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ANASTASIS
A TREATISE


ON THE JUDGMENT OF THE DEAD
AT




The APPEARING OF CHRIST


With reference to the nature of the body


when it first emerges from the grave




BY JOHN THOMAS, M.D.


Author, of "Elpis Israel"; "Eureka, an Exposition of the Apocalypse”; and other works.


"There shall be a RESURRECTION OF DEAD Ones, both of just and unjust ones.”—(PAUL.)


"And as Paul reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and the JUDGEMENT TO COME, Felix
trembled.”—(Acts xxiv. 25.)


"Why should It be thought a thing Incredible with you, that the Deity should raise the
dead? “—(PAUL To AGRIPPA.)


BIRMINGHAM:
“THE CHRISTADELPHIAN”, 21, HENDON ROAD,
SPARKHILL, 11.
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Note most of the Greek characters are not recognized by the scanner and are represented by (xxxxxxx)


ANASTASIS.


RESURRECTION and Aeon -JUDGMENT are the subject-matter of these pages.
Etymologically, resurrection is a rising again, from the Latin word resurgo. In the Greek original of the New Testament it is represented by the noun dvdoruot;, as in Acts xxiv. 15, Where Paul, in his address to Felix, declares that he entertains the hope that there shall be a resurrection of dead ones, both of just ones and also of unjust ones ‘‘. This word anastasis signifies a rising up, a standing up from dviorijun, to stand up, or again, to cause to rise, &c. The word resurrection occurs about forty times in the English testament, but not once in the Old Testament, though the subject is amply set forth in the Law and the Prophets ‘‘, only in other terms.
Thus, in Luke xx., the Great Teacher, in his argument against time Sadducees who deny that there is any resurrection “, declares that MOSES taught it in the Law and cites from his book of Exodus iii. 6, in proof that he did so. The words of ,JESUS are these: Now that the dead ones are reared up (xxxx), Moses also showed at the bush, when he called Yahweh the Elohim of Abraham, and the Elohim of Isaac, and the Elohim of Jacob. For DE1TY is not (afffirmable) of dead ones, but of living ones, for they all live to Him’. This is unquestionable proof that Moses taught the resurrection of some from among dead ones, although the word does not occur in his writings. The phrase Yahweh Elohim’ .‘Abraham implies this: for Yahweh is the name of the Eternal Spirit, and Elohim are powerful ones. .He who shall be the powerful ones of Abraham is the plain English of Moses’ words. The Eternal Spirit, or Power, manifested in Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, necessitates their egersis and anastasis——-their rebuilding and standing up: for there can he no such manifestation in unorganized dust of the ground which was the then, and is the now, condition of these fathers.. At present, they are merely historical characters, without any existence, corporeal or incorporeal, in the universe of the Deity yet they all live to Him “ in an indefinite present. I say indefinite, because Jesus, in his discourse with the Sadducees, , did not define the time of their resurrection, but simply affirmed they all live to Him ‘‘. But, can it be inferred when? Truly yes when he becomes their Elohim
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so that, as Paul says, “ Deity, who makes the dead ones living, calls the things not existing, as though existing (Rom.iv. 17).
David, one of the prophets, speaks copiously of resurrection in the Psalms. The word is not found there, but the thing itself very frequently is. He treats of the resurrection of his descendant, the Christ, from among the dead to the end that He may reign King in Zion as the sovereign ruler of the world. He teaches this in the second Psalm. “ In death “, he says, “ there is no remembrance of the Deity “(Psalm vi .5), and “ the dead praise not the Lord, neither any that go down into silence ‘‘ (Psalm cxv. 17) “ the living know that they shall die, but the dead know not anything: their love, and their hatred, and their envy, are now perished “: hence, “there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in SHEOL, whither thou goest “ (Eccl. ix. 5, 6, 10). This Sheol is styled in Job x. 22, ‘‘the land of darkness ‘‘: and in Psalm lxxxviii. 12, ‘‘the land of forgetfulness ‘‘ and in Psalm xxx. 3, and many other places, ‘‘the grave”
Thus the Scriptures speak of the DEATH-STATE into which all go when they depart from among the living. While “in death’’ they are said to sleep. From this sleep some never awake which is equivalent to saying that they are never the subject of resurrection. This is evident from Jer. Ii. 57, where, speaking of the princes, wise men, captains, rulers, and mighty ones of Babylon, time Eternal Spirit saith ‘‘ they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake ‘‘: and Isaiah speaking of the same class, says, “ They are dead, they shall not live they are deceased, they shalt not rise therefore, hast Thou visited and destroyed  them and made all their memory to perish ‘‘ (xxvi.14) so that ‘‘ the man that wandereth out of the way of under¬standing shall remain in the congregation of the dead ‘‘ (Prov’ xxi.16)	: a decree of very extensive application.
But all dead ones in the grave shall not sleep the sleep of death perpetually. “ The wicked shall be turned unto sheol, all the nations that forget God for the needy shall not always be forgotten the expectation of the poor shall not perish for ever ‘‘ (Psalm ix. 17-18). These poor and needy are those dead ones, who, while living, “ obtained a good report “through that faith which is ‘‘the full assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen “ (Heb. xi. 1, 39). These are they styled by David in the Psalms the righteous, who shall flourish as the palm tree the upright in their hearts the seed to be accounted to YAHWEH for a generation the excellent in the earth, in whom is all His delight those who regard His works and the operation of His hands His people His inheritance them that reverence Him the blessed, whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered, to whom Yahweh imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no
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guile; the broken of heart and the contrite of spirit; they who shall inherit the earth and dwell therein for ever; the meek, who shall delight themselves with abundance of peace; the saints, who are preserved for the Olahm, and shall shout aloud for joy, when they execute the judgments written; the perfect, whose end is peace; His lovers and His friends; the fellows of the King, and princes in all the earth; those under whose feet the peoples and nations are to be subdued; the Man styled by Paul “the One Body “; the prisoners of Yahweh; His servants, who take pleasure in the stones of Zion; the heavens who declare His righteousness those who keep His covenant, and remember His commandments to do them; the seed of Abraham His servant, the children of Jacob His chosen; the priests of Zion clothed with salvation; the kings of the earth, who shall sing in the ways of Yahweh. These have been sleeping the sleep of death for ages; but, inasmuch as that many of the things affirmed of them by the Eternal Spirit, are no part of the estate of the poor and needy during their sojourn among the living, it follows that, as not one jot or tittle of the divine word shall fail, by implication David inculcates their resurrection to execute the judgments written against the kings and nobles of the nations; to take possession of the earth, and to dwell therein for ever.
This, then, is the teaching of the Old Testament scriptures that there shall be an awakening and standing up of certain of the dead— not of the dead universally; and that, after this, there shall be judgment. But this awakening from the sleep of death is not taught there simply by implication. It is directly testified. In the book of Job, the most ancient section of the word, the patriarch says, “ I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand in the latter day upon the earth; and, after I shall awake, though this body be destroyed, yet from out of my flesh shall I see ELOAH; whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not a stranger
(xix. 25-27). This was the hope of those who held the true faith in the days of Job, and of Moses. They expected to awake from the sleep of death, and after the destruction of the body in Sheol; and again to be bodies of flesh capable of beholding the Redeemer: This was awaking to renewed corporeal existence—a reorganization of their disintegrated remains with renewed identity. This was awaking, coming, or springing forth, and standing again, or resurrection.
Many passages of like import might be adduced from the prophetic writings: but the limit assigned to these pages will not allow of quotation. I will merely remark here that “the poor and needy “, whom James so amply characterizes, “poor in the world, but rich in faith “, while strangers and pilgrims among the living, are styled by Isaiah, “ Yahweh’s dead ones “, and “ His dead body “.
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Concerning them, he says, “they shall live “, “they shall arise “. They are to come forth from the dust of sheol; in which, having been reduced thereto, they are considered as dwelling, as well as sleeping. Hence, the Eternal Spirit, who makes them live and spring forth by His power, addresses them prophetically in the words, “Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust “. They must awake in order to sing, which implies previous reorganization—the formation of their dust into bodies again; for dust cannot praise in song, neither any that go down into the silence of “the land of forgetfulness “ (Psa. xxx. 9 lxxxviii. 11-12: cxv. 17).
In sheol all the elements are there ready for a synthetic operation to be elaborated by him, who, while tabernacling in the flesh among the Jews, said, “ I am the resurrection and the life “. He alone can perform the wonderful and mighty synthesis— the reunion of the gaseous elements with the dust, and their develop¬ment into forms, the living images and likenesses of those to whom the dust formerly belonged. This is resurrection—the repro¬duction of a former intelligent being by almighty synthetic power, styled by Paul, “the energy whereby he is able to subdue all things to himself” (Phil. iii. 21). He who recombines these simple elements of the dead is THE WORD, in whom is life, and by whom all things were made (John i. 3-4). This Word is the Resurrection—the Eternal Spirit, “who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto “. His name is YAH, by which He is well pleased to be extolled (Psa. lxviii. 4). He takes away men’s breath, and they die, and return to their dust. He subjects them to analysis; and then at the time appointed, He reverses the operation, in sending forth His spirit for their renewal (Psa. civ. 29-30). This is the formative or re-creative power of resurrection. The gases and the (lust might all be mechanically and intimately combined; hut no image and likeness of a previous entity would result. The power of the LIFE-WORD, intelligently operative, is indispensable. This power sent forth by Deity, and applied by Jesus (2 Cor. iv. 14), in its application, secretly and silently, will synthesize the gases and the dust of sheol, and from “the sides of the pit, wherein no water is “, and where no forms exist, this formative power will evolve living men and women, who shall come forth from the land of darkness, where the light is as darkness (Job x. 21-22), like dew “from the womb of the dawn “. He, by whom this power is applied, may well be styled “the Wonderful, the Counselor, the Mighty Power, the Father of Eternity “. What an astonishing evolution of living substantial intelligences out of a few invisible elemental principles of nature It cannot be said that they are created out of nothing, any more than such a creation could be affirmed of the dew. The crude materials abound in sheol, where they would continue eternally in a formless condition, irrespective of their natural affinities. These would
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