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The Complete Works of Ben Franklin is a masterful compilation that captures the diverse range of Franklin's writings, encompassing his essays, letters, and scientific discoveries. Franklin's literary style is marked by wit, clarity, and practical wisdom, embodying the Enlightenment spirit while also reflecting the complexities of American life during the 18th century. Through his engagement with themes of self-improvement, civic responsibility, and the quest for knowledge, Franklin invites readers to examine the intersection of personal and societal growth in a rapidly changing world. Benjamin Franklin, one of America's Founding Fathers, was not only a politician but also a prolific writer, inventor, and philosopher. His remarkable life experiences—from humble beginnings as an apprentice to a successful printer to his instrumental role in the American Revolution—shaped his worldview and his commitment to Enlightenment principles. Franklin's passion for education, science, and public service deeply influenced his writings, reinforcing his status as a multifaceted intellectual and a leading figure in early American history. The Complete Works of Ben Franklin is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the foundations of American thought, the ideals of democracy, and the pursuit of personal virtue. Franklin's engaging prose and insightful observations provide timeless lessons that resonate in our contemporary world, making this work a valuable addition to both academic studies and general literature.
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In "Boswelliana: The Commonplace Book of James Boswell, with a Memoir and Annotations," James Boswell presents a rich tapestry of his thoughts, reflections, and observations that span various facets of life, including philosophy, literature, and interpersonal relationships. The literary style is introspective and candid, revealing not only his literary prowess but also his deep psychological insights. As a commonplace book, this collection serves as a mirror of Boswell's intellectual milieu during the 18th century, inviting readers to traverse the cultural contexts that shaped his world and thoughts, offering revealing annotations that enhance the understanding of his literary contributions. James Boswell, known primarily for his biographical work on Samuel Johnson, was a prominent figure in the Scottish Enlightenment. His unique combination of legal training and literary acumen informed his writings, allowing him to blend scholarly precision with conversational accessibility. Boswell's life, punctuated by his relationships with the luminaries of his time, profoundly influenced his perspective and the thematic content of this collection. His curiosity and observational prowess are evident throughout, showcasing his ability to distill the ineffable essence of human experiences. "Boswelliana" is a compelling read that invites those interested in 18th-century literature, personal reflection, and the art of memoir to engage with Boswell's intricate thoughts. This book not only provides rich insights into Boswell's psyche but also offers a broader understanding of the literary and social environment of his time. It is recommended for scholars, students, and casual readers alike, eager to explore the nuanced intersections of life, thought, and literary expression.
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Mary Shelley's "Lives of the Most Eminent Literary and Scientific Men & Women (Vol. 1-5)" is a remarkable exploration of the lives and contributions of pivotal figures in literature and science. With her characteristic Romantic style, Shelley weaves together biographical sketches that highlight the profound impact these individuals had on their respective fields. The work stands out not only for its literary merit but also for its thematic exploration of the interplay between creativity and intellect during an era marked by monumental changes in scientific thought and literary expression. Shelley's narrative is rich, engaging, and often reflective, inviting readers to consider the complexities of genius and morality in a rapidly evolving world. Mary Shelley, best known for her iconic novel "Frankenstein," was a trailblazer in her own right, deeply immersed in the intellectual currents of the early 19th century. Influenced by her friendships with pioneers like Lord Byron and Percy Bysshe Shelley, her interest in the interplay of literature and science is palpable throughout this series. Her unique perspectives on gender, science, and art lend authenticity and depth to her biographical subjects, drawing upon her extensive literary knowledge and personal experiences. I wholeheartedly recommend Shelley's "Lives of the Most Eminent Literary and Scientific Men & Women" to anyone interested in the intersection of literature, science, and history. This thought-provoking collection not only honors the legacy of great minds but also encourages contemporary readers to reflect on the enduring significance of their contributions. Shelley's eloquence and insight make this work an essential addition to the library of any literary scholar or enthusiast.
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In "Parallel Lives," Plutarch presents a profound exploration of moral character through biographical sketches of prominent Greek and Roman figures. This seminal work juxtaposes the lives of notable individuals, such as Alexander the Great and Julius Caesar, examining their virtues and vices in a narrative that intertwines biography with philosophy. Plutarch's literary style is a rich tapestry of anecdotal evidence and moral reflection, written in a way that appeals to both the intellect and the imagination. Contextually, the text emerges from a time of cultural exchange in the Greco-Roman world, highlighting the shared moral philosophies of these two civilizations while also emphasizing their distinct political legacies. Plutarch, a Greek biographer, philosopher, and historian from the first century AD, was deeply influenced by the philosophical ideals of his time, particularly Stoicism and Platonic thought. His extensive work and travel across the Roman Empire, along with his engagement with various intellectual traditions, informed his approach in "Parallel Lives." By seeking to illustrate the ethical dimensions of leadership and individual conduct, Plutarch invited readers to draw parallels between their lives and those of historical figures, aiming to cultivate moral virtues. Readers enthralled by the intersections of history, philosophy, and ethics will find "Parallel Lives" both enlightening and resonant. It serves not only as a historical account but also as a reflective guide for personal growth. Plutarch's insights continue to be relevant, making this work a timeless treasure for anyone seeking to understand the complexities of human behavior through the lens of historical figures.
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In "Lives of Boulton and Watt: Principally from the Original Soho Mss," Samuel Smiles chronicles the transformative partnership between two of the Industrial Revolution's most pivotal figures: Matthew Boulton and James Watt. This work is not merely a biographical account but also a literary tapestry woven from extensive original manuscripts, highlighting the innovative spirit and entrepreneurial zeal that defined the era. Smiles employs a narrative style marked by both scholarly rigor and engaging storytelling, immersing readers in the socio-economic context of 18th-century England, where industry and invention reshaped society. Samuel Smiles, a Scottish author and social reformer, dedicated his life to advocating for self-help and positive individualism. His background in engineering and passionate interest in the mechanics of progress led him to explore the lives of Boulton and Watt, not only as inventors but as quintessential examples of the industrious spirit that he celebrated throughout his works. Their legacies align seamlessly with Smiles' ethos of self-improvement, making this biography a compelling exploration of human potential. This book is recommended for both historians and general readers interested in the cultural and technological forces that propelled the Industrial Revolution. Smiles' insightful analysis and vivid storytelling breathe life into the remarkable achievements of Boulton and Watt, providing invaluable lessons on perseverance, ingenuity, and the undeniable power of collaboration.
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MIMOSA AND MAN

Dr. Bose showed not only that the nervous impulse in plant and in man is exalted or inhibited under identical conditions but carried the parallelism very far and pointed out the blighting effects on life of a complete seclusion and protection from the world outside. "A plant carefully protected under glass from outside shocks", says Sir Jagadis "looks sleek and flourishing; but its higher nervous function is then found to be atrophied. But when a succession of blows is rained on this effete and bloated specimen, the shocks themselves create nervous channels and arouse anew the deteriorated nature. And is it not shocks of adversity, and not cotton-wool protection, that evolve true manhood?"25

ROYAL SOCIETY

Having found that his investigation on Mimosa had broken down the barriers which separated kindred phenomena, Dr. Bose next communicated the results of his wonderful researches to the Royal Society. His paper was read, at a meeting of the Society, held on the 6th March 1913. The Royal Society now found that Dr. Bose had rendered the seemingly impossible, possible—had made the plant tell its own story by means of its self-made records. It could no longer withhold the recognition which was his due. The barred gates, at last, opened and the paper of Dr. Bose "On an Automatic Method, for the investigation of the Velocity of Transmission of Excitation in Mimosa" found publication in the "Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society" in Vol. 204, Series B.

HIS FURTHER INVESTIGATIONS

Dr. Bose next pursued with great vigour his investigations on the Irritability of Plants. By making the plant tell its own story, by means of its self-made records, he showed that there is hardly any phenomenon of irritability observed in the animal which is not also found in the plant and that the various manifestations of irritability in the plant are identical with those in the animal and that many difficult problems in Animal Physiology find their solution in the experimental study of corresponding problems under simpler conditions of vegetable life.

HOURS OF SLEEP OF THE PLANT

It may be mentioned that Dr. Bose showed one very remarkable fact—from the summaries of the automatic records of the responses given by a plant (which was subjected to an impulse during all hours of the day and night)—that it wakes up during morning slowly, becomes fully alert by noon, and becomes sleepy only after midnight, resembling man in a surprising manner.

"IRRITABILITY OF PLANTS"

Dr. Bose embodied the results of his fascinating researches, obtained by the introduction of new methods, in another remarkable volume—"Researches on Irritability of plants"—which was published, in 1913.

FURTHER RECOGNITION

In recognition of his valuable researches, Dr. J. C. Bose was invested with the insignia of the Companion of the Order of the Star of India by His Majesty the King Emperor, on the occasion of his Coronation Durbar, at Delhi, in 1911.

The intelligentsia of Bengal showed also their tardy appreciation by calling on him to preside over the deliberations of the Mymensing meeting of the Bengal Literary Conference, held on the 14th April 1911, when he delivered a unique Address,26 in the Bengali language, on the results of his epoch-making researches.

The Calcutta University next showed its belated recognition, by conferring on him the degree of D.Sc. honoris causa, in 1912.

And the Punjab University also showed its appreciation by inviting him, in 1913, to deliver a course of lectures on the results of his investigation.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Dr. J. C. Bose was invited to give his evidence before the Royal Commission on the Public Services in India. With reference to the Method of Recruitment, he observed, in his written statement, as follows:—" … I think that a high standard of scholarship should be the only qualification insisted on. Graduates of well-known Universities, distinguished for a particular line of study, should be given the preference. I think the prospects of the Indian Educational Service are sufficiently high to attract the very best material. In Colonial Universities they manage to get very distinguished men without any extravagantly high pay. … At present the recruitment in the Indian Educational Service is made in England and is practically confined to Englishmen. Such racial preference is, in my opinion, prejudicial to the interest of education. The best men available, English or Indian, should be selected impartially, and high scholarship should be the only test. … It is unfortunate that Indian graduates of European Universities who had distinguished themselves in a remarkable manner do not for one reason or other find facilities for entering the higher Educational Service. … I should like to add that these highly qualified Indians need only opportunities to render service which would greatly advance the cause of higher education. … If promising Indian graduates are given the opportunity of visiting foreign Universities, I have no doubt that they would stand comparison with the best recruits that can be obtained from the West. … As teachers and workers it is an incontestable fact that Indian Officers have distinguished themselves very highly, and anything which discriminates between Europeans and Indians in the way of pay and prospects is most undesirable. A sense of injustice is ill-calculated to bring about that harmony which is so necessary among all the members of an educational institution, professors and students alike."27 Pressing next for a high level of scholarship, in the Indian Educational Service, he wrote:—

"It has been said that the present standard of Indian Universities is not as high as that of British Universities, and that the work done by the former is more like that of the 6th form of the public schools in England. It is therefore urged that what is required for an Educational officer in the capacity to manage classes rather than high scholarship. I do not agree with these views. (1) There are Universities in Great Britain whose standards are not higher than ours; I do not think that the Pass Degree even of Oxford or Cambridge is higher than the corresponding degree here (2) the standard of the Indian University is being steadily raised; (3) the standard will depend upon what the men entrusted with Educational work will make it. For these reasons it is necessary that the level of scholarship represented by the Indian Educational Service should be maintained very high."28

He then dwelt on what should be the aim of Higher Education in India and observed as follows:—

" … I think that all the machinery to improve the higher education in India would be altogether ineffectual unless India enters the world movement for the advancement of knowledge. And for this it is absolutely necessary to touch the imagination of the people so as to rouse them to give their best energies to the work of research and discovery, in which all the nations of the world are now engaged. To aim anything less will only end in lifeless and mechanical system from which the soul of reality has passed away."28

He was called, on the 18th December 1913, and was put to a searching examination by the Members of the Royal Commission. The evidence that he gave is instinct with patriotism and is highly remarkable for its simplicity and directness about the things he said. To the Chairman (Lord Islington) he stated that he "favoured an arrangement by which Indians would enter the higher ranks of the service, either through the Provincial Service or by direct recruitment in India. The latter class of officers, after completing their education in India, should ordinarily go to Europe with a view to widening their experience. By this he did not wish to decry the training given in the Indian Universities, which produce some of the very best men, and he would not make the rule absolute. It was not necessary for men of exceptional ability to go to England in order to occupy a high chair. Unfortunately, on account of there being no openings for men of genius in the Educational Service, distinguished men were driven to the profession of Law. In the present condition of India a larger number of distinguished men were needed to give their lives to the education of the people.

" … The educational service ought to be regarded not as a profession, but as a calling. Some men were born to be teachers. It was not a question of race, of course; in order to have an efficient educational system, there must be an efficient organisation, but this should not be allowed to become fossilised, and thus stand in the way of healthy growth. … A proportion of Europeans in the service, was needed, but only as experts and not as ordinary teachers. Only the very best men should be obtained from Europe and for exceptional cases. The general educational work should be done entirely by Indians, who understood the difficulties of the country much better than any outsider. He advocated the direct recruitment of Indians in India by the local Government in consultation with the Secretary of State, rather than by the Secretary of State alone. Indians were under a great difficulty, in that they could not remain indefinitely in England after taking their degrees and being away from the place of recruitment their claims were overlooked. There was no reason why a European should be paid a higher rate of salary than an Indian on account of the distance he came. An Indian felt a sense of inferiority if a difference was made as regards pay. The very slight saving which Government made by differentiating between the two did not compensate for the feeling of wrong done. This feeling would remain even if the pay was the same, but an additional grant in the shape of a foreign service allowance was made to Europeans. All workers in the field of education should feel a sense of solidarity, because they were all serving one greet cause, namely, education."29

Being asked by Sir Valentine Chirol, he said "If a foreign professor would not come and serve in India for the same remuneration as he obtained in his own country, he would certainly not force him to come."29

To Mr. Abdur Rahim he said: "Recruitment for the Educational Service should be made in the first place in India, if suitable men were available; but if not then he would allow the best outsiders to be brought in. In the present state of the country it would be very easy to fill up many of the chairs by selecting the best men in India. The aim of the universities should be to promote two classes of work—first, research; and, secondly, an all-round sound education. … "29

In answer to questions of Mr. Madge, he said: "Any idea that the educational system of India was so far inferior to that of England, that Indians, who had made their mark, had done so, not because of the educational system of the country, but in spite of it, was quite unfounded. The standard of education prevailing in India was quite up to the mark of several British Universities. It was as true of any other country in the world as of India that education was valued as a means for passing examination, and not only for itself, and there was no more cramming in India than elsewhere. The West certainly brought to the East a modern spirit, which was very valuable, but it would be dearly purchased by the loss of an honourable career for competent Indians in their own country. The educational system in India had in the past been too mechanical, but a turn for the better was now taking place and the Universities were recognising the importance of research work, and were willing to give their highest degrees to encourage it."30

To Mr. Fisher, he said that he "desired to secure for India Europeans who had European reputations in their different branches of study. If it was necessary to go outside India or England, to procure good men, he would prefer to go to Germany. This was the practice in America where they were annexing all the great intellects of Europe. He would like to see India entering the world movement in the advance and march of knowledge. It was of the highest importance that there should be an intellectual atmosphere in India. It would be of advantage if there were many Indians in the Educational Service. For they came more in contact with the people, and influenced their intellectual activity. Besides, on retirement they would live in India, and their ripe experience would be at their countrymen's service."31

To Mr. Gokhale, he said that he "knew of three instances in which the Colonies had secured distinguished men on salaries which were lower than those given to officers of the Indian Educational Service. One was at Toronto, another was in New Zealand and the third at Yale University. The salaries on the two latter cases were £600 and £500 a year. The same held good as regards Japan. The facts there had been stated in a Government of India publication as follows: 'Subsequent to 1895 there were 67 professors recruited in Europe and America. Of these 20 came from Germany, 16 from England and 12 from the United States. The average pay was £384. In the highest Imperial University the average pay is £684. As soon as Japanese could be found to do the work, even tolerably well, the foreigner was dropped.' When he first started work in India, he found that there was no physical laboratory, or any grant made for a practical experimental course. He had to construct instruments with the help of local mechanics, whom he had to train. All this took him ten years. He then undertook original investigation at his own expense. The Royal Society became specially interested in his work and desired to give him parliamentary grant for its continuation. It was after this that the Government of Bengal came forward and offered him facilities for research. In the Educational Service he would take men of achievement from any where; but men of promise he would take from his own country."32

To Sir Theodore Morison, he said: "There should be one scale of pay for all persons in the higher Educational Department. The rate of salary, Rs. 200 rising to Rs. 1,500 per month, was suitable subject to the proviso that a man of great distinction, instead of beginning at the lowest rate of pay, should start some where in the middle of the list, say, at Rs. 400 or Rs. 500. He would make no difference in regard to Europeans or Indians in that respect. … It would not be right for a great Government to grant a minimum of pay to Indian Professors and an extravagantly high pay to their European Colleagues, for doing the same kind of work."33

To Mr. Gupta, he said that "He desired one Service, because he thought it was most degrading that certain man, although they were doing the same work should be classed in a Provincial Service, while others should be classed in an Imperial Service. The prospects of the members of the Provincial Service were not at all what they ought to be, and that was the reason why the best men were not attracted to it."33

FOURTH SCIENTIFIC DEPUTATION (1914–15)

Though the theories of Dr. Bose received acceptance from the leading scientific men of the Royal Society, yet Dr. Bose realised the necessity of bringing about a general conviction as to the truth of the identity of life-reactions in plant and in animal. So he looked for an opportunity of giving demonstration of his discoveries before the leading Scientific Societies of the World. And that opportunity came. The Royal Institution of Great Britain again invited him to deliver a 'Friday evening discourse' on the results of his new researches. The University of Oxford and Cambridge also followed suit. The Government of India also showed their appreciation by sending him again on a Deputation for placing his discoveries before the Scientific world. He remained on deputation from the 3rd April 1914 to the 12th June 1915.
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