus is the only one who is strong enough to take our sin and completely get rid of it. His death and resurrection are the reason we can live in light instead of darkness.


You get to decide if you will trust Jesus for freedom or not. When you do, God rejoices. He loves it when his children choose to trust him. He is so happy when you ask for forgiveness and follow him.


God, thank you for sending Jesus to take my sin. Help me remember that you offer me freedom every day.
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JANUARY 5


REFLECT THE GLORY





The Son reflects the glory of God and shows exactly what God is like. He holds everything together with his powerful word.


HEBREWS 1:3 NCV


Jesus left Heaven to become a man and show us what God is like. His actions and words taught us that God is loving, powerful, and kind. He taught us that God loves to heal, encourage, and comfort people.


Jesus told people that his power came from God. He gave God the glory for the amazing things he did. He was humble, and he did not brag. When God helps you do something amazing, be sure to give him the glory.


God, help me show others who you are and the amazing things you can do.
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JANUARY 6


YOU ARE BLESSED





In Jesus you have been blessed in every way, in all your speaking and in all your knowledge.


1 CORINTHIANS 1:5 ICB


God has given you so many gifts and blessings. The Bible says you are rich because of Jesus. The more you understand his love, the more you will see how good he is.


As you learn about God’s riches, you can share them with other people. The words you say and how you act can teach others about the goodness of God. You can use your voice to share joy, kindness, and encouragement.


Jesus, thank you for blessing me in so many ways. May my words show your love to others.
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JANUARY 7


GOODNESS OF GOD





Because you have these blessings, do your best to add these things to your lives: to your faith, add goodness; and to your goodness, add knowledge.


2 PETER 1:5 NCV


God wants your heart to grow closer to him, and he wants you to become more like him. He tells you to add goodness to your faith. This means that believing in Jesus comes first, and trying to be kind to others comes next.


God doesn’t expect you to be perfect, but he wants you to try doing good things. You can live out your faith in big and small ways. It doesn’t have to be complicated or difficult. Every day is filled with chances to share God’s love with others.


God, show me how I can share your love with someone today. Teach me how to love like you.
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JANUARY 8


TRUE HOPE





You have this faith and love because of your hope, and what you hope for is saved for you in heaven. You learned about this hope when you heard the true teaching, the Good News.


COLOSSIANS 1:5 ICB


Your greatest treasure is saved for you in heaven. Saying yes to Jesus means that you will spend forever with him in heaven. He loves you so much and he wants to be with you.


When you have a hard day, remember that your hope is in heaven. None of your problems will last forever, and God will give you strength to face the day. He will encourage you when you are having a difficult time.


God, thank you for the treasure I have in heaven. Help me be strong and to follow you well.
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JANUARY 9


HIS CHILDREN





He decided long ago to adopt us. He adopted us as his children with all the rights children have. He did it because of what Jesus Christ has done. It pleased God to do it.


EPHESIANS 1:5 NIRV


God had a plan for your life before you were born. He chose you, and you are deeply loved. Your heavenly Father is proud of you, and he loves that you are his child.


You are a child of the King. Be proud of who you are and how God made you. He has so many good things in store for you. He wants you to know how much he loves you, and he wants to be close to you all the time.


God, remind me that I am your child when I start to feel shy or afraid. Thank you for including me in your family.
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JANUARY 10


ASK FREELY





If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. God is generous. He enjoys giving to all people, so God will give you wisdom.


JAMES 1:5 ICB


When you don’t know what to do, who do you go to for help? Don’t forget that God always wants to help you. He is generous, and he enjoys sharing his wisdom with you. He wants you to know that he is always on your side.


As a child of God, you can go to him at any time and for anything. You can ask for whatever you need. He loves to give good gifts to his children, and he’s always willing to help you.


God, please give me wisdom to know what to do and what not to do. Thank you for helping me when I ask.
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JANUARY 11


LEARN AND GROW





Let wise people listen and add to what they have learned. Let those who understand what is right get guidance.


PROVERBS 1:5 NIRV


It’s important to respect the people in your life who are older and wiser. No matter how old you get, there will always be someone who has more experience than you.


God put people in your life to teach and guide you. It’s good to admit that you need help and can’t do everything on your own. Your parents, teachers, and older family members are a gift and a blessing.


God, help me respect the wise people in my life. Keep me from trying to do everything alone.
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JANUARY 12


ALL THE TIME





Trust God all the time.


Tell him all your problems.


God is our protection.


PSALM 62:8 ICB


Each day is filled with new reasons to trust God. You might face a problem you’ve never experienced, or you might need help dealing with big emotions. No matter what happens, God is there to help you.


God wants to walk with you every day. He cares about each part of your life, and he wants you to know you are never alone. Tell him your problems and trust that he is ready and willing to show up for you.


God, thank you for helping me when I ask. Nothing is too big for you to handle. Teach me how to trust you more.
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JANUARY 13


GOOD WORK





God began doing a good work in you. And he will continue it until it is finished when Jesus Christ comes again. I am sure of that.


PHILIPPIANS 1:6 ICB


When you chose to follow Jesus, God began a good work in you. He promises to keep helping and guiding you for all your days. He will never leave you, and he will never stop loving you.


If you let him, Jesus will be your partner, friend, and teacher for the rest of your life. He will never give up on you. He holds your life in his hands, and you can trust him to lead you through whatever you might face.


God, it is exciting to know that you are doing good things in my life. Thank you for being with me every step of the way.
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JANUARY 14


POWER OVER FEAR





God gave us his Spirit. And the Spirit doesn’t make us weak and fearful. Instead, the Spirit gives us power and love.


2 TIMOTHY 1:7 NIRV


Fear is not from God. The devil wants you to be afraid. He wants you to worry, feel stressed, and give up on God’s promises. When you feel afraid, remember that God offers to help you.


God gives you the power to be brave. He helps you control your thoughts when worry creeps in. Instead of feeling anxious, give your worries to God. His Holy Spirit will bring peace to your heart and mind.


God, I give you my fear today. Fill me with your Holy Spirit and give me strength.
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JANUARY 15


BETTER THAN





Who are you to judge your brother or sister? Why do you act like you’re better than they are? We will all stand in God’s courtroom to be judged.


ROMANS 14:10 NIRV


Judging someone else is when you decide if their actions are right or wrong. The Bible teaches us not to judge. God is the only one who knows the details of everyone’s life. He is the only one who can make a perfect judgment.


Don’t forget that you make just as many mistakes as anyone else. It’s not your job to keep track of how other people live or behave. Instead, trust that God knows what is best.


God, help me focus on loving people rather than judging them. Help me treat others with the same grace you give me.
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JANUARY 16


RICH IN GRACE





We have been set free because of what Christ has done. Because he bled and died our sins have been forgiven. We have been set free because God’s grace is so rich.


EPHESIANS 1:7 NIRV


Jesus came to earth to share his love with anyone who wanted it. He died a terrible death on the cross so that your sins could be forgiven. He is the reason you can experience God’s grace.


Jesus is willing to forgive you every time you do something wrong. You don’t have to feel bad about your mistakes forever or hide your weaknesses. You can give your sin to Jesus and trust him to take care of it.


Jesus, thank you for dying so that I could have forgiveness. Help me be gracious to others when they make mistakes.
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JANUARY 17


FILLED WITH JOY





You have not seen Christ, but still you love him. You cannot see him now, but you believe in him. You are filled with a joy that cannot be explained.


1 PETER 1:8 ICB


You can believe in Jesus even though you can’t see him. You won’t see him standing in front of you, but he will show you his love. He will strengthen your faith, and he will show you proof of his goodness.


The world is filled with evidence of Jesus. You can look at the beauty of creation, the truth of the Bible, and the testimonies of other people. Each of those things can help you grow in love for the Lord.


Jesus, thank you for your love and filling me with your joy. Even though I can’t see you, I love you.
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JANUARY 18


HOLY POWER





“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you.”


ACTS 1:8 NIRV


Jesus sent the Holy Spirit when he went back to heaven. The Holy Spirit is a helper, who gives you the power to live a godly life. The Holy Spirit reminds you of the truth, gives you wisdom, and encourages you when you need it.


The Holy Spirit is God’s gift to you! It’s exciting to know that you have the same Holy Spirit power in you that raised Jesus from the dead. Don’t forget to lean on him whenever you need help.


Jesus, I am so thankful for the power of the Holy Spirit. Remind me to pray for every need I see.
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JANUARY 19


THE EVERLASTING ONE





“The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.


I am the One who is and was and is coming.


I am the All-Powerful.”


REVELATION 1:8 ICB


God has always existed. He doesn’t get older, and his time will never run out. He is here now, he was there at the beginning of time, and he will keep going forever.


God, the everlasting one, will come back and defeat evil for good. He is all-powerful, and he promises to make everything perfect again. You can look forward to that victorious day because God always keeps his promises.


God, help me understand how special and powerful you are. I look forward to the day when you will come again.
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JANUARY 20


CONFESSION





If we confess our sins, he will forgive our sins. We can trust God. He does what is right. He will make us clean from all the wrongs we have done.


1 JOHN 1:9 ICB


Confess your sins right away. Run to God and remember that he is happy to forgive you. You don’t need to carry your mistakes around or wait for a good time to talk to God. You can talk to him anytime.


There is nothing you could do that God would not forgive. He loves you so much, and he doesn’t want sin to separate you from his love. He is always ready to forgive you and make your heart clean again.


Jesus, thank you for forgiving me every time I confess my sins to you. I won’t wait; I will do it right away.
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JANUARY 21


FOLLOW JESUS





A person must continue to follow only the teaching of Christ. If he goes beyond Christ’s teaching, then he does not have God.


2 JOHN 1:9 ICB


As we follow Jesus, we should try to live how he lived. The Bible shows us how he spoke, acted, and treated people. When we don’t know what to do, we can look at his example.


There are a lot of people who say and do good things, but they aren’t Jesus. They are human, and humans make mistakes. Only Jesus was perfect and always good. His way of living is always best.


Jesus, I only want to follow you. Help me know the difference between your teachings and the lies of the world.
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JANUARY 22


LIVE IN PEACE





You are joined together with peace through the Spirit.


Do all you can to continue together in this way.


Let peace hold you together.


EPHESIANS 4:3 ICB


Everyone has their own opinions, thoughts, and ideas. Being different isn’t bad, but it can cause people to fight about who’s right and wrong. It’s easy to argue, but it’s better to try to stay calm and find a solution.


Jesus wants you to live in peace with others. You can honor him by being creative and finding ways to work together. Share ideas, choose to be peaceful, and don’t push to get your way.


Jesus, thank you for putting different people in my life to help me learn and grow. Help me be peaceful and not fight to get my way.
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JANUARY 23


HE WILL SAVE YOU





God has saved us from deadly dangers. And he will continue to do it. We have put our hope in him. He will continue to save us.


2 CORINTHIANS 1:10 NIRV


God delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt many years ago. He continued to save his people through history. He protected his people in biblical times, and he still does it today.


God is your defender and protector. He saves you from the power of sin, and he is your shelter when life is stormy. In every circumstance, God is on your side.


God, thank you for saving me. Thank you for holding me in your hands. I trust you to deliver me through all things.
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JANUARY 24


GOD FIRST





Do you think I am trying to make people accept me? No, God is the One I am trying to please. Am I trying to please people? If I still wanted to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.


GALATIANS 1:10 NCV


It feels good to please your parents and teachers. Everyone likes to hear compliments and praise. Remember that God’s opinion matters most! He is the one you are meant to serve.


You cannot make everyone happy. It’s not your job to please everyone around you. It’s more important to please God. Give him your life and follow his example above all else.


God, thank you for reminding me that I should please you over all others. I only want to serve you.
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