
        
            [image: Cover]
        

    

    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: Asperger Syndrome



Wikipedia contributors

9788026864257

6370

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Asperger syndrome (AS), also known as Asperger's, is a developmental disorder characterized by significant difficulties in social interaction and nonverbal communication, along with restricted and repetitive patterns of behavior and interests. As a milder autism spectrum disorder (ASD), it differs from other ASDs by relatively normal language and intelligence. Although not required for diagnosis, physical clumsiness and unusual use of language are common. Signs usually begin before two years old and typically last for a person's entire life. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 379 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: List of Countries by GDP (Nominal)



Wikipedia contributors

9788026857556

11725

Buy now and read (Advertising)
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The Golden State Warriors are an American professional basketball team based in Oakland, California. The Warriors compete in the National Basketball Association (NBA) as a member club of the league's Western Conference Pacific Division. The team was established in 1946 as the Philadelphia Warriors based in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, a founding member of the Basketball Association of America (BAA). In 1962, the franchise relocated to the San Francisco Bay Area and was renamed the San Francisco Warriors. In 1971, the team changed its geographic moniker to Golden State, California's state nickname. Since 1972, the team's home court has been the Oracle Arena in Oakland. The team is nicknamed the "Dubs." This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 861 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Hildegard of Bingen, O.S.B. (German: Hildegard von Bingen; Latin: Hildegardis Bingensis; 1098 – 17 September 1179), also known as Saint Hildegard and Sibyl of the Rhine, was a German Benedictine abbess, writer, composer, philosopher, Christian mystic, visionary, and polymath. She is considered to be the founder of scientific natural history in Germany. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 946 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Jennifer Lawrence






Jennifer Shrader Lawrence (born August 15, 1990) is an American actress. Since 2015, Lawrence has been the highest-paid actress in the world, and her films have grossed over $5.5 billion worldwide. She appeared in Time's 100 most influential people in the world in 2013 and Forbes Celebrity 100 the following year and in 2016.

During her childhood, Lawrence performed in church plays and school musicals. When she was 14, a talent scout spotted her in New York. She then moved to Los Angeles and began her acting career by playing guest roles in television shows. Her first major role came as a main cast member on the sitcom The Bill Engvall Show (2007–2009). Lawrence made her film debut with a supporting role in Garden Party (2008), and had her breakthrough playing a poverty-stricken teenager in the independent drama Winter's Bone (2010). She achieved wider recognition for playing the mutant Mystique in X-Men: First Class (2011), a role she reprised in later installments of the series.

Lawrence's fame continued to grow with her starring role as Katniss Everdeen in the Hunger Games film series (2012–2015), which established her as the highest-grossing action heroine of all time. She went on to earn various accolades from her collaborations with director David O. Russell. Her performance as a depressed widow in the romance film Silver Linings Playbook (2012) received an Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link], making her the second youngest Best Actress Oscar winner[image: External link]. Lawrence subsequently won a BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role for playing a troubled wife in the black comedy American Hustle (2013). She also received Golden Globe Awards for her roles in both of these films and for playing the eponymous inventor in the biopic Joy (2015).

Lawrence is known in the media for being a vocal advocate of feminism and gender equality, and is the founder of the Jennifer Lawrence Foundation through which she supports various charitable organizations.



TOP
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 Early life




Jennifer Shrader Lawrence was born on August 15, 1990, in Indian Hills, Kentucky, to Gary, a construction worker, and Karen (née Koch), a summer camp manager.[1][2] She has two older brothers, Ben and Blaine,[2] and her mother brought her up to be "tough" like them. Lawrence's mother did not allow her to play with other girls in preschool as she deemed her "too rough" with them.[3] The actress was educated at the Kammerer Middle School[image: External link] in Louisville.[3] She did not enjoy her childhood due to hyperactivity and social anxiety, and considered herself a misfit among her peers.[2][4] Lawrence says that her anxieties vanished when she performed on stage, and that acting gave her a sense of accomplishment.[4]

A cheerleader at school, Lawrence also played softball, field hockey and basketball, which she played on a boys team that her father coached.[3] She was fond of horseback riding while growing up and frequently visited a local horse farm.[5] She has a damaged coccyx from being thrown off a horse.[6] The actress has said that she knew she would be famous from an early age.[2] When her father worked from home, she performed for him, often dressing up as a clown or ballerina.[7] Her first acting assignment was at the age of nine with the role of a prostitute in a church play based on the Book of Jonah, for which a family friend congratulated her mother and praised her performance. For the next few years, she continued to take parts in church plays and school musicals.[3]

During a family vacation to New York, when Lawrence was 14, she was spotted on the street by a talent scout who arranged for her to audition for agents.[8][9] Lawrence's mother was not keen on allowing her to pursue an acting career, but briefly moved to the city to let her read for roles.[3] After Lawrence's first cold reading, the agents said that hers was the best they had heard from someone that young; Lawrence's mother convinced her that they were lying.[10] Lawrence said her early experiences were difficult as she felt lonely and friendless.[3] She signed on with the CESD Talent Agency, who convinced her parents to let her audition for roles in Los Angeles. Lawrence's mother agreed to let her pursue acting on the condition that she graduate from high school. Lawrence was eventually home-schooled in Los Angeles, and graduated two years early with good grades.[9][11] Considering acting to be a natural fit for her, she turned down several offers for modelling assignments at the time.[8] Between her acting jobs in the city, she made regular visits to Louisville, during which she served as an assistant nurse at her mother's camp.[12]
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 Career
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 2006–2010: Career beginnings and breakthrough




Lawrence began her acting career with a minor role in the television film Company Town (2006). She followed it with guest roles in several television shows, including Monk (2006) and Medium (2007).[13] These parts led to her being cast as a series regular on the TBS sitcom The Bill Engvall Show, in which she played Lauren[image: External link], the rebellious teenage daughter of a family living in suburban Louisville, Colorado.[13] The series premiered in 2007 and ran for three seasons.[14] Tom Shales of The Washington Post considered her a scene stealer in her part, and David Hinckley of the New York Daily News wrote that she was successful in "deliver[ing] the perpetual exasperation of teenage girls".[15][16] Lawrence won a Young Artist Award for Outstanding Young Performer in a TV Series for the role in 2009.[17]

Lawrence made her film debut in the 2008 drama film Garden Party, in which she played a troubled teenager named Tiff.[18] She then appeared in director Guillermo Arriaga[image: External link]'s feature film debut The Burning Plain (2008), a drama narrated in a hyperlink format. She was cast as the teenage daughter of Kim Basinger's character who discovers her mother's extramarital affair—a role she shared with Charlize Theron; both actresses portrayed the role at different stages of the character's life. Mark Feeney for The Boston Globe thought of Lawrence's performance as "a thankless task", but Derek Elley from Variety praised her as the production's prime asset, writing that she "plumbs fresher depths" into the film.[19][20] Her performance earned her the Premio Marcello Mastroianni award for Best Emerging Actress at the Venice Film Festival[image: External link].[21] Also that year, she appeared in the music video for the song "The Mess I Made" by Parachute.[22] The following year, she starred in Lori Petty[image: External link]'s drama The Poker House as the oldest of three sisters living with a drug-abusing mother.[23][24] Stephen Farber of The Hollywood Reporter thought that Lawrence "has a touching poise on camera that conveys the resilience of children", and her role in The Poker House won an Outstanding Performance award from the Los Angeles Film Festival.[25][26]

Lawrence's breakthrough role came in the small-scale drama Winter's Bone (2010), based on Daniel Woodrell's novel of the same name. In Debra Granik's independent feature, she portrayed Ree Dolly, a poverty-stricken teenager in the Ozark Mountains who cares for her mentally ill mother and younger siblings while searching for her missing father. Lawrence traveled to the Ozarks a week before filming began to live with the family on whom the story was based, and in preparation, she learned to fight, skin squirrels, and chop wood.[27][28] David Denby of The New Yorker said the film "would be unimaginable with anyone less charismatic",[29] and Peter Travers of Rolling Stone wrote that "her performance is more than acting, it's a gathering storm. Lawrence's eyes are a roadmap to what's tearing Ree apart."[30] The production won the Grand Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival.[31] The actress was awarded the National Board of Review Award for Breakthrough Performance, and with her first nomination for the Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link], she became the second youngest person to be nominated in the category.[32]
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 2011–2013: Film series and awards success




In 2011, Lawrence took on a supporting role in Like Crazy, a romantic drama about long-distance relationships, starring Anton Yelchin and Felicity Jones.[33] A writer for the Los Angeles Times considered the film to be an "intensely wrought and immensely satisfying love story" and credited all three performers for "making their [characters'] yearning palpable".[34] She then appeared in Jodie Foster's black comedy The Beaver alongside Foster and Mel Gibson. Filmed in 2009, the production was delayed due to controversy concerning Gibson, and earned less than half of its $21 million budget.[35][36]

After her dramatic role in Winter's Bone, Lawrence looked for something less serious, and found it with her first high-profile release—Matthew Vaughn's superhero film X-Men: First Class (2011)—a prequel to the X-Men film series.[37] She portrayed the shapeshifting mutant Mystique, a role played by Rebecca Romijn in the earlier films.[38] Vaughn cast Lawrence as he thought that she would be able to portray the weakness and strength involved in the character's transformation.[39] Lawrence lost weight for the part, and for Mystique's blue form had to undergo an eight-hour make-up, as Romijn had done on the other films.[40] She was intimidated in the role as she admired Romijn.[41] Writing for USA Today, Claudia Puig considered the film to be a "classy re-boot" of the film series, and believed that her "high-spirited performance" empowered the film.[42] With a worldwide gross of $350 million, X-Men: First Class became Lawrence's most widely seen film to that point.[43]

In 2012 she played Katniss Everdeen in The Hunger Games, an adaptation of the first book in author Suzanne Collins' Hunger Games trilogy. Set in a post-apocalyptic future, the series tells the story of the teenage heroine Everdeen as she joins rebel forces against a totalitarian government after winning a brutal televised annual event. Despite being an admirer of the books, Lawrence was initially hesitant to accept the part, because of the grand scale of the film. She agreed to the project after her mother convinced her to take the part.[44] She practiced yoga, archery, rock and tree climbing, and hand-to-hand combat techniques for the role.[3][45][46] While training for the part, she injured herself running into a wall.[47] The film received generally positive reviews, and Lawrence's portrayal of Everdeen was particularly praised.[48] Todd McCarthy of The Hollywood Reporter called her an "ideal screen actress", adding that she embodies the Everdeen of the novel, and believed that she anchored the film "with impressive gravity and presence".[49] Roger Ebert agreed that she was "strong and convincing in the central role".[50] With worldwide revenues of over $690 million,[43] The Hunger Games became a top-grossing film featuring a female lead,[51] making Lawrence the highest-grossing action heroine of all time.[52] The success of the film established her as a star.[53]

Later in 2012, Lawrence played a young depressed widow named Tiffany Maxwell in David O. Russell's romance movie Silver Linings Playbook. The film was an adaptation of the Matthew Quick's novel of the same name. It follows her character finding companionship with Pat Solitano Jr. (played by Bradley Cooper), a man with bipolar disorder.[54][55] The actress was drawn to her character's complex personality: "She didn't really fit any basic kind of character profile. Somebody who is very forceful and bullheaded is normally very insecure, but she isn't".[56] Russell considered Lawrence to be too young for the part; she convinced him to hire her via a Skype audition.[44] She found herself challenged by Russell's spontaneity as a director, and described working on the project as the "best experience of my life".[44] Richard Corliss of Time wrote: "Just 21 when the movie was shot, Lawrence is that rare young actress who plays, who is, grown-up. Sullen and sultry, she lends a mature intelligence to any role."[57] Peter Travers believed that Lawrence "is some kind of miracle. She's rude, dirty, funny, foulmouthed, sloppy, sexy, vibrant, and vulnerable, sometimes all in the same scene, even in the same breath."[58] She won the Golden Globe and Academy Award for Best Actress for her performance in the film, becoming—at age 22—the second youngest Best Actress Oscar winner.[59] Her final release of the year was alongside Max Thieriot and Elisabeth Shue in Mark Tonderai's critically panned thriller House at the End of the Street.[60]

The Devil You Know, a small-scale production that Lawrence had filmed for in 2005, was her first release of 2013.[61] She then reprised the role of Everdeen in The Hunger Games: Catching Fire, the second installment in the Hunger Games film series.[62] While performing the film's underwater stunts, she suffered from an ear infection that resulted in a brief loss of hearing.[47] With box office earnings of $864.9 million, the film remains her highest-grossing release.[43] Stephanie Zacharek of The Village Voice believed that Lawrence's portrayal of Everdeen made her an ideal role model, and wrote that "there's no sanctimony or pretense of false modesty in the way Lawrence plays her".[63] She took on a supporting role in Russell's ensemble crime drama American Hustle (2013) as Rosalyn Rosenfeld, the neurotic wife of con man Irving Rosenfeld (portrayed by Christian Bale). Inspired by the Federal Bureau of Investigation's Abscam sting operation, the film is set against the backdrop of political corruption in 1970s New Jersey.[64][65] Lawrence did little research for the part, and based her performance on knowledge of the era from the films and television shows she had seen.[53] Geoffrey Macnab of The Independent praised her as "funny and acerbic", especially for an improvised scene in which she aggressively kisses her husband's mistress (played by Amy Adams) on the lips.[64] Lawrence's performance won her the Golden Globe and BAFTA Award for Best Supporting Actress, in addition to a third Academy Award[image: External link] nomination, her first in the supporting category.[66]
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 2014–present: Established actress




The actress played Serena Pemberton in Susanne Bier's depression-era drama Serena (2014), based on the novel of the same name by Ron Rash. In the film, she and her husband George (portrayed by Bradley Cooper) are a married couple who become involved in criminal activities after realizing that they cannot bear children.[67] The project was filmed in 2012, and was released in 2014 to poor reviews.[68][69] Lawrence then reprised the role of Mystique in X-Men: Days of Future Past, which served as a sequel to both X-Men: The Last Stand (2006) and X-Men: First Class (2011). The film received positive reviews and grossed $748.1 million worldwide, becoming the highest-grossing film in the X-Men series to that point.[70][71] Justin Chang of Variety praised her look in the film but thought that she had little to do but "glower, snarl and let the f/x artists do their thing".[72] Lawrence's next two releases were in the final parts of The Hunger Games film series, Mockingjay – Part 1 (2014) and Part 2 (2015).[73] For the musical score of the former film, she sang the song "The Hanging Tree",[74] which charted on multiple international singles charts.[75] In a review of the final film in the series, Manohla Dargis of The New York Times drew similarities between her rise to stardom and Everdeen's journey as a rebel leader, writing: "Lawrence now inhabits the role as effortlessly as breathing, partly because, like all great stars, she seems to be playing a version of her 'real' self".[76] Both films earned more than $650 million worldwide.[43]

Lawrence worked with Russell for the third time in the biopic Joy (2015), in which she played the eponymous character, a troubled single mother who becomes a successful businessperson after inventing the Miracle Mop.[77] During production in Boston, the press reported on a disagreement between Russell and Lawrence that resulted in a "screaming match". She said that her friendship with Russell made it easier for them to disagree, because people fight when they really love each other.[78] The film was not as well received as their previous collaborations, but her performance was praised.[79] Richard Roeper called her performance her best since Winter's Bone, "a wonderfully layered performance that carries the film through its rough spots and sometime dubious detours".[80] She won a third Golden Globe Award, and was nominated for another Academy Award for Best Actress, becoming the youngest person to accrue four Oscar nominations.[81] Lawrence began 2016 by providing the narration for A Beautiful Planet, a documentary film that explores Earth from the International Space Station[image: External link].[82] She then played Mystique for the third time in X-Men: Apocalypse (2016). The film received mixed reviews, with a consensus that it was overfilled with action that detracted from the story's themes and cast's performances.[83] Helen O'Hara from Empire considered the film to be a letdown from the previous installments of the series and criticized the actress for making her character too grim.[84] Despite this, Lawrence was rewarded with Favorite Movie Actress at the 43rd People's Choice Awards.[85]

For playing Aurora Lane in the science fiction film Passengers (2016), Lawrence was paid $20 million and received top-billing over co-star Chris Pratt.[86][87] It features Pratt and her as two people who wake up 90 years too soon from an induced hibernation on a spaceship bound for a new planet. Critical reaction was negative, with a consensus that the film had a "fatally flawed story", though the chemistry between Lawrence and Pratt was praised.[88] Peter Bradshaw from The Guardian believed that "Lawrence is no passenger. She's carrying this thing",[89] but Kwame Opam of The Verge considered her character to be of minimal importance.[90] By March 2017, Lawrence's films had grossed over $5.5 billion worldwide.[91]
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 Upcoming projects




In October 2017, Lawrence will star with Javier Bardem, Michelle Pfeiffer, and Domhnall Gleeson in the drama Mother! from director Darren Aronofsky, which focuses on a young couple whose lives are disrupted by the arrival of unexpected guests.[92][93] She will also star the following March as Dominika Egorova in the spy thriller Red Sparrow directed by Francis Lawrence[image: External link].[94][95] Lawrence and Amy Schumer have written a screenplay for a film in which they will star.[96] She will star in Steven Spielberg[image: External link]'s film adaptation of photojournalist Lynsey Addario's memoir It's What I Do: A Photographer's Life of Love and War,[97] and will feature as Elizabeth Holmes, founder of the Theranos blood testing company, in Adam McKay's film Bad Blood.[98] Lawrence will be reprising her role as Raven Darkhölme / Mystique in the 2018 film X-Men: Dark Phoenix.[99]
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 Personal life




While filming X-Men: First Class in 2010, Lawrence began a romantic relationship with her co-star Nicholas Hoult. Following a brief split in 2013, the couple broke up during X-Men: Days of Future Past in 2014.[100] Also that year, she was one of the victims of the iCloud leaks of celebrity photos, during which nude pictures of her were leaked online.[101] Emphasizing that the images were never meant to be public, Lawrence called the leak a "sex crime" and a "sexual violation", adding that viewers of the images should be ashamed at their part in a sexual offense.[102] Lawrence lives in Beverly Hills, California.[103]

Lawrence is a supporter of Planned Parenthood, asserting that attacking the organization is "an attack on women".[104] She is a feminist, a concept she argues should not intimidate people "because it just means equality".[105] She promotes body positivity among women.[106] In 2015, she wrote an essay for the Lenny Letter in which she criticized the gender pay gap in Hollywood. She wrote about her own experiences in the industry, such as the lesser salary she received for her work in American Hustle compared to her male co-stars.[107] In a 2015 interview with Vogue, Lawrence criticized Kim Davis for her opposition to same-sex marriage.[78] Lawrence was "raised a Republican[image: External link]", but has subsequently criticized the party's stance on women's rights.[78]

Lawrence became a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in 2011.[108] She has lent her support to several charitable organizations, such as the World Food Programme, Feeding America, and the Thirst Project.[109] Along with Josh Hutcherson and Liam Hemsworth, her co-stars of The Hunger Games (2012), Lawrence partnered with the United Nations[image: External link] to publicize poverty and hunger.[110] She organized an early screening of The Hunger Games: Catching Fire (2013) to benefit Saint Mary's Center, a disabilities organization in Louisville, and raised more than $40,000 for the cause.[111] She partnered with the charity broadcast network Chideo to raise funds for the 2015 Special Olympics World Summer Games by screening her film Serena (2014).[112] She also collaborated with Omaze to host a fundraising contest for the games as part of the premiere of The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1 (2014).[113] In 2015, she teamed with Hutcherson and Hemsworth for Prank It FWD, a charitable initiative to raise money for the non-profit organization Do Something.[114] That year, she also launched the Jennifer Lawrence Foundation, which supports charities such as the Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the Special Olympics.[115] In 2016, she donated $2 million to the Kosair Children's Hospital in Louisville to set up a cardiac intensive care unit named after her foundation.[116]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 In the media




The review website IndieWire, in 2012, described Lawrence's personality as "down-to-earth, self-deprecating, [and] unaffected".[117] She is frequently referred to as "America's Sweetheart" in the media.[118] An IGN writer considers her to be a "sharp", "funny" and "quirky" actress who likes to "stay grounded" despite considerable success.[109] Lawrence says that she finds acting "stupid" and does not believe in being "cocky" about her success.[119] As a role model to young people, she tries to be careful with her words.[120]

In 2012, Rolling Stone called her "the most talented young actress in America."[3] Her Hunger Games co-star Donald Sutherland has favorably compared her craft to that of Laurence Olivier and considers her an "exquisite and brilliant actor".[121] David O. Russell (who directed her in Silver Linings Playbook, American Hustle and Joy) has praised her effortless acting that makes her performances look easy.[122] During her career, Lawrence has played roles in both high-profile, mainstream productions and low-budget independent films, and has appeared in a range of film genres.[109] She did not study acting and has not been involved in professional theater.[9] She instead bases her acting approach on her observations of people around her.[123] In a 2010 interview with The Globe and Mail, Lawrence elaborated:



	“
	I don't invest any of my real emotions. [I don't take any of my characters' pain home with me], I don't even take it to craft services. I've never been through anything that my characters have been through. And I can't go around looking for roles that are exactly like my life. So I just use my imagination. If it ever came down to the point where, to make a part better, I had to lose a little bit of my sanity, I wouldn't do it. I would just do comedies.[9]

	”




As her career has developed, Lawrence has become one of the best paid actresses; according to a 2014 report by The Daily Telegraph, she earns $10 million a film.[120] In 2013, Time magazine named her one of the most 100 influential people in the world.[124] That year, she was named the most powerful woman in the entertainment business by Elle,[125] and was ranked as the 50th most powerful actress by Forbes.[126] In 2014, Forbes named her the second-highest-paid actress in the world with earnings of $34 million,[127] and cited her as the most powerful actress, ranking at number 12 in the magazine's Celebrity 100 list; she appeared in the list again in 2016.[128][129] In 2015, Lawrence was named "Entertainer of the Year" by Entertainment Weekly—a title she also won in 2012[130][131]—and was recognized as the highest-grossing action heroine in Guinness World Records[image: External link] for starring in the Hunger Games series.[132] In 2015 and 2016, Forbes reported that she had emerged as the world's highest-paid actress with annual earnings of $52 million and $46 million, respectively.[133]

Several media publications have noted Lawrence's attractiveness. She appeared in Victoria's Secret's listing of the "Sexiest Up-and-Coming Bombshell" in 2011.[134] She was included in AskMen's annual beauty listings from 2011 to 2016,[135] Maxim's Hot 100 from 2011 to 2014,[136] and FHM's sexiest woman in the world in 2014.[137] From 2013 to 2015, she was featured in Glamour's annual listing of the best dressed women, topping the list in 2014.[138] In June 2017, Lawrence was flying in a 2007 Beechcraft Corp. Hawker 400XP tail number N460TM private jet operated by TMC Jets, LLC from Louisville, Kentucky to Teterboro, New Jersey when a lost engine forced the plane to make an emergency landing in Buffalo, New York. [139]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2008
	Garden Party
	Tiffany "Tiff"
	



	2008
	Burning Plain, TheThe Burning Plain
	Mariana
	



	2009
	Poker House, TheThe Poker House
	Agnes
	



	2010
	Winter's Bone
	Ree Dolly
	



	2011
	Like Crazy
	Sam
	



	2011
	Beaver, TheThe Beaver
	Norah
	



	2011
	X-Men: First Class
	Raven Darkhölme / Mystique
	



	2012
	Hunger Games, TheThe Hunger Games
	Katniss Everdeen
	



	2012
	House at the End of the Street
	Elissa Cassidy
	



	2012
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Tiffany Maxwell
	



	2013
	The Devil You Know[61]
	Young Zoe Hughes
	



	2013
	Hunger Games: Catching Fire, TheThe Hunger Games: Catching Fire
	Katniss Everdeen
	



	2013
	American Hustle
	Rosalyn Rosenfeld
	



	2014
	X-Men: Days of Future Past
	Raven Darkhölme / Mystique
	



	2014
	Serena
	Serena Pemberton
	



	2014
	Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1, TheThe Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1
	Katniss Everdeen
	



	2015
	Dior and I
	Herself
	Documentary[140]



	2015
	Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2, TheThe Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2
	Katniss Everdeen
	



	2015
	Joy
	Joy Mangano
	



	2016
	A Beautiful Planet
	Narrator
	Documentary



	2016
	X-Men: Apocalypse
	Raven Darkhölme / Mystique
	



	2016
	Passengers
	Aurora Lane
	



	2017
	Mother!
	TBA
	Post-production



	2018
	Red Sparrow
	Dominika Egorova
	Filming
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	Year
	Title[13][141][142]
	Role
	Notes



	2006
	Company Town
	Caitlin
	Television film



	2006
	Monk
	Mascot
	Episode: "Mr. Monk and the Big Game"



	2007
	Cold Case
	Abby Bradford
	Episode: "A Dollar, a Dream"



	2007
	Medium
	Claire Chase
	Episode: "Mother's Little Helper"



	2008
	Medium
	Young Allison
	Episode: "But for the Grace of God"



	2007–2009
	Bill Engvall Show, TheThe Bill Engvall Show
	Lauren Pearson
	31 episodes



	2013
	Saturday Night Live
	Herself (host)
	Episode: "Jennifer Lawrence/The Lumineers"



	2014
	Saturday Night Live
	Herself
	Episode: "Woody Harrelson/Kendrick Lamar"
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	Title
	Year
	Artist



	"The Mess I Made"[22]

	2010
	Parachute
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Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Jennifer Lawrence


Lawrence won an Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link] for her performance in Silver Linings Playbook (2012). She has won three Golden Globe Awards; Best Actress – Comedy or Musical for Silver Linings Playbook (2012) and Joy (2015), and Best Supporting Actress for American Hustle (2013). She also won a BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role for American Hustle (2013).[59][66][81] Her other accolades include seven MTV Movie Awards (five for The Hunger Games series, two for Silver Linings Playbook),[143] six People's Choice Awards (three for The Hunger Games, three for the X-Men series),[144][85] a Satellite Award for Silver Linings Playbook,[145] and a Saturn Award for The Hunger Games.[146]
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X-Men: Apocalypse






X-Men: Apocalypse is a 2016 American superhero film[image: External link] based on the fictional X-Men[image: External link] characters that appear in Marvel Comics[image: External link]. It is the ninth installment in the X-Men film series and a sequel to X-Men: Days of Future Past. Directed by Bryan Singer[image: External link], with a screenplay[image: External link] by Simon Kinberg[image: External link] from a story conceived by Singer, Kinberg, Michael Dougherty[image: External link] and Dan Harris[image: External link], the film stars James McAvoy[image: External link], Michael Fassbender, Jennifer Lawrence, Oscar Isaac[image: External link], Nicholas Hoult, Rose Byrne[image: External link], Tye Sheridan[image: External link], Sophie Turner[image: External link], Olivia Munn[image: External link] and Lucas Till[image: External link]. The ancient mutant En Sabah Nur[image: External link] awakens in 1983 and plans to wipe out modern civilization and take over the world, leading the X-Men to try to stop him and defeat his team of renegade mutants.

The film was announced by Singer in December 2013, with Kinberg, Dougherty, and Harris attached to develop the story. Casting began in October 2014, while principal photography[image: External link] commenced in April 2015 in Montreal[image: External link] and ended in August of the same year. X-Men: Apocalypse premiered in London[image: External link] on May 9, 2016, and was released in North America on May 27 in 3D and 2D, and in IMAX 3D[image: External link] in select international markets. It received mixed reviews from critics, with praise directed at the action sequences and performances, while criticism was focused on the story, characters and themes, which were considered tired and dated. A sequel titled X-Men: Dark Phoenix[image: External link] is set for release on November 2, 2018.[3]



TOP
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 Plot




En Sabah Nur[image: External link], a powerful mutant believed to be the first of his kind, rules ancient Egypt[image: External link] until he is betrayed by his worshippers, who entomb him alive. His four lieutenants[image: External link] die preserving him. Awakening in 1983, he believes humanity has lost its way without his presence. Aiming to destroy and remake the world, he recruits Cairo pickpocket Ororo Munroe[image: External link], who can control the weather, and upgrades her power.

In East Berlin[image: External link], shape-shifting mutant Raven investigates an underground fight club and discovers mutant champion Angel[image: External link], who possesses large feathered wings on his back, and Kurt Wagner[image: External link], who can teleport[image: External link]. Raven rescues Kurt and requests black marketeer Caliban[image: External link] to transport him to America. En Sabah Nur recruits Caliban's enforcer, Psylocke[image: External link], who leads him to Angel. En Sabah Nur enhances both of their powers, transforming Angel's wings into metal.

Alex Summers[image: External link] discovers that his younger brother Scott[image: External link] is manifesting a mutation for shooting optic beams. Alex takes Scott to Professor Charles Xavier[image: External link]'s educational institute[image: External link] in Westchester County, New York[image: External link], hoping that Xavier and Hank McCoy[image: External link] will teach him to control his abilities. Scott meets the telepathic[image: External link] and telekinetic[image: External link] Jean Grey[image: External link], and the two develop an attraction. Raven brings Kurt to the institute. En Sabah Nur's powers cause disturbances around the world, leading Xavier and Alex to consult with CIA[image: External link] agent Moira MacTaggert[image: External link], who has been researching the legend of Nur.

In Communist Poland[image: External link], the metal-controlling mutant Erik Lehnsherr[image: External link] lives with his wife and their young daughter, Nina. When En Sabah Nur's resurrection causes a worldwide earthquake, he uses his powers to save a coworker, prompting the militia[image: External link] to capture him. When they accidentally kill Erik's family, he retaliates by executing them. En Sabah Nur later approaches the devastated Erik and takes him to Auschwitz[image: External link], where Erik's power first manifested. Persuaded by En Sabah's philosophy, Erik's powers are enhanced and he destroys the camp, joining En Sabah Nur. En Sabah Nur remotely accesses Cerebro[image: External link], a brainwave-amplifying device Xavier uses to locate mutants, and forces the telepathic Xavier to make the global superpowers launch their entire nuclear arsenals into space to prevent interference with En Sabah Nur's plan. He and his new Four Horsemen arrive at the mansion and kidnap Xavier. Attempting to stop them, Alex accidentally causes an explosion that destroys the mansion. Peter Maximoff[image: External link], having realized that he is Erik's biological son and hoping that Xavier can help to find him, arrives just in time; he uses his super-speed to evacuate the students and teachers before the explosion destroys the building, but Alex apparently is killed in the process. Colonel William Stryker[image: External link]'s forces subsequently capture Hank, Raven, Peter, and Moira, and take them to a military facility for interrogation. Scott, Jean, and Kurt follow covertly, and liberate their comrades using Stryker's mind-controlled and brainwashed experiment Weapon X[image: External link], whose memories Jean partially restores.

At En Sabah Nur's behest, Erik uses his powers to control the Earth's magnetic poles, causing destruction across the planet. Sabah Nur plans to transfer his consciousness into Xavier's body, and use Xavier's power to enslave every person on Earth. Xavier secretly sends a telepathic distress call to Jean, and the others travel to Cairo to battle Sabah Nur and his horsemen. They rescue Xavier, but he loses his hair as the process nears completion. Angel is defeated, and Erik and Ororo are persuaded to turn on En Sabah Nur and, with the help of Scott, they keep him occupied physically while Xavier fights him telepathically in the astral plane[image: External link]. Finally, Xavier encourages Jean to unleash the full extent[image: External link] of her powers, incinerating En Sabah Nur, killing him for good, while Psylocke escapes. Xavier and Moira rekindle their relationship. Erik and Jean help reconstruct the school, but Erik refuses Xavier's offer to stay and help teach. Peter decides not to tell Erik yet that he is Erik's son. Using confiscated Sentinels[image: External link],[4] Hank and Raven train new X-Men recruits: Scott, Jean, Ororo, Kurt, and Peter.

In a post-credits scene, men in black suits visit the Weapon X facility to retrieve data on Stryker's mutant research, including an X-ray and a blood sample marked "Weapon X", on behalf of the Essex[image: External link] Corporation.
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James McAvoy[image: External link] as Charles Xavier / Professor X[image: External link]





	A mutant pacifist and the world's most powerful telepath[image: External link]. He is the founder of Xavier's School for Gifted Youngsters, and also leading the team of powerful skilled mutant known as the X-Men[image: External link], in order to protect the humankind and battle against the deadly enemy within. McAvoy shaved his head for the role.[5]





	
Michael Fassbender as Erik Lehnsherr / Magneto[image: External link]





	A very powerful mutant with the ability to control magnetic fields[image: External link] and manipulate metal, and Xavier's once closest ally and best friend. He is globally infamous for attempting to assassinate U.S. President Richard Nixon[image: External link] on live broadcast 10 years prior. Bill Milner[image: External link] appears in archival footage as a young Erik Lehnsherr.




	
Jennifer Lawrence as Raven Darkhölme / Mystique





	A mutant with shapeshifting abilities, globally renowned for saving Nixon's life 10 years prior. She is also Xavier's once closest ally and his adopted sister. Lawrence said, "she hears about what happened to Erik and she wants to seek him out and help him."[6]





	
Oscar Isaac[image: External link] as En Sabah Nur[image: External link]





	Born in ancient times, and presumably the world's first mutant, he has a variety of destructive superhuman abilities, including telekinesis[image: External link], cyberpathy[image: External link], teleportation, and the ability to augment other mutants' abilities. Isaac described Apocalypse as the "creative-slash-destructive force of the Earth." He added, "When things start to go awry, or when things seem like they're not moving towards evolution, [Apocalypse] destroys those civilizations."[6] Isaac had to go through extensive makeup and prosthetics applications, and wore high-heeled boots to appear taller and a 40-pound suit. The full costume, which Isaac described as "basically doing Kabuki[image: External link] theater", was uncomfortable, particularly in the humid environment of the outdoor scenes, which forced Isaac to go to a cooling tent between takes. Apocalypse's previous old-form (seen at the beginning of the film) was played by Berdj Garabedian, a 70-year-old Canadian real estate agent in his first credited film role.[7]





	
Nicholas Hoult as Dr. Henry "Hank" McCoy / Beast[image: External link]





	A mutant with leonine attributes, prehensile feet and superhuman physical abilities. Hank acts as a teacher in Xavier's school and he builds inventions for troubled students. He also built the X-Jet.[8]





	
Rose Byrne[image: External link] as Moira MacTaggert[image: External link]





	A CIA[image: External link] agent who first met and fell in love with Xavier in X-Men: First Class, where he wiped portions of her memories of him and the X-Men at the end. Simon Kinberg said they are "essentially, strangers" when they meet in this film.[9]





	
Evan Peters[image: External link] as Peter Maximoff / Quicksilver[image: External link]





	A mutant who can move, think, and perceive at supersonic speeds[image: External link], and the son of Magneto. Describing the relationship between Quicksilver and Magneto, Peters stated, "I have learned that he's my father at this point and I am trying to ... I don’t know what I can say. I'm trying to ... Yeah. It's like an adoptive child or any kind of child who has a strange father trying to ... He knows who he is now so he is trying to find him. He's been searching for him. It's been 10 years and he hasn't found him and then something happens."[10]





	
Tye Sheridan[image: External link] as Scott Summers / Cyclops[image: External link]





	A mutant who fires destructive optic beams and wears a visor or sunglasses to stabilize and contain them, and who is the younger brother of Havok. Sheridan describes Cyclops as "angry and a bit lost." He added, "He's now learning about being a mutant and trying to handle his powers."[11]





	
Sophie Turner[image: External link] as Jean Grey[image: External link]





	A mutant who is scared of her telepathic and telekinetic[image: External link] power, and one of Charles Xavier's most prized students.[12] Turner states that she was cast in the film because of the "dark side" of her character Sansa Stark[image: External link] in Game of Thrones[image: External link]. She compared Jean to Sansa and described being an outcast in the human world, who struggles with her power and gift, the same way Sansa, who wanted to live a normal life, felt.[13] Turner learned archery[image: External link] in preparation for the role.[14]





	
Olivia Munn[image: External link] as Psylocke[image: External link]





	A mutant with telepathic, telekinetic and psionic[image: External link] abilities. Her abilities also include projecting purple psychic energy, usually into the form of an energy blade that can burn through metal. Munn described Psylocke as "very lethal, very powerful and very strong."[15] She practiced sword fighting in preparation for the role.[16]





	
Kodi Smit-McPhee[image: External link] as Kurt Wagner / Nightcrawler[image: External link][17]





	A German[12] teleporting mutant and one of Charles Xavier's new students. Singer said Nightcrawler is a source of comic relief[image: External link].[18]





	
Alexandra Shipp[image: External link] as Ororo Munroe / Storm[image: External link]





	A young mutant orphan who can control weather[image: External link]. Storm is discovered by Apocalypse in Cairo. Shipp shaved her head partially, and sported a Mohawk[image: External link] for the role.[19][20]





	
Lucas Till[image: External link] as Alex Summers / Havok[image: External link]





	A mutant who has the ability to absorb energy and release it with destructive force from his body, and the older brother of Cyclops.




	
Josh Helman[image: External link] as Colonel William Stryker[image: External link]





	A military officer who hates mutants. Ten years since Days of Future Past, Stryker has been developing his own plan for how he wants to proceed with the "mutant problem".[8]





	
Ben Hardy[image: External link] as Angel[image: External link]





	A mutant with bird-like feathered wings, gaining metallic wings which can also be used as razor sharp projectiles as a result, similar to his Archangel counterpart in the comics.[21] Hardy practiced indoor skydiving[image: External link] in preparation for his role.[22]





	
Lana Condor[image: External link] as Jubilee[image: External link]





	A mutant student at Charles's school who has the ability to create psionic energy plasmoids[image: External link].[12][23][24] Discussing her first day on X-Men: Apocalypse, Condor says: "I was very new and it was my first role. I'd never been on a set before or in front of a camera, so I didn't know what to expect. The first day we shot scenes in an 80s-themed mall with hundreds of extras in 80s gear, plus crew and cameras. It was surreal." She also discussed the character of Jubilee and how she became the mutant: "It's a lot easier when you have the costume, as that helps bring everything to life. She has her iconic yellow jacket, which is a staple. It's very bold and confident, like her. A lot of her costumes are super 80s. I also listened to music from the 80s and that helped."[25]




Tómas Lemarquis[image: External link] portrays Caliban[image: External link], a mutant with the ability to sense and track other mutants.[26] Wrestler "Giant" Gustav Claude Ouimet plays The Blob[image: External link], Angel's opponent in an underground fight club.[27][28] Monique Ganderton[image: External link] portrays En Sabah Nur's lieutenant, Death.

Hugh Jackman[image: External link] makes an uncredited appearance as Logan / Wolverine[image: External link], in his Weapon X[image: External link] form. In that same scene, director Bryan Singer[image: External link] cameos as a guard with a machine gun who is killed by Wolverine as he attempts to escape the complex.[29] X-Men co-creator Stan Lee[image: External link] and his wife Joan Lee make a cameo appearance together, as bystanders witnessing the launch of nuclear missiles worldwide. Željko Ivanek[image: External link] cameos as a Pentagon scientist. Alison Blaire / Dazzler[image: External link] makes a brief cameo appearance on a record album which Jean and Scott are shown holding at a music store, a scene not in the theatrical film, but was available in the home video release.[30]

Archive footage was used of Caleb Landry Jones[image: External link] as Sean Cassidy / Banshee[image: External link], journalist Jessica Savitch[image: External link] and actors Leslie Parrish[image: External link] and Michael Forest[image: External link] (the latter two appearing in footage with dialogue from the 1967 Star Trek[image: External link] episode "Who Mourns for Adonais?[image: External link]").
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The film was announced by Bryan Singer in December 2013 via Twitter, before Days of Future Past was released to theaters.[31] In the same month, Simon Kinberg[image: External link], Dan Harris[image: External link], and Michael Dougherty[image: External link] were revealed by Singer to be attached to work on the film's story.[32] According to Singer, the film would focus on the origin of the mutants, and features the younger versions of Cyclops[image: External link], Jean Grey[image: External link], and Storm[image: External link].[33][34] Singer also said that he was considering Gambit[image: External link] and a younger version of Nightcrawler[image: External link] to appear.[35] According to Kinberg, it would take place in 1983, and completes a trilogy that began with 2011's X-Men: First Class.[36][37] In September 2014, 20th Century Fox[image: External link] officially announced that Singer would direct the film.[38] Singer has called the film "kind of a conclusion of six X-Men films, yet a potential rebirth of younger, newer characters" and the "true birth of the X-Men".[39]
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Singer said that Apocalypse is the main focus of the film. Kinberg said that the younger versions of Scott Summers, Storm, and Jean Grey appearing in the film are "as much a part of the film as the main cast". He described Summers as "not yet the squeaky-clean leader", Storm as a "troubled character who is going down the wrong path in life", and Grey as "complex, interesting and not fully mature."[40] Kinberg also said that the film delivers on the dramatic story and emotion of the last two films and that it acts like the culmination of the main characters portrayed by Lawrence, McAvoy, Fassbender and Hoult.[41] Kinberg said First Class, Days of Future Past, and Apocalypse formed a trilogy about Mystique, explaining, "She starts in First Class entirely on Charles’ side, ends up following Erik, and we then find her in Days of Future Past and she’s on her own because Erik is gone. She’s on her own side in that movie but is drawn toward Charles by the end of the film and shoots Erik. Then in Apocalypse she comes back to Charles. There’s a full circle narrative over the span of this little trilogy that is about Mystique from beginning with Charles in the mansion and ending with Charles in the mansion, but not as the same timid little girl we met in First Class."[42] Kinberg was paid $8 million for writing the script, the same amount he received for X-Men: Days of Future Past.[43] The plot was partially inspired by the 1986 X-Men story arc "The Fall of the Mutants[image: External link]".[44]
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In October 2014, casting for X-Men: Apocalypse began.[45] In November, Singer confirmed that Oscar Isaac[image: External link] would portray Apocalypse[image: External link].[46] In January 2015, Singer announced that Alexandra Shipp[image: External link], Sophie Turner[image: External link], and Tye Sheridan[image: External link] would portray young Storm, Jean, and Cyclops.[47] The same month, Kinberg confirmed that Rose Byrne[image: External link] would reprise her role as Moira MacTaggert[image: External link] in the film.[9] In February, Kodi Smit-McPhee[image: External link] was cast as Nightcrawler[image: External link] and Ben Hardy[image: External link] was cast in an unspecified role.[17][48] In March, Singer announced that Lana Condor[image: External link] was cast as Jubilation Lee[image: External link].[49] In April, Singer confirmed that Hardy would portray Angel[image: External link], Olivia Munn[image: External link] would portray Psylocke[image: External link], and Lucas Till[image: External link] would return as Havok[image: External link].[21][50][51] In May, Singer announced that the mutant Caliban[image: External link] would appear in the film.[52][53] In July, Hoult revealed on Conan[image: External link] that Josh Helman[image: External link] would return as William Stryker[image: External link].[54] In April 2016, Hugh Jackman[image: External link] confirmed that he would make a cameo appearance as Wolverine[image: External link].[55]
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Principal photography[image: External link] commenced on April 27, 2015, in Montreal[image: External link], Canada.[56] In late August, the first-unit production for the film wrapped[image: External link].[57] Additional filming took place in January 2016.[58]

Australia-based Rising Sun Pictures provided, as it did for X-Men: Days of Future Past, the effects for Quicksilver's time-stopping, quick motion effects in the mansion rescue scene, and also other effects, including when Cyclops splits Professor Xavier's favorite tree in half.[59] Aerial footage of snow-capped mountains as Stryker traveled in his helicopter to the secret base was provided by SmartDrones of St. Albert, Alberta, Canada.[60]
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 Music




On March 2, 2015, it was announced that John Ottman[image: External link], who composed the scores for X2[image: External link] and X-Men: Days of Future Past, would return to write and compose the score for Apocalypse. On May 20, 2016, the official soundtrack was released as a digital download. In addition to Ottman's score, the film features a remix of the second movement of Ludwig van Beethoven[image: External link]'s seventh symphony[image: External link] entitled "Beethoven Havok[image: External link]" and two songs contemporary to the film's 1983 setting, "Sweet Dreams (Are Made of This)[image: External link]" by Eurythmics[image: External link] and "The Four Horsemen" by Metallica[image: External link].[61]
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In July 2015, Singer, Lee, Hugh Jackman and cast-members McAvoy, Fassbender, Lawrence, Isaac, Hoult, Munn, Peters, Smit-McPhee, Turner, Sheridan, Shipp, Condor, Till and Hardy gave a presentation at the 2015 San Diego Comic-Con International, together with the release of the film's first teaser poster, featuring En Sabah Nur and a wreckage of the X-Mansion.[62] Footage from the film was screened.[63]

In October 2015, Mars Chocolate partnered with 20th Century Fox for the marketing of the film, using M&M chocolates in their promotional materials. The deal included retail displays and special packaging markings, TV and cinema commercials, and social media posts featuring M&M's characters mixed with elements of the X-Men. The first image of M&M candies wearing Storm and Magneto costumes was released on the day of the announcement.[64]

In December 2015, Kia Motors[image: External link] collaborated with 20th Century Fox to create a custom Kia Sportage[image: External link] to promote the film. Designed after Mystique, the car was revealed at the 2016 Australian Open[image: External link]. It is Kia's second "X-Car" project after the Kia Sorento[image: External link] customized for the home media release of Days of Future Past and the 2015 Australian Open[image: External link].[65][66][67][68] A trailer released in the same month received criticism from Rajan Zed[image: External link], a United States-based Hindu[image: External link] cleric, who stated that the part where Apocalypse claims himself to have been called " Krishna[image: External link]" was an offense to the Hindu religion[image: External link], and demanded that Singer remove all references to Krishna from the trailer, and the film itself.[69][70] The references to Krishna were removed from the film's final cut.[71] On January 4, 2016, Kia Motors released the first promo video of the car, featuring Spanish tennis player Rafael Nadal[image: External link].[72]

Concerning the character Apocalypse, the director Bryan Singer has said,


The way I describe him the most, the best is he to me is the God of the Old Testament and all that comes with that. If there isn’t the order and the worship then I’ll open up the Earth and swallow you whole, and that was the God of the Old Testament. I started from there and when Oscar and I met we began discussing, since he isn’t really God, he’s the first mutant perhaps, but he’s not God necessarily, he’s imbued with certain unique powers. Some of them may or may not be from this Earth, we don’t know.[73][74]



In April 2016, Coldwell Banker partnered with 20th Century Fox to list the X-Mansion for $75 million.[75] The fictional listing included a video tour of the mansion and stories of the home from the perspective of characters such as Charles Xavier and Scott Summers. The fake property was listed by agent Kala V. Rhomedren, an anagram for Raven Darkholme.[76][77] That same month, Fox released a faux[image: External link] TV show called "In the Footsteps of..." narrated by George Takei[image: External link] which is inspired by the classic TV series In Search of...[image: External link] that focus on En Sabah Nur's origins.[78][79][80] In May 2016, Fox released a faux TV Commercial for the Xavier School for Gifted Youngsters with Lana Condor as Jubilee. They also released a video voiced mail message a week later and a faux TV show called Fables of the Flush & Fabulous with Robin Leach[image: External link] which is inspired by Leach's show Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous[image: External link].[81][82][83][84]
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Billboards in Los Angeles[image: External link] and New York City[image: External link] promoting the film garnered controversy for showing an image of Apocalypse choking Mystique, with critics saying the ad advocates violence against women[image: External link]. Among those opposed to the material was actress Rose McGowan[image: External link], who told The Hollywood Reporter "There is a major problem when the men and women at 20th Century Fox think casual violence against women is the way to market a film. There is no context in the ad, just a woman getting strangled. The fact that no one flagged this is offensive and frankly, stupid."[85] In apologizing for the billboard, Fox said it intended to remove the image from circulation.[86]
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 Release




X-Men: Apocalypse had its world premiere in London[image: External link] on May 9, 2016. The film was released in 20,796 screens across 76 international markets on May 18, 2016,[87][88] one week before its North American[image: External link] debut. Apocalypse was issued both 3D and 2D formats, and in IMAX 3D[image: External link] in select international markets, using the DMR process[image: External link].[89][90] It opened in Korea on May 25 and in China on June 3. It was released in Japan on August 11.[87]
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 Home media




The film was released by 20th Century Fox Home Entertainment[image: External link] on digital download[image: External link] on September 9, 2016, and on DVD, Blu-ray, 3D Blu-Ray and 4K Ultra HD Blu-ray on October 4, 2016.[91]
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X-Men: Apocalypse grossed $155.4 million in the U.S. and Canada and $388.5 million in other territories, for a worldwide total of $543.9 million against a budget of $178 million.[2] The film is the third highest-grossing film in the X-Men series (without adjusting for inflation), behind Deadpool and X-Men: Days of Future Past.[92] It made 27% less than Days of Future Past.[93]

X-Men: Apocalypse opened in the United States on May 27, 2016 alongside Alice Through the Looking Glass[image: External link] and was projected to gross around $80 million from 4,150 theaters in its opening weekend, and up to $100 million over the four-day Memorial Day[image: External link] weekend.[94][95] It made $8.2 million from Thursday previews at 3,565 theaters (better than its predecessor at $8.1 million).[96][97] On its opening day it earned $26.4 million (including previews), the fourth-lowest opening day amount of the franchise.[98] In its opening weekend, it grossed $65.8 million.[99][100] Over the four-day Memorial weekend it earned $79.8 million,[101] including $9 million from 480 premium large format screens and $19 million from RealD screens.[102] In its second weekend the film grossed $22.3 million (a drop of 66.1%), finishing second at the box office behind Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows[image: External link].[103]

Elsewhere, X-Men: Apocalypse was released one week before the United States in 76 markets, and grossed $101.5 million from 20,796 screens over the May 18 weekend. It debuted at No. 1 in 71 of those markets, with IMAX contributing $5 million from 246 screens in 57 markets, while RealD took in $18.4 million.[87] It broke opening records for Fox in the Philippines ($4.9 million), India ($3.4 million), Indonesia ($3.1 million), Singapore ($2.8 million), Thailand ($2.7 million) and Colombia ($1.9 million), and had the biggest opening in the X-Men franchise in 33 markets, including Russia ($6.5 million).[87] Its top openings were the United Kingdom ($10.5 million), Mexico ($8.6 million), Brazil ($6.6 million), Russia ($6.5 million) and France ($5.9 million).[87] It opened in China on June 3 and brought in $59 million, the second largest Fox opening in China and $20 million more than Days of Future Past.[104] It opened next in Japan on August 11.[87]
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X-Men: Apocalypse received mixed reviews from critics.[105] On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], it has an approval rating of 48% based on 291 reviews, with an average rating of 5.6/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Overloaded action and a cliched villain take the focus away from otherwise strong performers and resonant themes, making X-Men: Apocalypse a middling chapter of the venerable superhero franchise."[106] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film has a score of 52 out of 100, based on 48 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[107] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link], contrarily, gave the film an average grade of "A−" on an A+ to F scale.[108]

Mick LaSalle from the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] gave the film a positive review, calling it "a thinking person's action movie" and complimenting its high stakes.[109] Richard Roeper called the film "a visual feast" and lauded its ensemble cast.[110] Bruce Kirkland from the Toronto Sun argued, "Piece by piece, Singer fits this ninth film in the franchise into the X-Men universe like a master puzzle maker. He does it so well, at least in terms of storytelling, that the X-Men franchise still has a vigorous future."[111]

On the other hand, Ignatiy Vishnevetsky[image: External link] of The A.V. Club[image: External link] contended, "Much of what makes X-Men: Apocalypse legitimately interesting also makes it frustrating and lopsided, since Singer and screenwriter-producer Simon Kinberg remain committed to the structure of an overlong comic-book blockbuster, complete with a climax in which the world has to be saved using as many different colors of energy beam as possible."[112] Mike Ryan of Uproxx[image: External link] disparaged the film's story as redundant and stale, arguing "I get it: Life is hard for mutants. We all get it. It’s literally the only thing mutants ever seem to talk about. It is odd that other superheroes seem to get to have some fun, but never the X-Men. Here we are, 16 years later, and everyone involved is still sad. It feels repetitive."[113] Scott Mendelson of Forbes wrote, "X-Men: Apocalypse is the kind of weightless, soulless trifle of a bore that makes comic book superhero movies look bad and makes me not look forward to the next installment."[114] Helen O'Hara of Empire criticised the performances of the main cast and stated that the film felt "messier and heavier than Days of Future Past".[115]
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	List of awards and nominations



	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	AACTA Awards[image: External link]
	Best Visual Effects or Animation[image: External link]
	John Dykstra, Matt Sloan, Blondel Aidoo, Stephen Hamilton, Tim Crosbie and Dennis Jones
	Nominated
	[116][117]



	Hollywood Music in Media Awards[image: External link]
	Best Original Score – Sci-Fi/Fantasy Film
	John Ottman[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[118][119]



	Spike Guys' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Jean-Claude Gahd Dam
	Olivia Munn[image: External link]
	Won
	[120]



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Summer Movie
	X-Men: Apocalypse
	Nominated
	[121]



	Choice Movie: Hissy Fit[image: External link]
	Hugh Jackman[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Scene Stealer[image: External link]
	Evan Peters[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Breakout Star
	Alexandra Shipp[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2017
	Golden Tomato Awards[image: External link]
	Best Comic Book/Graphic Novel Movie 2016
	X-Men: Apocalypse
	4th Place
	[122]



	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Movie Actress
	Jennifer Lawrence
	Won
	[123]



	Favorite Action Movie Actress
	Nominated



	Favorite Action Movie
	X-Men: Apocalypse
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Comic-to-Film Motion Picture[image: External link]
	X-Men: Apocalypse
	Pending
	[124]



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Bryan Singer[image: External link]
	Pending



	Best Make-up[image: External link]
	Charles Carter, Rita Ciccozzi and Rosalina Da Silva
	Pending



	Visual Effects Society Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Compositing in a Photoreal Feature
	"Quicksilver Rescue" – Jess Burnheim, Alana Newell, Andy Peel and Matthew Shaw
	Nominated
	[125]



	Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Squad
	James McAvoy, Alexandra Shipp, Sophie Turner, Jennifer Lawrence, Michael Fassbender, Nicholas Hoult, Evan Peters, Tye Sheridan, Ben Hardy, Kodi Smit-McPhee, Olivia Munn
	Nominated
	[126]
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In May 2016, Simon Kinberg said the next X-Men film would be set in the 1990s.[127] He separately said the post-credits scene mentioning the Essex Corporation[image: External link] was related to Logan[image: External link], and that it could have ties to Gambit[image: External link] as well as the following X-Men film.[128] Bryan Singer said he would be interested in having the villain Proteus[image: External link] in an X-Men film.[129] He also said he will be stepping away from the franchise but could envision returning to it at a later date in some capacity.[130] In February 2017, Sophie Turner said production on the next film would begin soon.[131] On April 22, 2017, 20th Century Fox announced that the film's sequel, X-Men: Dark Phoenix, is scheduled for release on November 2, 2018.[132] On June 14, 2017, it was announced that Kinberg had signed on as director and that Lawrence, Fassbender, McAvoy, Hoult, Shipp, Turner, Sheridan, and Smit-McPhee would all be reprising their roles.[133]
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Indian Hills, Kentucky






Indian Hills is a home rule-class city[image: External link][1] along the Ohio River[image: External link] in Jefferson County[image: External link], Kentucky[image: External link], United States[image: External link]. The population was 2,882 as of the 2000 U.S. census[image: External link]. Indian Hills and the neighboring cities of Mockingbird Valley[image: External link] and Glenview[image: External link], as well as nearby Anchorage[image: External link], have been considered the most prosperous suburbs of Louisville since the mid-20th century.[2] It was among the highest-income places in the United States as of the 2000 U.S. census.



TOP
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 Geography




Indian Hills is located at 38°16′41″N 85°39′35″W[image: External link] (38.278087, -85.659762).[3] According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the city has a total area of 2.0 square miles (5.2 km2), of which 2.0 square miles (5.2 km2) is land and 0.51% is water.

The muddy fork of Beargrass Creek[image: External link] runs through Indian Hills. The region is hilly karst[image: External link] with numerous rock outcroppings visible, and the area is densely forested.[4] This terrain, along with the large house lots, have been mentioned as defining features of the community.[2]

Over a third of the land is intentionally left undeveloped, mostly as woodlands. Ten areas were originally developed by the Olmsted Brothers[image: External link] landscaping firm, and other tracts have been donated to the city over the years. Most of the undeveloped land is located on Indian Hills Trail between Louisville Country Club and the Ohio River[image: External link]. Caperton Swamp Nature Preserve is also located in the city.[5]

The undeveloped areas around Beargrass Creek and nearly all of the city north of Interstate 71[image: External link] are in the 100-year flood plain[image: External link] and seasonal flooding is common. The intersection of Indian Hills Road and River Road is closed occasionally in spring due to high water.[6]
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 History




See also: History of Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]
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 Indian Hill Stock Farm




The community is named for local settler John Veech's Indian Hill Stock Farm, for a time one of the largest horse farms in Kentucky. Veech held over 300 acres as early as 1805 and his family continued to own most of the local land into the 20th century. The Georgian-style Veech house still stands at 125 Indian Hills Trail; the farm's springhouse[image: External link] is at 119 Arrowhead Rd. (Both have been approved for listing on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link], but the property owners have so far opted against listing.[7]) An 1877 Louisville Courier-Journal[image: External link] article claims the name was adopted from the hundreds of Indians camped at the site at the time of Louisville's founding in 1778, but naming developments after Indians was generally fashionable in the late-19th century.[8]
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 Development




The Veech family owned much of the land into the 20th century. In 1911, the family contracted the Frederick Law Olmsted[image: External link] landscaping firm to plan the development of a golf course and subdivision.[8] Two Indian Hills houses from this era are located on the National Register of Historic Places, both in the northeastern section of the city: Midlands was built in 1913 for a member of the locally prominent Belknap Family[9] and Blankenbaker Station was built in 1916 and was one of the first "fireproof" homes in Louisville.[10] By 1924, the Louisville Country Club had been completed and the initial subdivision (sometimes referred to as Indian Hills-Country Club) was developed further from 1927 to 1941 by the Semonin Company.[11] Initial lot restrictions required houses to be sold for at least $10,000 and this was raised to $20,000 in 1946. The community was formally incorporated by the state assembly[image: External link] on December 15, 1941.[12] Calumet Road was the last street of the original Indian Hills plan to be built, with construction delayed until the 1950s due to the steep terrain.[13]
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 Battles with Louisville




In 1954, Louisville proposed annexing the new city in order to extend sewer service into the area and other developments further east. This met with such opposition that The Courier-Journal[image: External link] reported itself unable to find a single supporter of annexation or sewers in Indian Hills.[14] Two years later, the Indian Hills plans were folded in to the larger Mallon Plan to annex most of Louisville's outlying suburbs into the city government. Leaflets distributed in Indian Hills claimed taxes would go up, Louisville busses would enter Indian Hills, and sewer service would lead to expensive and unnecessary bills.[15] While Louisville voters approved the plan by a large majority, the suburban voters rejected it by a 2-to-1 margin and the Mallon Plan had to be shelved.[16]

In the wake of the annexation vote, Indian Hills began exerting greater political autonomy, closing down a used car lot on Brownsboro Road, annexing the land, and encouraging its redevelopment for residences.[17] (The triangle of land involved now houses the homes around Old Brownsboro Court and a small shopping center with a Rite Aid[image: External link].) The city also sued the Louisville Gas and Electric[image: External link] Company, seeking to remove the newly installed 135-foot electrical towers east of Indian Hills Trail. LG&E won the case by arguing that the land in question was scrubland[image: External link] unsuitable for commercial development.[18]

In the 1980s, Louisville again proposed sewers for Indian Hills, this time without annexation. Although Indian Hills rejected the plan by a 4-to-1 margin in 1988, extending a line through the community was the only economical way to provide access to communities further east who voted in favor of the service. Legal challenges delayed construction until 1992, but a line was then constructed through the city, without connecting to any of the local houses. In 1995, a local resident was sued by both his neighbors and the county[image: External link] to deal with his overflowing septic tank; he and the septic tank companies claimed the problem could not be fixed and the only option was connection to the city sewer system.[19] Mayor Jeanne Beam, who had opposed sewers throughout her 22-year service, abruptly resigned in June after the city commissioners announced they would no longer oppose connection. Beginning in 1999, the project became the most expensive sewer construction in Jefferson County history, costing residents $20,800–$31,200 each.[4]

The same year, Indian Hills was reincorporated following an election that merged the former Indian Hills with the neighboring cities of Indian Hills-Cherokee Section[image: External link] (inc. 1955), Robinswood[image: External link] (inc. 1965), and Winding Falls[image: External link] (inc. 1977). (An earlier attempt to annex the community of Riverwood[image: External link] as well failed in 1998; Rolling Fields[image: External link] was approached about joining the merger but declined to participate.) The new city reached the population threshold for 4th-class[image: External link] status, giving it greater local control (particularly over zoning) ahead of the merger of Louisville and Jefferson County into a single metro government. It also permitted the merger of two separate local police departments.[19]

Despite the merger, the Kentucky Secretary of State continues to list Indian Hills-Cherokee Section,[20] Robinswood,[21] and Winding Falls[22] as separate and active cities.
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1970[image: External link]
	300
	
	—



	1980[image: External link]
	273
	
	−9.0%



	1990[image: External link]
	250
	
	−8.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	564
	
	125.6%



	2010[image: External link]
	515
	
	−8.7%



	Est. 2016
	2,979
	[23]
	478.4%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[24]








	Year
	Indian Hills
	Indian Hills-Cherokee
	Robinswood
	Winding Falls



	1950
	291
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a



	1960
	601
	226
	n/a
	n/a



	1970
	600
	282
	300
	n/a



	1980
	787
	585
	273
	454



	1990
	1074
	1005
	250
	657




As of the census[image: External link][25] of 2000, there were 2,882 people, 1,119 households, and 914 families residing in the city. The population density[image: External link] was 1,459.5 people per square mile (564.8/km²). There were 1,162 housing units at an average density of 588.5 per square mile (227.7/km²). The racial makeup of the city was 95.70% White[image: External link], 1.73% African American[image: External link], 1.60% Asian[image: External link], 0.03% Pacific Islander[image: External link], 0.03% from other races[image: External link], and 0.90% from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 1.46% of the population.

There were 1,119 households out of which 32.0% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 76.3% were married couples[image: External link] living together, 3.5% had a female householder with no husband present, and 18.3% were non-families. 16.0% of all households were made up of individuals and 8.8% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.58 and the average family size was 2.88.

In the city, the population was spread out with 23.6% under the age of 18, 4.4% from 18 to 24, 17.1% from 25 to 44, 36.7% from 45 to 64, and 18.1% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 47 years. For every 100 females there were 96.5 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 93.2 males.

The median income for a household in the city was $120,602, and the median income for a family was $134,600. Males had a median income of $98,469 versus $41,000 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city was $66,637. About 0.5% of families and 1.2% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 1.0% of those under age 18 and none of those age 65 or over.
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Jennifer Lawrence, actress, 2013 Oscar Winner for Best Actress
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	List of cities and towns along the Ohio River[image: External link]
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Beverly Hills, California






"Beverly Hills" redirects here. For other uses, see Beverly Hills (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Beverly Hills is a city in Los Angeles County[image: External link], California[image: External link], United States, surrounded by the cities of Los Angeles[image: External link] and West Hollywood[image: External link]. Originally a Spanish ranch where lima beans[image: External link] were grown, Beverly Hills was incorporated in 1914 by a group of investors who had failed to find oil, but found water instead and eventually decided to develop it into a town. By 2013, its population had grown to 34,658. Sometimes referred to as "90210", one of its primary ZIP codes[image: External link], it was home to many actors and celebrities throughout the 20th century. The city includes the Rodeo Drive[image: External link] shopping district and the Beverly Hills Oil Field[image: External link].
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 History
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 Early history




Gaspar de Portolá[image: External link] arrived in the area that would later become Beverly Hills on August 3, 1769, travelling along native trails which followed the present-day route of Wilshire Boulevard[image: External link].

The area was settled by Maria Rita Quinteros de Valdez and her husband in 1828.[8] They called their 4,500 acres (18 km2) of property the Rancho Rodeo de las Aguas[image: External link].[9] in 1854, she sold the ranch to Benjamin Davis Wilson[image: External link] (1811–1878) and Henry Hancock (1822–1883).[8] By the 1880s, the ranch had been subdivided into parcels of 75 acres (0.30 km2) and was being rapidly bought up by anglos[image: External link] from Los Angeles and the East coast.[9]

Henry Hammel and Andrew H. Denker[image: External link] acquired most of it and used it for farming lima beans.[8][10] At this point, the area was known as the Hammel and Denker Ranch.[8] By 1888, Denker and Hammel were planning to build a town called Morocco on their holdings.[8][11]
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 20th century




In 1900, Burton E. Green[image: External link], Charles A. Canfield[image: External link], Max Whittier[image: External link], Frank H. Buck[image: External link], Henry E. Huntington[image: External link], William G. Kerckhoff[image: External link], William F. Herrin[image: External link], W.S. Porter, and Frank H. Balch, formed the Amalgamated Oil Company, bought the Hammel and Denker ranch, and began looking for oil.[8][12][13] They did not find enough to exploit commercially by the standards of the time, though.[13] In 1906, therefore, they reorganized as the Rodeo Land and Water Company, renamed the property "Beverly Hills," subdivided it, and began selling lots.[13][14] The development was named "Beverly Hills" after Beverly Farms[image: External link] in Beverly, Massachusetts[image: External link] and because of the hills in the area.[12][13] The first house in the subdivision was built in 1907, although sales remained slow.[15]

Beverly Hills was one of many all-white planned communities started in the Los Angeles area around this time.[16] Restrictive covenants[image: External link] prohibited non-whites from owning or renting property unless they were employed as servants by white residents.[11]:57 It was also forbidden to sell or rent property to Jews[image: External link] in Beverly Hills.[17]

Burton Green began construction on The Beverly Hills Hotel[image: External link] in 1911. The hotel was finished in 1912. The visitors drawn by the hotel were inclined to purchase land in Beverly Hills, and by 1914 the subdivision had a high enough population to incorporate as an independent city.[12] That same year, the Rodeo Land and Water Company decided to separate its water business from its real estate business. The Beverly Hills Utility Commission was split off from the land company and incorporated in September 1914, buying all of the utilities-related assets from the Rodeo Land and Water Company.[18]

In 1919, Douglas Fairbanks[image: External link] and Mary Pickford bought land on Summit Drive and built a mansion, finished in 1921[19] and nicknamed " Pickfair[image: External link]" by the press.[20] The glamor associated with Fairbanks and Pickford as well as other movie stars who built mansions in the city contributed to its growing appeal.[19]

By the early 1920s the population of Beverly Hills had grown enough to make the water supply a political issue.[21] In 1923 the usual solution, annexation to the city of Los Angeles, was proposed.[9]:65 There was considerable opposition to annexation among such famous residents as Pickford, Fairbanks, Will Rogers[image: External link][22] and Rudolph Valentino[image: External link].[23] The Beverly Hills Utility Commission, opposed to annexation as well, managed to force the city into a special election and the plan was defeated 337 to 507.[9]:65

In 1925, Beverly Hills approved a bond issue to buy 385 acres (1.6 km2) for a new campus for UCLA[image: External link]. The cities of Los Angeles, Santa Monica and Venice[image: External link] also issued bonds to help pay for the new campus.[24] In 1928, the Beverly Wilshire Apartment Hotel[image: External link] (now the Beverly Wilshire Hotel) opened on Wilshire Boulevard between El Camino and Rodeo drives, part of the old Beverly Hills Speedway[image: External link].[25] That same year oilman Edward L. Doheny[image: External link] finished construction of Greystone Mansion[image: External link], a 55-room mansion meant as a wedding present for his son Edward L. Doheny, Jr. The house is now owned by the city of Beverly Hills.[26]

In the early 1930s, Santa Monica Park was renamed Beverly Gardens[image: External link] and was extended to span the entire two-mile (3-kilometer) length of Santa Monica Boulevard through the city. The Electric Fountain[image: External link] marks the corner of Santa Monica Blvd. and Wilshire Blvd. with a small sculpture at the top of a Tongva[image: External link] kneeling in prayer. In April 1931, the new Italian Renaissance[image: External link]-style Beverly Hills City Hall[image: External link] was opened.[15]:9

In the early 1940s, black actors and businessmen had begun to move into Beverly Hills, despite the covenants allowing only whites to live in the city. A neighborhood improvement association attempted to enforce the covenant in court. The defendants included such luminaries as Hattie McDaniel[image: External link], Louise Beavers[image: External link], and Ethel Waters[image: External link]. Among the white residents supporting the lawsuit against blacks was silent film star Harold Lloyd[image: External link]. The NAACP[image: External link] participated in the defense, which was successful. In his decision, federal judge Thurmond Clarke[image: External link] said that it was time that "members of the Negro race are accorded, without reservations or evasions, the full rights guaranteed to them under the 14th amendment."[27] The United States Supreme Court[image: External link] declared restrictive covenants unenforceable in 1948 in Shelley v. Kraemer[image: External link]. A group of Jewish residents of Beverly Hills filed an amicus brief[image: External link] in this case.[28]

In 1956, Paul Trousdale[image: External link] (1915–1990) purchased the grounds of the Doheny Ranch and developed it into the Trousdale Estates[image: External link], convincing the city of Beverly Hills to annex it.[29][30][31][32][33][34][35] The neighborhood has been home to Elvis Presley[image: External link], Frank Sinatra[image: External link], Dean Martin[image: External link], Tony Curtis[image: External link], Ray Charles[image: External link], President Richard Nixon[image: External link] and, more recently, Jennifer Aniston, David Spade[image: External link], Vera Wang[image: External link], and John Rich[image: External link].[32][36][37]

In the late 1990s, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link] (LACMTA) proposed to build an extension of the Metro Red Line[image: External link] along Wilshire Boulevard and into downtown Beverly Hills, but the city opposed it.[38]
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 21st century




In 2001, LACMTA then proposed a bus rapid transit[image: External link] route down Santa Monica Blvd., but this was also opposed by the city and never built. Currently this stretch of road is served by less efficient Metro Rapid[image: External link] buses using pre-existing roadways.[38] By 2010, traffic in Beverly Hills and surrounding areas had grown bad enough that the city's habitual opposition had largely turned to support for subways within the city limits.[39] As part of the Westside Subway Extension[image: External link] project, the Purple Line[image: External link] of the LA Metro Rail[image: External link] is planned to be extended through Beverly Hills, adding two underground stations at Wilshire/La Cienega and Wilshire/Rodeo by the 2020s.[40]

In the midst of the 2015 drought[image: External link], Beverly Hills was found to be one of the biggest water consumers in all of California.[41] As a result, they were asked by the state to reduce their consumption by 36%, prompting many residents to replace their lawns with native plants[image: External link].[41] Meanwhile, the city government replaced the grass in front of the City Hall[image: External link] with Mexican sage[image: External link].[41]

In September 2015, the City of Beverly Hills signed an agreement with the State of Israel to work together on water use as well as "cybersecurity, public health, emergency services, disaster preparedness, public safety, counterterrorism and art and culture".[42]

In July 2016, the City of Beverly Hills received the Livability Award from the United States Conference of Mayors[image: External link] for its Ambassador Program, which takes care of the city's homeless population.[43]

The Beverly Hills Community Dog Park was dedicated on September 6, 2016.[44][45]

In November 2016, the Beverly Hills City Council passed a resolution to condemn the decision made by the UNESCO[image: External link] to deny the Jewish history of Temple Mount[image: External link] and the Western Wall[image: External link] in Jerusalem[image: External link], Israel.[46]
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 Geography




Beverly Hills and the neighboring city of West Hollywood[image: External link] are together entirely surrounded by the city of Los Angeles. Specifically, Beverly Hills is bordered on the northwest by the Los Angeles neighborhood of Bel-Air[image: External link] and the Santa Monica Mountains[image: External link], on the east by West Hollywood, the Carthay[image: External link] neighborhood of Los Angeles, and the Fairfax District[image: External link] of Los Angeles, and on the south by the Beverlywood[image: External link] neighborhood of Los Angeles.[47] The area's "Platinum Triangle[image: External link]" is formed by the city of Beverly Hills and the Los Angeles neighborhoods of Bel Air and Holmby Hills[image: External link].

In spite of the city's name, most residents live in the "flats" of Beverly Hills, which is a relatively flat land that slants towards the hills, and includes all of Beverly Hills itself. The houses situated in the hillside north of Sunset Boulevard have a much higher value than the average housing price for the rest of the city. Santa Monica Boulevard divides the "flats" into two areas, locally known as "North or South of the tracks," referring to the train tracks that were once used by the old Pacific Electric[image: External link] streetcar line that traversed Beverly Hills along Santa Monica Blvd. Houses south of Wilshire Boulevard have more urban square and rectangular lots, in general smaller than those to the north. There are also more apartment buildings south of Wilshire Blvd. than anywhere else in Beverly Hills, and the average house value south of Wilshire is the lowest in Beverly Hills. Nearly all businesses and government offices in Beverly Hills are located south of Santa Monica Blvd., two notable exceptions being the Beverly Hills Hotel[image: External link] and the Beverly Hilton Hotel[image: External link]. Just outside the city limits to the west lies the Los Angeles Country Club[image: External link]. Other locations commonly associated with Beverly Hills include the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center[image: External link] and the Beverly Center[image: External link], just outside the city limits to the east.

Beverly Hills Post Office[image: External link] is an area of Los Angeles that the Beverly Hills Post Office serves and carries the "Beverly Hills, CA 90210" mailing address. The other four, less-celebrated ZIP codes for Beverly Hills are: 90209, 90211, 90212 and 90213.[7]

Along with the Los Angeles communities of Bel-Air[image: External link] and Brentwood[image: External link], it is one of the "Three Bs",[48][49] a wealthy area in the Los Angeles Westside[image: External link].[50]
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 Climate




Beverly Hills has a hot and warm Mediterranean micro-climate[image: External link], with an average high of 85 degrees Fahrenheit (29.4 degrees Celsius) in August, and an average high of 67 degrees Fahrenheit (19.5 degrees Celsius) in January (source Weather.com). Beverly Hills also receives an average 18 inches (460 mm) of rain per year. Summers are marked by warm to hot temperatures with very little wind, while winters are warm to moderate, to cool with occasional rain alternating with periods of Santa Ana winds[image: External link]. Measurable snowfall has been recorded only in 1882, 1922, 1932, 1949 and 1958.
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1920[image: External link]
	674
	
	—



	1930[image: External link]
	17,429
	
	2,485.9%



	1940[image: External link]
	26,823
	
	53.9%



	1950[image: External link]
	29,032
	
	8.2%



	1960[image: External link]
	30,817
	
	6.1%



	1970[image: External link]
	33,416
	
	8.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	32,646
	
	−2.3%



	1990[image: External link]
	31,971
	
	−2.1%



	2000[image: External link]
	33,784
	
	5.7%



	2010[image: External link]
	34,109
	
	1.0%



	Est. 2016
	34,687
	[51]
	1.7%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[52]
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 2010




The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][53] reported that Beverly Hills had a population of 34,109. The population density[image: External link] was 5,973.1 people per square mile (2,306.2/km²). The racial makeup of Beverly Hills was 28,112 (82.4%) White[image: External link] (78.6% Non-Hispanic White),[6] 746 (2.2%) African American[image: External link], 48 (0.1%) Native American[image: External link], 3,032 (8.9%) Asian[image: External link], 12 (0.0%) Pacific Islander[image: External link], 485 (1.4%) from other races[image: External link], and 1,674 (4.9%) from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 1,941 persons (5.7%).

The largest religious community are Persian Jews[image: External link], who make up 26% of the population of Beverly Hills.[54] The Iranian Jewish community in Beverly Hills, numbering over 8,000, is the largest Iranian Jewish community in the United States.[55][56]

The Census reported that 33,988 people (99.6% of the population) lived in households, 121 (0.4%) lived in non-institutionalized group quarters, and 0 (0%) were institutionalized.

There were 14,869 households, out of which 3,759 (25.3%) had children under the age of 18 living in them, 6,613 (44.5%) were opposite-sex married couples[image: External link] living together, 1,354 (9.1%) had a female householder with no husband present, 494 (3.3%) had a male householder with no wife present. There were 460 (3.1%) unmarried opposite-sex partnerships[image: External link], and 131 (0.9%) same-sex married couples or partnerships[image: External link]. 5,400 households (36.3%) were made up of individuals and 1,834 (12.3%) had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.29. There were 8,461 families[image: External link] (56.9% of all households); the average family size was 3.05.

The population was spread out with 6,623 people (19.4%) under the age of 18, 2,526 people (7.4%) aged 18 to 24, 8,540 people (25.0%) aged 25 to 44, 9,904 people (29.0%) aged 45 to 64, and 6,516 people (19.1%) who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 43.6 years. For every 100 females there were 84.3 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 80.3 males.

There were 16,394 housing units at an average density of 2,870.9 per square mile (1,108.5/km²), of which 6,561 (44.1%) were owner-occupied, and 8,308 (55.9%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 2.2%; the rental vacancy rate was 8.0%. 17,740 people (52.0% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 16,248 people (47.6%) lived in rental housing units.

During 2009–2013, Beverly Hills had a median household income of $86,141, with 8.8% of the population living below the federal poverty line.[6]
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 2000




As of the census[image: External link][57] of 2000, there were 33,784 people, 15,035 households, and 8,269 families residing in the city. The population density[image: External link] was 5,954.0 people per square mile (2,300.5/km²). There were 15,856 housing units at an average density of 2,794.4/mi (1,079.7/km²). The racial makeup of the city was 85.06% White[image: External link], 1.77% African American[image: External link], 0.13% Native American[image: External link], 7.05% Asian[image: External link], 0.03% Pacific Islander[image: External link], 1.50% from other races[image: External link], and 4.46% from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 4.63% of the population.

There were 15,035 households out of which 24.4% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 43.8% were married couples[image: External link] living together, 8.1% had a female householder with no husband present, and 45.0% were non-families. 38.2% of all households were made up of individuals and 11.3% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.24 and the average family size was 3.02.

In the city, the population was spread out with 20.0% under the age of 18, 6.3% from 18 to 24, 29.3% from 25 to 44, 26.8% from 45 to 64, and 17.6% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 41 years. For every 100 females there were 83.5 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 79.4 males.

The median income for a household in the city was $70,945, and the median income for a family was $102,611. Males had a median income of $72,004 versus $46,217 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city was $65,507. About 7.9% of families and 9.1% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 9.5% of those under the age of 18 and 7.9% ages 65 or older.
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 Government
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 Municipal government




See also: Historical list of Mayors of Beverly Hills[image: External link]


Beverly Hills is a general law city[image: External link] governed by a five-member City Council[image: External link] including the mayor[image: External link] and vice mayor. The City Council hires a city manager[image: External link] to carry out policies and serve as executive officer. Every odd-numbered year, either two or three members are elected for four-year terms. Each March the City Council meets and chooses one of its members as mayor and one as vice-mayor. As of 2017, Lili Bosse is mayor, Julian Gold is vice mayor, and the other councilmembers are John Mirisch, Lester Friedman, and Robert Wunderlich.[2] Mahdi Aluzri serves as City Manager.[3]
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 County, state and federal representation




In the California State Legislature[image: External link], Beverly Hills is in the 26th Senate District[image: External link], represented by Democrat[image: External link] Ben Allen[image: External link], and in the 50th Assembly District[image: External link], represented by Democrat[image: External link] Richard Bloom[image: External link].[58]

In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], Beverly Hills is in California's 33rd congressional district[image: External link], represented by Democrat[image: External link] Ted Lieu[image: External link].[59]
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 Infrastructure




The Beverly Hills Police Department[image: External link] and the Beverly Hills Fire Department serve as emergency response for the city.

The Los Angeles County Department of Health Services[image: External link] SPA 5 West Area Health Office serves Beverly Hills.[60] The department operates the Simms/Mann Health and Wellness Center in Santa Monica[image: External link], serving Beverly Hills.[61]

The United States Postal Service[image: External link] operates the Beverly Hills Post Office at 325 North Maple Drive,[62] the Crescent Post Office at 323 North Crescent Drive,[63] the Beverly Post Office at 312 South Beverly Drive,[64] and the Eastgate Post Office at 8383 Wilshire Boulevard.[65][66] The Beverly Hills Post Office was listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link] on January 11, 1985.[67]
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 Politics




The city of Beverly Hills widely opposed Proposition 8[image: External link], the 2008 ballot measure which repealed legal recognition of same-sex marriages. The proposition passed statewide, but in Beverly Hills, only 34% voted in favor, and 66% voted against it.[68] In 2007, Jimmy Delshad[image: External link] became the city's first Iranian-born mayor, representing the city's large Persian Jewish[image: External link] population.[69]
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 Economy




Beverly Hills is home to one Fortune 500[image: External link] company, Live Nation Entertainment[image: External link]. Since August 22, 2011, the headquarters of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] have been located in Beverly Hills.[70]

The Los Angeles-area offices of Aeroflot[image: External link][71] and El Al[image: External link][72] are in Beverly Hills. Hilton Hotels Corporation[image: External link] formerly had its corporate headquarters in Beverly Hills. The original headquarters of GeoCities[image: External link] (at first Beverly Hills Internet) was at 9401 Wilshire Boulevard in Beverly Hills.[73]

The large and still-productive Beverly Hills Oil Field[image: External link] has four urban drilling islands, which drill diagonally into the earth underneath the city. One drilling islands occasioned a 2003 lawsuit representing former attendees of Beverly Hills High School, approximately 280 of which having suffered from cancers allegedly tied to the drilling operations.[74]
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 Top employers




According to the city's 2015 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report,[75] the top employers in the city are:



	#
	Employer
	# of Employees



	1
	City of Beverly Hills
	1,042



	2
	Beverly Hills Unified School District[image: External link]
	642



	3
	Beverly Wilshire Hotel[image: External link]
	620



	4
	The Beverly Hilton[image: External link]
	599



	5
	The Beverly Hills Hotel[image: External link]
	500



	6
	William Morris Agency[image: External link]
	500



	7
	Saks Fifth Avenue[image: External link]
	460



	8
	Neiman Marcus Group[image: External link]
	430



	9
	Creative Artists Agency[image: External link]
	425



	10
	The Peninsula Beverly Hills[image: External link]
	400
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 Education




Beverly Hills is served by Beverly Hills Unified School District[image: External link], which includes four K-8 schools (Hawthorne, El Rodeo, Beverly Vista, and Horace Mann), Moreno High School, and the Beverly Hills High School[image: External link].

Beverly Hills also has several private schools. Good Shepherd School, a PreK-8 school in Beverly Hills, is a part of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link]. Other Beverly Hills private schools include Harkham Hillel Hebrew Academy.
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 Notable people






	
Desi Arnaz[image: External link][76]


	
Desi Arnaz, Jr.[image: External link][77]


	
Lucille Ball[image: External link][76]


	
Lionel Barrymore[image: External link][78]


	
Richard Barthelmess[image: External link][79]


	John Batchelor[image: External link]

	
Wallace Beery[image: External link][80]


	
Jack Benny[image: External link][78]


	
Polly Bergen[image: External link][78]


	
Justin Bieber[image: External link][78]


	
Monte Blue[image: External link][80]


	
Ward Bond[image: External link][80]


	
Hobart Bosworth[image: External link][81]


	
William Boyd[image: External link][80]


	
Albert Brooks[image: External link][82]


	
Johnny Mack Brown[image: External link][80]


	
Winifred Bryson[image: External link][83]


	
Richard Chamberlain[image: External link][84]


	
Rosemary Clooney[image: External link][78]


	Lew Cody[image: External link]

	
Phil Collins[image: External link][85]


	
Jackie Cooper[image: External link][86]


	
Jeanne Crain[image: External link][87]


	
Laird Cregar[image: External link][80]


	
Robert Cummings[image: External link][88]


	Tony Curtis[image: External link]

	Ellen DeGeneres[image: External link]

	
Richard Dreyfuss[image: External link][77]


	Nelson Eddy[image: External link]

	Nanette Fabray[image: External link]

	Douglas Fairbanks[image: External link]

	
Peter Falk[image: External link][89]


	Mia Farrow[image: External link]

	José Ferrer[image: External link]

	
Rhonda Fleming[image: External link][90]


	
George Gershwin[image: External link][91]


	
Ira Gershwin[image: External link][92]


	
Burton E. Green[image: External link][93]


	
Fritz Lang[image: External link][94]


	
Jennifer Lawrence[95]


	
Logan Lerman[image: External link][96]


	
Mervyn LeRoy[image: External link][97]


	Oscar Levant[image: External link]

	
Jack Linkletter[image: External link][98]


	Frank Lovejoy[image: External link]

	Hal March[image: External link]

	
Vincente Minnelli[image: External link][99]


	Elizabeth Montgomery[image: External link]

	
Demi Moore[100]


	Agnes Moorehead

	Maureen O'Sullivan[image: External link]

	
Markus Persson[image: External link][101]


	Mary Pickford

	
André Previn[image: External link][102]


	Carl Reiner[image: External link]

	
Rob Reiner[image: External link][77]


	
Lionel Richie[image: External link][103]


	
Melissa Rivers[image: External link][104]


	Gilbert Roland[image: External link]

	Ricky Schroder[image: External link]

	
Charlie Sheen[image: External link][105]


	
Judith Sheindlin[image: External link][106]


	
Phil Spector[image: External link][107]


	
James Stewart[image: External link][108]


	
Harry Styles[image: External link][109]


	
Lisa Vanderpump[image: External link][110]


	
Betty White[image: External link][77]


	
William Wyler[image: External link][111]
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 City media




Beverly Hills is served by free weekly newspapers the Beverly Hills Courier[image: External link] and Beverly Hills Weekly[image: External link].

The BHUSD has a public-access television[image: External link] station called KBEV[image: External link], which is run by the students of Beverly Hills High School[image: External link].[112] KBEV was founded in 1968. KBEV produces many programs, including the Norman News, which is the longest running student news service in the country.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Autonomous vehicles




In April 2016,[113] the Beverly Hills City Council passed a resolution[114] to create autonomous vehicles for public transportation within the next decade.[115] Mayor John Mirisch has said this is one of his top priorities during his tenure as mayor. "This is a game-changer for Beverly Hills and, we hope, for the region," said Mirisch in the press release. "Beverly Hills is the perfect community to take the lead to make this technology a reality. It is now both feasible and safe for autonomous cars to be on the road."[116]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Landmarks






	Beverly Gardens Park[image: External link]

	Beverly Hills 9/11 Memorial Garden[image: External link]

	Beverly Hills City Hall[image: External link]

	Beverly Hills High School[image: External link]

	Beverly Hills Hotel[image: External link]

	Beverly Hills Police Department[image: External link]

	Beverly Hills Public Library[image: External link]

	Beverly Hills Women's Club[image: External link]

	Beverly Wilshire Hotel[image: External link]

	Electric Fountain[image: External link]

	Greystone Mansion[image: External link]

	Greenacres[image: External link]

	La Cienega Park[image: External link]

	Pickfair[image: External link]

	Rodeo Drive[image: External link]

	Roxbury Memorial Park[image: External link]

	Virginia Robinson Gardens[image: External link]

	Will Rogers Memorial Park[image: External link]
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 In popular culture




Beverly Hills has been featured in a number of television[image: External link] shows and movies, many of which capitalize on its reputation as a residence for the rich, including:


	
The Jack Benny Program[image: External link] (1950–1965) (and on his radio program from 1932–1955),

	
The Beverly Hillbillies[image: External link] (1962–1971)

	
Beverly Hills Cop[image: External link] (1984), Beverly Hills Cop II[image: External link] (1987), and Beverly Hills Cop III[image: External link] (1994)

	
Down and Out in Beverly Hills[image: External link] (1986)

	
Beverly Hills Teens[image: External link] (1987)

	
Top Cat and the Beverly Hills Cats[image: External link] (1988)

	
Troop Beverly Hills[image: External link] (1989)

	
Beverly Hills, 90210[image: External link] (1990 to 2000) and 90210[image: External link] (2008 –2013)

	
The Slums of Beverly Hills[image: External link] (1998)

	
Beverly Hills Chihuahua[image: External link] (2008)

	The opening scene of The Andy Griffith Show[image: External link] (1960-1968), showing Sheriff Taylor and Opie carrying fishing poles, was shot at the Franklin Canyon Reservoir[image: External link] at the north end of town, just west of Coldwater Canyon.[117]


	
The Real Housewives of Beverly Hills[image: External link] (2010-present{2017}) is a reality show featuring rich women living in and around Beverly Hills.

	
Rich Kids of Beverly Hills[image: External link] (2014-2016) is a reality show that showcases the lives of wealthy 20-somethings living in Beverly Hills.

	
Devious Maids[image: External link] (2013-2016) is a TV show about maids working for rich people and celebrities living in Beverly Hills.

	
Clueless[image: External link] (1995)

	
Meet the Blacks[image: External link] (2016) A comedy horror film about a family that moves from Chicago to Beverly Hills
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 Sister cities





	
Acapulco[image: External link], Mexico[118]


	
Cannes[image: External link], France[118]
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 See also





	List of largest houses in the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area[image: External link]
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List of awards and nominations received by Jennifer Lawrence






Jennifer Lawrence is an American actress who has received various awards and nominations, including one Academy Award[image: External link], one BAFTA Award, three Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], four Critics' Choice Awards[image: External link], two Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link], seven MTV Movie Awards, five People's Choice Awards, and five Teen Choice Awards[image: External link].

After playing minor roles in several films and television shows, Lawrence starred in her first major role on the TBS sitcom The Bill Engvall Show (2007–09), which earned her a Young Artist Award for Outstanding Young Performer in a TV Series[image: External link].[1] In 2008, she won the Premio Marcello Mastroianni at the 65th Venice International Film Festival[image: External link] for the drama The Burning Plain. For her breakout role[image: External link] in the 2010 acclaimed independent drama Winter's Bone, she received an Academy Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Actress[image: External link]. The film also garnered her Best Actress nominations from the Hollywood Foreign Press[image: External link], BAFTA[image: External link], SAG[image: External link] and Critics' Choice[image: External link] award ceremonies, and won a Breakthrough Performance Award from the National Board of Review[image: External link].[2] In 2011, she received several nominations for her portrayal of Mystique in X-Men: First Class, including the People's Choice and Teen Choice Awards ceremonies.

Lawrence won several awards for both her 2012 releases. For her performance in the comedy-drama Silver Linings Playbook, she won the Golden Globe Award for Best Actress - Comedy, the SAG Award for Outstanding Lead Actress and the Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link], becoming the second youngest winner in the category.[3] The same year, she won the Saturn Award for Best Actress, the Empire Award for Best Actress, the MTV Movie Award for Best Female Performance and the Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Actress in an Action Movie for portraying the heroine Katniss Everdeen in The Hunger Games. The following year, her performance in American Hustle (2013) won her the Golden Globe and BAFTA Award for Best Supporting Actress and garnered her a nomination for Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link].[4][5][6]

From 2013–15, she received several awards and nominations for her performances in the other three films in The Hunger Games series, including the MTV Best Female Performance Award for Catching Fire, and three Critics Choice nominations for each films. The role of Katniss Everdeen made Guinness World Records[image: External link] to recognise Lawrence as the highest-grossing action heroine of all time.[7] Her reprisal of Mystique in X-Men: Days of Future Past (2014) earned her two People's Choice Awards for Favorite Actress and Favorite Action Movie Actress. In 2015, she starred as the eponymous inventor in the biopic Joy, which won her third Golden Globe Award in the Best Actress – Motion Picture Comedy or Musical category and another Academy Award for Best Actress nomination, making her the youngest person to receive four Oscar nominations.[8][9]

AACTA International Awards

The Australian Academy of Cinema and Television Arts Awards[image: External link] are presented annually by the Australian Academy of Cinema and Television Arts[image: External link] (AACTA) to recognize and honor achievements in the film and television industry.[10] Lawrence has won two awards.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2012[image: External link]
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Best Actress
	Won
	[11]



	2013[image: External link]
	American Hustle
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won
	[12]




Academy Awards

The Academy Awards[image: External link] are a set of awards given by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences annually for excellence of cinematic achievements.[13] Lawrence has won one award from four nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2010[image: External link]
	Winter's Bone
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[14]



	2012[image: External link]
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Won
	[15]



	2013[image: External link]
	American Hustle
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[16]



	2015[image: External link]
	Joy
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[17]




British Academy Film Awards

The British Academy Film Award is an annual award show presented by the British Academy of Film and Television Arts[image: External link].[18] Lawrence has received one award from two nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2013[image: External link]
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Best Actress in a Leading Role[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[19]



	2014[image: External link]
	American Hustle
	Best Actress in a Supporting Role
	Won
	[20]




Critics' Choice Movie Awards

The Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link] are presented annually since 1995 by the Broadcast Film Critics Association[image: External link] for outstanding achievements in the cinema industry.[21] Lawrence has received four awards from thirteen nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2011[image: External link]
	Winter's Bone
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[22]



	Best Young Performer[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[22]



	2013[image: External link]
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Best Acting Ensemble
	Won
	[23]



	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[23]



	Best Actress in a Comedy
	Won
	[23]



	The Hunger Games
	Best Actress in an Action Movie
	Won
	[23]



	2014[image: External link]
	American Hustle
	Best Acting Ensemble
	Won
	[24]



	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[24]



	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
	Best Actress in an Action Movie
	Nominated
	[24]



	2015[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1
	Best Actress in an Action Movie
	Nominated
	[25]



	2016[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2
	Best Actress in an Action Movie
	Nominated
	[26]



	Joy
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[26]



	Best Actress in a Comedy
	Nominated
	[26]




Dorian Awards

The Dorian Awards[image: External link] are presented by the Gay and Lesbian Entertainment Critics Association (GALECA).[27] Lawrence has been nominated once.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Film Performance of the Year – Actress
	Nominated
	[28]




Empire Awards

The Empire Awards[image: External link] is a British awards ceremony held annually to recognize cinematic achievements.[29] Lawrence has received one awards from five nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2011[image: External link]
	Winter's Bone
	Best Newcomer[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[30]



	2013[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games
	Best Actress
	Won
	[31]



	2014[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[32]



	American Hustle
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[32]



	2016[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[33]




Golden Globe Awards

The Golden Globe Award is an accolade bestowed by the 93 members of the Hollywood Foreign Press Association (HFPA) recognizing excellence in film and television, both domestic and foreign.[34] Lawrence has received three awards from four nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2011[image: External link]
	Winter's Bone
	Best Actress – Motion Picture Drama
	Nominated
	[35]



	2013[image: External link]
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Best Actress – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy
	Won
	[36]



	2014[image: External link]
	American Hustle
	Best Supporting Actress – Motion Picture
	Won
	[37]



	2016[image: External link]
	Joy
	Best Actress – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy
	Won
	[38]




Gotham Awards

Presented by the Independent Filmmaker Project[image: External link], the Gotham Awards[image: External link] award the best in independent film[image: External link].[39] Lawrence has won one award from three nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2010[image: External link]
	Winter's Bone
	Best Ensemble Performance
	Won
	[40]



	Best Breakthrough Actor/Actress
	Nominated
	[40]



	2012[image: External link]
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Best Ensemble Performance
	Nominated
	[41]




Guinness World Records

The Guinness World Records[image: External link] is a reference book[image: External link] published annually, containing a collection of world records[image: External link], both human achievements and the extremes of the natural world.[42]



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2015
	Katniss Everdeen
	Highest Grossing Action Heroine
	Won
	[43]




Hollywood Film Festival

The Hollywood Film Awards[image: External link] are held annually to recognize talent in the film industry.[44] Lawrence has received one award.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2010
	Winter's Bone
	New Hollywood Award
	Won
	[45]




Independent Spirit Awards

The Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link] are presented annually by Film Independent, to award best in the independent film community.[46] Lawrence has received one award from two nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2010[image: External link]
	Winter's Bone
	Best Female Lead
	Nominated
	[47]



	2012[image: External link]
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Best Female Lead
	Won
	[48]




Irish Film & Television Awards

The Irish Film & Television Academy[image: External link] Awards are presented annually to award best in films and television.[49] Lawrence has received two nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2010[image: External link]
	Winter's Bone
	Best International Actress
	Nominated
	[50]



	2012[image: External link]
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Best International Actress
	Nominated
	[51]




Los Angeles Film Festival

Founded in 1995, the Los Angeles Film Festival is an annual film festival held in June.[52] Lawrence has received one award.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2008
	The Poker House
	Outstanding Performance in the Narrative Competition
	Won
	[53]




MTV Movie Awards

The MTV Movie Awards is an annual award show presented by MTV[image: External link] to honor outstanding achievements in films. Founded in 1992, the winners of the awards are decided online by the audience.[54] Lawrence has received seven awards from twenty-two nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2012[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games
	Best Female Performance
	Won
	[55]



	Best Fight
	Won
	[55]



	Best Hero[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[55]



	Best Kiss
	Nominated
	[55]



	Best Cast[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[55]



	2013[image: External link]
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Best Female Performance
	Won
	[56]



	Best Kiss
	Won
	[56]



	Best Musical Moment
	Nominated
	[56]



	Best On-Screen Duo[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[56]



	House at the End of the Street
	Best Scared-As-S**t Performance[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[56]



	2014[image: External link]
	American Hustle
	Best Kiss
	Nominated
	[57]



	Best Musical Moment
	Nominated
	[57]



	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
	Best Female Performance
	Won
	[57]



	Best Fight
	Nominated
	[57]



	Favorite Character
	Nominated
	[57]



	2015[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1
	Best Female Performance
	Nominated
	[58]



	Best Musical Moment
	Won
	[58]



	Best Hero
	Nominated
	[58]



	2016[image: External link]
	Joy
	Best Female Performance
	Nominated
	[59]



	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2
	Best Action Performance
	Nominated
	[59]



	Best Ensemble Cast
	Nominated
	[59]



	Best Hero
	Won
	[59]




National Board of Review

The National Board of Review[image: External link] was founded in 1909 in New York City to award "film, domestic and foreign, as both art and entertainment".[60] Lawrence has received one award.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2010[image: External link]
	Winter's Bone
	Breakthrough Performance
	Won
	[61]




Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards

The Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link], also known as the Kids Choice Awards (KCAs), is an annual awards show that airs on the Nickelodeon[image: External link] cable channel[image: External link] that honors the year's biggest television, film and music acts, as voted by Nickelodeon viewers.[62] Lawrence has received four awards from six nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2013[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games
	Favorite Movie Actress
	Nominated
	[63]



	Favorite Female Buttkicker
	Nominated
	[63]



	2014[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
	Favorite Movie Actress
	Won
	[64]



	Favorite Female Buttkicker
	Won
	[64]



	2015[image: External link]
	X-Men: Days of Future Past and The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1
	Favorite Female Action Star
	Won
	[65]



	2016[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2
	Favorite Movie Actress
	Won
	[66]



	2017[image: External link]
	X-Men: Apocalypse
	Favorite Butt-Kicker
	Nominated
	[67]




Palm Springs International Film Festival

Founded in 1989 in Palm Springs, California, the Palm Springs International Film Festival[image: External link] is held annually in January.[68] Lawrence has won two awards.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2010
	Winter's Bone
	Rising Star Award
	Won
	[69]



	2013
	American Hustle
	Ensemble Cast Award
	Won
	[70]




People's Choice Awards

The People's Choice Awards is an American awards show recognizing the people and the work of popular culture[image: External link]. The show has been held annually since 1975 and is voted on by the general public.[71] Lawrence has received five awards from seven nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2012[image: External link]
	X-Men: First Class
	Favorite Ensemble Movie Cast
	Nominated
	[72]



	Favorite Movie Superhero
	Nominated
	[72]



	2013[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games
	Favorite Movie Actress
	Won
	[73]



	Favorite Face of Heroism
	Won
	[73]



	Favorite On-Screen Chemistry
	Won
	[73]



	2015[image: External link]
	X-Men: Days of Future Past
	Favorite Movie Actress
	Won
	[74]



	Favorite Action Movie Actress
	Won
	[74]



	2017
	X-Men: Apocalypse
	Favorite Movie Actress
	Won
	[75]



	Favorite Action Movie Actress
	Nominated




Santa Barbara International Film Festival

Founded in 1986, the Santa Barbara International Film Festival[image: External link] is an eleven-day film festival held in Santa Barbara, California.[76] Lawence has received one award.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2012
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Outstanding Performance of the Year[image: External link]
	Won
	[77]




Satellite Awards

The Satellite Awards are a set of annual awards given by the International Press Academy[image: External link].[78] Lawrence has received one award from three nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2010[image: External link]
	Winter's Bone
	Best Actress – Motion Picture Drama
	Nominated
	[79]



	2012[image: External link]
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Best Actress – Motion Picture
	Won
	[80]



	2013[image: External link]
	American Hustle
	Best Supporting Actress – Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[81]




Saturn Awards

The Saturn Awards are presented annually by the Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy and Horror Films[image: External link] to honor science fiction, fantasy, and horror films, television and home video.[82] Lawrence has received one award and two nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2012[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games
	Best Actress
	Won
	[83]



	2013[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[84]



	2014[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[85]



	2017[image: External link]
	Passengers
	Best Actress in a Film
	Pending
	[86]




Screen Actors Guild Awards

The Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link] are organized by the Screen Actors Guild‐American Federation of Television and Radio Artists[image: External link]. First awarded in 1995, the awards aim to recognize excellent achievements in film and television.[87] Lawrence has received two awards from five nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2011[image: External link]
	Winter's Bone
	Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Leading Role
	Nominated
	[88]



	2013[image: External link]
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture
	Nominated
	[89]



	Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Leading Role
	Won
	[89]



	2014[image: External link]
	American Hustle
	Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture
	Won
	[90]



	Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[90]




Seattle International Film Festival

Founded in 1976, the Seattle International Film Festival[image: External link] is a twenty five-day film festival held in Washington, North America. Lawrence has received one award.[91]



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2010
	Winter's Bone
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Won
	[92]




Spike Guys' Choice Awards

The Spike Guys' Choice Awards[image: External link] is annually held by television channel Spike[image: External link].[93]



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2013
	Jennifer Lawrence
	Woman of the Year
	Won
	[94]




Stockholm International Film Festival

Founded in 1990, the Stockholm International Film Festival[image: External link] is an annual film festival held in Sweden.[95] Lawrence has received one award.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2010
	Winter's Bone
	Best Actress
	Won
	[96]




Teen Choice Awards

The Teen Choice Awards[image: External link] is an annual awards show that airs on the Fox Network[image: External link]. The awards honor the year's biggest achievements in music, movies, sports, television, fashion and other categories, voted by teen viewers.[97] Lawrence has received eight awards from fourteen nominations.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2011[image: External link]
	X-Men: First Class
	Choice Movie: Breakout Star – Female
	Nominated
	[98]



	Choice Movie: Chemistry
	Nominated
	[98]



	2012[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games
	Choice Movie: Actress – Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Won
	[99]



	Choice Movie: Chemistry
	Won
	[99]



	Choice Movie: Liplock
	Won
	[99]



	2014[image: External link]
	American Hustle
	Choice Movie Actress – Drama
	Nominated
	[100]



	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire and X-Men: Days of Future Past
	Choice Movie Actress – Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Won
	[100]



	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
	Choice Movie: Liplock
	Nominated
	[100]



	2015[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1
	Choice Movie Actress – Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Won
	[101]



	Choice Movie: Liplock
	Nominated
	[101]



	2016[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2
	Choice Movie: Actress – Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Won
	[102]



	Choice Movie: Chemistry
	Nominated
	[103]



	Choice Movie: Liplock
	Won
	[103]



	Joy
	Choice Movie: Actress – Drama
	Won
	[102]




Torino Film Festival

The Torino Film Festival[image: External link] (also known as Turin Film Festival) is an annual International film festival held in Turin[image: External link], Italy.[104]



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2010[image: External link]
	Winter's Bone
	Best Actress
	Won
	[105]




Venice Film Festival

Founded in 1932, the Venice Film Festival[image: External link] or Venice International Film Festival is the oldest film festival in the world.[106] Lawrence has won one award.



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2008[image: External link]
	The Burning Plain
	Premio Marcello Mastroianni for Best Young Actor or Actress
	Won
	[107]




Critics associations



	Year
	Nominated work and artist
	Association
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	2010
	Winter's Bone
	Alliance of Women Film Journalists[image: External link]
	Best Breakthrough Performance
	Won
	[108]



	Chicago Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Most Promising Performer
	Won
	[109]



	Detroit Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Won
	[110]



	Breakthrough Performance
	Won
	[110]



	Best Ensemble
	Won
	[110]



	Dublin Film Critics' Circle[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Won
	[111]



	Breakthrough Award
	Won
	[111]



	Florida Film Critics Circle[image: External link]
	Pauline Kael Breakout Award
	Won
	[112]



	Toronto Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Won
	[113]



	Vancouver Film Critics Circle[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Won
	[114]



	Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Won
	[115]



	Dallas–Fort Worth Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Runner-up
	[116]



	Los Angeles Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Runner-up
	[117]



	St. Louis Gateway Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Runner-up
	[118]



	Alliance of Women Film Journalists[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[108]



	Best Ensemble Cast
	Nominated
	[108]



	Unforgettable Moment Award
	Nominated
	[108]



	Chicago Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[109]



	Denver Film Critics Society
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[119]



	Houston Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[120]



	London Film Critics' Circle[image: External link]
	Actress of the Year[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[121]



	Online Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[122]



	San Diego Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[123]



	Best Performance by an Ensemble[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[123]



	2013
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Alliance of Women Film Journalists[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble Cast
	Won
	[124]



	Austin Film Critics Association
	Best Actress
	Won
	[125]



	Denver Film Critics Society
	Best Actress
	Won
	[126]



	Detroit Film Critics Society
	Best Actress
	Won
	[127]



	Houston Film Critics Society Awards
	Best Actress
	Won
	[128]



	Los Angeles Film Critics Association
	Best Actress
	Won
	[129]



	Dallas–Fort Worth Film Critics Association
	Best Actress
	Runner-up
	[130]



	National Society of Film Critics[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Runner-up
	[131]



	New York Film Critics Circle[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Runner-up[b]
	[132]



	St. Louis Gateway Film Critics Association
	Best Actress
	Runner-up
	[133]



	Dublin Film Critics' Circle
	Best Actress
	3rd Place
	[134]



	Chicago Film Critics Association
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[135]



	Detroit Film Critics Society
	Best Ensemble
	Nominated
	[127]



	London Film Critics Circle
	Actress of the Year
	Nominated
	[136]



	Online Film Critics Society Awards
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[137]



	San Diego Film Critics Society
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[138]



	Vancouver Film Critics Circle
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[139]



	Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[140]



	The Hunger Games
	Alliance of Women Film Journalists
	Best Female Action Star
	Won
	[124]



	2014
	American Hustle
	Alliance of Women Film Journalists
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won
	[141]



	Best Ensemble Cast
	Won
	[141]



	Denver Film Critics Society
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won
	[142]



	Detroit Film Critics Society
	Best Ensemble
	Won
	[143]



	National Society of Film Critics
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won
	[144]



	New York Film Critics Circle
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won
	[145]



	New York Film Critics Online[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble Cast
	Won
	[146]



	San Diego Film Critics Society
	Best Performance by an Ensemble
	Won
	[147]



	San Francisco Film Critics Circle[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Won
	[148]



	Toronto Film Critics Association
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Won
	[149]



	Vancouver Film Critics Circle
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Won
	[150]



	Florida Film Critics Circle
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Runner-up
	[151]



	Dallas-Fort Worth Film Critics Association
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	3rd Place
	[152]



	Chicago Film Critics Association
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[153]



	Detroit Film Critics Society
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[143]



	Houston Film Critics Society Awards
	Best Supporting Actress
	Nominated
	[154]



	London Film Critics Circle
	Supporting Actress of the Year
	Nominated
	[155]



	Online Film Critics Society Awards
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[156]



	San Diego Film Critics Society
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[147]



	St. Louis Gateway Film Critics Association
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[157]



	Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[158]



	Best Ensemble[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[158]



	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
	Alliance of Women Film Journalists
	Best Female Action Star
	Nominated
	[141]



	Jennifer Lawrence
	Alliance of Women Film Journalists
	Female Icon
	Nominated
	[141]



	2015
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1
	Alliance of Women Film Journalists
	Best Female Action Star
	Nominated
	[159]



	2016
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2
	Alliance of Women Film Journalists
	Best Female Action Star
	Nominated
	[160]



	Jennifer Lawrence
	Alliance of Women Film Journalists
	Female Icon
	Nominated
	[160]



	Joy
	Detroit Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[161]



	Best Ensemble
	Nominated
	[161]




Notes



	
^ Certain award groups do not simply award one winner. They recognize several different recipients, have runner-ups and have third place. Since this is a specific recognition and is different from losing an award, runner-up mentions are considered wins in this award tally. Awards in certain categories do not have prior nominations and only winners are announced by the jury. For simplification and to avoid errors, each award in this list has been presumed to have had a prior nomination.


	
^ Also for The Hunger Games
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Time (magazine)






"TIME" redirects here. For the aspect of reality which is change, as described in physics, see Time[image: External link]. For other uses, see Time (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Time is an American weekly news magazine[image: External link] published in New York City[image: External link]. It was founded in 1923 and for decades was dominated by Henry Luce[image: External link], who built a highly profitable stable of magazines.

A European edition (Time Europe, formerly known as Time Atlantic) is published in London and also covers the Middle East, Africa and, since 2003, Latin America. An Asian edition (Time Asia) is based in Hong Kong[image: External link]. The South Pacific edition, which covers Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands[image: External link], is based in Sydney[image: External link], Australia. In December 2008, Time discontinued publishing a Canadian advertiser edition.[2]

Time has the world's largest circulation for a weekly news magazine, and has a readership of 26 million, 20 million of which are based in the United States.

As of 2012, it had a circulation of 3.3 million making it the eleventh most circulated magazine in the United States reception room circuit, and the second most circulated weekly behind People[image: External link].[3] As of 2016, its circulation was 3,032,581.[1]

Richard Stengel[image: External link] was the managing editor from May 2006 to October 2013, when he joined the U.S. State Department[image: External link].[4][5] Nancy Gibbs[image: External link] has been the managing editor since October 2013.[5]
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 History




Time magazine was created in 1923 by Briton Hadden[image: External link] and Henry Luce[image: External link], making it the first weekly news magazine in the United States.[6] The two had previously worked together as chairman and managing editor respectively of the Yale Daily News[image: External link]. They first called the proposed magazine Facts. They wanted to emphasize brevity, so that a busy man could read it in an hour. They changed the name to Time and used the slogan "Take Time–It's Brief".[7] Hadden was considered carefree and liked to tease Luce and saw Time as important but also fun, which accounted for its heavy coverage of celebrities (including politicians), the entertainment industry, and pop culture—criticized as too light for serious news.

It set out to tell the news through people, and for many decades the magazine's cover depicted a single person. More recently, Time has incorporated "People of the Year" issues which grew in popularity over the years. Notable mentions of them were Barack Obama, Steve Jobs, Matej Turk, etc. The first issue of Time was published on March 3, 1923, featuring Joseph G. Cannon[image: External link], the retired Speaker of the House of Representatives[image: External link], on its cover; a facsimile reprint of Issue No. 1, including all of the articles and advertisements contained in the original, was included with copies of the February 28, 1938 issue as a commemoration of the magazine's 15th anniversary.[8] The cover price was 15¢ (equivalent to $2.11 today) On Hadden's death in 1929, Luce became the dominant man at Time and a major figure in the history of 20th-century media. According to Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Publishing Enterprise 1972–2004 by Robert Elson, "Roy Edward Larsen [...] was to play a role second only to Luce's in the development of Time Inc". In his book, The March of Time[image: External link], 1935–1951, Raymond Fielding also noted that Larsen was "originally circulation manager and then general manager of Time, later publisher of Life[image: External link], for many years president of Time Inc., and in the long history of the corporation the most influential and important figure after Luce".[citation needed[image: External link]]

Around the time they were raising $100,000 from wealthy Yale[image: External link] alumni like Henry P. Davison, partner of J.P. Morgan & Co.[image: External link], publicity man Martin Egan and J.P. Morgan & Co. banker Dwight Morrow, Henry Luce, and Briton Hadden hired Larsen in 1922 – although Larsen was a Harvard[image: External link] graduate and Luce and Hadden were Yale graduates. After Hadden died in 1929, Larsen purchased 550 shares of Time Inc., using money he obtained from selling RKO[image: External link] stock which he had inherited from his father, who was the head of the Benjamin Franklin Keith[image: External link] theatre chain in New England[image: External link]. However, after Briton Hadden's death, the largest Time stockholder was Henry Luce[image: External link], who ruled the media conglomerate in an autocratic fashion, "at his right hand was Larsen", Time's second-largest stockholder, according to Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Publishing Enterprise 1923–1941. In 1929, Roy Larsen was also named a Time Inc. director and vice-president. J. P. Morgan retained a certain control through two directorates and a share of stocks, both over Time and Fortune. Other shareholders were Brown Brothers W. A. Harriman[image: External link] & Co., and The New York Trust Company (Standard Oil[image: External link]).[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Time Inc. stock owned by Luce at the time of his death was worth about $109 million, and it had been yielding him a yearly dividend of more than $2.4 million, according to Curtis Prendergast's The World of Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Changing Enterprise 1957–1983. The Larsen family's Time stock was worth around $80 million during the 1960s, and Roy Larsen was both a Time Inc. director and the chairman of its Executive Committee, later serving as Time's vice-chairman of the board until the middle of 1979. According to the September 10, 1979 issue of The New York Times, "Mr. Larsen was the only employee in the company's history given an exemption from its policy of mandatory retirement at age 65."[citation needed[image: External link]]

After Time magazine began publishing its weekly issues in March 1923, Roy Larsen was able to increase its circulation by utilizing U.S. radio and movie theaters around the world. It often promoted both Time magazine and U.S. political and corporate interests. According to The March of Time[image: External link], as early as 1924, Larsen had brought Time into the infant radio business with the broadcast of a 15-minute sustaining quiz show entitled Pop Question which survived until 1925". Then, in 1928, Larsen "undertook the weekly broadcast of a 10-minute programme series of brief news summaries, drawn from current issues of Time magazine [...] which was originally broadcast over 33 stations throughout the United States".[citation needed[image: External link]]

Larsen next arranged for a 30-minute radio program, The March of Time[image: External link], to be broadcast over CBS[image: External link], beginning on March 6, 1931. Each week, the program presented a dramatisation of the week's news for its listeners, thus Time magazine itself was brought "to the attention of millions previously unaware of its existence", according to Time Inc.: The Intimate History of a Publishing Enterprise 1923–1941, leading to an increased circulation of the magazine during the 1930s. Between 1931 and 1937, Larsen's The March of Time[image: External link] radio program was broadcast over CBS radio and between 1937 and 1945 it was broadcast over NBC radio – except for the 1939 to 1941 period when it was not aired. People Magazine[image: External link] was based on Time's People page.

In 1989, when Time, Inc. and Warner Communications merged, Time became part of Time Warner[image: External link], along with Warner Bros.[image: External link] .

In 1988, Jason McManus[image: External link] succeeded Henry Grunwald[image: External link] as Editor-in-Chief and oversaw the transition before Norman Pearlstine[image: External link] succeeded him in 1995.

In 2000, Time magazine became part of AOL Time Warner, which reverted to the name Time Warner in 2003.

In 2007, Time moved from a Monday subscription/newsstand delivery to a schedule where the magazine goes on sale Fridays, and is delivered to subscribers on Saturday. The magazine actually began in 1923 with Friday publication.

During early 2007, the year's first issue was delayed for roughly a week due to "editorial changes", including the layoff of 49 employees.[9]

In 2009 Time announced that they were introducing a personalized print magazine, Mine, mixing content from a range of Time Warner publications based on the reader's preferences. The new magazine met with a poor reception, with criticism that its focus was too broad to be truly personal.[10]

The magazine has an online archive with the unformatted text for every article published. The articles are indexed and were converted from scanned images using optical character recognition[image: External link] technology. There are still minor errors in the text that are remnants of the conversion into digital format.

Time Inc. and Apple[image: External link] have come to an agreement wherein U.S. subscribers to Time will be able to read the iPad[image: External link] versions for free, at least until the two companies sort out a viable digital subscription model.[11]

In January 2013, Time Inc. announced that it would cut nearly 500 jobs – roughly 6% of its 8,000 staff worldwide.[12] Although Time magazine has maintained high sales, its ad pages have declined significantly over time.[13]

Also in January 2013, Time Inc. named Martha Nelson as the first female editor-in-chief of its magazine division.[14] In September 2013, Nancy Gibbs[image: External link] was named as the first female managing editor of Time magazine.[14]
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Time[citation needed[image: External link]]




	Year
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009



	Circulation (millions)
	4.2
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.1
	4.0
	4.0
	4.1
	3.4
	3.4
	3.4




During the second half of 2009, the magazine saw a 34.9% decline in newsstand sales.[15] During the first half of 2010, there was another decline of at least one-third in Time magazine sales. In the second half of 2010, Time magazine newsstand sales declined by about 12% to just over 79,000 copies per week.[citation needed[image: External link]] As of 2012, it has a circulation of 3.3 million, making it the eleventh most circulated magazine in the United States, and the second most circulated weekly behind People[image: External link].[3] As of 2014, its circulation was 3,286,467[1]
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Time initially possessed a distinctive writing style, making regular use of inverted sentences[image: External link]. This was parodied in 1936 by Wolcott Gibbs[image: External link] in The New Yorker: "Backward ran sentences until reeled the mind [...] Where it all will end, knows God!"[16]

Until the mid-1970s, Time had a weekly section called "Listings", which contained capsule summaries and/or reviews of then-current significant films, plays, musicals, television programs, and literary bestsellers similar to The New Yorker's "Current Events" section.[17]

Time is also known for its signature red border, first introduced in 1927. The iconic red border was homaged or satirized by Seattle's The Stranger[image: External link] newspaper in 2010.[18]

The border has only been changed four times since 1927: The issue released shortly after the September 11 attacks[image: External link] on the United States featured a black border to symbolize mourning[image: External link]. However, this edition was a special "extra" edition published quickly for the breaking news of the event; the next regularly scheduled issue contained the red border. Additionally, the April 28, 2008 Earth Day[image: External link] issue, dedicated to environmental issues[image: External link], contained a green border.[19] The next change in border was in the September 19, 2011 issue, commemorating the 10th anniversary of September 11 attacks[image: External link] with a metallic silver border. The most recent change (again with a silver border) was in the December 31, 2012 issue, noting Barack Obama[image: External link]'s selection as Person of the Year.

In 2007, Time engineered a style overhaul of the magazine. Among other changes, the magazine reduced the red cover border in order to promote featured stories, enlarged column titles, reduced the number of featured stories, increased white space[image: External link] around articles, and accompanied opinion pieces with photographs of the writers. The changes have met both criticism and praise.[20][21][22]
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 Person of the Year




Main article: Time Person of the Year[image: External link]


Time's most famous feature throughout its history has been the annual "Person of the Year" (formerly "Man of the Year") cover story, in which Time recognizes the individual or group of individuals who have had the biggest impact on news headlines over the past 12 months. The distinction is supposed to go to the person who, for good or ill, has most affected the course of the year; it is therefore not necessarily an honor or a reward. In the past, such figures as Adolf Hitler[image: External link] and Joseph Stalin[image: External link] have been Man of the Year.

In 2006, Person of the Year was designated as "You"[image: External link], a move that was met with split reviews. Some thought the concept was creative; others wanted an actual person of the year. Editors Pepper and Timmer reflected that, if it had been a mistake, "we're only going to make it once".[23]
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Main article: Time 100


In recent years, Time has assembled an annual list of the 100 most influential people of the year. Originally, they had made a list of the 100 most influential people of the 20th century. These issues usually have the front cover filled with pictures of people from the list and devote a substantial amount of space within the magazine to the 100 articles about each person on the list. There have, in some cases, been over 100 people, when two people have made the list together, sharing one spot.

The magazine also compiled "All-TIME 100 best novels" and "All-TIME 100 best movies[image: External link]" lists in 2005,[24][25][26] "The 100 Best TV Shows of All-TIME" in 2007,[27] and "All-TIME 100 Fashion Icons" in 2012.[28]

In February 2016, Time included the British and male author Evelyn Waugh[image: External link] on its "100 Most Read Female Writers in College Classes" list (he was 97th on the list) which created much media attention and concerns about the level of basic education among the magazine's staff.[29] Time later issued a retraction.[30] In a BBC[image: External link] interview with Justin Webb[image: External link], Professor Valentine Cunningham[image: External link] of Corpus Christi College, Oxford[image: External link], described the mistake as "a piece of profound ignorance on the part of Time magazine".[31]
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During its history, for five non-consecutive occasions, Time has released a special issue with a cover showing an X scrawled over the face of a man or a national symbol. The first Time magazine with a red X cover was released on May 7, 1945, showing a red X over Adolf Hitler[image: External link]'s face. The second X cover was released more than three months later on August 20, 1945, with a black X (to date, the magazine's only such use of a black X) covering the flag of Japan[image: External link], representing the recent surrender of Japan[image: External link] and which signaled the end of World War II[image: External link].

Fifty-eight years later, on April 21, 2003, Time released another issue with a red X over Saddam Hussein[image: External link]'s face, two weeks after the invasion. On June 13, 2006, Time magazine printed a red X cover issue following the death of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi[image: External link] in a U.S. airstrike in Iraq[image: External link]. The most recent red X cover issue of Time was published on May 2, 2011, after the death of Osama bin Laden[image: External link].[32]
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Main article: Time for Kids[image: External link]


Time for Kids[image: External link] is a division[image: External link] magazine of Time that is especially published for children and is mainly distributed in classrooms. TFK contains some national[image: External link] news, a " Cartoon[image: External link] of the Week", and a variety of articles concerning popular culture[image: External link]. An annual issue concerning the environment[image: External link] is distributed near the end of the U.S. school term. The publication rarely exceeds ten pages front and back.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Time LightBox




Time LightBox is a photography blog created and curated by Time's photo department, that was launched in 2011.[33] In 2011 Life[image: External link] picked LightBox for its Photo Blog Awards.[34]
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 Editors





	
Briton Hadden[image: External link] (1923–1929)

	
Henry Luce[image: External link] (1929–1949)

	
T. S. Matthews[image: External link] (1949–1953)
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 Managing editors






	Managing Editor
	Editor From
	Editor To



	T. S. Matthews[image: External link]
	1943
	1949



	Roy Alexander
	1949
	1960



	Otto Fuerbringer[image: External link]
	1960
	1968



	Henry Grunwald[image: External link]
	1968
	1977



	Ray Cave
	1979
	1985



	Jason McManus[image: External link]
	1985
	1987



	Henry Muller
	1987
	1993



	James R. Gaines[image: External link]
	1993
	1995



	Walter Isaacson[image: External link]
	1996
	2001



	Jim Kelly
	2001
	2005



	Richard Stengel[image: External link]
	2006
	2013



	Nancy Gibbs[image: External link]
	2013
	Present
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 Notable contributors





	
Aravind Adiga[image: External link], Time correspondent for three years, winner of the 2008 Man Booker Prize[image: External link] for fiction

	
James Agee[image: External link], book and movie editor for Time


	
Ann Blackman[image: External link], deputy news chief in Washington[35]


	
Ian Bremmer[image: External link], current Editor-at-Large

	
Margaret Carlson[image: External link], the first female columnist for Time


	
Robert Cantwell[image: External link], writer, editor 1936—1941

	
Whittaker Chambers[image: External link], writer, senior editor 1939—1948

	
Richard Corliss, film critic for the magazine since 1980

	
Brad Darrach[image: External link], film critic

	
Nigel Dennis[image: External link], drama critic

	
John Gregory Dunne[image: External link], reporter; later author and screenwriter

	
Peter Economy[image: External link], author and editor

	
Alexander Eliot[image: External link], art editor from 1945 to 1961, author of 18 books on art, mythology, and history, including Three Hundred Years of American Painting, published by Time-Life Books[image: External link]


	
Dean E. Fischer[image: External link], reporter and editor, 1964–81

	
Nancy Gibbs[image: External link], essayist and editor-at-large[image: External link]; has written more than 100 Time cover stories

	
Lev Grossman[image: External link], writes primarily about books for the magazine

	
Deena Guzder[image: External link], a human rights journalist and author

	
Jerry Bernard Hannifin, award-winning chief aerospace correspondent for four decades, as well as specialist on Latin America, and licensed pilot[36]


	
Wilder Hobson[image: External link], reporter in 1930s and '40s

	
Robert Hughes[image: External link], Time's long-tenured art critic

	
Pico Iyer[image: External link], essayist and novelist, essayist for Time since 1986

	
Alvin M. Josephy, Jr.[image: External link], photo editor 1952–60; also a historian and Hollywood screenwriter

	
Weldon Kees[image: External link], critic

	
Joe Klein[image: External link], author (Primary Colors[image: External link]) and a Time columnist who wrote the "In the Arena" column

	
Louis Kronenberger[image: External link], drama critic 1938–1961

	
Andre Laguerre[image: External link], Paris bureau chief 1948–1956, London bureau chief 1951–1956, also wrote about sports for Time; later longtime managing editor of Sports Illustrated[image: External link]


	
Nathaniel Lande[image: External link], author, filmmaker, and former creative director of Time


	
Will Lang Jr.[image: External link] 1936–1968, Time Life International

	
Marshall Loeb[image: External link], writer and editor from 1956 through 1980

	
John Moody[image: External link], Vatican and Rome correspondent 1986 through 1996

	
Jim Murray[image: External link], West Coast correspondent 1948–1955

	
Lance Morrow[image: External link], backpage essayist from 1976 through 2000

	
Richard Schickel[image: External link], film critic from 1965 through 2010

	
Michael Schuman, author and journalist who specializes in Asian economics, politics and history, currently the Asia business correspondent for TIME magazine based in Hong Kong

	
Hugh Sidey[image: External link], political reporter and columnist, beginning in 1957

	
Donald L. Barlett[image: External link] and James B. Steele[image: External link], investigative reporters who won two National Magazine Awards while at Time


	
Joel Stein[image: External link], columnist who wrote the Joel 100 just after Time Magazine's Most Influential issue in 2006

	
Calvin Trillin[image: External link], food writer, was a reporter for Time from 1960 to 1963

	
David Von Drehle[image: External link], current Editor-at-Large

	
Lasantha Wickrematunge[image: External link], journalist

	
Robert Wright[image: External link], contributing editor

	
Fareed Zakaria[image: External link], current Editor-at-Large
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 See also





	Heroes of the Environment[image: External link]

	List of people on the cover of Time magazine[image: External link]

	"The Thriving Cult of Greed and Power[image: External link]", 1991 article about Scientology[image: External link], by Richard Behar[image: External link], which received the Gerald Loeb Award[image: External link]


	
Is God Dead?[image: External link], one of Time's most famous covers
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^ "Life.com's 2011 Photo Blog Awards[image: External link]", Life.com, as saved by the Wayback Machine on 6 January 2012. The citation reads:

Elegant and commanding, intimate and worldly, Time magazine's beautifully designed LightBox blog is an essential destination for those who appreciate contemporary photography. Much more than photojournalism, Lightbox (which, like LIFE.com, is owned by Time Inc.) explores today's new documentary and fine art photography from the perspective of the photo editors at Time -- arguably the strongest editors working in their field today. LightBox offers fascinating dispatches from every corner of the world...
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Time 100






Time 100 (often written in all-caps as TIME 100) is an annual list of the 100 most influential people in the world assembled by the American[image: External link] news magazine[image: External link] Time. First published in 1999 as the result of a debate among American academics, politicians, and journalists, the list is now an annual event. Although appearing on the list is often seen as an honor, Time makes it clear that entrants are recognized for changing the world, regardless of the consequences of their actions. The final list of influential individuals is exclusively chosen by Time editors with nominations coming from the TIME 100 alumni and the magazine's international writing staff.[1] Only the winner of the Reader's Poll, conducted days before the official list is revealed, is chosen by the general public.[2]

Included in the list eleven times, Barack Obama[image: External link] is the person who has been listed most often.



TOP
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 History and format




The list was started with a debate at a symposium in Washington, D.C.[image: External link], on February 1, 1998, with panel participants CBS[image: External link] news anchor[image: External link] Dan Rather[image: External link], historian Doris Kearns Goodwin[image: External link], then New York[image: External link] governor Mario Cuomo[image: External link], then–political science professor Condoleezza Rice[image: External link], neoconservative[image: External link] publisher Irving Kristol[image: External link] (since deceased), and Time managing editor Walter Isaacson[image: External link].

The list was first published in 1999, when Time magazine named the 100 most influential people of the 20th century[image: External link]. Based on the popularity of the installment, in 2004, Time magazine decided to make it an annual issue, listing the 100 people most influencing the world. Those recognized fall in one of five categories: Leaders & Revolutionaries, Builders & Titans, Artists & Entertainers, Scientists & Thinkers, Heroes & Icons. Since then, the categories were amended to the following:[3]


	Titans

	Pioneers

	Artists

	Leaders

	Icons
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 2017




List of individuals included in the TIME 100 in 2017[image: External link]
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 2016




List of individuals included in the TIME 100 in 2016[image: External link]
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List of individuals included in the TIME 100 in 2015[image: External link]
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 2014




List of individuals included in the TIME 100 in 2014[image: External link]

The official list of 100 most influential people were revealed on April 24, 2014 featuring Beyoncé on the US cover and Robert Redford[image: External link], Jason Collins[image: External link], and Mary Barra[image: External link] on its international covers.[4] A record of 41 women are included in the edition, the highest number of female personalities in the list's history.[5] The annual gala was held on April 29, 2014 in New York City.

Managing editor of Time, Nancy Gibbs[image: External link] says of the year's list:



	“
	

The Time 100 is a list of the world’s most influential men and women, not its most powerful, though those are not mutually exclusive terms. Power, as we’ve seen this year, can be crude and implacable, from Vladimir Putin’s mugging of Crimea to North Korean dictator Kim Jong Un’s summary execution of his uncle and mentor Jang Song Thaek. Those men made our list, but they are the outliers, and not just because we generally seek to celebrate the best work of the human spirit. The vast majority of this year’s roster reveals that while power is certain, influence is subtle. Power is a tool, influence is a skill; one is a fist, the other a fingertip. You don’t lead by hitting people over the head, Dwight Eisenhower used to say. That’s "assault, not leadership."

To assemble the list, we rely on our journalists around the world and our Time 100 alumni (many of whom are as influential as ever).

If there is a common theme in many of the tributes, it’s the eagerness to see what some engineer, actor, leader or athlete will do next. As much as this exercise chronicles the achievements of the past year, we also focus on figures whose influence is likely to grow, so we can look around the corner to see what is coming.[6]




	”
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List of individuals included in the TIME 100 in 2013[image: External link]
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List of individuals included in the TIME 100 in 2012[image: External link]
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 2011




List of individuals included in the TIME 100 in 2011[image: External link]

The original online sources refer to the list with the following quote: "Meet the most influential people in the world. They are artists and activist[image: External link]s, reformers and researchers, heads of state and captains of industry. Their ideas spark dialogue and dissent and sometimes even revolution. Welcome to this year's TIME 100."[7][8] The announcement was celebrated with a black-tie[image: External link] event in New York City on April 26, 2011.[9] The honorees were joined by A-list celebrities at Frederick P. Rose Hall, Jazz at Lincoln Center[image: External link] for the event.[10] Time readers contributed to the selection by an online vote of over 200 finalists.[11]

The list included familiar global newsmakers such as U.S. President[image: External link] Barack Obama[image: External link] and Chancellor of Germany[image: External link] Angela Merkel[image: External link] as well as what the media describes as "newcomers" to the global press.[12] The list included numerous figures representing the year of upheaval in the Middle East[image: External link] ranging from rebels, to political leaders to news correspondents. Although the events of what has been dubbed the Arab Spring[image: External link] were prominent, media figures unrelated to those events also figured in the list as well.[13] Additionally, Prince William of Wales[image: External link] and Kate Middleton[image: External link] were part of the list during the week before their wedding.[14] The list also included Katsunobu Sakurai, mayor of Minamisōma, Fukushima[image: External link], which was the city most affected by the 2011 Tōhoku earthquake and tsunami[image: External link].[12]
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 2010




List of individuals included in the TIME 100 in 2010[image: External link]

In its online presentation, Time introduced the list as follows: "In our annual TIME 100 issue, we name the people who most affect our world".[15] The overall list was organized with 4 main sub-lists: Leaders, featuring Sarah Palin[image: External link] and Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva[image: External link]; Artists, featuring Conan O'Brien[image: External link] and Lady Gaga[image: External link]; and Thinkers, featuring Steve Jobs[image: External link] and Zaha Hadid[image: External link].[15] The list included 10 Indians[image: External link].[16] Oprah Winfrey[image: External link] continued her streak of having been included on every Time 100 list and was one of thirty-one women on the list. The list included many expected names and some surprises such as Scott Brown[image: External link], who The Huffington Post described as a premature selection at that point in his career.[17] Others who were considered surprise selections included Elton John[image: External link], Ashton Kutcher[image: External link], and Taylor Swift[image: External link], according to the Daily Mail[image: External link].[18]

The announcement of the list was celebrated by a black tie[image: External link] gala at the Time Warner Center[image: External link] in New York City on May 4, 2010.[19] The list was published the following day.[18] Time readers contributed to the selection by an online vote of over 200 finalists.[20]
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List of individuals included in the TIME 100 in 2009[image: External link]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2008




List of individuals included in the TIME 100 in 2008[image: External link]
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List of individuals included in the TIME 100 in 2007[image: External link]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2006




List of individuals included in the TIME 100 in 2006[image: External link]
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List of individuals included in the TIME 100 in 2005[image: External link]
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List of individuals included in the TIME 100 in 2004[image: External link]
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 Multiple appearances




Although each category is given equal weight during any given year, people from some science/political fields and heroes are more likely to make repeat appearances on the list from year to year. Repeat appearances are rare; only the following individuals have appeared more than twice.


Note: The order of the following list is based on the number of times each person has appeared on the Time 100. Those who are tied are listed alphabetically. Those listed in bold are the select few whose repeat appearances include Time's ranking of the 100 most influential people of the 20th century.
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In 2004, Time's editors "identified three rather distinct qualities", when choosing the Time 100 explained Time's editor-at-large Michael Elliott:


First, there were those who came to their status by means of a very public possession of power; President George W. Bush is the pre-eminent example. Others, though they are rarely heard from in public, nonetheless have a real influence on the great events of our time. Think of Ali Husaini Sistani, the Grand Ayatullah of Iraq's Shi'ites. Still others affect our lives through their moral example. Consider Nelson Mandela's forgiveness of his captors and his willingness to walk away from the South African presidency after a single term.[21]



In the 2007 Time 100 list, managing editor Richard Stengel[image: External link] explained that the Time 100 was not a list of the hottest, most popular, or most powerful people, but rather the most influential, stating:


Influence is hard to measure, and what we look for is people whose ideas, whose example, whose talent, whose discoveries transform the world we live in. Influence is less about the hard power of force than the soft power of ideas and example. Yes, there are Presidents and dictators who can change the world through fiat, but we're more interested in innovators like Monty Jones[image: External link], the Sierra Leone[image: External link] scientist who has developed a strain of rice that can save African agriculture. Or heroes like the great chessmaster Garry Kasparov[image: External link], who is leading the lonely fight for greater democracy in Russia. Or Academy Award winning actor George Clooney[image: External link] who has leveraged his celebrity to bring attention to the tragedy in Darfur[image: External link].
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 Time 100 Award




From 2005 to 2008, Time magazine awarded each Time 100 honoree Darko Mladenovic's Ray crystal sculpture produced by Swarovski.[22]
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 Controversies




The fact that the then British Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link] was excluded from the 2004 list caused mild controversy. Time editor-at-large Michael Elliott defended the decision to consistently exclude Blair:


Gerhard Schröder[image: External link] and Jacques Chirac[image: External link] are not there either. This is a worldwide list. There are no Western European political leaders on it because they are not that powerful or influential at this time.[23]



Although George W. Bush has been on the list several times, controversy emerged when he was dropped from the list in 2007 in part because of the Democratic victory in the 2006 congressional election.[24] Former Senator Rick Santorum[image: External link] (R–PA) of Fox News[image: External link] said:


The fact of the matter is, the president of the United States, I don't care who's in that office, is the most powerful man on the face of the Earth and has more influence over various aspects of lives, not just in this country, but around the world. And for Time magazine to dismiss that just shows you how biased and, I would argue, hateful they are.[25]



"Any U.S. president has a certain built-in influence", explained Adi Ignatius[image: External link], Time's deputy managing editor who oversaw the list at the time. "Bush had actually squandered some of that built-in influence. His position on Iraq[image: External link] has cost him support in his own party...To a certain point, he sort of reached a lame-duck[image: External link] status".[26]

The list has generated controversy over who was included in other years as well. In 2005, conservative commentator Ann Coulter[image: External link] was listed, which led Salon[image: External link] to observe:


When Time magazine named Ann Coulter among its 100 "most influential people" last week, alongside such heavyweights as Ariel Sharon[image: External link], Bill Clinton[image: External link], Nelson Mandela[image: External link], Kim Jong Il[image: External link], and the Dalai Lama[image: External link], the choice produced guffaws online. Plugging the issue on Fox News[image: External link] last week, Time executive editor Priscilla Painton[image: External link] insisted it was Coulter's use of "humor" that made her so influential, stopping just short of suggesting that Coulter is the conservative Jon Stewart[image: External link]. But even Fox's Bill O'Reilly[image: External link] wasn't buying it. He pressed Painton: "Do you think people, Americans, listen to Ann Coulter? Do you think she has influence in public opinion?"[27]



Time magazine defended Coulter as a bestselling author whose controversial commentary strongly affected the United States' political debates; she did not, however, make additional appearances on the list.

In 2010, Time faced mild oppositions when they excluded Bollywood[image: External link] actor Shahrukh Khan[image: External link] from their list, even though he was said to be very much "in the race". Khan's fan following has been claimed to be one of the biggest in contemporary cinema and this decision came as a surprise to readers from many parts of the world.[28]

In February 2016, Time included the British and male author Evelyn Waugh[image: External link] on its "100 Most Read Female Writers in College Classes" list (he was 97th on the list) which created much media attention and concerns about the level of basic education among the magazine's staff.[29] Time later issued a retraction. In a BBC[image: External link] interview with Justin Webb[image: External link] a Corpus Christi College[image: External link], Oxford University[image: External link] English professor named Valentine Cunningham stated the mistake was "a piece of profound ignorance on the part of Time magazine." [30]
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 Hacking




In 2009, the winner of the annual Time 100 online poll was moot[image: External link], the founder of the 4chan[image: External link] website, who received 16,794,368 votes. Time magazine claimed that their technical team "did detect and extinguish several attempts to hack[image: External link] the vote".[31] However, it was shown weeks before the poll ended that the results had been heavily influenced by hackers. The first letters of the top 21 names[image: External link] spell out "marblecake also the game[image: External link]". Marblecake, also an obscene 4chan meme, was the name of the IRC channel[image: External link] (which would appear on IRC as #marblecake) used for communication by some of the participants in rigging the poll.[32][33]

A similar scheme was also performed in the 2012 Person of the Year[image: External link] poll when voting was rigged by members of 4chan's /b/ board to spell out, when sorted by descending positive votes, " KJU[image: External link] GAS CHAMBERS"[34] with the first letter of the nominees' names, alluding to allegations that the North Korean government had been operating gas chambers near the Sino–Russian border.[35] Similarly, when sorted in descending order by negative votes, the first letters of the names spell out [ sic[image: External link]] " MM[image: External link] has CP[image: External link] buttsex[image: External link]",.[34]
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 Academic research




The Time 100 was cited in a 2008 academic analysis by Craig Garthwaite and Tim Moore, economists at the University of Maryland, College Park[image: External link]. In light of Oprah Winfrey at that time holding the record for most appearances on the Time 100, the economists decided to measure if Winfrey was influential enough to decide a U.S. presidential election by examining the impact of her endorsement of Barack Obama[image: External link] for president. The economists wrote the following:


Oprah Winfrey is a celebrity of nearly unparalleled influence. She has been named to Time magazine’s list of the 100 most influential people six times—more than any other individual, including the Dalai Lama, Nelson Mandela, Bill Gates, George Clooney, and Rupert Murdoch. She was named one of the 100 most influential people of the 20th century, an honor shared with Albert Einstein, Mohandas Karamchand (Mahatma) Gandhi, and Franklin D. Roosevelt. She was only one of four people who were included on these lists in both the 20th and 21st century. The others included Mandela, Gates, and Pope John Paul II.... The scope of Winfrey’s influence creates a unique opportunity to examine the effect of endorsements on political outcomes.



The economists found a statistically significant[image: External link] correlation between the number of Winfrey fans in a geographic region (as estimated by magazine sales and book club selections) and the number of votes Obama received in that region during the race for the 2008 Democratic presidential primary[image: External link]. They found that the correlation even held up when they controlled for all kinds of confounding variable[image: External link]s like race, gender, income, education, and sales of other magazines. They further found that the correlation only emerged after Winfrey had endorsed[image: External link] Obama, suggesting that it was the influence of her endorsement that caused the correlation. When they statistically removed the correlation to see how Obama would have performed without Winfrey's endorsement, they found that over one million votes vanished from Obama’s total in the Democratic primary and that Clinton received far more votes.[36]
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Forbes Celebrity 100






Celebrity 100 is an annual list compiled and published by Forbes magazine since 1999. The purpose is to list the world's 100 highest-paid celebrities.



TOP
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 Celebrity 100 lists




Below is the top 10 for each year since the list's inception.
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 1990s






	1999



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Michael Jackson[image: External link]
	Musician



	2
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	3
	Leonardo DiCaprio
	Actor



	4
	Jerry Seinfeld[image: External link]
	Actor



	5
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Filmmaker



	6
	Spice Girls[image: External link]
	Musicians



	7
	Harrison Ford[image: External link]
	Actor



	8
	Robin Williams[image: External link]
	Actor



	9
	Céline Dion[image: External link]
	Musician



	10
	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]
	Musicians
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 2000s






	2000



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Julia Roberts
	Actor



	2
	George Lucas[image: External link]
	Filmmaker



	3
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	4
	Tom Hanks
	Actor



	5
	Michael Jordan[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Basketball[image: External link])



	6
	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]
	Musicians



	7
	Tiger Woods[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Golf[image: External link])



	8
	Backstreet Boys[image: External link]
	Musicians



	9
	Cher
	Musician



	10
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Filmmaker






	2001



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Tom Cruise
	Actor



	2
	Tiger Woods[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Golf[image: External link])



	3
	The Beatles[image: External link]
	Musicians



	4
	Britney Spears[image: External link]
	Musician



	5
	Bruce Willis[image: External link]
	Actor



	6
	Michael Jordan[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Basketball[image: External link])



	7
	Backstreet Boys[image: External link]
	Musicians



	8
	NSYNC[image: External link]
	Musicians



	9
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	10
	Mel Gibson
	Actor






	2002



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Britney Spears[image: External link]
	Musicians



	2
	Tiger Woods[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Golf[image: External link])



	3
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Filmmaker



	4
	Madonna
	Musician



	5
	U2[image: External link]
	Musicians



	6
	NSYNC[image: External link]
	Musicians



	7
	Mariah Carey[image: External link]
	Musicians



	8
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	9
	Michael Jordan[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Basketball[image: External link])



	10
	Tom Hanks
	Actor






	2003



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Jennifer Aniston
	Actress



	2
	
Eminem

Dr. Dre[image: External link]

	Musicians



	3
	Tiger Woods[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Golf[image: External link])



	4
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Filmmaker



	5
	Jennifer Lopez[image: External link]
	Singer / Actress



	6
	Paul McCartney[image: External link]
	Musician



	7
	Ben Affleck
	Actor



	8
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	9
	Tom Hanks
	Actor



	10
	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]
	Musicians






	2004



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Mel Gibson
	Actor



	2
	Tiger Woods[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Golf[image: External link])



	3
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	4
	Tom Cruise
	Actor



	5
	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]
	Musicians



	6
	J.K. Rowling[image: External link]
	Writer



	7
	Michael Jordan[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Basketball[image: External link])



	8
	Bruce Springsteen[image: External link]
	Musician



	9
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Filmmaker



	10
	Johnny Depp
	Actor






	2005



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	2
	Tiger Woods[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Golf[image: External link])



	3
	Mel Gibson
	Actor



	4
	George Lucas[image: External link]
	Filmmaker



	5
	Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Basketball[image: External link])



	6
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Filmmaker



	7
	Johnny Depp
	Actor



	8
	Madonna
	Musician



	9
	Elton John[image: External link]
	Musician



	10
	Tom Cruise
	Actor






	2006



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Tom Cruise
	Actor



	2
	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]
	Musicians



	3
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	4
	U2[image: External link]
	Musicians



	5
	Tiger Woods[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Golf[image: External link])



	6
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Filmmaker



	7
	Howard Stern[image: External link]
	Radio personality



	8
	50 Cent[image: External link]
	Musician



	9
	Cast of The Sopranos[image: External link]

	Actors



	10
	Dan Brown[image: External link]
	Writer






	2007



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	2
	Tiger Woods[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Golf[image: External link])



	3
	Madonna
	Musician



	4
	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]
	Musicians



	5
	Brad Pitt
	Actor



	6
	Johnny Depp
	Actor



	7
	Elton John[image: External link]
	Musician



	8
	Tom Cruise
	Actor



	9
	Jay-Z[image: External link]
	Musician



	10
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Filmmaker






	2008



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	2
	Tiger Woods[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Golf[image: External link])



	3
	Angelina Jolie
	Actress



	4
	Beyoncé
	Musician



	5
	David Beckham[image: External link]
	Sportsperson (Association football[image: External link])



	6
	Johnny Depp
	Actor



	7
	Jay-Z[image: External link]
	Musician



	8
	The Police[image: External link]
	Musicians



	9
	J.K. Rowling[image: External link]
	Writer



	10
	
Brad Pitt

Paula Deen[image: External link]

	Actor

Television personality






	2009



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Angelina Jolie
	Actress



	2
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	3
	Madonna
	Musician



	4
	Beyoncé
	Musician



	5
	Tiger Woods[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Golf[image: External link])



	6
	Bruce Springsteen[image: External link]
	Musician



	7
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Filmmaker



	8
	Jennifer Aniston
	Actress



	9
	Brad Pitt
	Actor



	10
	Kobe Bryant[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Basketball[image: External link])
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 2010s






	2010



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	2
	Beyoncé
	Musician



	3
	James Cameron[image: External link]
	Filmmaker



	4
	Lady Gaga[image: External link]
	Musician



	5
	Tiger Woods[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Golf[image: External link])



	6
	Britney Spears[image: External link]
	Musician



	7
	U2[image: External link]
	Musicians



	8
	Sandra Bullock
	Actress



	9
	Johnny Depp
	Actor



	10
	Madonna
	Musician






	2011



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Lady Gaga[image: External link]
	Musician



	2
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	3
	Justin Bieber[image: External link]
	Musician



	4
	U2[image: External link]
	Musicians



	5
	Elton John[image: External link]
	Musician



	6
	Tiger Woods[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Golf[image: External link])



	7
	Taylor Swift[image: External link]
	Musician



	8
	Bon Jovi[image: External link]
	Musician



	9
	Simon Cowell[image: External link]
	Television personality



	10
	LeBron James[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Basketball[image: External link])






	2012



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Jennifer Lopez[image: External link]
	Musician / Actress



	2
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	3
	Justin Bieber[image: External link]
	Musician



	4
	Rihanna[image: External link]
	Musician



	5
	Lady Gaga[image: External link]
	Musician



	6
	Britney Spears[image: External link]
	Musician



	7
	Kim Kardashian[image: External link]
	Television personality



	8
	Katy Perry[image: External link]
	Musician



	9
	Tom Cruise
	Actor



	10
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Filmmaker






	2013



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	2
	Lady Gaga[image: External link]
	Musician



	3
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Filmmaker



	4
	Beyoncé
	Musician



	5
	Madonna
	Musician



	6
	Taylor Swift[image: External link]
	Musician



	7
	Bon Jovi[image: External link]
	Musicians



	8
	Roger Federer[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Tennis[image: External link])



	9
	Justin Bieber[image: External link]
	Musician



	10
	Ellen DeGeneres[image: External link]
	Television personality






	2014



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Beyoncé
	Musician



	2
	LeBron James[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Basketball[image: External link])



	3
	Dr. Dre[image: External link]
	Musician



	4
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	Television personality



	5
	Ellen DeGeneres[image: External link]
	Television personality



	6
	Jay-Z[image: External link]
	Musician



	7
	Floyd Mayweather, Jr.[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Boxing[image: External link])



	8
	Rihanna[image: External link]
	Musician



	9
	Katy Perry[image: External link]
	Musician



	10
	Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link]
	Actor






	2015



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Floyd Mayweather, Jr.[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Boxing[image: External link])



	2
	Manny Pacquiao[image: External link]
	Sportsperson ( Boxing[image: External link])



	3
	Katy Perry[image: External link]
	Musician



	4
	/ One Direction[image: External link]

	Musicians



	5
	Howard Stern[image: External link]
	Television personality



	6
	Garth Brooks[image: External link]
	Musician



	7
	James Patterson[image: External link]
	Author



	8
	Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link]
	Actor



	8
	Taylor Swift[image: External link]
	Musician



	10
	Cristiano Ronaldo[image: External link]
	Sportsperson (Association football[image: External link])






	2016



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Taylor Swift[image: External link]
	Musician



	2
	/ One Direction[image: External link]

	Musicians



	3
	James Patterson[image: External link]
	Author



	4
	Cristiano Ronaldo[image: External link]
	Sportsman (Association Football[image: External link])



	4
	Dr. Phil McGraw[image: External link]

	Television Personality



	6
	Kevin Hart[image: External link]
	Comedian



	7
	Howard Stern[image: External link]
	Radio Personality



	8
	Lionel Messi[image: External link]
	Sportsman (Association Football[image: External link])



	9
	Adele[image: External link]
	Musician



	10
	Rush Limbaugh[image: External link]
	Radio Personality






	2017



	No.
	Recipient
	Career



	1
	Sean 'Diddy' Combs[image: External link]
	Musician



	2
	Beyoncé
	Musician



	3
	J. K. Rowling[image: External link]
	Author



	4
	Drake[image: External link]
	Musician



	5
	Cristiano Ronaldo[image: External link]
	Athlete (Association Football[image: External link])



	6
	The Weeknd[image: External link]
	Musician



	7
	Howard Stern[image: External link]
	Radio Personality



	8
	Coldplay[image: External link]
	Musician



	9
	James Patterson[image: External link]
	Author



	10
	LeBron James[image: External link]
	Athlete ( Basketball[image: External link])
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The Bill Engvall Show






The Bill Engvall Show is a sitcom[image: External link] which ran on TBS from July 17, 2007 to September 5, 2009. The series starred comedian[image: External link] Bill Engvall[image: External link] and was written and created by Engvall and Michael Leeson[image: External link].[1] The series was canceled on September 25, 2009.[2][3]

Set in suburban Louisville, Colorado, Engvall played a family counselor called Bill Pearson who cannot always understand his own family. Nancy Travis[image: External link] co-starred as his wife and Tim Meadows[image: External link] played his best friend. The Pearson children were portrayed by Jennifer Lawrence in her teens, Graham Patrick Martin[image: External link], and Skyler Gisondo[image: External link].

On June 9, 2008, the show had a one shot airing on CBS[image: External link].[4]



TOP
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 Plot




Engvall and Travis offer a look at what it takes to be a parent in today’s world. They face day-to-day parenting issues like allowance controversies, driver’s licenses, parking tickets and larger issues like raising responsible children in today's world. They do all this while trying to keep the spark alive in their marriage and balancing work with family life.

Teenage daughter Lauren (Lawrence) is a typical high-school girl who is trying to find her way through classes and dating. Dim but lovable Trent (Martin) is the middle child. Bryan (Gisondo) is the resident baby and Brainiac of the family.

Bill works in the same building as his closest friend Paul Dufrayne (Meadows). Paul is a hair-replacement specialist who is treated like part of the Pearson family. The Pearsons often need to save Paul from his own neurosis.
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 Characters






	Actor
	Character
	Description



	Bill Engvall[image: External link]
	Bill Pearson
	A family counselor whose family needs some help as well.



	Nancy Travis[image: External link]
	Susan Pearson (née Murray)
	Bill's witty and loving wife. She always tries to keep the family together.



	Jennifer Lawrence
	Lauren Pearson
	Bill and Susan's daughter. She is the oldest and is the leader when the kids scheme and plan.



	Graham Patrick Martin[image: External link]
	Trent Pearson
	Bill and Susan's older son. He lacks common sense[image: External link], although he proves to be intelligent at times.



	Skyler Gisondo[image: External link]
	Bryan Pearson
	Bill and Susan's younger son. A bit on the "odd" side, Bryan loves to show off his vast knowledge of strange and unusual facts. This naturally makes him the target of his siblings' jokes.



	Tim Meadows[image: External link]
	Paul Dufrayne
	One of Bill's best friends since the 1980s. Originally he wanted to be a doctor, as seen in the episode "How Bill Met Susan[image: External link]", but ended up opening a hair transplant practice located in the same building as Bill.



	Brian Doyle-Murray[image: External link]
	Mr. Faulkner
	The Pearsons' gruff and crotchety neighbor. He likes to give Bill a hard time but has a soft spot for Susan. It is revealed his first name is Ernest.



	Cynthia Watros[image: External link]
	A.J.
	Susan's best friend. A.J. currently lives in a "vanabago" and has been known to park it in the Pearson family's driveway from time to time.
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 International broadcasters





	
Nine Network[image: External link] Primary Channel – Australia

	
Super Channel[image: External link] – Canada

	
Kanal 7[image: External link] – Denmark[image: External link]


	TV1[image: External link] – Lithuania[image: External link]

	
Dubai One[image: External link] – Middle East and North Africa[image: External link]


	
TV2[image: External link] – New Zealand[image: External link]


	
TVNorge[image: External link] – Norway[image: External link]


	
TV Slovenija 2[image: External link] – Slovenia[image: External link]


	TV3[image: External link] – Sweden[image: External link]

	
Novyi Kanal[image: External link] – Ukraine[image: External link]
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 Series overview






	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired



	First aired
	Last aired



	
	1
	8
	July 17, 2007
	September 4, 2007



	
	2
	12
	June 12, 2008
	November 15, 2008



	
	3
	10
	July 18, 2009
	September 5, 2009
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 Episodes
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 Season 1: 2007[5]






	No. in

season
	No. in

series
	Written by
	Directed by
	Title
	Original air date



	1
	1
	"Good People"
	TBA
	TBA
	July 17, 2007



	Trent, the third string quarterback ends up as the starting quarterback and Bill struggles trying to help the boy improve his skills. Bill goes a little too far and Trent decides he does not want his dad at the game. Meanwhile, Lauren wants to get her belly button pierced.



	2
	2
	"Aloha, Raffles"
	TBA
	TBA
	July 24, 2007



	Bill plans to take the family on vacation to Hawaii. When he discovers that the family dog, Raffles, is sick, the family must decide whether or not to try an expensive surgery. The kids try to help raise money to save Raffles in an unconventional way.



	3
	3
	"How Bill Met Susan"
	TBA
	TBA
	July 31, 2007



	To celebrate their 18th wedding anniversary, Susan gets Bill tickets to a Broncos game. Their plans are derailed, however, after Bill reveals that when he and Susan first started dating, he was also seeing another woman.



	4
	4
	"Have You Seen My Muffins, Man?"[6]
	TBA
	TBA
	August 7, 2007



	Susan decides she wants to sell her muffins to make some extra money, and Bill tries his best to support her even though he's not thrilled with the idea. Bryan works on his rocket for the science fair with the goal to beat one of his friends.



	5
	5
	"Feel Free To Say No"
	TBA
	TBA
	August 14, 2007



	Bill and Susan have many issues to address in their home. Trent is having trouble in school, Bryan's pet snake got loose and Lauren got into a car accident.



	6
	6
	"Jealous Guy"
	TBA
	TBA
	August 21, 2007



	Susan informs Bill that they need some more "us time", but when Bill tries to use Paul's advice and tries to take Susan to a Chris Isaak concert, Susan declines because she had a relationship with Chris Isaak in college.



	7
	7
	"The Birthday"
	TBA
	TBA
	August 28, 2007



	Bill is celebrating his 46th birthday with the family. Bill is hoping for a motorcycle, but is surprised by his actual gift. Lauren works on getting a fake ID to get into a club.



	8
	8
	"Go Ahead, See If I Karaoke"
	TBA
	TBA
	September 4, 2007



	Bill takes Susan out with friends to sing karaoke and someone has a little too much to drink. Lauren meets a new boy that Bill does not like.





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Season 2: 2008[7]






	No. in

season
	No. in

series
	Title
	Written by
	Directed by
	Original air date



	1
	9
	"But That's Not Fair"
	TBA
	TBA
	June 12, 2008



	Bill and Susan don't believe that their kids are earning their allowances. To rectify the situation, they make the kids clean the garage for free. The kids respond by going on strike. Meanwhile, Bill struggles with the cell phone company.



	2
	10
	"Ask Your Mother"
	TBA
	TBA
	June 19, 2008



	Bill decides to become more involved at home when he discovers that his kids go to their mother for everything. But the plan backfires when Bill lets Lauren go to the mall with a shoplifter. So he decides to make a grid, actually a chart, of all the things the kids do, but he "quits" when it gets too complicated. Meanwhile, Paul has more lady troubles.



	3
	11
	"No Gifts Please"
	TBA
	TBA
	June 26, 2008



	Susan breaks her "no gift" policy, leaving Bill with a terrible surprise and a guilty conscience. Trent can't sleep so the family tries to make him go to sleep earlier.



	4
	12
	"Pineblock Derby"
	TBA
	TBA
	July 3, 2008



	Bill agrees to help Bryan build a car for the pineblock derby, but things backfire when Bill and Bryan are disqualified from "The Pine Block Derby" because Bill lied to Bryan that he built the car, and it turns out that Uncle Paul put lead in the car to make it go faster. Meanwhile, Lauren's new friend takes a liking to Trent. At first, Lauren steps back on their friendship, but then when she learns from her friend that Trent is being "used" it's time for Lauren to step in.



	5
	13
	"Susan's Best Friend"
	TBA
	TBA
	July 10, 2008



	Susan's best friend, who has a wild side, comes for a visit; Bill worries that he and Susan are in a rut.



	6
	14
	"Bill Talks a Good Game"
	TBA
	TBA
	July 17, 2008



	While Bill and Trent are playing a "Father-And Son" game of Basketball, Bill discovers that Trent can beat him at it. But Trent is talking to Bill about his problem at school, and Bill doesn't even listen because he's trying to prove something to himself. Meanwhile, Susan feels left out when Lauren and "Aunt" AJ start spending more time together, really connecting with each other.



	7
	15
	"Drinking Party"
	TBA
	TBA
	July 24, 2008



	After Trent seems to lie to Bill and Susan, they snoop around his room to find out more information about a party they think he might be going to where alcohol will be served. Meanwhile, Raffles hides under Faulkner’s house and the family tries to figure out a way to get him out.



	8
	16
	"Dream Lover"
	TBA
	TBA
	July 31, 2008



	Susan has a premonition that Bill will get involved in an affair with a woman named Penelope; Trent wants to get practice time to prepare for his driver's test.



	9
	17
	"A Reptile Dysfunction"
	TBA
	TBA
	August 7, 2008



	Paul asks Bryan and Trent to watch his precious iguana terrarium; Lauren gets a job to earn enough money to buy a designer purse.



	10
	18
	"Promzilla"
	TBA
	TBA
	August 7, 2008



	Susan goes a little overboard when helping Lauren with her prom and Bill is a little suspicious. Meanwhile Trent comes up with ideas on how to become famous on the Internet with the help of Bryan.



	11
	19
	"The Night Before Christmas"
	TBA
	TBA
	November 15, 2008



	When the kids do not show an interest in the upcoming Christmas holiday, Bill tries to show them the true meaning of Christmas.



	12
	20
	"Honey Do"
	TBA
	TBA
	November 15, 2008



	When Susan begins to fix things around the house, Bill gets threatened by it and tries to regain his "power" as man of the house. Meanwhile, the kids must decide who gets the money that is collected in the coin bottle.
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 Season 3: 2009[8]






	No. in

season
	No. in

series
	Title
	Original air date



	1
	21
	"Give Me a Break"
	July 18, 2009



	With money getting tight, Bill must tell Lauren that the family can't afford her spring break trip. Meanwhile, Paul must explain how he lost all of Trent's baby pictures.



	2
	22
	"You Decide"
	July 18, 2009



	Bill realizes that he is being passive-aggressively manipulated by Susan and decides to do something about it by taking it upon himself to shop for their new bedspread. Trent, meanwhile, tries too hard to impress a girl and, with Bryan and Lauren's help, winds up joining her on a mock United Nations delegation representing India. And then Bill and Susan get an eye-full when their neighbor, Mr. Faulkner (guest star Brian Doyle-Murray[image: External link]), decides to indulge in his new hot tub au natural.



	3
	23
	"Let It Go"
	July 25, 2009



	Bill gets upset when he finds out Susan and her friends discuss their husbands during their girls-only game night, and he's determined to find out what has been said about him. Meanwhile, Bryan struggles to accept his first B on a science test so Lauren convinces him this is the beginning of what will surely be a steady decline in his IQ, and uses it to her advantage to tease her little brother.



	4
	24
	"The Way We Were"
	August 1, 2009



	When Susan tells Bill she misses the excitement of young love, he decides to revive that feeling by recreating the best moments from their dating days. While they're out, Lauren and Trent have to babysit Bryan, but they each have dates to go see a movie. The only solution is to take him to the movies as well, which is a great plan until Bryan disappears. NASCAR driver Carl Edwards[image: External link] guest-stars.



	5
	25
	"Oh Brother"
	August 8, 2009



	Bill invests a hefty chunk of money in his brother Danny's latest sure-thing business proposition, something he's done too many times before. Determined to put a stop to it, Susan pushes Bill to talk to his brother about being a responsible adult. Meanwhile, when Trent and Lauren get into a feud over a pen, Bryan pulls a Yojimbo by playing his siblings against each other for his own gain. Stephen Dunham[image: External link] (The Mummy) guest-stars.



	6
	26
	"I Like It That Way"
	August 15, 2009



	When Bill refuses to shave his beard after a fishing trip, Susan decides to teach him a lesson, and Paul winds up in the crossfire. Meanwhile, Bryan tries to join Trent in tormenting Lauren, but it's unclear he has what it takes to be a prankster.



	7
	27
	"The Coffee Maker"
	August 22, 2009



	Now that Bill's brother Danny has hit it big, he's been showering Bill's family with gifts. But Bill disapproves of what he believes to be Danny's attempt at buying their love. Paul makes a donation to the school's silent auction and winds up with a crushed ego.



	8
	28
	"United Front"
	August 29, 2009



	After Susan grounds Lauren for a month for lying to her, Bill has trouble agreeing with the severity of the punishment. Paul enlists the aid of Bryan and Trent to create an online profile that will make him look good to the ladies.



	9
	29
	"Car Trouble"
	September 5, 2009



	After Trent earns enough money to buy a car, Bill decides to help him pick out just the right vehicle. But his research doesn't produce the results Trent wants. Bryan has problems dealing with a school bully.



	10
	30
	"Trash Talk"
	September 5, 2009



	Bill and Susan get into a feud with a new neighbor over trashcans on the curb, but Bill goes a little overboard in his tactics, especially when Paul decides to get involved. Meanwhile, Trent fails his driving test, and he's convinced it's because he lost his lucky red quarter.
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 Home release




The first season of The Bill Engvall Show was released on DVD on May 20, 2008. Bonus features include an overview of the show, a set tour, interviews with the cast and an "Ask Bill" segment.[9] Beginning January 22, 2013, Warner Archive released seasons 2 & 3 together in one set, completing the series on DVD.
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Garden Party (film)






Garden Party is a 2008 American drama film[image: External link] directed by Jason Freeland, starring Vinessa Shaw[image: External link], Willa Holland[image: External link] and Oscar winner Jennifer Lawrence in her film debut.[1] The film was shot in Los Angeles, California[image: External link] and was released on July 11, 2008 in the United States[image: External link].

Cast


	
Vinessa Shaw[image: External link] as Sally St. Claire

	
Willa Holland[image: External link] as April

	
Richard Gunn[image: External link] as Todd

	Patrick Fischler as Anthony

	
Fiona Dourif[image: External link] as Becky

	Erik Smith as Sammy

	Alexander Cendese as Nathan

	Ross Patterson as Joey Zane

	Jordan Havard as Wayne

	
Christopher Allport[image: External link] as Davey Diamond

	Jeffrey R. Newman as Carlos

	
Jennifer Lawrence as Tiff

	Carrie Finklea as Lost Girl



References
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Winter's Bone






Winter's Bone is a 2010 American independent[image: External link] drama film[image: External link], an adaptation of Daniel Woodrell's 2006 novel of the same name. Written and directed by Debra Granik, the film stars Jennifer Lawrence as a teenaged girl in the rural Ozarks of the central United States who, to protect her family from eviction, must locate her missing father. The film explores the interrelated themes of close and distant family ties, the power and speed of gossip, self-sufficiency, and poverty as they are changed by the pervasive underworld of illegal methamphetamine[image: External link] labs.

Winter's Bone won several awards, including the Grand Jury Prize: Dramatic Film[image: External link] at the 2010 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link]. It also received four 2011 Academy Award[image: External link] nominations: Best Picture[image: External link], Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link], Best Actress[image: External link] and Best Supporting Actor[image: External link].
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 Plot




Seventeen-year-old Ree Dolly (Jennifer Lawrence) looks after her mentally ill mother, her twelve-year-old brother Sonny (Isaiah Stone), and her six-year-old sister Ashlee (Ashlee Thompson). Every day, Ree makes sure her siblings eat, while teaching them basic survival skills like hunting and cooking. The family is destitute. Ree's father, Jessup, has not been home for a long time; his whereabouts are unknown. He is out on bail following an arrest for manufacturing "crank"[image: External link].

Sheriff Baskin (Garret Dillahunt[image: External link]) tells Ree that if her father does not show up for his court date, they will lose the house because it was put up as part of his bond[image: External link]. Ree sets out to find her father, following his trail into the world where meth use is common, violence is frequent, and people are bound by codes of loyalty and secrecy. She starts with her meth-addicted uncle Teardrop (John Hawkes[image: External link]) and continues on to more distant kin, eventually trying to talk to the local crime boss[image: External link], Thump Milton (Ronnie Hall). Milton refuses to see her; the only information Ree comes up with are warnings to leave the situation alone and stories that Jessup died in a meth lab fire or skipped town to avoid the trial.

When Jessup fails to appear for the trial, the bondsman[image: External link] (Tate Taylor) comes looking for him and tells Ree that she will have about a week before the house and land are seized. Ree tells him that Jessup must be dead, because "Dollys don't run." He tells her that she will need to provide proof that her father is dead to avoid the bond being forfeited.

Ree tries to go to see Milton again and is severely beaten by the women of his family. Teardrop shows up and rescues Ree, promising her attackers that she will not say anything or cause any more trouble. Teardrop tells Ree that her father was killed because he was going to inform on other meth cookers, but he does not know who killed him. He warns her that if she ever finds out who did, she must not tell him because the killer would likely kill him as well.

A few nights later, the same three Milton women who beat Ree come to her house. They offer to take her to "[her] daddy's bones." The women place a burlap sack on her head and drive her to a pond, where they get into a rowboat and row to the shallow area where her father's submerged body lies. They tell Ree to reach into the freezing water and grasp her father's hands so they can cut them off with a chainsaw; the severed, decaying arms will serve as proof of death for the authorities. Ree takes the hands to the sheriff, telling him that someone flung them onto the porch of her house.

The bondsman comes back to the house and gives Ree the cash portion of the bond, which was put up by an anonymous associate of Jessup. Ree tries to give Jessup's banjo to Teardrop, but he tells her to keep it at the house for him. As he is leaving, he tells her that he now knows who killed her father. Ree reassures Sonny and Ashlee that she will not ever leave them, regardless of the money she just received.
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 Cast





	
Jennifer Lawrence as Ree Dolly

	
John Hawkes[image: External link] as Teardrop Dolly

	Lauren Sweetser as Gail

	
Garret Dillahunt[image: External link] as Sheriff Baskin

	
Dale Dickey[image: External link] as Merab

	Shelley Waggener as Sonya

	Kevin Breznahan as Little Arthur

	Ashlee Thompson as Ashlee Dolly

	
Tate Taylor[image: External link] as Satterfield, the bondsman

	
Sheryl Lee[image: External link] as April

	Cody Shiloh Brown as Floyd

	Isaiah Stone as Sonny Dolly
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 Reception
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 Critical response




Winter's Bone received widespread critical acclaim, with Jennifer Lawrence's performance being universally lauded. The film has a "certified fresh" score of 94% on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] based on 161 reviews with an average score of 8.3 out of 10. The critical consensus states: "Bleak, haunting, and yet still somehow hopeful, Winter's Bone is writer-director Debra Granik's best work yet -- and it boasts an incredible, starmaking performance from Jennifer Lawrence."[3] The film also has a score of 90 out of 100 on Metacritic[image: External link] based on reviews from 38 critics indicating "universal acclaim".[4]

Roger Ebert gave the film 4 out of 4 stars, praising Lawrence's steely "hope and courage" that remains optimistic despite her tribulations, and calling attention to Granik's direction that avoids passing moral judgement on the characters or descending into stereotypes.[5] Reviewer Peter Travers found the film "unforgettable", writing in Rolling Stone, "Granik handles this volatile, borderline horrific material with unblinking ferocity and feeling.... In Lawrence, Granik has found just the right young actress to inhabit Ree. Her performance is more than acting, it's a gathering storm."[6] Critic James Berardinelli[image: External link] said that "Winter's Bone is a welcome reminder that thrillers don't have to be loud and boisterous to grab the attention and keep it captive."[7] David Edelstein[image: External link] wrote in New York[image: External link] magazine, "For all the horror, it’s the drive toward life, not the decay, that lingers in the mind. As a modern heroine, Ree Dolly has no peer, and Winter’s Bone is the year’s most stirring film."[8] New Yorker critic David Denby called Winter's Bone "one of the great feminist works in film".[9] The A.V. Club[image: External link] put the film at No. 1 on their list of the best movies of the year.[10]
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 Top ten lists






	1st – David Edelstein[image: External link], New York[image: External link]


	1st - The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	1st – Keith Phipps, The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	1st - David Germain, Associated Press[image: External link]


	1st - Anne Thompson[image: External link], Indiewire[image: External link]


	1st – David Fear, Time Out New York[image: External link]


	1st – Peter Hartlaub, San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link]


	2nd - David Ansen[image: External link], Newsweek[image: External link]


	2nd - Betsy Sharkey, Los Angeles Times


	2nd – Noel Murray and Scott Tobias, The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	3rd - Christy Lemire[image: External link], Associated Press[image: External link]


	3rd – Lisa Schwarzbaum[image: External link], Entertainment Weekly


	3rd - Eric Kohn, Indiewire[image: External link]


	5th – Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times


	5th – Joshua Rothkopf, Time Out New York[image: External link]


	6th – Tasha Robinson, The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	9th – Kirk Honeycutt, The Hollywood Reporter


	9th – Peter Travers, Rolling Stone


	10th – Kenneth Turan[image: External link], Los Angeles Times


	10th – Claudia Puig, USA Today


	10th – Peter Rainer, Christian Science Monitor[image: External link]


	Top 10 (listed alphabetically) – Joe Morgenstern[image: External link], The Wall Street Journal[image: External link]


	Top 10 (listed alphabetically) – David Denby and Anthony Lane[image: External link] The New Yorker


	Top 10 (listed alphabetically) – Carrie Rickey[image: External link] and Steven Rea[image: External link] Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link]


	Top 10 (listed alphabetically) – Rick Groen and Liam Lacey The Globe and Mail
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 Box office




Winter's Bone debuted in cinemas on June 11, 2010 in a limited release[image: External link] in 4 theaters and grossed "a hearty" $84,797, with an average of $21,199 per theater and ranking #35 at the box office. The film’s subsequent outing and expansion to 39 theaters earned $351,317, with an average of $9,008 per theater.[11] The film's distributors Roadside Attractions aimed, concurrently with New York, Los Angeles and Boston, at "heartland cities" such as Minneapolis[image: External link], Overland Park[image: External link], St. Louis[image: External link], Springfield[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link] and Denver[image: External link], which eventually all attracted significant audiences, surpassing New York's.[11] According to the distributor, "the filmmakers had always wanted to deliver the movie to the people who helped them make it".[11] The film was in cinemas for over 45 weeks and ultimately earned $6,531,503 domestically and $9,600,048 internationally for a total of $16,131,551, above its $2 million budget.[12]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Accolades




Further information: List of accolades received by Winter's Bone[image: External link]


The film won the Grand Jury Prize: Dramatic Film[image: External link] and the Best Screenplay Award at the 2010 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link].[13] It also received two awards at the 2010 Berlin Film Festival[image: External link] in Germany and at the 2010 Stockholm International Film Festival[image: External link], it won the awards for Best Film, Best Actress (Lawrence) and the Fipresci[image: External link] Prize.[14]

Winter's Bone also won Best Feature and Best Ensemble Performance at the 2010 Gotham Awards[image: External link][15] and it earned seven nominations at the 2010 Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link], including Best Film, Best Director, and Best Actress.[16]
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Mystique (comics)






Mystique (Raven Darkhölme)[5] is a fictional character appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics[image: External link], commonly in association with the X-Men[image: External link]. Created by artist David Cockrum[image: External link] and writer Chris Claremont[image: External link], she first appeared in the comic book Ms. Marvel[image: External link] #16, published in 1978.[6]

Mystique is a member of a subspecies of humanity known as mutants[image: External link], who are born with superhuman abilities. Mystique is a shapeshifter who can mimic the appearance and voice of any person with exquisite precision, and her natural appearance includes blue skin and yellow eyes. She is typically portrayed as a foe of the X-Men.

Throughout most of her history, Mystique has been a supervillain[image: External link], founding her own Brotherhood of Mutants[image: External link] and assassinating[image: External link] several important people involved in mutant affairs. She has commented that she is over 100 years old.[7] Mystique is the mother of the villain Graydon Creed[image: External link], the X-Men hero Nightcrawler[image: External link],[8] and adoptive[image: External link] mother of the heroine Rogue[image: External link].[5] She is forced to abandon Nightcrawler, but raises Rogue for a number of years, and the two women have mixed feelings towards one another.[5]

Mystique appears in six of the X-Men films: she was portrayed by actress Rebecca Romijn in the first three installments, while Oscar[image: External link] winner Jennifer Lawrence portrayed a younger version of the character in X-Men: First Class (in which Romijn has a cameo), X-Men: Days of Future Past,[9] and X-Men: Apocalypse.[10] In 2009, Mystique was ranked as IGN's 18th Greatest Comic Book Villain of All Time.[11]
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 Publication history




Mystique was created by artist David Cockrum. Chris Claremont saw Cockrum's design, dubbed the character "Mystique", and, with Cockrum's permission, set her in Ms. Marvel[image: External link] No.16 (May 1978).[12][13]

Claremont, a former X-Men writer, has said that he originally intended Mystique and Destiny[image: External link] to be Nightcrawler's[image: External link] biological parents (with Mystique having morphed into a male body for the act of conception),[14] but Marvel didn't agree, because at that time the Comics Code Authority[image: External link] prohibited the explicit portrayal of gay or bisexual characters.[15][16]
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 Fictional character biography




Mystique's exact age remains unknown. Her earliest meeting with her lover, Destiny[image: External link] (Irene Adler), occurred around "the dawn of the 20th century".[17]
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 Sabretooth




While in her Raven persona, Mystique adopts the identity of deceased German secret agent Leni Zauber. Both Leni and Victor Creed, a.k.a. Sabretooth[image: External link], had been assigned with the assassination of a scientist in East Berlin. Mystique completes the mission in place of Leni, and then she and Victor have to hide in a safe location for a while. They become lovers, but she soon fakes her death in order to leave him.[18]

The result of this short-lived affair is reportedly the birth of Graydon Creed[image: External link]. A number of stories report that soon after his birth, Mystique gives him up for adoption. Others depict Mystique making arrangements for him from a distance. Raven keeps track of his activities until he reaches adolescence. Despite being the child of two mutants, Graydon is not a mutant himself. Mystique is disappointed and soon abandons him. Graydon grows to hate his parents, and eventually extends his hatred to all mutants. He becomes leader of the mutant-hating organization Friends of Humanity[image: External link], and then a politician. At the height of his political ascension, Grayden is assassinated by an unknown shooter.[19] The shooter is later revealed to be a time traveling version of Mystique as part of a convoluted time paradox involving Jean Grey[image: External link], Iceman[image: External link], Toad[image: External link], and Juggernaut[image: External link].[20]
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 Nightcrawler




Still masquerading as Raven, Mystique is married to Baron[image: External link] Christian Wagner; older sources give his name as Count[image: External link] Eric Wagner, an affluent member of the German nobility[image: External link]. He proves to be a loving husband, but disappointing as a lover. His infertility[image: External link] adds to their marital problems. Mystique starts using her shapeshifting powers in order to secretly have sexual encounters with others. She is eventually seduced by fellow mutant Azazel[image: External link]. Azazel states that he is ruler of "an island nation off the coast of Bermuda[image: External link]: La Isla des Demonas", The Island of Demons[image: External link].[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] He is later revealed to also have the power of immortality[image: External link] and to be the father of an ancient race of mutants known as the Neyaphem[image: External link], active since at least 2000 BC.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Mystique becomes pregnant, but her husband becomes suspicious and his own father suggests a blood test to verify whether the child is his. Mystique uses a dagger to murder him and then buries him. She gives birth to a young boy with black hair, yellow eyes, blue skin, and a pointed tail. The locals consider the mother and child to be demons and attempt to kill them. Mystique escapes but abandons her son. He is found and raised by Gypsy[image: External link] sorceress Margali Szardos[image: External link] and named Kurt Wagner[image: External link].[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Rogue




Mystique becomes the adoptive mother of the four-year-old girl Rogue[image: External link]. Rogue had run away from her home in rural Caldecott County, Mississippi[image: External link]. The girl was living alone in a wooded area, brandishing a shotgun and trusting no one, when Mystique found her. Destiny foresees that Rogue will be important to them and Mystique seeks her out, gains her trust, and takes her in. She and Destiny raise the girl, and Mystique grows to be very protective of her.

Mystique, as Raven Darkhölme, rises rapidly through the United States Civil Service to the trusted position of Deputy Director of the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency[image: External link] (DARPA) in the United States Department of Defense[image: External link]. This position gives her access to military secrets and advanced weaponry, both of which she uses for her own criminal and subversive purposes. In this position, she attempts the theft of the Centurion weaponry from S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link][21] She also beat Ms. Marvel[image: External link]'s lover Michael Barnett to death, and sought to kill Ms. Marvel.[22]

To help her in her criminal activities, Mystique organizes her own incarnation of the Brotherhood of Evil Mutants[image: External link], consisting of herself, Avalanche[image: External link], the Blob[image: External link], Destiny, and Pyro[image: External link]. The Brotherhood attempts to assassinate Senator Robert Kelly[image: External link], a notoriously anti-mutant politician. The X-Men thwart the assassination attempt, and all of the Brotherhood save Mystique herself are incarcerated.[23]

Rogue is trained by Mystique and eventually joins the Brotherhood of Evil Mutants. Her mutant power is the ability to absorb the memories, personality, and skills or powers of whomever she touches. To free the other members of the Brotherhood, Mystique concocts a plan involving Rogue absorbing the powers of Ms. Marvel and the Avengers[image: External link]. Though the plan is successful, the Avengers ultimately defeat the Brotherhood of Evil Mutants, capturing all of them except Rogue and Mystique. Moreover, Rogue finds that she has absorbed Ms. Marvel's memories, personality, and powers permanently.[24] In a further humiliation, a confrontation at the Pentagon ends with Mystique being defeated and turned over to the authorities by a powerless Ms. Marvel.[25]

The Brotherhood of Evil Mutants eventually escape, and battle against Dazzler[image: External link].[26] In an act of revenge against Mystique, Mastermind[image: External link] unbalances Rogue's psyche with the one she absorbed from Ms. Marvel, which prompts her to defect to the X-Men.[27] Because Rogue left without a word, Mystique assumes that Professor X[image: External link], the X-Men's mentor, brainwashed her. The Brotherhood of Evil Mutants accordingly launches an attempt to kill Professor X. Rogue stops Mystique, and explains that she joined the X-Men because Professor X, as the world's most powerful telepath[image: External link], is her best hope of healing for her fragmented psyche. Mystique reluctantly relinquishes her guardianship of Rogue.[28]
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 Freedom Force




Anti-mutant sentiment rises and the federal government launches its own covert anti-mutant program, Project Wideawake[image: External link]. Believing that the times have become too dangerous for the Brotherhood of Evil Mutants to continue, Mystique goes to Doctor Valerie Cooper[image: External link], special assistant to the head of the National Security Council[image: External link], and offers the Brotherhood's services to the government. In return for entering government service, Mystique and her team receive a presidential pardon[image: External link] for all criminal charges, to be revoked if any member of Freedom Force is found committing a crime. Cooper agrees to convey the offer to the President on the condition that the Brotherhood arrests their founder, Magneto[image: External link]. The Brotherhood, now reincarnated as Freedom Force[image: External link], are defeated by Magneto and the X-Men. When Magneto learns that Freedom Force are official federal agents, he voluntarily surrenders to them.[29]

Mystique leads Freedom Force in capturing the Avengers on behalf of the federal government.[30] She clashes with X-Factor[image: External link] in seeking to arrest Rusty Collins[image: External link].[31] With Freedom Force, she fights the X-Men in Dallas, and witnesses her foster daughter's apparent demise[image: External link].[32] With Freedom Force, she battles Cyclops[image: External link] and Marvel Girl[image: External link].[33] With Freedom Force she seeks to arrest Rusty Collins again, and battles the New Mutants[image: External link].[34] She finally succeeds in capturing Collins as well as Skids[image: External link].[35] She leads Freedom Force against the Reavers[image: External link] on Muir Island[image: External link]. On this particularly disastrous mission, Freedom Force loses two of its members, Stonewall[image: External link] and Mystique's lover Destiny.[36] The death of her lover leaves Mystique psychologically scarred.

Mystique is later nearly killed by Dr. Valerie Cooper, who is under the Shadow King[image: External link]'s mental control.[37] She then impersonates Dr. Valerie Cooper.[38] Mystique is eventually discovered impersonating Dr. Cooper, and saves Xavier's life by killing the Shadow King's human host, Jacob Reisz.[39] She finally reconciles with Rogue.[40] In time, she comes to terms with Destiny's death.[41] She teams with Spiral[image: External link] and Wolverine[image: External link] in thwarting Mojo[image: External link]'s near-destruction of the universe.[42] Mystique later briefly stays as a guest at Xavier's mansion[image: External link]. She begins going insane, and leaves the mansion under the care of Forge.[43]
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 X-Factor




Mystique resurfaces several months later, in a failed attempt to kill Legion[image: External link] for his murdering of Destiny. Mystique has an implant put in her skull by Forge[image: External link] in order for the government to be able to keep track of her. She is then forced to become a member of the government-sponsored team X-Factor[image: External link] after being arrested for trying to blow up a dam. In truth, Mystique had been trying to save the dam, which the U.S. Government wanted to destroy so that they could blame it on mutants. Her membership leads to tension with her teammates when Sabretooth is added to the team months later as a sleeper agent[image: External link], for the main purpose of killing Mystique before she can uncover the truth about the conspiracy. She slowly develops a romantic relationship with team-leader Forge (though he later thought that she was just using him).[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Part of the conspiracy involves Mystique's son Graydon Creed running for President, under an anti-mutant platform.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

At the same time, both Graydon and Mystique learn that Destiny married and had children during one of the couple's separations. Destiny/Irene's children are now adults with their own children, one of which is a mutant. Graydon has the mutant teen savagely beaten by members of the Friends of Humanity, as a warning towards his mother. Mystique is furious and wants to kill her son, but stops when she is given a message that Graydon's backers want her to kill him and turn her son into a martyr.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Mystique then seeks to save her son from being betrayed by his backers, but fails. Graydon's death ushers in a new wave of anti-mutant violence. Sabretooth acts on his orders to kill the members of X-Factor as "Operation Zero Tolerance" is activated. Mystique distracts Sabretooth long enough to keep him from finishing off the team. Mystique then flees the scene after arranging for X-Factor to receive medical treatment for the wounds Sabretooth inflicted.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Mystique goes into hiding, taking the identity of the senator's wife Mallory Brickman, using her husband's influence to set the FBI on Sabretooth. She prevents Rogue from giving up her mutant powers and continues her investigation of the U.S. Government over her son's death, leading to her aiding Toad and his most recent incarnation of the Brotherhood of Mutants[image: External link] on a mission to raid a government base. The mission fails thanks to Machine Man[image: External link], who fights the Brotherhood and forces the team to flee. Mystique flees to Europe. While taking the form of a blonde haired woman, Mystique is confronted by a famous photographer who proposes to make her a big fashion model.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Amused, Mystique accepts and quickly becomes the fashion industry's newest top model. Using her money, Mystique moves back to New York and into an expensive penthouse apartment. There, Skrulls[image: External link] staying in a nearby building frame Mystique for the murder of a Japanese diplomat. With help from Shadowcat and Rogue, Mystique is cleared and leaves town. Before she leaves, Shadowcat finds one of Destiny's diaries[image: External link], left there by Destiny herself before she died.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Breakdown




While gaining critical intelligence on the identity of those who were involved in her son's death and the attempt to kill her using Sabretooth, Mystique suddenly loses her powers while pretending to be a man in a busy office workplace.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Mystique is arrested. The U.S. Government acts on their intelligence regarding Mystique, and destroys all of the alternate identities that she established over the years and confiscate the money she and Destiny had hidden away. The loss of her powers and her freedom causes her to lash out at everyone around her. Rogue has no sympathy for Mystique's plight. The relationship sours when Rogue refuses to tell Mystique that the X-Men are going to fight the High Evolutionary[image: External link], who was responsible for depowering all mutants, in order to restore everyone's powers. The X-Men defeat the High Evolutionary and restore everyone's powers, allowing Mystique to escape jail.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Mystique is sent back in time by the original X-Factor's sentient ship[image: External link]. Raven finds that she is destined to be part of a great time paradox, where she finds herself with a time delay weapon, which she is about to program to kill Graydon. After some deliberation, she decides to activate the weapon to kill Graydon. Mystique's sanity is further damaged by the revelation that Destiny was one of the founding members of the anti-mutant conspiracy Mystique had dedicated countless years to fighting, and had willfully withheld medical treatment to mutant children that would have resulted in them not growing up deformed due to their mutations.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

This leads to Raven again going mad. She reforms the Brotherhood of Evil Mutants for another assassination attempt on Senator Kelly, and kidnaps Moira MacTaggert[image: External link] and impersonates her in order to access her research on the Legacy Virus[image: External link]. Mystique uses samples of the Legacy Virus to create a biological weapon that would infect humans and not mutants, and develops a cure for the Legacy Virus.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

The assassination attempt on Kelly ends in failure when Pyro betrays his teammates. Mystique blows up MacTaggert's research facility, fatally injuring the doctor. Mystique then shoots Moira's foster daughter Wolfsbane with a prototype of Forge's neutralizer gun, depowering her. The X-Men confront Mystique and she is seriously wounded. She tells the X-Men that Destiny had predicted a dark future for mutant-kind, and that the future Destiny foretold kept on unfolding despite all that Mystique had done to prevent it. She believes that the only way to save them is to eradicate all humans.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Mystique is sent to prison, but quickly escapes. She allies herself with Martinique Jason[image: External link] in an attempt to wrest control of the X-Corps[image: External link] from its founder, Banshee[image: External link]. Outfitted with a device that gives her the ability to generate an electrical charge, Mystique creates the identity of a supervillain named Surge and joins the X-Corps. While Jason mind-controls the other members of the organization, Mystique brings Banshee's organization down and slits his throat, leaving him in critical condition.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Double agent




Professor X[image: External link] is forced to make Mystique his secret agent, as his previous one, Prudence Leighton[image: External link], has died and Mystique is the only one suitable to complete the missions. Xavier poses as Magneto to rescue Mystique from the Department of Homeland Security and from execution at the hands of Johny Kitano[image: External link], Special Magistrate for Homo Superior crimes against humanity, and a mutant himself.[44] At this time, Mystique claims that there is an imposter out to frame her, taking control over the Brotherhood and sending them on their recent missions (the assassination of Moira and the infiltration of X-Corps). As long as Mystique completes the missions without killing anybody, Xavier keeps her safe from the authorities, who are out to execute her. Working with Xavier is Forge.

One of Xavier's enemies, the Quiet Man, who is actually Prudence Leighton inhabiting the body of her assassin,[45] contacts Mystique and offers to give her an interference transmitter which would keep her safe from the authorities if she kills Xavier. Creating a plan that would free her from both men, Mystique pretends to try killing Xavier while secretly working with the mutant thief Fantomex[image: External link], after alerting Forge to stop her at the last moment. Her plan is to have the Quiet Man see this and believe that she really has attempted to kill Xavier and is still working for him. The other X-Men believe that Mystique has tried killing Xavier and seek her out.[46]

Rogue tracks her down. Distraught with rage, she attacks her foster mother. Mystique escapes by blowing up the house and going through the window, changing her form to shield her fall.[46]

Mystique goes to the Quiet Man, who is planning on having her killed. After a battle, Mystique kills the Quiet Man, saves her former field-handler Shortpack[image: External link], and discovers the Quiet Man's interference transmitter was a fake. She tries to steal Forge's interference transmitter but is caught. After some angry words, he smashes it and tells her he never wants to see her again. The two share a sad goodbye kiss and Mystique leaves. After Mystique is gone, Forge realizes that she had already switched his transmitter for the fake one.[45]
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 Joining the X-Men




Mystique later infiltrates the X-Men, posing as a young girl named Foxx and joining Gambit[image: External link]'s training squad, the Chevaliers.[47] She attempts to seduce Rogue's boyfriend Gambit to break them up so she can set her daughter up with a young mutant named Augustus[image: External link],[48] but Gambit resists. Mystique ultimately reveals herself to him, telling him that she is trying to relieve the tension between him and Rogue (because of the two being unable to touch due to her ability to absorb someone's essence upon skin-to-skin contact). Mystique then metamorphoses into Rogue and tells Gambit that he would not be cheating on Rogue if he had sex with her in Rogue's form.[49]

When the telepath Emma Frost[image: External link] discovers who Foxx really is, the X-Men confront Mystique. Mystique tells them that she had been lonely and wants to join the X-Men. Mystique uses Rogue's doubts about what happened between her and Gambit to sow further discord in Rogue's relationship with Gambit.[50]

The X-Men vote and decide to have Mystique join them on a probationary status (though Rogue is one of the ones who vote against her joining). Nightcrawler asks her to leave for a while regardless of the vote, saying that he needs more time adjusting to the idea of her being a member. Mystique agrees and leaves.[51] After M-Day[image: External link], she joins the X-Men[image: External link] and brings Augustus ( Pulse[image: External link]) along with her. Both have been crucial in the downfall of Apocalypse[image: External link].[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Marauders




After the Hecatomb battle on Providence, Rogue's team[image: External link] returns to Rogue's childhood home in Caldecott County, Mississippi, which Mystique owns for some downtime. Mystique alerts the X-Men, who come to treat Rogue's illness, that there are intruders in the area. Only after Lady Mastermind[image: External link] drops her illusions do the X-Men realize that it is an all-out attack, and that both Lady Mastermind and Omega Sentinel[image: External link] (the latter being possessed by Malice[image: External link]) have defected sides. During the Marauders' initial ambush, Mystique prevents Scalphunter[image: External link] from shooting Rogue. She then reveals herself as a traitor as well, shoots her adopted daughter, and orders the remaining Marauders[image: External link] to kill the X-Men.

Mystique remains with the Marauders during the hunt for the first new mutant baby, but is revealed to have murdered Mister Sinister[image: External link] in a plot involving the baby and Rogue's killing touch. She also appears to be working with Gambit, who, like her, has ulterior motives to want to betray Mister Sinister. When Sinister approaches Mystique as she is with the comatose Rogue, Mystique shoves Sinister onto Rogue, killing him through fatal skin-to-skin contact. Then, in keeping with the words of the Destiny Diaries, she touches the baby's face to Rogue's. The baby's touch purges her of the Strain 88 virus and all the residual psyches she had absorbed over her life, including Hecatomb. Rogue is sickened by Mystique's manipulations, and leaves.

Wolverine tracks Mystique to the Middle East and then into Afghanistan.[52] It is hinted at that Mystique's recent betrayal is not the only reason Logan is out to kill her, as they have a common history of friendship, love, and ultimately, betrayal.[53] After a heated fight, Wolverine wounds Mystique, but denies her the Coup de grâce[image: External link].[54]
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 Manifest Destiny




Mystique shows up again, posing as Bobby Drake's ex-girlfriend Opal Tanaka[image: External link]. She sets off a bomb inside of Bobby's Blackbird before shooting him and kicking him out of the plane.[55] Later, she follows Iceman[image: External link] to the hospital and injects him with a fatal dose of a toxin created by Mister Sinister[image: External link]. Hospital staff try to get to Iceman, but they are held back by Mystique while Iceman expels the toxin from his system. Afterward, Mystique attacks Iceman in a truck and sets the truck ablaze with Iceman in it. Iceman steps out of the fire unharmed and disarms and immobilizes Mystique, but she escapes after turning her body into her child form. Mystique impersonates Iceman and stands on top of the Golden Gate bridge threatening to blow it up. Iceman arrives and discovers the reason for Mystique doing this is Wolverine[image: External link] telling her that she will die alone. After a heated conversation, Iceman freezes the bomb. Mystique jumps off the bridge into the water. Iceman tells Cyclops and Hank McCoy[image: External link] that he knows that she is not dead and thanks her for what she did for him.[56]
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 Dark X-Men




Mystique joins Norman Osborn[image: External link]'s Dark X-Men[image: External link], posing as Professor Charles Xavier for P.R.[image: External link] purposes. Osborn has her injected with nanites[image: External link] and kept on a short leash; should she try anything, Osborn would turn her into a human bomb.[57] After the defection of Emma Frost[image: External link], Namor[image: External link], and Cloak and Dagger[image: External link], Mystique leads the remaining members of the team under the public guise of Jean Grey[image: External link], as no one could prove Jean had actually died, but mainly to hurt those who had caused her great harm.[58]

Wolverine, having returned from hell and retrieved his possessed body from a demonic force, targets Mystique after finding out she was responsible for sending his soul there at the behest of The Red Right Hand.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Mystique is shot by a hit-man named Lord Deathstrike. Badly wounded, Mystique patches herself and escapes on a motorcycle. Wolverine and Lord Deathstrike are in hot pursuit of Mystique throughout the San Francisco streets simultaneously.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Mystique ultimately confronts Wolverine, who stabs her with his claws, killing her.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Lord Deathstrike collects Mystique's body and auctions it off. Her corpse is sold for 5 million to group of ninjas. It is implied these are agents of The Hand[image: External link].[59]
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 Revival




Mystique is seen alive again posing as Sabretooth at Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link].[60] In the form of Sabretooth she has agreed to assist the Hellfire Club in their destruction of the Jean Grey School.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Mystique, as Sabretooth, was a faculty member of The Hellfire Academy.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] When the Hand revived Mystique, her powers were enhanced and she is now capable of changing her scent to match the forms she takes.[61]

Receiving word that the original X-Men are in the present day, Mystique seeks out young Scott Summers to manipulate him into thinking she has his and mutantkind's best interests at heart.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] She uses Lady Mastermind and Sabretooth to commit robberies and frame the X-Men.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Viper shows up. Mystique explains to her that she wants to buy Mardripoor from HYDRA and control the crime in the area. Before this transaction is completed, the X-Men raid the place.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Lady Mastermind and Mystique are captured,[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] but Mystique escapes in a S.H.I.E.L.D. helicopter.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Mystique is attacked by Iceman, who is possessed by the Apocalypse fragment.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] After Iceman is shattered into pieces by Thor, Mystique takes the Apocalypse fragment and swallows it to inherit its powers.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

In order to help move her plans along, Mystique drugs and replaces Dazzler, who's now became SHIELD's mutant liaison, allowing her to set up her New Brotherhood under Maria Hill's nose.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] She sets up operations in Madripoor, allowing her to regularly visit to 'investigate' the mutant uprising there, while secretly being the one in charge of it.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] She offers Magneto a place in her New Brotherhood after he leaves the Uncanny X-Men team, but he rejects it on the grounds of her financing her operation via drug money from Mutant Growth Hormone sales, attacking and defeating her Brotherhood and stealing her chopper in order to find his own place in the new world.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Uncanny Avengers




Mystique appears as a member of Magneto's unnamed supervillain group during the fight against Red Skull[image: External link]'s Red Onslaught[image: External link] form.[62] When the heroes and villains present undergo a moral inversion due to a flawed spell cast by the Scarlet Witch[image: External link] and Doctor Doom[image: External link],[63] Mystique joins the other inverted villains in the 'Astonishing Avengers' as they go up against the inverted X-Men and Avengers,[64] also working to prevent the inverted Nightcrawler from killing those who were involved in the riot that nearly killed him before his first meeting with Professor X.[65] During the final fight, Mystique briefly poses as Professor X to try to get through to the 'reborn' Apocalypse (Actually the now-adult clone of Apocalypse known as Evan Sabahnur that the X-Men had been trying to raise away from his template's influence),[66] but is converted back to her usual villainous attitude at the conclusion of the storyline.[67]
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 Powers and abilities




Mystique is a mutant[image: External link] shapeshifter with the ability to psionically shift the formation of her biological cells[image: External link] at will to change her appearance and thereby assume the form of other humans and animals.[68][69] She can also alter her voice to duplicate exactly that of another person. Originally, it was clearly stated that Mystique's powers were limited to appearances only; she could not assume the powers of the people she morphed into or alter her body to adapt to different situations. Additionally she could not change her overall body mass when taking on the appearance of a person larger or smaller, but due to subsequent enhancements she has stated that her body mass is not fixed and can change when she does.[70]

Her body is not limited to purely organic appearances: She also has the ability to create the appearance of clothes and other materials out of her own body, including items such as glasses, zippers, identity cards, handbags and even test tubes. Mystique is shown in at least one instance transforming a metallic part of her costume into a functioning blaster pistol.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Whether this is a function of her powers or the costume piece itself,is unclear.

As a shape-shifter, Mystique is able to constantly alter and rejuvenate her body's cells and thereby retain her youthful appearance despite being alive for over one hundred years.

Mystique received her first power enhancement in the X-Men Forever miniseries, in which she was exposed to dangerous levels of radiation in order to save the life of Toad[image: External link]. The process boosted her powers so that she can now morph her body into taking certain desired physical traits depending on her situation at the time. Examples of these new abilities include night vision[image: External link], wings[image: External link] on her back,[71] talons[image: External link] in her fingers, and natural body armor[image: External link].[68] She can compress into nearly two-dimensional like a sheet of paper to glide on air currents, similar to Mister Fantastic[image: External link], which she uses to survive an explosion.[46] She has moved her vital organs out of place in order to survive gunshots to her torso and head,[72] and can make herself virtually invisible via camouflage. She has even, with strain, given herself two heads and four arms to facilitate a gun fight on two fronts,[73] as well as shapeshifted into herself as a small child.[44] She is also now able to hold a shape when knocked unconscious[74] and can conceal items in shapeshifted pouches under her skin.[75]

Following her death and revival by the Hand, her powers have been further enhanced.[76] She can now alter and conceal her scent from those with enhanced senses, and is capable of changing her shape to a greater degree, including altering her limbs to form tentacles and bladed weapons,[77] and compressing herself into a dog.[69]

Damage to her biological tissue is known to heal at a relatively fast rate and she can form a resistance to poisons[image: External link] upon contacting them. Her enhancements have allowed her to rapidly regrow severed limbs,[78] and rapidly recover from near fatal injury. Her powers grant her immunity to diseases, enhanced agility and strength, and agelessness.[4]

Mystique is a cunning strategist in terrorist and commando operations, and adept at martial arts and information technology. She has a talent for finding, stealing, and understanding cutting edge weaponry. She is a talented actress and a polyglot, being fluent in over fourteen languages. Her mind is naturally unreadable owing to changing grey matter and she wears devices to prevent telepathic intrusion. Furthermore, with over a century's experience in posing as other people she has picked up the uncanny skill of being able to identify people posing as others based on body language[image: External link] and changes in behavioral cues.
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 Other versions
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 Absorbed by Rogue




A copy of Mystique's mind, including her memories and personality, exists within the mind of Rogue[image: External link] ever since the events of "X-Men: Messiah Complex[image: External link]". She converses with Rogue. She also requests that Rogue turn over control of their body. Eventually she is erased by Professor Xavier.[79]
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 Age of Apocalypse




In the Age of Apocalypse timeline, she gave up her adopted daughter Rogue to Magneto and his X-Men.[80] Years later, Mystique is the ferrywoman to Avalon. It is her task to meet the refugees and make sure they meet the guide to Avalon, Cain[image: External link]. Though she works against Apocalypse, she is not much of a hero. She charges a heavy tariff to ferry the refugees to Avalon, taking all of their valuables. This plagues her conscience and she is reluctant to go to Avalon, as she feels that she is not fit to enter. Ultimately, she gets past her guilt to guide her son, Nightcrawler[image: External link], to Avalon and find Destiny. She and her son form X-Calibre to defeat Apocalypse[image: External link]'s agents, the Pale Riders[image: External link] and the Shadow King.[81]
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 Battle of the Atom




Mystique's future is shown, where she is revealed to be the mother of Charlie Xavier II, the son of Charles Xavier[image: External link], possessing his father's powers and appearance. While disguised as Moira MacTaggert[image: External link] she gives birth to Charlie, but upon birth she tearfully abandons her child. Later she raised her son Raze (conceived by Wolverine, with his mother's shape-shifting skills and his father's healing ability), who eventually killed her and took her appearance to rule Madripoor.[82]
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 Cable's Future




Mystique inquires of Cable[image: External link] "How does [history] judge the part we play here and now in protecting the remnants of mutant-kind?" He says "History is short on specifics" and that it only remembers broad movements, not individuals. She hints at wanting to know how she is remembered, and he comments that her name did survive in a database of his time. Her name is synonymous with traitor, comparing her name to Judas Iscariot[image: External link]. He adds that the information from his time is part of his history, as it was 2,000 years old.[83]
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 Exiles




In the Earth-797 reality, Mystique is apparently a man and goes by the name of Raphael-Raven Darkholme (and his alias is Mystiq). Much like the main Mystique, he has a relationship with Destiny but due to his gender has a child with her (Claremont's original plan for Nightcrawler's origin[image: External link]). They are both killed in unknown circumstances and Raphael often goes to their grave sites. On such an occasion, he is about to be attacked by soldiers when the Exiles' Sabretooth, who had been stranded on this Earth, saves his life. Saying he is in his debt, he joins the Exiles when they come to pick up their teammate.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 House of M




In the House of M[image: External link], Mystique is an agent of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] and a member of its elite unit, the Red Guard, alongside Jessica Drew[image: External link],[84] Toad, and her children Rogue and Nightcrawler. She's also involved in an affair with Wolverine, the Red Guard's leader. When this unit, in pursuit of their former leader, attacks the heroes 'awakened' by Layla Miller[image: External link], the entire squad is restored. With all of reality against them, any personal history is set aside, and Mystique fights alongside the rest of the 'awakened' without incident.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Marvel Mangaverse




In X-Men Mangaverse, Mystique teams up with Nightcrawler and other Brotherhood members. Storm[image: External link] later kills her with a lightning bolt.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Marvel Zombies




Mystique appears as a zombie twice in the Marvel Zombies universe. She is first shown disguised as Scarlet Witch[image: External link], in order to get close to and bite Quicksilver[image: External link], thus becoming directly responsible for the fast spread of the zombie virus throughout the world. She is also shown fighting alongside zombie versions of Avalanche[image: External link], Blob[image: External link], and Pyro[image: External link] taking a direct blast from Cyclops[image: External link] right to the face.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Ultimate Marvel




In the Ultimate Marvel[image: External link] Universe, Mystique is the former lover of Charles Xavier[image: External link]. During their stay in the Savage Land with Magneto, the young Emma Frost[image: External link] comes under the tutelage of Xavier, and shortly thereafter he dumps Mystique for Frost.[85] Ever since then, Mystique has held great resentment toward Xavier, which in turn makes her loyal to Magneto.[86] She teams up with Forge[image: External link] and helps Magneto[image: External link] escape the Triskelion[image: External link] by taking his place in the prison cell,[87] before she is replaced by Mastermind[image: External link] and Stacy X[image: External link] and given a new assignment. She is hinted to be one of the few who actually knows how Xavier's darker side operates, stating "We all bought into Xavier's dream until we got a look at the sick brain behind it."[88] It is later revealed that Emma Frost named Xavier's cat after Mystique, after the feline partially destroyed the decor of his office.[89] She briefly appears in Ultimates 3, impersonating the Black Widow to distract Tony Stark[image: External link] until knocked out by the Wasp.[90] She is later seen with the few surviving Brotherhood members still stationed in Wundagore[image: External link].[91]
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 X-Men: The End




In the trilogy book series X-Men: The End[image: External link] Mystique is posing as Dark Beast and pretending to work with Mister Sinister[image: External link]. When Sinister murders Rogue she kills him. Gambit later asks her to look after his and Rogue's children when he goes off into space.[92]
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 X-Men Fairy Tales




Mystique appears briefly in the X-Men Fairy Tales[image: External link] limited series' first issue. She is leading a group of thieves who attack the old monk/Professor X[image: External link]. They are scared away by Hitome/ Cyclops[image: External link]. The other thieves are Avalanche[image: External link] and Pyro[image: External link]. In the fourth issue, she appears as Anna/ Rogue[image: External link]'s mother, a voodoo priestess.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 In other media





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television





	Mystique recurs[image: External link] in the 1992 X-Men[image: External link] animated series, voiced by Randall Carpenter in the first two seasons, and by Jennifer Dale[image: External link] for the rest of the show's run. She is the leader of the Brotherhood of Mutants and has been a close ally of Apocalypse[image: External link], Mister Sinister[image: External link], and even Magneto[image: External link].

	Mystique plays a prominent role in the 2000 animated series X-Men: Evolution[image: External link], voiced by Colleen Wheeler. She appears as a follower of Magneto throughout the show's first season, and is featured sparingly in the second and third seasons before becoming a Horseman of Apocalypse[image: External link] in the series finale. She is also revealed to be the birth mother of Nightcrawler[image: External link] (Kurt Wagner) and the adoptive mother of Rogue[image: External link].

	Mystique appears in the episodes "Greetings from Genosha", "Battle Lines", "Stolen Lives" and "Foresight Parts 1 & 2" of the 2009 animated series Wolverine and the X-Men[image: External link], voiced by Tamara Bernier. She is an Acolyte[image: External link] of Magneto who has a romantic history with Wolverine.

	Mystique is featured in The Super Hero Squad Show[image: External link] episode "Deadly is the Black Widow's Bite", voiced by Lena Headey[image: External link] in a British accent.[93] She poses as Black Widow[image: External link] in order to gain the Super Hero Squad's trust.

	Mystique appears in Marvel Disk Wars: The Avengers[image: External link].
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 Film





	Mystique is played by Rebecca Romijn in the 2000 film X-Men[image: External link]. She is a member of Magneto's Brotherhood of Mutants. She reprises the role in the 2003 sequel, X2[image: External link], where for most of the film she impersonates Sen. Robert Kelly[image: External link], whom Magneto killed in the previous film. She frees Magneto from the plastic cell in which he is being held, and together they help the X-Men infiltrate William Stryker[image: External link]'s base at Alkali Lake when they discover that he intends to use a duplicate Cerebro[image: External link] and a brainwashed Xavier to kill all mutants. Romijn reprises her role one more time in 2006's X-Men: The Last Stand. Magneto frees her, alongside Juggernaut, Pyro, and the Multiple Man, from a moving prison van, but when she dives in front of a series of shots meant for Magneto, the mutant cure within the ammunition turns her into a normal human, and Magneto abandons her as she is no longer one of them. His scorn leads to her revealing the location of the Brotherhood to the U.S. government.

	
Jennifer Lawrence portrays a younger Mystique in the 2011 prequel X-Men: First Class. Morgan Lily[image: External link] briefly plays Mystique as a child while Rebecca Romijn makes a cameo as a transformation Mystique takes to seduce Magneto.[94][95] She is raised as Charles Xavier[image: External link]'s foster sister, and helps found the X-Men, but eventually defects to Magneto as she is dissatisfied with Xavier's constant attempts to ask her to hide where Magneto encouraged her not to fear her true appearance. Lawrence reprises her role as Mystique in the 2014 film X-Men: Days of Future Past.[96] In the film, it was her assassination of Bolivar Trask[image: External link] that leads to his martyrdom, resulting in the fruition of his Sentinel[image: External link] program. Mystique was subsequently captured and experimented upon, leading to the Sentinels' unstoppable shapeshifting abilities and a dystopian future. The film revolves around Wolverine's attempts to stop her assassination of Trask and avert the dark future after he is sent back in time by Kitty Pryde[image: External link] projecting him into his younger self. The group stops Mystique's attempt to kill Trask, but the altercation exposes mutants to the world for the first time earlier than in the previous timeline, prompting President Nixon to approve the Sentinel program while Trask studies a blood sample Mystique left behind during the attack. While Trask Industries ships the Sentinels to Washington, D.C. for their national presentation, Magneto secretly surrounds the Sentinels in steel, allowing him to control them. He subsequently commandeers the Sentinels to attack the crowd and hold off Wolverine, Xavier, and McCoy, but before he can kill what he believes to be Nixon (really a disguised Mystique), McCoy suppresses his mutation with a serum causing a Sentinel to turn on Magneto. Magneto quickly disables it, but the distraction allows Mystique to shoot him with a plastic gun, wounding him and releasing his control of the Sentinels. After Xavier convinces Mystique to let Trask live, the world sees that a mutant saved the President and the Sentinel program is shut down. Trask is arrested for selling military secrets to foreign powers, erasing the dystopian future seen earlier in the film. Mystique remains a rogue agent, disguising herself as William Stryker[image: External link] to retrieve Wolverine from the Potomac River. Lawrence reprise her role as Mystique in X-Men: Apocalypse.[97][98] The film is set in the 1980s, with Mystique now the 'public face' of the idea of heroic mutants, and not aligned with Magneto as she did in the original timeline after the events of the last film. Despite being idolized by other mutants as a hero, she rejects the notion while focusing simply on getting the oppressed to safety. Younger mutants like Ororo Munroe, Scott Summers, and Jean Grey see her as an inspiration, and some have begun trying to use their powers for heroics or vigilantism based on her examples. After she sees a news report about the death of Magneto's family while she is trying to help Nightcrawler, she has him take her back to Xavier's mansion so that Xavier can help her find Erik. In the process, she unintentionally alerts the powerful new foe Apocalypse[image: External link] to their existence, prompting him to abduct Xavier. After briefly being held captive by Colonel Stryker, Raven and the other adults are rescued by Scott, Jean, and Nightcrawler, prompting Raven to accompany them on the mission to rescue Xavier from Apocalypse. At the film's conclusion, Mystique returns to the X-Men as one of Xavier's lieutenants (along with Beast) and field commander.
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 Video games





	In the X-Men arcade game[image: External link], she appears, first disguised as Professor X between stages 5 and 6. She is the boss[image: External link] of stage 7, Asteroid M[image: External link], where she takes the form of Magneto[image: External link]; she attacks players with punches and kicks curiously more quickly than the real Magneto.

	Mystique appears in the 2000 fighting game[image: External link], X-Men: Mutant Academy[image: External link], and its 2001 sequel, X-Men: Mutant Academy 2[image: External link], as a playable character.

	Mystique is a playable character in X-Men: Next Dimension[image: External link], voiced by Julianne Grossman.[99] In the game she does not utilize her shapeshifting abilities, relying instead on her martial arts skills and weaponry.

	Mystique appears as a boss in X-Men Legends[image: External link], voiced by Grey DeLisle[image: External link].

	Mystique appears as an NPC X-Men Legends II: Rise of Apocalypse[image: External link]. In a mission that takes place in the Savage Land where the players look for Destiny, Mystique helps the players fight Garokk. She has special dialogue with Rogue.

	Mystique appears in 2009's movie tie-in X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link], voiced by Anna Graves[image: External link]. She masquerades as a CIA[image: External link] operative working with Major William Stryker[image: External link]'s Team X[image: External link].

	Mystique appears in the Nintendo DS version of the Marvel Super Hero Squad[image: External link] video game.

	Mystique appears as a villain character in Marvel Super Hero Squad Online[image: External link].

	Mystique is available as downloadable content for the game LittleBigPlanet[image: External link], as part of "Marvel Costume Kit 1".[100]


	Mystique appears in Lego Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link],[101] voiced by Laura Bailey[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Collected editions





	
Essential Ms. Marvel Vol.1 (Ms. Marvel Vol.1 #1-23; The Avengers Vol.1 Annual #10; Marvel Super-Heroes #10-11; 512 pages, February 2007, ISBN 0-7851-2499-3[image: External link])

	
Mystique Vol.1: Dead Drop Gorgeous (Mystique #1-6; 160 pages, August 2004, ISBN 0-7851-1240-5[image: External link])

	
Mystique Vol.2: Tinker, Tailor, Mutant, Spy (Mystique #7-13; 170 pages, November 2004, ISBN 978-0-7851-1555-7[image: External link])

	
Mystique Vol.3: Unnatural (Mystique #14-18; 120 pages, January 2005, ISBN 0-7851-1556-0[image: External link])

	
Mystique Vol.4: Quiet (Mystique #19-24; 150 pages, April 2005, ISBN 0-7851-1475-0[image: External link])

	
Mystique By Brian K. Vaughn Ultimate Collection (Mystique #1-13; 312 pages, May 2011, ISBN 0-7851-5511-2[image: External link])

	
Mystique By Sean McKeever Ultimate Collection (Mystique #14-24; 256 pages, June 2011, ISBN 0-7851-5521-X[image: External link])

	
Wolverine: Get Mystique (Wolverine Vol.3 #62-65; 96 pages, August 2008, ISBN 978-0-7851-2963-9[image: External link])
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X-Men: First Class






For the comic series, see X-Men: First Class (comics)[image: External link].

X-Men: First Class (stylized onscreen as X: First Class) is a 2011 American superhero film[image: External link], based on the X-Men[image: External link] characters appearing in Marvel Comics[image: External link]. It is the fifth installment in the X-Men film series. A prequel[image: External link] to the franchise, the film was directed by Matthew Vaughn and produced by Bryan Singer[image: External link]. The story is set primarily in 1962 during the Cuban Missile Crisis[image: External link], and focuses on the relationship between Professor Charles Xavier[image: External link] (James McAvoy[image: External link]) and Erik Lensherr / Magneto[image: External link] (Michael Fassbender), and the origin of their groups—the X-Men[image: External link] and the Brotherhood of Mutants[image: External link], respectively, as they deal with the Hellfire Club[image: External link] led by Sebastian Shaw[image: External link] (Kevin Bacon[image: External link]), who is bent on world domination. The film co-stars Rose Byrne[image: External link], January Jones[image: External link] and Oliver Platt[image: External link]. The film also introduces new actors to the series including Nicholas Hoult and Jennifer Lawrence who, like McAvoy and Fassbender, reimagine popular characters from the franchise ( Beast[image: External link] and Mystique) that have already been established in previous films, namely the original trilogy.

Producer Lauren Shuler Donner[image: External link] first thought of a prequel based on the young X-Men during the production of X2[image: External link], and later producer Simon Kinberg[image: External link] suggested to 20th Century Fox[image: External link] an adaptation of the comic series X-Men: First Class[image: External link], though the film does not follow the comic closely. Singer, who had directed both X-Men[image: External link] and X2, became involved with the project in 2009, but he could only produce and co-write First Class due to other projects. Matthew Vaughn, who was previously attached to both X-Men: The Last Stand and Thor[image: External link], became the director, and also wrote the final script with his writing partner Jane Goldman[image: External link]. First Class overtook a planned Magneto prequel that entered development hell[image: External link] and the Writer's Guild of America[image: External link] arbitration[image: External link] gave a story credit to Magneto writer Sheldon Turner[image: External link].

First Class entered production in August 2010, with principal photography[image: External link] concluding in December and additional filming finishing in April 2011, just a few weeks before the film's premiere in June 2011. The tight schedule proved a challenge to the six companies responsible for the extensive visual effects, which included computer-generated sets and digital doubles for the actors. Locations included Oxford[image: External link], the Mojave desert[image: External link] and Georgia[image: External link], with soundstage work done in both Pinewood Studios[image: External link] and the 20th Century Fox[image: External link] stages in Los Angeles. The depiction of the 1960s drew inspiration from the James Bond[image: External link] films of the period.

First Class was a box-office success, becoming the seventh highest-grossing in the film series, and received positive reviews from critics and audiences, who praised the fresh revival of the franchise as well as the acting, writing, directing, action, visual effects, and Henry Jackman's score. A sequel titled X-Men: Days of Future Past, also serving as a resolution to the original trilogy's storyline, was released in May 2014, with Singer returning as director and Vaughn as co-writer. Another sequel, X-Men: Apocalypse, was released on May 27, 2016.
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 Plot




In 1944, in a Nazi death camp[image: External link], Nazi[image: External link] scientist Klaus Schmidt witnesses a young Erik Lehnsherr[image: External link] bend a metal gate with his mind when he is separated from his mother. In his office, Schmidt orders Lehnsherr to move a coin on his desk, and kills the boy's mother when Lehnsherr cannot. In grief and anger, Lehnsherr's magnetic power manifests, killing two guards and destroying the room. Meanwhile, at a mansion in Westchester County, New York[image: External link], child telepath[image: External link] Charles Xavier[image: External link] meets young shapeshifter Raven, whose natural form is blue-skinned and scaly. Overjoyed to meet someone "different", like himself, he invites her to live with his family as his foster sister.

In 1962, Lehnsherr is tracking down Schmidt, while Xavier graduates from the University of Oxford[image: External link]. In Las Vegas[image: External link], CIA[image: External link] officer Moira MacTaggert[image: External link] follows U.S. Army Colonel Hendry into the Hellfire Club[image: External link], where she sees Schmidt (now known as Sebastian Shaw[image: External link]), with mutant telepath Emma Frost[image: External link], cyclone-producing Riptide[image: External link], and teleporter[image: External link] Azazel[image: External link]. Threatened by Shaw and teleported by Azazel to the Joint War Room[image: External link], Hendry advocates deployment of nuclear missiles[image: External link] in Turkey[image: External link]. Shaw, an energy-absorbing mutant whose powers have de-aged him, later kills Hendry.

MacTaggert, seeking Xavier's advice on mutation, takes him and Raven to the CIA, where they convince Director McCone that mutants exist and Shaw is a threat. Another CIA officer sponsors the mutants and invites them to the secret "Division X" facility. MacTaggert and Xavier find Shaw as Lehnsherr is attacking him, and rescue Lehnsherr from drowning, while Shaw escapes. Xavier brings Lehnsherr to Division X, where they meet young scientist Hank McCoy[image: External link], a mutant with prehensile feet[image: External link], who believes Raven's DNA may provide a "cure" for their appearance. Xavier uses McCoy's mutant-locating device Cerebro[image: External link] to seek recruits against Shaw. Xavier and Lehnsherr recruit stripper Angel Salvadore[image: External link], cabbie Armando Muñoz[image: External link], Army prisoner Alex Summers[image: External link], and runaway Sean Cassidy[image: External link]. They all create nicknames, and Raven dubs herself "Mystique".

When Frost meets with a Soviet general in the USSR[image: External link], and uses her telepathic powers to pretend to have sex with him, Xavier and Lehnsherr capture Frost and discover that Shaw intends to start World War III[image: External link] and trigger mutant ascendency. Azazel, Riptide and Shaw attack Division X, killing everyone but the mutants, whom Shaw invites to join him. Salvadore accepts; when Summers and Muñoz retaliate, Shaw kills Muñoz. In Moscow, Shaw compels the general to have the USSR install missiles[image: External link] in Cuba[image: External link]. Wearing a helmet that blocks telepathy, Shaw follows the Soviet fleet in a submarine to ensure the missiles break a US blockade.

Raven, thinking McCoy is attracted to her in her natural form, tells him not to use the cure. When she later attempts to seduce Lehnsherr by taking the forms of various women, Lehnsherr tells her she is beautiful as she is, in her natural mutant form. McCoy uses the cure on himself but it backfires, giving him blue fur and leonine aspects. With McCoy piloting, the mutants and MacTaggert take a jet to the blockade line, where Xavier uses his telepathy to influence a Soviet sailor to destroy the ship carrying the missiles, and Lehnsherr uses his magnetic power to lift Shaw's submarine from the water and deposit it on land. During the ensuing battle, Lehnsherr seizes Shaw's helmet, allowing Xavier to immobilize Shaw. Lehnsherr tells Shaw he shares Shaw's exclusivist[image: External link] view of mutants but, to avenge his mother, kills Shaw—over Xavier's objections—by forcing the Nazi coin from his childhood through Shaw's brain.

Fearing the mutants, both fleets fire missiles at them, which Lehnsherr turns back in mid-flight. MacTaggert tries to stop Lehnsherr by shooting him but he deflects the bullets, one of which hits Xavier in the spine. Lehnsherr rushes to help Xavier and, distracted, allows the missiles to fall harmlessly into the ocean. Parting with Xavier over their differing views on the relationship between mutants and humans, Lehnsherr leaves with Salvadore, Azazel, Riptide and Mystique. Later, a wheelchair-bound Xavier and his mutants are at the mansion, where he intends to open a school. MacTaggert promises never to reveal his location and they kiss; later at a CIA debriefing, she says she has no memory of recent events. Elsewhere Lehnsherr, now calling himself "Magneto", frees Frost from confinement.
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James McAvoy[image: External link] as Charles Xavier / Professor X[image: External link]:




	The telepathic mutant leader and founder of the X-Men[image: External link]. He is a close friend of Erik Lehnsherr until their differing views of mutantkind's place in humanity create a schism between them. McAvoy was Vaughn's top choice for Xavier, and, after being cast, auditioned with every actor considered for Magneto to test the duo's chemistry.[6] McAvoy said he did not read comic books as a child, but added that he was a fan of the X-Men cartoons[image: External link] from the age of 10. While he describes the older Charles Xavier as "a monk... a selfless, egoless almost sexless force for the betterment of humanity and mortality", he says that the younger Xavier is a very different person: "It's quite fun because the complete opposite of that is an ego-fueled, sexed up self-serving dude. And not going too far with it, but he's definitely got an ego and he's definitely got a sex drive as well."[7] McAvoy admitted to feeling similarities between Xavier/Magneto and Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link]/Malcolm X[image: External link] stating that the film was "sort of like meeting them at a point where they are still finding out who they are and you are still seeing some of the events that shaped them."[8] McAvoy avoided doing any callbacks to Patrick Stewart[image: External link]'s performance as Xavier as Vaughn told him and Michael Fassbender to only take the allusion to Xavier and Magneto's old friendship in the other movies as inspiration.[9] Vaughn stated that since he considered that Professor X was "a bit of a pious, sanctimonious boring character, and he's got too much fucking power", the script would make young Xavier more interesting by "making him more of a rogue" who would become more responsible as his mission of finding more mutants went on.[6]

	
Laurence Belcher[image: External link] as 12-year-old Charles Xavier.[10]









	
Michael Fassbender as Erik Lehnsherr / Magneto[image: External link]:




	A mutant capable of manipulating and generating electromagnetic fields. He becomes Xavier's friend and ally until their philosophical differences create a schism between them. Fassbender had auditioned for an earlier Matthew Vaughn project, and the director had remembered him and sent Fassbender the X-Men script. Though Fassbender knew little of the superhero team, he became interested in the part after reading the script and familiarizing himself with Magneto in the comic books. Fassbender, who saw Lehnsherr as a Machiavellian[image: External link] character who is neither good nor evil, watched Sir Ian McKellen[image: External link]'s performances to get the flavor of Magneto, but ultimately chose to "paint a new canvas" with the character, "just going my own way and working with whatever is in the comic books and the script."[11] Vaughn said Lehnsherr "is straight up cool; he's Han Solo[image: External link] while Professor X is Obi-Wan Kenobi[image: External link]".[12] [note 1]

	
Bill Milner[image: External link] as 14-year-old Erik Lehnsherr.[13]









	
Jennifer Lawrence as Raven Darkhölme / Mystique:




	A shape-shifting mutant who is Charles Xavier's childhood friend and adoptive sister. After the dramatic Winter's Bone, Lawrence sought First Class to do "something a little lighter".[14] Despite having not seen any of the X-Men films, the actress watched them and became a fan, which led her to accept the role as well, as did the prospect of working with Vaughn, McAvoy and Fassbender.[15] Vaughn said Lawrence was picked because "she could pull off the challenging dichotomy that Raven faces as she transforms into Mystique; that vulnerability that shields a powerful inner strength."[16] Lawrence had some reservations about her performance due to Mystique's previous portrayal by Rebecca Romijn, as she considered Romijn to be "the most gorgeous person in the world",[15] and felt their portrayals were very contrasting, feeling hers was "sweet and naive" while Romijn was "sultry and mean".[16] The actress went on a diet and had to work out for two hours daily to keep in shape,[17] and for Mystique's blue form, Lawrence had to undergo an eight-hour make-up process similar to that of Romijn on the other films.[12] The first day with make-up even caused blisters[image: External link] to appear on Lawrence's upper body.[16]

	
Morgan Lily[image: External link] as 9-year-old Raven Darkhölme: with the actress wearing a slip-on bodysuit and facial appliances which only took one hour and a half to apply, as subjecting a child actor to the extensive make-up was impractical.[18]


	
Rebecca Romijn as adult Raven Darkhölme: a brief uncredited cameo, which Vaughn added as an in-joke—the script has Raven "becom[ing] Brigitte Bardot[image: External link] or Marilyn Monroe, like an older sex icon of those times".[19]









	
Rose Byrne[image: External link] as Moira MacTaggert[image: External link]:




	A CIA agent who befriends Xavier and Lehnsherr. Byrne said she was unfamiliar with both the comics and the film series, except for "what a juggernaut of a film it was". The actress was cast late into production,[20] which had already begun by the time she was picked for the role. MacTaggert was described by Byrne as "a woman in a man’s world, she’s very feisty and ambitious—you know, she’s got a toughness about her which I liked".[21]





	
Nicholas Hoult as Dr. Hank McCoy / Beast[image: External link]:




	A genius scientist who has mutant abilities similar to those of the great apes. He attempts to cure himself of what he believes to be physically debilitating aspects of his mutation only to be transformed into a frightening-looking blue-furred apeman with leonine attributes. Despite his new appearance, he is kind and caring at heart. Broadway actor Benjamin Walker[image: External link] was previously cast as Beast, but eventually turned down the role to star in the Broadway musical Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson[image: External link].[22] Hoult was chosen for being "gentle with a capability of being fierce",[12] and admitted to being both an X-Men fan and enthusiastic on both returning to the action genre after 2010's Clash of the Titans[image: External link] and working with the film's cast.[23] The actor had to use makeup that took four hours to apply when Hank becomes the Beast, which include a mask, contact lenses, a furry muscle suit and fake teeth.[12] As Vaughn wanted Beast to look more feral than the version Kelsey Grammer[image: External link] played in X-Men: The Last Stand, the redesign went through various tests, which tried to make Beast not resemble any particular animal but still look like Hoult, as well as with a furry body,[24] which makeup artist Alec Gillis of Amalgamated Dynamics[image: External link] likened to "something akin to a wolf's pelt on his face, his arms-everywhere". The suits employed actual dyed fur from fox pelts.[18]





	
Lucas Till[image: External link] as Alex Summers / Havok[image: External link]:




	A mutant who has the ability to absorb energy and discharge it as blasts. The producers told Till his audition served for both Havok and Beast, and the actor replied that despite his lifelong dream of playing a superhero, "I know you'll kill me, but if I get Beast, I'm not in the movie. I'm not going through that makeup everyday [ sic[image: External link]]."[25]





	
Caleb Landry Jones[image: External link] as Sean Cassidy / Banshee[image: External link]:




	A mutant capable of emitting incredibly strong ultrasonic screams, sonic blasts, sonic bursts, and sonic waves used in various ways including as a means of flight. Jones auditioned without knowing what X-Men character he was up for,[26] saying he auditioned because it was a superhero that fit his biotype: "I've got red hair and freckles, I'm not gonna be Batman[image: External link], Robin[image: External link] or Spider-Man[image: External link]".[27] The actor also stated that the script defined the character more than the comics, as Banshee went through various reinventions in print. Given Banshee gets involved with MacTaggert in the comics, Jones also tried to "look at her just a little bit differently, you know, when I can."[26] As Jones suffers from acrophobia[image: External link], using the rig that was to depict Banshee's flight required much preparation time with the stunt team.[12]





	
Kevin Bacon[image: External link] as Dr. Klaus Schmidt / Sebastian Shaw[image: External link]:




	A former mutant Nazi scientist and the leader of the Hellfire Club[image: External link], a secret society bent on taking over the world. He has the power of absorbing and redirecting kinetic and radiated energy. Producer Lauren Shuler Donner[image: External link] said Bacon was considered for Shaw for being an actor who could convey a villain "with different shades, that's not always clear that he's the bad guy".[27] Vaughn added that Bacon "had that bravado that Shaw needed", while stating that the actor was his top choice along with Colin Firth[image: External link].[6] Bacon accepted the role as he was a fan of Vaughn's Kick-Ass[image: External link], and liked both the character of Shaw and the script, which he described as "a fresh look at the franchise, but also the comic book movies in general".[28] The actor considered that Shaw was a sociopath to whom "the morality of the world did not apply", with producer Simon Kinberg[image: External link] adding that Bacon portrayed him as "somebody, who in his mind, is the hero of the movie". Bacon also said that, "aside from the kind of evil side, I portrayed him as kind of a Hugh Hefner[image: External link] type".[27] Vaughn discarded Shaw's look from the comics as he felt he would "look like an Austin Powers[image: External link] villain".[9]





	
Jason Flemyng[image: External link] as Azazel[image: External link]:




	A mutant who has the ability to teleport[image: External link], and is also a member of the Hellfire Club. Flemyng, who had previously been considered for Beast in The Last Stand, said he did not want more make-up heavy roles after playing Calibos in Clash of the Titans, but made an exception for Azazel as he liked working with Vaughn. Due to the Cold War setting, Flemyng tried to imply that Azazel is Russian to partly explain his pleasure in killing CIA agents.[29] The actor spent eight weeks with fight training, particularly with swords, and had to undergo a four-hour make-up process, which like Mystique was designed by Spectral Motion—but did not include Azazel's tail, which was computer-generated.[18] Shuler Donner considered that the problems with the shade of red on Azazel's skin - "some looked like the Devil, some like a man wearing red paint" - was overcome by adding scars that made him more human, eyes brighter than Flemyng's own, and "a black mane of hair that seemed to tie everything in".[24]





	
Oliver Platt[image: External link] as Man In Black Suit:




	A CIA[image: External link] agent and head of Division X, a government agency working with the X-Men.[30] Vaughn had considered his friend Dexter Fletcher[image: External link] for the part, but the studio felt the cast had too many British actors,[6] and Fletcher himself declined, to direct Wild Bill[image: External link].[31]





	
January Jones[image: External link] as Emma Frost[image: External link]





	An extremely strong mutant telepath[image: External link] who can also change her entire body into hard diamond[image: External link] form which grants her superhuman strength, stamina, psionic immunity, and durability, at the cost of using her telepathic abilities. She is a member of the Hellfire Club. Prior to Jones' casting, Alice Eve[image: External link] was the subject of what Variety called "widespread Internet reports" that Eve "was set to play Emma Frost, although no deal was in place."[13] Jones accepted the role to get something different from her job in the TV series Mad Men[image: External link]. While discovering that like the show First Class was set in the 1960s, the actress considered that: "[Frost]'s so, so far from Betty[image: External link] and from Mad Men, and it takes place in that time but it doesn’t feel like a period movie." The actress described the revealing costumes of the character as "insane," saying, "She's got quite the bod, which is very intimidating". The actress stated that she did only a limited exercise routine to keep in shape, as "I'm a petite person, so I didn't want to go into a strict workout and eating regime."[32]





	
Edi Gathegi[image: External link] as Armando Muñoz / Darwin[image: External link]:




	A mutant with the ability of "reactive evolution[image: External link]." Gathegi became interested in a role in the X-Men films after seeing X2[image: External link], and had previously auditioned for Agent Zero[image: External link] in X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link]. He read for Banshee while auditioning for First Class, and only learned he was playing Darwin a few days prior to the shoot. Gathegi worked out and entered an eating regime to get in shape, and also researched the comics about his character.[33] All of Darwin's transformations—getting gills, turning his skin into concrete—were done through computer graphics,[12] with a computer-generated version of Gathegi that could seamlessly blend in and out of the human form.[34]





	
Zoë Kravitz[image: External link] as Angel Salvadore[image: External link]:




	A mutant with dragonfly wings which are tattooed on her body and possesses acidic saliva. The make-up team took four hours to apply Angel's wing tattoo on Kravitz, and the visual effects team had to erase the tattoo in case the scene required Angel with the computer-generated wings.[34] To depict flight, Kravitz stood on elevated platforms and was dangled on wires,[12] at times from a helicopter to allow for varied camera angles.[34]





	
Álex González[image: External link] as Janos Quested / Riptide[image: External link]:




	A mutant member of the Hellfire Club, with the ability to create powerful whirlwinds from his hands and body. First Class marks the first English-language film for González, who auditioned while taking English classes in London. He enjoyed playing a villain as most of his film roles in Spain were for "good guys", and compared Riptide's respectable and polite personality, which can suddenly be dropped to perform fierce attacks, to a hurricane; in a translation of a Portuguese-language interview, he is quoted as saying, "When I see a hurricane from far, it is calm. The only thing I can see is a kind of tube. But from inside, up close, it is really dangerous."[35]





	
Matt Craven[image: External link] as CIA Director McCone[image: External link]:




	A director of the CIA.




	
Rade Šerbedžija[image: External link] as Russian General




	A high-ranking Soviet military official during the early 1960s.




	
Glenn Morshower[image: External link] as Colonel Robert Hendry




	A US Army officer coerced by the Hellfire Club.



Other cast members include Annabelle Wallis[image: External link] as Amy, a young woman with heterochromia[image: External link]; Don Creech[image: External link] as CIA Agent Stryker, father of Major William Stryker[image: External link] (a character who appears in X2, X-Men Origins: Wolverine, X-Men: Days of Future Past, and X-Men: Apocalypse);[36] Michael Ironside[image: External link]; Ray Wise[image: External link];[37] James Remar[image: External link]; Brendan Fehr[image: External link]; and Aleksander Krupa[image: External link] also portrayed small roles in this film. Hugh Jackman[image: External link] reprises his role as Logan / Wolverine[image: External link] in an uncredited cameo in a bar, dismissing an approach by Xavier and Lehnsherr to join them. Jackman said he accepted the offer to appear because "it sounded perfect to me", particularly for Wolverine being the only character with a swear word.[38] X-Men creator Stan Lee[image: External link], who appeared in the first and third movie and regularly cameos in other Marvel-based movies, explained that he was unable to participate in First Class because "they shot it too far away".[39]
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During the production of X2[image: External link], producer Lauren Shuler Donner[image: External link] had discussed the idea of a film focusing on the young X-Men with the crew, which was met with approval; the concept was revived during the production of X-Men: The Last Stand.[40] One of The Last Stand's writers, Zak Penn[image: External link], was hired to write and direct this spin-off,[41] but this idea later fell through.[42] Penn explained in 2007 that "the original idea was to have me do a young X-Men spin-off, a spin-off of the young X-Men characters. But someone came up with a pretty interesting idea [...] it was this guy who worked with me named Mike Chamoy, he worked a lot with me on X3. He came up with how to do a young X-Men movie which is not what you'd expect."[42]

Around the same time, in December 2004, 20th Century Fox[image: External link] hired screenwriter Sheldon Turner[image: External link] to draft a spin-off X-Men film, and he chose to write Magneto, pitching it as "The Pianist[image: External link] meets X-Men."[43] According to Turner, the script he penned was set from 1939 to 1955,[44] following Magneto trying to survive in Auschwitz[image: External link]. He meets Xavier, a young soldier, during the liberation of the camp. He hunts down the Nazi[image: External link] war criminals who tortured him, and this lust for vengeance turns him and Xavier into enemies.[45] In April 2007, David S. Goyer[image: External link] was hired to direct. The film would take place mostly in flashbacks[image: External link] with actors in their twenties, with Ian McKellen's older Magneto as a framing device[image: External link],[45] and some usage of the computer-generated[image: External link] facelift applied to him in the prologue of X-Men: The Last Stand,[46] McKellen reiterated his hope to open and close the film.[47] The Magneto film was planned to shoot in Australia for a 2009 release,[48][49] but it was delayed by the 2007-2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link].[50]

As producer Simon Kinberg[image: External link] read the comic series X-Men: First Class[image: External link], he suggested studio 20th Century Fox[image: External link] to adapt it. Kinberg, however, did not want to follow the comic too much, as he felt "it was not fresh enough in terms of storytelling", considering them too similar to Twilight[image: External link] and John Hughes[image: External link] movies, and also because the producers wanted an adaptation that would introduce new characters.[40] Both Kinberg and Shuler Donner said that they wanted characters with visuals and powers that had not been seen and that worked well as an ensemble, even if they did not work together in the comics.[27] Shuler Donner later said that the original idea was to green-light[image: External link] First Class depending on the success of X-Men Origins: Magneto.[51] That project was seeking approval to film in Washington, D.C.[image: External link],[52] and by December 2008, Goyer said filming would begin if X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link] was successful. The story was moved forward to 1962, and involves Xavier and Magneto battling a villain.[53]

In 2008, Josh Schwartz[image: External link] was hired to write the screenplay, while declining the possibility of directing X-Men: First Class.[54] Fox later approached Bryan Singer[image: External link], director of X-Men[image: External link] and X2, in October 2009.[55] Schwartz later said that Singer dismissed his work as "he wanted to make a very different kind of movie",[56] with the director instead writing his own treatment[image: External link] which was then developed into a new script by Jamie Moss[image: External link].[55]

In 2009, Ian McKellen confirmed that he would not be reprising his role as Magneto in the Origins movie citing his age,[57] and Shuler Donner stated that the movie might never be made,[58] stating it was "at the back of the queue" in the studio's priorities.[59] Both Donner and Bryan Singer have stated that Magneto would not be produced as the plot of X-Men: First Class "superseded" the story of the planned film.[60][61] Singer denied using Sheldon Turner's script for Magneto as inspiration to write his draft of First Class,[62] but the Writer's Guild of America[image: External link] arbitration[image: External link] still credited Turner for the film's story, while Moss and Schwartz's collaborations ended up uncredited.[63][64] Singer set the film in a period where Xavier and Magneto were in their twenties, and seeing that it was during the 1960s, added the Cuban Missile Crisis as a backdrop, considering it would be interesting to "discuss this contemporary concept in a historical context". Shuler Donner suggested the Hellfire Club[image: External link] as the villains.[40]

In addition to Moss, Ashley Edward Miller[image: External link] and Zack Stentz[image: External link] were hired to rewrite the script. Miller compared it tonally to Singer's work on the first two X-Men films.[65] The pair centered the film on Xavier and Magneto's relationship, and wrote the other characters and storylines in terms of "how they fit in the tension between Erik and Charles".[40] Singer dropped out of the director's position in March 2010 due to his commitment to a Jack the Giant Killer[image: External link] adaptation. He formalized his duties from director to producer.[66]

The producers listed various possible directors, but at first did not consider Matthew Vaughn because he started working on The Last Stand before backing out. After seeing Vaughn's satirical superhero film Kick-Ass[image: External link] (2010), Kinberg decided to contact Vaughn to see if he would be interested in First Class.[40] When Fox offered Vaughn the "chance to reboot X-Men and put your stamp all over it", he first thought the studio was joking, but accepted after discovering that it was to be set in the 1960s.[67] The director stated that First Class would become the opportunity to combine many of his dream projects: "I got my cake and ate it[image: External link], managed to do an X-Men movie, and a Bond[image: External link] thing, and a Frankenheimer[image: External link] political thriller at the same time".[6] Vaughn signed on as Singer's replacement in May 2010, and Fox subsequently announced a June 3, 2011 release date.[68] Vaughn also rewrote the script with his screenwriting partner Jane Goldman[image: External link], adding new characters and changing existing character arcs and dynamics—for instance, the idea of a love triangle between Xavier, Magneto and Moira MacTaggert was cut.[40] The character of Sunspot[image: External link] was also cut, as the director felt that "we didn't have enough time or money" to make the character work. Vaughn and Goldman considered including mentions to the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link], but ultimately the director felt that "I had enough political subplot in this movie". Vaughn stated that his biggest concern was to both make Erik and Charles' friendship believable given the short timespan of the film, and on how the character of Magneto was built - "Shaw was the villain, but now you're seeing all those elements of Shaw going into Magneto."[6] An action scene that was to have been set in a dream sequence with revolving rooms was scrapped after the release of Inception[image: External link] (2010).[69]

Describing his thought process towards the material, Vaughn said he was motivated by "unfinished business" with Marvel, having been previously involved with the production of both X-Men: The Last Stand[67] and Thor[image: External link].[70] Vaughn declared that he was more enthusiastic about First Class than The Last Stand due to not being constrained by the previous installments, and having the opportunity to "start fresh", while "nodding towards" the successful elements from those films.[70] Vaughn compared First Class to both Batman Begins[image: External link] (2005), which restarted a franchise with an unseen approach,[71] and the 2009 Star Trek[image: External link] film, which paid homage to the original source material while taking it in a new direction with a fresh, young cast.[72] Regarding continuity, Vaughn said his intention was "to make as good a film that could stand on its own two feet regardless of all the other films" and also that could " reboot[image: External link] and start a whole new X-Men franchise".[70] Goldman added the film was kind of an "alternate history[image: External link]" for the X-Men, saying that while rebooting, the writers did not want to go fully "against the canon[image: External link] of the X-Men trilogy", comparing to the various approaches the comic had in over fifty years of publication.[73]

The film also rescues a central concept in the comics, the fact that radiation is one of the causes of genetic mutation in the X-Men fictional universe, and incorporates it in the storyline, resurrecting the concept which went unused in the last years, as writers in the comics more recently have attributed the phenomenon of mutation mostly to evolution and natural selection.
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Principal photography[image: External link] began on August 31, 2010, in Oxford[image: External link], England, which included St Aldate[image: External link]'s street and some of the University of Oxford's buildings, and lasted for two days.[74] Production then moved to Pinewood Studios[image: External link] in Iver[image: External link],[75] and to Georgia[image: External link] in October, including Tybee Island[image: External link], Thunderbolt[image: External link] and Savannah[image: External link],[76] after sites in Louisiana[image: External link], North Carolina[image: External link][77] and West Michigan[image: External link] were considered.[78] Jekyll Island was chosen over Tybee Island[image: External link] after a producer reviewed the locations on Google Earth[image: External link] and thought the water near Jekyll looked more blue.[77] Palm trees were planted into the island's sand so that it would look more like a tropical beach, but the cold weather caused many of the palm trees to become brown or die only days into the shoot, necessitating significant digital color correction from the visual effects team.[34] Additional location shooting took place in Russia.[79] A section of the plot is set in the Argentine coastal city of Villa Gesell[image: External link], but was filmed in another province of the country with no beach but with mountains instead.[18][80] Washington, D.C., the Mojave Desert[image: External link] and Fox's soundstages in Los Angeles also served as locations.[18] The Englefield House[image: External link] in Berkshire[image: External link] served as the X-Mansion[image: External link], and had its interior decoration adapted to resemble the way the mansion looked in the previous films. Both the submarine and the X-Jet[image: External link] were built on hydraulic sets so that they could be rotated for the vehicles' movements.[81] Principal photography ended in December,[82] but additional filming, primarily in California at Los Angeles and Long Beach[image: External link],[83][84] continued into April 2011, leaving only three to four weeks for post-production before the film's scheduled premiere in June.[82] The tight schedule to meet the release date led Vaughn to declare that he had "never worked under such time pressure".[84] The film cost approximately $160 million to produce without tax breaks,[85] with the eventual cost around $140 million.[4]

The 1960s setting of X-Men: First Class, technologically inspired by the James Bond films[image: External link] of that era, also added to the international feel of the characters.[79] Kinberg said the series was a major influence for the way they "did a cool job representing the period, in a way it still felt muscular and action-oriented", and Vaughn added that Magneto was his attempt to recreate Sean Connery[image: External link]'s Bond[image: External link] in both style and the "badass, charming, ruthless and sweet" personality.[81] The director said his goal was to "feel like a '60s Bond film, but with a little bit of reality it could be grounded in. I wanted there to be just a hint of this world of the mutants coming through. A mutant in this world having powers needed to be the equivalent of you or I sneezing, as normal as possible, at least until the humans start seeing it for the first time."[9] At the same time, Vaughn tried to do the "bloody hard balancing" of modern and antique to recreate the 1960s in way it was "not so alien to the kids that it looked like a period piece[image: External link]."[81] The director also tried to depict the era still in a realistic way, particularly "that 60s misogynist[image: External link] vibe" with women in skimpy suits, and McTaggert's reliability as a CIA agent being questioned.[6]

Vaughn said he shot the film in a way it resembled the productions of the 1960s, with "very traditional framing, and camera movement when it needs to move, not just throwing it around and whizz-bang",[6] and using the anamorphic[image: External link] format "to create a widescreen experience, which is emblematic of '60s movies, such as the James Bond films".[18] The director had to hire five cinematographers[image: External link] - with sole credit being given to John Mathieson[image: External link], who came halfway through the shoot and did "forty-five percent, fifty-five percent" of the film - and four assistant directors[image: External link] to successfully convey the look he wanted for the film.[6][9] Visual effects supervisor Matt Johnson added that for the lighting of the digital interior of Cerebro, "keeping with the '60s vibe, we put in some old school elements such as lens flare[image: External link] and chromatic aberration[image: External link] and edge fringing[image: External link]."[18] The aesthetics of the decade were also invoked by designers Simon Clowes and Kyle Cooper of Prologue Films, who were responsible for the end credits and tried to do something that "could be done with traditional optical". The credits animation depicts DNA strands through simple geometric shapes, drawing inspiration from both Saul Bass[image: External link] and Maurice Binder[image: External link]'s work in the Bond films.[86]

The origin story made the X-Men costumes resemble the ones in the original comics, while still being functional, with the yellow parts resembling Kevlar[image: External link] and the blue looking like ballistic nylon[image: External link], and resembling 1962 apparel in both the fabrics and the "Space Age[image: External link] fashion". The costumes tried to convey the character personalities—for instance, Xavier wore loose clothes, and Emma Frost's costumes were white and shimmery. Magneto's costume at the film's ending also closely resembled the original version from the comics, and three versions of his helmet were made, two to fit Fassbender's head and one for Bacon's.[87]
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First Class employed 1,150 visual effects shots,[88] which were done by six companies:[18] Rhythm & Hues[image: External link] was responsible for Emma Frost, Mystique and Angel, as well as set extensions; Cinesite[image: External link] handled Azazel, the visuals for Cerebro and environment effects; Luma Pictures[image: External link] did Banshee, Havok and Darwin; Moving Picture Company[image: External link] did Beast, Riptide, and the scene where Shaw's yacht is destroyed and he escapes in a submarine; Digital Domain[image: External link] created Sebastian Shaw's powers, and Weta Digital[image: External link] was responsible for the climactic battle in Cuba.[34] The overall coordination was provided by visual effects designer John Dykstra[image: External link], who said the biggest difficulty was the tight schedule: "It was slightly less than a year and I've never done anything like that before ( Spider-Man[image: External link] was frequently two years)."[88] British company 4dMax employed special 3D scanners[image: External link] to digitize data of the sets and actors which would be used by the effects companies.[18] This allowed for computer-generated sets such as the mirrored nuclear reactor where Magneto battles Shaw[88]—for which the effects team used the mirror maze fight in Enter the Dragon[image: External link] as a reference—and the domed walls of Cerebro. Digital models of Washington and Moscow were also created based on photographs of the actual cities,[34] with the Russian one in particular having vehicles and military hardware based on videos of a 1962 Red Square[image: External link], and a digital army doing an actual Soviet-style march[image: External link]. With the exception of scenes featuring the actors on ships (shot on a small bridge[image: External link] set) and the X-Jet (done on a set replicating the front two-thirds of the aircraft, which was mounted atop a roller wheel so it could be spun) the naval battle was entirely digital, featuring a simulated ocean and high resolution 3D models of the X-Jet, Shaw's submarine and 16 warships. The designs were mostly based on real vehicles, with the jet being a modified SR-71 Blackbird[image: External link], the submarine a combination of various models from the 1940s and 1950s, and replicas of the actual US and USSR fleets in the 1960s — though a few were not in service in 1962. A particular Soviet cruiser was a larger version of the Kresta I[image: External link] and II[image: External link], leading Weta to dub it the Kresta III.[18] Practical effects[image: External link] were still used whenever possible, such as having on location most of the objects young Erik throws after his mother's death, actors and stuntmen dangled from wires, and real explosions and light effects as reference for Havok's beams.[12]

While in the comics Shaw's absorption power was depicted by having him grow up to ten times his original size, First Class instead does what company Digital Domain[image: External link] called a "kinetic echo", where a digital Kevin Bacon would be rippled, deformed and at times multiplied in repeated "iterations" that appear in a short period, to "see [Shaw] displace and deform in a kinetic and organic way".[12] According to Dykstra, the biggest problem with Frost's diamond body was depicting it "without looking like she was made of Jell-o[image: External link] or the polygon model[image: External link] of a human being".[88] The morphed Frost, which the visual effects tried to make look more like a faceted crystal than glass,[88] was rotomated[image: External link] into Jones in the live-action plates, while still retaining the actress' eyes and lips.[18] As the character kept on going in and out of her diamond form, a motion capture[image: External link] tracking suit could not be employed, so instead the effects team used both gray and chrome balls and a jumpsuit covered in mirrors—which also served as a lighting reference.[12][34] For Angel's digital wings, the animators studied slow-motion footage of dragonflies to create the wing pattern in a realistic way,[18] and the designers added iridescence[image: External link] to "make the wings prettier".[89] The visual of Banshee's screams was done through a digital ring-like structure based on renderings of sound waves such as Schlieren photography[image: External link].[18][34] The visual for Havok's blasts employed similar rings,[34] concentrated in beams or rings of light which were then match moved[image: External link] into Till's mimed throwing.[18] For Banshee's flight, the visual effects team used digital doubles only for distant shots, with closer ones employing Jones shot in a special flight rig.[18] Azazel's teleporting was made to resemble the "inky smoky effects" used with Nightcrawler[image: External link], who appeared in X2 and is Azazel's son in the comics.[18] However, while Nightcrawler only left a smoke trail, the visual effects team had Azazel accompanied by digital fire and smoke "because he was more closely aligned with the devil". The fire was also used "as a mask to hide or reveal the body", according to effects supervisor Matt Johnson.[34] Since the visible part of whirlwinds are the dust and dirt sucked up by them, the ones Riptide produces were made to resemble "a tornado of gas, made out of nothingness" by visual effects supervisor Nicolas Aithadi. The final product was mostly a practical effect made with dry ice[image: External link], which was augmented by computer-generated imagery[image: External link].[18] The visual effects team portrayed Mystique's abilities slightly differently due to this being a younger version, with "the scales being slightly longer and the transformation being slightly showier than when she became the more mature Rebecca."[88] For Beast, computer graphics depicted his simian-like feet, the transformation sequence, and a few facial replacements for when Beast opened his mouth wider than the mask on Hoult's face allowed.[18]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music




Henry Jackman[image: External link], who had worked with Vaughn in Kick-Ass[image: External link], composed the score. Following the James Bond influences on First Class, Jackman drew inspiration from John Barry's[image: External link] work in the said series, which he described as "extremely posh pop music".[90] Jackman started his work with a " Superman[image: External link]-style theme", which is only featured in the final parts of the film as Vaughn thought it was too "successful and triumphant" for a disjointed and up-and-coming team. Therefore, Vaughn reworked a 'stretched' half time[image: External link] version of the theme into the remainder of the film. The themes for Magneto and Shaw have similarities to reflect their "perverted father-son" relationship, with even a seamless transition during the scene where Shaw is killed to represent Lensherr's full transformation into Magneto.[91]

In a roundtable interview with multiple news outlets, Vaughn responded to a question about choosing "Love Love[image: External link]" by the British band Take That[image: External link] for the end-credits theme, explaining, "I bumped into [the band's lead singer] Gary [Barlow][image: External link] in [Los Angeles], and we were just talking, and I said, 'Do you want to come and see a rough cut of it?’ And they came, and they wrote the song, and I listened to it, and I said, ‘I think it’ll be a hit’, and if we can do a video which gets girls more interested ... we might get them to come and watch it. So it’s pure commerce, to be blunt, and I want women to see this film."[6] An instrumental of the song "Run (I'm a Natural Disaster)[image: External link]" by Gnarls Barkley[image: External link] is used in the 'mutant recruitment' scene.

All music composed by Henry Jackman[image: External link].



	Track listing



	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"First Class"
	3:20



	2.
	"Pain and Anger"
	2:58



	3.
	"Would You Date Me?"
	1:44



	4.
	"Not That Sort of Bank"
	3:27



	5.
	"Frankenstein's Monster"
	3:03



	6.
	"What Am I Thinking"
	2:10



	7.
	"Cerebro"
	2:23



	8.
	"Mobilise for Russia"
	1:18



	9.
	"Rise Up to Rule"
	5:56



	10.
	"Cold War"
	3:20



	11.
	"X-Training"
	4:27



	12.
	"Rage and Serenity"
	2:06



	13.
	"To Beast or Not to Beast"
	4:47



	14.
	"True Colors"
	1:51



	15.
	"Let Battle Commence"
	4:45



	16.
	"Sub Lift"
	2:19



	17.
	"Coup d'état"
	2:15



	18.
	"Mutant and Proud"
	3:28



	19.
	"X-Men"
	2:59



	20.
	"Magneto"
	1:53



	Total length:
	60:14
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 Release and reception




The premiere for X-Men: First Class took place at the Ziegfeld Theatre[image: External link] in New York City, on May 25, 2011.[92] The promotional campaign aimed for non-traditional partners, with Fox signing deals with Farmers Insurance Group[image: External link], BlackBerry Playbook[image: External link] and the U.S. Army.[93] Wrigley Australia[image: External link] issued an X-Men themed edition of their 5 chewing gum[image: External link].[94]
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 Critical response




On review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film holds an approval rating of 86% based on 272 reviews, with an average rating of 7.4/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "With a strong script, stylish direction, and powerful performances from its well-rounded cast, X-Men: First Class is a welcome return to form for the franchise."[95] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film received a score of 65 out of 100, based on 38 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[96] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an average grade of "B+" on an A+ to F scale.[97]

Among the major trade publications, Todd McCarthy of The Hollywood Reporter described the film as "audacious, confident and fueled by youthful energy", and said that "director Vaughn impressively maintains a strong focus dedicated to clarity and dramatic power ... and orchestrates the mayhem with a laudable coherence, a task made easier by a charging, churning score by Henry Jackman...".[98] Justin Chang of Variety said the film "feels swift, sleek and remarkably coherent", and that "the visual effects designed by John Dykstra are smoothly and imaginatively integrated..."[99] Frank Lovece[image: External link] of Film Journal International[image: External link] lauded "a wickedly smart script with a multilayered theme that ... never loses sight of its ultimate story, and makes each emotional motivation interlock, often shockingly playing for keeps with its characters. This is not a kids' movie."[100]

In consumer publications, Lisa Schwarzbaum[image: External link] of Entertainment Weekly praised "the kind of youthful, Brit-knockabout pop energy director Matthew Vaughn absorbed from his previous collaborations as producer of director Guy Ritchie[image: External link]'s bloke-y larks", and found McAvoy and Fassbender "a casting triumph. These two have, yes, real star magnetism, both individually and together: They're both cool and intense, suave and unaffected, playful and dead serious about their grand comic-book work."[101] Peter Howell of the Toronto Star[image: External link] called it "a blockbuster with brains" and said Vaughn "brings similar freshness to this comic creation as he did to Kick-Ass[image: External link], and manages to do so while hewing to the saga's serious dramatic intent."[102]
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 Box office




X-Men: First Class went on general release on June 3, 2011. In North America, the film opened on approximately 6,900 screens at 3,641 locations, debuting atop the weekend box office with earnings of $55.1 million across the three days,[103][104] including $3.4 million in its Friday midnight launch.[105] This opening was much lower than the opening weekends of X-Men: The Last Stand ($102.7 million), X2 ($85.5 million), and X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link] ($85.0 million), but slightly higher than the original film[image: External link] ($54.5 million).[104] Executives at 20th Century Fox[image: External link] stated they had achieved their goal by opening with about the same numbers as the first X-Men film and that it was an excellent start to a new chapter of the franchise.[103]

First Class also opened 8,900 locations in 74 overseas markets, which brought in $61 million during the weekend—standing third in the overseas ranking behind Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides[image: External link] and The Hangover Part II[image: External link]. The film opened atop the box office in twenty countries, with the biggest grosses being in the United Kingdom ($9 million, including previews), France ($7.1 million), Mexico ($5 million), South Korea ($5.4 million) and Australia ($5.1 million).[106] In its second weekend X-Men: First Class dropped 56.2 percent, the second smallest second weekend drop in the franchise behind X2: X-Men United (53.2 percent), and came in with $24.1 million, in second place to Super 8[image: External link].[107] Overseas, it rose to number two behind Kung Fu Panda 2[image: External link], with $42.2 million.[108] The film grossed $146,408,305 in the United States and Canada and $207,215,819 in foreign markets, bringing its worldwide total to $353,624,124.[5]
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 Home media




X-Men: First Class was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] September 9, 2011 in the US, and in the UK on October 31, 2011.[109][110] The home release topped the sales charts in the United States[111] with approximately 385,000 DVDs.[112] Blu-ray accounted for 60 percent of first-week disc sales, amounting to about 575,000 discs.[113] In the UK it sold 150,000 units.[114]
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 Accolades






	Year of ceremony
	Award
	Category
	Recipients
	Result



	2011
	National Board of Review Awards[image: External link][115]
	Spotlight Award
	Michael Fassbender (Also for Shame[image: External link], A Dangerous Method[image: External link], and Jane Eyre[image: External link])
	Won



	Los Angeles Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link][116]
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Michael Fassbender (Also for Shame[image: External link], A Dangerous Method[image: External link], and Jane Eyre[image: External link])
	Won



	2011 Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][117]
	Choice Movie: Female Breakout Star
	Jennifer Lawrence
	Nominated



	Zoë Kravitz
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Villain[image: External link]
	Kevin Bacon
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Chemistry
	Lucas Till, Jennifer Lawrence, Nicholas Hoult, Zoë Kravitz, Caleb Landry Jones and Edi Gathegi
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Sci-Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Film
	Nominated



	2011 Scream Awards[image: External link][118]
	The Ultimate Scream
	Film
	Nominated



	Best Scream-Play
	Film
	Nominated



	Best Fantasy Movie
	Film
	Won



	Best Director
	Matthew Vaughn
	Nominated



	Best Fantasy Actor
	James McAvoy
	Nominated



	Best Fantasy Actor
	Michael Fassbender
	Nominated



	Best Fantasy Actress
	Jennifer Lawrence
	Nominated



	Best Villain
	Kevin Bacon
	Nominated



	Best Superhero
	James McAvoy
	Nominated



	Breakout Performance: Female
	Zoë Kravitz
	Nominated



	Breakout Performance: Male
	Michael Fassbender
	Nominated



	Best Cameo
	Hugh Jackman
	Won



	Best Ensemble
	Film
	Nominated



	Best Comic Book Movie
	Film
	Nominated



	2012
	2012 People's Choice Awards[image: External link][119]
	Favorite Action Movie
	Film
	Nominated



	Favorite Ensemble Movie Cast
	
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Superhero
	Jennifer Lawrence
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Superhero
	James McAvoy
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][120]
	Best Science Fiction Film[image: External link]
	X-Men: First Class
	Nominated



	Best Make-Up[image: External link]
	Dave Elsey, Fran Needham, and Conor O'Sullivan[image: External link]
	Won
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 Sequels




The movie's success led to the continuation of the film series, with the spin-off The Wolverine[image: External link] in 2013. A direct sequel, X-Men: Days of Future Past, was released on May 23, 2014. X-Men: Apocalypse was released on May 27, 2016.
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 Notes






	
^ The onscreen credits spell the character's name as "Lensherr". However, previous X-Men films, the film's official website and the Marvel Comics web page for the character[image: External link] spell the name "Lehnsherr".
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X-Men (film series)






X-Men is an American superhero film series[image: External link] based on the fictional superhero team of the same name[image: External link], who originally appeared in a series of comic books created by Stan Lee[image: External link] and Jack Kirby[image: External link] and published by Marvel Comics[image: External link]. 20th Century Fox[image: External link] obtained the film rights to the characters in 1994, and after numerous drafts, Bryan Singer[image: External link] was hired to direct X-Men[image: External link] (2000) and its sequel, X2[image: External link] (2003), while Brett Ratner[image: External link] directed X-Men: The Last Stand (2006).

After each film earned higher box office grosses than its predecessor, several spin-off[image: External link] films were released, including a trilogy focused on the character of Wolverine: X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link] (2009), The Wolverine[image: External link] (2013) and Logan[image: External link] (2017). A prequel, X-Men: First Class, was released in 2011, followed by sequels X-Men: Days of Future Past (2014, also a sequel to X-Men: The Last Stand) and X-Men: Apocalypse (2016). A spin-off film, Deadpool (2016) was also released.

X-Men, X2, X-Men: First Class, The Wolverine, X-Men: Days of Future Past, Deadpool and Logan were all met with positive reviews from critics. X-Men: The Last Stand and X-Men: Apocalypse were met with mixed reviews, while X-Men Origins: Wolverine received negative reviews.

With ten films released, the X-Men film series is the seventh highest-grossing film series[image: External link], having grossed over US$4.9 billion worldwide. It is set to continue in 2018 with the releases of New Mutants, Deadpool 2 and X-Men: Dark Phoenix.
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 X-Men (2000)




Main article: X-Men (film)[image: External link]


The film introduces Wolverine[image: External link] and Rogue[image: External link] into the conflict between Professor Xavier[image: External link]'s X-Men[image: External link] and the Brotherhood of Mutants[image: External link], led by Magneto[image: External link]. Magneto intends to mutate world leaders at a United Nations[image: External link] summit with a machine he has built to bring about acceptance of mutantkind, but Xavier realizes this forced mutation will only result in their deaths.

In 1994, 20th Century Fox[image: External link] and producer Lauren Shuler Donner[image: External link] bought the film rights to the X-Men[image: External link].[1] Andrew Kevin Walker[image: External link] was hired to write, and James Cameron[image: External link] expressed interest in producing.[2] Eventually, Bryan Singer[image: External link] signed on to direct in July 1996. Although he was not a comic book fan, Singer was fascinated by the analogies of prejudice and discrimination that X-Men offered.[1] John Logan[image: External link], Joss Whedon[image: External link], Ed Solomon[image: External link], Christopher McQuarrie[image: External link], and David Hayter[image: External link] wrote the script, with Hayter receiving sole credit.[1][3] Principal photography began in September 1999 in Toronto[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], and ended in March 2000.[4] The film was released on July 14, 2000.[5]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 X2 (2003)




Main article: X2 (film)[image: External link]


In the film, Colonel William Stryker[image: External link] brainwashes and questions the imprisoned Magneto about Professor Xavier's mutant-locating machine, Cerebro[image: External link]. Stryker attacks the X-Mansion[image: External link] and brainwashes Xavier into locating every mutant on the planet to kill them. The X-Men must team up with the Brotherhood to prevent Stryker's worldwide genocide.

Hayter and Zak Penn[image: External link] were hired to write their own scripts for the sequel, which Singer would pick, with an aim to release the film in December 2002.[6][7] Michael Dougherty[image: External link] and Dan Harris[image: External link] were hired to re-write the script in February 2002, writing around 26 drafts and 150 on set.[8] Principal photography began in June 2002 in Vancouver[image: External link], Canada, and ended in November 2002. The film was released on May 2, 2003.[6]
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 X-Men: The Last Stand (2006)




Main article: X-Men: The Last Stand


In the film, a pharmaceutical company has developed a suppressor of the mutant gene, provoking controversy in the mutant community. Magneto declares war on the humans and retrieves his own weapon: Phoenix[image: External link], who is the resurrected former X-Man Jean Grey[image: External link]. A final battle between the X-Men (now led by Storm[image: External link]) and the Brotherhood ensues, and Wolverine must accept that in order to stop Grey, he will have to kill her.

Joss Whedon[image: External link]'s Astonishing X-Men[image: External link] story "Gifted", featuring a mutant cure, was suggested for the primary story. Matthew Vaughn came on board as director in February 2005[9] but left due to the rushed production schedule.[10] Brett Ratner[image: External link] was later hired as director in June.[11] Principal photography began in August 2005 in Vancouver, Canada, and ended in January 2006.[12] The film was released on May 26, 2006.[13]
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 X-Men Origins: Wolverine (2009)




Main article: X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link]


A prequel[image: External link] and a spin-off[image: External link] focusing on the character Wolverine and his relationship with his half-brother Victor Creed[image: External link], as well his time with Stryker's Team X[image: External link], before and shortly after his skeleton was bonded with the indestructible metal adamantium[image: External link].

David Benioff[image: External link] was hired to write the screenplay for the spin-off film Wolverine in October 2004.[14] Hugh Jackman[image: External link] became producer as well as star and worked with Benioff on the script.[15] Ratner was negotiated by the studio to take the helm of Wolverine after directing X-Men: The Last Stand, but no agreement was made.[16] In July 2007, Gavin Hood[image: External link] was hired as director. Principal photography began in January 2008 in Queenstown, New Zealand[image: External link], and ended in May.[17] The film was released on May 1, 2009.[18]
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 X-Men: First Class (2011)




Main article: X-Men: First Class


Set primarily in 1962 during the Cuban Missile Crisis[image: External link], the film focuses on the relationship between Charles Xavier[image: External link] and Erik Lehnsherr[image: External link] and the origin of their groups — the X-Men[image: External link] and the Brotherhood[image: External link], respectively.[19]

Producer Lauren Shuler Donner[image: External link] first thought of a prequel based on the young X-Men during the production of X2[image: External link], and later producer Kinberg suggested to 20th Century Fox an adaptation of the comic-book series X-Men: First Class[image: External link].[20][21] Singer signed on to direct the film in December 2009; however, in March 2010 it was announced that Singer would be producing instead of directing.[22] Vaughn, who was previously attached to direct X-Men: The Last Stand, became the director and co-wrote the final script with his writing partner, Jane Goldman[image: External link].[21] The film superseded a planned X-Men Origins: Magneto, and the Writer's Guild of America[image: External link] arbitration[image: External link] still credited Magneto writer Sheldon Turner[image: External link] for the film's story.[23] Principal photography began in August 2010 in London[image: External link], England[image: External link], and ended in December. The film was released on June 3, 2011.[24]
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 The Wolverine (2013)




Main article: The Wolverine (film)[image: External link]


Set after the events of X-Men: The Last Stand, the film features Wolverine heading to Japan for a reunion with a soldier named Ichirō Yashida whose life he saved years before. Wolverine must defend the man's granddaughter Mariko Yashida[image: External link] from all manner of ninja and Yakuza assassins.[25][26]

Christopher McQuarrie[image: External link], who went uncredited for his work on X-Men, was hired to write the screenplay for the second Wolverine film in August 2009.[27] Darren Aronofsky was chosen to direct the film, though bowed out, stating the project would keep him out of the country for too long.[28] James Mangold[image: External link] was later chosen to direct the film.[29] Mark Bomback[image: External link] was then hired to rewrite McQuarrie's script.[30] Principal photography began in August 2012 in Sydney[image: External link], Australia, and ended in November.[31] The film was released on July 26, 2013.[32]
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 X-Men: Days of Future Past (2014)




Main article: X-Men: Days of Future Past


Set years after the events of The Wolverine, the film features the cast of the original X-Men trilogy and X-Men: First Class.[33] The story, inspired by Chris Claremont[image: External link] and John Byrne[image: External link]'s The Uncanny X-Men comic book storyline "Days of Future Past[image: External link]", features Wolverine going back in time to 1973 to prevent an assassination that, if carried out, will lead to the creation of a new weapons system called the Sentinels[image: External link] that threatens the existence of mutants — and potentially, all of humanity.[34]

Matthew Vaughn was attached to direct the film but left in October 2012 to focus on the film Kingsman: The Secret Service[image: External link].[35] Singer, who directed the first two X-Men films and produced X-Men: First Class, replaced Vaughn as the director of the film.[36] The screenplay was written by Kinberg.[37] Principal photography began in April 2013 in Montreal[image: External link], Canada, and ended in August.[38] The film was released on May 23, 2014.[39]
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 Deadpool (2016)




Main article: Deadpool (film)


In the film, former Special Forces operative Wade Wilson[image: External link] is subjected to an experiment that leaves him with new abilities. He adopts the alter ego Deadpool to hunt down the man who nearly destroyed his life.[40]

In May 2000, Marvel Studios[image: External link] attempted to produce a Deadpool film as part of a distribution deal with Artisan Entertainment[image: External link].[41] However, by 2004, Marvel was developing the film with New Line Cinema[image: External link]. David S. Goyer[image: External link] was set to write and direct and courted actor Ryan Reynolds for the lead role, but lost interest within months in favor of other projects.[42][43][44] 20th Century Fox acquired Deadpool the following year after New Line placed it in turnaround[image: External link] and was considering the spin-off in the development of X-Men Origins: Wolverine, with Reynolds being cast for the role.[42] After the opening weekend success of X-Men Origins: Wolverine in May 2009, Fox lent Deadpool out to writers with Donner acting as a producer.[45] Rhett Reese[image: External link] and Paul Wernick[image: External link] were hired to write the script in January 2010.[46] Robert Rodriguez[image: External link] was sent a draft of the screenplay the following June but did not pursue it, and Adam Berg[image: External link] emerged as a top contender to direct.[47][48] In April 2011, visual effects specialist Tim Miller[image: External link] was hired to direct.[49] Principal photography began in March 2015 in Vancouver[image: External link], Canada, and ended in May.[50][51] The film was released on February 12, 2016, to both critical and commercial success.[52]
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Main article: X-Men: Apocalypse


Set after X-Men: Days of Future Past, En Sabah Nur[image: External link], the first mutant, awakens after thousands of years. Disillusioned with the world as he finds it, he recruits a team of mutants to cleanse mankind and create a new world order, over which he will reign. Raven, with the help of Professor X, must lead the X-Men to stop Apocalypse and save mankind from destruction.[53]

In December 2013, Singer announced the upcoming X-Men film, titled X-Men: Apocalypse, a sequel to X-Men: Days of Future Past. Directed by Singer from a script by Simon Kinberg, Dan Harris[image: External link], and Michael Dougherty[image: External link], the film was said to focus on the origin of the mutants.[54][55] Kinberg said that it will take place in 1983 and will complete a trilogy that began with X-Men: First Class.[56][57] Principal photography began in April 2015 in Montreal, Canada, and ended in August.[58][59] The film was released on May 27, 2016, in North America.[60]
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 Logan (2017)




Main article: Logan (film)[image: External link]


In the film, Logan[image: External link] and Professor Charles Xavier[image: External link] meet a young girl named Laura[image: External link], a test-tube daughter of Wolverine, who is being hunted by the Reavers[image: External link] led by Donald Pierce[image: External link].[61][62]

By November 2013, 20th Century Fox had begun negotiations for the treatment for another solo film starring Wolverine[image: External link] with director James Mangold[image: External link] and Donner attached to produce.[63] Mangold said that it would be inspired by other Wolverine stories from the comic books and it would be made after X-Men: Apocalypse.[64][65] In March 2014, David James Kelly was hired to write the script. In April 2015, Michael Green[image: External link] was hired to work on the film's script.[66][67] The film marked Hugh Jackman[image: External link] and Patrick Stewart[image: External link]'s final performances as Wolverine and Professor Charles Xavier respectively. Principal photography commenced in May 2016 and the film was released on March 3, 2017.[68]
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 New Mutants (2018)




In May 2015, Josh Boone[image: External link] was hired to direct and write a film adaptation of The New Mutants[image: External link] comic-book series. Acting as a spin-off to the X-Men films, it will also be co-written by Knate Gwaltney, Scott Neustadter[image: External link] and Michael H. Weber[image: External link] with Donner and Kinberg producing.[69][70] The film will feature characters such as Illyana Rasputin / Magik[image: External link], Rahne Sinclair / Wolfsbane[image: External link], Danielle Moonstar / Mirage[image: External link], Samuel "Sam" Guthrie / Cannonball[image: External link], Robert da Costa / Sunspot[image: External link], Warlock[image: External link], Charles Xavier / Professor X, Lockheed[image: External link], Demon Bear[image: External link] and Cecilia Reyes[image: External link].[71][72][73] By March 2017, pre-production had officially started.[74] The film stars Anya Taylor-Joy[image: External link], Maisie Williams[image: External link], Charlie Heaton[image: External link], Henry Zaga and Blu Hunt as Illyana Rasputina / Magik, Rahne Sinclair / Wolfsbane, Sam Guthrie / Cannonball, Roberto de Rosta / Sunspot and Danielle Moonstar / Mirage respectively.[75][76][77] In May 2017, Daredevil[image: External link] star Rosario Dawson[image: External link] was reportedly in talks to play Cecilia Reyes[image: External link].[78].Boone said it will be a horror[image: External link] film involving the young mutants[image: External link] escaping a facility in which they are being held against their will.[71] New Mutants is set to start filming in 2017 for an April 13, 2018 release.[79][80]
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 Deadpool 2 (2018)




In September 2015, Kinberg said that a sequel for Deadpool was in development.[81] By the release of Deadpool, 20th Century Fox greenlit the film, with Rheese and Wernick returning to write, and Miller being looked at to return as director, as he was working on the script at the time.[82] However in October 2016, Miller left the film due to creative differences with Reynolds and was replaced by David Leitch[image: External link] in November as the director.[83] In February 2017, Drew Goddard[image: External link] had joined as a creative consultant to work on the script with Reynolds, Rheese and Wernick.[84] The film will feature Ryan Reynolds, Brianna Hildebrand[image: External link], Stefan Kapičić[image: External link], Leslie Uggams[image: External link], T.J. Miller[image: External link] and Karan Soni[image: External link] reprising their roles as Wade Wilson / Deadpool[image: External link], Negasonic Teenage Warhead[image: External link], Piotr Rasputin / Colossus[image: External link], Althea / Blind Al[image: External link], Jack Hammer / Weasel[image: External link] and Dopinder.[85][86][87] The film will also introduce Zazie Beetz[image: External link] as Neena Thurman / Domino[image: External link], Josh Brolin as Nathan Summers / Cable[image: External link], and Jack Kesy[image: External link] and Shioli Kutsuna[image: External link] in as-of-yet undisclosed roles.[88] Filming for Deadpool 2 is planned to begin in 2017 for a June 1, 2018 release.[89][79]
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 X-Men: Dark Phoenix (2018)




A sequel for X-Men: Apocalypse was confirmed in August of 2016. It will be based on the Dark Phoenix Saga[image: External link] comic books. The movie will be set in the early 1990s and will focus on the character of Jean Grey and her powers. February 2017, Kinberg was in early negotiations to direct the film from a script of his own.[90] Kinberg stated he had interest in directing and that the film is in early pre-production.[91] The film is scheduled for a November 2, 2018 release.[79][92] Kinberg will direct the film with Lawrence, Fassbender, McAvoy, Hoult, Shipp, Turner, Sheridan and Smit-McPhee reprising their roles and Jessica Chastain is in early negotiations to play the villain, Lilandra Neramani[image: External link].[93]
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 Films in development
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 Untitled X-Force film




In July 2013, Jeff Wadlow[image: External link] was hired to write and direct a film adaptation of the X-Men spin-off comic-book series X-Force[image: External link], with Lauren Shuler Donner attached to produce.[94] Mark Millar[image: External link], the creative consultant for 20th Century Fox's Marvel Comics based films, stated that the film will feature five characters as protagonists.[95] After the release of Deadpool, Ryan Reynolds said that Deadpool would appear in the film.[96] By May 2016, Simon Kinberg was in the process of rewriting the script.[97] In February 2017, Joe Carnahan[image: External link] had signed as director, as well as co-writer with Reynolds..[98]
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 Untitled Gambit film




In October 2014, Josh Zetumer was hired to write the screenplay for a film about the character Remy LeBeau / Gambit[image: External link] based on the treatment by comic-book writer Chris Claremont[image: External link]. In June 2015, Rupert Wyatt[image: External link] was then hired to direct but left in September due to schedule conflicts.[99] In November, Doug Liman[image: External link] was in final negotiations to direct the film.[100] However in August 2016, Liman left the project to direct Dark Universe[image: External link].[101] The film will star Channing Tatum[image: External link] in the lead role while Donner, Kinberg, Tatum and Reid Carolin[image: External link] are attached as producers.[102] Kinberg stated that filming will start in early 2018 with the intent to be the start of multiple films focusing on Gambit.[103]
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 Untitled third Deadpool film




A third Deadpool film was announced to be in development by November 2016. It is said to feature the X-Force assembling.[80]
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 Other projects




Kinberg stated that 20th Century Fox has been focusing on developing ideas for future mutant[image: External link]-based teams that could expand the film series. He added that Laura Kinney / X-23[image: External link], Alpha Flight[image: External link] and Exiles[image: External link] are in development for future projects.[104][105]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Recurring characters




Main article: List of X-Men films cast members[image: External link]



List indicator(s)


	This section shows characters that will or have appeared in more than two films in the series.

	An empty, dark-grey cell indicates the character was not in the film, or that the character's possible presence has not been announced as of June 2017.

	A Y indicates a role as a younger version of the character.

	An O indicates a role as an older version of the character.

	A U indicates an uncredited role.

	A C indicates a cameo role.

	A V indicates a voice-only role.

	An A indicates an appearance through archival footage.







	



	 







	Character
	Film



	X-Men
	X2
	X-Men:

The Last

Stand
	X-Men

Origins:

Wolverine
	X-Men:

First Class
	The Wolverine
	X-Men:

Days of

Future Past
	Deadpool
	X-Men:

Apocalypse
	Logan
	New Mutants
	Deadpool 2
	Dark Phoenix



	John Allerdyce

Pyro[image: External link]
	Alexander BurtonC
	Aaron Stanford[image: External link]
	



	Raven Darkhölme

Mystique
	Rebecca Romijn
	
	Jennifer Lawrence,

Morgan Lily[image: External link]Y,

Rebecca RomijnO
	
	Jennifer Lawrence,[106]

Morgan LilyYA
	
	Jennifer Lawrence
	
	Jennifer Lawrence



	Bobby Drake

Iceman[image: External link]
	Shawn Ashmore[image: External link]
	
	Shawn Ashmore[107]
	



	Jean Grey

Phoenix[image: External link]
	Famke Janssen[image: External link]
	Famke Janssen,

Haley Ramm[image: External link]Y
	
	Famke Janssen[108]
	Famke JanssenC[109]
	
	Sophie Turner[image: External link][110]
	
	Sophie Turner



	James "Logan" Howlett

Wolverine / Weapon X[image: External link]
	Hugh Jackman[image: External link]
	Hugh Jackman,

Troye Sivan[image: External link]Y
	Hugh JackmanUC
	Hugh Jackman[111]
	
	Hugh JackmanUC[112]
	Hugh Jackman[113]
	



	Jubilation Lee

Jubilee[image: External link]
	Katrina FlorenceC
	Kea WongC
	
	Lana Condor[image: External link][114]
	



	Erik Lehnsherr

Magneto[image: External link]
	Ian McKellen[image: External link],

Brett MorrisY
	Ian McKellen
	
	Michael Fassbender,

Bill Milner[image: External link]Y
	Ian McKellenUC
	Ian McKellen[115],

Michael Fassbender[106]
	
	Michael Fassbender,

Bill MilnerYA
	
	Michael Fassbender



	Moira MacTaggert[image: External link]
	
	Olivia Williams
	
	Rose Byrne[image: External link]
	
	Rose Byrne[116]
	



	Marie

Rogue[image: External link]
	Anna Paquin[image: External link]
	
	Anna Paquin[107]
	



	Henry "Hank" McCoy

Beast[image: External link]
	
	Steve Bacic[image: External link]C
	Kelsey Grammer[image: External link]
	
	Nicholas Hoult
	
	Nicholas Hoult[106],

Kelsey GrammerOUC[117]
	
	Nicholas Hoult
	
	Nicholas Hoult



	Ororo Munroe

Storm[image: External link]
	Halle Berry[image: External link]
	
	Halle Berry[118]
	
	Alexandra Shipp[image: External link][110]
	
	Alexandra Shipp



	Kitty Pryde[image: External link]
	Sumela KayC
	Katie Stuart[image: External link]C
	Ellen Page
	
	Ellen Page[107]
	



	Piotr "Peter" Rasputin

Colossus[image: External link]
	Donald MackinnonC
	Daniel Cudmore[image: External link]
	
	Daniel Cudmore[119]
	Stefan Kapičić[image: External link]V[120]
	
	Stefan KapičićV[121]
	



	William Stryker[image: External link]
	
	Brian Cox[image: External link],

Brad Loree[image: External link]Y
	
	Danny Huston[image: External link]
	
	Josh Helman[image: External link][122],

Brian CoxAO
	
	Josh Helman
	



	Alexander "Alex" Summers

Havok[image: External link]
	
	Lucas Till[image: External link]
	
	Lucas Till[123]
	
	Lucas Till[124]
	



	Scott Summers

Cyclops[image: External link]
	James Marsden
	Tim Pocock[image: External link]
	
	James MarsdenC[109]
	
	Tye Sheridan[image: External link][110]
	
	Tye Sheridan



	Kurt Wagner

Nightcrawler[image: External link]
	
	Alan Cumming[image: External link]
	
	Kodi Smit-McPhee[image: External link]
	
	Kodi Smit-McPhee



	Wade Wilson

Deadpool / Weapon XI[image: External link]
	
	Ryan Reynolds,

Scott Adkins[image: External link]

(Weapon XI)
	
	Ryan Reynolds[125]
	
	Ryan Reynolds[121]
	



	Charles Xavier

Professor X[image: External link]
	Patrick Stewart[image: External link]
	Patrick StewartC
	James McAvoy[image: External link],

Laurence Belcher[image: External link]Y
	Patrick StewartUC
	Patrick Stewart[115],

James McAvoy[106],

Laurence BelcherYA
	
	James McAvoy
	Patrick Stewart[113]
	
	James McAvoy
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 Crew






	Film
	Director
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Executive producer(s)
	Director of photography
	Editor(s)



	X-Men
	Bryan Singer[image: External link]
	Screenplay by:

David Hayter[image: External link]

Story by:

Tom DeSanto[image: External link],

Bryan Singer
	Lauren Shuler Donner[image: External link],

Ralph Winter[image: External link]
	Avi Arad[image: External link],

Stan Lee[image: External link],

Richard Donner[image: External link],

Tom DeSanto
	Newton Thomas Sigel[image: External link]
	Steven Rosenblum[image: External link],

Kevin Stitt[image: External link],

John Wright[image: External link]



	X2
	Screenplay by:

Michael Dougherty[image: External link],

Dan Harris[image: External link],

David Hayter

Story by:

Zak Penn[image: External link],

David Hayter,

Bryan Singer
	Avi Arad,

Stan Lee,

Bryan Singer,

Tom DeSanto
	John Ottman[image: External link]



	X-Men: The Last Stand
	Brett Ratner[image: External link]
	Simon Kinberg[image: External link],

Zak Penn[image: External link]
	Lauren Shuler Donner,

Ralph Winter,

Avi Arad
	Kevin Feige[image: External link],

Stan Lee,

John Palermo[image: External link]
	Dante Spinotti[image: External link]
	Mark Goldblatt[image: External link],

Mark Helfrich[image: External link],

Julia Wong[image: External link]



	X-Men Origins: Wolverine
	Gavin Hood[image: External link]
	David Benioff[image: External link],

Skip Woods[image: External link]
	Lauren Shuler Donner,

Ralph Winter,

Hugh Jackman[image: External link],

John Palermo
	Richard Donner,

Stan Lee
	Donald M. McAlpine[image: External link]
	Nicholas De Toth,

Megan Gill



	X-Men: First Class
	Matthew Vaughn
	Screenplay by

Ashley Edward Miller[image: External link],

Zack Stentz[image: External link],

Jane Goldman[image: External link],

Matthew Vaughn

Story by

Sheldon Turner[image: External link],

Bryan Singer
	Lauren Shuler Donner,

Bryan Singer,

Simon Kinberg,

Gregory Goodman[image: External link]
	Stan Lee,

Josh McLaglen,

Tarquin Pack
	John Mathieson[image: External link]
	Eddie Hamilton,

Lee Smith[image: External link]



	The Wolverine
	James Mangold[image: External link]
	Mark Bomback[image: External link],

Scott Frank[image: External link]
	Lauren Shuler Donner,

Hutch Parker
	Stan Lee,

Joe Caracciolo, Jr.
	Ross Emery
	Michael McCusker[image: External link]



	X-Men: Days of Future Past
	Bryan Singer
	Screenplay by

Simon Kinberg

Story by

Simon Kinberg,

Matthew Vaughn,

Jane Goldman
	Lauren Shuler Donner,

Bryan Singer,

Simon Kinberg,

Hutch Parker
	Stan Lee,

Todd Hallowell[image: External link],

Josh McLaglen
	Newton Thomas Sigel
	John Ottman



	Deadpool
	Tim Miller[image: External link]
	Rhett Reese[image: External link],

Paul Wernick[image: External link]
	Lauren Shuler Donner,

Simon Kinberg,

Ryan Reynolds
	Stan Lee,

John J. Kelly,

Jonathon Komack Martin,

Rhett Reese,

Aditya Sood,

Paul Wernick
	Ken Seng
	Julian Clarke[image: External link]



	X-Men: Apocalypse
	Bryan Singer
	Screenplay by

Simon Kinberg

Story by

Bryan Singer,

Simon Kinberg,

Michael Dougherty,

Dan Harris
	Lauren Shuler Donner,

Bryan Singer,

Simon Kinberg,

Hutch Parker
	Stan Lee,

Todd Hallowell,

Josh McLaglen
	Newton Thomas Sigel
	John Ottman,

Michael Louis Hil



	Logan
	James Mangold
	Story by

James Mangold

Screenplay by

Michael Green[image: External link],

James Mangold

Scott Frank
	Lauren Shuler Donner,

Simon Kinberg,

Hutch Parker
	Stan Lee,

James Mangold,

Joe Caracciolo Jr.,

Josh McLaglen
	John Mathieson
	Michael McCusker



	New Mutants
	Josh Boone[image: External link]
	Josh Boone,

Knate Gwaltney,

Scott Neustadter[image: External link],

Michael H. Weber[image: External link]
	Lauren Shuler Donner,

Simon Kinberg,

Josh Boone
	
	Peter Deming[image: External link][126]
	



	Deadpool 2
	David Leitch[image: External link]
	Rhett Reese,

Paul Wernick,

Drew Goddard[image: External link],

Ryan Reynolds
	Lauren Shuler Donner,

Simon Kinberg,

Ryan Reynolds
	
	
	



	X-Men: Dark Phoenix
	Simon Kinberg[127]
	Simon Kinberg[127]
	Lauren Shuler Donner,

Simon Kinberg,

Hutch Parker[127]
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 Music






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Composer(s)
	Label



	X-Men: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[128]
	July 11, 2000
	104:00
	Michael Kamen[image: External link]
	Decca[image: External link]



	X2: Original Motion Picture Score[129]
	April 29, 2003
	60:09
	John Ottman[image: External link]
	Trauma[image: External link]



	X-Men: The Last Stand: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link][130]
	May 23, 2006
	61:27
	John Powell[image: External link]
	Varèse Sarabande[image: External link]



	X-Men Origins: Wolverine: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[131]
	April 28, 2009
	45:32
	Harry Gregson-Williams[image: External link]



	X-Men: First Class: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[132]
	July 12, 2011
	60:14
	Henry Jackman[image: External link]
	Sony Masterworks[image: External link]



	The Wolverine: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[133]
	July 23, 2013
	58:30
	Marco Beltrami[image: External link]
	Sony Classical[image: External link]



	X-Men: Days of Future Past: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[134]
	May 26, 2014
	76:28
	John Ottman



	Deadpool: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[135]
	February 12, 2016
	68:12
	Tom Holkenborg[image: External link]
	Milan[image: External link]



	X-Men: Apocalypse: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[136]
	May 20, 2016
	
	John Ottman
	Sony Music[image: External link]



	Logan: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[137]
	March 3, 2017
	
	Marco Beltrami
	Lakeshore[image: External link]
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 Reception
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 Box office performance






	Film
	Release date
	Box office gross
	All time ranking
	Production budget
	Ref.



	United States
	Other territories
	North America
	Other territories
	Worldwide
	North America
	Worldwide



	X-Men
	July 14, 2000
	July 13, 2000
	$157,299,717
	$139,039,810
	$296,339,527
	293
	416
	$75 million
	[5]



	X2
	May 2, 2003
	April 30, 2003
	$214,949,694
	$192,761,855
	$407,711,549
	157
	240
	$110 million
	[138]



	X-Men: The Last Stand
	May 26, 2006
	May 24, 2006
	$234,362,462
	$224,997,093
	$459,359,555
	124
	197
	$210 million
	[13]



	X-Men Origins: Wolverine
	May 1, 2009
	April 29, 2009
	$179,883,157
	$193,179,707
	$373,062,864
	224
	273
	$150 million
	[18]



	X-Men: First Class
	June 3, 2011
	June 1, 2011
	$146,408,305
	$207,215,819
	$353,624,124
	334
	307
	$160 million
	[24]



	The Wolverine
	July 26, 2013
	July 24, 2013
	$132,556,852
	$282,271,394
	$414,828,246
	304
	231
	$120 million
	[139]



	X-Men: Days of Future Past
	May 23, 2014
	May 21, 2014
	$233,921,534
	$513,941,241
	$747,862,775
	127
	77
	$200 million
	[39]



	Deadpool
	February 12, 2016
	February 10, 2016
	$363,070,709
	$420,042,270
	$783,112,979
	36
	68
	$58 million
	[52]



	X-Men: Apocalypse
	May 27, 2016
	May 18, 2016
	$155,442,489
	$388,492,298
	$543,934,787
	299
	149
	$178 million
	[60]



	Logan
	March 3, 2017
	March 1, 2017
	$226,209,526
	$389,384,233
	$615,593,759
	137
	121
	$97 million
	[140]



	
	Total
	[141]



	$2,044,104,445
	$2,951,325,720
	$4,995,430,165
	
	$1.358 billion




The first three X-Men films and Deadpool set opening records in North America: X-Men had the highest July opening yet,[142] while X2 and X-Men: The Last Stand earned the fourth-highest opening weekends yet and Deadpool got the largest opening weekend in February.[143][144][145] The records for the first three films have since been surpassed. The next three X-Men films after X-Men: The Last Stand opened lower than their predecessor and didn't set opening records.[146] In North America, Deadpool is the highest-grossing film in the series, and it also has the highest opening weekend.[141][145] Outside North America, X-Men: Days of Future Past has the highest opening weekend and is the highest-grossing film in the series.[141] Worldwide, Deadpool is the highest-grossing film in the series and the highest-grossing R-rated film of all time.[147]

The X-Men film series is the second highest-grossing film series based on Marvel Comics[image: External link] characters after Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link].[148] In North America, it is the seventh-highest-grossing film series, having earned over $2 billion.[149] Worldwide, it is the seventh-highest-grossing film series[image: External link] of all time, having grossed over $4.9 billion.[141]
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 Critical and public response






	Film
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic[image: External link]
	CinemaScore[image: External link]



	X-Men
	81% (166 reviews)[150]
	64 (33 reviews)[151]
	A−[152]



	X2
	86% (236 reviews)[153]
	68 (37 reviews)[154]
	A[152]



	X-Men: The Last Stand
	58% (233 reviews)[155]
	58 (38 reviews)[156]
	A−[152]



	X-Men Origins: Wolverine
	38% (254 reviews)[157]
	40 (39 reviews)[158]
	B+[152]



	X-Men: First Class
	86% (273 reviews)[159]
	65 (38 reviews)[160]
	B+[152]



	The Wolverine
	69% (239 reviews)[161]
	60 (43 reviews)[162]
	A−[152]



	X-Men: Days of Future Past
	91% (288 reviews)[163]
	74 (43 reviews)[164]
	A[152]



	Deadpool
	84% (293 reviews)[165]
	65 (49 reviews)[166]
	A[152]



	X-Men: Apocalypse
	48% (292 reviews)[167]
	52 (48 reviews)[168]
	A−[169]



	Logan
	93% (296 reviews)[170]
	77 (51 reviews)[171]
	A–[152]




Wesley Morris[image: External link] of The Boston Globe praised the first three X-Men films as "more than a cash-guzzling wham-bang Hollywood franchise... these three movies sport philosophy, ideas, a telethon-load of causes, and a highly elastic us-versus-them allegory." Morris praised X-Men: The Last Stand for "put[ting] the heroes of a mighty summer blockbuster in a rare mortal position. Realism at this time of year? How unorthodox!"[172] Roger Ebert gave the films mostly positive reviews, but criticized them for the amount of mutants, stating "their powers are so various and ill-matched that it's hard to keep them all on the same canvas."[173]

The first two films were highly praised due to their cerebral[image: External link] tone. However, when director Bryan Singer left the series, many criticized his successor, Brett Ratner. Colin Colvert of the Star Tribune[image: External link] felt "Singer's sensitivity to [the discrimination themes] made the first two X-Men films surprisingly resonant and soulful for comic-based summer extravaganzas... Singer is adept at juggling large casts of three-dimensional characters, Ratner makes shallow, unimaginative bang-ups."[174] James Berardinelli[image: External link] felt, "X-Men: The Last Stand isn't as taut or satisfying as X-Men 2, but it's better constructed and better paced than the original X-Men. The differences in quality between the three are minor, however; despite the change in directors, there seems to be a single vision."[175] David Denby of The New Yorker praised "the liquid beauty and the poetic fantasy of Singer's work", but called Ratner's film "a crude synthesizer of comedy and action tropes."[176] Singer's third film in the series, X-Men: Days of Future Past was also highly praised. Alonso Duralde of The Wrap[image: External link] felt that "Singer keeps things moving along briskly enough that you can just go along with the ride of Superhero Stuff without getting bogged down".[177]

The X-Men films were well received by fans of the comic books, but there was criticism of the large cast, and the limited screentime for all of them. Richard George of IGN praised the depictions of Wolverine, Professor X, Magneto, Jean Grey, Storm, William Stryker, Mystique, Beast and Nightcrawler[image: External link]; however, George thought many of the younger X-Men characters, such as Rogue, Iceman, Pyro and Kitty Pryde were "adjectiveless teenager[s]", and was disappointed by Cyclops' characterization. He observed the filmmakers were "big fans of silent henchmen", due to the small roles of the various villainous mutants; such as Lady Deathstrike[image: External link].[178] Spider-Man director Sam Raimi[image: External link] said he was a fan of the series, particularly Singer's films.[179] Film historian Kim Newman[image: External link] also tonally compared Batman Begins[image: External link] to Singer's films.[180]
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 Cultural impact




Richard George of IGN stated that the success of the first X-Men film paved the way for comic-book film adaptations such as the Spider-Man series[image: External link], Fantastic Four[image: External link], V for Vendetta[image: External link] and Singer's Superman Returns[image: External link].[178] Chris Hewitt of Empire magazine called the first X-Men film as the "catalyst" for films based on Marvel Comics characters, stating "Singer’s 2000 movie is the catalyst for everything that’s come since, good and bad. Without it, there’s no Marvel Studios[image: External link]."[181] Comic-book writer Mark Millar[image: External link] said that Singer's X-Men "revolutionized" superhero films.[182]
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 Home media release




20th Century Fox Home Entertainment[image: External link] released the first nine films on DVD[image: External link], Blu-ray[image: External link] and digital download[image: External link].[183][184][185] The first two films were also released on VHS[image: External link].[186] While X-Men: First Class, X-Men: Days of Future Past, "X-Men: Apocolypse", "Logan" and Deadpool were also released on 4K[image: External link] Ultra HD.[183][185] The films were also released on VHS, DVD and Blu-ray box sets[image: External link]:



	Title
	Format
	Release date
	Films
	Reference



	X-Men Double Pack
	VHS
	November 10, 2003
	X-Men, X2
	[186]



	X-Men Collection
	DVD
	November 25, 2003
	"X-Men 1.5[image: External link]", X2
	[187]



	X-Men Trilogy
	October 3, 2006
	X-Men, X2, X-Men: The Last Stand
	[188]



	The Ultimate Heroes Collection
	October 16, 2007
	Daredevil[image: External link], Elektra[image: External link], Fantastic Four[image: External link], X-Men
	[189]



	Marvel Heroes
	May 13, 2008
	Daredevil, Elektra, Fantastic Four, Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer[image: External link], X-Men, X2, X-Men: The Last Stand
	[190]



	X-Men Trilogy
	Blu-ray
	April 29, 2009
	X-Men, X2, X-Men: The Last Stand
	[191]



	X-Men Quadrilogy
	DVD, Blu-ray
	October 19, 2009
	X-Men, X2, X-Men: The Last Stand, X-Men Origins: Wolverine
	[192]



	X-Men: The Ultimate Collection
	October 31, 2011
	X-Men, X2, X-Men: The Last Stand, X-Men Origins: Wolverine, X-Men: First Class
	[193]



	X-Men and the Wolverine - Adamantium Collection
	December 3, 2013
	X-Men, X2, X-Men: The Last Stand, X-Men Origins: Wolverine, X-Men: First Class, The Wolverine
	[194]



	X-Men: The Adamantium Collection
	[195]



	X-Men: Experience Collection
	Blu-ray
	May 6, 2014
	X-Men, X2, X-Men: The Last Stand, X-Men: First Class
	[196]



	Wolverine Double Feature
	October 7, 2014
	X-Men Origins: Wolverine, The Wolverine
	[197]



	X-Men: The Cerebro Collection
	November 10, 2014
	X-Men, X2, X-Men: The Last Stand, X-Men Origins: Wolverine, X-Men: First Class, The Wolverine, X-Men: Days of Future Past
	[198]



	X-Men: 2-Film Collection
	April 19, 2016
	X-Men: First Class, X-Men: Days of Future Past
	[199]



	X-Men: Beginnings Trilogy
	October 4, 2016
	X-Men: First Class, X-Men: Days of Future Past, X-Men: Apocalypse
	[200]



	X-Men Collection
	November 1, 2016
	X-Men, X2, X-Men: The Last Stand, X-Men: First Class, X-Men: Days of Future Past, X-Men: Apocalypse
	[201]



	X-Men Universe 9-Film Bundle
	X-Men, X2, X-Men: The Last Stand, X-Men Origins: Wolverine, X-Men: First Class, The Wolverine, X-Men: Days of Future Past, Deadpool, X-Men: Apocalypse
	[201]




As of May 2014, the DVD and Blu-ray sales of the first six films in the United States earned more than $620 million.[202]
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Katniss Everdeen






Katniss Everdeen is a fictional character[image: External link] and the protagonist[image: External link] of The Hunger Games[image: External link] trilogy by Suzanne Collins.[1] Her name comes from a plant with edible tubers called Sagittaria[image: External link] (katniss), from Sagittarius[image: External link] the Archer, whose name means He that throws arrows in Latin[image: External link]. She is portrayed by Jennifer Lawrence in the film adaptations The Hunger Games, The Hunger Games: Catching Fire, The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1, and The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2.

Katniss and her family come from District 12[image: External link], a coal-mining district that is the poorest and least populated district in the dystopian fictional autocratic nation of Panem. In the course of the first book, The Hunger Games, Katniss volunteers to replace her sister, Primrose "Prim" Everdeen[image: External link], after she is reaped (chosen) to compete in the Hunger Games[image: External link], a televised fight to the death. Katniss, following an alliance with Rue, a young tribute from District 11 who reminded Katniss of Prim but died in the arena, joins up with fellow District 12 tribute Peeta Mellark[image: External link]. The pair compete in the Games together. Katniss uses her knowledge of hunting and archery to survive, and the two become the victors after defying the Capitol's attempt to force one to kill the other.

Throughout the next two novels, Catching Fire[image: External link] and Mockingjay[image: External link], Katniss becomes a galvanizing symbol of rebellion against the oppressive Capitol.
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The idea for the trilogy was based in part on the myth[image: External link] of Theseus[image: External link] and the Minotaur[image: External link], in which each year seven boys and seven girls from Athens are sent to Crete as tribute to that land to be devoured by the Minotaur, a cycle that continues until Theseus kills the Minotaur. Collins, who heard the story when she was eight years old, was unsettled by its ruthlessness and cruelty. Collins said, "In her own way, Katniss is a futuristic Theseus."[2] Collins also characterized the novels with the fearful sensations she experienced when her father was fighting in the Vietnam War[image: External link].[2]

In the novels, Katniss is extensively knowledgeable in foraging, wildlife, hunting, and survival techniques. Collins knew some of this background from her father, who grew up in the Great Depression[image: External link] and was forced to hunt to augment a scanty food supply, although Collins saw her father bring home food from the wild during her own childhood as well. In addition, Collins researched the subject using a large stack of wilderness survival guidebooks.[3]

Katniss and the other tributes are, in their time before participating in their Hunger Games, compelled to compete for the hearts of sponsors who donate money that can be used to buy vital supplies for them when they are in the arena. The concept of how the audiences carry nearly as much force as actual characters is based on how, in reality television and in the Roman games, the audience can both "respond with great enthusiasm or play a role in your elimination," as Collins said.[3]
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Katniss's first name comes from a plant called Sagittaria[image: External link] or arrowhead, which is a tuber plant, usually found in water; another name for this plant is katniss.[4] The root of this plant can be eaten, as Katniss does in the book. Her father once said: "As long as you can find yourself, you'll never starve." The plant also shares its name with a constellation in the Zodiac[image: External link] called Sagittarius[image: External link], or "The Archer", which may also reference Katniss's skills in archery.

Her last name comes from Bathsheba Everdene[image: External link], the central female character in Far from the Madding Crowd[image: External link] by Thomas Hardy[image: External link]. According to Collins, "The two are very different, but both struggle with knowing their hearts".[5]
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Main article: The Hunger Games (novel)[image: External link]


The Hunger Games takes place in the ruins of North America: a country called Panem, consisting of the Capitol and 12 subservient districts. During the yearly "Reaping" of tributes for the gladiator-like Hunger Games, Katniss’s younger sister, Prim, is selected as District 12's female tribute during a public lottery. Katniss volunteers to take her place. Talking in terms of "winning the reaping", the district’s Hunger Games manager Effie Trinket asks for a round of applause for Katniss, but everyone remains silent. Many in the crowd press their three fingers against their mouths and hold it out to her. Katniss describes this as an ancient sign for saying "admiration," "goodbye to someone you love," and "respect."

After Katniss is accepted, Effie chooses the male tribute for the Games. Peeta is picked, and Katniss remembers something he did to help her when they were just eleven. During the time after Katniss' father died in a mining accident, Katniss's family was slowly starving to death. One day, Katniss took some of Prim's baby clothes on the streets to sell to any willing people. No one bought them. Katniss was sad and very weak, since she was unable to take any food home for her family. On the way home, she passed Peeta’s father’s bakery. Katniss felt dizzy when she inhaled the smell of baking bread. Then, she had the idea of looking for something, anything, in the trashcans of the wealthier people in District 12. As she was checking the bakery's trash bins, Peeta's mother caught her and yelled at her. Peeta saw this, and purposely singed some bread in the bakery. His mother screamed at him and hit him on the cheek, bruising him. She told him to throw the burned bread to their pig, but he discreetly gave it to Katniss. From this point on, she regained hope and strength to keep her family alive. The next day, she had the courage to venture out into the woods, where she later teamed up with Gale to hunt for food for their families.

After Katniss and Peeta have been selected and said goodbyes to their families, they are whisked away by Haymitch Abernathy (a previous District 12 Victor, extreme drunkard, and their mentor) and Effie to the high-speed train that awaits them. Riding the train, they are stunned by how fast it moves.

When they arrive in the Capitol, Katniss and Peeta can't help but gawk at all the amazing sights District 12 wasn't able to show. Katniss is then met by her prep team, Flavius, Octavia, and Venia, and her stylist, Cinna, who prepare Katniss for the Opening Ceremonies. All the tributes wear something that represents their district's industry. Coming from District 12, Katniss and Peeta expect to be dressed in mining costumes. Cinna, however, decides to dress them in a plain black unitard and shiny laced up boots that burns with fake flames when lit. Katniss and Peeta are initially apprehensive at this arrangement, but their worries bring them closer together. Just before the parade, Cinna lights their headdresses and to Katniss and Peeta's surprise and relief, it doesn't burn. In addition, Cinna also suggests that they hold hands to present them as "together and a team." This distinguishes Katniss and Peeta from the rest of the tributes not only because they have better costumes, but also that they are warm and relatively friendly to each other in comparison to the other tributes, who have remained cold and stiff with each other. With this new development, both gain the attention (and attraction) of sponsors in the Capitol, and both are unforgettable. From that moment on, Katniss is known as "The Girl On Fire".

During the Games Katniss forms an alliance with Rue, the female tribute from District 11, until Rue is killed by the male tribute from District 1, Marvel. Later, the rules are changed so that if the remaining two tributes come from the same district, they will both become victors. Katniss hurries to find Peeta and they resume their "star-crossed lovers" reputation, gaining sympathy from sponsors. While Katniss tries to keep up the ruse (uncertain if it is real for Peeta) she begins to wonder if she does feel something for him; having always focused on surviving, she never considered romance, and is uncertain if she has romantic feelings for Gale. They outlast the other tributes and the rule change is revoked, meaning there can only be one victor of the Hunger Games. Assuming the Gamemakers would rather have two victors than none, she suggests that they both commit suicide by eating poisonous nightlock berries. The ploy works and Katniss and Peeta are both declared victors of the 74th Hunger Games. However, she is warned by Haymitch that her actions in the Games may come back to haunt her, while also realizing Peeta's feelings for her are genuine.
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Main article: Catching Fire[image: External link]


Katniss and Peeta go on the Victory Tour, which is a visit to each district by the winners, strategically placed between each Hunger Games. Katniss becomes aware that uprisings are erupting. In addition, the nation's leader, President Snow, is making Katniss convince the nation that she is really in love with Peeta and that her suicide pact was an act of love rather than defiance, in order to quell dissent. Gale has been presented to the nation as her cousin, but President Snow implies his knowledge that Katniss has feelings for him and threatens to have him killed to gain leverage.

In order to save her family and friends, Katniss agrees to follow the Capitol's agenda. Peeta does the same when he realizes what is at stake. Peeta even proposes marriage to her, and she accepts, but even at that point President Snow conveys to her that her actions are insufficient. Katniss comes to realize that the rebellion in the districts is not within her power to suppress, making it impossible for her to satisfy President Snow's demands. Katniss is also confused as to the nature of her feelings for both Gale and Peeta, both of which are complicated by her fears for the future and her unwillingness to have children who themselves could be subjected to the Hunger Games. When the Quarter Quell—a special Hunger Games that takes place every 25 years and has a special set of rules—is announced, it is proclaimed that all of the current year's tributes will be selected from the pool of previous Hunger Games victors. District 12 has only three living victors: Katniss, Peeta, and Haymitch, who won the 50th Games and successfully mentored Katniss the year before. As Katniss is the only living female victor in District 12, she is the only possible female tribute, and Peeta volunteers to take Haymitch's place when Haymitch is selected. Katniss and Peeta return to the arena, working closely to survive and forming alliances and close friendships in the process, particularly with Finnick Odair[image: External link], who resuscitated Peeta in the arena.

Katniss is taken from the arena and discovers that the tributes of many districts, including her allies Finnick and Johanna Mason[image: External link], had coordinated an escape plan and used a stolen hovercraft to fly to District 13, which was not destroyed as the Capitol had claimed. However, during the escape, Peeta is captured by the Capitol and afterwards, Gale informs Katniss that District 12 was bombed and destroyed but that her family is safe.
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 Mockingjay




Main article: Mockingjay[image: External link]


In Mockingjay, Katniss visits the subterranean civilization of District 13 and meets with the people and their leader, President Alma Coin, after being taken to see the remains of District 12. A love triangle between Katniss, Peeta, and Gale slowly unfolds, forcing Katniss to decide whom she really wants to be with—a situation complicated by the fact that Peeta is currently being tortured in the Capitol while Gale is at Katniss's side. Katniss also forms a bond of friendship with Finnick, who goes through the same pain she is going through and is able to understand her situation.

Katniss agrees to be the symbolic leader of their rebellion: "the Mockingjay", the face of the rebels. She discovers that Cinna has been killed by the Capitol, but the rest of her prep team survived in District 13's captivity; they prep Katniss for the cameras when she agrees to start doing propaganda pieces for the rebels. Katniss becomes increasingly emotionally unstable by the horrors she witnesses—mass slaughter, the destruction of the only home she has ever known with 90% of the citizens of District 12 dead, many friends killed due to their association with her, and Peeta being beaten on live television. After a rescue mission in which a team from District 13 brings Peeta back, she finds out his memories have been distorted by tracker jacker venom, a mind-control torturing method referred to as "hijacking". He now hates and wants to kill Katniss, believing she is a muttation[image: External link] created by the Capitol. Katniss becomes even more determined to kill Snow after this.

She, along with a group of sharpshooters that include Gale, Finnick, and later joined by Peeta (much to Katniss's dismay) sneak into the Capitol at the cost of several of their own lives in an attempt to kill Snow. Along the way, they encounter sadistic traps created by game makers to make sport of their deaths, and on one occasion, Finnick and Katniss fight off muttations, who start decapitating Finnick, leading Katniss to explode the Holo to allow her friend a quick death. As the remaining team get close to the presidential mansion, an array of bombs are dropped from a Hovercraft, with only some exploding, killing the refugee Capitol children on whom they were dropped. Rebel medics, including Prim, rush to help the children, but as they arrive the rest of the bombs explode. Prim is killed in front of Katniss, while Katniss's body is severely burned. Although she makes a remarkable physical recovery, Katniss temporarily loses the ability to speak, traumatized by the death of her sister. It is possible that Gale was involved in the making of the bombs that killed Prim, although he denies knowing that civilians would be attacked.

Meanwhile, President Snow is arrested, found guilty of his crimes against the people of Panem, and sentenced to death. Per Katniss' request, she is designated as his executioner. Before the execution, Snow tells Katniss that the bombs weren't his but the rebels' way of gaining sympathy in the Capitol for their cause, making it look like the work of Snow. Although she initially refuses to believe Snow, Katniss realizes that the attack method was identical to a trap Gale and fellow Quarter Quell tribute Beetee[image: External link] had designed. Eventually, Katniss realizes that someone high up in the ranks of the Rebels would have had to order to have Prim on the front line, despite her age, and comes to suspect that Coin ordered the attack on the children in order to trick the Capitol citizens into thinking that the government had killed their children, therefore winning the loyalty of the Capitol's citizens and that Prim was there solely to subdue and unhinge Katniss.

Furthermore, Coin suggests that there will be one last Hunger Games where the children from the Capitol will be reaped. She seeks the approval of the surviving victors before making these games official, and Katniss votes yes as a means of gaining Coin's trust. During the supposed execution of Snow, she instead shoots Coin, due to her being responsible for Prim's death. She then attempts to kill herself with the suicide pill attached to her uniform, but Peeta stops her. She is then arrested and placed in solitary confinement, where she attempts to commit suicide by starving herself and overdosing. However, she is ultimately released on the grounds that she wasn't mentally well at the time of the assassination and is sent back to District 12. Katniss, accompanied by Haymitch, goes back to her home in Victor's Village and is put under care.

Driven into a deep depression, Katniss refuses to leave her house until Peeta (who by then has largely recovered from his brainwashing) returns to District 12 to plant primroses outside, in memory of her sister. Katniss begins to regain her mental health, and she and Peeta deal with their feelings by creating a book composed of information about deceased tributes, friends, and family (eventually Haymitch joins them in this project). Katniss's mother, who chose not to return to District 12 because of all the painful memories of her deceased husband and daughter, decides to work in District 4 as medical personnel. Gale got a "fancy job" in District 2 and is seen regularly on television. Annie, Finnick's wife, has their son. A few hundred District 12 survivors return home and rebuild it, where they no longer mine coal, producing food and manufacturing medicine instead. The novel ends with Katniss admitting that she does indeed love Peeta.
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 Epilogue




In the epilogue, Katniss and Peeta are married and have two children. Their first child, a girl, has Katniss' dark hair and Peeta's blue eyes; their second child, a boy, has Katniss' gray eyes and Peeta's blond curls. Katniss still wakes up screaming in the night and is worried about telling her children about the nightmares involving their parents' contribution in the Games and the rebellion. She finds no pleasure in life at times because she knows it could all be taken away at once. To soothe her traumatized psyche, Katniss makes lists in her mind of every act of kindness she has ever seen, an obsession that she realizes is simply a "repetitive game" to keep darker thoughts at bay. In the series' last words, Katniss offers one final observation: "But there are much worse games to play."
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 Characterization
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 Background




Katniss and her family live in the futuristic nation of Panem[image: External link], located on the continent once known as North America[image: External link], which was destroyed in a global catastrophe. Panem is run by an all-powerful city called the Capitol[image: External link], located in the Rocky Mountains[image: External link], which is surrounded by 12 districts, each having a specific purpose in supplying something to the Capitol. The story starts in District 12[image: External link], Katniss's home, the coal-mining district. District 12, in the Appalachian Mountains[image: External link], is the poorest of the districts, and Katniss lives with her mother and sister in the poorest part of town, known as the Seam.

Katniss's father, a coal miner, was killed in a mine explosion when Katniss was 11. After his death, Katniss's mother went into a deep depression and was unable to take care of her children. On the brink of starvation a few weeks before her twelfth birthday Katniss wandered into the richer part of town, hoping to steal some scraps from the garbage bins of rich merchants. The baker's son, Peeta, whom she did not know, took a beating from his mother for intentionally burning two loaves of bread, knowing that he would be told to throw them out. He was told to give the two loaves of bread to the pig, but instead gave them to Katniss. Katniss took them home to her family, who had not eaten in days. The bread gave them hope and kept them motivated, leaving Katniss feeling resentfully indebted to Peeta.

A few days after the incident with the bread, Katniss decided to go into the woods surrounding her district to hunt illegally and gather plants to eat, which was how her father had gotten most of the family's food before he died. There, she met a boy named Gale Hawthorne[image: External link]. Together, they provide for both their families and develop a strong friendship.

Katniss's mother slowly surfaces from her depression and is able to return to her job as an apothecary, and Katniss makes an effort to forgive her. However, despite her mending relationship with her mother, strong friendship with Gale, and the increasingly strong affections she gains for Peeta, Katniss remains adamant that Prim[image: External link], her younger sister, is "the only person she's certain she loves".
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 Personality




Collins has described Katniss as being an independent strong survivalist, lethal, but good at thinking outside the box.[6] Katniss's past hardships (her father's death, mother's depression, and near starvation) have made her a survivor, and she will endure hardship and hard work to preserve her own life and the life of her family. She states herself that nice people are the most dangerous because they get inside of her and that they could hurt her badly when she least expected it. She has shown she will protect those she loves, no matter the cost to herself, as shown when she volunteers for the Games to save her little sister Prim, when she shields Gale to keep him from being whipped, even when it means a lash for herself, and when she stoically decides during her second Games to die to save Peeta. Because the majority of her time before the Games was spent keeping herself and her family alive, she does not understand many social cues and is often ignorant of other people's emotions, such as when she doesn't recognize Gale's hints at his growing affection for her, or when she fails to realize that she and Madge Undersee are actually close friends. She has no experience with romance or love other than that of her family, and doesn't believe she wants it. She never actually understands that Peeta was telling the truth when he declared his love for her in the pre-game interview until after the games itself. She also has large trust issues, and does not trust anyone. She plans never to be married nor have children that would grow up subject to the Reaping.

She quickly adapts to the "kill or be killed" philosophy of the games and coldly considers how she will kill her fellow competitors during the first Games, at one point rationalizing that she is already a killer due to her hunting experience, though she is briefly disturbed after her first direct kill, Marvel. By the end of the first Games, she is prepared to shoot Cato, and attempts to do so only to be interrupted by Peeta being attacked by the muttations. Despite her cold-bloodedness, she is nonetheless extremely relieved at not having to kill her allies Rue and Peeta. As the series progresses, however, she becomes increasingly cold-blooded, to the point where she objectively discusses how to kill everyone (but Peeta) involved in her second Hunger Games in Catching Fire (though she ultimately has to kill only one combatant), and by the third novel is depicted killing an unarmed female civilian during a mission, with apparent remorse.

In Catching Fire[image: External link], Katniss struggles to understand Panem political issues as she has had very little education or experience of politics.[7] She also gradually realizes that there are more important things than survival and decides she is willing to die for Peeta and the rebellion.
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 Skills




Katniss is a highly skilled archer, hunter, and trapper, having learned these from her father and Gale, honed to keep her family from starving. She uses her archery skills during the pre-games judging and receives a score of an 11 (out of a possible 12). She has been well educated on edible, medicinal, and poisonous plant life of District 12. Additionally, she has a singing voice that is so beautiful birds stay quiet to listen, also from her father, although she has been reluctant to sing since his death (she claims that it's because music is useless for practical survival, but she suspects it's actually because music reminds her too much of him). Katniss is a skilled tree-climber, which has benefited her in hunting and the Games. She is usually very logical except for times when her emotions get in the way. Peeta mentions that she has an effect on people around her, the image she projects, and he admires her for it.
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 Physical appearance




Katniss is described as having "straight black hair, olive skin[image: External link], and grey eyes", which are typical characteristics of the Seam; the poorest area of District 12. Katniss normally wears her hair in a long braid down her back. She is thin and not very tall, but is strong for her size from hunting to feed her family in the woods outside of District 12. Katniss is sixteen years old during the 74th Hunger Games and 17–18 years old during the Quarter Quell and the Rebellion. She also wears a pin of a mockingjay during the games to represent good luck.
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 Critical reception




Katniss has received mostly positive reviews. In a review for The Hunger Games, Stephen King[image: External link] said she was a "cool kid" with a "lame name," before adding, "once I got over [her] name...I got to like her a lot."[8] Francisca Goldsmith in Booklist[image: External link] said, "Although Katniss may be skilled with a bow and arrow and adept at analyzing her opponents' next moves, she has much to learn about personal sentiments, especially her own."[9] Publishers Weekly[image: External link] says, "It's a credit to Collins's skill at characterization that Katniss, like a new Theseus, is cold, calculating and still likable."[10] The Cleveland Plain Dealer[image: External link] stated in a review for Catching Fire that "Katniss in a pensive mood seems out of step with the kick-butt assassin," before adding that her loyalty and kindheartedness were enjoyed.[11] John Green[image: External link], in the New York Times, called Katniss a "memorably complex and fascinating heroine[image: External link]".[12] Also in The New York Times, Katie Roiphe said that Katniss in Mockingjay was "a great character without being exactly likeable. [She] is bossy, moody, bratty, demanding, prickly", and commented that this is what makes many recent literature heroines likeable.[13] Entertainment Weekly compared Katniss to Bella Swan[image: External link] from the Twilight Saga[image: External link] and said that "unlike Twilight's passive, angsty Bella, Katniss is a self-possessed young woman who demonstrates equal parts compassion and fearlessness."[14]

Laura Miller of Salon.com[image: External link] finds Katniss too virtuous and without motivation, negatively contrasting Katniss to Bella of Twilight, saying, "In some ways, Katniss is more passive than Bella, allowed to have all kinds of goodies but only if she demonstrates her virtue by not really wanting them in the first place," and, "For all her irritating flaws, Bella, at least, has the courage of her desire. For what, besides a well-earned vengeance, does Katniss Everdeen truly hunger?" However, Miller did think that she was "in many respects an improvement on...Bella".[15] However, The Daily Telegraph's David Gritten labelled her "a great role model for girls" who "has love interests, but doesn’t mope passively over boys".[16]
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 Film adaptation




Actresses Lyndsy Fonseca[image: External link][17] and Kaya Scodelario[image: External link][18] expressed interest in the film and received scripts in October 2010,[19] while Oscar-nominated actress Hailee Steinfeld[image: External link] met with director Gary Ross.[20] Chloë Grace Moretz[image: External link],[21] Malese Jow[image: External link],[22] and Jodelle Ferland[image: External link][23] publicly expressed interest in playing Katniss. Lionsgate confirmed in March 2011 that about 30 actresses either met with them or read for the role, including Jennifer Lawrence, Abigail Breslin, Emma Roberts[image: External link], Saoirse Ronan, Emily Browning[image: External link], and Shailene Woodley, as well as Steinfeld, Moretz, Fonseca, and Scodelario.[24] On March 16, 2011 it was announced that Jennifer Lawrence of Winter's Bone and X-Men: First Class landed the coveted role of Katniss Everdeen.[25] Lawrence was 20 at the time, a bit older than the character.[26] However, author Suzanne Collins said that the actress who plays Katniss has to have "a certain maturity and power" and said she would rather the actress be older than younger.[27] Collins states that Lawrence was the "only one who truly captured the character I wrote in the book" and that she had "every essential quality necessary to play Katniss."[28]
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The Hunger Games (film series)






The Hunger Games film series consists of four science fiction[image: External link] dystopian[image: External link] adventure films[image: External link] based on The Hunger Games trilogy of novels, by the American author Suzanne Collins. Distributed by Lionsgate[image: External link] and produced by Nina Jacobson[image: External link] and Jon Kilik, it stars Jennifer Lawrence as Katniss Everdeen, Josh Hutcherson as Peeta Mellark[image: External link], Woody Harrelson as Haymitch Abernathy[image: External link], Elizabeth Banks[image: External link] as Effie Trinket[image: External link], Philip Seymour Hoffman[image: External link] as Plutarch Heavensbee[image: External link], Stanley Tucci as Caesar Flickerman[image: External link], Donald Sutherland as President Snow[image: External link] and Liam Hemsworth as Gale Hawthorne[image: External link]. Gary Ross[image: External link] directed the first film, while Francis Lawrence[image: External link] directed the next three films.

The first three films set records at the box office. The Hunger Games (2012) set records for the opening day and the biggest opening weekend for a non-sequel film. The Hunger Games: Catching Fire (2013) set the record for biggest opening weekend in the month of November. The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1 (2014) had the largest opening day and weekend of 2014. The films, including The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2 (2015), received a positive reception from critics, with praise aimed at its themes and messages, as well as Jennifer Lawrence's portrayal of the main protagonist, Katniss Everdeen.

The Hunger Games is the 16th highest-grossing film franchise[image: External link] of all time, having grossed over US$2.9 billion worldwide.



TOP
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 Development




Following the release of Suzanne Collins' novel The Hunger Games, on September 14, 2008, Hollywood[image: External link] film studios began looking to adapt the book into film. In March 2009, Color Force[image: External link], an independent studio founded by producer Nina Jacobson[image: External link], bought the film rights to the book.[1]:12 Jacobson then sought out production company Lionsgate[image: External link] to help her produce the film.[2] Collins was also attached to adapt the novel; she began the first draft after completing the third novel in the series, Mockingjay[image: External link] (2010). The search for a director began in 2010 with three directors in the running; David Slade[image: External link], Sam Mendes[image: External link], and Gary Ross[image: External link].[3] Ross was ultimately chosen to direct.[4] By the time Collins had finished the script, Ross decided to go through the script with Collins and screenwriter Billy Ray[image: External link].

In October 2010, scripts were sent to the actors, and casting occurred between March and May 2011. The first role cast was of the protagonist, Katniss Everdeen. As many as 30 actresses were in talks to play the part, with Jennifer Lawrence, Hailee Steinfeld[image: External link], Abigail Breslin, and Chloë Grace Moretz[image: External link] being mentioned most.[5] The role was given to Lawrence.[6]

The roles of Peeta Mellark[image: External link], Katniss' fellow tribute, and Gale Hawthorne[image: External link], her best friend, began casting later that month. Top contenders for Peeta included Josh Hutcherson, Alexander Ludwig (later cast as Cato), Hunter Parrish[image: External link], Evan Peters[image: External link], and Lucas Till[image: External link].[7] Contenders for Gale included Robbie Amell[image: External link], Liam Hemsworth, David Henrie[image: External link], and Drew Roy[image: External link].[7] On April 4, it was reported that Hemsworth had been cast as Gale, and Hutcherson had been cast as Peeta.[8]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Production




Filming for the franchise began on May 23, 2011 and finished on June 20, 2014.[1]:138

Suzanne Collins and Louise Rosner acted as executive producers on the first two films. Other executive producers of the first film include Robin Bissell and Shantal Feghali. Co-producers are Diana Alvarez, Martin Cohen, Louis Phillips, Bryan Unkeless, and Aldric La'auli Porter.[9] Color Force and Lionsgate collaborated on all four films. It was announced on November 1, 2012 that the studio had decided to split the final book, Mockingjay[image: External link] (2010), into two[image: External link] films: The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1 (2014) and The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2 (2015), much like Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1[image: External link] (2010) and 2[image: External link] (2011), and The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn – Part 1 (2011) and 2[image: External link] (2012).[10]
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 Directors




Gary Ross[image: External link] directed the first film (The Hunger Games), and despite initially stating otherwise on April 10, 2012, Lionsgate announced that Ross would not return to direct the sequel.[11] On April 19, 2012, it was confirmed that Francis Lawrence[image: External link] would direct the sequel instead, and on November 1, 2012, it was confirmed that he would return and direct the final two films in the series, based on the novel Mockingjay.[12][13]
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 Scripts




Suzanne Collins began adapting the first book to film after she finished writing Mockingjay. Collins had experience in writing screenplays after writing Clifford's Puppy Days[image: External link] and other children's television shows. When Gary Ross was announced as director for the film in 2010, he began to work with Collins and veteran writer Billy Ray[image: External link] to bring the novel to life. The script was large and resulted in a two-hour and 20 minute film.

After Francis Lawrence took over as director, he brought in Simon Beaufoy[image: External link] and Michael Arndt[image: External link] to write the script for Catching Fire.[14]

The final two films of the series were written by Danny Strong[image: External link] and Peter Craig[image: External link].[15]
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 Casting




Once the three leads were cast, casting shifted to the other tributes. Jack Quaid[image: External link] was cast as Marvel[image: External link], Leven Rambin[image: External link] as Glimmer[image: External link], Amandla Stenberg[image: External link] as Rue[image: External link], and Dayo Okeniyi[image: External link] as Thresh[image: External link].[16] Alexander Ludwig (who auditioned for Peeta) was cast as Cato[image: External link], Isabelle Fuhrman[image: External link] (who auditioned for Katniss) as Clove[image: External link],[17] and Jacqueline Emerson[image: External link] as Foxface[image: External link].[18] Following the casting of tributes, the adult cast began to come together. Elizabeth Banks[image: External link] was cast as Effie Trinket[image: External link], the District 12 escort.[19] Woody Harrelson was cast as Haymitch Abernathy[image: External link], District 12's mentor.[20] Lenny Kravitz[image: External link] was cast as Cinna[image: External link], Katniss' stylist.[21] Wes Bentley was cast as game maker Seneca Crane.[22] Stanley Tucci was cast as Caesar Flickerman[image: External link], Panem's celebrity host.[23] Donald Sutherland was cast as Coriolanus Snow[image: External link], Panem's President.[24] Willow Shields[image: External link] was cast as Primrose Everdeen[image: External link], Katniss' younger sister.[25]

In July 2012, the cast for the second film was announced. Jena Malone[image: External link] would play Johanna Mason[image: External link].[26] Philip Seymour Hoffman[image: External link] would play Plutarch Heavensbee[image: External link],[27] Sam Claflin[image: External link] would play Finnick Odair[image: External link].[28] It was later announced that Jeffrey Wright[image: External link] was cast as Beetee[image: External link], Alan Ritchson[image: External link] as Gloss[image: External link], Lynn Cohen[image: External link] as Mags[image: External link], and Amanda Plummer[image: External link] as Wiress[image: External link].

In August and September 2013, it was revealed that Stef Dawson[image: External link] would play Annie Cresta[image: External link],[29] Natalie Dormer[image: External link] would play Cressida[image: External link],[30] Evan Ross[image: External link] would play Messalla[image: External link], and Julianne Moore would play President Alma Coin[image: External link][31] in the final two films.
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 Filming




Principal photography for The Hunger Games began on May 24, 2011 and concluded on September 15, 2011. The entirety of filming for the first movie took place in North Carolina including the following cities; Asheville, Barnardsville, Black Mountain, Cedar Mountain, Charlotte, Concord, Hildebran and Shelby.[32] All of the Games scenes were filmed on location. All of the Capitol scenes were filmed in a studio in Shelby[image: External link] and Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link].

Principal photography for The Hunger Games: Catching Fire began on September 10, 2012 in Atlanta[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link][33] and concluded in April 2013. In November 2012, production moved to Hawaii[image: External link] to film the arena scenes. Filming took a Christmas break before filming resumed for two weeks in mid-January. In March 2013, the film went back to Hawaii for re-shoots.[34] Atlanta was used for all the Capitol scenes, Hawaii for the arena scenes, and Oakland, New Jersey[image: External link] for District 12 scenes.

Principal photography for The Hunger Games: Mockingjay began on September 23, 2013[35] and concluded on June 20, 2014. The majority of filming for the Mockingjay films was filmed in soundstages in a studio in Atlanta, until April 18, 2014. Production then moved to Paris, France[image: External link], with filming beginning there on May 5, 2014.

Philip Seymour Hoffman[image: External link], who portrays Plutarch Heavensbee, was found dead on February 2, 2014. At the time of his death, he had completed filming his scenes for The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1 and had a week left of shooting for Part 2. Lionsgate released a statement stating that, since the majority of Hoffman’s scenes were completed, the release date for Part 2 would not be affected.[36][37]
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 Films
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 The Hunger Games (2012)




Main article: The Hunger Games (film)


Every year, in the ruins of what was once North America, the Capitol of the nation of Panem forces each of its 12 districts to send a teenage boy and girl, between the ages of 12 and 18, to compete in the Hunger Games: a nationally televised event in which 'tributes' fight each other within an arena, until one survivor remains. When Primrose Everdeen is 'reaped', her older sister Katniss Everdeen volunteers in her place to enter the games and is forced to rely upon her sharp instincts when she's pitted against highly trained tributes.
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 The Hunger Games: Catching Fire (2013)




Main article: The Hunger Games: Catching Fire


Along with fellow District 12 victor Peeta Mellark, Katniss Everdeen returns home safely after winning the 74th Annual Hunger Games. Winning means that they must leave their loved ones behind and embark on a Victory Tour throughout the districts. Along the way Katniss senses a rebellion simmering - one that she and Peeta may have sparked - but the Capitol is still in control as President Snow prepares the 75th Hunger Games - the Quarter Quell - that could change Panem forever.
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 The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1 (2014)




Main article: The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1


Katniss Everdeen finds herself in District 13 after she shatters the games forever. Under the leadership of President Alma Coin and the advice of her trusted friends, Katniss spreads her wings as she fights to save Peeta, along with other victors and a nation moved by her courage.
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 The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2 (2015)




Main article: The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2


Realizing the stakes are no longer just for survival, Katniss Everdeen teams up with her closest friends and allies, including Peeta, Gale, and Finnick, for the ultimate mission. Together, they leave District 13 to liberate the citizens of war-torn Panem and assassinate President Snow.
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 Recurring cast and characters




See also: List of The Hunger Games characters[image: External link] and List of The Hunger Games cast members[image: External link]



List indicator(s)


	This table only includes characters which have appeared in more than one film in the series.

	A dark grey cell indicates the character was not in the film.







	Character
	Films



	The Hunger Games
	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2



	Katniss Everdeen
	Jennifer Lawrence



	Peeta Mellark[image: External link]
	Josh Hutcherson



	Gale Hawthorne[image: External link]
	Liam Hemsworth



	Haymitch Abernathy[image: External link]
	Woody Harrelson



	Effie Trinket[image: External link]
	Elizabeth Banks[image: External link]



	President Coriolanus Snow[image: External link]
	Donald Sutherland



	Caesar Flickerman[image: External link]
	Stanley Tucci



	Primrose Everdeen[image: External link]
	Willow Shields[image: External link]



	Mrs. Everdeen[image: External link]
	Paula Malcomson[image: External link]



	Cinna[image: External link]
	Lenny Kravitz[image: External link]
	



	Plutarch Heavensbee[image: External link]
	
	Philip Seymour Hoffman[image: External link]



	Beetee Latier[image: External link]
	
	Jeffrey Wright[image: External link]



	Finnick Odair[image: External link]
	
	Sam Claflin[image: External link]



	Johanna Mason[image: External link]
	
	Jena Malone[image: External link]



	Annie Cresta[image: External link]
	
	Stef Dawson[image: External link]



	President Alma Coin[image: External link]
	
	Julianne Moore



	Boggs[image: External link]
	
	Mahershala Ali



	Cressida[image: External link]
	
	Natalie Dormer[image: External link]



	Commander Paylor[image: External link]
	
	Patina Miller[image: External link]
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 Crew






	Role
	Films



	The Hunger Games
	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2



	Director
	Gary Ross[image: External link]
	Francis Lawrence[image: External link]



	Producer
	Nina Jacobson[image: External link] and Jon Kilik



	Writer
	Suzanne Collins, Gary Ross and Billy Ray[image: External link]
	Simon Beaufoy[image: External link] and Michael Arndt[image: External link]
	Danny Strong[image: External link] and Peter Craig[image: External link]



	Composer
	James Newton Howard[image: External link]



	Cinematographer
	Tom Stern[image: External link]
	Jo Willems



	Editor
	Stephen Mirrione[image: External link] and Juliette Welfling[image: External link]
	Alan Edward Bell
	Alan Edward Bell and Mark Yoshikawa
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 Reception
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 Box office performance






	Film
	Release date
	Box office gross
	Box office ranking
	Production budget
	Ref(s)



	North America
	Other territories
	Worldwide
	All time

North America
	All time

worldwide



	The Hunger Games
	March 23, 2012
	$408,010,692
	$286,384,032
	$694,394,724
	19
	87
	$78 million
	[38]



	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
	November 22, 2013
	$424,668,047
	$440,343,699
	$865,011,746
	14
	50
	$130 million
	[39]



	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1
	November 21, 2014
	$337,135,885
	$418,220,826
	$755,356,711
	40
	70
	$125 million
	[40]



	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2
	November 20, 2015
	$281,723,902
	$371,704,359
	$653,428,261
	77
	97
	$160 million
	[41]



	
	Total
	[42]



	$1,451,538,526
	$1,516,652,916
	$2,968,191,442
	
	$493 million




All the Hunger Games films finished first at the North American box office during both their opening and second weekend.[43][44][45] In North America, The Hunger Games film series is the second highest grossing film series based on young adult books[image: External link], after the Harry Potter series[image: External link], earning over $1.4 billion.[46] Worldwide, it is the third highest grossing film series based on young-adult books after the film series of Harry Potter and The Twilight Saga, respectively, having grossed over $2.9 billion.[47] In North America, it is the eighth highest grossing film franchise of all time.[48] Worldwide, it is the 15th or 16th highest grossing film franchise[image: External link] of all time.[49][citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Critical and public response






	Film
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic[image: External link]
	CinemaScore[image: External link]



	The Hunger Games
	84% (282 reviews)[50]
	68 (49 reviews)[51]
	A[52]



	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
	89% (259 reviews)[53]
	76 (49 reviews)[54]
	A[52]



	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1
	65% (252 reviews)[55]
	64 (46 reviews)[56]
	A-[52]



	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2
	70% (250 reviews)[57]
	65 (44 reviews)[58]
	A-[52]




All The Hunger Games films received a "Fresh Rating" in the review aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], with the first two films receiving a "Certified Rating" stub.[59]
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Action Hero






For a list focused on female action heroes, see list of female action heroes[image: External link].

The archetypal action hero or heroine is the protagonist of an action film[image: External link] or other entertainment which portrays action and adventure.[1] Other media in which such heroes appear include swashbuckler films[image: External link], Westerns on television[image: External link], old-time radio[image: External link], adventure novels[image: External link], dime novels[image: External link], pulp magazines[image: External link], and folklore[image: External link].
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	Anandalok Best Action Hero Award[image: External link]
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^ Barna William Donovan (2010), Blood, guns, and testosterone: action films, audiences, and a thirst for violence, Scarecrow Press, ISBN[image: External link]  9780810872622[image: External link]
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David O. Russell






For other people named David Russell, see David Russell (disambiguation)[image: External link].

David Owen Russell (born August 20, 1958) is an American film director[image: External link], screenwriter[image: External link], and producer[image: External link]. His early directing career includes the comedy films Spanking the Monkey[image: External link] (1994), Flirting with Disaster[image: External link] (1996), Three Kings[image: External link] (1999) and I ♥ Huckabees[image: External link] (2004).

Three of Russell's more recent films – the biographical sports drama The Fighter (2010), the romantic comedy-drama Silver Linings Playbook (2012), and the comedy-drama crime film American Hustle (2013) – were commercially successful and acclaimed by critics, having earned Russell three Academy Award[image: External link] nominations for Best Director[image: External link], as well as a Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link] nomination for Silver Linings Playbook and a Best Original Screenplay[image: External link] nomination for American Hustle. Russell received his seventh Golden Globe[image: External link] nomination for the semi-biographical comedy-drama Joy (2015).
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 Early life




Russell was born in Manhattan[image: External link], to Maria (née Muzio) and Bernard (Markovski)[1][2][3] Russell. His parents worked for Simon & Schuster[image: External link]; his father was the vice president of sales for the company[4][5][6][7] and his mother was a secretary there.[8] His father was from a Russian Jewish[image: External link] family and his mother was Italian American[image: External link] (of Lucanian[image: External link] descent).[9] Russell's maternal grandparents were Frank Muzio, born in Craco[image: External link], and Philomena Brancata, born in Ferrandina[image: External link], both in the province of Matera[image: External link].[10] His paternal grandfather, a butcher from the Upper West Side[image: External link] of Manhattan[image: External link], lost many of his relatives in concentration camps[image: External link].[11]

Russell was raised in Larchmont, New York[image: External link],[4][12] in an atheist, middle-class household.[13][14] When he was 13, he made his first film for a school project and used a Super 8 film camera[image: External link] to film people in New York City[image: External link].[15] He attended Mamaroneck High School[image: External link],[16] where he was voted "Class Rebel".[17] He fell in love with film in his teens (his favorite movies included Taxi Driver[image: External link], Chinatown[image: External link], and Shampoo[image: External link])[4] but aspired to become a writer; Russell started a newspaper in high school and wrote short stories[image: External link].[8] His parents worked for a publishing company, so he grew up in a household filled with books and novels.[8][18]

Russell received his A.B.[image: External link] degree from Amherst College[image: External link], where he majored in English and Political Science, in 1981.[4][19] He wrote his senior thesis on the United States intervention in Chile[image: External link] from 1963 to 1973.[20]
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After graduating from Amherst, Russell traveled to Nicaragua[image: External link] and taught in a Sandinista[image: External link] literacy program.[4] He worked manual labor jobs, including waitering, bartending, and catering.[4][21] Some of his bartending colleagues included members of the Blue Man Group[image: External link].[14] He worked for a booksellers' association[14] and later became a community organizer in Maine[image: External link]. He used video equipment to document slums and bad housing conditions, which later became a documentary of Lewiston, Maine[image: External link].[21] Russell was a political activist[22] and canvassed and raised money in neighborhoods;[17] he also did community work in Boston[image: External link]'s South End[image: External link].[8] In addition to working in several day jobs, he began to write short films.[21]

Russell directed a documentary about Panamanian immigrants[image: External link] in Boston,[23] which led to a job as a production assistant on a PBS[image: External link] series called Smithsonian World.[8]

In 1987, Russell wrote, produced, and directed Bingo Inferno: A Parody on American Obsessions, a film about an obsessive bingo-playing mother.[3] Two years later, he made another short titled Hairway to the Stars, which featured Bette Davis and William Hickey[image: External link].[3][24] Both shorts were shown at the Sundance Film Festival.[3]
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 Spanking the Monkey




After Russell made an award-winning short film for a Boston television station, he received grants from the New York State Council on the Arts[image: External link] and the National Endowment for the Arts[image: External link].[8] Instead of the money going towards a feature about a fortune cookie writer, he decided to make Spanking the Monkey[image: External link], a film about an incestuous mother-son relationship.[25] As a result, Russell had to return the funds to the NEA.[25]

Spanking the Monkey, the 1994 independent dark comedy, was his first directorial effort. The film was produced by Dean Silvers[image: External link], and starred Jeremy Davies[image: External link] as a troubled young man and Alberta Watson[image: External link] as his lonely mother. Despite the controversial subject matter, the film received critical acclaim[26] and won him Best First Screenplay[image: External link] and Best First Feature[image: External link] from the Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link], as well as the Audience Award at the Sundance Film Festival.[27]
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His next project was the Miramax[image: External link] comedy Flirting with Disaster[image: External link] (1996), his second collaboration with Dean Silvers[image: External link], and first with Harvey Weinstein[image: External link]. The film follows a neurotic man (Ben Stiller) who travels with his wife (Patricia Arquette) and a high-strung caseworker (Téa Leoni) to find his biological parents. The film also starred Mary Tyler Moore[image: External link], George Segal[image: External link], Alan Alda[image: External link], Josh Brolin, Richard Jenkins[image: External link], and Lily Tomlin. It was screened in the Un Certain Regard section at the Cannes Film Festival[image: External link], and was well received by most critics.[28] Roger Ebert said of the direction, "Russell finds the strong central line all screwball begins with, the seemingly serious mission or quest, and then throws darts at a map of the United States as he creates his characters."[29] Lisa Schwarzbaum of Entertainment Weekly gave the film a 'B' and declared it "one of the ha-ha funniest comedies currently at a theater near you."[30]
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The success of those two films led to the satirical Gulf War[image: External link] black comedy Three Kings[image: External link], starring George Clooney[image: External link], Mark Wahlberg, Ice Cube[image: External link] and Spike Jonze[image: External link]. Adapted from an earlier script by former stand-up comic John Ridley[image: External link], the film follows three American GIs[image: External link] who devise a plan to steal hidden Kuwaiti gold during the 1991 Iraqi uprising[image: External link] against Saddam Hussein[image: External link]. Filmed in the deserts of Arizona[image: External link], California[image: External link] and Mexico, and featuring actual Iraqi[image: External link] refugees as extras, Russell used several unique cinematic techniques to achieve a feeling of realism. He filmed using handheld cameras and Steadicam[image: External link], and shot on Ektachrome[image: External link] slide photography stock that was cross processed in colour negative chemicals, to reproduce "the odd colour of the newspaper images [of the Gulf War]."[citation needed[image: External link]] He also insisted on filming all of the explosions in one shot, unlike a typical action film.

Three Kings was released in 1999 and was his biggest critical and financial success. It grossed $60 million in the United States and over $100 million worldwide.[31] It holds a 94% at Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], with the consensus "Three Kings successfully blends elements of action, drama, and comedy into a thoughtful, exciting movie on the Gulf War."[32] It ended up being the first of several collaborations with Mark Wahlberg. During filming, news spread of Russell and George Clooney[image: External link] nearly having a fistfight on the set. In a 2000 interview, Clooney described his confrontation with Russell after tensions on the set had been steadily increasing. According to Clooney, Russell was demeaning the crew verbally and physically. Clooney felt this was out of line and told Russell, "David, it's a big day. But you can't shove, push or humiliate people who aren't allowed to defend themselves." After the confrontation escalated when, according to Sharon Waxman in "Rebels on the Backlot," Russell actually headbutted Clooney and Clooney grabbed Russell by the throat, Clooney said Russell eventually apologized and filming continued, but Clooney described the incident as "truly, without exception, the worst experience of my life." When asked if he would work with Russell again, Clooney responded, "Life's too short."[33] In early 2012, Clooney indicated that he and Russell had mended their relationship, saying "We made a really, really great film, and we had a really rough time together, but it's a case of both of us getting older. I really do appreciate the work he continues to do, and I think he appreciates what I'm trying to do."[34]
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Russell's next project was the existential[image: External link] comedy I ♥ Huckabees[image: External link]. Russell had conflicts with Lily Tomlin during its filming, and in March 2007, two videos were leaked onto YouTube[image: External link] portraying on-set arguments between Russell and Tomlin, in which among other things he called her sexist names.[35][36] These abusive tirades by Russell were first reported in a 2004 New York Times[image: External link] article[37] by Sharon Waxman[image: External link] in which she describes him calling Tomlin "...the crudest word imaginable, in front of the actors and crew." Additionally Waxman describes Russell storming off the set and back on again, continually shouting, which is corroborated by the leaked videos. On the set, actors were sometimes driven to their wits' ends after hours of takes. Afterward, Tomlin remarked that she and Russell are "fine", saying, "I'd rather have someone human and available and raw and open. Don't give me someone cold, or cut off, or someone who considers themselves dignified." In a 2011 interview with Movieline, Tomlin was asked about the incident and she replied:


It happens sometimes—but David is a very mercurial person, and that's part of why he's so brilliant. He almost reflects the movie. I did two movies with him, and I Heart Huckabees was so crazy, so all over the place, I think he kind of embodies intuitively whatever he's trying to make happen. It was just crazy, crazy stuff. We were always doing something, and then we'd get manic and crazy and I just flipped out on him. Then he flipped out on me. And you know, stuff goes on. But it's nothing. It's like family. If you have a big fight in your family, usually it's treated that way on the set. We don't want to misbehave; believe me, it's embarrassing. It's humiliating, you know? Because you just lose it. You act like a crazy person. [Laughs] But I adore David. I adore him as a talent. A lot of my friends said, "Well, you won't work with him again." I said, "Of course I would! I adore him, I love him. He's brilliant." [38]



The film itself was released to mixed reviews;[39] however, recent collaborator Jennifer Lawrence says it is her favorite David O. Russell film [40]
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Nailed is a political comedy co-written by Russell and Kristin Gore[image: External link], and stars Jessica Biel[image: External link], Jake Gyllenhaal, Tracy Morgan[image: External link], Catherine Keener, Paul Reubens[image: External link], James Brolin[image: External link] and Kirstie Alley[image: External link]. Production was delayed or shut down four times in 2008, resulting in IATSE[image: External link] shutting down production because the crew was not getting paid.[41][42] Actor James Caan[image: External link] left mid-production "due to creative differences and [the] split was amicable."[43]

The film revolves around the character of Alice Eckle (played by Jessica Biel) who gets accidentally shot in the head with a nail by a clumsy workman, eliciting wild sexual urges. The uninsured Eckle goes on a crusade to Washington to fight for the rights of the bizarrely injured. She meets an immoral congressman (Jake Gyllenhaal) who takes advantage of her sex drive and capitalizes on her crusade as Eckle heads into her own career in politics.[44] Russell ceased working on the film in 2010;[45] it was retitled Accidental Love[image: External link] and was released on VOD[image: External link] on February 10, 2015 before a limited release[image: External link] on March 20, 2015 [46]
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In 2010, Russell returned with The Fighter, a biographical sports drama produced by and starring Mark Wahlberg. The film focuses on junior welterweight boxer Mickey Ward[image: External link]'s rise to claim the WBU[image: External link] Light Welterweight title, as well as his difficult relationship with his mother, Alice Ward (Melissa Leo), and his older half-brother Dickie Eklund[image: External link] (Christian Bale). The film became a major critical and financial success, grossing $125 million,[47] and appearing on several critics' year-end top ten lists.[48] The Fighter also received seven Academy Award[image: External link] nominations, including Best Picture[image: External link] and Best Director[image: External link] for Russell, the first of his career,[49] and earned awards for both Bale and Leo, for Best Supporting Actor and Best Supporting Actress, respectively.
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Silver Linings Playbook was adapted from the serio-comic novel by Matthew Quick.[50] Bradley Cooper plays Pat and Robert De Niro, who starred with Cooper in Limitless[image: External link], co-stars as his father. Jennifer Lawrence plays the lead female role of Tiffany. She commented about Russell, "He’s really my favorite director since I started watching movies."[51] The cast also includes Jacki Weaver, Chris Tucker and the veteran Bollywood[image: External link] actor Anupam Kher.[52] The film was released in the United States and Canada on November 16, 2012.[53]

Russell received the Hollywood Director Award at the 16th annual Hollywood Film Awards and an Indie Impact Award at the Palm Springs International Film Festival for his work on the film,[54][55] as well as two Independent Spirit Awards (Best Director, Best Screenplay), two Satellite Awards (Best Director, Best Adapted Screenplay), a BAFTA Film Award (Adapted Screenplay), and the AFI Award for Movie of the Year.[56][57][58][59] Silver Linings Playbook won the People's Choice Award at the 2012 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] and garnered four Golden Globe Award nominations (with one win for Jennifer Lawrence, Best Performance by an Actress in a Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy) and eight Academy Award nominations, including Best Picture, Best Director (Russell), Best Adapted Screenplay (Russell), Best Actor in a Leading Role (Bradley Cooper), Best Actress in a Leading Role (winner, Jennifer Lawrence), Best Supporting Actor (Robert De Niro), Best Supporting Actress (Jacki Weaver) and Best Film Editing (Jay Cassidy and Crispin Struthers).[60][61]

Silver Linings Playbook is about a former teacher named Pat Solitano (Bradley Cooper), who suffers from bipolar disorder, and moves back in with his family. He is initially obsessive about reuniting with his spouse after having discovered her with a lover and assaulting the man; however, the story explores the development of his relationship with Tiffany Maxwell (Jennifer Lawrence). The film was inspired by Devereaux Glenholme School[image: External link], a 12-month special education boarding school in Washington, CT. Russell's son is currently a student there, and Russell stated, "I was so familiar with the issues in the story that I knew how emotional and funny and original it could be. Without this community I would never have made this film." [62][63]
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Russell's next project was American Hustle (2013), a comedy based on the ABSCAM[image: External link] scandal of the 1970s. The film's plot revolved around skilled con artists Irving Rosenfeld (Christian Bale) and Sydney Prosser (Amy Adams) being forced to work for unhinged FBI Agent Richie DiMaso (Bradley Cooper). Their complicated operation eventually involves Mayor Carmine Polito (Jeremy Renner) of Camden, New Jersey, as well as Irving's unpredictable wife Rosalyn (Jennifer Lawrence). The film reunited Russell with Bale and Adams after The Fighter, as well as with Cooper, Lawrence, and De Niro after Silver Linings Playbook.[64] Saïd Taghmaoui[image: External link], the Iraqi captain from Three Kings, also makes an appearance.

According to Salon[image: External link], in the Sony Pictures Entertainment hack[image: External link], it was revealed that the "famously tyrannical director made Amy Adams’ life a living hell" during the production of the film, and Christian Bale intervened. Salon reported that, in an email to Sony chief Michael Lynton, journalist Jonathan Alter said: “He grabbed one guy by the collar, cursed out people repeatedly in front of others and so abused Amy Adams that Christian Bale got in his face and told him to stop acting like an asshole.” Adams told British GQ[image: External link], “I was... devastated on set.” And added, "Jennifer [Lawrence] doesn’t take any of it on. She’s Teflon. And I am not Teflon. But I also don’t like to see other people treated badly. It’s not OK with me."[65]

The film received 7 Golden Globe[image: External link] nominations, including Best Motion Picture Comedy & Best Director for Russell, and three wins including Best Motion Picture Comedy, Best Actress for Amy Adams and Best Supporting Actress for Jennifer Lawrence.[66] Additionally, the film received 10 Academy Award nominations, including Best Picture, Best Director, Best Actor, Best Actress, Best Supporting Actor and Best Supporting Actress,[67] along with a Screen Actors Guild Award win for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture.[68]
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Main article: Joy (film)


In January 2014, it was announced that Russell would rewrite and direct a comedy-drama film about American inventor and entrepreneur Joy Mangano, a struggling Long Island single mother of three children. Jennifer Lawrence played the lead role in the film. John Davis[image: External link] and John Fox produced the film for Davis Entertainment[image: External link], along with Ken Mok[image: External link], while 20th Century Fox[image: External link] holds the distribution rights.[69] Principal photography[image: External link] began on February 17, 2015,[70] and the film, titled Joy, was released on December 25, 2015.[71] The film received mixed to positive reviews, focusing mainly on the strong central performance by actor Jennifer Lawrence, Russell's direction, and the supporting performances by Dianne Ladd, Robert De Niro, and company.[72] Featured music in the film was a driving force behind the narrative, including a reworked a cappella version of Cream[image: External link]'s "I Feel Free[image: External link]".[73] Strong box office greeted the film's first five days, with a $5900-per-screen average, and 25 million dollars in gross receipts, according to Box Office Mojo; it grossed a worldwide total of over $101 million.[74]

The film was nominated for 2 Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], including Best Musical or Comedy[image: External link], and Best Actress in a Musical or Comedy for Jennifer Lawrence, which she won.[75] Lawrence was also nominated for the Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link], the film's only Oscar nomination.[76]
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Written and Directed by Russell, Past Forward was a short film collaboration between the director and Prada[image: External link]. A clip of the film premiered in September 2016 at Milan Fashion Week, and premiered November 2016 in Los Angeles[image: External link]. In the short film, Russell uses three different actors for the same roles including Kuoth Wiel, Frieda Pinto[image: External link] and Allison Williams[image: External link]. The film has been described as a "surreal dreamscape with an eclectic cast replaying scenes in shifting combinations". [77]
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David O. Russell is on the board of Ghetto Film School (GFS), an organization that was founded in 2000 to educate, develop, and celebrate the next generation of great American storytellers.[78] Russell learned about GFS in 2002 while earning an honorary degree from his alma mater, Amherst College[image: External link], from two students who introduced him to Joe Hall, president of Ghetto Film School.[79][80] Shortly after, Russell joined the board of the organization.[81]

Along with fellow board members, Russell brought filmmaker friends, industry and movie studio professionals to donate money and lend their time teaching classes to support young black and Latino filmmakers from the South Bronx and Harlem[image: External link].[82] He has gotten Tracy Morgan[image: External link], Jessica Biel[image: External link], Amy Adams, James Marsden, Jim Carrey, Mark Wahlberg, and Robert De Niro involved in the school.[80]

On June 16, 2014, Ghetto Film School opened its new branch in Los Angeles.[83] This was thanks in part to Russell with an assist from 21st Century Fox[image: External link] co-COO James Murdoch[image: External link].[80]

In October 2015, Russell and Jim Gianopulos[image: External link] hosted the premiere of Ghetto Film School Los Angeles fellows' thesis film Devil's Gate.[84]
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Russell has regularly collaborated with actors, and many of these frequent collaborators appear in the same movies or as ensemble casts. Russell said “People ask me why I collaborate with her so much, or Robert De Niro or Bradley Cooper. My first answer would be this: Bette Davis collaborated with William Wyler on five films. Katharine Hepburn and George Cukor collaborated on seven films. Katharine Hepburn collaborated with George Stevens on three films. Scorsese with Robert De Niro, eight films. I think DiCaprio is up about six. If you’re friends with somebody and you happen to like and respect each other, you can inspire each other,” on the interview with IndieWire.[85]

Mark Wahlberg partnered with Russell in Three Kings , I ♥ Huckabees, and The Fighter, while Jennifer Lawrence, Bradley Cooper, and Robert De Niro all appeared in Silver Linings Playbook, American Hustle, and Joy. Christian Bale and Amy Adams both appeared in The Fighter and American Hustle.

During her 2016 Golden Globe[image: External link] acceptance speech for Best Performance by an Actress in a Motion Picture – Comedy or Musical, Lawrence credited her win, and previous wins to Russell.[86]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Directed Academy Award performances




Russell has directed multiple Oscar winning and nominated performances. He holds the unique distinction of being the only director to have two films with nominations in all four acting categories[image: External link].



	Year
	Performer
	Film
	Result



	Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]



	2012[image: External link]
	Bradley Cooper
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Nominated



	2013[image: External link]
	Christian Bale
	American Hustle
	Nominated



	Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link]



	2012[image: External link]
	Jennifer Lawrence
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Won



	2013[image: External link]
	Amy Adams
	American Hustle
	Nominated



	2015[image: External link]
	Jennifer Lawrence
	Joy
	Nominated



	Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]



	2010[image: External link]
	Christian Bale
	The Fighter
	Won



	2012[image: External link]
	Robert De Niro
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Nominated



	2013[image: External link]
	Bradley Cooper
	American Hustle
	Nominated



	Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]



	2010[image: External link]
	Melissa Leo
	The Fighter
	Won



	2010[image: External link]
	Amy Adams
	The Fighter
	Nominated



	2012[image: External link]
	Jackie Weaver[image: External link]
	Silver Linings Playbook
	Nominated



	2013[image: External link]
	Jennifer Lawrence
	American Hustle
	Nominated
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 Crew




Editor Jay Cassidy[image: External link] worked with Russell on Silver Linings Playbook, American Hustle, and Joy, while Crispin Struthers[image: External link] and Alan Baumgarten[image: External link] co-edited the last two with Cassidy.[87] Producers Megan Ellison[image: External link] and Jonathan Gordon[image: External link] have worked him two and three times, respectively.[88][89] Linus Sandgren was cinematographer for American Hustle and Joy.[90]
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Russell was married to Janet Grillo[image: External link], who was a producer at Fine Line Features[image: External link],[4] from 1992 to 2007. He has been with his partner, Holly Davis, since 2007.[14] Davis is a costume designer. Russell has two children: one with Grillo and an adopted son with Davis.[91] He resides in Santa Monica, California[image: External link],[92] and is an advocate for mental illness treatment and support, and an active supporter of Autism[image: External link] research. Russell’s efforts saw him named the “Essential Puzzle Piece honoree” by the Light Up the Night Gala for Autism.[93]

In 2013 Russell visited Washington DC to meet with Vice President Joe Biden[image: External link] and Senator Debbie Stabenow[image: External link] to discuss a new bill regarding Mental Health Care.[94] In May 2014 Russell participated in a panel at Paley Center for the Media[image: External link] that discussed projects which have brought to light the stigmas and suffering associated with mental illness.[95] Russell serves on the Creative Council of Represent.Us[image: External link], a nonpartisan[image: External link] anti-corruption organization.[96]
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Main article: List of awards and nominations received by David O. Russell[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film






	Title
	Year
	Credited as
	Notes
	Ref(s)



	Director
	Writer
	Producer
	Other



	Bingo Inferno: A Parody on American Obsessions
	1987
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Short film[image: External link]

Editor
	[97]

[98]



	Hairway to the Stars
	1989
	Yes
	
	
	
	Short film
	[97]



	Spanking the Monkey[image: External link]
	1994
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Executive producer
	[99]



	Flirting with Disaster[image: External link]
	1996
	Yes
	Yes
	
	
	
	[99]



	Three Kings[image: External link]
	1999
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Hollywood Action Star
	[99]



	Adaptation[image: External link]
	2002
	
	
	
	Yes
	Orlean Dinner Guest
	[100]



	The Slaughter Rule[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	
	
	[101]



	Anchorman: The Legend of Ron Burgundy[image: External link]
	2004
	
	
	Yes
	
	Executive producer
	[99]



	I ♥ Huckabees[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Also known as I Heart Huckabees
	[99]



	Soldiers Pay[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Documentary short

Editor, camera operator
	[102]



	The Fighter
	2010
	Yes
	
	
	
	
	[99]



	Silver Linings Playbook
	2012
	Yes
	Yes
	
	
	
	[99]



	American Hustle
	2013
	Yes
	Yes
	
	
	
	[99]



	Accidental Love[image: External link]
	2015
	Yes
	Yes
	
	
	Uncredited, disowned the film
	[103]



	Joy
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	
	
	[99]



	Past Forward
	2016
	Yes
	Yes
	
	
	Short film in collaboration with Prada[image: External link]
	[104]
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	Title
	Year
	Role
	Network
	Notes
	Ref.



	Outer Space Astronauts[image: External link]
	2009
	—
	Syfy[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	[105]



	Gossip Girl[image: External link]
	2011
	Himself
	The CW[image: External link]
	Episode: "The Wrong Goodbye[image: External link]"
	[106]
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Silver Linings Playbook






For the novel on which the film is based, see The Silver Linings Playbook.

Silver Linings Playbook is a 2012 American romantic[image: External link] comedy-drama[image: External link] film written and directed by David O. Russell. It was adapted from the novel The Silver Linings Playbook, by Matthew Quick. The film stars Bradley Cooper and Jennifer Lawrence, with Robert De Niro, Jacki Weaver, Chris Tucker, Anupam Kher, and Julia Stiles in supporting roles.

Cooper plays Patrick "Pat" Solitano, Jr., a man with bipolar disorder who is released from a psychiatric hospital[image: External link] and moves back in with his parents, played by Robert De Niro and Jacki Weaver. Determined to win back his estranged wife, Pat meets recently widowed Tiffany Maxwell, portrayed by Jennifer Lawrence, who offers to help him get his wife back if he enters a dance competition with her. The two become closer as they train and Pat, his father, and Tiffany examine their relationships with each other as they cope with their problems.

Silver Linings Playbook premiered at the 2012 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2012, and was released in the United States on November 16, 2012.[3] The film opened to major critical success and earned numerous accolades. It received eight Academy Award[image: External link] nominations, including Best Picture[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]. It became the first film since 1981's Reds[image: External link] to be Oscar-nominated for the four acting categories[image: External link] and the first since 2004's Million Dollar Baby[image: External link] to be nominated for the Big Five Oscars[image: External link],[4] with Lawrence winning the Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link].[5] It also achieved four Golden Globe Award[image: External link] nominations, with Lawrence winning Best Actress; three BAFTA[image: External link] nominations, with Russell winning for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]; four Screen Actors Guild[image: External link] nominations; and five Independent Spirit Award[image: External link] nominations, winning in four categories, including Best Film.[6][7][8][9] The film was a success at the box office, grossing over $236 million worldwide, more than eleven times its budget.



TOP
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 Plot




After eight months of treatment in a mental health facility for bipolar disorder, Patrizio "Pat" Solitano, Jr. (Bradley Cooper) is released into the care of his father Patrizio, Sr. (Robert De Niro) and mother Dolores (Jacki Weaver). His main focus is to reconcile with his estranged wife, Nikki (Brea Bee). She has moved away and obtained a restraining order against him after Pat had found her in the shower with another man and nearly beat him to death. During his time in the clinic Pat befriends Danny McDaniels (Chris Tucker), an easygoing man who is embroiled in a legal dispute with the clinic on whether or not he is eligible to leave. Pat's therapist, Dr. Patel (Anupam Kher), does his best to convince him to keep taking his medication, as a repeat of his violent outbursts might send him back to the clinic. But Pat tells him that he has a new outlook on life: he attempts to see the good, or silver linings[image: External link], in all that he experiences.

At dinner with his friend Ronnie (John Ortiz[image: External link]) and his wife Veronica (Julia Stiles), Pat meets Veronica's sister Tiffany Maxwell (Jennifer Lawrence), a young widow with depression and relationship problems. Sparks fly between Pat and Tiffany and she tries to connect by offering casual sex[image: External link], but Pat keeps focusing on getting Nikki back. Tiffany tries to get closer to Pat and even offers to deliver a letter to Nikki—if, in return, he will practice dancing with her (which she does as a therapy) and to partner with her in an upcoming dance competition. He reluctantly agrees and the two begin a rigorous practice regimen over the following weeks. Pat believes the competition will be a good way to show Nikki that he has changed and become a better person.

Patrizio hopes to open his own restaurant and has resorted to illegal bookmaking[image: External link]. Having bet virtually all of his money on the outcome of a Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link] game, he asks Pat to attend as a "good-luck charm". Danny is eventually released from the clinic, and teaches Pat and Tiffany some new dance moves for their routine. Pat asks Tiffany for time off from practice to attend the game. She gives him a typed reply from Nikki, in which she cautiously hints there may be a chance for reconciliation between them. Before he gets into the stadium, Pat gets involved in a fight when some racist fans harass the Indian fans there including his therapist Dr. Patel, and is hauled away by the police. The Eagles lose the game and Patrizio is furious. Tiffany shows up at their house and points out that the way she is "reading the signs," Philadelphia teams do better when she and Pat are together. Convinced, Patrizio makes a parlay[image: External link] with his gambling friend: if the Eagles win their next game and Tiffany and Pat score 5 out of 10 in their dance competition, he will win back double the money he lost on the first bet. Pat is reluctant, and Tiffany, Dolores, and Patrizio conspire to persuade Pat to dance in the competition by telling him that Nikki will be there; it is revealed that his parents have secretly supported Tiffany's attempts to get along with him. Pat notices that the letter from Nikki also refers to "reading the signs" and realizes that Tiffany wrote it.

Tiffany, Pat, and their friends and family arrive at the competition on the night of the football game. Tiffany despairs when she finds that Nikki actually is in the audience, invited by Ronnie and Veronica who want Nikki to lift her restraining order on Pat and give Pat the chance to reconcile with her. Tiffany walks to the bar and starts drinking. Pat finds her moments before their dance and drags her onto the dance floor. They begin their routine as the Eagles defeat the Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]. At the conclusion of their set, Tiffany and Pat score exactly 5 points. Amid cheers from friends and family and confused looks from the crowd, Pat approaches Nikki and speaks quietly into her ear. Tiffany sees this and runs off. Pat leaves Nikki behind after a short conversation, and chases Tiffany. He hands her a letter, in which he admits that he knows she forged Nikki's letter and confesses that he loved her from the moment he met her, though it took him so long to come to terms with it. They share a kiss. Patrizio opens a restaurant with the money he has won, Danny grows even closer to the Solitanos, and Pat and Tiffany begin a relationship, no longer wearing their wedding rings.
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 Cast






	
Bradley Cooper as Patrizio "Pat" Solitano, Jr., a former teacher and recent divorcee[10][11][12]


	
Jennifer Lawrence as Tiffany Maxwell, a young widow[13][14]


	
Robert De Niro as Patrizio "Pat" Solitano, Sr., Pat and Jake's father[11][12]


	
Jacki Weaver as Dolores Solitano, Pat and Jake's mother[15]


	
Anupam Kher as Dr. Cliff Patel, Pat's doctor and friend[16]


	
Chris Tucker as Danny McDaniels, a good friend of Pat from the psychiatric hospital

	
Julia Stiles as Veronica, Tiffany's sister[17]


	
Shea Whigham as Jake Solitano, Pat's brother

	
John Ortiz[image: External link] as Ronnie, Veronica's husband, Pat's friend, and Tiffany's brother-in-law

	Brea Bee as Nikki, Pat's ex-wife

	Cheryl Williams as Tiffany and Veronica's mom

	Patrick McDade as Tiffany and Veronica's dad

	
Dash Mihok[image: External link] as Officer Keogh

	Matthew Russell as Ricky D'Angelo

	
Paul Herman[image: External link] as Randy

	Patsy Meck as Nancy: the principal of the school where Pat and Nikki worked

	
Phillip Chorba[image: External link] as Tiffany Maxwell's ex-boyfriend Jordie[18]
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Renee Witt, an executive at The Weinstein Company[image: External link], convinced Harvey Weinstein[image: External link] to option[image: External link] the book on which the film is based,[19] doing so before it was published.[20] Sydney Pollack[image: External link] then began developing for David O. Russell to direct.[19] Pollack told Russell that the film adaptation[image: External link] would be tricky because of the story's mixture of troubling emotion, humor, and romance. Russell estimates he rewrote the script twenty times over five years. Russell was drawn to the story because of the family relationships and the connection he felt to his own son, who has bipolar disorder and OCD[image: External link].[21][22]

The film was shot on a 33-day schedule. A darker, more extreme version of the dance sequence was filmed and scenes with De Niro's character were shot in multiple versions, with the character harsher or warmer, as Russell worked with editor Jay Cassidy[image: External link] to set the balance they wanted.[21]

The locations are Upper Darby[image: External link], Ridley Park[image: External link], and Lansdowne, small communities just outside Philadelphia[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link]. Although not mentioned by name in the film, it is credited at the end, and a police officer can be seen wearing the initials "RPPD" on his collar.[23]

The film takes place over the second half of the 2008 NFL football season[image: External link],[24] which saw the Philadelphia Eagles advance to the NFC Championship Game[image: External link]. Several games are mentioned, including the Eagles' victories over Seattle[image: External link] and San Francisco[image: External link], their losses to the Washington Redskins[image: External link][25] and the New York Giants[image: External link] (which was the game Pat was attending when the fight broke out), and their victory over Dallas[image: External link] in the season's final game.
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Russell initially intended to make the film with Vince Vaughn[image: External link] and Zooey Deschanel[image: External link], but went on to make The Fighter instead.[21][22][26] Mark Wahlberg was set to work with Russell for the fourth time but had to drop out after delays in production created a scheduling conflict.[27]

Russell had originally planned to work with Bradley Cooper on an adaptation of Pride and Prejudice and Zombies[image: External link], having been impressed with Cooper's performance in Wedding Crashers[image: External link], citing his "good bad-guy energy" and unpredictability as justification for casting.[28] Cooper told Russell "he had been heavier and angrier and more fearful" at the time of that performance and had drawn on those feelings for it. Russell was excited that Cooper would bring those qualities to Pat Solitano.[21][22]

Anne Hathaway was cast as Tiffany Maxwell, but due to scheduling conflicts with The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link] and creative differences with Russell, she dropped out.[10][29] Other actresses who were considered for the part included Elizabeth Banks[image: External link], Kirsten Dunst, Angelina Jolie, Blake Lively[image: External link], Rooney Mara, Rachel McAdams, Andrea Riseborough and Olivia Wilde[image: External link].[22][26][27][30][31]

Initially, Russell did not believe Lawrence's age was suitable for the role.[22][26] He thought Lawrence (21 at the time of filming) was too young to play against Cooper (38), but her audition changed his mind, admitting that the "expressiveness in her eyes and in her face" was "ageless".[20][32] Russell compares Lawrence to the character Tiffany, describing her as confident but one of the least neurotic people he knows, with the confidence and glimpses of vulnerability needed to play Tiffany.[20] Tiffany went through several iterations. She was initially meant to be a goth[image: External link]. Lawrence dyed her hair black and did test shoots in heavy goth makeup, but Weinstein disapproved. The final version of her character remained messed-up yet confident, with small goth touches such as the dark hair and a cross.[20] Specifically for the role, Lawrence was asked by Russell to put on weight[33] and to speak in a lower register.[20]

According to Entertainment Weekly, Lawrence said she didn't have a handle on Tiffany at first, which was what excited her about the role. "She was just a character I one-hundred percent did not understand at all... She's like, 'I'm messed up, I'm not like everybody else, I've got issues. Take it or leave it because I like myself.'"[34]

Lawrence and Cooper had no previous dance experience. In less than a month, Mandy Moore[image: External link], a choreographer for So You Think You Can Dance[image: External link], taught them the dance sequences. Moore describes Cooper as having "some real natural dancing ability".[35][36] Lawrence said of the climactic ballroom dance, "None of that was improvised, absolutely not. I'm a terrible dancer, so I would never have been able to do any of that. When it finally came together, that scene really was just as fun as it feels."[34]
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The film premiered at the 2012 Toronto International Film Festival on September 8, 2012,[37] where it won the People's Choice Award.[38] It received a limited release in the United States on November 16, 2012, opening wider later that week.[37] It also opened at the 2012 Mumbai Film Festival[image: External link] on October 18, 2012.[39][40]

The Weinstein Company initially planned an unusually wide release for Silver Linings Playbook, going nationwide on an estimated 2,000 screens. They were encouraged by positive reviews and hoping to capitalize on Thanksgiving to do more business. Instead, they took a more slow-burn approach, opening in fewer theaters, expanding gradually, in a strategy to build up word-of-mouth support.[41][42][43] Continuing the slow release the film expanded to 700 theaters on December 25.[44]
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Silver Linings Playbook premiered at the 2012 Toronto International Film Festival and was critically acclaimed. The film has a "Certified Fresh" rating of 92% on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] based on 227 reviews, with an average rating of 8.2/10. The consensus reads, "Silver Linings Playbook walks a tricky thematic tightrope, but David O. Russell's sensitive direction and some sharp work from a talented cast gives it true balance."[45] On Metacritic[image: External link], which assigns a weighted mean rating out of 100 reviews from mainstream critics, the film holds an average score of 81, based on reviews from 45 critics, indicating "universal acclaim".[46]

Cooper and Lawrence were lauded for their performances.[47][48][49][50][51][52][53][54] Kevin Jagernauth of The Playlist praised the film as "an enormously entertaining, crowd-pleasing winner" and noted that the performances from the two leads were "carefully developed, and perfectly pitched", deserving of awards.[55] David Rooney of The Hollywood Reporter said that "the chemistry between Cooper and Lawrence makes them a delight to watch" and that their performances anchor the ensemble cast who also give great performances even in small roles. Rooney also complimented the "invigorating messiness" and "nervous energy" of the choreography.[54] Richard Corliss of Time magazine also applauded the performances of the leads, particularly Lawrence, stating that her performance is "the reason to stay" to watch the whole movie, and praising her maturity.[53]

Russell's direction was also widely acclaimed, with Justin Chang of Variety writing: "Never one to shy away from unlikely sources of comedy, David O. Russell tackles mental illness, marital failure and the curative powers of football with bracingly sharp and satisfying results."[56] Eric Kohn of Indiewire[image: External link] gave the film an "A-" grade, praising the performances of both Cooper and Lawrence and also Russell's directing, stating that "both as solo screenwriter and director, Russell assembles a small, bubbly cast for an unexpectedly charming romcom that frequently dances — at one point, quite literally — between cynicism and bittersweetness with largely winning results."[57] Ann Hornaday of The Washington Post remarked on Russell's skill, noting how "in any other hands, the adaptation of Matthew Quick's novel would be the stuff of banal rom-com fluff or, perhaps worse, self-consciously quirky indie cliches."[58]

Roger Ebert gave the film three and a half out of four stars, saying that the film was "so good, it could almost be a terrific old classic" and described Russell's screenplay as "ingenious" for the way the major concerns of both the father and son pivot on the final bet.[59] Kenneth Turan[image: External link] called the film "a complete success" and the actors' performances "superb," including Chris Tucker in an "irresistible" supporting turn.[60] Steven Rea[image: External link] of The Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link] called the film "a transcendent endeavor, from its exhilaratingly smart screenplay... to the unexpected and moving turns of its two leads."[61] Ricardo Baca[image: External link] of The Denver Post[image: External link] praised how the movie managed to maintain "the laughs, giddy anxiousness and warm butterflies from the trailer" for its entire length.[62] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone called it "one of the year's best movies. It's crazy good."[63]

Negative reviews of the film came from The New Yorker, whose critic David Denby called it "a miscalculation from beginning to end" and found Cooper's character "tiresome",[64] while Richard Brody[image: External link] found Linings perhaps to "be the year's most artificial movie" and "the plot [...] utterly ridiculous."[65] In a rare step outside the magazine's typical practices, Brody revisited the movie and wrote a supplementary review, once again condemning it as having "no characters but sets of switches, each of which has a binary set of options and all of which have to line up for things to come out right."[66] Brody wrote, "I'm finding it hard not to make fun of the movie's highly constructed and narrow-bore array of givens, of plot points and their resolutions."[66]

Both critics found Lawrence's Oscar-winning performance "unconvincing."[64][65] Denby wrote, "we don't believe [Tiffany] for a second when she says that, in her grief, she “had sex with everyone in my office.” Lawrence is tough and proud, and always plays strong, and the remark doesn't track with anything we see onscreen."[64] Brody finds Lawrence, "a poised and graceful actress", who "has none of the wildness that her character needs—and that lack of wildness is part of the reason for the movie's success."[66]

Robbie Collin of The Daily Telegraph wrote that there's a "tiring fruitlessness to the mayhem", describing the lead character as a "rambling headcase", though noting Lawrence as the film's "only silver lining".[67] The Globe and Mail's chief film critic, Liam Lacey, gave three out of four stars, but wrote "you can easily see Silver Linings Playbook as a better-acted version of any number of Sundance-style films about quirky outsiders who find a common bond."[68]

The NFL[image: External link] was critical of the gambling in the film and declined to broadcast an interview with Bradley Cooper and Chris Tucker during Thanksgiving[image: External link].[69]
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 Box office




The film earned $443,003 in its opening weekend from 16 locations, facing strong competition from films including Skyfall[image: External link] and Lincoln[image: External link].[70] Expanding to 367 locations in its second week, the film moved to ninth place with $4.4 million.[71] By December 30, it was showing at 745 theaters and had earned $27.3 million.[72] On January 18, 2013, it earned $12.7 million when it expanded to 2,523 theaters, which boosted its total to $56.7 million.[73] In its second weekend of playing in over 2500 theaters, its sales only declined by 12.2%. Gitesh Pandya stated it was well on its way to reaching the $100 million mark and could go much higher if it remained durable over the weeks.[74]

Ray Subers forecast the film would earn $100 million, predicting that the film would start slow but keep going through December and gain a wide audience, bringing in fans of Lawrence and Cooper from their work on big franchise films, The Hunger Games and The Hangover[image: External link], respectively.[75] The film surpassed the $100 million mark in North America on February 19, 2013.[76] As of May 11, 2013, the movie has become a sleeper box office hit[image: External link], making over eleven times its budget.
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Main article: List of accolades received by Silver Linings Playbook[image: External link]


It was nominated for eight Academy Awards[image: External link] including Best Picture[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link] for Russell, Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link], Best Film Editing[image: External link], Best Actor[image: External link] for Cooper, Best Actress[image: External link] for Lawrence, Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for De Niro and Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] Weaver; with Lawrence winning for Best Actress.
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 Top ten lists





	Cinemablend listed the film at 8 on its list of the year's 10 best.[77]


	Critic Catherine Shoard of The Guardian listed the film at number 4 on her list of the year's 10 best.[78]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Soundtrack




Silver Linings Playbook: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack is a soundtrack to the film of the same name, released in the United States by Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link] on November 16, 2012 for digital download[image: External link].[80]

The lead single from the soundtrack, "Silver Lining (Crazy 'Bout You)[image: External link]" peaked at #100 in the UK Singles.[81] The soundtrack includes music from Stevie Wonder[image: External link], the Dave Brubeck Quartet[image: External link], Alt-J[image: External link], Eagles of Death Metal[image: External link], Jessie J[image: External link] and two tracks from the score composed by Danny Elfman.

Not featured on the soundtrack are "Wild Is the Wind[image: External link]" performed by Nina Simone[image: External link], which is played at the start of the film's end credits and " Misty[image: External link]" performed by Johnny Mathis[image: External link], which is played after Pat & Tiffany learn they received an average of 5.0 for their dance number. Also not on the soundtrack is Led Zeppelin's "What Is and What Should Never Be[image: External link]", The White Stripes[image: External link]' "Hello Operator[image: External link]" and the opening numbers of their dance scene Stevie Wonder's "Don't You Worry 'bout a Thing[image: External link]" and The White Stripes' "Fell in Love with a Girl[image: External link]".



	No.
	Title
	Performers
	Length



	1.
	"Silver Lining Titles"
	Danny Elfman[image: External link]
	3:12



	2.
	"My Cherie Amour[image: External link]"
	Stevie Wonder[image: External link]
	2:52



	3.
	"Always Alright"
	Alabama Shakes[image: External link]
	4:04



	4.
	"Unsquare Dance[image: External link]"
	The Dave Brubeck Quartet[image: External link]
	2:01



	5.
	"Buffalo"
	Alt-J[image: External link] featuring Mountain Man[image: External link]
	3:15



	6.
	"The Moon of Manakoora[image: External link]"
	Les Paul and Mary Ford[image: External link]
	2:46



	7.
	"Monster Mash"
	CrabCorps
	3:36



	8.
	"Goodnight Moon[image: External link]"
	Ambrosia Parsley[image: External link] & The Elegant Too
	4:02



	9.
	"Now I'm a Fool"
	Eagles of Death Metal[image: External link]
	3:42



	10.
	"Walking Home"
	Danny Elfman
	1:04



	11.
	"Girl from the North Country[image: External link]"
	Bob Dylan[image: External link] with Johnny Cash[image: External link]
	3:40



	12.
	"Silver Lining (Crazy 'Bout You)[image: External link]"
	Jessie J[image: External link]
	3:24



	13.
	"Hey Big Brother"
	Rare Earth[image: External link]
	4:45



	14.
	" Maria[image: External link]" (Bernstein Plays Brubeck Plays Bernstein[image: External link])
	The Dave Brubeck Quartet
	3:20



	Total length:
	45:36
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 Score




Danny Elfman[image: External link]'s score for the film was released on digital download by Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link] simultaneously with the song album. "Goof Track" is not heard in the film.



	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Silver Lining Titles"
	3:11



	2.
	"Running Off"
	2:01



	3.
	"Simple"
	1:55



	4.
	"With A Beat"
	2:17



	5.
	"Tiny Guitars"
	1:01



	6.
	"Walking Home"
	1:04



	7.
	"Silver Lining Wild-Track"
	2:57



	8.
	"The Book"
	0:41



	9.
	"Happy Ending"
	3:52



	10.
	"Goof Track"
	1:28



	Total length:
	20:27
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 Home media




Silver Linings Playbook was released on DVD and Blu-ray on April 1, 2013 in the UK and was released on April 30, 2013 in the US.[82]
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BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role






Best Actress in a Supporting Role is a British Academy Film Award presented annually by the British Academy of Film and Television Arts[image: External link] (BAFTA) to recognize an actress who has delivered an outstanding supporting performance in a film. This award began in 1968 and had four nominees until 1999 when expanded to five nominees. There has been one tie in this category. No award was given for the years 1980 or 1981.


	† – indicates the performance also won the Academy Award[image: External link]


	‡ – indicates the performance was also nominated for the Academy Award[image: External link]
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 1960s






	Year
	Actress
	Film
	Character



	1968

22nd[image: External link]



	Billie Whitelaw
	Charlie Bubbles[image: External link] / Twisted Nerve[image: External link]
	Lottie Bubbles / Joan Harper



	Pat Heywood[image: External link]
	Romeo and Juliet[image: External link]
	The Nurse



	Virginia Maskell[image: External link]
	Interlude[image: External link]
	Antonia



	Simone Signoret
	Games[image: External link]
	Lisa Schindler



	1969

23rd[image: External link]



	Celia Johnson
	The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie[image: External link]
	Miss Mackay



	Peggy Ashcroft
	Three Into Two Won't Go[image: External link]
	Belle



	Pamela Franklin[image: External link]
	The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie[image: External link]
	Sandy



	Mary Wimbush[image: External link]
	Oh! What a Lovely War[image: External link]
	Mary Smith
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 1970s






	Year
	Actress
	Film
	Character



	1970

24th[image: External link]



	Susannah York
	They Shoot Horses, Don't They?[image: External link]
	Alice LeBlanc ‡



	Evin Crowley[image: External link]
	Ryan's Daughter[image: External link]
	Maureen



	Estelle Parsons[image: External link]
	Watermelon Man[image: External link]
	Althea Gerber



	Maureen Stapleton
	Airport[image: External link]
	Inez Guerrero ‡



	1971

25th[image: External link]



	Margaret Leighton
	The Go-Between[image: External link]
	Mrs. Maudsley ‡



	Jane Asher[image: External link]
	Deep End[image: External link]
	Susan



	Georgia Brown[image: External link]
	The Raging Moon[image: External link]
	Sarah Charles



	Georgia Engel[image: External link]
	Taking Off[image: External link]
	Margot



	1972

26th[image: External link]



	Cloris Leachman
	The Last Picture Show[image: External link]
	Ruth Popper †



	Marisa Berenson[image: External link]
	Cabaret[image: External link]
	Natalia Landauer



	Eileen Brennan[image: External link]
	The Last Picture Show[image: External link]
	Genevieve Morgan



	Shelley Winters
	The Poseidon Adventure[image: External link]
	Belle Rosen ‡



	1973

27th[image: External link]



	Valentina Cortese
	Day for Night[image: External link]
	Severine ‡



	Rosemary Leach[image: External link]
	That'll Be the Day[image: External link]
	Mary Maclaine



	Delphine Seyrig
	The Day of the Jackal[image: External link]
	Colette de Montpellier



	Ingrid Thulin[image: External link]
	Cries and Whispers[image: External link]
	Karin



	1974

28th[image: External link]



	Ingrid Bergman
	Murder on the Orient Express[image: External link]
	Greta Ohlsson †



	Sylvia Sidney[image: External link]
	Summer Wishes, Winter Dreams[image: External link]
	Mrs. Pritchett ‡



	Sylvia Syms[image: External link]
	The Tamarind Seed[image: External link]
	Margaret Stephenson



	Cindy Williams[image: External link]
	American Graffiti[image: External link]
	Laurie Henderson



	1975

29th[image: External link]



	Diane Ladd
	Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link]
	Flo Castleberry[image: External link] ‡



	Ronee Blakley[image: External link]
	Nashville[image: External link]
	Barbara Jean ‡



	Lelia Goldoni[image: External link]
	Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link]
	Bea



	Gwen Welles[image: External link]
	Nashville[image: External link]
	Sueleen Gay



	1976

30th[image: External link]



	Jodie Foster
	Taxi Driver[image: External link] / Bugsy Malone[image: External link]
	Iris Steensma / Tallulah ‡



	Annette Crosbie[image: External link]
	The Slipper and the Rose[image: External link]
	The Fairy Godmother[image: External link]



	Vivien Merchant[image: External link]
	The Homecoming[image: External link]
	Ruth



	Billie Whitelaw
	The Omen[image: External link]
	Mrs. Baylock



	1977

31st[image: External link]



	Jenny Agutter
	Equus[image: External link]
	Julie Mason



	Geraldine Chaplin[image: External link]
	Welcome to L.A.[image: External link]
	Karen Hood



	Joan Plowright
	Equus[image: External link]
	Dora Strang



	Shelley Winters
	Next Stop, Greenwich Village[image: External link]
	Fay Lapinsky



	1978

32nd[image: External link]



	Geraldine Page
	Interiors[image: External link]
	Eve ‡



	Angela Lansbury
	Death on the Nile[image: External link]
	Salome Otterbourne



	Maggie Smith
	Miss Bowers



	Mona Washbourne
	Stevie[image: External link]
	Aunt



	1979

33rd[image: External link]



	Rachel Roberts
	Yanks[image: External link]
	Clarrie Moreton



	Lisa Eichhorn[image: External link]
	The Europeans[image: External link]
	Gertrude Wentworth



	Mariel Hemingway[image: External link]
	Manhattan[image: External link]
	Tracy ‡



	Meryl Streep
	Jill Davis
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 1980s






	Year
	Actress
	Film
	Character



	1980

34th[image: External link]



	No award given
	-
	-



	1981

35th[image: External link]



	No award given
	-
	-



	1982

36th[image: External link]



	Maureen Stapleton (TIE)
	Reds[image: External link]
	Emma Goldman[image: External link] †



	Rohini Hattangadi (TIE)
	Gandhi[image: External link]
	Kasturba Gandhi[image: External link]



	Candice Bergen[image: External link]
	Gandhi[image: External link]
	Margaret Bourke-White[image: External link]



	Jane Fonda
	On Golden Pond[image: External link]
	Chelsea Thayer ‡



	1983

37th[image: External link]



	Jamie Lee Curtis
	Trading Places[image: External link]
	Ophelia



	Teri Garr[image: External link]
	Tootsie[image: External link]
	Sandy Lester ‡



	Rosemary Harris[image: External link]
	The Ploughman's Lunch[image: External link]
	Ann Barrington



	Maureen Lipman[image: External link]
	Educating Rita[image: External link]
	Trish



	1984

38th[image: External link]



	Liz Smith
	A Private Function[image: External link]
	Mrs. Chilvers



	Eileen Atkins
	The Dresser[image: External link]
	Madge



	Cher
	Silkwood[image: External link]
	Dolly Pelliker ‡



	Tuesday Weld[image: External link]
	Once Upon a Time in America[image: External link]
	Carol



	1985

39th[image: External link]



	Rosanna Arquette
	Desperately Seeking Susan[image: External link]
	Roberta Glass



	Judi Dench
	Wetherby[image: External link]
	Marcia Pilborough



	Anjelica Huston
	Prizzi's Honor[image: External link]
	Maerose Prizzi †



	Tracey Ullman[image: External link]
	Plenty[image: External link]
	Alice Park



	1986

40th[image: External link]



	Judi Dench
	A Room with a View[image: External link]
	Eleanor Lavish



	Rosanna Arquette
	After Hours[image: External link]
	Marcy Franklin



	Barbara Hershey
	Hannah and Her Sisters[image: External link]
	Lee



	Rosemary Leach[image: External link]
	A Room with a View[image: External link]
	Mrs. Honeychurch



	1987

41st[image: External link]



	Susan Wooldridge
	Hope and Glory[image: External link]
	Molly



	Judi Dench
	84 Charing Cross Road[image: External link]
	Nora Doel



	Vanessa Redgrave
	Prick up Your Ears[image: External link]
	Peggy Ramsay



	Dianne Wiest
	Radio Days[image: External link]
	Bea



	1988

42nd[image: External link]



	Judi Dench
	A Handful of Dust[image: External link]
	Mrs. Beaver



	Maria Aitken[image: External link]
	A Fish Called Wanda[image: External link]
	Wendy Leach



	Anne Archer[image: External link]
	Fatal Attraction[image: External link]
	Beth Gallagher ‡



	Olympia Dukakis
	Moonstruck[image: External link]
	Rose Castorini †



	1989

43rd[image: External link]



	Michelle Pfeiffer
	Dangerous Liaisons[image: External link]
	Madame de Tourvel ‡



	Peggy Ashcroft
	Madame Sousatzka[image: External link]
	Lady Emily



	Laura San Giacomo[image: External link]
	Sex, Lies, and Videotape[image: External link]
	Cynthia Bishop



	Sigourney Weaver[image: External link]
	Working Girl[image: External link]
	Katharine Parker ‡
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 1990s






	Year
	Actress
	Film
	Character



	1990

44th[image: External link]



	Whoopi Goldberg[image: External link]
	Ghost[image: External link]
	Oda Mae Brown †



	Anjelica Huston
	Crimes and Misdemeanors[image: External link]
	Dolores Paley



	Shirley MacLaine
	Steel Magnolias[image: External link]
	Ouiser Boudreaux



	Billie Whitelaw
	The Krays[image: External link]
	Violet Kray



	1991

45th[image: External link]



	Kate Nelligan
	Frankie and Johnny[image: External link]
	Cora



	Annette Bening
	The Grifters[image: External link]
	Myra Langtry ‡



	Amanda Plummer[image: External link]
	The Fisher King[image: External link]
	Lydia



	Julie Walters
	Stepping Out[image: External link]
	Vera



	1992

46th[image: External link]



	Miranda Richardson
	Damage[image: External link]
	Ingrid Fleming ‡



	Kathy Bates[image: External link]
	Fried Green Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Evelyn Couch



	Helena Bonham Carter
	Howards End[image: External link]
	Helen Schlegel



	Miranda Richardson
	The Crying Game[image: External link]
	Jude



	1993

47th[image: External link]



	Miriam Margolyes
	The Age of Innocence[image: External link]
	Mrs. Mingott



	Holly Hunter
	The Firm[image: External link]
	Tammy Hemphill ‡



	Winona Ryder
	The Age of Innocence[image: External link]
	May Welland ‡



	Maggie Smith
	The Secret Garden[image: External link]
	Mrs. Medlock



	1994

48th[image: External link]



	Kristin Scott Thomas
	Four Weddings and a Funeral[image: External link]
	Fiona



	Charlotte Coleman[image: External link]
	Four Weddings and a Funeral[image: External link]
	Scarlet



	Sally Field[image: External link]
	Forrest Gump[image: External link]
	Mrs. Gump



	Anjelica Huston
	Manhattan Murder Mystery[image: External link]
	Marcia Fox



	1995

49th[image: External link]



	Kate Winslet
	Sense and Sensibility[image: External link]
	Marianne Dashwood[image: External link] ‡



	Joan Allen
	Nixon[image: External link]
	Pat Nixon[image: External link] ‡



	Mira Sorvino
	Mighty Aphrodite[image: External link]
	Linda Ash †



	Elizabeth Spriggs[image: External link]
	Sense and Sensibility[image: External link]
	Mrs. Jennings



	1996

50th[image: External link]



	Juliette Binoche
	The English Patient[image: External link]
	Hana †



	Lauren Bacall
	The Mirror Has Two Faces[image: External link]
	Hannah Morgan ‡



	Marianne Jean-Baptiste[image: External link]
	Secrets & Lies[image: External link]
	Hortense Cumberbatch ‡



	Lynn Redgrave
	Shine[image: External link]
	Gillian



	1997

51st[image: External link]



	Sigourney Weaver[image: External link]
	The Ice Storm[image: External link]
	Janey Carver



	Jennifer Ehle[image: External link]
	Wilde[image: External link]
	Constance Lloyd Wilde[image: External link]



	Lesley Sharp[image: External link]
	The Full Monty[image: External link]
	Jeanette



	Zoe Wanamaker[image: External link]
	Wilde[image: External link]
	Ada Leverson[image: External link]



	1998

52nd[image: External link]



	Judi Dench
	Shakespeare in Love
	Queen Elizabeth I[image: External link] †



	Kathy Bates[image: External link]
	Primary Colors[image: External link]
	Libby Holden ‡



	Brenda Blethyn
	Little Voice[image: External link]
	Mari Hoff ‡



	Lynn Redgrave
	Gods and Monsters[image: External link]
	Hanna ‡



	1999

53rd[image: External link]



	Maggie Smith
	Tea with Mussolini[image: External link]
	Hester Random



	Thora Birch
	American Beauty[image: External link]
	Jane Burnham



	Cate Blanchett
	The Talented Mr. Ripley[image: External link]
	Meredith Logue



	Cameron Diaz
	Being John Malkovich[image: External link]
	Lotte Schwartz



	Mena Suvari[image: External link]
	American Beauty[image: External link]
	Angela Hayes
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 2000s






	Year
	Actress
	Film
	Character



	2000

54th[image: External link]



	Julie Walters
	Billy Elliot[image: External link]
	Georgia Wilkinson ‡



	Judi Dench
	Chocolat[image: External link]
	Armande Voizin ‡



	Frances McDormand
	Almost Famous[image: External link]
	Elaine Miller ‡



	Lena Olin[image: External link]
	Chocolat[image: External link]
	Josephine Muscat



	Ziyi Zhang
	Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon
	Jen Yu



	2001

55th[image: External link]



	Jennifer Connelly
	A Beautiful Mind[image: External link]
	Alicia Nash[image: External link] †



	Judi Dench
	The Shipping News[image: External link]
	Agnis Hamm



	Helen Mirren
	Gosford Park
	Jane Wilson ‡



	Maggie Smith
	Constance Trentham ‡



	Kate Winslet
	Iris[image: External link]
	Young Iris Murdoch[image: External link] ‡



	2002

56th[image: External link]



	Catherine Zeta-Jones
	Chicago
	Velma Kelly[image: External link] †



	Toni Collette
	About a Boy[image: External link]
	Fiona Brewer



	Julianne Moore
	The Hours[image: External link]
	Laura Brown ‡



	Queen Latifah
	Chicago
	Matron Mama Morton ‡



	Meryl Streep
	Adaptation[image: External link].
	Susan Orlean[image: External link] ‡



	2003

57th[image: External link]



	Renée Zellweger
	Cold Mountain[image: External link]
	Ruby Thewes †



	Holly Hunter
	Thirteen[image: External link]
	Melanie Freeland ‡



	Laura Linney
	Mystic River[image: External link]
	Annabel Markum



	Judy Parfitt[image: External link]
	Girl with a Pearl Earring[image: External link]
	Maria Thins[image: External link]



	Emma Thompson
	Love Actually[image: External link]
	Karen



	2004

58th[image: External link]



	Cate Blanchett
	The Aviator[image: External link]
	Katharine Hepburn †



	Julie Christie
	Finding Neverland[image: External link]
	Emma Wightwick du Maurier[image: External link]



	Heather Craney[image: External link]
	Vera Drake[image: External link]
	Joyce Drake



	Natalie Portman
	Closer[image: External link]
	Alice Ayres[image: External link] / Jane Jones ‡



	Meryl Streep
	The Manchurian Candidate[image: External link]
	Eleanor Shaw



	2005

59th[image: External link]



	Thandie Newton
	Crash
	Christine Thayer



	Brenda Blethyn
	Pride & Prejudice[image: External link]
	Mrs. Bennet



	Catherine Keener
	Capote[image: External link]
	Harper Lee[image: External link] ‡



	Frances McDormand
	North Country[image: External link]
	Glory Dodge ‡



	Michelle Williams
	Brokeback Mountain
	Alma Beers Del Mar ‡



	2006

60th[image: External link]



	Jennifer Hudson
	Dreamgirls[image: External link]
	Effie White[image: External link] †



	Emily Blunt
	The Devil Wears Prada[image: External link]
	Emily Charlton



	Abigail Breslin
	Little Miss Sunshine
	Olive Hoover ‡



	Toni Collette
	Sheryl Hoover



	Frances de la Tour[image: External link]
	The History Boys[image: External link]
	Dorothy Lintott



	2007

61st[image: External link]



	Tilda Swinton
	Michael Clayton[image: External link]
	Karen Crowder †



	Cate Blanchett
	I'm Not There[image: External link]
	Jude Quinn ‡



	Kelly Macdonald
	No Country for Old Men[image: External link]
	Carla Jean Moss



	Samantha Morton[image: External link]
	Control[image: External link]
	Deborah Woodruff Curtis[image: External link]



	Saoirse Ronan
	Atonement[image: External link]
	Briony Tallis ‡



	2008

62nd[image: External link]



	Penélope Cruz
	Vicky Cristina Barcelona[image: External link]
	María Elena †



	Amy Adams
	Doubt[image: External link]
	Sister James ‡



	Freida Pinto[image: External link]
	Slumdog Millionaire[image: External link]
	Latika



	Tilda Swinton
	Burn After Reading[image: External link]
	Katie Cox



	Marisa Tomei[image: External link]
	The Wrestler[image: External link]
	Cassidy / Pam ‡



	2009

63rd[image: External link]



	Mo'Nique
	Precious[image: External link]
	Mary Lee Johnston †



	Anne-Marie Duff[image: External link]
	Nowhere Boy[image: External link]
	Julia Lennon[image: External link]



	Vera Farmiga
	Up in the Air[image: External link]
	Alex Goran ‡



	Anna Kendrick[image: External link]
	Natalie Keener ‡



	Kristin Scott Thomas
	Nowhere Boy[image: External link]
	Mimi Smith[image: External link]
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 2010s






	Year
	Actress
	Film
	Character



	2010

64th[image: External link]



	Helena Bonham Carter
	The King's Speech[image: External link]
	Queen Elizabeth[image: External link] ‡



	Amy Adams
	The Fighter
	Charlene Fleming[image: External link] ‡



	Barbara Hershey
	Black Swan[image: External link]
	Erica Sayers



	Lesley Manville[image: External link]
	Another Year[image: External link]
	Mary Smith



	Miranda Richardson
	Made in Dagenham[image: External link]
	Barbara Castle[image: External link]



	2011

65th[image: External link]



	Octavia Spencer
	The Help
	Minny Jackson †



	Jessica Chastain
	The Help
	Celia Foote ‡



	Judi Dench
	My Week with Marilyn[image: External link]
	Sybil Thorndike[image: External link]



	Melissa McCarthy[image: External link]
	Bridesmaids[image: External link]
	Megan Price ‡



	Carey Mulligan[image: External link]
	Drive[image: External link]
	Irene



	2012

66th[image: External link]



	Anne Hathaway
	Les Misérables[image: External link]
	Fantine[image: External link] †



	Amy Adams
	The Master[image: External link]
	Peggy Dodd ‡



	Judi Dench
	Skyfall[image: External link]
	M[image: External link]



	Sally Field[image: External link]
	Lincoln[image: External link]
	Mary Todd Lincoln[image: External link] ‡



	Helen Hunt[image: External link]
	The Sessions[image: External link]
	Cheryl Cohen-Greene[image: External link] ‡



	2013

67th[image: External link]



	Jennifer Lawrence
	American Hustle
	Rosalyn Rosenfeld ‡



	Sally Hawkins
	Blue Jasmine[image: External link]
	Ginger ‡



	Lupita Nyong'o[image: External link]
	12 Years a Slave[image: External link]
	Patsey[image: External link] †



	Julia Roberts
	August: Osage County[image: External link]
	Barbara Weston-Fordham ‡



	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]
	The Butler[image: External link]
	Gloria Gaines



	2014

68th[image: External link]



	Patricia Arquette
	Boyhood[image: External link]
	Olivia Evans †



	Keira Knightley
	The Imitation Game[image: External link]
	Joan Clarke[image: External link] ‡



	Rene Russo[image: External link]
	Nightcrawler[image: External link]
	Nina Romina



	Imelda Staunton
	Pride[image: External link]
	Hefina Headon[image: External link]



	Emma Stone
	Birdman
	Sam Thomson ‡



	2015

69th[image: External link]



	Kate Winslet
	Steve Jobs[image: External link]
	Joanna Hoffman[image: External link] ‡



	Jennifer Jason Leigh
	The Hateful Eight[image: External link]
	Daisy Domergue ‡



	Rooney Mara
	Carol[image: External link]
	Therese Belivet ‡



	Alicia Vikander
	Ex Machina[image: External link]
	Ava



	Julie Walters
	Brooklyn[image: External link]
	Madge Kehoe



	2016

70th[image: External link]



	Viola Davis
	Fences[image: External link]
	Rose Maxson †



	Naomie Harris
	Moonlight
	Paula ‡



	Nicole Kidman
	Lion[image: External link]
	Sue Brierley[image: External link] ‡



	Hayley Squires[image: External link]
	I, Daniel Blake[image: External link]
	Katie Morgan



	Michelle Williams
	Manchester by the Sea[image: External link]
	Randi Chandler ‡
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 Multiple nominations





	9 nominations




	Judi Dench




	4 nominations





	Maggie Smith






	3 nominations





	Amy Adams

	Cate Blanchett

	Anjelica Huston

	Miranda Richardson

	Meryl Streep

	Julie Walters

	Billie Whitelaw

	Kate Winslet






	2 nominations





	Rosanna Arquette

	Peggy Ashcroft

	Kathy Bates[image: External link]

	Brenda Blethyn

	Helena Bonham Carter

	Toni Collette

	Sally Field[image: External link]

	Barbara Hershey

	Holly Hunter

	Rosemary Leach[image: External link]

	Frances McDormand

	Lynn Redgrave

	Kristin Scott Thomas

	Maureen Stapleton

	Imelda Staunton

	Tilda Swinton

	Sigourney Weaver[image: External link]

	Michelle Williams

	Shelley Winters
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 Multiple awards





	3 wins




	Judi Dench




	2 wins





	Kate Winslet
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 See also





	BIFA Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]

	Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]

	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]

	Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actress – Motion Picture

	Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
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American Hustle






This article is about the 2013 film. For the 2007 film, see Katt Williams: American Hustle[image: External link].

American Hustle is a 2013 American black comedy[image: External link]-crime film[image: External link][4] directed by David O. Russell. It was written by Eric Warren Singer[image: External link] and Russell, inspired by the FBI ABSCAM operation of the late 1970s and early 1980s.[5] It stars Christian Bale and Amy Adams as two con artists who are forced by an FBI agent (Bradley Cooper) to set up an elaborate sting operation on corrupt politicians, including the mayor of Camden, New Jersey[image: External link] (Jeremy Renner). Jennifer Lawrence plays the unpredictable wife of Bale's character. Principal photography[image: External link] on the film began on March 8, 2013, in Boston[image: External link] and Worcester, Massachusetts[image: External link], and New York City[image: External link].

American Hustle had its nationwide release in the United States on December 13, 2013.[6] It opened to wide acclaim from critics, who praised its writing and ensemble cast. The film received ten nominations at the 86th Academy Awards[image: External link], including Best Picture[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Original Screenplay[image: External link], Best Actor[image: External link] (Bale), Best Actress[image: External link] (Adams), Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] (Cooper), and Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] (Lawrence),[7] but did not win in any category. It received three BAFTA Awards[image: External link], three Golden Globe Awards including Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link], and the Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture.



TOP
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 Plot




In 1978, con artists[image: External link] Irving Rosenfeld and Sydney Prosser have started a relationship and are working together. Sydney has improved Rosenfeld's scams, posing as English aristocrat "Lady Edith Greensly." Irving loves Sydney, but is hesitant to leave his unstable wife Rosalyn, fearing he will lose contact with his adoptive son Danny. Rosalyn has also threatened to report Irving to the police if he leaves her. FBI agent Richie DiMaso catches Irving and Sydney in a loan scam, but offers to release them if Irving can line up four additional arrests. Richie believes Sydney is English but has proof that her claim of aristocracy is fraudulent. Sydney tells Irving she will manipulate Richie, distancing herself from Irving.

Irving has a friend pretending to be a wealthy Arab sheikh looking for potential investments in America. An associate of Irving's suggests the sheikh do business with Mayor Carmine Polito of Camden, New Jersey, who is campaigning to revitalize gambling in Atlantic City, but has struggled in fundraising. Carmine seems to have a genuine desire to help the area's economy and his constituents. Richie devises a plan to make Mayor Polito the target of a sting operation[image: External link], despite the objections of Irving and of Richie's boss, Stoddard Thorsen. Sydney helps Richie manipulate an FBI secretary into making an unauthorized wire transfer of $2,000,000. When Stoddard's boss, Anthony Amado, hears of the operation, he praises Richie's initiative, pressuring Stoddard to continue.

Carmine leaves their meeting when Richie presses him to accept a cash bribe. Irving convinces Carmine the sheikh is legitimate, expressing his dislike of Richie, and the two become friends. Richie arranges for Carmine to meet the sheikh, and without consulting the others, has Mexican-American FBI agent Paco Hernandez play the sheikh, which displeases Irving. Carmine brings the sheikh to a casino party, explaining mobsters are there and it is a necessary part of doing business. Irving is surprised to hear that Mafia[image: External link] boss Victor Tellegio, right-hand man to Meyer Lansky[image: External link], is present, and that he wants to meet the sheikh. Tellegio explains that the sheikh needs to become an American citizen and that Carmine will need to expedite the process. Tellegio also requires a $10,000,000 wire transfer to prove the sheikh's legitimacy.

Richie confesses his strong attraction to Sydney but becomes confused and aggressive when she drops her English accent and admits to being from Albuquerque. Rosalyn starts an affair with mobster Pete Musane, whom she met at the party. She mentions her belief that Irving is working with the IRS[image: External link], causing Pete to threaten Irving, who promises to prove the sheikh's investment is real. Irving later confronts Rosalyn, who admits she told Pete and agrees to keep quiet but wants a divorce. With Carmine's help, Richie and Irving videotape members of Congress receiving bribes. Richie assaults Stoddard in a fight over the money and later convinces Amado that he needs the $10,000,000 to get Tellegio, but gets only $2,000,000. A meeting is arranged at the offices of Tellegio's lawyer, Alfonse Simone, but Tellegio does not appear.

Irving visits Carmine and admits to the scam, but says he has a plan to help him. Carmine throws Irving out and the loss of their friendship hits Irving hard. The feds inform Irving that their $2,000,000 is missing, and that they have received an anonymous offer to return the money in exchange for Irving and Sydney's immunity and a reduced sentence for Carmine. It is revealed that the Alfonse Simone whom Richie had arranged the wire transfer with was a conman working with Irving and Sydney. Amado accepts the deal and Stoddard removes Richie from the case, which ends his career. Irving and Sydney move in together and open a legitimate art gallery, while Rosalyn lives with Pete and shares custody of Danny with Irving.
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 Cast




Several of the characters are fictional versions of specific real-life counterparts:[8][9]


	
Christian Bale as con artist Irving Rosenfeld (based on Melvin Weinberg[image: External link])

	
Amy Adams as con artist Sydney Prosser / "Lady Edith Greensly", Irving's partner (based on Evelyn Knight[image: External link])

	
Bradley Cooper as FBI agent Richard "Richie" DiMaso (based on Anthony Amoroso, Jr.)

	
Jennifer Lawrence as Rosalyn Rosenfeld, Irving's wife (based on Cynthia Marie Weinberg)

	
Jeremy Renner as Mayor Carmine Polito (based on Angelo Errichetti[image: External link] who received a reduced sentence of 18 months)

	
Louis C.K. as Stoddard Thorsen, Richie's boss.

	
Jack Huston as Pete Musane

	
Michael Peña as FBI agent Paco Hernandez / "The Sheik" Abdullah

	
Shea Whigham as Carl Elway

	
Alessandro Nivola as Anthony Amado, Stoddard's boss

	
Elisabeth Röhm as Dolly Polito (based on Dolores "Dodie" Errichetti)

	
Paul Herman[image: External link] as Edward Malone who, as a friend to Irving, was the substitute for lawyer Alphonse Simone

	
Saïd Taghmaoui[image: External link] as Irv's Sheik Plant / Al from Queens

	
Anthony Zerbe[image: External link] as U.S. Senator Horton Mitchell (likely based on U.S. Senator Harrison A. "Pete" Williams[image: External link] as he was also convicted in ABSCAM[image: External link])[10]


	
Colleen Camp[image: External link] as Brenda

	
Erica McDermott[image: External link] as Carl Elway's Assistant

	
Adrian Martinez[image: External link] as Julius

	J.J. Wright as Thigpen, a divorce attorney of 25 years

	
Robert De Niro as Mafia Overlord Victor Tellegio (based on mobster Vincent Alo[image: External link]) (uncredited)[11][12]
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 Production
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 Development




The film began as an Eric Warren Singer[image: External link] screenplay titled American Bullshit. It was listed at #8 on the 2010 Black List[image: External link] of unproduced screenplays. The production was set up at Columbia Pictures[image: External link] with Charles Roven[image: External link] and Richard Suckle producing through Atlas Entertainment[image: External link], who initially considered Ben Affleck to direct before David O. Russell ultimately signed on to helm the film.[13] Russell re-wrote Singer's screenplay, replacing the characters with caricatures of their respective real-life figures.[14] Russel regarded “Hustle,” a highly fictionalized version of the Abscam scandal of the late ’70s and early ’80s, as the third in a loose trilogy of films about ordinary people trying to live passionate lives.[15]
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 Filming




Principal photography[image: External link] started on March 8, 2013 and wrapped in May 2013.[16][17] The film was shot in and around Boston[image: External link], Massachusetts (such as in Worcester[image: External link]), and in New York City.[18][19] Filming was put on hold in the aftermath of the Boston Marathon bombings[image: External link] with the city in lockdown. After lockdown was lifted, the film wrapped its Boston shoot and spent its final few days of production in New York City.[20]
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 Release




Director David O. Russell released the teaser trailer for the film on July 31, 2013,[21] and a theatrical trailer was released on October 9, 2013.[22] The film received nationwide US release on 13 December 2013.[23]
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 Home media




American Hustle was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] on March 18, 2014.[24]
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 Reception
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 Critical response




American Hustle received critical acclaim, and the cast received praise for their performances, notably Christian Bale and Amy Adams.[25][26] Review aggregation website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the film a 93% rating, based on 257 reviews, with an average score of 8.2/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Riotously funny and impeccably cast, American Hustle compensates for its flaws with unbridled energy and some of David O. Russell's most irrepressibly vibrant direction."[27] Metacritic[image: External link] gives a score of 90 out of 100, based on 47 critics, indicating "universal acclaim".[28]

Christy Lemire[image: External link] awarded the film four out of four stars, praising David O. Russell's directing and the relationship between Irving and Sydney, as well as Jennifer Lawrence's portrayal of Rosalyn. She writes: "For all its brashness and big personality, American Hustle is a character study at its core—an exploration of dissatisfaction and drive, and the lengths to which we're willing to go for that elusive thing known as a better life."[29] Richard Roeper of the Chicago Sun-Times gave the film an A+, especially complimenting Bradley Cooper's performance and stating that American Hustle was "the best time I've had at the movies all year." He later named it the year's best film.[30] Time magazine's Richard Corliss wrote, "American Hustle is an urban eruption of flat-out fun — the sharpest, most exhilarating comedy in years. Anyone who says otherwise must be conning you."[31]

Peter Debruge of Variety was critical of the film, calling it "a sloppy sprawl of a movie" and complaining that the improvisational performances overwhelm instead of adding to a coherent plot. He also went on to write that it "makes your brain hurt — and worse, overwhelms the already overcomplicated Abscam retelling at the center of the film."[32]
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 Top ten lists




American Hustle was listed on many critics' top ten lists.[33]



	1st – David Denby, The New Yorker


	1st – Richard Roeper, Chicago Sun-Times


	2nd – David Edelstein[image: External link], Vulture[image: External link]


	2nd – Owen Gleiberman[image: External link], Entertainment Weekly


	2nd – Lisa Schwarzbaum[image: External link], BBC[image: External link]


	2nd – Bob Mondello[image: External link], NPR[image: External link]


	2nd – Betsy Sharkey, Los Angeles Times


	2nd – Joshua Rothkopf, Time Out New York[image: External link]


	2nd – Joe Morgenstern[image: External link], The Wall Street Journal[image: External link]


	3rd – Richard Corliss, Time


	3rd – Scott Foundas, Variety


	3rd – Rex Reed[image: External link], The New York Observer[image: External link]


	3rd – Joe Neumaier, New York Daily News


	4th – Marlow Stern, The Daily Beast[image: External link]


	4th – Elizabeth Weitzman, New York Daily News


	4th – Lisa Kennedy, Denver Post[image: External link]


	5th – Todd McCarthy, The Hollywood Reporter


	5th – Bill Goodykoontz, Arizona Republic[image: External link]


	5th – Mick LaSalle[image: External link], San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link]


	6th – Peter Travers, Rolling Stone


	6th – Stephen Holden[image: External link], The New York Times'


	6th – Michael Phillips[image: External link], Chicago Tribune[image: External link]


	6th – Connie Ogle & Rene Rodriguez, Miami Herald[image: External link]


	7th – Mara Reinstein, Us Weekly[image: External link]


	8th – Justin Chang, Variety


	9th – Tom Brook[image: External link], BBC[image: External link]


	9th – Christopher Orr[image: External link], The Atlantic[image: External link]


	10th – A.A. Dowd, The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	10th – J.R. Jones, Chicago Reader[image: External link]


	10th – A.O. Scott[image: External link], The New York Times


	Top 10 (listed alphabetically, not ranked) – Steven Rea[image: External link], The Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link]


	Top 10 (ranked alphabetically) – Joe Williams[image: External link] & Calvin Wilson, St. Louis Post-Dispatch[image: External link]


	Best of 2013 (listed alphabetically, not ranked) – Manohla Dargis, The New York Times


	Best of 2013 (listed alphabetically, not ranked) – Kenneth Turan[image: External link], Los Angeles Times
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 Box office




Variety estimated the production budget at $40 million. When producer Charles Roven was asked if the budget was in the $40 to $50 million area, he responded “I’d say that’s a good zone.”[2][3]

As of April 9, 2014 the film has earned $150,117,807 at the North American domestic box office and an additional $101,054,000 in international markets for a total worldwide box office of $251,171,807.[3][34]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by American Hustle[image: External link]


American Hustle received seven Golden Globe Award nominations; it won for Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link], with Amy Adams and Jennifer Lawrence winning Best Actress – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy and Best Supporting Actress – Motion Picture respectively.[35][36]

The film received 10 Academy Award[image: External link] nominations, including Best Picture[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Original Screenplay[image: External link], and all four acting categories[image: External link],[7] but did not win in any category. The film has the second most nominations without a win, a distinction it shares with True Grit[image: External link] and Gangs of New York[image: External link], after the 11 for 1977’s The Turning Point[image: External link] and 1985’s The Color Purple[image: External link]. It was the 15th film ever to be nominated in the four acting categories, and only the second since 1981, after 2012's Silver Linings Playbook, which Russell also directed.[37] Of the fifteen such films, it joins only 1936's My Man Godfrey[image: External link] and 1950's Sunset Boulevard[image: External link] to not win any acting awards.[38]

The film took top honors at the 20th Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link], winning for Outstanding Cast in a Motion Picture.[39]

The film was nominated for 10 British Academy Film Awards, with Jennifer Lawrence winning for Actress in a Supporting Role, and David O. Russell and Eric Warren Singer winning for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link].[40][41]
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 Lawsuit




In October 2014, science writer Paul Brodeur[image: External link] filed a lawsuit against Columbia Pictures based on a line in the film in which Rosalyn tells Irving that microwave ovens[image: External link] take the nutrition out of food, stating that she read so in an article by Brodeur. In real life, Brodeur has written books including The Zapping of America about the dangers of microwave radiation, but claims that he has never stated that the process removes a food's nutrition.[42][43]
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 Historical accuracy




American Hustle does not attempt to directly document the events of Abscam. The names are changed, and the film begins with the on-screen message, "Some of this actually happened".[9] Major departures from reality include:


	In the film, Irving Rosenfeld begins a life of criminality when he smashes storefront windows as a child in order to provide more work for his father's glass-installation business. In real life, Melvin Weinberg began working for his father only as an adult. He did smash windows at that point, and according to one article after Abscam was revealed, it was indeed done to shore up business for Weinberg's father.[44] A later report, however, states that it was done at the behest of the local union, to punish businesses who used non-union glaziers.[45]


	In the film, Camden mayor Carmine Polito is shown as a selfless politician who gets involved in the scam only to provide jobs to his constituents; Irving feels so bad for Carmine that he engineers a reduced sentence for him. In reality, though Camden mayor Angelo Errichetti[image: External link] was widely praised for caring about the people of Camden, he also had a reputation for committing crimes. During the Abscam operation, he offered to get the fake sheikh into illegal businesses such as money counterfeiting and drug smuggling. Though Weinberg developed a fondness for Errichetti as a man who "didn't beat around the bush", he made no attempt to protect Errichetti from prosecution.[45]


	
Evelyn Knight[image: External link], Weinberg's mistress on whom the character of Sydney Prosser is based, was involved in Weinberg's scams, though to a lesser extent than shown in the film; and she was not involved in Abscam. She was also English, not an American impersonating an English woman as shown in the film.[9]


	Weinberg's wife Cynthia Marie Weinberg, the basis for Rosalyn Rosenfeld, is not known to have had an affair with someone from the mafia, nor did she nearly blow Weinberg's cover. She was also of similar age to Melvin Weinberg, while the character of Rosalyn is written as being significantly younger than her husband.[46]


	The character of Richie DiMaso is based to some extent on federal agent Tony Amoroso, although in real life Amoroso was just one of a number of agents involved in setting up and executing the scam.[46]


	In the film, the sheikh is impersonated by a Mexican-American FBI agent. In real life, the sheikh was played by two different agents: first briefly by an Irish-American, Mike Denehy, who spoke no Arabic, then by a Lebanese-American.[45][46]
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Golden Globe Award






"Golden Globe" redirects here. For other uses, see Golden Globe (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Golden Globe Awards are accolades bestowed by the 93 members of the Hollywood Foreign Press Association, recognizing excellence in film[image: External link] and television[image: External link], both domestic and foreign.

The annual ceremony at which the awards are presented is a major part of the film industry's awards season, which culminates each year in the Academy Awards[image: External link].[1]

The 74th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], honoring the best in film and television in 2016, was broadcast live on January 8, 2017. Jimmy Fallon[image: External link] hosted the show.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




In 1943, a group of writers banded together to form the Hollywood Foreign Press Association, and by creating a generously distributed award called the Golden Globe Award, they now play a significant role in film marketing.[2] The 1st Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], honoring the best achievements in 1943 filmmaking[image: External link], was held in January 1944, at the 20th Century-Fox[image: External link] studios. Subsequent ceremonies were held at various venues throughout the next decade, including the Beverly Hills Hotel[image: External link], and the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel[image: External link].[3]

In 1950, the Hollywood Foreign Press Association made the decision to establish a special honorary award to recognize outstanding contributions to the entertainment industry. Recognizing its subject as an international figure within the entertainment industry, the first award was presented to director and producer, Cecil B. DeMille[image: External link]. The official name of the award thus became the Cecil B. DeMille Award[image: External link].[4]

In 1963, the Miss Golden Globe[image: External link] concept was introduced. In its inaugural year, two Miss Golden Globes were named, one for film and one for television. The two Miss Golden Globes named that year were Eva Six[image: External link] (of the films Operation Bikini[image: External link] and Beach Party[image: External link]) and Donna Douglas[image: External link] (of television's The Beverly Hillbillies[image: External link]), respectively.[5]

In 2009, the Golden Globe statuette was redesigned (but not for the first time in its history). The New York firm Society Awards[image: External link] collaborated for a year with the Hollywood Foreign Press Association to produce a statuette that included a unique marble and enhanced the statuette’s quality and gold content. It was unveiled at a press conference at the Beverly Hilton prior to the show.[6]

Revenues generated from the annual ceremony have enabled the Hollywood Foreign Press Association to donate millions of dollars to entertainment-related charities, as well as funding scholarships and other programs for future film and television professionals. The most prominent beneficiary being the Young Artist Awards, presented annually by the Young Artist Foundation[image: External link], established in 1978 by late Hollywood Foreign Press member, Maureen Dragone[image: External link] to recognize and award excellence of young Hollywood[image: External link] performers under the age of 21, and to provide scholarships for young artists who may be physically and/or financially challenged.[7][8][9]
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 Ceremony




The broadcast of the Golden Globe Awards, telecast[image: External link] to 167 countries worldwide, generally ranks as the third most-watched awards show each year, behind only the Oscars[image: External link] and the Grammy Awards[image: External link]. Until Ricky Gervais[image: External link] hosted the 67th annual Golden Globe Awards Ceremony in 2010, the award ceremony was one of two major Hollywood[image: External link] award ceremonies (the other being the Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link]) that did not have a regular host; every year a different presenter introduced the ceremony at the beginning of the broadcast. Gervais returned to host the 68th and 69th Golden Globe Awards the next two years.[10] Tina Fey[image: External link] and Amy Poehler[image: External link] hosted the 70th, 71st and 72nd Golden Globe Awards in 2015. The Golden Globe Awards' theme song, which debuted in 2012, was written by Japanese musician and songwriter Yoshiki Hayashi[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 2008 disruption




On January 7, 2008, it was announced that due to the 2007–2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link], the 65th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] would not be telecast live. The ceremony was faced with a threat by striking writers to picket the event and by actors threatening to boycott the ceremony rather than cross picket lines[image: External link]. The Hollywood Foreign Press Association was forced to adopt another approach for the broadcast.[citation needed[image: External link]]

NBC originally had exclusive broadcast rights to the ceremonies, but on January 11, HFPA President Jorge Camara announced there would be no restrictions placed on media outlets covering the January 13 press conference, announcing the winners at 6:00pm PST.[11] As a result, E!, CNN[image: External link], the TV Guide Network[image: External link] and KNBC-TV[image: External link], the network's Los Angeles[image: External link] owned-and-operated affiliate, aired the 31-minute event, emanating from the Grand Ballroom of the Beverly Hilton Hotel live, leaving NBC to fill the hour from 9:00–10:00pm ET with announcements, made after-the-fact by Access Hollywood[image: External link] hosts Billy Bush[image: External link] and Nancy O'Dell[image: External link].[12] The remaining hours of programming, set aside for the ceremonies by the network, were filled with a special two-hour edition of Dateline[image: External link], hosted by Matt Lauer[image: External link], that included film clips, interviews with some of the nominees and commentary from comedian[image: External link] Kathy Griffin[image: External link] and the panelists from Football Night in America[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Categories
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 Motion picture awards





	Best Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link]

	Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link]

	Best Director[image: External link]

	Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama[image: External link]

	Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link]

	Best Actress – Motion Picture Drama

	Best Actress – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy

	Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture[image: External link]

	Best Supporting Actress – Motion Picture

	Best Screenplay[image: External link]

	Best Original Score[image: External link]

	Best Original Song[image: External link]

	Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link]

	
Best Animated Feature Film[image: External link] (since 2006)

	Cecil B. DeMille Award for Lifetime Achievement in Motion Pictures[image: External link]
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 Television awards




Awarded since 1956:


	Best Drama Series[image: External link]

	Best Comedy Series[image: External link]

	Best Actor in a Television Drama Series[image: External link]

	Best Actor in a Television Comedy Series[image: External link]

	Best Actress in a Television Drama Series[image: External link]

	Best Actress in a Television Comedy Series[image: External link]

	Best Limited Series or Motion Picture made for Television[image: External link]

	Best Actor in a Limited Series or Motion Picture made for Television[image: External link]

	Best Actress in a Limited Series or Motion Picture made for Television[image: External link]

	Best Supporting Actor in a Series, Limited Series or Motion Picture made for Television[image: External link]

	Best Supporting Actress in a Series, Limited Series or Motion Picture made for Television[image: External link]
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 Retired awards





	
Best Documentary Film[image: External link] • Last awarded in 1977 at the 34th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]


	
Best English-Language Foreign Film[image: External link] • Awarded from 1957 to 1973

	
New Star of the Year – Actor[image: External link] • Last awarded in 1983 at the 40th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]


	
New Star of the Year – Actress[image: External link] • Last awarded in 1983 at the 40th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]


	Henrietta Award (World Film Favorite – Female) • Awarded from 1950 to 1979[13]


	Henrietta Award (World Film Favorite – Male) • Awarded from 1950 to 1979

	Best Film Promoting International Understanding (1945–63)[14]


	Golden Globe Award for Best Cinematography – Awarded from 1948 to 1953, in 1955 and in 1963.
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 Superlatives




In acting categories, Meryl Streep holds the record for the most competitive Golden Globe wins with eight. However, including honorary awards, such as the Henrietta Award, World Film Favorite Actor/Actress Award, or Cecil B. DeMille Award, Barbra Streisand[image: External link] leads with nine. Additionally, Streisand won for composing the song Evergreen (Love Theme from A Star Is Born)[image: External link], producing the Best Picture (Comedy/Musical)[image: External link] (A Star Is Born[image: External link] in the ceremony held in 1977), and directing Yentl[image: External link] in 1984. Jack Nicholson[image: External link], Angela Lansbury, Alan Alda[image: External link] and Shirley MacLaine have six awards each. Behind them are Ed Asner[image: External link], Rosalind Russell and Jessica Lange with five wins. Meryl Streep also holds the record for most nominations with thirty (as of the 2016 nominations) and John Williams[image: External link] is second with twenty-five. At the 46th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] an anomaly occurred: a three way-tie for Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama (Sigourney Weaver[image: External link] for Gorillas in the Mist[image: External link], Jodie Foster for The Accused[image: External link], and Shirley MacLaine for Madame Sousatzka[image: External link]).

In the category Best Director[image: External link], Elia Kazan[image: External link] leads with four wins, followed by Clint Eastwood[image: External link], Oliver Stone[image: External link], Miloš Forman[image: External link], David Lean[image: External link] and Martin Scorsese[image: External link] with three wins each. Steven Spielberg[image: External link] holds the record for most nominations with eleven (as of the 2015 nominations). Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link], Clint Eastwood[image: External link] and Steven Soderbergh[image: External link] are the only directors to receive two nominations in the same year.

Only four people have won two acting awards in the same year:


	
Sigourney Weaver[image: External link] (1989)

	Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama, Gorillas in the Mist[image: External link]


	Best Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture, Working Girl[image: External link]






	
Joan Plowright (1993)

	Best Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture, Enchanted April[image: External link]


	Best Supporting Actress in a Series, Miniseries or TV Film, Stalin[image: External link]






	
Helen Mirren (2007)

	Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama, The Queen[image: External link]


	Best Actress in a Miniseries or Television Film, Elizabeth I[image: External link]






	
Kate Winslet (2009)

	Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama, Revolutionary Road[image: External link]


	Best Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture, The Reader[image: External link]








Other superlatives:


	
Most awards won by a single film

	One film has won seven Golden Globe Awards.

	
La La Land[image: External link] (2016)





	Two films have won six Golden Globe Awards.

	
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest[image: External link] (1975)

	
Midnight Express[image: External link] (1978)





	Four films have won five Golden Globe Awards.

	
Doctor Zhivago[image: External link] (1965)

	
Love Story[image: External link] (1970)

	
The Godfather[image: External link] (1972)

	
A Star Is Born[image: External link] (1976)









	
Most nominations received by a single film

	
Nashville[image: External link], with nine nominations





	
Highest Sweep (Winning every nominated category)

	
La La Land[image: External link] won all seven Golden Globes that it was nominated for.

	
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest[image: External link] won all six of its nominations.

	Both Doctor Zhivago[image: External link] and A Star Is Born[image: External link] won all five that they were respectively nominated for.





	
Most nominations without winning an award

	
Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?[image: External link], Foul Play[image: External link] and The Godfather Part III[image: External link], all with seven nominations.





	
Youngest person to win an award

	
Ricky Schroder[image: External link] winning New Star of the Year – Actor[image: External link] in 1980 (9 years old).





	
Oldest person to win an award

	
Ennio Morricone[image: External link] winning Best Original Score[image: External link] for The Hateful Eight[image: External link] (87 years old).
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 Actors with two or more acting awards






	Actor/Actress
	Leading Role
	Supporting Role
	Total awards
	Total nominations



	Streep, MerylMeryl Streep
	The French Lieutenant's Woman[image: External link] (D, 1981)

Sophie's Choice[image: External link] (D, 1982)

The Devil Wears Prada[image: External link] (C/M, 2006)

Julie & Julia[image: External link] (C/M, 2009)

The Iron Lady[image: External link] (D, 2011)
	Kramer vs. Kramer[image: External link] (1979)

Adaptation.[image: External link] (2002)
	7
	28



	Nicholson, JackJack Nicholson[image: External link]
	Chinatown[image: External link] (D, 1974)

One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest[image: External link] (D, 1975)

Prizzi's Honor[image: External link] (C/M, 1985)

As Good as It Gets[image: External link] (C/M, 1997)

About Schmidt[image: External link] (D, 2002)
	Terms of Endearment[image: External link] (1983)
	6
	17



	Russell, RosalindRosalind Russell
	Sister Kenny[image: External link] (1946)

Mourning Becomes Electra[image: External link] (1947)

Auntie Mame[image: External link] (C/M, 1958)

A Majority of One[image: External link] (C/M, 1961)

Gypsy[image: External link] (C/M, 1962)
	
	5
	5



	MacLaine, ShirleyShirley MacLaine
	The Apartment[image: External link] (C/M, 1960)

Irma la Douce[image: External link] (C/M, 1963)

Terms of Endearment[image: External link] (D, 1983)

Madame Sousatzka[image: External link] (D, 1988)
	
	4
	15



	Hanks, TomTom Hanks
	Big[image: External link] (C/M, 1988)

Philadelphia[image: External link] (D, 1993)

Forrest Gump[image: External link] (D, 1994)

Cast Away[image: External link] (D, 2000)
	
	4
	8



	Lemmon, JackJack Lemmon[image: External link]
	Some Like It Hot[image: External link] (C/M, 1959)

The Apartment[image: External link] (C/M, 1960)

Avanti![image: External link] (C/M, 1972)
	
	3
	16



	DiCaprio, LeonardoLeonardo DiCaprio
	The Aviator[image: External link] (D, 2004)

The Wolf of Wall Street[image: External link] (C/M, 2013)

The Revenant[image: External link] (D, 2015)
	
	3
	11



	Hoffman, DustinDustin Hoffman[image: External link]
	Kramer vs. Kramer[image: External link] (D, 1979)

Tootsie[image: External link] (C/M, 1982)

Rain Man[image: External link] (D, 1988)
	
	3
	11



	Fonda, JaneJane Fonda
	Klute[image: External link] (D, 1971)

Julia[image: External link] (D, 1977)

Coming Home[image: External link] (D, 1978)
	
	3
	10



	Kidman, NicoleNicole Kidman
	To Die For[image: External link] (C/M, 1995)

Moulin Rouge![image: External link] (C/M, 2001)

The Hours[image: External link] (D, 2002)
	
	3
	10



	Winslet, KateKate Winslet
	Revolutionary Road[image: External link] (D, 2008)
	The Reader[image: External link] (2008)

Steve Jobs[image: External link] (2015)
	3
	10



	Andrews, JulieJulie Andrews
	Mary Poppins[image: External link] (C/M, 1964)

The Sound of Music[image: External link] (C/M, 1965)

Victor/Victoria[image: External link] (C/M, 1982)
	
	3
	9



	Blanchett, CateCate Blanchett
	Elizabeth[image: External link] (D, 1998)

Blue Jasmine[image: External link] (D, 2013)
	I'm Not There[image: External link] (2007)
	3
	9



	Hackman, GeneGene Hackman[image: External link]
	The French Connection[image: External link] (D, 1971)

The Royal Tenenbaums[image: External link] (C/M, 2001)
	Unforgiven[image: External link] (1992)
	3
	8



	O'Toole, PeterPeter O'Toole[image: External link]
	Becket[image: External link] (D, 1964)

The Lion in Winter[image: External link] (D, 1968)

Goodbye, Mr. Chips[image: External link] (C/M, 1969)
	
	3
	8



	Roberts, JuliaJulia Roberts
	Pretty Woman[image: External link] (C/M, 1990)

Erin Brockovich[image: External link] (D, 2000)
	Steel Magnolias[image: External link] (1989)
	3
	8



	Williams, RobinRobin Williams[image: External link]
	Good Morning, Vietnam[image: External link] (C/M, 1987)

The Fisher King[image: External link] (C/M, 1991)

Mrs. Doubtfire[image: External link] (C/M, 1993)
	
	3
	8



	Bergman, IngridIngrid Bergman
	Gaslight[image: External link] (1944)

The Bells of St. Mary's[image: External link] (1945)

Anastasia[image: External link] (D, 1956)
	
	3
	7



	Cruise, TomTom Cruise
	Born on the Fourth of July[image: External link] (D, 1989)

Jerry Maguire[image: External link] (C/M, 1996)
	Magnolia[image: External link] (1999)
	3
	7



	Spacek, SissySissy Spacek[image: External link]
	Coal Miner's Daughter[image: External link] (C/M, 1980)

Crimes of the Heart[image: External link] (C/M, 1986)

In the Bedroom[image: External link] (D, 2001)
	
	3
	6



	Zellweger, RenéeRenée Zellweger
	Nurse Betty[image: External link] (C/M, 2000)

Chicago (C/M, 2002)
	Cold Mountain[image: External link] (2003)
	3
	6



	Clooney, GeorgeGeorge Clooney[image: External link]
	O Brother, Where Art Thou?[image: External link] (C/M, 2000)

The Descendants[image: External link] (D, 2011)
	Syriana[image: External link] (2005)
	3
	5



	Lawrence, JenniferJennifer Lawrence
	Silver Linings Playbook (C/M, 2012)

Joy (C/M, 2015)
	American Hustle (2013)
	3
	4



	Pacino, AlAl Pacino[image: External link]
	Serpico[image: External link] (D, 1973)

Scent of a Woman[image: External link] (D, 1992)
	
	2
	14



	Caine, MichaelMichael Caine[image: External link]
	Educating Rita[image: External link] (C/M, 1983)

Little Voice[image: External link] (C/M, 1998)
	
	2
	9



	Streisand, BarbraBarbra Streisand[image: External link]
	Funny Girl[image: External link] (C/M, 1968)

A Star Is Born[image: External link] (C/M, 1976)
	
	2
	9



	Bancroft, AnneAnne Bancroft
	The Pumpkin Eater[image: External link] (D, 1964)

The Graduate[image: External link] (C/M, 1967)
	
	2
	8



	Field, SallySally Field[image: External link]
	Norma Rae[image: External link] (D, 1979)

Places in the Heart[image: External link] (D, 1984)
	
	2
	8



	Keaton, DianeDiane Keaton
	Annie Hall[image: External link] (C/M, 1977)

Something's Gotta Give[image: External link] (C/M, 2003)
	
	2
	8



	Page, GeraldineGeraldine Page
	Summer and Smoke[image: External link] (D, 1961)

Sweet Bird of Youth[image: External link] (D, 1962)
	
	2
	8



	Smith, MaggieMaggie Smith
	California Suite[image: External link] (C/M, 1978)
	A Room with a View[image: External link] (1985)
	2
	8



	Washington, DenzelDenzel Washington
	The Hurricane[image: External link] (D, 1999)
	Glory[image: External link] (1989)
	2
	8



	Adams, AmyAmy Adams
	American Hustle (C/M, 2013)

Big Eyes[image: External link] (C/M, 2014)
	
	2
	7



	Bening, AnnetteAnnette Bening
	Being Julia[image: External link] (C/M, 2004)

The Kids Are All Right[image: External link] (C/M, 2010)
	
	2
	7



	Day-Lewis, DanielDaniel Day-Lewis[image: External link]
	There Will Be Blood[image: External link] (D, 2007)

Lincoln[image: External link] (D, 2012)
	
	2
	7



	Foster, JodieJodie Foster
	The Accused[image: External link] (D, 1988)

The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link] (D, 1991)
	
	2
	7



	Voight, JonJon Voight[image: External link]
	Coming Home[image: External link] (D, 1978)

Runaway Train[image: External link] (D, 1985)
	
	2
	7



	Brando, MarlonMarlon Brando[image: External link]
	On the Waterfront[image: External link] (D, 1954)

The Godfather[image: External link] (D, 1972)
	
	2
	6



	Carrey, JimJim Carrey
	The Truman Show[image: External link] (D, 1998)

Man on the Moon[image: External link] (C/M, 1999)
	
	2
	6



	Lange, JessicaJessica Lange
	Blue Sky[image: External link] (D, 1994)
	Tootsie[image: External link] (1982)
	2
	6



	Woodward, JoanneJoanne Woodward
	The Three Faces of Eve[image: External link] (D, 1957)

Rachel, Rachel[image: External link] (D, 1968)
	
	2
	6



	Astaire, FredFred Astaire[image: External link]
	Three Little Words[image: External link] (C/M, 1950)
	The Towering Inferno[image: External link] (1974)
	2
	5



	Midler, BetteBette Midler
	The Rose[image: External link] (C/M, 1979)

For the Boys[image: External link] (C/M, 1991)
	
	2
	5



	Olivier, LaurenceLaurence Olivier
	Hamlet[image: External link] (1948)
	Marathon Man[image: External link] (1976)
	2
	5



	Peck, GregoryGregory Peck[image: External link]
	The Yearling[image: External link] (1946)

To Kill a Mockingbird[image: External link] (D, 1962)
	
	2
	5



	Weaver, SigourneySigourney Weaver[image: External link]
	Gorillas in the Mist[image: External link] (D, 1988)
	Working Girl[image: External link] (1988)
	2
	5



	, Ann-MargretAnn-Margret
	Tommy[image: External link] (C/M, 1975)
	Carnal Knowledge[image: External link] (1971)
	2
	4



	, CherCher
	Moonstruck[image: External link] (C/M, 1987)
	Silkwood[image: External link] (1983)
	2
	4



	Duvall, RobertRobert Duvall[image: External link]
	Tender Mercies[image: External link] (D, 1983)
	Apocalypse Now[image: External link] (1979)
	2
	4



	Kaye, DannyDanny Kaye[image: External link]
	On the Riviera[image: External link] (C/M, 1951)

Me and the Colonel[image: External link] (C/M, 1958)
	
	2
	4



	Lansbury, AngelaAngela Lansbury
	
	The Picture of Dorian Gray[image: External link] (1945)

The Manchurian Candidate[image: External link] (1962)
	2
	4



	Mason, MarshaMarsha Mason
	Cinderella Liberty[image: External link] (D, 1973)

The Goodbye Girl[image: External link] (C/M, 1977)
	
	2
	4



	Moore, DudleyDudley Moore[image: External link]
	Arthur[image: External link] (C/M, 1981)

Micki & Maude[image: External link] (C/M, 1984)
	
	2
	4



	Portman, NatalieNatalie Portman
	Black Swan[image: External link] (D, 2010)
	Closer[image: External link] (2004)
	2
	4



	Turner, KathleenKathleen Turner
	Romancing the Stone[image: External link] (C/M, 1984)

Prizzi's Honor[image: External link] (C/M, 1985)
	
	2
	4



	Black, KarenKaren Black
	
	Five Easy Pieces[image: External link] (1970)

The Great Gatsby[image: External link] (1974)
	2
	3



	Goldberg, WhoopiWhoopi Goldberg[image: External link]
	The Color Purple[image: External link] (D, 1985)
	Ghost[image: External link] (1990)
	2
	3



	Gordon, RuthRuth Gordon
	
	Inside Daisy Clover[image: External link] (1965)

Rosemary's Baby[image: External link] (1968)
	2
	3



	Niven, DavidDavid Niven[image: External link]
	The Moon Is Blue[image: External link] (C/M, 1953)

Separate Tables[image: External link] (D, 1958)
	
	2
	3



	Robbins, TimTim Robbins[image: External link]
	The Player[image: External link] (C/M, 1992)
	Mystic River[image: External link] (2003)
	2
	3



	Sinatra, FrankFrank Sinatra[image: External link]
	Pal Joey[image: External link] (C/M, 1957)
	From Here to Eternity[image: External link] (1953)
	2
	3



	Waltz, ChristophChristoph Waltz
	
	Inglourious Basterds (2009)

Django Unchained[image: External link] (2012)
	2
	3



	Attenborough, RichardRichard Attenborough[image: External link]
	
	The Sand Pebbles[image: External link] (1966)

Doctor Dolittle[image: External link] (1967)
	2
	2



	Gwenn, EdmundEdmund Gwenn[image: External link]
	
	Miracle on 34th Street[image: External link] (1947)

Mister 880[image: External link] (1950)
	2
	2



	Hayward, SusanSusan Hayward
	With a Song in My Heart[image: External link] (C/M, 1952)

I Want to Live![image: External link] (D, 1958)
	
	2
	2



	Kelly, GraceGrace Kelly
	The Country Girl[image: External link] (D, 1954)
	Mogambo[image: External link] (1953)
	2
	2



	Landau, MartinMartin Landau[image: External link]
	
	Tucker: The Man and His Dream[image: External link] (1988)

Ed Wood[image: External link] (1994)
	2
	2



	Moorehead, AgnesAgnes Moorehead
	
	Mrs. Parkington[image: External link] (1944)

Hush… Hush, Sweet Charlotte[image: External link] (1964)
	2
	2



	O'Brien, EdmondEdmond O'Brien[image: External link]
	
	The Barefoot Contessa[image: External link] (1954)

Seven Days in May[image: External link] (1964)
	2
	2



	Redgrave, LynnLynn Redgrave
	Georgy Girl[image: External link] (C/M, 1966)
	Gods and Monsters[image: External link] (1998)
	2
	2



	Sharif, OmarOmar Sharif[image: External link]
	Doctor Zhivago[image: External link] (D, 1965)
	Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link] (1962)
	2
	2



	Swank, HilaryHilary Swank
	Boys Don't Cry[image: External link] (D, 1999)

Million Dollar Baby[image: External link] (D, 2004)
	
	2
	2



	Wyman, JaneJane Wyman
	Johnny Belinda[image: External link] (1948)

The Blue Veil[image: External link] (D, 1951)
	
	2
	2
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 Actors with five or more acting nominations






	Actor/Actress
	Total nominations
	Total awards



	
Streep, MerylMeryl Streep

	28
	7



	
Nicholson, JackJack Nicholson[image: External link]

	17
	6



	
Lemmon, JackJack Lemmon[image: External link]

	16
	3



	
MacLaine, ShirleyShirley MacLaine

	15
	4



	
Pacino, AlAl Pacino[image: External link]

	14
	2



	
DiCaprio, LeonardoLeonardo DiCaprio

	11
	3



	
Hoffman, DustinDustin Hoffman[image: External link]

	11
	3



	
Fonda, JaneJane Fonda

	10
	3



	
Kidman, NicoleNicole Kidman

	10
	3



	
Winslet, KateKate Winslet

	10
	3



	
Depp, JohnnyJohnny Depp

	10
	1



	
Andrews, JulieJulie Andrews

	9
	3



	
Blanchett, CateCate Blanchett

	9
	3



	
Caine, MichaelMichael Caine[image: External link]

	9
	2



	
Streisand, BarbraBarbra Streisand[image: External link]

	9
	2



	
Hepburn, AudreyAudrey Hepburn

	9
	1



	
Newman, PaulPaul Newman[image: External link]

	9
	0



	
Hanks, TomTom Hanks

	8
	4



	
Hackman, GeneGene Hackman[image: External link]

	8
	3



	
O'Toole, PeterPeter O'Toole[image: External link]

	8
	3



	
Roberts, JuliaJulia Roberts

	8
	3



	
Williams, RobinRobin Williams[image: External link]

	8
	3



	
Bancroft, AnneAnne Bancroft

	8
	2



	
Field, SallySally Field[image: External link]

	8
	2



	
Keaton, DianeDiane Keaton

	8
	2



	
Page, GeraldineGeraldine Page

	8
	2



	
Smith, MaggieMaggie Smith

	8
	2



	
Washington, DenzelDenzel Washington

	8
	2



	
De Niro, RobertRobert De Niro

	8
	1



	
Dench, JudiJudi Dench

	8
	1



	
Hawn, GoldieGoldie Hawn

	8
	1



	
Matthau, WalterWalter Matthau[image: External link]

	8
	1



	
Moore, JulianneJulianne Moore

	8
	1



	
Redgrave, VanessaVanessa Redgrave

	8
	1



	
Bergman, IngridIngrid Bergman

	7
	3



	
Cruise, TomTom Cruise

	7
	3



	
Adams, AmyAmy Adams

	7
	2



	
Bening, AnnetteAnnette Bening

	7
	2



	
Day-Lewis, DanielDaniel Day-Lewis[image: External link]

	7
	2



	
Foster, JodieJodie Foster

	7
	2



	
Voight, JonJon Voight[image: External link]

	7
	2



	
Beatty, WarrenWarren Beatty[image: External link]

	7
	1



	
Finney, AlbertAlbert Finney[image: External link]

	7
	1



	
Mirren, HelenHelen Mirren

	7
	1



	
Thompson, EmmaEmma Thompson

	7
	1



	
Hepburn, KatharineKatharine Hepburn

	7
	0



	
Sarandon, SusanSusan Sarandon[image: External link]

	7
	0



	
Spacek, SissySissy Spacek[image: External link]

	6
	3



	
Zellweger, RenéeRenée Zellweger

	6
	3



	
Brando, MarlonMarlon Brando[image: External link]

	6
	2



	
Carrey, JimJim Carrey

	6
	2



	
Lange, JessicaJessica Lange

	6
	2



	
Woodward, JoanneJoanne Woodward

	6
	2



	
Burstyn, EllenEllen Burstyn

	6
	1



	
Burton, RichardRichard Burton[image: External link]

	6
	1



	
Dunaway, FayeFaye Dunaway

	6
	1



	
Jackson, GlendaGlenda Jackson

	6
	1



	
Pfeiffer, MichelleMichelle Pfeiffer

	6
	1



	
Poitier, SidneySidney Poitier[image: External link]

	6
	1



	
Travolta, JohnJohn Travolta

	6
	1



	
Winters, ShelleyShelley Winters

	6
	1



	
Russell, RosalindRosalind Russell

	5
	5



	
Clooney, GeorgeGeorge Clooney[image: External link]

	5
	3



	
Astaire, FredFred Astaire[image: External link]

	5
	2



	
Midler, BetteBette Midler

	5
	2



	
Olivier, LaurenceLaurence Olivier

	5
	2



	
Peck, GregoryGregory Peck[image: External link]

	5
	2



	
Weaver, SigourneySigourney Weaver[image: External link]

	5
	2



	
Bridges, JeffJeff Bridges[image: External link]

	5
	1



	
Bullock, SandraSandra Bullock

	5
	1



	
Crowe, RussellRussell Crowe[image: External link]

	5
	1



	
Damon, MattMatt Damon[image: External link]

	5
	1



	
Douglas, MichaelMichael Douglas[image: External link]

	5
	1



	
Freeman, MorganMorgan Freeman[image: External link]

	5
	1



	
Gosling, RyanRyan Gosling

	5
	1



	
Hoffman, Philip SeymourPhilip Seymour Hoffman[image: External link]

	5
	1



	
Holliday, JudyJudy Holliday

	5
	1



	
Minnelli, LizaLiza Minnelli

	5
	1



	
Murray, BillBill Murray[image: External link]

	5
	1



	
Penn, SeanSean Penn

	5
	1



	
Phoenix, JoaquinJoaquin Phoenix[image: External link]

	5
	1



	
Pitt, BradBrad Pitt

	5
	1



	
Sellers, PeterPeter Sellers[image: External link]

	5
	1



	
Simmons, JeanJean Simmons

	5
	1



	
Stapleton, MaureenMaureen Stapleton

	5
	1



	
Ullmann, LivLiv Ullmann

	5
	1



	
Day, DorisDoris Day[image: External link]

	5
	0



	
Farrow, MiaMia Farrow[image: External link]

	5
	0



	
Grant, CaryCary Grant[image: External link]

	5
	0



	
Grant, LeeLee Grant[image: External link]

	5
	0



	
Hopkins, AnthonyAnthony Hopkins[image: External link]

	5
	0



	
Huston, AnjelicaAnjelica Huston

	5
	0



	
Martin, SteveSteve Martin[image: External link]

	5
	0



	
Spacey, KevinKevin Spacey[image: External link]

	5
	0



	
Wood, NatalieNatalie Wood[image: External link]

	5
	0
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 1968–1974 NBC broadcast ban




The HFPA has had a lucrative contract with NBC for decades,[15] which began broadcasting the award ceremony locally in Los Angeles in 1958, then nationally in 1964. However, in 1968, the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] claimed the show “misled the public as to how the winners were determined” (allegations included that winners were determined by lobby; to motivate winners to show up to the awards ceremony winners were informed if they did not attend another winner would be named). The FCC admonished NBC for participating in the scandal. Subsequently, NBC refused to broadcast the ceremony from 1968 until after 1974.[16][17]
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 Pia Zadora awarded “New Star of the Year in a Motion Picture” in 1982




In 1982, Pia Zadora[image: External link] won a Golden Globe in the category "New Star of the Year in a Motion Picture – Female[image: External link]" for her performance in Butterfly[image: External link], over such competition as Elizabeth McGovern[image: External link] ( Ragtime[image: External link]) and Kathleen Turner (Body Heat[image: External link]).[18] Accusations were made that the Foreign Press Association members had been bought off.[19] Zadora's husband, multimillionaire Meshulam Riklis[image: External link], flew voting members to his casino, the Riviera Hotel[image: External link] in Las Vegas[image: External link], which gave the appearance that they voted for Zadora to repay this. Riklis also invited voting members to his house for a lavish lunch and a showing of the film. He also spent a great deal on advertising.[20] Furthermore, Zadora had made her film debut some 17 years earlier as a child performer in Santa Claus Conquers the Martians[image: External link].[21]
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 The Tourist for Best Musical/Comedy nominations in 2011




The nominations for the 2011 Globes drew initial skepticism, as the Hollywood Foreign Press Association nominated The Tourist[image: External link] in its Best Musical/Comedy category, although it was originally advertised as a spy thriller, and also one of the most panned films of the season with host Ricky Gervais even joking to main star of the film Johnny Depp if he had seen the movie. Rumors then surfaced that Sony, the distributor of The Tourist, had influenced Globes voters with an all-expenses-paid trip to Las Vegas, culminating in a concert by Cher.[22]
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 Other




Actor and filmmaker Gary Oldman[image: External link] is a longtime detractor of the Golden Globes[image: External link].[23][24][25] As of 2017, Oldman has never been nominated for a Golden Globe[image: External link] Award in his thirty years of acclaimed film work.
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Joy Mangano






Joy Mangano (/,maeNG'gaenoU /[image: External link]; born February 1, 1956)[2] is an American inventor[image: External link] and entrepreneur[image: External link] known for inventions such as the self-wringing Miracle Mop[image: External link].[3][4] She is the president of Ingenious Designs, LLC, and appears regularly on the US television shopping channel HSN[image: External link]. Joy Mangano is also the author of INVENTING JOY released by Simon & Schuster.

The 2015 film Joy was loosely based on her life. Jennifer Lawrence was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link] for her portrayal of Mangano.[5][6]



TOP
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 Early life




Mangano was born in 1956, in East Meadow, New York, to Italian-American parents. Mangano began inventing at an early age when, as a teenager working at an animal hospital in Huntington, New York[image: External link], on Long Island[image: External link], she dreamed up a fluorescent flea collar to keep pets safe. A product with a similar design was released the next year by Hartz Mountain[image: External link]. After graduating from Pace University[image: External link] with a degree in business administration in 1978, she held a variety of jobs,[4] including waitress[3] and airline reservations manager while raising her three children as a divorced mother.[4]
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 Inventions




Mangano holds more than 100 patents for her inventions.[7] "I think my products have been successful because they have mass appeal," she has said. "I'm just like everybody else out there. I'm a mom, I work, I have a house to clean, things to organize. We all have similar needs, and I address them."
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 Miracle Mop




In 1990 after growing frustrated with ordinary mops, Mangano developed her first invention, the Miracle Mop, a self-wringing plastic mop with a head made from a continuous loop of 300 feet (90 meters) of cotton that can be easily wrung out without getting the user's hands wet. With her own savings and investments from family and friends, she made a prototype and manufactured 100 units.[citation needed[image: External link]] Early assembly was done in her father's body shop in Deer Park[image: External link] in 1991.

After selling the mop at trade shows and in local stores on Long Island, she sold 1,000 units on consignment to QVC[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] It sold modestly at first, but once QVC allowed Mangano to go on-air to sell it herself, she sold 18,000 mops in less than a half hour.[2] Mangano incorporated her business as Arma Products, later renaming it Ingenious Designs. She sold Ingenious Designs to USA Networks, the parent company of the Home Shopping Network[image: External link], in 1999.[4] By the year 2000, her company was selling $10 million worth of Miracle Mops per year.[4]
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 Other products




Huggable Hangers – velvet-flocked, no-slip hangers whose thin profile conserves closet space. Endorsed by Oprah Winfrey[image: External link], Huggable Hangers were HSN's best-selling product as of 2010, with more than 300 million sold.[8][9]

Forever Fragrant – a line of home odor neutralizers including sticks, wickless candles, scent stands, finials, spheres, drawer liners, and shoe shapers.[10] Mangano broke an HSN record on January 31, 2010 by selling 180,000 units in one day.[11] The Forever Fragrant line has won the Good Housekeeping[image: External link] Seal of Approval.[10]

Clothes It All Luggage System – wheeled luggage with organizational features like a padded laptop compartment, a toiletry organizer, a pocket for plane tickets, and removable dividers. They range from smaller duffel bags to a 22-inch (56-centimeter) portable dresser with removable drawers, as well as a briefcase and pet carrier.[10]

Performance Platforms – shoes with a rubber platform heel that gives the wearer extra height. In May 2010, Mangano sold 30,000 pairs in three hours on HSN.[7] The line began as sneakers, and has since branched to Mary Janes[image: External link], mules[image: External link], and sandals[image: External link]. The shoes are produced in conjunction with the Grasshoppers division of the Stride Rite Corporation[image: External link].[10]

Comfort & Joy Textiles – bedding made from Supima cotton and down alternative with a reversible, zippered duvet cover and sheets that are attached to the bed skirt for removal and cleaning.[10]

Shades Readers – a line of reading glasses sold in sets of three or more so that they can be kept around the home and office for easy access.[10] Mangano has sold more than a million pairs.[12]
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 On-air presence, partnerships
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 Television




Soon after she began appearing on QVC[image: External link] in 1992, Mangano began spending 120 hours a year on air.[citation needed[image: External link]] She now appears regularly on HSN[image: External link], and is considered to be HSN's most successful purveyor, with annual sales of more than $150 million.[7] Her hourly sales regularly top $1 million.[13][14] Mangano has also appeared in shorter commercials and infomercials for her company's products.[13] She said that while selling on television is an opportunity to reach millions of people, it requires genuine enthusiasm to persuade people who can't touch or try the product.[4] An HSN executive wrote that Mangano's success is due to her ability to convey her "passion, excitement and pride of every detail with her viewers."[7]
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 Other TV appearances




In 2005, Mangano was a judge on the cable reality show Made in the USA.[13][14] She also appeared on the ABC show The View[image: External link] on February 2, 2007. [15]
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 Product partnerships




Mangano has partnered with celebrities and other television personalities to bring their products to HSN. They include tennis star Serena Williams[image: External link]' line of jewelry, Frank Sepe[image: External link] fitness products, fashions from supermodel Iman[image: External link],[10] products from Rosie O'Donnell,[16] Esteban[image: External link] guitars, and Who Knew? books by Bruce Lubin.[17] She also partnered with chef Todd English[image: External link] to create GreenPan cookware, which uses a ceramic-based non-stick coating that the press release describes as: " PTFE[image: External link]-free, and uses no PFOA[image: External link] in manufacturing, making GreenPan cookware 'green' in manufacturing".[18] Mangano and English debuted GreenPans on HSN on July 26, 2007, and sold 24,000 pieces in 4 hours.[18]
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 Awards and distinctions




In 1997, Mangano was named Long Island Entrepreneur of the Year by Ernst & Young[image: External link].[4] In 2009, she was ranked number 77 on Fast Company[image: External link]'s list of The 100 Most Creative People in Business; and in 2010, she was listed in their list of The 10 Most Creative Women in Business.[19]
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 In popular culture




A character based on Mangano is portrayed by Jennifer Lawrence in the 2015 film Joy, directed by David O. Russell, with Mangano credited as executive producer[image: External link]. It was released on Christmas Day 2015.[5][6]
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 Personal life




Mangano married Tony Miranne in 1978 shortly after both graduated from Pace University[image: External link].[1] They divorced in 1989.[1] They have three children: Christie, Robert, and Jacqueline Miranne.[1]
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Joy (film)






Joy is a 2015 American biographical[image: External link] comedy-drama[image: External link] film, written and directed by David O. Russell[4] and starring Jennifer Lawrence as Joy Mangano, about whom the story is loosely based as a self-made millionaire who created her own business empire.

Joy received a theatrical release on December 25, 2015, distributed by 20th Century Fox[image: External link]. It received mixed reviews from critics, who praised Lawrence's performance but criticized the writing and pace of the film. Lawrence received a nomination for the Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link] and won the Golden Globe Award for Best Actress – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy for her performance. Joy was also nominated for the Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link], among other accolades.
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 Plot




In 1990, Joy Mangano is a divorced mother of two, working as a booking clerk for Eastern Airlines[image: External link]. She lives with her two young children, her mother Terri, her grandmother Mimi, and her ex-husband Tony in working-class Peconic, New York[image: External link]. Her parents are divorced, and her mother and father fight whenever her father shows up at her home. Joy's older half-sister, Peggy, is an overachiever[image: External link] who constantly humiliates Joy in front of her children for her failed marriage. Peggy and Joy's father Rudy are very close. Terri spends all day lying in bed watching soap operas[image: External link] as a means of escape from her life, leaving Joy to run the household. Only Joy's grandmother and her best friend Jackie encourage her to pursue her inventing ambitions and become a strong successful woman.

After divorcing his third wife, Joy's father starts dating Trudy, a wealthy Italian widow with some business experience. While on Trudy's boat, Joy and her family drop their glasses of red wine[image: External link], and she attempts to mop up the mess. While doing so, Joy cuts her hands on the broken glass while wringing the mop. Joy returns home and creates blueprints for a self-wringing mop[image: External link]. She builds a prototype with help from the employees at her father's shop. She then convinces Trudy to invest in the product. They make a deal with a company in California[image: External link], owned by a man in Dallas[image: External link], to manufacture the mop's parts at a low price. In order to avoid a potential lawsuit, Joy also pays $50,000 in royalties to a man in Hong Kong[image: External link] who supposedly has created a similar product. When the company repeatedly bills Joy for faulty parts they create, Joy refuses to pay the fees and tells her father, Trudy, and Peggy not to pay them.

Joy needs a quick, easy way to advertise her product, and is able to meet with QVC[image: External link] executive Neil Walker, with the help of Tony, who despite being divorced from Joy, remains close with her. Neil is impressed and shows Joy his infomercials, where celebrities sell entrepreneur's products through a telethon[image: External link] system. Neil tells Joy to manufacture 50,000 mops. Joy is advised by Rudy and Trudy to take out a second mortgage on her home, in order to pay her costs. The first infomercial fails, due to the celebrity Neil chose to advertise the product, having no clue how the mop works properly, but the next day she goes straight to QVC and convinces Neil to let her do the infomercial. Once the second infomercial is done, Joy and her product become an overnight success. Things look up for the family, with the mop earning thousands of dollars on QVC, and Terri falls for Toussaint, a Haitian[image: External link] plumber Joy hired to fix a leak in Terri's bedroom, something Terri hasn't done since her divorce with Rudy and other than watching her soap operas.

Joy's grandmother dies suddenly, after the running success. Rudy and Trudy send Peggy to California to conduct Joy's company business. Afterwards Peggy tells Joy that she paid the excessively raised production fees, despite Joy telling them not to pay them. She now claims to Joy that she and Rudy have a product of their own to send to QVC which they believe will be better than Joy's. Joy is angry and travels to California to meet with the manufacturer, who refuses to pay her back. Joy discovers that the manufacturer is about to fraudulently patent her design and claim that they were the ones who originally created the mop. Trudy's lawyer reveals that there is nothing they can do to prevent this, since Peggy paid the excessive fees and Joy is forced to file for bankruptcy[image: External link]. Joy discovers that the manufacturers have been defrauding her the entire time she has dealt with them. Upon learning this, she travels to Dallas to confront the owner, Derek Markham. She reveals to Markham that she made a call to the man she supposedly paid the royalties to in Hong Kong, to explain about the product, but that he told Joy that he had no knowledge of the mop being made or of any royalties being paid, proving that Markham and the manufacturing company are committing fraud and embezzlement, which forces Markham to pay Joy back. In the following scene, Joy is seen standing underneath a Snowmaker[image: External link] in Dallas, looking confident. She smiles, and slowly walks away, as Cream's[image: External link] "I Feel Free[image: External link]" plays in the background.

Several years later, Joy is a wealthy, successful businessperson who helps other young inventors develop their ideas. Jackie and Tony remain her most valued advisors. Joy continues to take care of her father, despite him and Peggy having unsuccessfully and wrongly tried to sue her for ownership of her company. Terri is the only family member who does not live off Joy, finally finding stability through her relationship with Toussaint.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cast





	
Jennifer Lawrence as Joy Mangano[5]

	
Isabella Crovetti-Cramp[image: External link] as young Joy Mangano[6]






	
Robert De Niro as Rudy Mangano, Joy's father[7]


	
Bradley Cooper as Neil Walker, an executive at QVC[image: External link][8]


	
Édgar Ramírez[image: External link] as Tony Miranne, Joy's ex-husband[9]


	
Diane Ladd as Mimi, Joy's grandmother[10][11]


	
Dascha Polanco[image: External link] as Jackie, Joy's best friend[12]

	Emily Nunez as young Jackie





	
Elisabeth Röhm as Peggy, Joy's half-sister[13]

	
Madison Wolfe[image: External link] as young Peggy





	
Virginia Madsen as Terri Mangano, Joy's mother[10]


	
Isabella Rossellini[image: External link] as Trudy, Joy's father's girlfriend and Joy's financier[10]


	
Melissa Rivers[image: External link] as Joan Rivers[image: External link][14]


	
Donna Mills[image: External link] as Priscilla[15]


	
Susan Lucci[image: External link] as Danica[16]


	
Maurice Benard[image: External link] as Jared[16]


	
Laura Wright[image: External link] as Clarinda[16]


	Alexander Cook as Bartholomew

	
Jimmy Jean-Louis[image: External link] as Toussaint

	
Drena De Niro[image: External link] as Cindy




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Production
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 Writing and casting




In January 2014, it was announced that David O. Russell's upcoming project would entail rewriting and directing a drama film about American inventor and entrepreneur Joy Mangano, a struggling Long Island[image: External link] single mom of three children.[5] Russell set Jennifer Lawrence to play the lead role in the film, which John Davis[image: External link] and John Fox produced for Davis Entertainment[image: External link], along with Ken Mok[image: External link], with 20th Century Fox[image: External link] holding the distribution rights.[5] In early November 2014, Russell said it was "a great opportunity to do something neither Jennifer nor I have done [before]." He also stated that he would like to cast Robert De Niro and create a role for Bradley Cooper to star in the film.[17] On November 11, it was reported that De Niro was in final talks to re-team with Russell and Lawrence in the film, to play Mangano's father.[18] They worked together in the 2012 film Silver Linings Playbook, and then De Niro made a cameo in 2013's American Hustle.[7] Russell rewrote the script by Annie Mumolo[image: External link].[7] On November 17, De Niro confirmed his casting, saying "Yes I am going to do something with them. I am going to play a father."[7] In early December 2014, Cooper was officially set to star along with Lawrence, playing an executive at QVC[image: External link] who helps Joy by giving the Miracle Mop a boost.[8] On December 8, Édgar Ramírez[image: External link] was cast as Tony Miranda, Joy's now ex-husband.[9] Additional cast members, including Isabella Rossellini[image: External link], Diane Ladd, and Virginia Madsen in unspecified roles, were revealed on February 17, 2015.[10] Isabella Crovetti-Cramp[image: External link] played young Joy.[6] In February, another working title[image: External link] was revealed, which was Kay's Baptism.[19] Elisabeth Röhm's casting as Peggy, sister of Joy Mangano, was revealed on February 27, 2015.[13]
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 Filming




Principal photography[image: External link] began in February 2015, after De Niro completed the shooting of Dirty Grandpa[image: External link].[7] Filming was originally set to begin on February 9, 2015, in Boston[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], making this Russell's third film shot in the area.[20][21] Due to snow in the city, filming was rescheduled to begin on February 19, on Federal Street in Wilmington[image: External link], MA, lasting through February 26,[22][23] but principal photography[image: External link] on the film began in Boston on February 16, 2015.[10][24][25]

In Wilmington, filming lasted until February 26, 2015.[26] On February 27, 2015, Lawrence made a Facebook[image: External link] post denying the rumors about her clashes with Russell on the set of the film, saying, "David O. Russell is one of my closest friends and we have an amazing collaborative working relationship. I adore this man and he does not deserve this tabloid malarkey. This movie is going great and I’m having a blast making it!"[27] After wrapping up in Wilmington, the production moved to North Reading[image: External link], where shooting took place March 2–4, 2015[19] and on March 11 and 12.[28]
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 Release




The film was released on December 25, 2015.[29]
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Joy grossed $56.4 million in the U.S. and Canada and $44.7 million in other countries, for a worldwide total of $101.1 million against a budget of $60 million.[3]

In the United States and Canada, the film opened on December 25, 2015 alongside Point Break[image: External link], Daddy's Home[image: External link], and Concussion[image: External link], as well as the wide release of The Big Short[image: External link]. In its opening weekend, it was projected to gross $13–15 million from 2,896 theaters.[30] It ended up grossing $17 million, finishing third at the box office behind Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link] ($149.2 million) and Daddy's Home ($38.7 million).[31]
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 Critical response




Joy received mixed reviews from critics.[32] On the review aggregator[image: External link] Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has an approval rating of 60%, based on 227 reviews, with an average rating of 6.3/10. The site's consensus reads, "Joy is anchored by a strong performance from Jennifer Lawrence, although director David O. Russell's uncertain approach to its fascinating fact-based tale only sporadically sparks bursts of the titular emotion."[33] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film has a weighted average[image: External link] score of 56 out of 100, based on 48 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[34] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an average grade of "B+" on an A+ to F scale.[31]
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	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result



	Academy Awards[image: External link][35]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Jennifer Lawrence
	Nominated



	AARP Annual Movies for Grownups Awards[image: External link]
	Best Picture
	
	Nominated



	Best Comedy
	
	Nominated



	Best Time Capsule
	
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actress
	Diane Ladd
	Won



	Best Supporting Actor
	Robert De Niro
	Nominated



	Best Screenwriter
	David O. Russell
	Won



	Best Director
	Nominated



	ACE Eddie Awards[image: External link][36]
	Best Edited Feature Film – Comedy or Musical[image: External link]
	Alan Baumgarten[image: External link], Jay Cassidy[image: External link], Tom Cross[image: External link] and Christopher Tellefsen[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Art Directors Guild Awards[image: External link]
	Contemporary Film[image: External link]
	Judy Becker[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Casting Society of America[image: External link]
	Big Budget – Comedy
	Mary Vernieu, Lindsay Graham, Angela Peri
	Nominated



	Costume Designers Guild Awards[image: External link][37][38]
	Excellence in Costume Design for a Contemporary Film
	Michael Wilkinson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Critics’ Choice Awards[image: External link][39][40]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Jennifer Lawrence
	Nominated



	Best Comedy[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Best Actress in a Comedy
	Jennifer Lawrence
	Nominated



	Denver Film Critics Society
	Best Comedy
	
	Nominated



	Detroit Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Jennifer Lawrence
	Nominated



	Best Ensemble
	
	Nominated



	Golden Globe Awards[41][42]
	Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Comedy or Musical
	Jennifer Lawrence
	Won



	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link][43]
	Best Female Performance
	Jennifer Lawrence
	Nominated



	True Story
	
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][44]
	Choice Movie Actress: Drama
	Jennifer Lawrence
	Won
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Feminism is a range of political movements[image: External link], ideologies[image: External link], and social movements[image: External link] that share a common goal: to define, establish, and achieve political, economic, personal, and social rights for women[image: External link].[1][2] This includes seeking to establish educational and professional opportunities for women that are equal to such opportunities for men.

Feminist movements[image: External link] have campaigned and continue to campaign for women's rights, including the right to vote[image: External link], to hold public office, to work[image: External link], to earn fair wages[image: External link] or equal pay[image: External link], to own property[image: External link], to receive education[image: External link], to enter contracts, to have equal rights within marriage[image: External link], and to have maternity leave[image: External link]. Feminists have also worked to promote bodily autonomy[image: External link] and integrity[image: External link], and to protect women and girls from rape[image: External link], sexual harassment[image: External link], and domestic violence[image: External link].[3]

Feminist campaigns are generally considered to be a main force behind major historical societal changes[image: External link] for women's rights, particularly in the West, where they are near-universally credited with achieving women's suffrage, gender neutrality in English[image: External link], reproductive rights[image: External link] for women (including access to contraceptives[image: External link] and abortion[image: External link]), and the right to enter into contracts and own property[image: External link].[4] Although feminist advocacy is, and has been, mainly focused on women's rights, some feminists, including bell hooks[image: External link], argue for the inclusion of men's liberation[image: External link] within its aims because men are also harmed by traditional gender roles[image: External link].[5] Feminist theory[image: External link], which emerged from feminist movements, aims to understand the nature of gender inequality by examining women's social roles and lived experience; it has developed theories in a variety of disciplines in order to respond to issues concerning gender.[6][7]

Numerous feminist movements and ideologies have developed over the years and represent different viewpoints and aims. Some forms of feminism have been criticized[image: External link] for taking into account only white, middle class, and college-educated perspectives. This criticism led to the creation of ethnically specific or multicultural[image: External link] forms of feminism, including black feminism[image: External link] and intersectional feminism[image: External link].[8]
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 History




Main article: History of feminism[image: External link]


See also: Protofeminism[image: External link]


Charles Fourier[image: External link], a Utopian Socialist[image: External link] and French philosopher, is credited with having coined the word "féminisme" in 1837.[9] The words "féminisme" ("feminism") and "féminist" ("feminist") first appeared in France[image: External link] and the Netherlands[image: External link] in 1872,[10] Great Britain[image: External link] in the 1890s, and the United States[image: External link] in 1910,[11][12] and the Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link] lists 1852 as the year of the first appearance of "feminist"[13] and 1895 for "feminism".[14] Depending on the historical moment, culture and country, feminists around the world have had different causes and goals. Most western feminist historians contend that all movements working to obtain women's rights should be considered feminist movements, even when they did not (or do not) apply the term to themselves.[15][16][17][18][19][20] Other historians assert that the term should be limited to the modern feminist movement and its descendants. Those historians use the label " protofeminist[image: External link]" to describe earlier movements.[21]

The history of the modern western feminist movements is divided into three "waves".[22][23] Each wave dealt with different aspects of the same feminist issues. The first wave[image: External link] comprised women's suffrage movements of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, promoting women's right to vote. The second wave[image: External link] was associated with the ideas and actions of the women's liberation movement[image: External link] beginning in the 1960s. The second wave campaigned for legal and social equality for women. The third wave[image: External link] is a continuation of, and a reaction to, the perceived failures of second-wave feminism, which began in the 1990s.[24]
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 Nineteenth and early twentieth centuries




Main article: First-wave feminism[image: External link]


First-wave feminism was a period of activity during the 19th century and early twentieth century. In the UK and US, it focused on the promotion of equal contract, marriage, parenting, and property rights for women. By the end of the 19th century, a number of important steps had been made with the passing of legislation such as the UK Custody of Infants Act 1839[image: External link] which introduced the Tender years doctrine[image: External link] for child custody arrangement and gave woman the right of custody of their children for the first time.[25][26][27] Other legislation such as the Married Women's Property Act 1870[image: External link] in the UK and extended in the 1882 Act[image: External link],[28] these became models for similar legislation in other British territories. For example, Victoria[image: External link] passed legislation in 1884, New South Wales[image: External link] in 1889, and the remaining Australian colonies passed similar legislation between 1890 and 1897. Therefore, with the turn of the 19th century activism had focused primarily on gaining political power, particularly the right of women's suffrage[image: External link], though some feminists were active in campaigning for women's sexual[image: External link], reproductive[image: External link], and economic rights[image: External link] as well.[29]

Women's suffrage began in Britain's Australasian[image: External link] colonies at the close of the 19th century, with the self-governing colonies of New Zealand[image: External link] granting women the right to vote[image: External link] in 1893 and South Australia granting female suffrage (the right to vote and stand for parliamentary office) in 1895. This was followed by Australia granting female suffrage in 1902.[30][31]

In Britain[image: External link] the Suffragettes and the Suffragists[image: External link] campaigned for the women's vote, and in 1918 the Representation of the People Act[image: External link] was passed granting the vote to women over the age of 30 who owned property. In 1928 this was extended to all women over 21.[32] Emmeline Pankhurst[image: External link] was the most notable activist in England, with Time naming her one of the 100 Most Important People of the 20th Century[image: External link] stating: "she shaped an idea of women for our time; she shook society into a new pattern from which there could be no going back."[33] In the U.S., notable leaders of this movement included Lucretia Mott[image: External link], Elizabeth Cady Stanton[image: External link], and Susan B. Anthony[image: External link], who each campaigned for the abolition of slavery[image: External link] prior to championing women's right to vote. These women were influenced by the Quaker[image: External link] theology of spiritual equality, which asserts that men and women are equal under God.[34] In the United States, first-wave feminism is considered to have ended with the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link] (1919), granting women the right to vote in all states. The term first wave was coined retroactively to categorize these western movements after the term second-wave feminism began to be used to describe a newer feminist movement that focused on fighting social and cultural inequalities, as well political inequalities.[29][35][36][37][38]

During the late Qing period[image: External link] and reform movements such as the Hundred Days' Reform[image: External link], Chinese feminists[image: External link] called for women's liberation from traditional roles and Neo-Confucian[image: External link] gender segregation[image: External link].[39][40][41] Later, the Chinese Communist Party[image: External link] created projects aimed at integrating women into the workforce, and claimed that the revolution had successfully achieved women's liberation.[42]

According to Nawar al-Hassan Golley, Arab feminism was closely connected with Arab nationalism[image: External link]. In 1899, Qasim Amin[image: External link], considered the "father" of Arab feminism, wrote The Liberation of Women, which argued for legal and social reforms for women.[43] He drew links between women's position in Egyptian society and nationalism, leading to the development of Cairo University and the National Movement.[44] In 1923 Hoda Shaarawi[image: External link] founded the Egyptian Feminist Union[image: External link], became its president and a symbol of the Arab women's rights movement.[44]

The Iranian Constitutional Revolution[image: External link] in 1905 triggered the Iranian women's movement[image: External link], which aimed to achieve women's equality in education[image: External link], marriage, careers, and legal rights[image: External link].[45] However, during the Iranian revolution[image: External link] of 1979, many of the rights that women[image: External link] had gained from the women's movement were systematically abolished, such as the Family Protection Law[image: External link].[46]

In France[image: External link], women obtained the right to vote[image: External link] only with the Provisional Government of the French Republic[image: External link] of 21 April 1944. The Consultative Assembly of Algiers of 1944 proposed on 24 March 1944 to grant eligibility to women but following an amendment by Fernand Grenier[image: External link], they were given full citizenship, including the right to vote. Grenier's proposition was adopted 51 to 16. In May 1947, following the November 1946 elections[image: External link], the sociologist Robert Verdier minimized the "gender gap[image: External link]", stating in Le Populaire[image: External link] that women had not voted in a consistent way, dividing themselves, as men, according to social classes. During the baby boom[image: External link] period, feminism waned in importance. Wars (both World War I and World War II) had seen the provisional emancipation of some women, but post-war periods signalled the return to conservative roles.[47]
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 Mid-twentieth century




By the mid 20th century, in some European countries, women still lacked some significant rights. Feminists in these countries continued to fight for voting rights. In Switzerland[image: External link], women gained the right to vote[image: External link] in federal elections[image: External link] in 1971;[48] but in the canton of Appenzell Innerrhoden[image: External link] women obtained the right to vote on local issues only in 1991, when the canton was forced to do so by the Federal Supreme Court of Switzerland[image: External link].[49] In Liechtenstein[image: External link], women were given the right to vote by the women's suffrage referendum of 1984[image: External link]. Three prior referendums held in 1968[image: External link], 1971[image: External link] and 1973[image: External link] had failed to secure women's right to vote.

Feminists continued to campaign for the reform of family laws[image: External link] which gave husbands control over their wives. Although by the 20th century coverture[image: External link] had been abolished in the UK and the US, in many continental European[image: External link] countries married women still had very few rights. For instance, in France married women did not receive the right to work without their husband's permission until 1965.[50][51] Feminists have also worked to abolish the "marital exemption" in rape laws[image: External link] which precluded the prosecution of husbands for the rape of their wives.[52] Earlier efforts by first-wave feminists such as Voltairine de Cleyre[image: External link], Victoria Woodhull[image: External link] and Elizabeth Clarke Wolstenholme Elmy[image: External link] to criminalize marital rape in the late 19th century had failed;[53][54] this was only achieved a century later in most Western countries, but is still not achieved in many other parts of the world.[55]

French philosopher Simone de Beauvoir[image: External link] provided a Marxist[image: External link] solution and an existentialist[image: External link] view on many of the questions of feminism with the publication of Le Deuxième Sexe (The Second Sex[image: External link]) in 1949.[56] The book expressed feminists' sense of injustice. Second-wave feminism is a feminist movement beginning in the early 1960s[57] and continuing to the present; as such, it coexists with third-wave feminism. Second-wave feminism is largely concerned with issues of equality beyond suffrage, such as ending gender discrimination[image: External link].[29]

Second-wave feminists see women's cultural and political inequalities as inextricably linked and encourage women to understand aspects of their personal lives as deeply politicized and as reflecting sexist power structures. The feminist activist and author Carol Hanisch[image: External link] coined the slogan "The Personal is Political", which became synonymous with the second wave.[3][58]

Second- and third-wave feminism in China has been characterized by a reexamination of women's roles during the communist revolution and other reform movements, and new discussions about whether women's equality has actually been fully achieved.[42]

In 1956, President Gamal Abdel Nasser[image: External link] of Egypt[image: External link] initiated "state feminism[image: External link]", which outlawed discrimination based on gender[image: External link] and granted women's suffrage, but also blocked political activism[image: External link] by feminist leaders.[59] During Sadat[image: External link]'s presidency, his wife, Jehan Sadat[image: External link], publicly advocated further women's rights, though Egyptian policy and society began to move away from women's equality with the new Islamist[image: External link] movement and growing conservatism.[60] However, some activists proposed a new feminist movement, Islamic feminism[image: External link], which argues for women's equality within an Islamic framework.[61]

In Latin America[image: External link], revolutions brought changes in women's status in countries such as Nicaragua[image: External link], where feminist ideology during the Sandinista Revolution[image: External link] aided women's quality of life but fell short of achieving a social and ideological change.[62]

In 1969, Betty Friedan[image: External link]'s book The Feminine Mystique[image: External link] was published and helped voice the discontent that American women felt. The book proved highly successful, almost becoming a bible for feminists and a spur for political activists. The book's success also meant that Friedan could lecture her views while she was on tour in 1970. Within ten years, after Friedan's successful publishing, women made up more than half of the total percentage in the First World workforce.[63]
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 Late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries
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 Third-wave




Main article: Third-wave feminism[image: External link]


In the early 1990s in the USA, third-wave feminism began as a response to perceived failures of the second wave and to the backlash against initiatives and movements created by the second wave. Third-wave feminism distinguished itself from the second wave around issues of sexuality[image: External link], challenging female heterosexuality[image: External link] and celebrating sexuality as a means of female empowerment.[64] Third-wave feminism also seeks to challenge or avoid what it deems the second wave's essentialist[image: External link] definitions of femininity[image: External link], which, they argue, over-emphasize the experiences of upper middle-class white women. Third-wave feminists often focus on " micro-politics[image: External link]" and challenge the second wave's paradigm as to what is, or is not, good for women, and tend to use a post-structuralist[image: External link] interpretation of gender and sexuality.[29][65][66][67] Feminist leaders rooted in the second wave, such as Gloria Anzaldúa[image: External link], bell hooks[image: External link], Chela Sandoval[image: External link], Cherríe Moraga[image: External link], Audre Lorde[image: External link], Maxine Hong Kingston[image: External link], and many other non-white feminists, sought to negotiate a space within feminist thought for consideration of race-related subjectivities.[66][68][69] Third-wave feminism also contains internal debates between difference feminists[image: External link], who believe that there are important differences between the sexes, and those who believe that there are no inherent differences between the sexes and contend that gender roles are due to social conditioning[image: External link].[70]
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 Standpoint




Standpoint theory is a feminist theoretical point of view that believes a persons' social position influences their knowledge. This perspective argues that research and theory treats women and the feminist movement as insignificant and refuses to see traditional science as unbiased.[71] Since the 1980s, standpoint feminists[image: External link] have argued that the feminist movement should address global issues (such as rape, incest[image: External link], and prostitution) and culturally specific issues (such as female genital mutilation[image: External link] in some parts of Africa[image: External link] and the Middle East[image: External link], as well as glass ceiling[image: External link] practices that impede women's advancement in developed economies) in order to understand how gender inequality interacts with racism, homophobia[image: External link], classism[image: External link] and colonization[image: External link] in a "matrix of domination[image: External link]".[72][73]
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 Post-feminism




The term post-feminism[image: External link] is used to describe a range of viewpoints reacting to feminism since the 1980s. While not being "anti-feminist", post-feminists believe that women have achieved second wave goals while being critical of third wave feminist goals. The term was first used to describe a backlash against second-wave feminism, but it is now a label for a wide range of theories that take critical approaches to previous feminist discourses and includes challenges to the second wave's ideas.[74] Other post-feminists say that feminism is no longer relevant to today's society.[75] Amelia Jones[image: External link] has written that the post-feminist texts which emerged in the 1980s and 1990s portrayed second-wave feminism as a monolithic entity.[76] Dorothy Chunn notes a "blaming narrative" under the post-feminist moniker, where feminists are undermined for continuing to make demands for gender equality[image: External link] in a "post-feminist" society, where "gender equality has (already) been achieved." According to Chunn, "many feminists have voiced disquiet about the ways in which rights and equality discourses are now used against them."[77]
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 Theory




Main article: Feminist theory[image: External link]


See also: Gynocriticism[image: External link] and écriture féminine[image: External link]


Feminist theory is the extension of feminism into theoretical or philosophical fields. It encompasses work in a variety of disciplines, including anthropology[image: External link], sociology[image: External link], economics[image: External link], women's studies[image: External link], literary criticism[image: External link],[78][79] art history[image: External link],[80] psychoanalysis[image: External link][81] and philosophy[image: External link].[82][83] Feminist theory aims to understand gender inequality[image: External link] and focuses on gender politics, power relations, and sexuality. While providing a critique of these social and political relations, much of feminist theory also focuses on the promotion of women's rights and interests. Themes explored in feminist theory include discrimination, stereotyping[image: External link], objectification[image: External link] (especially sexual objectification[image: External link]), oppression[image: External link], and patriarchy[image: External link].[6][7] In the field of literary criticism[image: External link], Elaine Showalter[image: External link] describes the development of feminist theory as having three phases. The first she calls "feminist critique", in which the feminist reader examines the ideologies behind literary phenomena. The second Showalter calls " gynocriticism[image: External link]", in which the "woman is producer of textual meaning". The last phase she calls "gender theory", in which the "ideological inscription and the literary effects of the sex/gender system are explored".[84]

This was paralleled in the 1970s by French feminists[image: External link], who developed the concept of écriture féminine[image: External link] (which translates as 'female or feminine writing').[74] Helene Cixous[image: External link] argues that writing and philosophy are phallocentric[image: External link] and along with other French feminists such as Luce Irigaray[image: External link] emphasize "writing from the body" as a subversive exercise.[74] The work of Julia Kristeva[image: External link], a feminist psychoanalyst and philosopher, and Bracha Ettinger[image: External link],[85] artist and psychoanalyst, has influenced feminist theory in general and feminist literary criticism[image: External link] in particular. However, as the scholar Elizabeth Wright points out, "none of these French feminists align themselves with the feminist movement as it appeared in the Anglophone[image: External link] world".[74][86] More recent feminist theory, such as that of Lisa Lucile Owens,[87] has concentrated on characterizing feminism as a universal emancipatory movement.
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 Movements and ideologies




Main article: Feminist movements and ideologies[image: External link]


Many overlapping feminist movements and ideologies have developed over the years.
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 Political movements




Some branches of feminism closely track the political leanings of the larger society, such as liberalism and conservatism, or focus on the environment. Liberal feminism[image: External link] seeks individualistic equality of men and women through political and legal reform without altering the structure of society. Catherine Rottenberg has argued that the neoliberal shirt in Liberal feminism has led to that form of feminism being individualized rather than collectivized and becoming detached from social inequality.[88] Due to this she argues that Liberal Feminism cannot offer any sustained analysis of the structures of male dominance, power, or privilege.[88]

Radical feminism[image: External link] considers the male-controlled capitalist hierarchy as the defining feature of women's oppression and the total uprooting and reconstruction of society as necessary.[3] Conservative feminism[image: External link] is conservative relative to the society in which it resides. Libertarian feminism[image: External link] conceives of people as self-owners and therefore as entitled to freedom from coercive interference.[89] Separatist feminism[image: External link] does not support heterosexual relationships. Lesbian feminism is thus closely related. Other feminists criticize separatist feminism as sexist.[5] Ecofeminists[image: External link] see men's control of land as responsible for the oppression of women and destruction of the natural environment[image: External link]; ecofeminism has been criticized for focusing too much on a mystical connection between women and nature.[90]
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 Materialist ideologies




Rosemary Hennessy[image: External link] and Chrys Ingraham say that materialist forms of feminism grew out of Western Marxist thought and have inspired a number of different (but overlapping) movements, all of which are involved in a critique of capitalism and are focused on ideology's relationship to women.[91] Marxist feminism[image: External link] argues that capitalism is the root cause of women's oppression, and that discrimination against women in domestic life and employment is an effect of capitalist ideologies.[92] Socialist feminism[image: External link] distinguishes itself from Marxist feminism by arguing that women's liberation can only be achieved by working to end both the economic and cultural sources of women's oppression.[93] Anarcha-feminists[image: External link] believe that class struggle[image: External link] and anarchy[image: External link] against the state[image: External link][94] require struggling against patriarchy, which comes from involuntary hierarchy.
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 Black and postcolonial ideologies




Sara Ahmed[image: External link] argues that Black[image: External link] and Postcolonial[image: External link] feminisms pose a challenge "to some of the organizing premises of Western feminist thought."[95] During much of its history[image: External link], feminist movements and theoretical developments[image: External link] were led predominantly by middle-class white women from Western Europe and North America.[68][72][96] However women of other races have proposed alternative feminisms.[72] This trend accelerated in the 1960s with the civil rights movement in the United States and the collapse of European colonialism in Africa, the Caribbean, parts of Latin America, and Southeast Asia. Since that time, women in developing nations[image: External link] and former colonies[image: External link] and who are of colour or various ethnicities or living in poverty have proposed additional feminisms.[96] Womanism[image: External link][97][98] emerged after early feminist movements were largely white and middle-class.[68] Postcolonial feminists argue that colonial oppression and Western feminism marginalized postcolonial women but did not turn them passive or voiceless.[8] Third-world feminism[image: External link] and Indigenous feminism[image: External link] are closely related to postcolonial feminism.[96] These ideas also correspond with ideas in African feminism, motherism,[99] Stiwanism,[100] negofeminism,[101] femalism, transnational feminism[image: External link], and Africana womanism[image: External link].[102]
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 Social constructionist ideologies




In the late twentieth century various feminists began to argue that gender roles are socially constructed[image: External link],[103][104] and that it is impossible to generalize women's experiences across cultures and histories.[105] Post-structural feminism[image: External link] draws on the philosophies of post-structuralism[image: External link] and deconstruction[image: External link] in order to argue that the concept of gender is created socially and culturally through discourse[image: External link].[106] Postmodern feminists[image: External link] also emphasize the social construction of gender and the discursive nature of reality;[103] however, as Pamela Abbott[image: External link] et al. note, a postmodern approach to feminism highlights "the existence of multiple truths (rather than simply men and women's standpoints)".[107]
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 Cultural movements




Riot grrls took an anti-corporate[image: External link] stance of self-sufficiency[image: External link] and self-reliance[image: External link].[108] Riot grrrl[image: External link]'s emphasis on universal female identity and separatism often appears more closely allied with second-wave feminism than with the third wave.[109] The movement encouraged and made "adolescent girls' standpoints central", allowing them to express themselves fully.[110] Lipstick feminism[image: External link] is a cultural feminist movement that attempts to respond to the backlash of second-wave radical feminism of the 1960s and 1970s by reclaiming symbols of "feminine" identity such as make-up, suggestive clothing and having a sexual allure as valid and empowering personal choices.[111][112]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Demographics




According to 2015 poll, 18 percent of Americans consider themselves feminists, while 85 percent reported they believe in "equality for women". Despite the popular belief in equal rights, 52 percent did not identify as feminist, 26 percent were unsure, and four percent provided no response.[113]

According to 2014 Ipsos[image: External link] poll covering 15 developed countries, 53 percent of respondents identified as feminists, and 87% agreed that "women should be treated equally to men in all areas based on their competency, not their gender". However, only 55% of women agreed that they have "full equality with men and the freedom to reach their full dreams and aspirations".[114]

Among women, some of the strongest support for feminism was found in Sweden, where one in three (36%) agreed very much that they defined themselves as feminists. They were followed by women in Italy (31%) and Argentina (29%). Those in the middle of the ranking were from Great Britain (22%), Spain (22%), United States (20%), Australia (18%), Belgium (18%), France (18%), Canada (17%), Poland (17%), and Hungary (15%). Women least likely to agree very much were from Japan (8%), Germany (7%) and South Korea (7%).[114]

One quarter of men in Italy (25%) and Argentina (25%), and two in ten of those in Poland (21%) and France (19%), agreed very much they defined themselves as feminist. They were followed by those from Sweden (17%), Spain (16%), the United States (16%), Canada (15%), Great Britain (14%), Hungary (12%), Belgium (11%) and Australia (10%). Men least likely to identify this way were from South Korea (7%), Germany (3%) and Japan (3%).[114]

Women were more likely to self-identify as being feminists than men in every country except Poland, where men (21%) were four points more likely than women (17%) to agree very much with the statement. In South Korea, there was no difference between men and women (7%) on this measure.[114]
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 Sexuality




Main article: Feminist views on sexuality[image: External link]


Feminist views on sexuality[image: External link] vary, and have differed by historical period and by cultural context. Feminist attitudes to female sexuality have taken a few different directions. Matters such as the sex industry[image: External link], sexual representation in the media, and issues regarding consent to sex under conditions of male dominance have been particularly controversial among feminists. This debate has culminated in the late 1970s and the 1980s, in what came to be known as the feminist sex wars[image: External link], which pitted anti-pornography feminism[image: External link] against sex-positive feminism[image: External link], and parts of the feminist movement were deeply divided by these debates.[115][116][117][118][119] Feminists have taken a variety of positions on different aspects of the sexual revolution[image: External link] from the 1960s and 70s. Over the course of the 1970s, a large number of influential women accepted lesbian and bisexual women[image: External link] as part of feminism.[120]
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 Sex industry




Main articles: Sex industry[image: External link], Feminist views on pornography[image: External link], Feminist views on prostitution[image: External link], and Feminist sex wars[image: External link]


Opinions on the sex industry are diverse. Feminists critical of the sex industry generally see it as the exploitative result of patriarchal social structures which reinforce sexual and cultural attitudes complicit in rape and sexual harassment. Alternately, feminists who support at least part of the sex industry argue that it can be a medium of feminist expression and a means for women to take control of their sexuality.

Feminist views of pornography range from condemnation of pornography as a form of violence against women[image: External link], to an embracing of some forms of pornography as a medium of feminist expression.[115][116][117][118][119] Feminists' views on prostitution vary, but many of these perspectives can be loosely arranged into an overarching standpoint that is generally either critical or supportive of prostitution and sex work[image: External link].[121]
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 Affirming female sexual autonomy




For feminists, a woman's right to control her own sexuality[image: External link] is a key issue. Feminists such as Catharine MacKinnon[image: External link] argue that women have very little control over their own bodies, with female sexuality being largely controlled and defined by men in patriarchal societies. Feminists argue that sexual violence committed by men is often rooted in ideologies of male sexual entitlement, and that these systems grant women very few legitimate options to refuse sexual advances.[122][123] In many cultures, men do not believe that a woman has the right to reject a man's sexual advances or to make an autonomous decision about participating in sex. Feminists argue that all cultures are, in one way or another, dominated by ideologies that largely deny women the right to decide how to express their sexuality, because men under patriarchy feel entitled to define sex on their own terms. This entitlement can take different forms, depending on the culture. In many parts of the world, especially in conservative[image: External link] and religious cultures, marriage is regarded as an institution which requires a wife to be sexually available at all times, virtually without limit; thus, forcing or coercing sex on a wife is not considered a crime or even an abusive behaviour.[124][125] In more liberal cultures, this entitlement takes the form of a general sexualization[image: External link] of the whole culture. This is played out in the sexual objectification[image: External link] of women, with pornography and other forms of sexual entertainment creating the fantasy that all women exist solely for men's sexual pleasure, and that women are readily available and desiring to engage in sex at any time, with any man, on a man's terms.[126]
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 Science




For more details on this topic, see Feminist epistemology[image: External link].

Sandra Harding[image: External link] says that the "moral and political insights of the women's movement have inspired social scientists and biologists to raise critical questions about the ways traditional researchers have explained gender, sex and relations within and between the social and natural worlds."[127] Some feminists, such as Ruth Hubbard[image: External link] and Evelyn Fox Keller[image: External link], criticize traditional scientific discourse[image: External link] as being historically biased towards a male perspective.[128] A part of the feminist research agenda is the examination of the ways in which power inequities are created or reinforced in scientific and academic institutions.[129] Physicist Lisa Randall[image: External link], appointed to a task force at Harvard by then-president Lawrence Summers[image: External link] after his controversial discussion of why women may be underrepresented in science and engineering, said, "I just want to see a whole bunch more women enter the field so these issues don't have to come up anymore."[130]

Lynn Hankinson Nelson notes that feminist empiricists find fundamental differences between the experiences of men and women. Thus, they seek to obtain knowledge through the examination of the experiences of women, and to "uncover the consequences of omitting, misdescribing, or devaluing them" to account for a range of human experience.[131] Another part of the feminist research agenda is the uncovering of ways in which power inequities are created or reinforced in society and in scientific and academic institutions.[129] Furthermore, despite calls for greater attention to be paid to structures of gender inequity in the academic literature, structural analyses of gender bias rarely appear in highly cited psychological journals, especially in the commonly studied areas of psychology and personality.[132]

One criticism of feminist epistemology is that it allows social and political values to influence its findings.[133] Susan Haack[image: External link] also points out that feminist epistemology reinforces traditional stereotypes about women's thinking (as intuitive and emotional, etc.); Meera Nanda[image: External link] further cautions that this may in fact trap women within "traditional gender roles and help justify patriarchy".[134]
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 Biology and gender




For more details on this topic, see Gender essentialism[image: External link] and Sexual differentiation[image: External link].

Modern feminism challenges the essentialist view of gender[image: External link] as biologically intrinsic.[135][136] For example, Anne Fausto-Sterling[image: External link]'s book, Myths of Gender, explores the assumptions embodied in scientific[image: External link] research that support a biologically essentialist[image: External link] view of gender.[137] In Delusions of Gender[image: External link], Cordelia Fine[image: External link] disputes scientific evidence that suggests that there is an innate biological difference between men's and women's minds, asserting instead that cultural and societal beliefs are the reason for differences between individuals that are commonly perceived as sex differences.[138]
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 Feminist psychology




Main article: Feminist psychology[image: External link]


Feminism in psychology emerged as a critique of the dominant male outlook on psychological research where only male perspectives were studied with all male subjects. As women earned doctorates in psychology, females and their issues were introduced as legitimate topics of study. Feminist psychology emphasizes social context, lived experience, and qualitative analysis.[139] Projects such as Psychology's Feminist Voices[image: External link] have emerged to catalogue the influence of feminist psychologists on the discipline.[140]
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 Culture




Main article: Feminism in culture[image: External link]
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Gender-based inquiries into and conceptualization of architecture have also come about, leading to feminism in modern architecture[image: External link]. Piyush Mathur coined the term "archigenderic". Claiming that "architectural planning has an inextricable link with the defining and regulation of gender roles, responsibilities, rights, and limitations", Mathur came up with that term "to explore ... the meaning of 'architecture' in terms of gender" and "to explore the meaning of 'gender' in terms of architecture".[141]
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Feminist activists have established a range of feminist businesses[image: External link], including women's bookstores, feminist credit unions, feminist presses, feminist mail-order catalogs, and feminist restaurants. These businesses flourished as part of the  second[image: External link] and  third-waves[image: External link] of feminism in the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s.[142][143]
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Main article: Feminist art movement[image: External link]


Corresponding with general developments within feminism, and often including such self-organizing tactics as the consciousness-raising group, the movement began in the 1960s and flourished throughout the 1970s.[144] Jeremy Strick, director of the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles[image: External link], described the feminist art movement as "the most influential international movement of any during the postwar period", and Peggy Phelan[image: External link] says that it "brought about the most far-reaching transformations in both artmaking and art writing over the past four decades".[144] Feminist artist Judy Chicago[image: External link], who created The Dinner Party[image: External link], a set of vulva-themed ceramic plates[image: External link] in the 1970s, said in 2009 to ARTnews[image: External link], "There is still an institutional lag and an insistence on a male Eurocentric[image: External link] narrative. We are trying to change the future: to get girls and boys to realize that women's art is not an exception—it's a normal part of art history."[145] A feminist approach to the visual arts has most recently developed through Cyberfeminism[image: External link] and the posthuman[image: External link] turn, giving voice to the ways "contemporary female artists are dealing with gender, social media and the notion of embodiment".[146]
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See also: Écriture féminine[image: External link], List of American feminist literature[image: External link], List of feminist literature[image: External link], and List of feminist poets[image: External link]


The feminist movement produced both feminist fiction and non-fiction, and created new interest in women's writing[image: External link]. It also prompted a general reevaluation of women's historical[image: External link] and academic contributions in response to the belief that women's lives and contributions have been underrepresented as areas of scholarly interest.[147] Much of the early period of feminist literary scholarship was given over to the rediscovery and reclamation of texts written by women. Studies like Dale Spender[image: External link]'s Mothers of the Novel (1986) and Jane Spencer's The Rise of the Woman Novelist (1986) were ground-breaking in their insistence that women have always been writing. Commensurate with this growth in scholarly interest, various presses began the task of reissuing long-out-of-print texts. Virago Press[image: External link] began to publish its large list of 19th and early-20th-century novels in 1975 and became one of the first commercial presses to join in the project of reclamation. In the 1980s Pandora Press, responsible for publishing Spender's study, issued a companion line of 18th-century novels written by women.[148] More recently, Broadview Press[image: External link] continues to issue 18th- and 19th-century novels, many hitherto out of print, and the University of Kentucky[image: External link] has a series of republications of early women's novels. A Vindication of the Rights of Woman[image: External link] (1792) by Mary Wollstonecraft[image: External link], is one of the earliest works of feminist philosophy. A Room of One's Own[image: External link] (1929) by Virginia Woolf[image: External link], is noted in its argument for both a literal and figural space for women writers within a literary tradition dominated by patriarchy.

The widespread interest in women's writing is related to a general reassessment and expansion of the literary canon[image: External link]. Interest in post-colonial literatures[image: External link], gay and lesbian literature[image: External link], writing by people of colour, working people's writing, and the cultural productions of other historically marginalized groups has resulted in a whole scale expansion of what is considered "literature", and genres hitherto not regarded as "literary", such as children's writing, journals, letters, travel writing, and many others are now the subjects of scholarly interest.[147][149][150] Most genres and subgenres[image: External link] have undergone a similar analysis, so that one now sees work on the "female gothic[image: External link]"[151] or women's science fiction[image: External link].

According to Elyce Rae Helford, "Science fiction and fantasy serve as important vehicles for feminist thought, particularly as bridges between theory and practice."[152] Feminist science fiction is sometimes taught at the university level to explore the role of social constructs in understanding gender.[153] Notable texts of this kind are Ursula K. Le Guin[image: External link]'s The Left Hand of Darkness[image: External link] (1969), Joanna Russ[image: External link]' The Female Man[image: External link] (1970), Octavia Butler[image: External link]'s Kindred[image: External link] (1979) and Margaret Atwood[image: External link]'s Handmaid's Tale[image: External link] (1985).
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Main articles: Women's music[image: External link] and Women in music[image: External link]


Women's music[image: External link] (or womyn's music or wimmin's music) is the music by women[image: External link], for women, and about women.[154] The genre emerged as a musical expression of the second-wave feminist movement[155] as well as the labour[image: External link], civil rights[image: External link], and peace movements[image: External link].[156] The movement was started by lesbians such as Cris Williamson[image: External link], Meg Christian[image: External link], and Margie Adam[image: External link], African-American women activists such as Bernice Johnson Reagon[image: External link] and her group Sweet Honey in the Rock[image: External link], and peace activist Holly Near[image: External link].[156] Women's music also refers to the wider industry of women's music that goes beyond the performing artists to include studio musicians[image: External link], producers[image: External link], sound engineers[image: External link], technicians[image: External link], cover artists, distributors, promoters[image: External link], and festival organizers who are also women.[154] Riot grrrl[image: External link] is an underground[image: External link] feminist hardcore punk[image: External link] movement described in the cultural movements section of this article.

Feminism became a principal concern of musicologists[image: External link] in the 1980s[157] as part of the New Musicology[image: External link]. Prior to this, in the 1970s, musicologists were beginning to discover women composers and performers, and had begun to review concepts of canon[image: External link], genius, genre and periodization from a feminist perspective. In other words, the question of how women musicians fit into traditional music history was now being asked.[157] Through the 1980s and 1990s, this trend continued as musicologists like Susan McClary[image: External link], Marcia Citron[image: External link] and Ruth Solie began to consider the cultural reasons for the marginalizing of women from the received body of work. Concepts such as music as gendered discourse; professionalism; reception of women's music; examination of the sites of music production; relative wealth and education of women[image: External link]; popular music studies in relation to women's identity; patriarchal ideas in music analysis; and notions of gender and difference are among the themes examined during this time.[157]

While the music industry[image: External link] has long been open to having women in performance or entertainment roles, women are much less likely to have positions of authority, such as being the leader of an orchestra[image: External link].[158] In popular music, while there are many women singers recording songs, there are very few women behind the audio console[image: External link] acting as music producers[image: External link], the individuals who direct and manage the recording process.[159]
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Main article: Feminist film theory[image: External link]


See also: Women's cinema[image: External link]


Feminist cinema, advocating or illustrating feminist perspectives, arose largely with the development of feminist film theory[image: External link] in the late '60s and early '70s. Women who were radicalized during the 1960s by political debate and sexual liberation; but the failure of radicalism to produce substantive change for women galvanized them to form consciousness-raising groups and set about analysing, from different perspectives, dominant cinema's construction of women.[160] Differences were particularly marked between feminists on either side of the Atlantic[image: External link]. 1972 saw the first feminist film festivals in the U.S. and U.K. as well as the first feminist film journal, Women and Film .[image: External link] Trailblazers from this period included Claire Johnston[image: External link] and Laura Mulvey[image: External link], who also organized the Women's Event at the Edinburgh Film Festival[image: External link].[161] Other theorists making a powerful impact on feminist film include Teresa de Lauretis[image: External link], Anneke Smelik and Kaja Silverman[image: External link]. Approaches in philosophy and psychoanalysis fuelled feminist film criticism, feminist independent film and feminist distribution.

It has been argued that there are two distinct approaches to independent, theoretically inspired feminist filmmaking. 'Deconstruction' concerns itself with analysing and breaking down codes of mainstream cinema, aiming to create a different relationship between the spectator and dominant cinema. The second approach, a feminist counterculture, embodies feminine writing to investigate a specifically feminine cinematic language.[162] Some recent criticism[163] of "feminist film" approaches has centred around a Swedish rating system called the Bechdel test[image: External link].

During the 1930s–1950s heyday of the big Hollywood studios, the status of women in the industry was abysmal[164] and, while much has improved, many would argue that there is still much to be done. From art films by Sally Potter[image: External link], Catherine Breillat[image: External link], Claire Denis[image: External link] and Jane Campion[image: External link] to action movies by Kathryn Bigelow[image: External link], women now have a stronger voice, but are only too aware of the still lingering gender gap.[165]
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Feminism had complex interactions with the major political movements of the twentieth century.
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Main article: Social Progressivism and Counterculture[image: External link]


Since the late nineteenth century some feminists have allied with socialism, whereas others have criticized socialist ideology for being insufficiently concerned about women's rights. August Bebel[image: External link], an early activist of the German Social Democratic Party[image: External link] (SPD), published his work Die Frau und der Sozialismus, juxtaposing the struggle for equal rights between sexes with social equality in general. In 1907 there was an International Conference of Socialist Women[image: External link] in Stuttgart[image: External link] where suffrage was described as a tool of class struggle. Clara Zetkin[image: External link] of the SPD called for women's suffrage to build a "socialist order, the only one that allows for a radical solution to the women's question".[166][167]

In Britain, the women's movement was allied with the Labour party[image: External link]. In the U.S., Betty Friedan[image: External link] emerged from a radical background to take leadership. Radical Women[image: External link] is the oldest socialist feminist organization in the U.S. and is still active.[168] During the Spanish Civil War[image: External link], Dolores Ibárruri[image: External link] (La Pasionaria) led the Communist Party of Spain[image: External link]. Although she supported equal rights for women, she opposed women fighting on the front and clashed with the anarcha-feminist[image: External link] Mujeres Libres[image: External link].[169]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Fascism




Further information: Fascism and ideology[image: External link] and Women in Nazi Germany[image: External link]


Fascism has been prescribed dubious stances on feminism by its practitioners and by women's groups. Amongst other demands concerning social reform presented in the Fascist manifesto[image: External link] in 1919 was expanding the suffrage to all Italian citizens of age 18 and above, including women (accomplished only in 1946, after the defeat of fascism) and eligibility for all to stand for office from age 25. This demand was particularly championed by special Fascist women's auxiliary groups such as the fasci femminilli and only partly realized in 1925, under pressure from Prime Minister Benito Mussolini[image: External link]'s more conservative coalition partners.[170][171]

Cyprian Blamires states that although feminists were among those who opposed the rise of Adolf Hitler[image: External link], feminism has a complicated relationship with the Nazi[image: External link] movement as well. While Nazis glorified traditional notions of patriarchal society and its role for women, they claimed to recognize women's equality in employment.[172] However, Hitler and Mussolini declared themselves as opposed to feminism,[172] and after the rise of Nazism[image: External link] in Germany in 1933, there was a rapid dissolution of the political rights and economic opportunities that feminists had fought for during the pre-war period and to some extent during the 1920s.[167] Georges Duby et al. note that in practice fascist society was hierarchical and emphasized male virility, with women maintaining a largely subordinate position.[167] Blamires also notes that Neofascism has since the 1960s been hostile towards feminism and advocates that women accept "their traditional roles".[172]
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 Civil rights movement and anti-racism




The civil rights movement[image: External link] has influenced and informed the feminist movement and vice versa. Many Western feminists adapted the language and theories of black equality activism and drew parallels between women's rights and the rights of non-white people.[173] Despite the connections between the women's and civil rights movements, some tension arose during the late 1960s and early 1970s as non-white women argued that feminism was predominantly white and middle class, and did not understand and was not concerned with race issues.[174] Similarly, some women argued that the civil rights movement had sexist elements and did not adequately address minority women's concerns.[173] These criticisms created new feminist social theories about the intersections of racism, classism[image: External link], and sexism[image: External link], and new feminisms, such as black feminism[image: External link] and Chicana feminism[image: External link].[175][176]
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 Neoliberalism




Neoliberalism[image: External link] has been criticized by feminist theory for having a negative effect on the female workforce population across the globe, especially in the global south. Masculinist assumptions and objectives continue to dominate economic and geopolitical thinking.[177]:177 Women's experiences in non-industrialized countries reveal often deleterious effects of modernization policies and undercut orthodox claims that development benefits everyone.[177]:175

Proponents of neoliberalism have theorized that by increasing women's participation in the workforce, there will be heightened economic progress, but feminist critics have noted that this participation alone does not further equality in gender relations.[178]:186–98 Neoliberalism has failed to address significant problems such as the devaluation of feminized labour, the structural privileging of men and masculinity, and the politicization of women's subordination in the family and the workplace.[177]:176 The "feminization of employment" refers to a conceptual characterization of deteriorated and devalorized labour conditions that are less desirable, meaningful, safe and secure.[177]:179 Employers in the global south have perceptions about feminine labour and seek workers who are perceived to be undemanding, docile and willing to accept low wages.[177]:180 Social constructs about feminized labour have played a big part in this, for instance, employers often perpetuate ideas about women as 'secondary income earners to justify their lower rates of pay and not deserving of training or promotion.[178]:189
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Main article: Feminist effects on society[image: External link]


The feminist movement has effected change in Western society, including women's suffrage; greater access to education; more nearly equitable pay with men; the right to initiate divorce proceedings; the right of women to make individual decisions regarding pregnancy (including access to contraceptives and abortion); and the right to own property.[4]
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 Civil rights




From the 1960s on, the campaign for women's rights[179] was met with mixed results[180] in the U.S. and the U.K. Other countries of the EEC[image: External link] agreed to ensure that discriminatory laws would be phased out across the European Community.

Some feminist campaigning also helped reform attitudes to child sexual abuse[image: External link]. The view that young girls cause men to have sexual intercourse with them was replaced by that of men's responsibility for their own conduct, the men being adults.[181]

In the U.S., the National Organization for Women[image: External link] ( NOW[image: External link]) began in 1966 to seek women's equality, including through the Equal Rights Amendment[image: External link] ( ERA[image: External link]),[182] which did not pass, although some states enacted their own[image: External link]. Reproductive rights[image: External link] in the U.S. centred on the court decision in Roe v. Wade[image: External link] enunciating a woman's right to choose whether to carry a pregnancy to term. Western women gained more reliable birth control[image: External link], allowing family planning and careers. The movement started in the 1910s in the U.S. under Margaret Sanger[image: External link] and elsewhere under Marie Stopes[image: External link]. In the final three decades of the 20th century, Western women knew a new freedom through birth control[image: External link], which enabled women to plan their adult lives, often making way for both career and family.[183]

The division of labour[image: External link] within households was affected by the increased entry of women into workplaces in the 20th century. Sociologist Arlie Russell Hochschild[image: External link] found that, in two-career couples, men and women, on average, spend about equal amounts of time working, but women still spend more time on housework,[184][185] although Cathy Young[image: External link] responded by arguing that women may prevent equal participation by men in housework and parenting.[186] Judith K. Brown writes, "Women are most likely to make a substantial contribution when subsistence activities have the following characteristics: the participant is not obliged to be far from home; the tasks are relatively monotonous and do not require rapt concentration; and the work is not dangerous, can be performed in spite of interruptions, and is easily resumed once interrupted."[187]

In international law, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women[image: External link] (CEDAW) is an international convention adopted by the United Nations General Assembly[image: External link] and described as an international bill of rights[image: External link] for women. It came into force in those nations ratifying it.[188]
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Main article: Feminist legal theory[image: External link]


Feminist jurisprudence is a branch of jurisprudence[image: External link] that examines the relationship between women and law. It addresses questions about the history of legal and social biases against women and about the enhancement of their legal rights.[189]

Feminist jurisprudence signifies a reaction to the philosophical approach[image: External link] of modern legal scholars[image: External link], who typically see law as a process for interpreting and perpetuating a society's universal, gender-neutral ideals. Feminist legal scholars claim that this fails to acknowledge women's values or legal interests or the harms that they may anticipate or experience.[190]
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 Language




For more details on this topic, see Gender-neutral language in English[image: External link].

Proponents of gender-neutral language argue that the use of gender-specific language often implies male superiority or reflects an unequal state of society.[191] According to The Handbook of English Linguistics, generic masculine pronouns and gender-specific job titles are instances "where English linguistic convention has historically treated men as prototypical of the human species."[192]
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 Theology




See also: Feminist theology[image: External link] and Gender of God[image: External link]


Feminist theology is a movement that reconsiders the traditions, practices, scriptures, and theologies of religions from a feminist perspective. Some of the goals of feminist theology include increasing the role of women among the clergy and religious authorities, reinterpreting male-dominated imagery and language about God, determining women's place in relation to career and motherhood, and studying images of women in the religion's sacred texts.[193]

Christian feminism[image: External link] is a branch of feminist theology which seeks to interpret and understand Christianity in light of the equality[image: External link] of women[image: External link] and men, and that this interpretation is necessary for a complete understanding of Christianity. While there is no standard set of beliefs among Christian feminists, most agree that God does not discriminate on the basis of sex, and are involved in issues such as the ordination of women[image: External link], male dominance and the balance of parenting in Christian marriage[image: External link], claims of moral deficiency and inferiority of women compared to men, and the overall treatment of women in the church.[194][195] The Christian Bible refers to women[image: External link] in positions of authority in Judges[image: External link] 4:4 and Kings[image: External link] 22:14.[196][197][non-primary source needed[image: External link]]

Islamic feminists[image: External link] advocate women's rights, gender equality[image: External link], and social justice[image: External link] grounded within an Islamic framework. Advocates seek to highlight the deeply rooted teachings of equality in the Quran[image: External link] and encourage a questioning of the patriarchal interpretation of Islamic teaching through the Quran, hadith[image: External link] (sayings of Muhammad[image: External link]), and sharia[image: External link] (law) towards the creation of a more equal and just society.[198] Although rooted in Islam, the movement's pioneers have also utilized secular[image: External link] and Western feminist discourses and recognize the role of Islamic feminism as part of an integrated global feminist movement.[199]

Buddhist feminism[image: External link] is a movement that seeks to improve the religious, legal, and social status[image: External link] of women within Buddhism[image: External link]. It is an aspect of feminist theology[image: External link] which seeks to advance and understand the equality of men and women morally, socially, spiritually, and in leadership from a Buddhist perspective. The Buddhist feminist Rita Gross[image: External link] describes Buddhist feminism as "the radical practice of the co-humanity of women and men."[200]

Jewish feminism[image: External link] is a movement that seeks to improve the religious, legal, and social status of women[image: External link] within Judaism and to open up new opportunities for religious experience and leadership for Jewish women. The main issues for early Jewish feminists in these movements were the exclusion from the all-male prayer group or minyan[image: External link], the exemption from positive time-bound mitzvot[image: External link], and women's inability to function as witnesses and to initiate divorce[image: External link].[201] Many Jewish women have become leaders of feminist movements throughout their history.[202]

Dianic Wicca[image: External link] is a feminist-centred thealogy[image: External link].[203]

Secular or atheist feminists[image: External link] have engaged in feminist criticism of religion, arguing that many religions have oppressive rules towards women and misogynistic[image: External link] themes and elements in religious texts.[204][205][206]
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Main article: Patriarchy[image: External link]


Patriarchy is a social system in which society is organized around male authority figures. In this system fathers have authority over women, children, and property. It implies the institutions of male rule and privilege, and is dependent on female subordination.[207] Most forms of feminism characterize patriarchy as an unjust social system that is oppressive to women. Carole Pateman[image: External link] argues that the patriarchal distinction "between masculinity and femininity is the political difference between freedom and subjection."[208] In feminist theory[image: External link] the concept of patriarchy often includes all the social mechanisms that reproduce and exert male dominance over women. Feminist theory typically characterizes patriarchy as a social construction, which can be overcome by revealing and critically analyzing its manifestations.[209] Some radical feminists[image: External link] have proposed that because patriarchy is too deeply rooted in society, separatism[image: External link] is the only viable solution.[210] Other feminists have criticized these views as being anti-men.[211][212][213]
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Main article: Men and feminism[image: External link]


Feminist theory has explored the social construction of masculinity and its implications for the goal of gender equality. The social construct of masculinity is seen by feminism as problematic because it associates males with aggression and competition, and reinforces patriarchal and unequal gender relations.[67][214] Patriarchal cultures are criticized for "limiting forms of masculinity" available to men and thus narrowing their life choices.[215] Some feminists are engaged with men's issues activism, such as bringing attention to male rape and spousal battery and addressing negative social expectations for men.[216][217][218]

Male participation in feminism is encouraged by feminists and is seen as an important strategy for achieving full societal commitment to gender equality.[5][219][220] Many male feminists and pro-feminists[image: External link] are active in both women's rights activism, feminist theory, and masculinity studies. However, some argue that while male engagement with feminism is necessary, it is problematic because of the ingrained social influences of patriarchy in gender relations.[221] The consensus today in feminist and masculinity theories is that both genders can and should cooperate to achieve the larger goals of feminism.[215] It has been proposed that, in large part, this can be achieved through considerations of women's agency[image: External link].[222]
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 Reactions




Different groups of people have responded to feminism, and both men and women have been among its supporters and critics. Among American university students, for both men and women, support for feminist ideas is more common than self-identification as a feminist.[223][224][225] The US media tends to portray feminism negatively and feminists "are less often associated with day-to-day work/leisure activities of regular women."[226][227] However, as recent research has demonstrated, as people are exposed to self-identified feminists and to discussions relating to various forms of feminism, their own self-identification with feminism increases.[228] Roy Baumeister[image: External link] has criticized feminists who "look only at the top of society and draw conclusions about society as a whole. Yes, there are mostly men at the top. But if you look at the bottom, really at the bottom, you'll find mostly men there, too."[229]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Pro-feminism













Main article: Pro-feminism[image: External link]


Pro-feminism is the support of feminism without implying that the supporter is a member of the feminist movement. The term is most often used in reference to men who are actively supportive of feminism. The activities of pro-feminist men's groups include anti-violence work with boys and young men in schools, offering sexual harassment workshops in workplaces, running community education campaigns, and counselling male perpetrators of violence. Pro-feminist men also may be involved in men's health, activism against pornography including anti-pornography legislation, men's studies[image: External link], and the development of gender equity curricula in schools. This work is sometimes in collaboration with feminists and women's services, such as domestic violence and rape crisis centres.[230][231]
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Main article: Anti-feminism[image: External link]


Anti-feminism is opposition to feminism in some or all of its forms.[232]

In the nineteenth century, anti-feminism was mainly focused on opposition to women's suffrage. Later, opponents of women's entry into institutions of higher learning argued that education was too great a physical burden on women. Other anti-feminists opposed women's entry into the labour force, or their right to join unions, to sit on juries, or to obtain birth control and control of their sexuality.[233]

Some people have opposed feminism on the grounds that they believe it is contrary to traditional values or religious beliefs. These anti-feminists argue, for example, that social acceptance of divorce and non-married women is wrong and harmful, and that men and women are fundamentally different and thus their different traditional roles in society should be maintained.[234][235][236] Other anti-feminists oppose women's entry into the workforce, political office, and the voting process, as well as the lessening of male authority in families.[237][238]

Writers such as Camille Paglia[image: External link], Christina Hoff Sommers[image: External link], Jean Bethke Elshtain[image: External link], Elizabeth Fox-Genovese[image: External link], Lisa Lucile Owens[239] and Daphne Patai[image: External link] oppose some forms of feminism, though they identify as feminists. They argue, for example, that feminism often promotes misandry[image: External link] and the elevation of women's interests above men's, and criticize radical feminist positions as harmful to both men and women.[240] Daphne Patai[image: External link] and Noretta Koertge[image: External link] argue that the term "anti-feminist" is used to silence academic debate about feminism.[241][242] Lisa Lucile Owens argues that certain rights extended exclusively to women are patriarchal because they relieve women from exercising a crucial aspect of their moral agency.[222]
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Summer Camp






Summer camp is a supervised program for children[image: External link] or teenagers[image: External link] conducted during the summer[image: External link] months[image: External link] in some countries. Children and adolescents who attend summer camp are known as campers. This is not to be confused with summer school[image: External link], which is usually a required academic curriculum for a student to make up work not accomplished during the academic year, whereas summer camps can include academic work, but is not a requirement for graduation.

The traditional view of a summer camp as a woody place with hiking[image: External link], canoeing[image: External link], and campfires[image: External link] is changing, with greater acceptance of newer types summer camps that offer a wide variety of specialized activities. For example, there are camps for the performing arts[image: External link], music[image: External link], magic[image: External link], computer programming[image: External link], language learning, mathematics, children with special needs[image: External link], and weight loss[image: External link]. In 2006, the American Camp Association reported that 75 percent of camps added new programs. This is largely to counter a trend in decreasing enrollment in summer camps, which some argue to have been brought about by smaller family sizes and the growth in supplemental educational programs. There are also religiously affiliated summer camps, such as those run by Christian[image: External link] groups and various denominations of Judaism[image: External link].

The primary purpose of many camps is educational, athletic, or cultural development. A summer camp environment may allow children to learn new skills in a safe and nurturing environment.



TOP
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 Organization




In most camps, the young adult or teenage supervisors are called counselors or "cabin leaders". In many camps, counselors are assigned to small groups of campers, called "bunks", "huts", "cabins", or "units", who participate in activities as a group, such as campfires, hiking, canoeing, swimming, nature lore, arts and crafts. Counselors often share living accommodations with their group.

In the United States counselors for residential camps are typically drawn from older teens and college-aged adults (early 20s) because of the temporary, seasonal and low-paying aspects of the work. Overall camp supervision is typically done by older camp directors, who lead a team that includes cooks, sports instructors, a nurse, maintenance personnel and counselors. The director and the maintenance personnel have a longer-term affiliation with the summer camp. Professional camp staff organize preparation of facilities and supplies for the camp season and supervise the maintenance of the camp during the off-season. Camp directors conduct the hiring of seasonal counselors, instructors, and support staff, often during job fairs held on college campuses.

At some camps, all campers stay overnight in cabins and eat all their meals in a cafeteria. At some camps, also known as day camps[image: External link], the campers go home each night. Some other camps allow both day and overnight campers. In the USA, residential camps that have overnight facilities are sometimes called "sleepaway camps". Summer camp is often the first time that children spend an extended period of time away from home.

The practice of running residential holidays for children away from their own home seems to have originated in Appenzell in the Alps in 1876, when Pastor Bion set up holiday camps in which children made tree-houses, sang songs, did drama, made kites and had adventure games. Post-war France used Pastor Bion’s model to take children who had grown up during the war years, away from cities, and their scheme ‘colonies de vacances’ became state controlled, part of their state education system for all children.The American camps developed from a very different cultural root.
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 Around the world
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 Australia




Summer camps are largely non-existent in Australia, because the Australian summer break (known as the Christmas holidays) only lasts between six and eight weeks, and occurs over Christmas and the New Year, shorter than in North America. Most children participate in School-camps, Girl Guide/scout camps, or school holiday camps with some religious groups (Such as the Salvation Army and Seventh-Day Adventists) holding week-long Summer Camps. Girl Guides and Scouts offer 'jamborees' which are camps over 1 to 2 weeks. Multiple-week camps are next to unheard of.

Many of Australia's youth music organisations hold annual rehearsal camps in summer including the Australian Youth Orchestra's National Music Camp and Gondwana Choirs Gondwana National Choral School. Other than the Seventh-Day Adventist Summer Camps, most holiday camps are referred to as "Adventure Camps", because they largely do not occur over summer. Many groups hold holiday day-camps for Primary aged children, and often run week-long adventure camps during the Spring, Autumn and Winter breaks.

Australian Defence Force Cadets often and almost exclusively run their extended camps and courses over school holiday periods, the vast majority of which provide all food and lodging for Cadets over the course of the camp. However, these camps often last only one or two weeks and thus do not fill up the majority of the summer holiday break. This allows the Cadets (who are aged 12–18 years and therefore the majority attend school) to attend the camps whilst still completing normal schooling.
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 Canada




In Canada[image: External link], summer camps are very popular. About 70% of Canadian camps tend to be affiliated with organizations, while the rest are private. There are also many summer camps for ESL students. Summer camp fairs are held throughout Canada, usually during the winter months. Parents and children can meet camp directors and collect information about summer camps. Admission to these fairs is typically free, and the camps on display vary in their cost from completely subsidized fees to quite expensive.
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 Chile




The Chilean Inglés Abre Puertas[image: External link] (English Opens Doors) program from the Ministry of Education[image: External link] runs each January and July English-language Summer and Winter camps, respectively. The camps take place during the students' vacations, and "are designed to give talented Chilean public high school students the chance to practice English in a more hands on way through interactive activities including role-playing exercises, field trips, group projects, and competitive games."
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 China




Most of the summer camps are sponsored by the educational bureau. However, nowadays, there are more privately held camp programs. The traditional camps are only open to the selected students within individual school district. In the recent years, programs have started that are open to kids from different background and different regions. There are also programs tailored for international students who are interested in learning Chinese language and culture.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Croatia




Euroclub summer camp in island Solta in Croatia is the largest international summer Camp on the Adriatic, and the only camp dedicated entirely to youth and children. This private owned facility is situated on the island of Šolta in the heart of Dalmatia for 20 years. The club specializes in children and youth tourism and education, with members and staff from over 35 countries from all over the world. Camp California in Croatia is another international summer camp on the Adriatic. It is located in the small coastal village of Pakoštane, just 30 minutes from Zadar and 2 hours from Split. It has been in operation since 2003 It is an English language based camp and boasts staff members from all over the world.
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 Cyprus




In Cyprus[image: External link] summer camps are widely used for children. They usually are situated in the Troodos Mountains area and more specific around Platres[image: External link]. The church, government and organised groups provide funds for many children so that they can join a summer camps for free.
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 Finland




Many Finnish non-governmental organizations[image: External link] arrange summer camps for children in a wide variety of age brackets. Major organizers of summer camps are the scouts, sport teams and the orthodox and evangelic-Lutheran churches. The concept of summer camps arose with the rapid post-WWII urbanization[image: External link] and industrialization[image: External link] Finland experienced. The reason behind this was that Finnish pedagogues of that period, influenced by the values of the largely agrarian pre-WWII society, were convinced that an urban lifestyle was harmful for the development of children. The idea behind summer camps was to ensure that children had experiences of the countryside, experiences that would aid in development into a decent citizen.

One Finnish tradition also arose soon after WWII, was confirmation camps. Confirmations camps, religious camps for 13–16 years old youths organized by the local churches, aimed to combine the traditional concept of confirmation school and the newer concept of summer camps in order to battle secularization of the society. The concept was successful enough to such an extent that today, 90% of all youths participate in confirmation camps. The camps require their participants to learn certain religious texts, such as the catechism, and the Lord's prayer[image: External link]. There are a number of non-religious alternatives[image: External link] for confirmation camps, such as the Prometheus Camp[image: External link], which aim to generate a positive intellectual and social atmosphere for the participants of the camp without religious tuition.
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 France




In France[image: External link] they are called colonie de vacances or more recently centre de vacances. According to the French administration,[1] more than 25% of French children attend this kind of "collective holiday" each year.
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 Greece




In Greece[image: External link] summer camps are widely known for offering organised vacations for children. They offer sports activities, entertainment activities and educational activities. Children 5 – 15 years old can join summer camps and have the opportunity to interact with peers. The Greek government provide funds for many children so that they can join a summer camp, free.
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 India




Summer camps in India are primarily located in the Himalayas in Northern India in the state of Uttarakhand in places like Uroli near Ranikhet, near the Tons river in Purola, near the Ganges in Rishikesh, in Uttarkashi where many peaks like Darba top are located, and in the Shimla region in Himachal Pradesh. In South India summer camps are popular in Coorg in the state of Karnataka and in Yercaud and Anaikkati in the state of Tamil Nadu. Activities in summer camps in India include rock climbing, back packing, mountain biking, white water rafting, trekking, ropes, and wilderness craft. Many pre-schools in India such as Season Camps,G MaX, AppleKids conduct extensive Summer Camps for Kids of age 2 to 12 years. Adventure activities for kids are also popular at the summer camps for age groups of 7 to 18 years. Summer camps focusing on wildlife conservation are getting popular over the years. Many of these summer camps are also held in and around metros like Bangalore, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkatta and Pune.
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 Ireland




Summer camps in Ireland were traditionally in the form of Irish colleges in areas that are officially recognised as speaking Irish as the local language, (called Gaeltachts). They are residential Irish language summer courses that give students the opportunity to be totally immersed in the Irish language, usually for periods of three weeks over the summer months. During these courses students attend classes and participate in a variety of different activities games, music, art and sport. These courses not only provide students with the ability to improve their language skills but also have proved to be a vehicle for introducing traditional cultural activities (céilís, Irish traditional music, etc.) to a new generation.

Whilst Irish colleges are still popular, a greater variety of summer camps are now on offer catering for a range of interests. Sports camps covering Gaelic games as well as rugby and soccer have proven very popular. Arts and crafts, cookery, acting, dance and outdoor pursuits are some of the other niche camps available. There is also a growing popularity for technical or computer camps. They cover areas such as web design, video production, desktop publishing etc., reflecting a more modern and diverse Ireland.
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 Israel




The majority of summer camps in Israel are day camps. There are some overnight camps where campers stay for two weeks. The affiliation of the overnight summer camps is Jewish so they celebrate Shabbat[image: External link] and other Jewish holidays. The summer camps are international and are meant for Jewish kids and teens from Israel[image: External link] and countries around the world.
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 Italy




In Italy Summer Camps take place during the students' vacations (usually between June and August). The MB International Summer Camp is the first camp in Italy where kids and young adults are able to study the English or the Italian languages in an international context, having fun and learning deeply about other cultures. Because of the mix of nationalities, both in class and during the afternoon activities, students find it easier to learn a new language. MB International Summer Camp is located in Lignano Sabbiadoro, a beautiful city at the sea 70 km north of Venice. Equally the South of Italy has recently become a popular destination for Summer Camps particularly in the vicinity of the beautiful seaside town of Tropea offering breathtaking views and providing the type of idyllic, unforgettable experience Italy is famous for.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 South Korea




Summer camps in South Korea are English Immersion camps where the emphasis is on learning through structured lessons, and especially tailored activities to ensure students use the language as much as possible. South Korea is quite unique with its over emphasis on acquiring English speaking skills, and teachers for these 2 to 4 week camps come from all over the English speaking world. Some of the teachers are on vacation from their regular work in South Korea. Others come from their home countries or other countries where they might be working, and are on special visas just for the camps.

Some employ as many Korean staff as there are native English teachers to ensure the cultural and communication gaps are narrowed. A good camp should provide equipment and well researched texts for the different levels of students. To maximize the learning time spent there should be no more than 11 students per class. At some of the camps students sleep at dormitory accommodations, which are monitored all through the night by Korean staff. Other camps are day camps where the majority of students are bused to and from the camp. Teachers spend most of their time with their students. They eat together, play sports together, and supervise them when there are special group activities. Similar camps are also offered in the winter vacation. They are certainly no less popular than the summer camps
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 Malaysia




Summer camps in Malaysia[image: External link] are not so popular as in other countries. Children & teenagers have fun together by themselves. But now, summer camps are slowly getting attention. The biggest summer camps available are usually for children below 7 years old.
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 Russia




In the USSR[image: External link], the first summer camps were created shortly after its establishment and were called Young Pioneer camps[image: External link] during the Soviet Union's existence. Their number grew throughout the history of the Soviet Union and they numbered more than forty thousand in 1973, with 9,300,000 children attending them during their vacation every year. After the breakup of the USSR, the number of Young Pioneer camps greatly declined. However, many of the major camps still exist. There are 2,726 Residential camps (with 2,000,000 children), and more 40,000 Day camps (3,500,0000 children) in Russia (2006). Most of them were united by All-Russian Camp Association "Deti Plus" (Children Plus) in 1994.[citation needed[image: External link]] There is also a forum leaders Summer children's health camps - planerochka[2]
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 Sweden




The church of Sweden[image: External link] provides confirmation camps, usually combined with outdoor life. And the summer camps Are often single sport camps
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 Tunisia




Every year during the summer school holiday, the Youth and Science Association organises Scientific camps in many regions in Tunisia where children and teenagers can learn new skills, develop their potential and have fun .[3]
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 Turkey
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 United Kingdom




Summer camps are not a main part of childhood in the United Kingdom, in the way they are in North America. The UK summer school holiday is shorter - typically 6 weeks for state school pupils. Children are more likely to go on a long (at least 2 weeks) whole family holiday during this period rather than a Camp just for children (UK parents get longer holiday leave from their jobs than US parents facilitating long family summer holidays). The industry body is called the British Activity Holiday Association.[4] Camps in the UK are also generally less specialised than those within the United States and most offer a fairly broad multi-activity programme of adventure activities alongside some fun social elements. This is partly because summer camps in the UK grew as an offshoot of the activity holiday industry and were therefore influenced by their adventure-only outdoor programme. The UK has for the past few decades had a number of organisations that have established themselves more along the traditional model with a very wide range of holiday options as well as themed camps and major event days. Some religious groups, such as the Christadelphians[image: External link], also run well publicised and attended camps throughout the country. A number of youth organisations, such as the Scout Association[image: External link], Army Cadet Force[image: External link] and Air Training Corps[image: External link] do often run more specialised summer camps for their membership, though these are not usually open to non-members.

The Council of Colony Holidays for Schoolchildren ran summer camps called "Colonies" from the mid-1960s to the mid-1980s. Colonies were not based on outdoor pursuits or the "action-adventure" model, but were multi-activity holidays designed to appeal to a very wide range of children. This organisation was based on the French model, and was unique in the UK in that the young volunteers who worked directly with the children (known as "Monitors") were prepared for their work in training courses designed and run by the organisation. After Colony Holidays folded in the 1980s, Chris Green[image: External link], one of their former staff, set up ATE Superweeks[image: External link] to provide similar holidays. He also campaigns for summer camps to become more widely supported.[5]

Camps in the UK with more specific activities include ACT 2 CAM[image: External link], a screen acting and film making course, and Sunshine Studios[image: External link] Hip Hop Summer School. Any summer or holiday camps in the UK that look after children under 8 must be registered with Ofsted[image: External link], who will inspect the provider and make sure the camp is safe and that the children are being looked after properly. Camps with older children can also be registered with Ofsted and this is a sign of quality control.
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 United States




The American Camp Association[image: External link] (ACA) reports that there are about 7,000 overnight camps and about 5,000 day camps in the U.S., for a total of more than 12,000 camps.[7] These camps are attended each year by more than 11 million children and adults.[7] Of the 12,000 camps, about 9,500 are operated by nonprofit groups, and 2,500 by for-profit operators, employing more than 1,500,000 adults.[7] Sports camps, like abound, offering single and group instruction in numerous sports and activities, often as prep for collegiate sports and scholarships. In the United States[image: External link], youth organizations[image: External link], such as the Boy Scouts[image: External link], Girl Scouts[image: External link], 4-H[image: External link], the JCC[image: External link], the YMCA[image: External link], Camp Fire[image: External link], and several religiously affiliated groups are known for having many camps and integrating them with their own local organizations. Since 2008, the United States has been home to the world's first children's sleep away camp for transgender children[image: External link]. It is called Camp Aranu'tiq and serves campers 8 - 18.[8] It won the Eleanor P. Eells Award from the American Camp Association[image: External link] in 2012.
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 Educational camps




In the United States there are numerous models of camp with an educational focus that cater to students with differing ages and academic interest.
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 College credit courses




Some camps offer students the opportunity to explore a pre-college experience. Typically, students entering grades 10 through 12 stay in the college dormitories and attend summer classes run by college faculty. At the successful completion of a summer program, course credits are awarded, which in turn are accepted by most tertiary institutions. Typically, colleges in the United States and Canada offer these programs, as it serves as an introduction to students to entice them to attend the college as full-time students based upon a memorable summer experience.
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 Non-college credit courses




Some camps, such as CTY[image: External link] and Duke TIP, are focused primarily on education or on educational-related activities, such as debate[image: External link], history[image: External link], or journalism[image: External link]. These camps are often run by colleges or universities, and are usually for children in junior or senior high school. Instruction in debate and speech is also available for middle school students and incoming high school students all over the country. Educational summer camps are different from summer schools[image: External link] as the summer camps often are not offered for school credit, and often have a significant focus on non-academic activities. Students for these programs are often invited or recruited.[citation needed[image: External link]] Many of these camps, such as Canada/USA Mathcamp[image: External link] and SSP[image: External link], focus on a specific subject, such as mathematics or astronomy. These camps tend to have selective application processes involving problem solving[image: External link] or an essay[image: External link] about the applicant's interest in the subject.[9]
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 Academic adventure camps




These provide high school students with the opportunity to study an academic topics on a summer adventure travel program, typically in the wilderness or a foreign country. Many include community service as a component of the course. Others also offer college credit with the successful completion of the program.
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 SAT Preparation courses




Various camp programs offer preparation for the SAT Reasoning Test[image: External link] as part of a mixture of academic learning with summer fun. Often the SAT preparation is offered as a full morning immersion while the afternoons and evenings are geared towards homework and recreational activities. These camp programs often outsource their SAT component from test preparation companies like The Princeton Review[image: External link] or Kaplan[image: External link] who provide the teachers and resources.
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 Enrichment courses




These programs offer a wide range of classes that may have little or no scholastic overlap, but are taught with the purpose of broadening the student's conception and interest in many otherwise unknown areas of study. Students typically explore subjects like photography, community service, drama, magic, scuba diving, video production, comic book design, crime scene forensics, cooking, yoga, and similar areas.
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 Science and nature




Summer camps provide an amazing opportunity for children to learn hands on. Camps provide opportunities that are unlike school, often opening the natural world to children that may never be outside. They can use the natural surroundings and get children back to nature. More and more child psychologists says that kids need to be spending time unstructured and outside.
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 Canada




Some well known summer camps focusing on science and nature in Canada include Deep River Science Academy[image: External link], Shad Valley[image: External link], numerous university sponsored and hosted day camps including the University of Toronto[image: External link]'s Science Outreach, Space Camp Canada[image: External link] and the now defunct Algonquin Space Campus hosted at the Algonquin Radio Observatory[image: External link]. Safari Science is another camp which is located in Oakville Ontario and provides campers an adventure in learning about their world.
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 Tech camps




Tech camps[image: External link] focus on technology education. These summer camps develop 21st century skills in areas such as game design, 3D game creation, web design, graphic design, robot building, and programming languages. These summer camps are typically held on college campuses. Many universities now offer technology-focused camps in the summer as a way of reaching future students, generating revenue and providing community service outreach.
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 Language and foreign culture camps




To meet a growing demand for language education, language camps have developed around the United States. Many of these summer programs are hosted by high schools. Colleges and universities have also created camps using their facilities to host younger students. Foreign countries have established summer schools in the United States to offer education regarding their culture and language. The growing popularity of summer language camps may be related to a growing interest in languages not typically offered in United States high school curricula. Arabic, Mandarin Chinese, and Korean are examples of languages in-demand that do not often appear in a curriculum.
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 Art and performing art camps




Other camps have become summer training grounds for a variety of arts. Many offer elective classes in a range of creative and performing arts activities including visual arts, music, theater, speech, debate, dance, circus arts, rock and roll, magic and other specialties. Some of these programs have a narrow focus in one particular area, while others offer a wide range of programs. Due to the popularity of these activities, many traditional camps have added some elements of the visual and performing arts into their programs as well. Some camps offer very high level instruction and performance opportunities; this is such that campers with previous experience and skill may be able to perform a solo in front of a symphony orchestra or create an artistic piece on their own. Most art and performing art summer camps also cater to beginners, offering children the opportunity to try a new art or learn a new skill.

Oftentimes camps will have various totems or traditions that pass from one group of campers to the next, with each group adding something that denotes their time at the camp, often like a time capsule. Painted totems, wood carving, and show programs often accumulate as a sacred object that passes from one group to the next. Cheer camps have popularized the concept of a spirit stick.[10] Performing art camps often run 3 or 4 week sessions that culminate in some sort of performance that parents and families attend.
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 Travel camps




Many camps also bring children of all ages around the world. Some camps are often called "Adventure Camps", often having a very specific theme. Many of these programs emphasize skill development and personal growth through the adventures offered.
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 Sports camps




Summer camps can be found that offer intensive instruction in almost any sport imaginable, or that offer quality instruction and competition in a wide range of sports. Camps are split into groups of day camps and overnight camps. In the United States overnight sports camps fall into two groups. The more traditional of these offer boys and girls the chance to learn and play many sports. Sessions are typically 3 to 8 weeks long, and some camps have multiple sessions. While many strong athletes attend these camps, a traditional sports camp program also serves the needs of less proficient athletes by having all campers compete on teams picked by ability, so all kids get a chance to contribute to their team's success in their daily competitions. Some of these camps have been operating for more than 100 years. These camps generally focus, through the medium of team sports, on the development of the whole child; not just how they are as an athlete, but also how they are as a person, a bunkmate, a teammate, and a friend. Many of these camps include a variety of non-sports programs as well for a more diverse experience.

Many sports camps are of the second type, which focuses almost exclusively on one particular sport. These camps generally focus on helping each camper acquire skills in a sport that help them gain confidence and improve their chances of making the team when they return to school. Indeed, some campers are helped to be nationally competitive by way of this kind of intensive summer training. These camps generally run week-long sessions, and some campers may attend more than one session even though the curriculum repeats each week. Some single-sport camps offer longer sessions. Many of the instructors at these camps are coaches of local teams, and thus many athletes get valuable extra time with the coach they play for during the school year (or the coach they hope to play for during the upcoming school year). Such camps are also a good way to learn about potential college scholarships in their sport.

Both multi-sport and single-sport camps tend to be run by experienced teachers and coaches (who typically have summers off from their school responsibilities). Cabin staff, instructors, and counselors are typically college athletes. The best sports camps succeed at challenging aspiring athletes both mentally and physically, while also promoting their social and leadership skills. This is possible in part because many of the counselors attended as campers, and thus there is a vibrant "camp culture" that welcomes new campers into an extended camp family and establishes the high standards that incoming campers are encouraged to achieve. The best sports camps do much more than just improve a camper's soccer, tennis, lacrosse, or wrestling skills; they help each child become a more skillful athlete, a more gracious competitor, a more committed team player, and a more confident person.
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 Weight loss camps




Main article: Fat camp[image: External link]


Weight loss or "fat" camps are for overweight children, teens, and adults to learn about losing weight and keep it off while having a summer camp experience.
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 Emotional education camp




These kind of camps, are a new way to increase the emotional intelligence of the children. There are some examples of these camps, around the world, for example Rumbendëll emotional camp[image: External link], based on Seville (Spain)
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 See also





	Camping (recreational activity)[image: External link]

	List of summer camps[image: External link]

	Outdoor education[image: External link]

	Prayer camps[image: External link]

	Summer school[image: External link]
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	The American Camp Association[image: External link] is an organization of camping professionals that provides accreditation standards for camps, and serves as a resource for camping research and professional development.

	The Canadian Camping Association[image: External link] is an association of camps across Canada. Accreditation of camps in Canada happens at the provincial level.

	The Christian Camp and Conference Association[image: External link] connects Christian camping professionals and associations around the world.

	The International Camping Fellowship[image: External link] connects camping professionals and associations around the world.





Categories[image: External link]:

	Scouting events[image: External link]

	Summer camps[image: External link]

	Summer traditions[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 26 May 2017, at 10:33.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Summer Camp: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summer_camp [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Summer_camp [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Geography

	3 Demographics

	4 Economy

	5 Culture

	6 Parks and outdoor attractions

	7 Government and politics

	8 Education

	9 Media

	10 Infrastructure

	11 Notable people

	12 Events

	13 Sister cities

	14 See also

	15 Notes

	16 References

	17 Further reading

	18 External links





Louisville, Kentucky






"Louisville" and "Gateway to the South" redirect here. For other uses, see Louisville (disambiguation)[image: External link] and Gateway to the South (album)[image: External link].

Louisville ( i[image: External link]/'lu:.evel /[image: External link] LOO -ə-vəl[image: External link], i[image: External link]/'lUvel /[image: External link] LUUV -əl[image: External link] or i[image: External link]/'lu:.ivIl /[image: External link] LOO -ee-vil[image: External link]) is the largest city[image: External link] in the Commonwealth of Kentucky[image: External link] and the 30th-most populous city[image: External link] in the United States.[d][5] It is one of two cities in Kentucky designated as first-class[image: External link], the other being the state's second-largest city of Lexington[image: External link].[e] Louisville is the historical seat[image: External link] and, since 2003, the nominal seat of Jefferson County[image: External link].

Louisville was founded in 1778 by George Rogers Clark[image: External link] and is named after King Louis XVI of France[image: External link], making Louisville one of the oldest cities west of the Appalachian Mountains[image: External link]. Sited beside the Falls of the Ohio[image: External link], the only major obstruction to river traffic between the upper Ohio River[image: External link] and the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link], the settlement first grew as a portage[image: External link] site. It was the founding city of the Louisville and Nashville Railroad[image: External link], which grew into a 6,000-mile (9,700 km) system across 13 states. Today, the city is known as the home of the Kentucky Derby[image: External link], Kentucky Fried Chicken[image: External link], the University of Louisville[image: External link] and its Louisville Cardinals[image: External link] athletic teams, Louisville Slugger[image: External link] baseball bats, and three of Kentucky's six Fortune 500[image: External link] companies.[13] Its main airport[image: External link] is also the site of United Parcel Service[image: External link]'s worldwide air hub[image: External link].

Since 2003, Louisville's borders have been the same as those of Jefferson County because of a city-county merger[image: External link].[14] The official name of this consolidated city-county government is the Louisville/Jefferson County Metro Government,[15] abbreviated to Louisville Metro.[16] Despite the merger and renaming, the term "Jefferson County" continues to be used in some contexts in reference to Louisville Metro, particularly including the incorporated cities[image: External link] outside the " balance[image: External link]" which make up Louisville proper. The city's total consolidated population as of the 2014 census estimate was 760,026.[4] However, the balance total of 612,780[5] excludes other incorporated places and semiautonomous towns within the county and is the population listed in most sources and national rankings.

The Louisville-Jefferson County, KY-IN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] (MSA), sometimes also referred to as Kentuckiana,[17][18] includes Louisville-Jefferson County and 12 surrounding counties[image: External link], seven in Kentucky and five in Southern Indiana[image: External link]. As of 2014, the MSA had a population of 1,269,702,[8] ranking 43rd nationally[image: External link].[a]
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 History




Main articles: History of Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link] and Timeline of Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]


See also: History of Kentucky[image: External link] and National Register of Historic Places listings in Jefferson County, Kentucky[image: External link]


The history of Louisville spans hundreds of years, and has been influenced by the area's geography and location.
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 Early history and founding




The rapids at the Falls of the Ohio[image: External link] created a barrier to river travel, and as a result, settlements grew up at this stopping point. The first European settlement in the vicinity of modern-day Louisville was on Corn Island[image: External link] in 1778 by Col. George Rogers Clark, credited as the founder of Louisville. Several landmarks in the community are named after him.[19]

Two years later, in 1780, the Virginia General Assembly[image: External link] approved the town charter of Louisville. The city was named in honor of King Louis XVI of France[image: External link], whose soldiers were then aiding Americans in the Revolutionary War[image: External link]. Early residents lived in forts[image: External link] to protect themselves from Indian raids, but moved out by the late 1780s.[20] In 1803, explorers Meriwether Lewis[image: External link] and William Clark[image: External link] organized their expedition across America[image: External link] in the town of Clarksville, Indiana[image: External link] at the present-day Falls of the Ohio opposite Louisville, Kentucky.[21][22]
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 19th century




See also: Louisville, Kentucky, in the American Civil War[image: External link]


The city's early growth was influenced by the fact that river boats had to be unloaded and moved downriver before reaching the falls. By 1828, the population had swelled to 7,000 and Louisville became an incorporated city. The city grew rapidly in its formative years.[23]

Louisville was a major shipping port and slaves worked in a variety of associated trades. The city was often a point of escape for slaves to the north, as Indiana was a free state.

During the Civil War[image: External link], Louisville was a major stronghold of Union forces[image: External link], which kept Kentucky firmly in the Union. It was the center of planning, supplies, recruiting, and transportation for numerous campaigns, especially in the Western Theater[image: External link]. By the end of the war, Louisville had not been attacked, although skirmishes and battles, including the battles of Perryville[image: External link] and Corydon[image: External link], took place nearby. After Reconstruction, returning Confederate[image: External link] veterans largely took political control of the city, leading to the jibe that Louisville joined the Confederacy[image: External link] after the war was over.

The first Kentucky Derby[image: External link] was held on May 17, 1875, at the Louisville Jockey Club track (later renamed Churchill Downs[image: External link]). The Derby was originally shepherded by Meriwether Lewis Clark, Jr.[image: External link], the grandson of William Clark of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, and grandnephew of the city's founder George Rogers Clark. Horse racing had a strong tradition in Kentucky, whose Inner Bluegrass Region[image: External link] had been a center of breeding high-quality livestock throughout the 19th century. Ten thousand spectators watched the first Derby, which Aristides[image: External link] won.[24]

On March 27, 1890, the city was devastated and its downtown nearly destroyed when an F4[image: External link] tornado[image: External link] tore through as part of the middle Mississippi Valley tornado outbreak[image: External link]. An estimated 74 to 120 people were killed.
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 20th and 21st centuries




Throughout January 1937, 19.17 inches (48.7 cm) of rain fell in Louisville, and by January 27, the Ohio River crested at a record 57.15 feet (17.42 m), almost 30 feet (9.1 m) above flood stage. These events triggered the "Great Flood of 1937"[image: External link], which lasted into early February. The flood[image: External link] submerged 60–70% of the city, caused complete loss of power for four days, and forced the evacuation of 175,000 or 230,000 residents, depending on sources. Ninety people died as a result of the flood.[25][26] It led to dramatic changes in where residents lived. Today, the city is protected by numerous flood walls[image: External link]. After the flood, the areas of high elevation in the eastern part of the city had decades of residential growth.

Louisville was a center for factory war production during World War II. In May 1942, the U.S. government assigned the Curtiss-Wright[image: External link] Aircraft Company, a war plant located at Louisville's air field, for wartime aircraft production. The factory produced the C-46 Commando[image: External link] cargo plane, among other aircraft. In 1946, the factory was sold to International Harvester[image: External link], which began large-scale production of tractors and agricultural equipment. In 1950, the Census Bureau reported Louisville's population as 84.3% white and 15.6% black.[27]

Similar to many other older American cities, Louisville began to experience a movement of people and businesses to the suburbs in the 1960s and 1970s. Middle class residents used newly built freeways and interstate highways to commute to work, moving into more distant but newer housing. Because of tax laws, businesses found it cheaper to build new rather than renovate older buildings. Economic changes included a decline in local manufacturing. The West End and older areas of the South End, in particular, began to decline economically as many local factories closed.

In 1974, a major (F4) tornado hit Louisville as part of the 1974 Super Outbreak[image: External link] of tornadoes that struck 13 states. It covered 21 miles (34 km) and destroyed several hundred homes in the Louisville area. Only two people died.[28]

Since the 1980s, many of the city's urban neighborhoods have been revitalized[image: External link] into areas popular with young professionals and college students. The greatest change has occurred along the Bardstown Road/Baxter Avenue[image: External link] and Frankfort Avenue[image: External link] corridors as well as the Old Louisville[image: External link] neighborhood. In recent years, such change has also occurred in the East Market District[image: External link] (NuLu).

Since the late 1990s, Downtown[image: External link] has experienced significant residential, tourist and retail growth, including the addition of major sports complexes KFC Yum! Center[image: External link] and Louisville Slugger Field[image: External link], conversion of waterfront industrial sites into Waterfront Park[image: External link], openings of varied museums (see Museums, galleries and interpretive centers below), and the refurbishing of the former Galleria into the bustling entertainment complex Fourth Street Live![image: External link], which opened in 2004.
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]


Louisville and Jefferson County have a combined area of 397.68 square miles (1,030.0 km2), of which 380.46 square miles (985.4 km2) is land and 17.23 square miles (44.6 km2) (4.33%) is covered by water.[7]

Louisville is southeasterly situated along the border between Kentucky and Indiana[image: External link], the Ohio River[image: External link], in north-central Kentucky at the Falls of the Ohio[image: External link]. Although situated in a Southern state[image: External link], Louisville is influenced by both Southern[image: External link] and Midwestern culture[image: External link]. It is sometimes referred to as either one of the northernmost Southern cities or as one of the southernmost Northern cities in the United States.[29][30]

Louisville is located in Kentucky's outer Bluegrass region[image: External link].[31] Its development has been influenced by its location on the Ohio River, which spurred Louisville's growth from an isolated camp site into a major shipping port. Much of the city is located on a very wide and flat floodplain[image: External link] surrounded by hill country on all sides. Much of the area was swampland that had to be drained as the city grew. In the 1840s, most creeks were rerouted or placed in canals to prevent flooding and disease outbreaks.

Areas generally east of I-65[image: External link] are above the flood plain, and are composed of gently rolling hills. The southernmost parts of Jefferson County are in the scenic and largely undeveloped Knobs region[image: External link], which is home to Jefferson Memorial Forest[image: External link].

The Louisville-Jefferson County, KY-IN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] (MSA), the 43rd largest[image: External link] in the United States,[a][8] includes the Kentucky county of Jefferson ( coterminous[image: External link] with Louisville Metro), plus twelve outlying counties—seven in Kentucky and five in Southern Indiana[image: External link]. Louisville's MSA is included in the Louisville–Elizabethtown–Madison, KY–IN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link] (CSA), which also includes the Elizabethtown, KY[image: External link] MSA, as well as the Madison, IN[image: External link] Micropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link].

The Louisville area is near several other urban areas, especially Frankfort, Kentucky[image: External link] (the state's capital), Cincinnati, Ohio[image: External link] (the two cities' metropolitan statistical areas almost border each other), Lexington, Kentucky[image: External link], and the Indianapolis, Indiana[image: External link] area (especially Columbus, Indiana[image: External link], to the north of Southern Indiana).
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 Cityscape




Main article: Cityscape of Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]


See also: Downtown Louisville[image: External link]; Neighborhoods in Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]; List of parks in the Louisville metropolitan area[image: External link]; and List of tallest buildings in Louisville[image: External link]


The downtown business district[image: External link] of Louisville is located immediately south of the Ohio River and southeast of the Falls of the Ohio. Major roads extend outwards from the downtown area in all directions, like the spokes of a wheel. The airport[image: External link] is about 6.75 miles (10.86 km) south of the downtown area. The industrial[image: External link] sections of town are to the south and west of the airport, while most of the residential areas[image: External link] of the city are to the southwest, south, and east of downtown. In 2010, the 22,000-seat KFC Yum! Center[image: External link] was completed.[32][33] Twelve of the 15 buildings in Kentucky over 300 feet (91 m) are located in downtown Louisville.

Another primary business and industrial district[image: External link] is located in the suburban area east of the city on Hurstbourne Parkway.[34]

Louisville's late 19th- and early 20th-century development was spurred by three large suburban parks built at the edges of the city in 1890.

The city's architecture[image: External link] contains a blend of old and new. The Old Louisville[image: External link] neighborhood is the largest historic preservation[image: External link] district solely featuring Victorian[image: External link] homes and buildings in the United States;[35][36] it is also the third-largest such district overall. Many modern skyscrapers are located downtown, as well as older preserved structures, such as the Southern National Bank[image: External link] building. The buildings of West Main Street in downtown Louisville have the largest collection of cast iron[image: External link] facades of anywhere outside of New York's SoHo[image: External link] district.[37]

Since the mid-20th century, Louisville has in some ways been divided into three sides of town: the West End, the South End, and the East End. In 2003, Bill Dakan, a University of Louisville[image: External link] geography professor, said that the West End, west of 7th Street and north of Algonquin Parkway, is "a euphemism[image: External link] for the African American part of town" although he points out that this belief is not entirely true, and most African Americans no longer live in areas where more than 80% of residents are black. Nevertheless, he says the perception is still strong.[38] The South End has long had a reputation as a white, working-class[image: External link] part of town, while the East End has been seen as middle and upper class[image: External link].[39]

According to the Greater Louisville Association of Realtors, the area with the lowest median home sales price is west of Interstate 65, in the West and South Ends, the middle range of home sales prices are between Interstates 64 and 65 in the South and East Ends, and the highest median home sales price are north of Interstate 64 in the East End.[40] Immigrants[image: External link] from Southeast Asia[image: External link] tend to settle in the South End, while immigrants from Eastern Europe[image: External link] settle in the East End.[41]
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 Panoramic views
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 Climate




Louisville has a humid subtropical climate[image: External link] ( Köppen[image: External link] Cfa) with four distinct seasons and is located in USDA hardiness zones[image: External link] 6b and 7a.[11] Spring-like conditions typically begin in mid-to-late March, summer from mid-to-late-May to late September, with fall in the October–November period. Seasonal extremes in both temperature and precipitation are not uncommon during early spring and late fall; severe weather[image: External link] is not uncommon, with occasional tornado[image: External link] outbreaks in the region. Winter typically brings a mix of rain, sleet, and snow, with occasional heavy snowfall and icing. Louisville averages 4.5 days with low temperatures dipping to 10 °F (−12 °C);[42] the first and last freezes of the season on average fall on November 2 and April 5, respectively.[43] Summer is typically hazy, hot, and humid with long periods of 90–100 °F (32–38 °C) temperatures and drought conditions at times. Louisville averages 38 days a year with high temperatures at or above 90 °F (32 °C). The mean annual temperature is 58.2 °F (14.6 °C), with an average annual snowfall of 12.7 inches (32 cm) and an average annual rainfall of 44.9 inches (1,140 mm).

The wettest seasons are spring and summer, although rainfall is fairly constant year round. During the winter, particularly in January and February, several days of snow can be expected. January is the coldest month, with a mean temperature of 34.9 °F (1.6 °C). July is the average hottest month with a mean of 79.3 °F (26.3 °C).[44] The highest recorded temperature was 107 °F (42 °C), which last occurred on July 14, 1936, and the lowest recorded temperature[image: External link] was −22 °F (−30 °C) on January 19, 1994.[45] In 2012, Louisville had the fourth-hottest summer on record, with the temperature rising up to 106 °F (41 °C) in July and the June all-time monthly record high temperature being broken on two consecutive days.[43] As the city exemplifies the urban heat island[image: External link] effect, temperatures in commercial areas and in the industrialized areas along interstates are often higher than in the suburbs, often as much as 5 °F (2.8 °C).






	Climate data for Louisville International Airport[image: External link], Kentucky (1981–2010 normals,[f] extremes 1872–present[g])



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	77

(25)
	78

(26)
	88

(31)
	91

(33)
	98

(37)
	105

(41)
	107

(42)
	105

(41)
	104

(40)
	93

(34)
	85

(29)
	76

(24)
	107

(42)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	64.7

(18.2)
	69.4

(20.8)
	78.5

(25.8)
	84.2

(29)
	87.8

(31)
	92.9

(33.8)
	95.5

(35.3)
	95.7

(35.4)
	91.8

(33.2)
	84.3

(29.1)
	75.3

(24.1)
	65.3

(18.5)
	97.0

(36.1)



	Average high °F (°C)
	43.0

(6.1)
	47.8

(8.8)
	57.9

(14.4)
	68.8

(20.4)
	77.1

(25.1)
	85.3

(29.6)
	88.7

(31.5)
	88.3

(31.3)
	81.5

(27.5)
	70.1

(21.2)
	57.9

(14.4)
	45.8

(7.7)
	67.8

(19.9)



	Average low °F (°C)
	26.8

(−2.9)
	29.9

(−1.2)
	37.8

(3.2)
	47.3

(8.5)
	57.0

(13.9)
	66.0

(18.9)
	69.9

(21.1)
	68.5

(20.3)
	60.5

(15.8)
	48.9

(9.4)
	39.5

(4.2)
	30.0

(−1.1)
	48.6

(9.2)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	4.9

(−15.1)
	10.2

(−12.1)
	20.1

(−6.6)
	30.4

(−0.9)
	41.0

(5)
	52.1

(11.2)
	58.7

(14.8)
	57.2

(14)
	44.7

(7.1)
	32.8

(0.4)
	23.0

(−5)
	9.2

(−12.7)
	0.2

(−17.7)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−22

(−30)
	−19

(−28)
	−1

(−18)
	21

(−6)
	31

(−1)
	42

(6)
	49

(9)
	45

(7)
	33

(1)
	23

(−5)
	−1

(−18)
	−15

(−26)
	−22

(−30)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	3.24

(82.3)
	3.18

(80.8)
	4.17

(105.9)
	4.01

(101.9)
	5.27

(133.9)
	3.79

(96.3)
	4.23

(107.4)
	3.33

(84.6)
	3.05

(77.5)
	3.22

(81.8)
	3.59

(91.2)
	3.83

(97.3)
	44.91

(1,140.7)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	3.7

(9.4)
	4.5

(11.4)
	1.4

(3.6)
	0.1

(0.3)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0.1

(0.3)
	0.1

(0.3)
	2.6

(6.6)
	12.5

(31.8)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	10.4
	10.1
	11.9
	11.7
	12.6
	10.3
	10.0
	8.0
	8.0
	7.7
	10.1
	12.0
	122.8



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.1 in)
	3.6
	3.6
	1.2
	0.1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0.1
	0.3
	2.9
	11.8



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	68.6
	68.1
	64.0
	61.5
	67.2
	68.9
	70.9
	71.7
	72.9
	69.9
	69.4
	70.2
	68.6



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	140.5
	148.9
	188.6
	221.1
	263.4
	288.9
	293.6
	272.6
	234.3
	208.5
	135.7
	118.3
	2,514.4



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	46
	49
	51
	56
	60
	65
	65
	65
	63
	60
	45
	40
	56



	Source: NOAA (sun 1961–1990)[42][43][46]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1790[image: External link]
	200
	
	—



	1800[image: External link]
	359
	
	79.5%



	1810[image: External link]
	1,357
	
	278.0%



	1820[image: External link]
	4,012
	
	195.7%



	1830[image: External link]
	10,341
	
	157.8%



	1840[image: External link]
	21,210
	
	105.1%



	1850[image: External link]
	43,194
	
	103.6%



	1860[image: External link]
	68,033
	
	57.5%



	1870[image: External link]
	100,753
	
	48.1%



	1880[image: External link]
	123,758
	
	22.8%



	1890[image: External link]
	161,129
	
	30.2%



	1900[image: External link]
	204,731
	
	27.1%



	1910[image: External link]
	223,928
	
	9.4%



	1920[image: External link]
	234,891
	
	4.9%



	1930[image: External link]
	307,745
	
	31.0%



	1940[image: External link]
	319,077
	
	3.7%



	1950[image: External link]
	369,129
	
	15.7%



	1960[image: External link]
	390,639
	
	5.8%



	1970[image: External link]
	361,706
	
	−7.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	298,694
	
	−17.4%



	1990[image: External link]
	269,063
	
	−9.9%



	2000[image: External link]
	256,231
	
	−4.8%



	2010[image: External link]
	597,337
	
	133.1%



	Est. 2016
	616,261
	[47]
	3.2%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[48]






Unless otherwise noted, all demographics refer to the consolidated Louisville Metro, including the separately incorporated cities[image: External link] within it.

As of the 2010 census[image: External link], Louisville Metro held a population of 741,096,[4] while the " balance[image: External link]" area of Louisville proper[49] included 597,337.[5] Due to the city-county merger in 2003, the city's population had greatly expanded from the premerger area of Louisville, which held only 245,315 people in 2007.

Louisville is the largest city in Kentucky, with 17.1% of the state's total population as of 2010; the balance's percentage was 13.8%.[50] In 2010, over one-third of the population growth in Kentucky was in Louisville's CSA counties.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The 2007 demographic breakdown for the entire Louisville Metro area was 74.8% White (71.7% non-Hispanic), 22.2% Black, 0.6% American Indian, 2.0% Asian, 0.1% Hawaiian or Pacific islander, 1.4% other, and 1.6% multiracial. About 2.9% of the total population was identified as Hispanic of any race. During the same year, the area of premerger Louisville consisted 60.1% White, 35.2% African American, 1.9% Asian, 0.2% American Indian, and 3.0% other, with 2.4% identified as Hispanic of any race.

Of the 287,012 households, 29.6% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 45.2% were married couples[image: External link] living together, 14.7% had a female householder with no husband present, and 36.2% were not families. About 30.5% of all households were made up of individuals, and 10.3% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.37 and the average family size was 2.97.

The age distribution is 24.3% under the age of 18, 8.9% from 18 to 24, 30.4% from 25 to 44, 22.8% from 45 to 64, and 13.5% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 37 years. For every 100 females, there were 91.60 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 87.60 males.

The median income[image: External link] for a household is $39,457 and for a family was $49,161. Males had a median income of $36,484 versus $26,255 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the county was $22,352. About 9.5% of families and 12.4% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 18.1% of those under age 18 and 8.8% of those ages 65 or over.
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 Religion




Main article: Religion in Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]


See also: Religion in Kentucky[image: External link]


Louisville hosts religious institutions of various faiths, including Christianity[image: External link], Judaism[image: External link], Islam[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], and Sikhism[image: External link].

The 135,421 Roman Catholic[image: External link] Louisvillians are part of the Archdiocese of Louisville[image: External link], covering 24 counties in central Kentucky, and consisting of 121 parishes and missions spread over 8,124 square miles (21,040 km2).[51] The Cathedral of the Assumption[image: External link] in downtown Louisville is the seat of the Archdiocese of Louisville. Our Lady of Gethsemani Abbey[image: External link], the monastic home of Catholic writer Thomas Merton[image: External link], is in nearby Bardstown, Kentucky[image: External link], and also in the archdiocese. Most of Louisville's Roman Catholic population is of German descent, the result of large-scale 19th-century immigration.

Bellarmine University[image: External link] and Spalding University[image: External link] in Louisville are affiliated with the Roman Catholic Church.

One in three Louisvillians is Southern Baptist[image: External link], belonging to one of 147 local congregations.[52] This denomination increased in number when large numbers of people moved into Louisville in the early 20th century from rural Kentucky and Tennessee[image: External link] to work in the city's factories; some of these migrants also formed Holiness[image: External link] and Pentecostal churches[image: External link] and Churches of Christ[image: External link].

German immigrants[image: External link] in the 19th century brought not only a large Catholic population, but also the Lutheran[image: External link] and Evangelical[image: External link] faiths, which are represented today in Louisville by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America[image: External link], the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod[image: External link], and the United Church of Christ[image: External link], respectively.

The city is home to two megachurches[image: External link]. Southeast Christian Church[image: External link], with its main campus in Middletown[image: External link] and three others in the surrounding region, is, as of 2013, the seventh-largest church in the United States.[53] St. Stephen Church[54] is the 38th largest in the US,[53] and has the largest African American congregation in Kentucky.[55]

The city is home to several religious institutions: the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary[image: External link], Louisville Bible College[image: External link], Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary[image: External link], and the denominational headquarters of the Presbyterian Church (USA)[image: External link].

The Jewish[image: External link] population of around 8,500 in the city is served by five synagogues[image: External link]. Most Jewish families emigrated from Eastern Europe[image: External link] at the start of the 20th century; around 800 Soviet Jews[image: External link] have moved to Louisville since 1991.[56] Jewish immigrants founded Jewish Hospital in what was once the center of the city's Jewish district. From 2005 to 2012, Jewish Hospital merged with two Kentucky-based Catholic healthcare systems[image: External link] to form KentuckyOne Health[image: External link], which later in 2012 announced a partnership with the University of Louisville[image: External link] Hospital. A significant focal point for Louisville's Jewish community is located near Bowman Field[image: External link], where there are two Orthodox synagogues (including Anshei Sfard[image: External link], founded in 1893), the Jewish Community Center, Jewish Family and Career Services, and an affordable housing complex.

Since 1996, every May, the Festival of Faiths,[57] a five-day national interfaith[image: External link] gathering, is held featuring music, poetry, film, art and dialogue with internationally renowned spiritual leaders, thinkers and practitioners. The festival is organized by the Center for Interfaith Relations[58] and is held at Actors Theatre of Louisville[image: External link].[59][60]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]


See also: Greater Louisville Inc.[image: External link]; Keep Louisville Weird[image: External link]; and List of major employers in Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]


Louisville today is home to dozens of companies and organizations[image: External link] across several industrial classifications[image: External link]. However, the underpinning of the city's economy since its earliest days has been the shipping and cargo industries. Its strategic location at the Falls of the Ohio, and its unique position in the central United States (within one day's road travel to 60% of the cities in the continental U.S.) make it a practical location for the transfer of cargo along its route to other destinations.[61] The Louisville and Portland Canal[image: External link] and the Louisville and Nashville Railroad[image: External link] were important links in water and rail transportation.

Louisville's importance to the shipping industry[image: External link] continues today with the presence of the Worldport[image: External link] global air-freight hub for UPS[image: External link] at Louisville International Airport[image: External link]. Louisville's location at the crossroads of three major interstate highways[image: External link] ( I-64[image: External link], I-65[image: External link], and I-71[image: External link]) also contributes to its modern-day strategic importance to the shipping and cargo industry. In addition, the Port of Louisville[62] continues Louisville's river shipping presence at Jefferson Riverport International[image: External link]. As of 2003, Louisville ranks as the seventh-largest inland port[image: External link] in the United States.[63]

Louisville has emerged as a major center for the health care[image: External link] and medical sciences[image: External link] industries. It has been central to advancements in heart[image: External link] and hand surgery[image: External link], as well as cancer treatment[image: External link]. Some of the earliest artificial heart[image: External link] and hand[image: External link] transplants were conducted in Louisville. Its thriving downtown medical research campus includes a new $88 million rehabilitation center[image: External link] and a health sciences[image: External link] research and commercialization park, that in partnership with the University of Louisville[image: External link], has lured nearly 70 top scientists and researchers.[citation needed[image: External link]] Louisville is also home to Humana[image: External link], one of the nation's largest health insurance[image: External link] companies.

Louisville is a significant center of manufacturing, with two major Ford[image: External link] plants, and the headquarters and major home appliance[image: External link] factory of GE Appliances[image: External link] (a subsidiary of Haier[image: External link]). The city is also a major center of the American whiskey[image: External link] industry, with about one-third of all bourbon[image: External link] coming from Louisville.[64][65][66][67] Brown-Forman[image: External link], one of the major makers of American whiskey, is headquartered in Louisville and operates a distillery in the Louisville suburb of Shively[image: External link]. The current primary distillery site operated by Heaven Hill[image: External link], called the Bernheim[image: External link] distillery, is also located in Louisville near Brown-Forman's distillery. Other distilleries and related businesses can also be found in neighboring cities in Kentucky, such as Bardstown[image: External link], Clermont[image: External link], Lawrenceburg[image: External link], and Loretto[image: External link]. Similar to the Kentucky Bourbon Trail[image: External link] that links these central Kentucky locations, Louisville offers tourists its own "Urban Bourbon Trail",[68] where people can stop at nearly 20 "area bars and restaurants, all offering at least 50 labels of America's only native spirit."[66]

Not typically known for high tech[image: External link] outside of the previously identified industries, the city in the 2010s has been at or near the forefront of some high-tech-related developments. In April 2017, Google Fiber[image: External link] confirmed that Louisville will be wired for its ultrafast network.[69] Meanwhile, since October 2016, AT&T[image: External link] Fiber has been building out its similar service in the city as well as neighboring counties in Indiana.[70] Beyond networking, the city, through its public–private partnership[image: External link] called Code Louisville[image: External link], recognized by President Barack Obama[image: External link], is aiding area residents in the learning of software coding skills.[71][72][73]

Louisville for a long time was also home to the Belknap Hardware and Manufacturing Company[image: External link], at its peak one of the largest manufacturers and wholesale distributors of hardware in the United States, as well as Brown & Williamson[image: External link], the third-largest company in the tobacco industry[image: External link] before merging with R. J. Reynolds[image: External link] in 2004 to form the Reynolds American[image: External link] Company. Brown & Williamson, one of the subjects of the tobacco industry scandals[image: External link] of the 1990s, was the focus of The Insider[image: External link], a 1999 film[image: External link] shot around the Louisville area.

Louisville prides itself in its large assortment of small, independent businesses and restaurants, some of which have become known for their ingenuity and creativity. In 1926, the Brown Hotel[image: External link] became the home of the Hot Brown[image: External link] "sandwich". A few blocks away, the Seelbach Hotel[image: External link], which F. Scott Fitzgerald[image: External link] references in The Great Gatsby[image: External link], is also famous for a secret back room where Al Capone[image: External link] would regularly meet with associates during the Prohibition[image: External link] era. The drink the Old Fashioned[image: External link] was invented in Louisville's Pendennis Club[image: External link].

Several major motion pictures have also been filmed in or near Louisville, including The Insider, Goldfinger[image: External link], Stripes[image: External link], Lawn Dogs[image: External link], Elizabethtown[image: External link], Demolition Man[image: External link], and Secretariat[image: External link].
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 Culture
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 Annual festivals and other events




See also: List of attractions and events in the Louisville metropolitan area[image: External link]


Louisville is home to many annual cultural events. Perhaps most well-known is the Kentucky Derby[image: External link], held annually during the first Saturday of May. The Derby is preceded by a two-week-long Kentucky Derby Festival[image: External link], which starts with the annual Thunder Over Louisville[image: External link], the largest annual fireworks display[image: External link] in North America.[74] The Kentucky Derby Festival also features notable events such as the Pegasus Parade, The Great Steamboat Race[image: External link], Great Balloon Race[image: External link], a combined marathon[image: External link]/mini marathon[image: External link] and about seventy events in total. Esquire magazine[image: External link] has called the Kentucky Derby "the biggest party in the south."

Usually beginning in late February or early March is the Humana Festival of New American Plays[image: External link] at Actors Theatre of Louisville[image: External link], an internationally acclaimed new-play festival that lasts approximately six weeks.

On Memorial Day[image: External link] weekend, Louisville hosts the largest annual Beatles[image: External link] Festival in the world, Abbey Road on the River[image: External link]. The festival lasts five days and is located on the Belvedere[image: External link] in downtown Louisville.

The summer season in Louisville also features a series of cultural events such as the Kentucky Shakespeare Festival[image: External link] (commonly called "Shakespeare in Central Park"[image: External link]), held in July of every year and features free Shakespeare[image: External link] plays in Central Park[image: External link] in Old Louisville[image: External link].

Also in July, the Forecastle Festival[image: External link] draws 35,000 visitors annually to Louisville Waterfront Park[image: External link] in celebration of the best in music, art and environmental activism. Past performers include The Black Keys[image: External link], The Flaming Lips[image: External link], Widespread Panic[image: External link], The Smashing Pumpkins[image: External link], The Avett Brothers[image: External link], The Black Crowes[image: External link] and hundreds more.

The Kentucky State Fair[image: External link] is held every August at the Kentucky Exposition Center[image: External link] in Louisville as well, featuring an array of culture from all areas of Kentucky. In places, the African American community celebrates Juneteenth[image: External link] commemorating June 19, 1865, when slaves in the western territories learned of their freedom.[75][76][77]

In September, in nearby Bardstown[image: External link], is the annual Kentucky Bourbon Festival[image: External link], which celebrates the history and art of distilling bourbon whiskey[image: External link]. The suburb of Jeffersontown[image: External link] is also the home of the annual Gaslight Festival[image: External link], a series of events spread over a week. Attendance is approximately 200,000 for the week.

The month of October features the St. James Court Art Show[image: External link] in Old Louisville[image: External link]. Thousands of artists gather on the streets and in the courtyard to exhibit and sell their wares, and the event is attended by many art collectors and enthusiasts. The show is the second most-attended event next to the Derby.

Another art-related event that occurs every month is the First Friday Hop[image: External link].[78] A free TARC[image: External link] bus takes art lovers to many downtown area (especially East Market District[image: External link]/NuLu) independent art galleries on the first Friday of every month.
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 Indie scene




Louisville has blossomed as a booming center for independent art, music and business.

A Louisville locale that highlights this scene is Bardstown Road[image: External link], an area located in the heart of the Highlands[image: External link]. Bardstown Road is known for its cultural diversity and local trade. The majority of the businesses along Bardstown Road, such as coffee shops, clothing stores and art galleries, are locally owned and operated businesses. Though it is only about one mile (1.6 km) long, this strip of Bardstown Road constitutes much of the city's culture and diverse lifestyle, contributing to the unofficial "Keep Louisville Weird[image: External link]" slogan.

In downtown Louisville, 21c Museum Hotel[image: External link], a hotel that showcases contemporary art installations and exhibitions throughout its public spaces, and features a red penguin on its roof, is, according to The New York Times, "an innovative concept with strong execution and prompt and enthusiastic service."

Louisville is home to a thriving indie music scene[image: External link] with bands such as Love Jones[image: External link], Tantric[image: External link], Squirrel Bait[image: External link], CABIN[image: External link], Slint[image: External link], My Morning Jacket[image: External link], Houndmouth[image: External link], Young Widows[image: External link] and Wax Fang[image: External link]. Acclaimed singer-songwriters Will Oldham[image: External link], who performs under the moniker "Bonnie 'Prince' Billy", is a resident, as was country/rock singer-songwriter Tim Krekel[image: External link]. Cellist Ben Sollee[image: External link] splits his time between Louisville and Lexington. Long running rock/jazz fusion band NRBQ[image: External link] also formed in Louisville in the late 1960s as well as 1980s psychobilly[image: External link] band Bodeco[image: External link]. Post-grunge[image: External link] band Days of the New[image: External link], at one time including future breakout pop star Nicole Scherzinger[image: External link], formed in Louisville in the mid-1990s.

The Louisville music scene reaches a crescendo every July during the Forecastle Festival[image: External link], a three-day music, art and environmental activism festival taking place at Louisville Waterfront Park[image: External link].

Especially catering to Louisville's music scene is 91.9 WFPK[image: External link] Radio Louisville, a local public radio[image: External link] station funded, in part, from local listeners. The station features not only national and international musicians common to public radio, but also local and regional talent. The station also hosts summer concerts on the waterfront from April until July, where up-and-coming alternative artists are brought to stage.
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 Museums, galleries and interpretive centers




See also: List of museums in the Louisville metropolitan area[image: External link] and List of attractions and events in the Louisville metropolitan area[image: External link]


The West Main District[image: External link] in downtown Louisville[image: External link] features what is locally known as "Museum Row". In this area is the Frazier History Museum[image: External link], which opened its doors in 2004 as an armaments museum, featuring the only collection of Royal Armouries[image: External link] artifacts outside of the United Kingdom. Since then the Frazier has expanded its focus to broader history. The Frazier Museum has three floors of exhibits, an education center and a tournament ring, which presents daily performances, as well as event spaces available for rent, including a rooftop garden featuring native plants and 4th floor loft-style space that accommodates up to 360 people seated.

Also nearby is the Kentucky Science Center[image: External link], which is Kentucky's largest hands-on science center and features interactive exhibits, IMAX[image: External link] films, educational programs and technology networks. The Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft[image: External link], opened in 1981, is a nonprofit organization with a mission to support and promote excellence in art, craft, applied arts and design. The Muhammad Ali Center[image: External link] opened November 2005 in "Museum Row" and features Louisville native Muhammad Ali[image: External link]'s boxing[image: External link] memorabilia.

The National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution[image: External link] (SAR) is a patriotic, historical, and educational non-profit organization and a leading male lineage society that perpetuates the ideals of the American war for independence and the founding of the United States. The SAR opened its National Genealogical Research Library in 2010 along Louisville's Museum Row next door to its national headquarters, with an on-site American Revolutionary War Education Center expected to be completed soon.

The Speed Art Museum[image: External link] opened in 1927 and is the oldest and largest art museum[image: External link] in the state of Kentucky. Located adjacent to the University of Louisville[image: External link], the museum features over 12,000 pieces of art in its permanent collection and hosts traveling exhibitions. Multiple art galleries are located in the city, but they are especially concentrated in the East Market District[image: External link] (NuLu), immediately to the east of downtown. This row of galleries, plus others in the West Main District, are prominently featured in the monthly First Friday Hop.

Several local history[image: External link] museums can be found in the Louisville area. The most prominent among them is The Filson Historical Society[image: External link], founded in 1884, which has holdings exceeding 1.5 million manuscript items and over 50,000 volumes in the library. The Filson's extensive collections focus on Kentucky, the Upper South[image: External link] and the Ohio River Valley[image: External link], and contain a large collection of portraiture and over 10,000 museum artifacts. Other local history museums include the Portland Museum[image: External link], Historic Locust Grove[image: External link], Conrad-Caldwell House Museum[image: External link], the Falls of the Ohio State Park[image: External link] interpretive center[image: External link] (Clarksville, Indiana[image: External link]), Howard Steamboat Museum[image: External link] (Jeffersonville, Indiana[image: External link]) and the Carnegie Center for Art and History[image: External link] (New Albany, Indiana[image: External link]). The Falls interpretive center, part of the Falls of the Ohio National Wildlife Conservation Area[image: External link], also functions as a natural history[image: External link] museum, covering findings in the nearby exposed Devonian[image: External link] fossil[image: External link] bed.

There are also several historical properties and items of interest in the area, including the Belle of Louisville[image: External link], the oldest Mississippi[image: External link]-style steamboat[image: External link] in operation in the United States. The United States Marine Hospital of Louisville[image: External link] is considered by the National Park Service[image: External link] to be the best remaining antebellum[image: External link] hospital in the United States.[79] It was designed by Robert Mills[image: External link], who is best known as the designer of the Washington Monument[image: External link]. Fort Knox[image: External link], spread out among Bullitt[image: External link], Hardin[image: External link] and Meade[image: External link] Counties (two of which are in the Louisville metropolitan area[image: External link]), is home to the U.S. Bullion Depository[image: External link] and the General George Patton Museum[image: External link]. The previously mentioned Locust Grove, former home of Louisville Founder George Rogers Clark[image: External link], portrays life in the early days of the city. Other notable properties include the Farmington Historic Plantation[image: External link] (home of the famous Speed family), Riverside, The Farnsley-Moremen Landing[image: External link] and the restored Union Station[image: External link], which opened in 1891. The Louisville area is also home to the Waverly Hills Sanatorium[image: External link], a turn-of-the-century[image: External link] (20th) hospital[image: External link] that was originally built to accommodate tuberculosis[image: External link] patients, and subsequently has been reported and sensationalized to be haunted. The Little Loomhouse[image: External link] maintains historical records of local spinning and weaving patterns and techniques, and also offers tours, hands-on activities, and professional-level classes and materials.
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 Performing arts




Main article: Performing arts in Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]


See also: Theater in Kentucky[image: External link] and List of attractions and events in the Louisville metropolitan area[image: External link]


The Kentucky Center[image: External link], dedicated in 1983, located in the downtown hotel and entertainment district, features a variety of plays and concerts. This is also the home of the Louisville Ballet[image: External link], Louisville Orchestra[image: External link], Bourbon Baroque[image: External link], StageOne Family Theatre, Kentucky Shakespeare Festival[image: External link], which operates the oldest professional outdoor Shakespeare festival, and the Kentucky Opera[image: External link], which is the twelfth oldest opera[image: External link] in the United States.

The Louisville Orchestra was founded in 1937 by conductor Robert Whitney[image: External link] and Charles Farnsley[image: External link], then Mayor of Louisville, and was a world leader in commissioning and recording contemporary works for orchestra from the 1950s to 1980s. The Louisville Orchestra today performs more than 125 concerts per year with a core of salaried musicians and is recognized as a cornerstone of the Louisville arts community.

Actors Theatre of Louisville[image: External link], is in the city's urban cultural district and hosts the Humana Festival of New American Plays[image: External link] each spring. It presents approximately six hundred performances of about thirty productions during its year-round season, composed of a diverse array of contemporary and classical fare.

Louisville is home to a fast-growing independent theatre scene. Theatre 502, Savage Rose Classical Theatre, The Bard's Town Theatre Company, The Liminal Playhouse, Looking For Lilith, Bunbury Theatre Company, Louisville Repertory Theatre, Louisville Improvisors, Pandora Productions, Eve Theatre Company, Squallis Puppeteers[image: External link] and Baby Horse Theatre all curate full seasons of contemporary, classical and experimental work.

The Louisville Palace[image: External link], the official venue for the Louisville Orchestra, is an ornate theatre in downtown Louisville[image: External link]'s so-called theatre district. In addition to orchestra performances, the theatre shows films[image: External link] and hosts concerts.

Iroquois Park[image: External link] is the home of the renovated Iroquois Amphitheater, which hosts a variety of musical concerts in a partially covered outdoor setting.
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 Sports




Main article: Sports in Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]


College sports[image: External link] are popular in the Louisville area. The Louisville Cardinals[image: External link] have competed as members of the Atlantic Coast Conference[image: External link] (ACC), since joining that league in July 2014.

College basketball[image: External link] is particularly popular. The Louisville Cardinals[image: External link]'s Freedom Hall[image: External link] averaged sellouts for 10 straight years and the downtown KFC Yum! Center[image: External link] following suit with regular sellouts. The Cardinals ranked third nationally in attendance in 2012–13[image: External link],[80] the most recent of the program's three national championship seasons. The Cardinals also hold the Big East conference women's basketball paid attendance record with nearly 17,000 attending the game against the Kentucky Wildcats[image: External link] in 2008. The Louisville market has ranked first in ratings for the NCAA men's basketball tournament every year since 1999.[81] The Kentucky Wildcats[image: External link] used to play an annual game in Freedom Hall.

The Louisville Cardinals football[image: External link] team has played in the Big East Conference[image: External link]. The team has produced successful NFL players such as Johnny Unitas[image: External link], Deion Branch[image: External link], Sam Madison[image: External link], David Akers[image: External link], and Ray Buchanan[image: External link]. The Cardinals won the 1991 Fiesta Bowl[image: External link], the 2007 Orange Bowl[image: External link], and the 2013 Sugar Bowl[image: External link]. The University of Louisville baseball team advanced to the College World Series[image: External link] in Omaha in 2007[image: External link], 2013[image: External link], and 2014[image: External link], as one of the final eight teams to compete for the national championship.

Horse racing is also a major attraction. Churchill Downs[image: External link] is home to the Kentucky Derby[image: External link], the largest sporting event[image: External link] in the state, as well as the Kentucky Oaks[image: External link] which together cap the two-week-long Kentucky Derby Festival[image: External link]. Churchill Downs has also hosted the renowned Breeders' Cup[image: External link] on eight occasions, most recently in 2011.

Louisville is also the home of Valhalla Golf Club[image: External link] which hosted the 1996[image: External link], 2000[image: External link] and 2014[image: External link] PGA Championships[image: External link], the 2004 Senior PGA Championship[image: External link] and the 2008 Ryder Cup[image: External link]. It is also home to David Armstrong Extreme Park[image: External link] (formerly Louisville Extreme Park), which skateboarder Tony Hawk[image: External link] has called one of his top five skate parks.[82]

Louisville has seven professional and semi-professional[image: External link] sports teams, but no major league teams. It is the fourth largest U.S. city without one, with only Austin, Texas[image: External link], Fort Worth, Texas[image: External link] and El Paso, Texas[image: External link] larger. The Louisville Bats[image: External link] are a baseball[image: External link] team playing in the International League[image: External link] as the Class AAA affiliate of the nearby Cincinnati Reds[image: External link]. The team plays at Louisville Slugger Field[image: External link] at the edge of the city's downtown. In 2014 Louisville City FC[image: External link], a professional soccer team in the league then known as USL Pro and now as the United Soccer League[image: External link], was announced. The team made its debut in 2015, playing home games at Louisville Slugger Field. In its first season, Louisville City was the official reserve side for Orlando City SC[image: External link] while making its debut in Major League Soccer[image: External link] at the same time. That arrangement ended in 2016, when Orlando City established a directly controlled reserve side in the USL.

Louisville had two professional American football teams in the National Football League[image: External link]: the Louisville Breckenridges[image: External link] (or Brecks for short) from 1921 to 1924 and the Louisville Colonels[image: External link] in 1926.[83]

Between 1967 and 1976, Louisville was home to the Kentucky Colonels[image: External link] of the American Basketball Association[image: External link]. The Colonels was one of the ABA's most successful teams during its existence, winning four division titles and the 1975 ABA Championship, but was not invited to join the NBA[image: External link] when the two leagues merged[image: External link] in 1976, and subsequently folded.

Louisville has the added distinction of being the only city in the world that is the birthplace of four heavyweight boxing champions: Marvin Hart[image: External link], Muhammad Ali[image: External link], Jimmy Ellis[image: External link] and Greg Page[image: External link].[84]
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 Current professional teams




See also: Historical professional sports teams in Louisville[image: External link]




	Club
	Sport
	Began Play
	League
	Venue



	Louisville Bats[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	2002
	International League[image: External link]
	Louisville Slugger Field[image: External link]



	Derby City Rovers[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	2011
	Premier Development League[image: External link]
	Centurion Soccer Fields[image: External link]



	Derby City Dynamite[image: External link]
	Women's football[image: External link]
	2013
	Women's Football Alliance[image: External link]
	John Hardin High School[image: External link] ( Radcliff[image: External link])[85]



	Louisville City FC[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	2015
	United Soccer League[image: External link]
	Louisville Slugger Field[image: External link]
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 Parks and outdoor attractions




See also: List of parks in the Louisville metropolitan area[image: External link] and List of attractions and events in the Louisville metropolitan area[image: External link]


Louisville Metro has 122 city parks[image: External link] covering more than 13,000 acres (53 km2). Several of these parks were designed by Frederick Law Olmsted[image: External link], who also designed New York City's Central Park[image: External link] as well as parks, parkways, college campuses and public facilities in many U.S. locations. The Louisville Waterfront Park[image: External link] is prominently located on the banks of the Ohio River[image: External link] near downtown and features large open areas, which often hold free concerts[image: External link] and other festivals[image: External link]. The Big Four Bridge[image: External link], a former railroad bridge spanning 547 feet (167 m) but is now a pedestrian bridge connecting Waterfront Park with Jeffersonville, Indiana[image: External link]'s waterfront park, fully opened in May 2014 with the completion of Jeffersonville's ramp.[86][87] Cherokee Park[image: External link], one of the most visited parks in the nation,[88] features a 2.6-mile (4.2 km) mixed-use loop and many well-known landscaping and architectural features including the Hogan's Fountain Pavilion[image: External link]. Other notable parks in the system include Iroquois Park[image: External link], Shawnee Park[image: External link], Seneca Park[image: External link] and Central Park[image: External link].

Further from the downtown area is the Jefferson Memorial Forest[image: External link], which at 6,218 acres (25.16 km2) is the largest municipal urban forest[image: External link] in the United States.,[89] The forest is designated as a National Audubon Society[image: External link] wildlife refuge[image: External link] and offers over 30 miles (48 km) of various hiking trails.

Otter Creek Outdoor Recreation Area[image: External link], owned and operated by the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources[image: External link], is another large park in nearby Brandenburg, Kentucky[image: External link]. The park's namesake, Otter Creek, winds along the eastern side of the park. A scenic bend in the Ohio River[image: External link], which divides Kentucky from Indiana[image: External link], can be seen from northern overlooks within the park. The park is a popular mountain biking[image: External link] destination, with trails maintained by a local mountain bike[image: External link] organization.

Other outdoor points of interest in the Louisville area include Cave Hill Cemetery[image: External link] (the burial location of Col. Harland Sanders[image: External link]), Zachary Taylor National Cemetery[image: External link] (the burial location of President[image: External link] Zachary Taylor[image: External link]), the Louisville Zoo[image: External link] and the Falls of the Ohio National Wildlife Conservation Area[image: External link].

In development is the City of Parks[image: External link], a project to create a 110-mile (180 km) continuous paved pedestrian and biking trail called the Louisville Loop[image: External link] around Louisville Metro while also adding a large amount of park land. Current plans call for making approximately 4,000 acres (16 km2) of the Floyds Fork[image: External link] flood plain in eastern Jefferson County[image: External link] into a new park system called The Parklands of Floyds Fork[image: External link], expanding area in the Jefferson Memorial Forest, and adding riverfront land and wharfs along the Riverwalk and Levee Trail, both completed segments of the Louisville Loop.
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 Government and politics




Main article: Government of Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]


See also: List of mayors of Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]; Louisville Metro Council[image: External link]; and Government of Kentucky[image: External link]


On January 6, 2003, Louisville merged[image: External link] its government with that of Jefferson County, forming coterminous[image: External link] borders.[14] Louisville was the second and only other city in the state to merge with its county since Lexington[image: External link] merged with Fayette County[image: External link] in 1974.

Louisville Metro is governed by an executive called the Metro Mayor[image: External link] and a city legislature[image: External link] called the Metro Council[image: External link]. The second and current Metro Mayor is Greg Fischer[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]), who entered office on January 3, 2011.

The Metro Council consists of 26 seats representing districts apportioned by population throughout the city and county. The residents of the semi-independent municipalities within Louisville Metro are apportioned to districts along with all other county residents. Half (13) of the seats come up for reelection every two years. The council is chaired by a Council President[image: External link], currently David Yates (D), who is elected by the council members annually. Democrats currently have a 17 to 9 seat majority on the council.

Before merger, under the Kentucky Constitution[image: External link] and statutory law Louisville was designated as a first-class[image: External link] city in regard to local laws affecting public safety, alcohol beverage control, revenue options, and various other matters; as of 2014, it is the only such designated city in the state.[90]

The Official Seal of the City of Louisville, no longer used following the merger, reflected its history and heritage in the fleur-de-lis[image: External link] representing French aid given during the Revolutionary War[image: External link] and the thirteen stars signifying the original colonies. The new Seal of Louisville Metro[image: External link] retains the fleur-de-lis, but has only two stars, one representing the city and the other the county.

Kentucky's 3rd congressional district[image: External link] encompasses most of Louisville Metro, and is represented by Rep.[image: External link] John Yarmuth[image: External link] (D). Far eastern portions of the county are part of the 4th congressional district[image: External link], which is represented by Thomas Massie[image: External link] ( R[image: External link]).[91][92]
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 Public safety and crime




See also: Louisville Metro Police Department[image: External link], Louisville Metro EMS[image: External link], Louisville Division of Fire[image: External link], and Jefferson County Fire Service[image: External link]


In a 2005 survey, Morgan Quitno Press[image: External link] ranked Louisville as the seventh safest large city in the United States.[93] The 2006 edition of the survey ranked Louisville eighth.[94]

In 2004, Louisville recorded 70 murders. The numbers for 2005 ranged from 55 to 59 (FBI says 55, LMPD says 59), which was down 16 percent from 2004.[95] In 2006, Louisville-Jefferson County recorded 50 murders, which was significantly lower than previous years. In 2008, Louisville recorded 79 murders.[96]

The Louisville Metro Area's overall violent crime[image: External link] rate was 412.6 per 100,000 residents in 2005.[97] The Elizabethtown, Kentucky Metro Area, which is part of Louisville's Combined Statistical Area, was the 17th safest Metro in the U.S.[98] Kentucky has the 5th lowest violent crime rate out of the 50 states.[99]

Violent crime is most concentrated west of downtown, especially in the Russell[image: External link] neighborhood. The West End, located north of Algonquin Parkway and West of 9th Street, had 32 of the city's 79 murders in 2007.[100]

The primary law enforcement agencies are the Louisville Metro Police Department[image: External link] (LMPD) and the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office (JCSO). 911 emergency medical services[image: External link] are provided by the government as Louisville Metro EMS[image: External link] (LMEMS) which responds to about 100,000 calls for service annually. Louisville Metro Department of Corrections operates two facilities housing approximately 2,000 inmates.

Louisville has recently been featured on the television show First 48[image: External link]. The show follows LMPD's homicide unit while they try to solve murders.

Fire protection, which is not solely a Metro government function, is provided by 20 independent fire departments (most of which are autonomous taxing districts) working in concert through mutual aid[image: External link] agreements. The only fire department[image: External link] operated by metro government is Louisville Fire & Rescue[image: External link] (formerly Louisville Division of Fire[image: External link] before city-county merger in 2003). The independent city of Shively[image: External link] in western Jefferson County[image: External link] possesses a city-run department. The other 18 fire departments in Louisville-Jefferson County are taxing districts known collectively as the Jefferson County Fire Service[image: External link].
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 Education




See also: List of schools in Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link] and Louisville Free Public Library[image: External link]


Louisville is home to several institutions of higher learning. There are six four-year universities, the University of Louisville[image: External link], Bellarmine University[image: External link], Boyce College[image: External link], Spalding University[image: External link], Sullivan University[image: External link] and Simmons College of Kentucky[image: External link]; Louisville Bible College[image: External link]; a two-year community college, Jefferson Community and Technical College[image: External link]; and several other business or technical schools such as Spencerian College[image: External link], Strayer University[image: External link] and Sullivan College of Technology and Design[image: External link]. Indiana University Southeast[image: External link] is located across the Ohio River[image: External link] in New Albany, Indiana[image: External link].

The University of Louisville has had notable achievements including several hand transplants[101] and the world's first self-contained artificial heart[image: External link] transplant.[102]

Two major graduate-professional schools of religion are also located in Louisville. The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary[image: External link], with more than 5,300 students, is the flagship institution of the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link]. It was founded in Greenville, South Carolina, in 1859 and moved to Louisville in 1877, occupying its present campus on Lexington Road in 1926. Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary[image: External link], product of a 1901 merger of two predecessor schools founded at Danville, Kentucky[image: External link] in 1853 and in Louisville in 1893, occupied its present campus on Alta Vista Road in 1963.

According to the U.S. Census[image: External link], of Louisville's population over 25, 21.3% (the national average is 24%) hold a bachelor's degree[image: External link] or higher and 76.1% (80% nationally) have a high school diploma[image: External link] or equivalent.

The public school system, Jefferson County Public Schools[image: External link], consists of more than 100,000 students in 173 schools.[103] Due to Louisville's large Catholic[image: External link] population, there are 27 Catholic schools[image: External link] in the city. The Kentucky School for the Blind[image: External link], for all of Kentucky's blind and visually impaired[image: External link] students, is located on Frankfort Avenue in the Clifton[image: External link] neighborhood.
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 Media




Main article: Media in Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]


Louisville's newspaper[image: External link] of record is The Courier-Journal[image: External link]. The alternative paper is the progressive alt-weekly[image: External link] Louisville Eccentric Observer[image: External link] (commonly called 'LEO'), which was founded by 3rd district[image: External link] U.S. Representative[image: External link] John Yarmuth[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]).

WAVE 3[image: External link], an NBC affiliate, was Kentucky's first TV station. Another prominent TV station is ABC[image: External link] affiliate WHAS 11[image: External link], formerly owned by the famous Bingham family[image: External link] (who also owned The Courier-Journal), which hosts the regionally notable annual fundraiser, the WHAS Crusade for Children[image: External link]. CBS[image: External link] affiliate WLKY 32[image: External link] and Fox[image: External link] affiliate WDRB 41 (along with its sister stations WMYO[image: External link] and WBKI[image: External link]) round out the major television stations in the city.

The most popular radio station[image: External link] is 84 WHAS[image: External link] 840 AM, designated by the FCC as a clear-channel station[image: External link]. This station was also formerly owned by the Binghams (now iHeartMedia[image: External link]), and is a talk radio[image: External link] station which also broadcasts regional sports.
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 Infrastructure
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]


See also: Roads in Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]


As with most American cities, transportation in Louisville is based primarily on automobiles. However, the city traces its foundation to the era where the river was the primary means of transportation[image: External link], and railroads have been an important part of local industry for over a century. In more recent times, Louisville has become an international hub for air cargo[image: External link].

Louisville has inner and outer interstate[image: External link] beltways, I-264[image: External link] and I-265[image: External link] respectively. Interstates I-64[image: External link] and I-65[image: External link] pass through Louisville, and I-71[image: External link] has its southern terminus in Louisville. Since all three of these highways intersect at virtually the same location on the east side of downtown[image: External link], this spot has become known as "Spaghetti Junction[image: External link]". Two bridges carry I-64 and I-65 over the Ohio River, and a third automobile bridge[image: External link] carries non-interstate traffic, including bicyclists and pedestrians. Immediately east of downtown is the Big Four Bridge[image: External link], a former railroad bridge now renovated as a pedestrian bridge.

The Ohio River Bridges Project[image: External link], a plan under consideration for decades to construct two new interstate bridges over the Ohio River to connect Louisville to Indiana, including a reconfiguration of Spaghetti Junction, began construction in 2012.[104] One bridge, the Abraham Lincoln Bridge[image: External link], is located downtown beside the existing Kennedy Bridge[image: External link] for relief of I-65 traffic. The other, named the Lewis and Clark Bridge[image: External link], connects I-265 between the portions located in southeast Clark County, Indiana[image: External link] and northeast Jefferson County, Kentucky[image: External link] (Louisville Metro).[105] Both bridges and corresponding construction were finished in 2016.[106][107] As with any major project, there have been detractors and possible alternatives; one grassroots organization, 8664.org[image: External link], has proposed options for downtown revitalization improvements, and a simpler and less expensive roadway design.

Louisville's main airport is the centrally located Louisville International Airport[image: External link], whose IATA Airport Code[image: External link] (SDF) reflects its former name of Standiford Field. The airport is also home to UPS[image: External link]'s Worldport[image: External link] global air hub. UPS operates its largest package-handling hub at Louisville International Airport and bases its UPS Airlines[image: External link] division there. Over 3.2 million passengers and over 4.7 billion pounds (2,350,000 t) of cargo pass through the airport each year.[108] It is also the third busiest airport in the United States in terms of cargo traffic, and seventh busiest for such in the world.[109] Furthermore, since Louisville is located only around 35 minutes from Fort Knox[image: External link], the airport is a major hub for armed services personnel traveling to and from the military installation. The historic but smaller Bowman Field[image: External link] is used mainly for general aviation[image: External link] while nearby Clark Regional Airport[image: External link] is used mostly by private jets.

The McAlpine Locks and Dam[image: External link] is located on the Kentucky side of the Ohio River, near the downtown area. The locks were constructed to allow shipping past the Falls of the Ohio[image: External link]. In 2001 over 55 million tons of commodities passed through the locks.

Public transportation[image: External link] consists mainly of buses run by the Transit Authority of River City[image: External link] (TARC). The city buses serve all parts of downtown Louisville and Jefferson County[image: External link], as well as Kentucky suburbs in Oldham County[image: External link], Bullitt County[image: External link], and the Indiana[image: External link] suburbs of Jeffersonville[image: External link], Clarksville[image: External link] and New Albany[image: External link]. In addition to regular city buses, transit throughout the downtown hotel and shopping districts is served by a fleet of zero-emissions buses[image: External link] called ZeroBus. In late 2014, these vehicles replaced the series of motorized trolleys known as the Toonerville II Trolley.[110] A light rail[image: External link] system has been studied and proposed for the city, but no plan was in development as of 2007.[111]

Louisville has historically been a major center for railway[image: External link] traffic. The Louisville and Nashville Railroad[image: External link] was once headquartered here, before it was purchased by CSX Transportation[image: External link]. Today the city is served by two major freight railroads, CSX (with a major classification yard[image: External link] in the southern part of the metro area) and Norfolk Southern[image: External link]. Five major main lines connect Louisville to the rest of the region. Two regional railroads, the Paducah and Louisville Railway[image: External link] and the Louisville and Indiana Railroad[image: External link], also serve the city. With the discontinuance of the stop in Louisville in 2003 for a more northerly route between New York and Chicago, the Kentucky Cardinal[image: External link] no longer serves the city; it is thus the fifth largest city in the country with no passenger rail service.[112]

In 2016 Walk Score[image: External link] ranked Louisville 43rd "most walkable" of 141 U.S. cities with a population greater than 200,000.[113]
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 Utilities




Electricity is provided to the Louisville Metro area by Louisville Gas & Electric[image: External link]. Water is provided by the Louisville Water Company[image: External link], which provides water to more than 800,000 residents in Louisville as well as parts of Oldham[image: External link] and Bullitt[image: External link] counties. Additionally, they provide wholesale water to the outlying counties of Shelby[image: External link], Spencer[image: External link] and Nelson[image: External link].[114]

The Ohio River[image: External link] provides for most of the city's source of drinking water[image: External link]. Water is drawn from the river at two points: the raw water[image: External link] pump station[image: External link] at Zorn Avenue and River Road, and the B.E. Payne Pump Station northeast of Harrods Creek[image: External link]. Water is also obtained from a riverbank infiltration well at the Payne Plant. There are also two water treatment plants[image: External link] serving the Louisville Metro area: The Crescent Hill Treatment Plant and the B.E. Payne Treatment Plant. In June 2008, the Louisville Water Company received the "Best of the Best" award from the American Water Works Association, citing it as the best-tasting drinking water in the country.[115]
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 Notable people




Main article: List of people from the Louisville metropolitan area


See also: List of University of Louisville people[image: External link]
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 Events




Important events occurring in the city have included the first large space lighted by Edison's light bulb[image: External link] which occurred during the Southern Exposition[image: External link]. (At the time, in 1883, the largest such installation to date.) Also, Louisville had the first library[image: External link] open to African Americans[image: External link] in the South,[116][117] and medical advances including the first human hand transplant[image: External link][101] and the first self-contained artificial heart[image: External link] transplant.[102]
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 Sister cities




Louisville has nine sister cities[image: External link] as of 2012:[118][119][120]



	
Adapazarı[image: External link], Turkey

	
Jiujiang[image: External link], Jiangxi[image: External link], China

	
La Plata[image: External link], Argentina

	
Leeds[image: External link], West Yorkshire[image: External link], England, United Kingdom[image: External link]


	
Mainz[image: External link], Rhineland-Palatinate[image: External link], Germany

	
Montpellier[image: External link], Hérault[image: External link], Occitanie[image: External link], France

	
Perm[image: External link], Perm Krai[image: External link], Russia

	
Quito[image: External link], Ecuador

	
Tamale[image: External link], Ghana





In addition, Leeds has been recognized as a "friendship city". The two cities have engaged in many cultural exchange programs, particularly in the fields of nursing and law, and cooperated in several private business developments, including the Frazier History Museum[image: External link].[121]

On April 15, 2008, it was announced that Louisville would be twinned with the town of Bushmills[image: External link] in Northern Ireland[image: External link]. The two places share a tradition for the distilling of whiskey[image: External link]. The choice of Louisville came after a search of U.S. cities, followed by an online poll[image: External link] conducted for the public to decide between three finalists, which also included Boston[image: External link] and Portland, Maine[image: External link].[122]
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 See also





	List of cities and towns along the Ohio River[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ a b c The United States MSA table excludes the San Juan, Puerto Rico MSA[image: External link] which has a higher population than Louisville.


	
^ Based on 2010 data.


	
^ 2015 ranking.


	
^ a b Louisville's "balance" population is considered in determining rank among cities in the U.S.


	
^ Under Kentucky's current classification scheme, which went into effect on January 1, 2015, cities with a mayor–alderman form of government are first-class, with the "home rule class" covering all other forms. This replaced a system in which cities were divided into six classes, nominally by population.[12]


	
^ Mean monthly maxima and minima (i.e. the expected highest and lowest temperature readings at any point during the year or given month) calculated based on data at said location from 1981 to 2010.


	
^ Official records for Louisville were kept at the Weather Bureau Office from August 1872 to June 1945, Bowman Field[image: External link] from July 1945 to November 1947, Louisville Int'l from December 1947 to October 1995, the Weather Forecast Office (38.1150°N 85.6450°W[image: External link]) from November 1995 to December 2005, and again at Louisville Int'l since January 2006. For more information, see Threadex[image: External link]
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Coccyx






This article is about the tailbone in humans. For the tailbone in animals, see Caudal vertebrae[image: External link].


Coccyges[image: External link] redirects here. For the clade of birds, see the articles on Cuculiformes[image: External link] and Parrot[image: External link].

The tortrix moth[image: External link] genus[image: External link] Coccyx is nowadays considered a junior synonym[image: External link] of Cydia[image: External link].

The coccyx (/'kaksIks /[image: External link] KOK -siks[image: External link]; plural[image: External link]: coccyges or coccyxes), commonly referred to as the tailbone, is the final segment of the vertebral column[image: External link] in humans[image: External link] and apes[image: External link], and certain other mammals such as horses[image: External link]. In animals with bony tails, it is known as tailhead or dock[image: External link], in bird anatomy[image: External link] as tailfan. It comprises three to five separate or fused coccygeal vertebrae[image: External link] below the sacrum[image: External link], attached to the sacrum by a fibrocartilaginous[image: External link] joint[image: External link], the sacrococcygeal symphysis[image: External link], which permits limited movement between the sacrum and the coccyx.



TOP
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 Structure




The coccyx is formed of either three, four or five rudimentary vertebrae[image: External link]. It articulates superiorly with the sacrum[image: External link]. In each of the first three segments may be traced a rudimentary body and articular and transverse processes; the last piece (sometimes the third) is a mere nodule of bone. The transverse processes are most prominent and noticeable on the first coccygeal segment. All the segments lack pedicles[image: External link], laminae[image: External link] and spinous processes. The first is the largest; it resembles the lowest sacral vertebra[image: External link], and often exists as a separate piece; the remaining ones diminish in size from above downward.

Most anatomy books incorrectly state that the coccyx is normally fused in adults. In fact it has been shown that the coccyx may consist of up to five separate bony segments, the most common configuration being two or three segments.[1][2]
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 Surfaces




The anterior[image: External link] surface is slightly concave and marked with three transverse grooves that indicate the junctions of the different segments. It gives attachment to the anterior sacrococcygeal ligament[image: External link] and the levatores ani[image: External link] and supports part of the rectum[image: External link]. The posterior[image: External link] surface is convex, marked by transverse grooves similar to those on the anterior surface, and presents on either side a linear row of tubercles–the rudimentary articular processes of the coccygeal vertebrae. Of these, the superior pair are the largest, and are called the coccygeal cornua they project upward, and articulate with the cornua of the sacrum, and on either side complete the foramen for the transmission of the posterior division of the fifth sacral nerve[image: External link].
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 Borders




The lateral borders are thin and exhibit a series of small eminences, which represent the transverse processes of the coccygeal vertebrae. Of these, the first is the largest; it is flattened from before backward, and often ascends to join the lower part of the thin lateral edge of the sacrum, thus completing the foramen for the transmission of the anterior division of the fifth sacral nerve; the others diminish in size from above downward, and are often wanting. The borders of the coccyx are narrow, and give attachment on either side to the sacrotuberous[image: External link] and sacrospinous ligaments[image: External link], to the coccygeus[image: External link] in front of the ligaments, and to the gluteus maximus[image: External link] behind them.
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 Apex




The apex is rounded, and has attached to it the tendon of the external anal sphincter[image: External link]. It may be bifid (divided into two).
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 Extensor coccygis




The extensor coccygis is a slender muscle fascicle[image: External link], which is not always present. It extends over the lower part of the posterior surface of the sacrum[image: External link] and coccyx. It arises by tendinous fibers from the last segment of the sacrum, or first piece of the coccyx, and passes downward to be inserted into the lower part of the coccyx. It is a rudiment of the extensor muscle of the caudal vertebrae of other animals.
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 Sacrococcygeal and intercoccygeal joints




The joints are variable and may be: (1) synovial joints[image: External link]; (2) thin discs of fibrocartilage[image: External link]; (3) intermediate between these two; (4) ossified.[3][4]
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 Function




In humans and other tailless primates[image: External link] (e.g., great apes[image: External link]) since Nacholapithecus[image: External link] (a Miocene[image: External link] hominoid[image: External link]),[5][6] the coccyx is the remnant of a vestigial tail[image: External link], but still not entirely useless;[7] it is an important attachment for various muscles, tendons and ligaments—which makes it necessary for physicians and patients to pay special attention to these attachments when considering surgical removal of the coccyx.[8] Additionally, it is also a part of the weight-bearing tripod structure which acts as a support for a sitting[image: External link] person. When a person sits leaning forward, the ischial tuberosities[image: External link] and inferior rami of the ischium[image: External link] take most of the weight, but as the sitting person leans backward, more weight is transferred to the coccyx.[8]

The anterior side of the coccyx serves for the attachment of a group of muscles important for many functions of the pelvic floor[image: External link] (i.e., defecation[image: External link], continence[image: External link], etc.): the levator ani muscle[image: External link], which include coccygeus[image: External link], iliococcygeus[image: External link], and pubococcygeus[image: External link]. Through the anococcygeal raphe[image: External link], the coccyx supports the position of the anus[image: External link]. Attached to the posterior side is gluteus maximus[image: External link] which extend the thigh[image: External link] during ambulation[image: External link].[8]

Many important ligaments[image: External link] attach to the coccyx: the anterior[image: External link] and posterior sacrococcygeal ligaments[image: External link] are the continuations of the anterior[image: External link] and posterior longitudinal ligaments[image: External link] that stretches along the entire spine.[8] Additionally, the lateral sacrococcygeal ligaments[image: External link] complete the foramina[image: External link] for the last sacral nerve[image: External link].[9] And, lastly, some fibers of the sacrospinous[image: External link] and sacrotuberous ligaments[image: External link] (arising from the spine of the ischium[image: External link] and the ischial tuberosity[image: External link] respectively) also attach to the coccyx.[8]

An extension of the pia mater[image: External link], the filum terminale[image: External link], extends from the apex of the conus[image: External link], and inserts on the coccyx.
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 Clinical significance




Injuring the coccyx can give rise to a painful condition called coccydynia[image: External link] and one or more of the bones or the connections thereof may be broken, fractured tailbone[image: External link].[10] [11] A number of tumors[image: External link] are known to involve the coccyx; of these, the most common is sacrococcygeal teratoma[image: External link]. Both coccydynia and coccygeal tumors may require surgical removal of the coccyx ( coccygectomy[image: External link]). One very rare complication of coccygectomy is a type of perineal hernia[image: External link] known as a coccygeal hernia.[12]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Etymology




The term coccyx is derived from the ancient Greek[image: External link] word κόκκυξ[13][14] kokkyx "cuckoo";[15] the latter is attested in the writings of the Greek physician[image: External link] Herophilus[image: External link] to denote the end of the vertebral column.[16] This Greek name for the cuckoo[image: External link] was applied as the last three or four bones of the coccyx resemble the beak of this bird,[13][16][17][18] when viewed from the side.[8][19]

This established etymological explanation can also be found in the writings of the 16th century anatomist Andreas Vesalius[image: External link] whom wrote: os cuculi, a similitudine rostri cuculi avis [16] (the cuckoo bone shows a likeness to the beak of the cuckoo bird). Vesalius used the Latin expression os cuculi, with os, bone[20] and cuculus, the Latin name for the cuckoo.[20] The 16th/17th century French anatomist Jean Riolan the Younger[image: External link] gives a rather hilarious etymological explanation, as he writes: quia crepitus, qui per sedimentum exeunt, ad is os allisi, cuculi vocis similitudinem effingunt [16] (because the sound of the farts that leave the anus and dash against this bone, shows a likeness to the call of the cuckoo). The latter is not considered as potential candidate.[16][17]

Besides os cuculi, os caudae,[16][21] with caudae, of the tail[20] is attested. This Latin expression might be the source of the English, French language[image: External link], German[image: External link] and Dutch[image: External link] terms tailbone, l'os de la queue,[21] Schwanzbein [17][21] and staartbeen.[22] In the current official anatomic Latin nomenclature, Terminologia Anatomica[image: External link],[23] coccyx and os coccygis is used.
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This article uses anatomical terminology; for an overview, see Anatomical terminology[image: External link].
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The Book of Jonah is one of the Prophets[image: External link] in the Bible[image: External link]. It tells of a Hebrew prophet named Jonah[image: External link] son of Amittai[image: External link] who is sent by God to prophesy the destruction of Nineveh[image: External link] but tries to escape the divine mission.[1] Set in the reign of Jeroboam II[image: External link] (786–746 BC), it was probably written in the post-exilic[image: External link] period, some time between the late 5th to early 4th century BC.[2] The story has an interesting interpretive history and has become well-known through popular children's stories. In Judaism[image: External link] it is the Haftarah[image: External link], read during the afternoon of Yom Kippur[image: External link] in order to instill reflection on God's willingness to forgive those who repent.[3]
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 Narrative




Unlike the other Prophets[image: External link], the book of Jonah is almost entirely narrative, with the exception of the psalm in chapter 2. The actual prophetic word against Nineveh is given only in passing through the narrative. As with any good narrative, the story of Jonah has a setting, characters, a plot, and themes. It also relies heavily on such literary devices as irony.
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	Jonah's punishment and Deliverance (1:11-2:1;2:10)

	His Prayer of Thanksgiving (2:2-9)





	Jonah Reluctantly fulfills His Mission (chapters 3-4)

	Jonah's Renewed Commission and Obedience (3:1-4)

	The Endangered Ninevites' Repentant Appeal to the Lord (3:5-9)

	The Ninevites' Repentance Acknowledged (3:10-4:4)

	Jonah's Deliverance and Rebuke (4:5-11)[4]
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Nineveh, where Jonah preached, was the capital of the ancient Assyrian[image: External link] empire, which fell to the Babylonians[image: External link] and the Medes[image: External link] in 612 BC. The book calls Nineveh a “great city,” referring to its size [Jonah 3:3 + 4:11] and perhaps to its affluence as well.[citation needed[image: External link]] (The story of the city’s deliverance from judgment may reflect an older tradition dating back to the 8th–7th century BC)[citation needed[image: External link]] Assyria often opposed Israel and eventually took the Israelites captive in 722–721 BC (see History of ancient Israel and Judah[image: External link]). The Assyrian oppression against the Israelites can be seen in the bitter prophecies of Nahum[image: External link].
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The story of Jonah is a drama between a passive man and an active God. Jonah[image: External link], whose name literally means "dove," is introduced to the reader in the very first verse. The name is decisive. While many other prophets had heroic names (e.g., Isaiah means "God has saved"), Jonah's name carries with it an element of passivity.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Jonah's passive character is contrasted with the other main character: Yahweh[image: External link]. God's character is altogether active. While Jonah flees, God pursues. While Jonah falls, God lifts up. The character of God in the story is progressively revealed through the use of irony. In the first part of the book, God is depicted as relentless and wrathful; in the second part of the book, He is revealed to be truly loving and merciful.

The other characters of the story include the sailors in chapter 1 and the people of Nineveh in chapter 3. These characters are also contrasted to Jonah's passivity. While Jonah sleeps in the hull, the sailors pray and try to save the ship from the storm (1:4–6). While Jonah passively finds himself forced to act under the Divine Will, the people of Nineveh actively petition God to change his mind.
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 Plot




The plot centers on a conflict between Jonah and God. God calls Jonah to proclaim judgment to Nineveh, but Jonah resists and attempts to flee. He goes to Joppa[image: External link] and boards a ship bound for Tarshish[image: External link]. God calls up a great storm at sea, and, at Jonah's insistence, the ship's crew reluctantly cast Jonah overboard in an attempt to appease God. A great sea creature[image: External link], sent by God, swallows Jonah. For three days and three nights Jonah languishes inside the fish's belly. He says a prayer in which he repents for his disobedience and thanks God for His mercy. God speaks to the fish, which vomits out Jonah safely on dry land.

After his rescue, Jonah obeys the call to prophesy against Nineveh, causing the people of the city to repent and God to forgive them. Jonah is furious, however, and angrily tells God that this is the reason he tried to flee from Him, as he knew Him to be a just and merciful God. He then beseeches God to kill him, a request which is denied when God causes a tree to grow over him, giving him shade. Initially grateful, Jonah's anger returns the next day, when God sends a worm to eat the plant, withering it, and he tells God that it would be better if he were dead. God then points out: "You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labour and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals? ( NRSV[image: External link])"

Ironically, the relentless God demonstrated in the first chapter is shown to be the merciful God in the last two chapters (see 3:10). Equally ironic, despite not wanting to go to Nineveh and follow God's calling, Jonah becomes one of the most effective prophets of God. As a result of his preaching, the entire population of Nineveh repents before the Lord and is spared destruction. The author indicates that the city "has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left" (4:11a, NIV). While some commentators see this number (120,000) as a somewhat pejorative reference to ignorant or backward Ninevites, most commentators take it to refer to young infants, thus implying a population considerably larger than 120,000.[5]
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The story of Jonah has numerous theological implications, and this has long been recognized. In early translations of the Hebrew Bible, Jewish translators tended to remove anthropomorphic imagery in order to prevent the reader from misunderstanding the ancient texts.[citation needed[image: External link]] This tendency is evidenced in both the Aramaic translations (e.g. the Targums[image: External link]) and the Greek translations (e.g. the Septuagint[image: External link]). As far as the Book of Jonah is concerned, Targum Jonah offers a good example of this.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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In Jonah 1:6, the Masoretic Text[image: External link] (MT) reads, "...perhaps God will pay heed to us...." Targum Jonah translates this passage as: "...perhaps there will be mercy from the Lord upon us...." The captain's proposal is no longer an attempt to change the divine will; it is an attempt to appeal to divine mercy. Furthermore, in Jonah 3:9, the MT reads, "Who knows, God may turn and relent [lit. repent]?" Targum Jonah translates this as, "Whoever knows that there are sins on his conscience let him repent of them and we will be pitied before the Lord." God does not change His mind; He shows pity.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Fragments of the book were found among the Dead Sea Scrolls[image: External link] (DSS) (4Q76 a.k.a. 4QMinorProphetsa, Col V-VI, frags. 21–22; 4Q81 a.k.a. 4QMinorProphetsf, Col I and II; and 4Q82 a.k.a. 4QMinorProphetsg, Frags. 76–91), most of which follows the Masoretic Text[image: External link] closely and with Mur XII reproducing a large portion of the text.[6] As for the non-canonical writings, the majority of references to biblical texts were made by argumentum ad verecundiam. The Book of Jonah appears to have served less purpose in the Qumran community than other texts, as the writings make no references to it.[7]
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The earliest Christian interpretations of Jonah are found in the Gospel of Matthew[image: External link] (see Matthew 12:38–42[image: External link] and 16:1–4) and the Gospel of Luke[image: External link] (see Luke 11:29–32). Both Matthew and Luke record a tradition of Jesus’ interpretation of the Book of Jonah (notably, Matthew includes two very similar traditions in chapters 12 and 16). As with most Old Testament interpretations found in the New Testament, Jesus’ interpretation is primarily “typological” (see Typology (theology)[image: External link]). Jonah becomes a “type” for Jesus. Jonah spent three days in the belly of the fish; Jesus will spend three days in the grave. Here, Jesus plays on the imagery of Sheol[image: External link] found in Jonah’s prayer. While Jonah metaphorically declared, “Out of the belly of Sheol I cried,” Jesus will literally be in the belly of Sheol. Finally, Jesus compares his generation to the people of Nineveh. Jesus fulfills his role as a type of Jonah, however his generation fails to fulfill its role as a type of Nineveh. Nineveh repented, but Jesus' generation, which has seen and heard one even greater than Jonah, fails to repent. Through his typological interpretation of the Book of Jonah, Jesus has weighed his generation and found it wanting.
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The debate over the credibility of the miracle of Jonah is not simply a modern one. The credibility of a human being surviving in the belly of a great fish has long been questioned. In c. 409 AD, Augustine of Hippo[image: External link] wrote to Deogratias concerning the challenge of some to the miracle recorded in the Book of Jonah. He writes:


The last question proposed is concerning Jonah, and it is put as if it were not from Porphyry, but as being a standing subject of ridicule among the Pagans; for his words are: “In the next place, what are we to believe concerning Jonah, who is said to have been three days in a whale’s belly? The thing is utterly improbable and incredible, that a man swallowed with his clothes on should have existed in the inside of a fish. If, however, the story is figurative, be pleased to explain it. Again, what is meant by the story that a gourd sprang up above the head of Jonah after he was vomited by the fish? What was the cause of this gourd’s growth?” Questions such as these I have seen discussed by Pagans amidst loud laughter, and with great scorn.

— (Letter CII, Section 30)



Augustine responds that if one is to question one miracle, then one should question all miracles as well (section 31). Nevertheless, despite his apologetic, Augustine views the story of Jonah as a figure for Christ. For example, he writes: "As, therefore, Jonah passed from the ship to the belly of the whale[image: External link], so Christ passed from the cross to the sepulchre, or into the abyss of death. And as Jonah suffered this for the sake of those who were endangered by the storm, so Christ suffered for the sake of those who are tossed on the waves of this world." Augustine credits his allegorical interpretation to the interpretation of Christ himself (Matt. 12:39,40), and he allows for other interpretations as long as they are in line with Christ's.
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The Ordinary Gloss, or Glossa Ordinaria[image: External link], was the most important Christian commentary on the Bible in the later Middle Ages. "The Gloss on Jonah relies almost exclusively on Jerome’s commentary on Jonah (c. 396), so its Latin often has a tone of urbane classicism. But the Gloss also chops up, compresses, and rearranges Jerome with a carnivalesque glee and scholastic directness that renders the Latin authentically medieval."[8] "The Ordinary Gloss on Jonah" has been translated into English and printed in a format that emulates the first printing of the Gloss.[9]

The relationship between Jonah and his fellow Jews is ambivalent, and complicated by the Gloss's tendency to read Jonah as an allegorical prefiguration of Jesus Christ. While some glosses in isolation seem crudely supersessionist (“The foreskin believes while the circumcision remains unfaithful”), the prevailing allegorical tendency is to attribute Jonah’s recalcitrance to his abiding love for his own people and his insistence that God’s promises to Israel not be overridden by a lenient policy toward the Ninevites. For the glossator, Jonah’s pro-Israel motivations correspond to Christ’s demurral in the Garden of Gethsemane (“My Father, if it be possible, let this chalice pass from me” [Matt. 26:39]) and the Gospel of Matthew’s and Paul’s insistence that “salvation is from the Jews” (Jn. 4:22). While in the Gloss the plot of Jonah prefigures how God will extend salvation to the nations, it also makes abundantly clear—as some medieval commentaries on the Gospel of John do not—that Jonah and Jesus are Jews, and that they make decisions of salvation-historical consequence as Jews.
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 Modern




Roman Catholic author Terry Eagleton[image: External link] has written, "There are writers who consider their work to be examples of high seriousness when they are hilariously, unintentionally funny. ... Another example is the Book of Jonah, which is probably not intended to be funny but which is brilliantly comic without seeming to be aware of it."[10]
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 Jonah and the "big fish"




The Hebrew text of Jonah 2:1[image: External link] (1:17 in English translation), reads dag gadol (Hebrew: דג גדול), which literally means "great fish." The Septuagint[image: External link] translates this into Greek as ketos megas, (Greek: κητος μεγας), "huge fish"; in Greek mythology the term was closely associated with sea monsters.[11] Saint Jerome[image: External link] later translated the Greek phrase as piscis granda in his Latin Vulgate[image: External link], and as cetus in Matthew 12:40[image: External link]. At some point, cetus became synonymous with whale[image: External link] (cf. cetyl alcohol[image: External link], which is alcohol derived from whales). In his 1534 translation, William Tyndale[image: External link] translated the phrase in Jonah 2:1 as "greate fyshe," and he translated the word ketos (Greek) or cetus (Latin) in Matthew 12:40[image: External link] as " whale[image: External link]". Tyndale's translation was later followed by the translators of the King James Version[image: External link] of 1611 and has enjoyed general acceptance in English translations.

In the line 2:1 the book refers to the fish as dag gadol, "great fish", in the masculine. However, in the 2:2, it changes the gender to daga, meaning female fish. The verses therefore read: "And the lord provided a great fish (dag gadol, masculine) for Jonah, and it swallowed him, and Jonah sat in the belly of the fish (still male) for three days and nights; then, from the belly of the (daga, female) fish, Jonah began to pray." The peculiarity of this change of gender led the later rabbis to reason that this means Jonah was comfortable in the roomy male fish, so he didn't pray, but that God then transferred him to a smaller, female fish, in which the prophet was uncomfortable, so that he prayed.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Jonah and the gourd vine




The book closes abruptly (Jonah 4[image: External link]) with an epistolary warning[12] based on the emblematic[image: External link] trope of a fast-growing vine present in Persian narratives, and popularized in fables such as The Gourd and the Palm-tree[image: External link] during the Renaissance, for example by Andrea Alciato[image: External link].

St. Jerome[image: External link] differed[13] with St. Augustine[image: External link] in his Latin translation of the plant known in Hebrew as קיקיון (qīqayōn), using hedera (from the Greek, meaning " ivy[image: External link]") over the more common Latin cucurbita, " gourd[image: External link]", from which the English word gourd (Old French[image: External link] coorde, couhourde) is derived. The Renaissance humanist artist Albrecht Dürer[image: External link] memorialized Jerome's decision to use an analogical type of Christ's "I am the Vine, you are the branches"[image: External link] in his woodcut Saint Jerome in His Study[image: External link].
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Cold reading (theatrical)






For the techniques used by mentalists and illusionists, etc. to elicit personal information, see Cold reading[image: External link].

Theatrical cold reading is reading aloud from a script[image: External link] or other text with little or no rehearsal[image: External link],[1] practice[image: External link] or study in advance. Sometimes also referred to as sight reading, it is a technique used by actors[image: External link] and other performers in theatre[image: External link], television[image: External link], and film[image: External link] performance fields[image: External link].

Cold readings are common in performance classes, and furthermore are employed frequently in actor auditions[image: External link] to allow the producer[image: External link] or playwright[image: External link] to get a general idea of the actors' performing capabilities.[2] They are also employed by playwrights who need to hear their play read aloud for the first time by actors, and as such they form an initial integral component of the collaborative creative theatrical process, which may or may not include the eventual production of the play itself. (Public performances of cold readings also serve as entertainment in their own right, particularly in the context of community theater[image: External link],[3][4] and less public readings can serve as creative incubators for more established playwright and theatrical talent during the course of play development.[5]) Many actors and other performers and public speakers[image: External link] take classes and practice at length to improve the quality of their cold readings.

Cold reading can also be used in conjunction with improvisations[image: External link] to gauge a performer's ability to perform new works. A good dramatic cold reader is able to communicate with fluency and clarity and to project speech rhythms and rhymes well. The reader should also be able to bring out the intent, mood and characterization of a piece through appropriate articulation and body language[image: External link].
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Monk (TV series)






Monk is an American[image: External link] comedy-drama[image: External link] detective mystery[image: External link] television series[image: External link] created by Andy Breckman[image: External link] and starring Tony Shalhoub[image: External link] as the eponymous[image: External link] character, Adrian Monk[image: External link]. It originally ran from 2002 to 2009 and is primarily a police procedural[image: External link] series, and also exhibits comic[image: External link] and dramatic tones in its exploration of the main characters' personal lives. The series was produced by Mandeville Films[image: External link] and Touchstone Television[image: External link] in association with Universal Television[image: External link].

The series debuted on July 12, 2002, on USA Network[image: External link]. It continued for eight seasons, with the final season concluding on December 4, 2009. The series held the record for the most-watched scripted drama episode in cable television history from 2009 through 2012 (broken by The Walking Dead[image: External link]) with "Mr. Monk and the End – Part II[image: External link]", its series finale, with 9.4 million viewers, 3.2 million of them in the 18–49 demographic.[1]
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 Premise




Adrian Monk[image: External link] was a brilliant detective for the San Francisco[image: External link] Police Department[image: External link] until his wife, Trudy[image: External link], was killed by a car bomb in a parking garage, which Monk then believed was intended for him. In a later episode, he discovers the bomb was truly meant for Trudy. He later believes that Trudy's death was part of a larger conspiracy that she had uncovered during her time as a journalist. Trudy's death led Monk to suffer a nervous breakdown[image: External link]. He was then discharged from the force and became a recluse, refusing to leave his house for three and a half years. Until the final episode, Trudy's death was Monk's only unsolved case.

He is finally able to leave the house with the help of his nurse[image: External link], Sharona Fleming[image: External link]. The breakthrough allows him to work as a private detective[image: External link] and a consultant for the homicide unit despite limitations rooted in his obsessive–compulsive disorder[image: External link] (OCD), which had grown significantly worse after the tragedy, along with several other phobias.

Monk's compulsive habits are numerous, and a number of phobias[image: External link] compound his situation, such as his fear of germs. Monk has 312 fears, some of which are milk, ladybugs, harmonicas, heights, imperfection, claustrophobia[image: External link], driving, food touching on his plates, messes, and risk. He, however, had a breakthrough from claustrophobia later in the series. The OCD and plethora of phobias inevitably lead to very awkward situations and cause problems for Monk and anyone around him as he investigates cases. These same personal struggles, particularly the OCD, are what aid him in solving cases, such as his sharp memory, specific mindset, and attention to detail. In one episode entitled "Mr. Monk and His Biggest Fan[image: External link]", Marci Maven has compiled a list of all of Adrian's fears. In another episode, he tries to conquer his fears by doing various activities which involved his phobias. For example, he tries drinking milk, climbing a ladder, and putting a ladybug on his hand, but when things are scattered unorganized across a table, he cannot resist the compulsion to arrange them neatly.

Captain Leland Stottlemeyer[image: External link] and Lieutenant Randy Disher[image: External link] call on Monk when they have trouble with an investigation. Stottlemeyer is often irritated by Monk's behavior, but respects his friend and former colleague's amazing insight and observational abilities, as does Disher. Ever since childhood, Monk's obsessive attention to detail allowed him to spot tiny discrepancies, find patterns, and make connections that others often missed. Something someone says or does usually triggers Monk to make the connection.

In his spare time, Monk continues to search for information about his wife's death, and is plagued with the idea that he may never determine who killed Trudy. He dedicates his life to solving other murders because he feels this is fixing disorder in the world. He becomes especially intrigued when a woman is killed, or when someone is killed with some type of bomb, because this reminds him of Trudy's murder.

In the middle of season three, Sharona decides to remarry her ex-husband and move back to New Jersey[image: External link], prompting Mr. Monk to hire Natalie Teeger[image: External link] as his new assistant. Natalie is a widow and mother of an 11-year-old daughter, Julie[image: External link]. Monk discovers Natalie when she is involved in a murder case herself, in "Mr. Monk and the Red Herring[image: External link]".

Monk has a brother Ambrose[image: External link] and a half-brother, Jack, Jr., whom Monk never knew about until his father tells him in season five.[2] He later meets Jack, Jr., in the episode "Mr. Monk's Other Brother[image: External link]" during season seven[image: External link].
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 Characters




Main article: List of Monk characters[image: External link]


See also: List of Monk cast members[image: External link]
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 Main characters





	
Adrian Monk[image: External link] (Tony Shalhoub[image: External link]) is a former homicide detective and a current consultant for the San Francisco Police Department. He has an extreme case of OCD[image: External link] and is well known for his various fears and phobias, including, but certainly not limited to, heights, snakes, crowds, glaciers, rodeos and milk. His wife Trudy was murdered in 1997, and he is haunted by her death (and the fact that it was unsolved) until the series finale[image: External link].

	
Sharona Fleming[image: External link] (Bitty Schram[image: External link]; seasons 1–3) is Monk's nurse and later becomes his first assistant. She refuses to baby him, often forcing him to do things that are unpleasant to him. Her final appearance as a regular character is in "Mr. Monk Takes His Medicine[image: External link]" (3.09). She moves to New Jersey midway through season three[image: External link], leaving only a note. However, she returns in the final season[image: External link] in "Mr. Monk and Sharona[image: External link]" (8.10) in order to give closure to her character. By "Mr. Monk and the End (Part Two)[image: External link]" (8.16), it was revealed that she and Randy have moved to New Jersey together.

	
Natalie Teeger[image: External link] (Traylor Howard[image: External link]; seasons 3–8) is Monk's second and final assistant. Although she is more deferential to her boss than Sharona, referring to him as "Mr. Monk", she is not hesitant about telling him when his eccentricities are going too far. A young widow who lives with her daughter Julie, Natalie lost her husband Mitch when he was shot down over Kosovo[image: External link] in 1998. She first appears in "Mr. Monk and the Red Herring[image: External link]" (3.10). Natalie was introduced partway through season three when Bitty Schram, who played Sharona, left "precipitous[ly]", reportedly over a contract dispute. Traylor Howard had not yet seen the show and was unenthusiastic about her manager's urgings to audition as Schram's replacement. She nevertheless tried out and got the part. Despite her initial "cool" reception from fans, show co-creator Andy Breckman believes Traylor quickly and successfully filled the void. "I will always be grateful to Traylor because she came in when the show was in crisis and saved our baby […] We had to make a hurried replacement, and not every show survives that. I was scared to death."[3]


	
Captain Leland Stottlemeyer[image: External link] (Ted Levine[image: External link]) is the head of the Homicide Division of the San Francisco Police Department. He and Monk have been good friends since Monk was on the police force, and he continues to be Monk's friend throughout the series. He does his best to help Monk but is occasionally annoyed by Monk's phobias and the damage they can cause. In the first two seasons, Stottlemeyer is reluctant to work with Monk, seemingly annoyed by the idea that he could not handle his cases himself. By seasons three and four, his faith in Monk's contribution is well-cemented and his collaboration unquestionable.

	
Lieutenant Randy Disher[image: External link] (Jason Gray-Stanford[image: External link]) is a lieutenant in the Homicide Division of the SFPD. He is naive and often portrayed as slightly dim. The other characters are often irritated by him, but they also care about him. In season eight he is seen kissing Sharona, and in the series finale he moves to Summit, New Jersey[image: External link] where they move in together. He becomes Chief of Police there.
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 Secondary characters





	
Julie Teeger[image: External link] (Emmy Clarke[image: External link]) is Natalie's teenage daughter. She first appeared in "Mr. Monk and the Red Herring[image: External link]" (3.10) and last appeared in "Mr. Monk and the End[image: External link] – Part I" (8.15). In her final appearance, Julie prepares to attend college to study theater.

	
Dr. Charles Kroger[image: External link] (Stanley Kamel[image: External link]) was Monk's psychiatrist during the first six seasons of the show. His last appearance is in "Mr. Monk Paints His Masterpiece[image: External link]" (6.14). His character was said to have died of a heart attack when Monk returned for season seven, due to Kamel having died of a heart attack on April 8, 2008, between production of seasons six and seven.[4]


	Dr. Neven Bell[image: External link] (Héctor Elizondo[image: External link]) is Monk's second psychiatrist. He first appears in "Mr. Monk Buys a House[image: External link]" (7.01).[5][6][7] Dr. Bell was introduced in 2008 to replace Dr. Kroger after the death of actor Stanley Kamel.

	
Trudy Monk[image: External link] (Stellina Rusich in the first and second seasons and by Melora Hardin[image: External link] starting in the third season) is Monk's deceased wife. Her husband Monk's attempt to solve her murder is the show's overarching plot arc, from the premiere episode to the 125th, finale episode.

	
Kevin Dorfman[image: External link] (Jarrad Paul[image: External link]) was an accountant[image: External link] and Monk's talkative and nosy upstairs neighbor. He first appears in the season two episode "Mr. Monk and the Paperboy[image: External link]" (2.10). He was murdered by fellow magician Karl Torini in the season seven episode "Mr. Monk and the Magician[image: External link]" (7.15).

	
Harold Krenshaw[image: External link] (Tim Bagley[image: External link]), another patient of Dr. Kroger, is Adrian's intermittent nemesis for much of the series. He and Monk have constant disputes, due to their incompatible obsessions. Harold first appeared in "Mr. Monk and the Girl Who Cried Wolf[image: External link]" (3.06) when he and Monk bickered about the arrangement of magazines in Dr. Kroger's waiting room. In "Mr. Monk and the Election[image: External link]" (3.15) Krenshaw is Natalie's opponent for a spot on the board of her daughter Julie's school. He is prominently mentioned in the beginning of "Mr. Monk and the Actor[image: External link]" (5.01). He plays a critical role in "Mr. Monk Gets a New Shrink[image: External link]" (5.07). He plays an unusual role in "Mr. Monk and the Daredevil[image: External link]" (6.07) with disclosure of details of his past and introduction to his family. After Dr. Kroger dies, Harold constantly tries to discover the identity of Monk's new therapist. He finally does uncover Dr. Bell's name in "Mr. Monk Fights City Hall[image: External link]" (7.16). He bumps into an undercover Monk in "Mr. Monk Is Someone Else[image: External link]" (8.04). In the episode "Mr. Monk Goes to Group Therapy[image: External link]" (8.08), Harold and Monk finally become friends by conquering claustrophobia together. Harold generously leaves the group at the end of the episode so that Monk can share private therapy with Dr. Bell.

	
Benjy Fleming[image: External link] (Kane Ritchotte[image: External link] during the pilot episode and seasons two and three, and Max Morrow[image: External link] during the first season) is Sharona's son. His last appearance is in the season three episode "Mr. Monk and the Employee of the Month[image: External link]" (3.07).

	
Ambrose Monk[image: External link] (John Turturro[image: External link]) is Adrian's agoraphobic[image: External link] brother. He is based on Mycroft Holmes[image: External link]. He first appears in the season two episode "Mr. Monk and the Three Pies[image: External link]" (2.11), for which John Turturro won an Emmy for his performance.

	
Jack Monk[image: External link] (Dan Hedaya[image: External link]) is the father of Adrian and Ambrose. He abandoned the family when Adrian and Ambrose were young (having left for Chinese food and never came back) and started another family. He appears only in the season five episode "Mr. Monk Meets His Dad[image: External link]" (5.09).

	
Jack Monk, Jr.[image: External link] (Steve Zahn[image: External link]) is the other son of Jack Monk, he is Adrian's half brother and a known convict. He appears only in the season seven episode "Mr. Monk's Other Brother[image: External link]" (7.10).

	
Dale "The Whale" Biederbeck[image: External link] (Adam Arkin[image: External link] in the first season, Tim Curry[image: External link] in the second season, and Ray Porter in the sixth season) is Adrian Monk's archenemy and most hated rival. He is a wealthy, morbidly obese financier whom Adrian blames for ruining one of the last years of Trudy's life. He first appears in "Mr. Monk Meets Dale the Whale[image: External link]" (1.03), at the end of which Monk sends him to prison for a murder-for-hire. Biederbeck later appears funneling information to Monk about Trudy's murder in "Mr. Monk Goes to Jail[image: External link]" (2.16). At the end of "Mr. Monk Is on the Run (Part Two)[image: External link]" (6.16), Dale "The Whale" loses his pocket politician (the Lieutenant Governor) during a failed conspiracy to assassinate the governor and is left powerless and without access to the outlandish special privileges he had enjoyed in prison for the remainder of his sentence.

	
Karen Stottlemeyer[image: External link] (Glenne Headly[image: External link]) is Leland Stottlemeyer's wife from the beginning of the series until their divorce in "Mr. Monk and the Captain's Marriage[image: External link]" (4.12). It is later revealed in the season eight episode "Mr. Monk Is the Best Man[image: External link]" (8.13) that she is actually Leland's second wife. She is a filmmaker who specializes in documentaries. She first appears in "Mr. Monk and the Very, Very Old Man[image: External link]" (2.05).

	
Linda Fusco[image: External link] (Sharon Lawrence[image: External link]) is Captain Stottlemeyer's girlfriend in season six. She first appears in "Mr. Monk, Private Eye[image: External link]" (5.05) and later in "Mr. Monk and His Biggest Fan[image: External link]" (6.01). She last appears in "Mr. Monk and the Bad Girlfriend[image: External link]" (6.04).

	
Trudy Jensen[image: External link] (Virginia Madsen) is Captain Stottlemeyer's love interest in season eight. She is a freelance journalist, first appearing in "Happy Birthday, Mr. Monk[image: External link]" (8.09) and marries Stottlemeyer in "Mr. Monk Is the Best Man[image: External link]" (8.13).

	
Marci Maven[image: External link] (Sarah Silverman[image: External link]) is Monk's overzealous admirer. She first appears in "Mr. Monk and the TV Star[image: External link]" (2.12) and later in "Mr. Monk and His Biggest Fan[image: External link]" (6.01), and "Mr. Monk's 100th Case[image: External link]" (7.07).
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 Episodes




Main article: List of Monk episodes[image: External link]




	Season
	Timeslot ( ET[image: External link])
	# Ep.
	Premiered
	Ended
	TV season
	Viewers

(in millions)



	Date
	Premiere

Viewers

(in millions)
	Date
	Finale

Viewers

(in millions)



	1[image: External link]
	Friday 10:00 pm

(July 12, 2002 – March 17, 2006)
	12
	
July 12, 2002


	4.8[8]
	
October 18, 2002


	
	2002
	



	2[image: External link]
	16
	
June 20, 2003


	5.4[9]
	
March 5, 2004


	
	2003–04
	



	3[image: External link]
	16
	
June 18, 2004


	5.5[10]
	
March 4, 2005


	4.44[11]
	2004–05
	



	4[image: External link]
	16
	
July 8, 2005


	6.38[12]
	
March 17, 2006


	5.4[13]
	2005–06
	



	5[image: External link]
	Friday 9:00 pm (July 7 – August 25, 2006)

Friday 10:00 pm (November 17, 2006)

Friday 9:00 pm

(December 22, 2006 – March 2, 2007)
	16
	
July 7, 2006


	5.3[14]
	
March 2, 2007


	5.7[15]
	2006–07
	



	6[image: External link]
	Friday 9:00 pm

(July 13, 2007 – December 4, 2009)
	16
	
July 13, 2007


	4.88[16]
	
February 22, 2008


	6.88[17]
	2007–08
	5.37[18]



	7[image: External link]
	16
	
July 18, 2008


	5.64[19]
	
February 20, 2009


	5.54[20]
	2008–09
	



	8[image: External link]
	16
	
August 7, 2009


	5.14[21]
	
December 4, 2009


	9.44[22]
	2009
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 Episode titles




Much like novels in a series about a starring detective, all but one of the episodes have titles in the form of "Mr. Monk and (a person or thing)", e.g. "Mr. Monk and the Bad Girlfriend", "Mr. Monk (does something)", e.g. "Mr. Monk Goes to the Circus", "Mr. Monk (is something)", e.g. "Mr. Monk Is on the Run[image: External link]", or "Mr. Monk Gets (something)", e.g. "Mr. Monk Gets Hypnotized[image: External link]". The one exception is the season eight episode "Happy Birthday, Mr. Monk[image: External link]".

While solving a murder is the main plot for most episodes, there are a few episodes in which Monk helps investigate other crimes, such as kidnappings[image: External link] in the season two episode "Mr. Monk and the Missing Granny" and the season three episode "Mr. Monk and the Kid", or a failed murder plot in the season six episode "Mr. Monk and the Daredevil". There are a number of times where the episode is not about the murder itself but about finding evidence to arrest the killer, e.g. "Mr. Monk Goes to a Rock Concert", or "Mr. Monk and the Genius", and episodes where the murder is related to the main plot, e.g. in "Mr. Monk on Wheels".

Some episodes actually start as a totally different type of case, but eventually a murder happens, e.g. a suspected abduction turns into a murder case in "Mr. Monk Gets Hypnotized[image: External link]". In season seven[image: External link], in the 100th episode[image: External link], Monk solved his 100th (and 101st) case since his wife's death, a milestone in his career.

In a humorous twist, in the episode "Mr. Monk and His Biggest Fan[image: External link]" Marci Maven (Sarah Silverman[image: External link]) refers directly to cases Monk has solved by the titles of the episodes.
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 Plot formats




Episodes about a murder generally follow one of four basic plot outlines:


	The killer is known, and how the crime was committed is known. The episode is spent trying to find evidence to arrest that person, and these episodes are hence patterned similarly to many episodes of Columbo[image: External link].

	Monk knows who the killer is, and knows what the motive is, but the killer has a seemingly air-tight alibi. The episode is spent trying to break that alibi and find out how the killer did it.

	In a number of episodes, the plot involves trying to find out the killer, how the murder was done, and why.

	In some episodes, the killer's M.O.[image: External link] is known, but not who did it or why.
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 "Here's what happened" segments




Most episodes feature a sequence in which Monk reveals how the crime was committed, almost always prefaced with the words "Here's what happened" (or a variation of that phrase) and shown in black and white[image: External link]. Most of these sequences are featured near the end of the episode, but have occasionally occurred at the beginning ("Mr. Monk Takes the Stand[image: External link]") or towards the middle. Some of these sequences are told in an unusual fashion, such as being told to a bear ("Mr. Monk Goes Camping[image: External link]"), in the form of a bedtime story ("Mr. Monk and the Kid[image: External link]"), being chanted during a ritual at a monastery ("Mr. Monk and the Miracle[image: External link]"), in a dream ("Mr. Monk vs. the Cobra[image: External link]" and "Mr. Monk's Favorite Show[image: External link]"), being told by someone other than Monk (by Sharona in "Mr. Monk Goes To Jail[image: External link]", by Natalie in "Mr. Monk and the Birds and the Bees[image: External link]", and by Disher in "Mr. Monk Visits a Farm[image: External link]"), being rapped out by a rapper (guest star Snoop Dogg[image: External link] in "Mr. Monk and the Rapper[image: External link]"), and being told in another language ("Mr. Monk Falls in Love[image: External link]"). Harold Krenshaw gives a fictitious summation about Monk in "Mr. Monk Goes to Group Therapy[image: External link]". Monk states a summation twice, in flashback and in present, in "Mr. Monk and Little Monk[image: External link]" as himself and as young Monk. In at least three episodes ("Mr. Monk and the Garbage Strike[image: External link]", "Mr. Monk Gets Hypnotized[image: External link]", and "Mr. Monk and the Lady Next Door[image: External link]"), Monk gives multiple versions of the same summation, but all except for the last one are false as a result of his being unable to concentrate. In "Mr. Monk Gets Cabin Fever[image: External link]", Monk and Disher give simultaneous summations of different crimes.

There are only a few episodes that do not contain a summation. The first episode not to feature a summation was the season one episode "Mr. Monk and the Airplane[image: External link]".
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 Production




According to an interview with executive producer David Hoberman,[23] ABC[image: External link] first conceived the series as a police show with an Inspector Clouseau[image: External link]-like character suffering from obsessive–compulsive disorder[image: External link]. Hoberman said ABC[image: External link] wanted Michael Richards[image: External link] for the show,[23] but Richards turned it down. Hoberman brought in Andy Breckman[image: External link] as creator, and Breckman, inspired by Sherlock Holmes[image: External link], introduced Dr. Kroger as a Doctor Watson[image: External link]-like character and an Inspector Lestrade[image: External link]-like character which eventually became Captain Stottlemeyer[image: External link].

Although ABC[image: External link] originated the show, the network handed it off to the USA Network[image: External link]. USA is now owned by NBC (NBC Universal[image: External link]).[24] Monk was the first ABC Studios[image: External link]-produced show aired on USA Network[image: External link] instead of ABC[image: External link]. Although ABC initially refused Monk, they did air repeats of the show on ABC in the summer and fall of 2002, and then again in the spring of 2004. On January 12, 2006, USA Network[image: External link] announced that Monk had been picked up through at least season six as one of the "highest-rated series in cable history."[25] An in-joke reference to this contract renewal was also inserted into the episode "Mr. Monk and the Big Reward[image: External link]", which aired around this time.

Season five premiered Friday, July 7, 2006, at 9:00 p.m. Eastern time. This marked the first time change for the program, which aired at 10:00 p.m. during its first four seasons. The change allowed the show to work as a lead-in to a new USA Network series, Psych[image: External link], another offbeat detective program. Monk has followed a consistent format of airing half of its 16 episodes in mid-year and the second half early the following year, with the exception of the first season, which broadcast entirely from July 2002 through October 2002, and the final season, which broadcast entirely between August and December 2009.

Previously aired episodes of Monk began airing on NBC Universal[image: External link] sibling network NBC April 6, 2008. NBC eyed the show because its block with Psych could be plugged into NBC's schedule intact. The shows were being used to increase the amount of scripted programming on the network as production of its own scripted programming ramped back up following the writers' strike.[26] Ratings for the broadcast debut were well below NBC averages for the time period. The show came in third behind Big Brother 9[image: External link] on CBS and Oprah's Big Give[image: External link] on ABC.[27]
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 Location




Although set in the San Francisco[image: External link] Bay Area[image: External link], Monk is for the most part shot elsewhere except for occasional exteriors featuring city landmarks. The pilot episode was shot in Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia[image: External link], with some location shooting in San Francisco, and the subsequent season one episodes were shot in the Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link], area.[28] Most of the episodes from seasons two through six were filmed in the Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link], area, including on-stage at Ren-Mar Studios[image: External link] for seasons two through five and at Paramount Studios[image: External link] for season six. These include the sets for Monk's apartment, the police station and Stottlemeyer's office, Dr. Kroger's office and Natalie's house.[29] In season two, episode eight, a building for the Toronto Star[image: External link] can also be seen in a cut scene.

In the later part of season 4, there was some on-location filming done in San Francisco. Many portions of the episode "Mr. Monk and the Big Reward" were noticeably shot on location, including a climactic chase scene where Monk and Natalie are chased by three bounty hunters.[30] Other filming was done in Chinatown[image: External link], which is shown in the opening of "Mr. Monk Gets Jury Duty[image: External link]" as Stottlemeyer and Disher chase wanted fugitive Miguel Escobar (Carlos Gomez[image: External link]) up Jackson Street. In "Mr. Monk and the Astronaut," some on-location filming was done at Edwards Air Force Base[image: External link].
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 Theme music




During the first season of Monk, the series used a jazzy instrumental intro to the show by songwriter Jeff Beal[image: External link], performed by guitarist Grant Geissman[image: External link].[31] The theme won the 2003 Emmy Award[image: External link] for Best Main Title Music.[32]

NYC actor Colter Rule was hired by USA Network to do all radio and TV promos for the series from its inception, lending an ironic, understated tone which contributed to the show's early popularity. The original tag was "Monk! America's Favorite Defective Detective!" When season two began, the series received a new theme song, entitled "It's a Jungle Out There[image: External link]", by Randy Newman[image: External link]. Reaction to the new theme was mixed. A review of season two in the New York Daily News included a wish that producers would revert to the original theme.[33] Shalhoub expressed his support for the new theme in USA Today, saying its "dark and mournful sound,… [its] tongue-in-cheek, darkly humorous side… completely fits the tone of the show."[34] Newman was awarded the 2004 Emmy Award[image: External link] for Best Main Title Music for "It's a Jungle Out There".[35]

The show made self-deprecating references to the theme music controversy in the episode "Mr. Monk and the TV Star", where obsessed fan Marci Maven and Sharona both express distaste for the new theme music to a CSI parody called Crime Lab: SF. In the epilogue of the story, Marci implores Monk to promise her that he will never change the theme music if he ever gets his own show. When Monk agrees to the promise (only so he can go back to bed), the original music is heard as the scene fades to credits, and it plays through the credits.

The original theme is heard in the season three episode "Mr. Monk and the Game Show". It is also heard in several other episodes as the show enters the credits and then leads into the new theme's instrumental. In the season five episode "Mr. Monk and the Leper", while looking around a victim's apartment, Randy doodles out the old theme song on the piano, much to Stottlemeyer's exasperation. The music was also heard in the season seven episode "Mr. Monk and the Bully". The latest use of the original theme music was in the season eight episode "Happy Birthday, Mr. Monk" in 2009.

In the season six episode "Mr. Monk and the Rapper", Snoop Dogg[image: External link] guest-starred as Murderuss, a rapper who is being wrongly accused of car-bombing a rival rapper. For the episode, Snoop Dogg also performed a hip-hop cover of "It's a Jungle Out There" which substitutes for Randy Newman's version in the opening credits, and later is heard at the end before transitioning into the regular credit music. The June 16, 2008, re-airing of the pilot episode featured a new credit sequence with the Newman theme. The season eight episode "Happy Birthday, Mr. Monk" features a slower version of the original theme with a muted trumpet playing the melody.

Randy Newman also wrote a new song for the final episode entitled "When I'm Gone". The song was released on iTunes on December 1, 2009 and won the 2010 Emmy Award for Outstanding Original Music and Lyrics.

For a few episodes where Trudy is featured, a somber but pleasant ending theme was used. The ending theme is last used in "Mr. Monk vs. the Cobra[image: External link]".
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 Reception
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 Accolades




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Monk[image: External link]


The series was given many awards and nominations, including winning eight Emmy Awards[image: External link], one Golden Globe Award and two Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other media
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 Little Monk




Main article: Little Monk[image: External link]


USA Network premiered a ten-episode online series entitled "Little Monk" on August 22, 2009. It includes Adrian Monk and Ambrose Monk during their middle-school years, bringing a back story to Monk's detective skills and phobias. As they would have been middle schoolers in the late 1960s and early 1970s, however, viewers will see anachronisms[image: External link]; the various cars seen in the episodes, as well as some of the clothes, do not belong to the period.
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 TV movie




On February 17, 2012, Andy Breckman[image: External link] announced that a script had been completed for a TV movie titled Mr. Monk For Mayor. Breckman stated that the film should begin production in summer 2012 in California for a release date in December 2012. Breckman also stated that he hoped a sequel would be produced as well.[36] The idea was rejected for budgetary reasons.[37]
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 Soundtrack




The show's soundtrack[image: External link] features its original music score, composed by Jeff Beal[image: External link].
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 Podcast




A "behind the scenes" audio podcast entitled "Lunch at Monk" is available for download through the USA website.[38] In the podcast, cast and crew members of the show are interviewed over lunch.
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 Novel series




Since 2006, during the airing of season four, Lee Goldberg[image: External link] has produced a series of novels based on the original television series.[39] All of the novels are narrated by Natalie Teeger[image: External link], Monk's second assistant. For the most part, the novels remain faithful to the television series, with slight discontinuity. Two of the novels were later adapted into regular episodes. On December 31, 2012, the last novel to be written by Lee Goldberg was released. After Lee Goldberg left the series Hy Conrad[image: External link] wrote four more books, ending with Mr. Monk and the New Lieutenant.[40]



	Number
	Title
	Author
	ISBN
	Publication date
	Notes



	1
	Mr. Monk Goes to the Firehouse[image: External link]
	Lee Goldberg[image: External link]
	0-451-21729-2[image: External link]
	January 3, 2006
	Adapted in 2006 into the season 5 episode "Mr. Monk Can't See a Thing[image: External link]"



	2
	Mr. Monk Goes to Hawaii[image: External link]
	0-451-21900-7[image: External link]
	July 5, 2006
	



	3
	Mr. Monk and the Blue Flu[image: External link]
	0-451-22013-7[image: External link]
	January 2, 2007
	Adapted in 2009 into the season 8 episode "Mr. Monk and the Badge[image: External link]"



	4
	Mr. Monk and the Two Assistants[image: External link]
	0-451-22097-8[image: External link]
	July 3, 2007
	First appearance of Sharona Fleming[image: External link] in any Monk-related media since 2004. Rendered non-canon by the episode "Mr. Monk and Sharona".



	5
	Mr. Monk in Outer Space[image: External link]
	0-451-22098-6[image: External link]
	October 30, 2007
	



	6
	Mr. Monk Goes to Germany[image: External link]
	0-451-22099-4[image: External link]
	July 1, 2008
	This novel was written before, but published after, the airing of "Mr. Monk Is on the Run[image: External link]", so events in this story run contrary to the series timeline. The foreword acknowledges some discontinuity.



	7
	Mr. Monk Is Miserable[image: External link]
	0-451-22515-5[image: External link]
	December 2, 2008
	Direct sequel to Mr. Monk Goes to Germany.



	8
	Mr. Monk and the Dirty Cop[image: External link]
	0-451-22698-4[image: External link]
	July 7, 2009
	



	9
	Mr. Monk in Trouble[image: External link]
	0-451-22905-3[image: External link]
	December 1, 2009
	Excerpt "The Case of the Piss-Poor Gold" was published in Ellery Queen Mystery Magazine, November 2009



	10
	Mr. Monk Is Cleaned Out[image: External link]
	0-451-23009-4[image: External link]
	July 6, 2010[41]
	



	11
	Mr. Monk on the Road[image: External link]
	0-451-23211-9[image: External link]
	January 4, 2011
	Excerpt "Mr. Monk and the Seventeen Steps" was published in Ellery Queen Mystery Magazine, December 2010



	12
	Mr. Monk on the Couch[image: External link]
	0-451-23386-7[image: External link]
	June 7, 2011
	Excerpt "Mr. Monk and the Sunday Paper" was published in Ellery Queen Mystery Magazine, June/July 2011



	13
	Mr. Monk on Patrol[image: External link]
	0-451-23664-5[image: External link]
	January 3, 2012[42]
	



	14
	Mr. Monk Is a Mess[image: External link]
	0-451-23687-4[image: External link]
	June 5, 2012[43]
	Direct sequel to Mr. Monk on Patrol



	15
	Mr. Monk Gets Even[image: External link]
	0-451-23915-6[image: External link]
	December 31, 2012[44]
	Direct sequel to Mr Monk Is a Mess



	16
	Mr. Monk Helps Himself[image: External link]
	Hy Conrad[image: External link]
	0-451-24093-6[image: External link]
	June 4, 2013
	



	17
	Mr. Monk Gets on Board[image: External link]
	0-451-24095-2[image: External link]
	January 7, 2014
	Direct sequel to Mr. Monk Helps Himself. The novel itself was noted by Conrad to have been adapted from a never-filmed season 3 script for an episode called "Mr. Monk Is At Sea", which would have had Monk and Sharona investigate a murder on a cruise ship. That episode was never filmed because no cruise line, out of sensitivity to the plot, wanted to loan a ship to the production crew to use for shooting.



	18
	Mr. Monk Is Open for Business[image: External link]
	0-451-47056-7[image: External link]
	June 3, 2014
	Direct sequel to Mr. Monk Gets on Board.



	19
	Mr. Monk and the New Lieutenant
	0-451-47058-3[image: External link]
	January 6, 2015
	Direct sequel to Mr. Monk Is Open for Business. It is confirmed by Hy Conrad through his Facebook and website that New Lieutenant will be the final Monk novel he will write for the series.
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 DVD releases




Universal Studios Home Entertainment[image: External link] has released all 8 seasons of Monk on DVD in Region 1. On October 5, 2010, Universal released Monk- The Complete Series: Limited edition boxset on DVD in Region 1. A 32-disc set featuring all 8 seasons of the series as well as special features and a collectible 32-page booklet.[45]

Monk episodes from seasons 1–8 are also available on iTunes. All seasons are also available in HD format. It should be noted that the Region 2 DVDs of seasons 1–3 are in the 4:3 aspect ratio.



	DVD name
	Ep#
	Release dates



	Region 1[image: External link]
	Region 2[image: External link]
	Region 4[image: External link]



	Season One
	13
	June 15, 2004[46]
	December 27, 2004
	January 18, 2005



	Season Two
	16
	January 11, 2005[47]
	July 18, 2005
	September 21, 2005



	Season Three
	16
	June 5, 2005[48]
	February 27, 2006
	March 22, 2006



	Season Four
	16
	June 27, 2006[49]
	September 18, 2006
	November 15, 2006



	Season Five
	16
	June 26, 2007[50]
	September 17, 2007
	April 1, 2009



	Season Six
	16
	July 8, 2008[51]
	September 8, 2008
	February 3, 2010



	Season Seven
	16
	July 21, 2009[52]
	August 23, 2010[53]
	June 30, 2010[54]



	Season Eight
	16
	March 16, 2010[55]
	May 9, 2011[56]
	December 1, 2010[57]



	Complete Series
	125
	October 5, 2010
	August 29, 2011
	December 7, 2016
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Medium (TV series)






Medium is an American television drama series that premiered on NBC on January 3, 2005, ending its run on that network on June 1, 2009. The series then moved to CBS[image: External link] on September 25, 2009, which announced on December 21, 2010 that the show had been canceled after seven seasons.[2] The series finale aired on January 21, 2011, exactly a month later.

Themed on supernatural[image: External link] gifts, its lead character, Allison DuBois (played by Patricia Arquette), is a medium[image: External link] employed as a consultant for the Phoenix, Arizona[image: External link] district attorney[image: External link]'s office. Allison and her husband Joe (Jake Weber[image: External link]) are the parents of three daughters, all of whom inherited Allison's gift. The show was initially based on the experiences of medium Allison DuBois[image: External link], who claims she has worked with law enforcement agencies across the country in criminal investigations.

Medium was created by Glenn Gordon Caron[image: External link] and was produced by his company Picturemaker Productions[image: External link] and Kelsey Grammer[image: External link]'s Grammnet Productions[image: External link] in association with Paramount Network Television[image: External link] from 2005–06, CBS Paramount Network Television[image: External link] from 2006–09 (after the split of Viacom[image: External link] and CBS Corporation[image: External link]), and finally CBS Television Studios[image: External link] from 2009 until the series ended.

The series aired on NBC during its first five seasons before switching to CBS for the sixth and seventh seasons. The production division of CBS had assumed production of Medium in 2006 after absorbing the television arm of the Paramount Pictures[image: External link] film studio.[3] Paramount's home entertainment arm[image: External link] still held DVD distribution rights in conjunction with CBS DVD[image: External link].[4]
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 Episodes




Main article: List of Medium episodes[image: External link]




	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired



	Season premiere[image: External link]
	Season finale[image: External link]
	Network



	
	1[image: External link]
	16
	January 3, 2005
	May 23, 2005
	NBC



	
	2[image: External link]
	22
	September 19, 2005
	May 22, 2006



	
	3[image: External link]
	22
	November 15, 2006
	May 16, 2007



	
	4[image: External link]
	16
	January 7, 2008
	May 12, 2008



	
	5[image: External link]
	19
	February 2, 2009
	June 1, 2009



	
	6[image: External link]
	22
	September 25, 2009
	May 21, 2010
	CBS[image: External link]



	
	7[image: External link]
	13
	September 24, 2010
	January 21, 2011




Allison DuBois[image: External link] (Patricia Arquette), a mother of three, has the gift of being able to talk to dead people, as well as foresee events and witness past events in her dreams. When she begins working for Phoenix District Attorney Manuel Devalos (Miguel Sandoval[image: External link]) as an intern, she has a dream related to a murder in Texas, the successful solving of which convinces Devalos and others working in the D.A.'s office – as well as herself and her husband Joe (Jake Weber[image: External link]) – that her gift is real.

One challenge is convincing Devalos — and other doubters in the criminal justice system — that her psychic abilities can give them the upper hand when it comes to solving crimes. Information comes to her in dreams or in cryptic visions that sometimes do not mean what they initially suggest. The other is convincing Joe that her nightmares are visions based in reality and that she's not simply neurotic.

In police investigations, Allison often accompanies Det. Lee Scanlon (David Cubitt[image: External link]), who initially did not believe in her gift. Allison sometimes bends the rules when she is determined to stop a crime about which she has had a vision. Additionally, Allison has helped and been helped by Captain Kenneth Push of the Texas Rangers[image: External link] (Arliss Howard[image: External link]), the first law-enforcement person to whom Allison revealed her gift, and Cynthia Keener (Anjelica Huston) of AmeriTips, a nationwide private detective agency. In season four, it was revealed that Cynthia had a missing daughter. Allison's dreams showed that Cynthia's daughter was dead. Cynthia made a choice to kill the murderer of her daughter and go to prison. Cynthia later appeared in season five to help Allison on a case. Also during this season, it was revealed that Lynn DiNovi (Tina DiJoseph[image: External link]), Lee's live-in lover and an assistant to the Mayor of Phoenix, had become pregnant with Lee's child. In the season five finale, Allison discovers that she has a tumor on her brainstem[image: External link]. To prevent the brutal murders of her family in the future, Allison risked her life as she postponed the critical surgery fearing it would prevent her from solving the case. During her operation the tumor was successfully removed, except for a small piece deeply embedded in her brainstem, Joe is told that Allison is in a coma and may not survive.

In the sixth-season premiere episode, Allison awoke from the coma and was suffering the consequences of postponing the surgery. Allison's psychic abilities slowly begin to resurface as a form of déjà vu[image: External link]. At the end of the episode, Allison is also slowly recovering her physical abilities.

Since the season six premiere, eldest daughter Ariel (Sofia Vassilieva[image: External link]) has taken the role of nurturing her siblings Bridgette (Maria Lark[image: External link]) and Marie (Carabello twins). Ariel also falls victim to a body possession, from which she recovers with Allison's help. After her surgery, Allison gets back to her normal routine working alongside Devalos and Lee, with possible side effects of her surgery affecting her dreams. Also, Lee proposes to Lynn. As the season progresses, Ariel's transformation from a young girl into a mature woman was shown in the episode "Time Keeps on Slippin'", where she solves a crime in the future. In the season finale, Allison receives a letter from her neurologist that she needs to be seen about her brain tumor. Meanwhile, Ariel also receives an acceptance letter from a university away from home. The episode begins when Joe awakens to Allison dead in their bed, having died from her tumor during the night. As the family mourns her death, Allison contacts Ariel from the other side, asking her to do one last thing for her before she passes on. However, Ariel decides to follow her own path. She turns to alcohol and leaves Phoenix without telling anyone. Suddenly, Allison awakens in her bed alive, the same morning Joe found her dead. At the end of the episode, Allison, Joe, Ariel, Devalos and his wife Lily, are seen celebrating Lynn and Lee's wedding, all toasting to their bright futures.

In the seventh and final season, a division is created between Allison and Joe because of their desired career paths. At work, Manuel wants to run for Mayor but fears the publicity of his daughter's suicide will be used against his family; however, Lily agrees to help him campaign. Allison wishes to go back to law school because she may lose her job if Manuel is elected. Meanwhile, Joe wants to obtain an MBA, but they cannot afford for both of them to attend school. Despite Allison's wishes, Joe enrolls in school, not knowing that Allison has done the same. In the episode, "Native Tongue" Allison cannot understand any word said to her, testing Joe's patience. At the end of the episode, the two reconcile, but Joe's unhappiness is still evident. Ariel leaves for college. Scanlon's brother's ghost comes to entice him into doing wrong. Scanlon's actions nearly end his relationship with Allison. In the episode "Blood on the Tracks", Joe's mother Marjorie has been diagnosed with brain cancer. When Joe sees his mother in the hospital, she tells him she's been reassured by Allison, who had lied to her in season four's "Burn Baby Burn" about her chances of survival. That same night, Marjorie dies and Allison and the kids join Joe in Michigan, who is staying at Marjorie's home. In the middle of the night, Allison is visited by Marjorie's ghost who warns her of upcoming "darkness" in her life, but before she can elaborate, Joe enters the room and Marjorie disappears, leaving Allison in fear of the darkness to come.

In the series finale, Allison receives a phone call from Joe in the midst of a plane crash that leaves no survivors. The episode cuts to seven years later, at which time Allison is an attorney building a case against a Mexican drug dealer. Allison and Marie, now a teenager, live alone. Marie cannot forgive her father for never visiting them as a ghost, something that has plagued Allison all these years. Through her dreams, Allison sees that Joe never died, but washed up on the coast of Mexico with amnesia. A crooked cop had concealed Joe's past and was using him as an unsuspecting drug mule to transport narcotics. Against Devalos' orders, Allison strikes a deal with the drug dealer to learn Joe's location. The two are reunited, but at this point Allison wakes up in the present to see Joe's ghost. He informs her that his plane's engine failed after it departed Hawaii and that no one survived the crash. Joe sent Allison a dream of her life seven years in the future to show her that she could live an enriching, independent life. However, Allison's love for Joe overpowered the original vision and crafted an alternate reality in which she found Joe alive. Joe's ghost leaves as Allison cries, unable to accept her husband's death. The episode cuts to 41 years later, showcasing photos of the life that Allison has had. As Allison listens to a voice mail from her great-granddaughter, she slumps in her chair. In death, she is reunited with Joe, who has waited for her, and they kiss.
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 Family




All of Allison's daughters appear to have inherited her gift. Ariel and Bridgette have visions or dreams, which usually occur when their mother is searching for answers to her own dreams. In the third season, Marie also begins to exhibit paranormal abilities. She has been shown viewing a premium TV channel that the family does not subscribe to, reading the mind of her optometrist to pass her eye exam, and unknowingly using paper dolls to predict the future of her father's company. In the fifth season, Marie has her first psychic dream, where she sees herself on stage with stage fright during a school play. In earlier seasons, Bridgette appears not to be bothered by her abilities, but during the fourth season she has moments of frustration when trying to understand her visions or communicate them to her parents. Ariel has a harder time coping with her developing gifts.

The second-season episode, "Sweet Child O'Mine", reveals that Allison and Joe lost their first child, a boy they planned to name Bryan. Around the anniversary of his loss each year, Allison has dreams of a life where Bryan had grown up as a part of the family, though often in these dreams he dies in front of her.

Allison's younger half-brother, Michael (nicknamed "Lucky"), has the family gift, too, but does not like to acknowledge it.

Initially, Allison believed the gift had skipped a generation and her mother had had no psychic abilities. However, she later discovers that her mother had always possessed the gift but had repressed it.
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 Cast and characters






	Actor/Actress
	Character
	Role
	Notes
	Duration



	Patricia Arquette
	Allison DuBois[image: External link]
	The medium
	Protagonist
	Season 1–7



	Jake Weber[image: External link]
	Joe DuBois
	Allison's husband
	Engineer



	Miguel Sandoval[image: External link]
	Manuel Devalos
	Allison's boss
	District Attorney of Phoenix



	Sofia Vassilieva[image: External link]
	Ariel DuBois
	Oldest DuBois daughter
	Student



	Maria Lark[image: External link]
	Bridgette DuBois
	Middle DuBois daughter
	Student



	David Cubitt[image: External link]
	Lee Scanlon
	Detective
	Allison's co-worker
	Season 2–7

Season 1 (recurring)



	Madison and Miranda Carabello
	Marie DuBois
	Youngest DuBois daughter
	
	Season 1–7 (recurring)



	Tina DiJoseph[image: External link]
	Lynn DiNovi
	Mayor's liaison, later Deputy Mayor
	Lee's girlfriend, later wife
	Season 1–7 (recurring)



	Ryan Hurst[image: External link]/

David Arquette[image: External link]
	Michael "Lucky" Benoit
	Allison's half-brother
	Hurst in first three seasons, Arquette in seventh
	Seasons 1–3 (recurring)

Season 7 (recurring)



	Arliss Howard[image: External link]
	Kenneth Push
	Captain of the Texas Rangers
	meets Allison in the Pilot episode
	Seasons 1–3 (recurring)



	Holliston Coleman[image: External link]
	Hannah
	Ariel's best friend
	Student
	Seasons 1–6 (recurring)



	Bruce Gray[image: External link]
	Mr. Dubois
	Joe's father (already deceased from season 1)
	Ghost
	Season 1–7 (recurring)



	Kathy Baker
	Mrs. Dubois
	Joe's mother (deceased from season 7)
	Dies from cancer in the season seven episode "Blood on the Tracks"
	Seasons 1–7 (recurring)



	Margo Martindale[image: External link]
	A psychic whom Allison later depends on
	A friend/mentor of Allison's
	Helped Allison when she was a novice and coming to terms with her special gifts. Started in Episode 1.1
	Seasons 1-4 (recurring)



	Olivia Sandoval
	Manny's daughter
	A ghost who helps her father
	Her mysterious suicide is a recurring theme. She is played by the real life daughter of Miguel Sandoval
	Seasons 3 and 6 (recurring)



	Kurtwood Smith[image: External link]
	Edward Cooper
	FBI agent (deceased)
	Ghost
	Seasons 3–5 (recurring)



	Roxanne Hart[image: External link]
	Lily Devalos
	Manuel's wife
	
	Seasons 3–7 (recurring)



	John Prosky
	Tom Van Dyke
	Former district attorney and Manuel's rival, later deceased
	Some see Van Dyke as a smug and ruthless attorney, but he gets cancer and asks for Allison's help, leading to a reconciliation at the end of season 4.
	Seasons 3 & 4 (recurring)



	Anjelica Huston
	Cynthia Keener
	AmeriTips investigator and Allison's employer in season 4
	Arrested for the murder of her daughter's killer
	Seasons 4 & 5 (recurring)



	Annamarie Kenoyer[image: External link]
	Ashley Whitaker
	Ariel's friend
	
	Seasons 5 & 6 (recurring)
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 Notable guest stars






	David Arquette[image: External link]

	Richmond Arquette[image: External link]

	Rosanna Arquette

	Bruce Gray[image: External link]

	Morena Baccarin[image: External link]

	Diedrich Bader[image: External link]

	Allyce Beasley[image: External link]

	Robert Beltran[image: External link]

	Emily Bergl[image: External link]

	Christian Camargo[image: External link]

	Neve Campbell

	David Carradine[image: External link]

	Margaret Colin[image: External link]

	Zach Grenier[image: External link]

	Steven Culp[image: External link]

	Blythe Danner

	Gretchen Egolf[image: External link]

	David James Elliott[image: External link]

	Roxanne Hart[image: External link]

	Oded Fehr[image: External link]

	Tony Curran[image: External link]

	Miguel Ferrer[image: External link]

	Noel Fisher[image: External link]

	Kyle Gallner[image: External link]

	Willie Garson[image: External link]

	Rebecca Gayheart[image: External link]

	Khary Payton[image: External link]

	Lily Rabe[image: External link]

	Balthazar Getty[image: External link]

	Peri Gilpin[image: External link]

	John Glover[image: External link]

	Adam Goldberg[image: External link]

	Kelsey Grammer[image: External link]

	Michael Gross[image: External link]

	Richard Harmon[image: External link]

	Kurtwood Smith[image: External link]

	Wilson Jermaine Heredia[image: External link]

	Zoe Kazan[image: External link]

	Howie Mandel[image: External link]

	Gregory Itzin[image: External link]

	Thomas Jane[image: External link]

	Wallace Langham[image: External link]

	Chad Lowe[image: External link]

	Jennifer Lawrence

	Vanessa Marano[image: External link]

	Anjelica Huston

	Kathy Baker

	Will McCormack[image: External link]

	Joe Manganiello[image: External link]

	Margo Martindale[image: External link]

	Jennette McCurdy[image: External link]

	Robert Joy[image: External link]

	Charlie McDermott[image: External link]

	Del Monroe[image: External link]

	David Morse[image: External link]

	Marianne Muellerleile[image: External link]

	Thomas Ian Nicholas[image: External link]

	Dean Norris[image: External link]

	Conor O'Farrell[image: External link]

	Johnny Pacar[image: External link]

	Danielle Panabaker[image: External link]

	Kay Panabaker[image: External link]

	Cassandra Peterson[image: External link]

	Gina Philips[image: External link]

	Tania Raymonde[image: External link]

	Dahlia Salem[image: External link]

	Tim Guinee[image: External link]

	Kamala Lopez[image: External link]

	Sasha Pieterse[image: External link]

	Xander Berkeley[image: External link]

	Mitch Pileggi[image: External link]

	Tracy Pollan[image: External link]

	Laura Prepon[image: External link]

	Kelly Preston[image: External link]

	Diane Venora

	Elisabeth Moss[image: External link]

	Amy Price-Francis[image: External link]

	Jason Priestley[image: External link]

	Molly Ringwald[image: External link]

	Kathleen Robertson[image: External link]

	William Sadler[image: External link]

	Laura San Giacomo[image: External link]

	Jessy Schram[image: External link]

	Mark Sheppard[image: External link]

	Jess Weixler[image: External link]

	Tony Sirico[image: External link]

	Kate Burton[image: External link]

	Gina St. John[image: External link]

	Eric Stoltz[image: External link]

	Emma Stone

	Grace Zabriskie[image: External link]

	Martha Plimpton[image: External link]

	Jeffrey Tambor[image: External link]

	Nancy Travis[image: External link]

	Billy Unger[image: External link]

	James Van Der Beek[image: External link]

	Rumer Willis[image: External link]

	Peter Wingfield[image: External link]

	Sam Trammell[image: External link]

	Natalie Zea[image: External link]
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 Reception
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 Ratings and broadcasts




The series premiere received 16.13 million viewers and a 6.3 rating in the 18–49 demo against CSI: Miami[image: External link]'s 18.17 million and 6.6 rating.[5] Medium was a consistent performer throughout its first season and landed in the Nielsen Top 20 with an average of 13.9 million viewers.[6] The series remained in its original time slot for the second season when the network announced its Fall 2005 schedule. Throughout the season, the series experienced a decline in viewership, pulling an average of 11 million viewers.[7] Medium was renewed for a third season in April 2006,[8] but was missing from NBC's Fall 2006 schedule. The series was slated to return in early 2007; however, in October it was announced that production would resume immediately for a third season start-up on November 15, 2006, replacing the time slot vacated by Kidnapped[image: External link].[9] Its move to the Wednesday time slot opposite CBS' CSI: NY[image: External link] and ABC's Lost[image: External link] led to some ratings erosion, in comparison to the ratings success of the first two seasons, with year-end ratings for the third season dipping into single-digit millions of viewers.[10][11] Despite the ratings decline on Wednesdays, the series was seen by the network as a reliable self-starter, building on its then lead-in Crossing Jordan[image: External link].[12] The ratings decline put the series on the bubble for renewal, but the series showed signs of life when NBC requested six additional scripts in April 2007.[11]

Renewal for a fourth season of Medium was announced on May 7, 2007, with an undetermined premiere date and number of episodes.[13] It was the seventh series to be renewed by the network, behind solid performers Heroes[image: External link] and Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link].[12] One week later, the network announced that Medium would move to the Sunday 9 p.m. time slot upon its return in January 2008.[14] News on the series' return did not come until December 2007 when NBC announced that the fourth season would begin in January in its original Monday 10 p.m. time slot,[15] despite the WGA Strike of 2007, which forced the show to cease production, allowing for only nine segments/episodes to be filmed.[16] Scheduling returning mid-season shows in timeslots where they were previously successful was a pattern for NBC during the strike: Law & Order[image: External link] returned to Wednesdays at 10 and The Apprentice[image: External link] was back on Thursdays at 9:00 p.m.[17]

With the ratings improvement Medium demonstrated in its fourth season after returning to Mondays, it was one of the first series to be renewed in an early announcement in April 2008 from NBC regarding its 2008–09 season.[18] Similar to the previous season, Medium was initially scheduled to move to the Sunday night line-up; however, a December 2008 press release revealed that the fifth season would air in the series' original Monday night 10 p.m. time slot.[19]

After some ratings erosion during its fifth season, NBC renewed Medium for an abridged[image: External link] sixth season in early May 2009.[20] However, within a week negotiations stalled over episode count[21] and subsequently NBC decided not to renew the series despite the fact that it outperformed some of the network's renewed shows.[22] Within 24 hours of NBC's cancellation, CBS, whose production arm produces the series, renewed the show for a full, 22-episode, sixth season,[23] placing it in the Friday at 9:00 p.m. slot between fellow CBS in-house productions Ghost Whisperer[image: External link] (which had a similar theme to Medium) and Numb3rs[image: External link].[24] CBS first aired this series with a rerun episode on July 21, 2009. The sixth season premiered on Friday, September 25, 2009 at 9pm.[25] Throughout its sixth season, Medium and its lead-in Ghost Whisperer won their respective time slots on most Fridays, and each show took turns being the most-watched show of the night.[26] As the season drew to a close, Ghost Whisperer was considered a definite renewal, whereas Medium was once again on the bubble for renewal.[27] However, in a dramatic move from CBS, the network announced on May 18, 2010, that Medium was renewed for a seventh season, while seven other series, including Ghost Whisperer, were canceled by the network.[28] TVbytheNumbers.com speculated that the decision was made because Medium is fully owned by CBS, while Ghost Whisperer was split between CBS and ABC.[29] Upon its return in September 2010, Medium took over the Friday 8 p.m. slot vacated by Ghost Whisperer.

On October 26, 2010, CBS ordered the seventh and final season cut from 22 to 13 episodes.[30] On November 15, 2010, Arquette told Entertainment Weekly that the show "got canceled" and had only two more episodes to shoot. She also said the writers were excited that they would be able to end the show properly.[31] On November 18, series creator Glenn Gordon Caron posted to both the Medium Facebook[image: External link] page and the CBS forums, stating that the show had been canceled and that the series finale would be broadcast on January 21, 2011.[32] CBS confirmed the cancellation with a press release on December 21, 2010, which also confirmed the series finale date of January 21.[2]
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 Seasonal ratings/broadcast history




Seasonal rankings (based on average total viewers per episode) of Medium.

Note: Each U.S. network television season generally starts in late September and ends in late May (except for the fifth season), which coincides with the completion of May sweeps[image: External link]. Times mentioned in this section are in Eastern Time.



	Season
	Network
	Time slot
	Season premiere
	Season finale
	Episode

count
	TV season
	Season

rank
	Viewers

(in millions)



	1[image: External link]
	NBC
	Monday 10:00 pm
	January 3, 2005
	May 23, 2005
	16
	2004–2005
	#19
	13.9[6]



	2[image: External link]
	September 19, 2005
	May 22, 2006
	22
	2005–2006
	#31
	11.2[7]



	3[image: External link]
	Wednesday 10:00 pm
	November 15, 2006
	May 16, 2007
	22
	2006–2007
	#51
	8.3[10]



	4[image: External link]
	Monday 10:00 pm
	January 7, 2008
	May 12, 2008
	16
	2007–2008
	#41
	10.47[33]



	5[image: External link]
	February 2, 2009
	June 1, 2009
	19
	2008–2009
	#61
	8.45[34]



	6[image: External link]
	CBS
	Friday 9:00 pm
	September 25, 2009
	May 21, 2010
	22
	2009–2010
	#53
	7.79[35]



	7[image: External link]
	Friday 8:00 pm
	September 24, 2010
	January 21, 2011
	13
	2010–2011
	#57
	7.8[36]
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	Awards and nominations for



	Year
	Group
	Award
	Result
	Recipient(s)



	2005
	BMI Film & TV Awards
	BMI TV Music Award
	Won
	Mychael Danna, Jeff Beal



	Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Lead Actress in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Won
	Patricia Arquette



	Imagen Foundation Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor – Television
	Nominated
	Miguel Sandoval



	Satellite Award
	Outstanding Actress in a Series, Drama
	Nominated
	Patricia Arquette



	Outstanding Actor in a Series, Drama
	Nominated
	Jake Weber



	2006
	ASCAP Film and Television Music Awards
	ASCAP Award – Top TV Series
	Won
	Sean Callery



	Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy & Horror Films[image: External link]
	Saturn Award – Best Actress in a Television Program
	Nominated
	Patricia Arquette



	Golden Globe Award
	Best Actress in a Television Series – Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Patricia Arquette



	Motion Picture Sound Editors[image: External link]
	Golden Reel Award – Best Sound Editing in Television Short Form – Music
	Won
	Robert Cotnoir (music editor) For "The Song Remains the Same"



	Screen Actors Guild[image: External link]
	Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Drama Series
	Nominated
	Patricia Arquette



	Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	Best Performance in a TV Series (Drama) – Supporting Young Actress
	Won
	Sofia Vassilieva



	Best Performance in a TV Series (Comedy or Drama) – Young Actress Age Ten or Younger
	Nominated
	Maria Lark



	2007
	ALMA Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Supporting Actor – Television Series, Mini-Series or Television Movie
	Nominated
	Miguel Sandoval



	Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy & Horror Films
	Saturn Award – Best Actress in a Television Program
	Nominated
	Patricia Arquette



	Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Lead Actress in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Patricia Arquette



	Golden Globe Award
	Best Actress in a Television Series – Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Patricia Arquette



	Screen Actors Guild
	Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Drama Series
	Nominated
	Patricia Arquette



	Young Artist Awards
	Best Performance in a TV Series (Comedy or Drama) – Young Actress Age Ten or Younger
	Won
	Maria Lark



	2008
	BMI Film & TV Awards
	BMI TV Music Award
	Won
	Mychael Danna



	Golden Globe Award
	Best Actress in a Television Series – Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Patricia Arquette



	Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Guest Actress in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Anjelica Huston



	TV Land Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Character From the Other Side
	Nominated
	Patricia Arquette



	2010
	Screen Actors Guild[image: External link]
	Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Drama Series
	Nominated
	Patricia Arquette
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 DVD releases




CBS DVD[image: External link] (distributed by Paramount[image: External link]) has released all 7 seasons of Medium on DVD in Regions 1, 2 & 4.



	Season
	Ep #
	Discs
	DVD Release dates
	Bonus material (Region 1)



	Region 1
	Region 2
	Region 4



	1
	16
	5
	June 13, 2006
	August 14, 2006
	September 7, 2006
	Extended version of the "Pilot", cast and crew commentaries on select episodes, deleted scenes on select episodes, The Making of Medium, The Story of Medium, Interpreting Allison DeBois, gag reel, TV spots.



	2
	22
	6
	October 3, 2006
	July 9, 2007
	June 6, 2007
	Deleted scenes, cast and crew commentaries on select episodes, The Story of Medium Season 2, Medium in Another Dimension, A Day in the Life of the Dubois Daughters, The Museum of Television & Radio Q&A with Cast and Creative Team, gag reel.



	3
	22
	6
	October 16, 2007
	July 7, 2008
	July 9, 2008
	Cast and crew commentaries on select episodes, Drawing on Dreams, Directing with David Arquette, Acting Is My "Racquet", The Story of Medium Season 3, gag reel, The Making of Medium Season 3.



	4
	16
	4
	September 9, 2008
	June 15, 2009
	June 3, 2009
	Deleted scenes with commentary by Glenn Gordon Caron and Larry Teng, "Joe's Crayon Dream", "Introducing Cynthia Keener", "The Making of Medium Season 4", Gag reel



	5
	19
	5
	October 6, 2009
	August 30, 2010
	July 1, 2010
	Script to Screen "Apocalypse...Now?", Curious Maria, The Making of Medium Season 5, Jake & Patricia Q & A



	6
	22
	6
	October 5, 2010
	July 25, 2011[37]
	July 21, 2011[38]
	The Mind Behind Medium, The 100th Episode of Medium: A Celebration, Zombies on the Loose: The Making of 'Bite Me', The Music of Medium, Non-Fat Double Medium



	7
	13
	4
	June 21, 2011
	July 16, 2012[39]
	July 18, 2012
	The Making of Medium: Season 7, Memories of Medium, Medium: Shadows and Light, Meet Detective Lee Scanlon, Medium Around the World, Bloopers/Gag reel[40]
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Louisville, Colorado






Louisville (/'lu:IsvIl /[image: External link]) Colorado is a Home Rule Municipality[image: External link] in Boulder County[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link], United States[image: External link]. The city population was 18,376 at the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[5] Louisville began as a rough mining community[image: External link] in 1877, suffered through a period of extraordinary labor violence[image: External link] early in the 20th century, and then, when the mines closed in the 1950s, made a transition to a suburban[image: External link] residential community. According to CNN/Money and Money[image: External link] magazine's list of the 100 best places to live in the United States, Louisville was placed third in 2007,[6] first in 2009[7] and 2011,[8] and second in 2013.[9]



TOP
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 Early history




The town of Louisville dates back to the start of the Welch Mine in 1877, the first coal mine in an area of Boulder[image: External link] and Weld[image: External link] counties known as the Northern Coalfield. The town was named for Louis Nawatny, a local landowner who platted his land and named it for himself. Incorporation came several years later, in 1882.[10]

The Northern Coalfield proved to be highly productive, and eventually some 30 different mines operated within the current boundaries of Louisville, though not all at the same time. During the years of peak production (1907–09) twelve mines were in operation in Louisville, including the Acme Mine whose two million tons of coal came from directly beneath the center of town. The presence of many independent mining companies in Louisville saved the town from becoming a "company town[image: External link]", wholly owned and dominated by a single mining company.[10]

Coal from the Northern Coalfield was sub-bituminous[image: External link] (low grade) and could not be transported long distances because of problems with self-combustion. Mining generally took place in winter months since that was the period that demanded fuel for heating. During the summers the miners played in local baseball[image: External link] leagues, with the home field named "Miners Field".

A great deal of mythology[image: External link] has arisen around the stories of tunnels[image: External link] that connected saloons[image: External link] throughout the city, but these have proven to be unfounded and undocumented. Instead, during labor conflicts many citizens found refuge in dirt basements to avoid errant bullets being fired from mine compounds into the city. From 1910–14 the Northern Colorado Coalfields were in the midst of a strike by the United Mine Workers[image: External link] and the Rocky Mountain Fuel Company[image: External link] based on working conditions, pay, and working hours. When miners walked out on the Hecla Mine northeast of Louisville the company hired the Baldwin–Felts Detective Agency[image: External link] to guard the mine compound. A machine gun and spotlight were placed in a tower on the Hecla property, and when miners took out their frustration by shooting their guns at the compound, the detectives responded by returning their fire by randomly firing at the town.[10]

Eventually the coal remaining in the Northern Coalfield became increasingly uneconomical to mine, and the last coal mines operating in Louisville closed in the 1950s.
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 Recent events




In recent years, Louisville has been recognized in several publications as one of the best places to live and raise a family in the United States:


	In July 2005, CNN/Money[image: External link] and Money[image: External link] magazine ranked Louisville[image: External link] fifth on their list of the 100 best places to live in the United States. Criteria included financial, housing, education, quality of life, leisure and culture, and weather data.[11]


	In May 2006, Bert Sperling[image: External link] & Peter Sander, authors of the book Best Places to Raise Your Family: The Top 100 Affordable Communities in the U.S., ranked Louisville first on their list of best places in the U.S. to raise a family.[12][13]


	In August 2007, CNN/Money[image: External link] and Money[image: External link] magazine again ranked Louisville third on their list of the 100 best places to live in the United States.[11]


	In July 2009, CNN/Money[image: External link] and Money[image: External link] magazine named Louisville the Winner and ranked first on their list of 100 best places to live in the United States.[7]


	In July 2011, CNN/Money[image: External link] and Money[image: External link] magazine again named Louisville the Winner and ranked first on their list of 100 best places to live in the United States, the second time it has graced the top slot of the magazines annual listing.[8]


	In July 2012, Family Circle[image: External link] magazine placed Louisville among the top ten "Best Towns for Families".[14] Based on a survey of 3,335 municipalities with populations ranging from 11,000 to 150,000, the list does not assign ranks within the top ten.



As of 2012, the City of Louisville offers its residents a recreation/senior center, 26 city parks, 1,800 acres (730 ha) of open space buffer zones, 26 miles (42 km) of trails and bicycle paths, and an award-winning $9 million public library with study rooms, teen areas, and a fireside reading room. The Louisville Public Library has long had one of the highest circulation rates in the state of Colorado.[15]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1880[image: External link]
	450
	
	—



	1890[image: External link]
	596
	
	32.4%



	1900[image: External link]
	966
	
	62.1%



	1910[image: External link]
	1,706
	
	76.6%



	1920[image: External link]
	1,799
	
	5.5%



	1930[image: External link]
	1,681
	
	−6.6%



	1940[image: External link]
	2,023
	
	20.3%



	1950[image: External link]
	1,978
	
	−2.2%



	1960[image: External link]
	2,073
	
	4.8%



	1970[image: External link]
	2,409
	
	16.2%



	1980[image: External link]
	5,593
	
	132.2%



	1990[image: External link]
	12,361
	
	121.0%



	2000[image: External link]
	18,937
	
	53.2%



	2010[image: External link]
	18,376
	
	−3.0%



	Est. 2016
	20,801
	[16]
	13.2%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[17]






As of the census[image: External link][18] of 2000, there were 18,937 people, 7,216 households, and 4,950 families residing in the city. As of the census[image: External link] of 2010 there were 18,376 people.[19] The population density[image: External link] was 2,223.6 people per square mile (858.2/km²). There were 7,389 housing units at an average density of 867.6 per square mile (334.8/km²). The racial makeup of the city was 91.17% White[image: External link], 0.93% African American[image: External link], 0.54% Native American[image: External link], 3.55% Asian[image: External link], 0.08% Pacific Islander[image: External link], 1.83% from other races[image: External link], and 1.90% from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 5.02% of the population.

There were 7,216 households out of which 41% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 56% were married couples[image: External link] living together, 9% had a female householder with no husband present, and 31% were non-families. 22% of all households were made up of individuals and 5% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.6 and the average family size was 3.1.

In the city, the population was spread out with 29% under the age of 18, 6% from 18 to 24, 36% from 25 to 44, 23% from 45 to 64, and 6% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 36 years. For every 100 females there were 98.6 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 95 males.

The median[image: External link] income[image: External link] for a household in the city was $69,945, and the median income for a family was $92,121. Males had a median income of $57,159 versus $36,659 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city was $31,828. 3% of the population and 2% of families were below the poverty line[image: External link]. 2% of those under the age of 18 and 6% of those 65 and older were living below the poverty line[image: External link].
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 Education




There are six public schools, six private schools, and one Public Library in Louisville.[20] The public secondary schools are Monarch High School[image: External link], Monarch K-8 and Louisville Middle School.
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 High technology




Louisville is the home of several high-technology companies, including the Space Systems component of Sierra Nevada Corporation[image: External link], a prime systems integrator for commercial spacecraft. SNC Space Systems' Dream Chaser[image: External link] was not chosen as one of three commercial spacecraft chosen by NASA[image: External link] to transport astronauts to the International Space Station[image: External link]. It may however help transport supplies.
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 Geography




Louisville is located in southeastern Boulder County at 39°58′34″N 105°8′39″W[image: External link] (39.976035, −105.144067).[21] It is bordered by the city of Lafayette[image: External link] to the northeast, Broomfield[image: External link] to the southeast, and Superior[image: External link] to the south. The unincorporated community of Paragon Estates[image: External link] borders Louisville to the west. U.S. Highway 36[image: External link], the Denver-Boulder Turnpike[image: External link], forms the southwest border of the city. The Northwest Parkway[image: External link], a partial beltway around Denver, passes just to the southeast of Louisville.

According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the city has a total area of 8.0 square miles (20.7 km2), of which 7.9 square miles (20.4 km2) is land and 0.12 square miles (0.3 km2), or 1.35%, is water.[5]
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 Community attractions and lifestyle




Louisville's historical downtown includes Steinbaugh Pavilion,[22] which is used for a concert venue during the summer Louisville Street Faire[23] and an ice rink in the winter months. 740 Front Street is the oldest operating tavern[image: External link] in the state of Colorado.
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The Washington Post






"WaPo" redirects here. For other uses, see WAPO (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Washington Post" and "The Washington Post Times Herald" redirect here. For other uses, see Washington Post (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Washington Post is an American daily newspaper[image: External link]. It is the most widely circulated newspaper[image: External link] published in Washington, D.C.[image: External link], and was founded on December 6, 1877,[7] making it the area's oldest extant newspaper. In 2017, it adopted the slogan "Democracy Dies in Darkness".[8]

Located in the capital city of the United States, the newspaper has a particular emphasis on national politics. Daily editions are printed for the District of Columbia[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link], and Virginia[image: External link]. The newspaper is published as a broadsheet[image: External link], with photographs printed both in color and in black and white.

The newspaper has won 47 Pulitzer Prizes[image: External link]. This includes six separate Pulitzers awarded in 2008[image: External link], the second-highest number ever awarded to a single newspaper in one year, second only to The New York Times' seven awards in 2002[image: External link].[9] Post journalists have also received 18 Nieman Fellowships[image: External link] and 368 White House News Photographers Association awards. In the early 1970s, in the best-known episode in the newspaper's history, reporters Bob Woodward[image: External link] and Carl Bernstein[image: External link] led the American press' investigation into what became known as the Watergate scandal[image: External link]; reporting in the newspaper greatly contributed to the resignation of President Richard Nixon[image: External link]. In years since, its investigations have led to increased review of the Walter Reed Army Medical Center[image: External link].[10]

In 2013, its longtime controlling family, the Graham family[image: External link], sold the newspaper to billionaire entrepreneur and Amazon.com[image: External link] founder Jeff Bezos[image: External link] for $250 million in cash.[1][2][11] The newspaper is owned by Nash Holdings LLC, a holding company[image: External link] Bezos created for the acquisition.[12]
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The Washington Post is generally regarded as one of the leading daily American newspapers,[13] along with The New York Times, The L.A. Times[image: External link], and The Wall Street Journal[image: External link]. The Post has distinguished itself through its political reporting[image: External link] on the workings of the White House[image: External link], Congress[image: External link], and other aspects of the U.S. government[image: External link]. It is one of the two daily broadsheets[image: External link] published in Washington D.C.[image: External link], the other being its smaller rival The Washington Times[image: External link].

Unlike The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post does not print an edition for distribution away from the East Coast[image: External link]. In 2009, the newspaper ceased publication of its National Weekly Edition, which combined stories from the week's print editions, due to shrinking circulation.[14] The majority of its newsprint readership is in District of Columbia[image: External link] and its suburbs in Maryland[image: External link] and Northern Virginia[image: External link].[15]

The newspaper's weekday and Saturday printings include the following sections:[ when?[image: External link]]


	Main section, containing the front page, national and international news, business, politics, and editorials and opinions

	Metro section, containing local news

	Style section, with feature writing on pop culture, politics, fine and performing arts, film, fashion, and gossip, along with advice columns and comics

	Sports section

	Classified advertising[image: External link]



Sunday editions largely include the weekday sections as well as Outlook (opinion), Arts, Travel, Comics, TV Week, and the Washington Post Magazine. The Sunday Style section differs slightly from the weekday Style section; it is in a tabloid[image: External link] format, and it houses the reader-written humor contest The Style Invitational[image: External link].

Additional weekly sections appear on weekdays: Health & Science on Tuesday, Food on Wednesday, Local Living (home and garden) on Thursday, and Weekend, with details about upcoming events in the local area, on Friday. The latter two are in a tabloid format.

The newspaper is one of a few U.S. newspapers with foreign bureaus[image: External link], located in Beirut[image: External link], Berlin[image: External link], Beijing[image: External link], Bogota[image: External link], Cairo[image: External link], Hong Kong[image: External link], Islamabad[image: External link], Jerusalem[image: External link], Kabul[image: External link], London[image: External link], Mexico City[image: External link], Moscow[image: External link], Nairobi[image: External link], New Delhi[image: External link], Paris[image: External link], and Tokyo[image: External link].[16] In November 2009, it announced the closure of its U.S. regional bureaus—Chicago, Los Angeles and New York—as part of an increased focus on "...political stories and local news coverage in Washington".[17] The newspaper has local bureaus in Maryland ( Annapolis[image: External link], Montgomery County[image: External link], Prince George's County[image: External link], Southern Maryland[image: External link]) and Virginia ( Alexandria[image: External link], Fairfax[image: External link], Loudoun County[image: External link], Richmond[image: External link], and Prince William County[image: External link]).[18]

As of May 2013, its average weekday circulation was 474,767, according to the Audit Bureau of Circulations[image: External link], making it the seventh largest newspaper in the country by circulation[image: External link], behind USA Today, The Wall Street Journal[image: External link], The New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, the Daily News[image: External link], and the New York Post[image: External link]. While its circulation (like that of almost all newspapers) has been slipping, it has one of the highest market-penetration rates of any metropolitan news daily.[19]

For many decades, the Post had its main office at 1150 15th Street NW. This real estate remained with Graham Holdings when the newspaper was sold to Jeff Bezos' Nash Holdings in 2013. Graham Holdings sold 1150 15th Street (along with 1515 L Street, 1523 L Street, and land beneath 1100 15th Street) for US$159 million in November 2013. The Washington Post continued to lease space at 1150 L Street NW.[20] In May 2014, The Washington Post leased the west tower of One Franklin Square[image: External link], a high-rise[image: External link] building at 1301 K Street NW[image: External link] in Washington, D.C. The newspaper moved into their new offices December 14, 2015.[21]
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 Founding and early period




The newspaper was founded in 1877 by Stilson Hutchins[image: External link] (1838–1912) and in 1880 added a Sunday edition, becoming the city's first newspaper to publish seven days a week. In 1889, Hutchins sold the newspaper to Frank Hatton[image: External link], a former Postmaster General, and Beriah Wilkins[image: External link], a former Democratic congressman from Ohio. To promote the newspaper, the new owners requested the leader of the United States Marine Band[image: External link], John Philip Sousa[image: External link], to compose a march[image: External link] for the newspaper's essay contest awards ceremony. Sousa composed "The Washington Post[image: External link]".[22] It became the standard music to accompany the two-step[image: External link], a late 19th-century dance craze[image: External link],[23] and remains one of Sousa's best-known works.

In 1893, the newspaper moved to a building at 14th and E streets NW, where it would remain until 1950.[24] This building combined all functions of the newspaper into one headquarters – newsroom, advertising, typesetting, and printing - that ran 24 hours per day.[24]

In 1898, during the Spanish–American War[image: External link], the Post printed Clifford K. Berryman's[image: External link] classic illustration Remember the Maine[image: External link], which became the battle-cry for American sailors during the War. In 1902, Berryman published another famous cartoon in the Post—Drawing the Line in Mississippi. This cartoon depicts President Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] showing compassion for a small bear cub and inspired New York store owner Morris Michtom[image: External link] to create the teddy bear[image: External link].[25]

Wilkins acquired Hatton's share of the newspaper in 1894 at Hatton's death. After Wilkins' death in 1903, his sons John and Robert ran the Post for two years before selling it in 1905 to John Roll McLean[image: External link], owner of the Cincinnati Enquirer[image: External link]. During the Wilson[image: External link] presidency, the Post was credited with the "most famous newspaper typo[image: External link]" in D.C. history according to Reason[image: External link] magazine; the Post intended to report that President Wilson had been "entertaining" his future-wife Mrs. Galt, but instead wrote that he had been "entering" Mrs. Galt.[26][27][28] When John McLean died in 1916, he put the newspaper in trust, having little faith that his playboy son Edward "Ned" McLean[image: External link] could manage his inheritance. Ned went to court and broke the trust, but, under his management, the newspaper slumped toward ruin.
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 Meyer–Graham period




The newspaper was purchased in a bankruptcy auction in 1933 by the former Chairman of the Federal Reserve's[image: External link] board of governors, Eugene Meyer[image: External link], who restored the newspaper's health and reputation. In 1946, Meyer was succeeded as publisher by his son-in-law, Philip Graham[image: External link].[29]

In 1954, the newspaper consolidated its position by acquiring and merging with its last morning rival, the Washington Times-Herald[image: External link].[30] (The combined paper was officially named The Washington Post and Times-Herald until 1973, although the Times-Herald portion of the nameplate[image: External link] became less and less prominent after the 1950s.) The merger left the Post with two remaining local competitors, the afternoon Washington Star[image: External link] (Evening Star) and The Washington Daily News[image: External link], which merged in 1972 and folded in 1981.[31][32] The Washington Times[image: External link], established in 1982 by Unification Church[image: External link] leader Sun Myung Moon[image: External link] (1920–2012) under his company News World Communications[image: External link], has been a local conservative rival with a circulation (as of 2005) about one-seventh that of the Post.[33] In the late 2000s additional editorially conservative competition increased with the foundation of the tabloid-format daily The Washington Examiner[image: External link] by the new owners of the old Hearst[image: External link] paper, the San Francisco Examiner[image: External link] who engineered a swap trading the larger, more prosperous San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] for the former Hearst "flagship" paper. They also started several other tabloid-format Examiners in several American cities, including briefly for two years the Baltimore Examiner[image: External link] which competed against the 170-year-old Baltimore Sun[image: External link]. The Washington Examiner[image: External link] ceased publication of its local newspaper on June 14, 2013, still publishing a weekly magazine and an online website focused on national politics.

After Phil Graham's death in 1963, control of The Washington Post Company passed to Katharine Graham[image: External link] (1917–2001), his wife and Meyer's daughter. Few women had run nationally prominent newspapers in the United States. Katharine Graham described her own anxiety and lack of confidence based on her gender in her autobiography. She served as publisher from 1969 to 1979 and headed The Washington Post Company into the early 1990s as chairman of the board and CEO. After 1993, she retained a position as chairman of the executive committee until her death in 2001.

Her tenure is credited with seeing the newspaper rise in national stature through effective investigative reporting after it began to live down its reputation as a house organ for the Kennedy and Johnson administration, working to ensure that The New York Times did not surpass its Washington reporting of the Pentagon Papers[image: External link] and Watergate scandal. During this time, Katharine Graham also oversaw the Post company's diversification purchase of the for-profit education and training company Kaplan, Inc.[image: External link] for $40 million in 1984.[34] Twenty years later, Kaplan had surpassed the Post newspaper as the company's leading contributor to income, and by 2010 Kaplan accounted for more than 60% of the entire company revenue stream.[35]

Executive editor Ben Bradlee[image: External link], a Kennedy loyalist, put the newspaper's reputation and resources behind reporters Bob Woodward[image: External link] and Carl Bernstein[image: External link], who, in a long series of articles, chipped away at the story behind the 1972 burglary of Democratic National Committee[image: External link] offices in the Watergate Hotel[image: External link] complex in Washington. The Post's dogged coverage of the story, the outcome of which ultimately played a major role in the resignation of President Richard Nixon[image: External link], won the newspaper a Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] in 1973.

In 1972, the "Book World" section was introduced with Pulitzer Prize–winning critic William McPherson[image: External link] as its first editor.[36] It featured Pulitzer Prize–winning critics such as Jonathan Yardley[image: External link] and Michael Dirda[image: External link], the latter of whom established his career as a critic at the Post. In 2009, after 37 years, with great reader outcries and protest, The Washington Post Book World as a standalone insert was discontinued, the last issue being Sunday, February 15, 2009,[37] along with a general reorganization of the paper, such as placing the Sunday editorials on the back page of the main front section rather than the "Outlook" section and distributing some other locally oriented "op-ed" letters and commentaries in other sections.[38] However, book reviews are still published in the Outlook section on Sundays and in the Style section the rest of the week, as well as online.[38]

In 1980, the newspaper published a dramatic story called "Jimmy's World",[39] describing the life of an eight-year-old heroin[image: External link] addict in Washington, for which reporter Janet Cooke[image: External link] won acclaim and a Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]. Subsequent investigation, however, revealed the story to be a fabrication. The Pulitzer Prize was returned.

Donald E. Graham[image: External link], Katharine's son, succeeded her as publisher in 1979 and in the early 1990s became both chief executive officer and chairman of the board. He was succeeded in 2000 as publisher and CEO by Boisfeuillet Jones, Jr.[image: External link], with Graham remaining as chairman.

Katharine Graham Weymouth served as publisher and chief executive officer until 2014, after Jeff Bezos took over ownership of the paper.
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 Post-Graham period




In 1996, the newspaper established a website[image: External link].[40]

In 2008, Marcus Brauchli[image: External link] replaced long-time executive editor Leonard Downie, Jr.[image: External link], serving publisher Katharine Weymouth[image: External link].[41]

In 2010, the newspaper cited its local focus as a reason for running its first-ever front-page advertisement: the Capital One[image: External link] ad was being run to draw attention to the rebranding of Chevy Chase Bank[image: External link], a bank Capital One bought in 2009. According to the Post's vice president of advertising, the page one advertisement is a "...very local, useful-information-for-our-readers type of campaign".[42]

In November 2012, Weymouth announced that Boston Globe[image: External link] editor Martin Baron would take over Brauchli's position on January 2, 2013.[43][44]

In 2013, the newspaper announced that it had plans to start charging frequent users of its website, with many exceptions (such as for government employees browsing from work, and for students browsing from school).[45][46]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Jeff Bezos era (2013–present)




Jeff Bezos[image: External link] purchased the newspaper for US$250 million in cash, completing the transaction on October 1, 2013, after announcing the planned acquisition[image: External link] on August 5, 2013.[1][2][11] The newspaper is currently owned by Nash Holdings LLC, a holding company created for the acquisition and controlled by Bezos.[1] The sale included the Spanish language newspaper El Tiempo Latino, the Fairfax Times[image: External link], The Gazette[image: External link], the free daily newspaper Express[image: External link], Southern Maryland Newspapers, and several newspapers covering and for the U.S. armed forces.[47] Nash Holdings also took ownership of the Post printing plants in Springfield, Virginia[image: External link]; Fairfax County, Virginia[image: External link]; and Laurel, Maryland[image: External link] (the "Comprint plant").[47][48] Other assets included in the sale were the publications Apartment Showcase, Capital Business, Fashion Washington, Guide to Retirement Living Sourcebook, New Condominium Guide, and New Homes Guide; the Internet sites TheCapitolDeal.com and ServiceAlley.com; and Comprint Military Publications (which included eight weekly newspapers covering local military bases, 10 annual guides to local military bases, and the Web sites DCMilitary.com, DCMilitaryEd.com, DCMilitaryFamLife.com).[48] Some real estate was also included in the deal, such as a one-story office building in St. Mary's County, Maryland[image: External link]; warehouses in Fairfax County, Virginia; two tracts of land in Fairfax County, Virginia; leased office space in Charles County, Maryland[image: External link], and in Montgomery County, Maryland[image: External link]; and 23 acres of undeveloped land in Charles County, Maryland.[48]

Not included in the sale were other Washington Post Company assets, including the Washington Post Company's downtown office building, the Post's Robinson Terminal facilities in Alexandria, Virginia; Post-Newsweek Stations; Cable ONE (a Phoenix, Arizona[image: External link]-based Internet and cable service provider); independent web-based media assets such as Slate Group ( Slate[image: External link] magazine and its sister video magazine, Slate V), The Root[image: External link], and Foreign Policy[image: External link]; social media marketing company Social Code; home healthcare and hospice provider Celtic Healthcare; and the energy parts supplier Forney Corporation.[12][49] After the completion of the sale, a press release announced the name change of the Washington Post Company to Graham Holdings Company (the change was made effective on November 29, 2013).[12][49]

In early September 2013, Bezos summarized his approach for the news organization—with a vision that recreates "the 'daily ritual' of reading the Post as a bundle, not merely a series of individual stories"‍—‌although he indicated that the experience was more likely to be created on tablet computers[image: External link] and less likely "on the Web".[50] Bezos has been described as a "hands-off owner", holding teleconference calls with executive editor Martin Baron every two weeks.[51]

In August 2014, The Washington Post launched "Get There", an online personal finance section.[52]

In September 2014, Jeff Bezos announced his decision to appoint Frederick J. Ryan Jr.[image: External link], founding President and CEO of Politico[image: External link], to serve as Publisher and CEO of The Washington Post, effective October 1, 2014. This signaled Bezo's intent to shift The Post to a more digital focus with a strategy for expanding to a broader national and global readership. Ryan has continued to invest in news and technology while reducing expenses in legacy print areas.[53]

Nash Holdings divested itself of a number of newspapers, and closed two others, in the summer of 2015. The company announced on June 12, 2015, that it would close the Montgomery Gazette and Prince George's Gazette effective June 18, 2015. The company also sold Comprint Military Publications and its Southern Maryland Newspapers group (which consisted of the Maryland Independent, The Enterprise, the Calvert Recorder, and the Enquirer Gazette, and their associated Southern Maryland Newspaper Web site) to Adams Publishing Group. The company also said it would sell the Fairfax County Times to Whip It Media, a locally owned company founded by the Times' former general manager, Richard Whippen.[54]

In August 2014, the Post announced it will be moving into new headquarters space at One Franklin Square[image: External link] in December 2015. The company leased 242,000 square feet (22,500 m2) of space for 16 years on floors four through nine in the west tower and floors seven and eight in the east tower. The building's owner agreed to an extensive build-out: Only about 10 percent of the space will be private offices, which required extensive demolition of interior walls and the removal of the walls on the seventh and eighth floor in the east tower so they joined with the floors on the west tower. The newly joined space will create two 60,000-square-foot (5,600 m2) floors capable of accommodating 700 newsroom workers and software engineers. The build-out includes four sets for live television filming, a new staircase between the seventh and eighth floors in each tower, and a two-story auditorium on the fourth floor. The building's south-facing facade will also be altered to give Post workers floor-to-ceiling windows.[55]
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 Political stance
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 1970–2000




In the mid-1970s, some conservatives called the newspaper " Pravda[image: External link] on the Potomac[image: External link]" because of its perceived left-wing bias in both reporting and editorials.[56] Since then, the appellation has been used by both liberal and conservative critics of the newspaper.[57][58] In 1963, FBI director J. Edgar Hoover[image: External link] reportedly told President Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link], "I don't have much influence with the Post because I frankly don't read it. I view it like the Daily Worker[image: External link]."[59][60]
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 2000–present




On March 26, 2007, Chris Matthews[image: External link] said on his television program, "Well, The Washington Post is not the liberal newspaper it was, Congressman, let me tell you. I have been reading it for years and it is a neocon[image: External link] newspaper".[61] It has regularly published an ideological mixture of op-ed columnists, some of them left-leaning (including E.J. Dionne[image: External link], Dana Milbank[image: External link], Greg Sargent, and Eugene Robinson[image: External link]), and many on the right (including George Will[image: External link], Marc Thiessen[image: External link], Michael Gerson[image: External link] and Charles Krauthammer[image: External link]).

In a study published on April 18, 2007, by Yale professors Alan Gerber, Dean Karlan, and Daniel Bergan, citizens were given a subscription to either the conservative-leaning Washington Times or the liberal-leaning Washington Post to see the effect that media has on voting patterns. Gerber had estimated based on his work that the Post slanted as much to the left as the Times did to the right. Gerber found those who were given a free subscription of the Post were 7.9-11.4% more likely to vote for the Democratic candidate for governor than those assigned to the control group, depending on the adjustment for the date on which individual participants were surveyed and the survey interviewer; surprisingly, however, people who received the Times were also more likely than controls to vote for the Democrat, with an effect approximately 60% as large as that estimated for the Post.[62][63] The study authors noted that sampling error might have played a role in the effect of the conservative-leaning Times, as might the fact that the Democratic candidate took more conservative-leaning positions than is typical for his party, and that "the month prior to the post-election survey was a difficult period for President Bush, one in which his overall approval rating fell by approximately 4 percentage points nationwide. It appears that heightened exposure to both papers’ news coverage, despite opposing ideological slants, moved public opinion away from Republicans."[63]

In November 2007, the newspaper was criticized by independent journalist Robert Parry[image: External link] for reporting on anti-Obama chain e-mails without sufficiently emphasizing to its readers the false nature of the anonymous claims.[64] In 2009, Parry criticized the newspaper for its allegedly unfair reporting on liberal politicians, including Vice President Al Gore[image: External link] and President Barack Obama[image: External link].[65]

Responding to criticism of the newspaper's coverage during the run-up to the 2008 presidential election[image: External link], former Post ombudsman[image: External link] Deborah Howell[image: External link] wrote: "The opinion pages have strong conservative voices; the editorial board includes centrists and conservatives; and there were editorials critical of Obama. Yet opinion was still weighted toward Obama."[66] According to a 2009 Oxford University Press book by Richard Davis on the impact of blogs on American politics, liberal bloggers link to The Washington Post and The New York Times more often than other major newspapers; however, conservative bloggers also link predominantly to liberal newspapers.[67]

In mid-September 2016, Matthew Ingram of Forbes joined Glenn Greenwald of the Intercept, and Trevor Trimm of The Guardian in cricitizing The Washington Post for "demanding that [former National Security Agency contractor Edward] Snowden...stand trial on espionage charges".[68][69][70][71]

In December 2016, The Post published a story inaccurately stating that a Russian[image: External link] hacking operation[image: External link] had infiltrated the U.S. electrical grid[image: External link]; the claim was retracted in a revised version of the story, after the initial version had been widely circulated.[72][73]
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 Political endorsements




Katharine Graham wrote in her autobiography Personal History[image: External link] that the newspaper long had a policy of not making endorsements for political candidates. However, since at least 2000, the newspaper has occasionally endorsed Republican politicians, such as Maryland Governor[image: External link] Robert Ehrlich[image: External link].[74] In 2006, it repeated its historic endorsements of every Republican incumbent for Congress in Northern Virginia[image: External link].[75] There have also been times when the Post has specifically chosen not to endorse any candidate, such as in the 1988 presidential election[image: External link] when it refused to endorse then-Governor Michael Dukakis[image: External link] or then-Vice President George H. W. Bush[image: External link].[76] On October 17, 2008, the Post endorsed Barack Obama[image: External link] for President of the United States[image: External link].[77] On October 25, 2012, the newspaper endorsed the re-election of Barack Obama.[78] On October 21, 2014, the newspaper endorsed 44 Democratic candidates versus 3 Republican candidates for the 2014 elections in the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia.[79] On October 13, 2016, it endorsed Hillary Clinton[image: External link] for the presidential election[image: External link] of that year.[80]

The Post's early endorsements in the 1978 elections for Maryland Governor (reformist Harry Hughes[image: External link]) and for D.C. Mayor (a young Marion Barry[image: External link]) allowed those candidates to tout their endorsements, thereby distinguishing them from an otherwise crowded field of big name candidates.
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 Influence of The Washington Times




In 1992, the PBS[image: External link] investigative news program Frontline[image: External link] suggested that the Post had moved to the right in response to its smaller, more conservative rival The Washington Times[image: External link]. The program quoted Paul Weyrich[image: External link], one of the founders of the conservative Christian organization the Moral Majority[image: External link], as saying "The Washington Post became very arrogant and they just decided that they would determine what was news and what wasn't news and they wouldn't cover a lot of things that went on. And The Washington Times has forced the Post to cover a lot of things that they wouldn't cover if the Times wasn't in existence."[81] In 2008, Thomas F. Roeser[image: External link], the founder of the conservative Internet website The Chicago Daily Observer[image: External link], also mentioned competition from The Washington Times as a factor moving the Post to the right.[82]
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 Controversies




Jeff Bezos, the owner of the Post, is Amazon’s chief executive and biggest shareholder. Amazon has secured a 600 million dollar contract with the CIA, which poses a potential conflict. Kate Martin, director of the Center for National Security Studies, said, “It’s a serious potential conflict of interest for a major newspaper like The Washington Post to have a contractual relationship with the government and the most secret part of the government.”[83]

In "Buying the War" on PBS, Bill Moyers[image: External link] noted 27 editorials supporting George W. Bush's[image: External link] ambitions to invade Iraq[image: External link]. National security correspondent Walter Pincus[image: External link] reported that he had been ordered to cease his reports that were critical of Republican administrations.[84] According to author and journalist Greg Mitchell[image: External link], "By the Post's own admission, in the months before the war, it ran more than 140 stories on its front page promoting the war, while contrary information "got lost," as one Post staffer told Kurtz[image: External link]."[85]

In November 2016, the Post published a story that relied heavily on a report by PropOrNot[image: External link], an anonymous internet group that seeks to expose what it calls Russian[image: External link] propaganda[image: External link]. PropOrNot published a list of websites they called "bona-fide 'useful idiots'" of the Russian government.[86] Andrew Cockburn[image: External link], Washington editor for Harper's[image: External link], was sharply critical of Post's decision to put the story on its front page, calling the article a "sorry piece of trash".[87] Writers in The Intercept[image: External link], Fortune[image: External link], and Rolling Stone also criticized Post for including a report by an organization with no reputation for fact-checking in an article on "fake news".[88][89][90] Looking more carefully into their methodology, Adrian Chen[image: External link], staff writer for The New Yorker, argued that PropOrNot's criteria for establishing propaganda were so broad that they could have included "not only Russian state-controlled media organizations, such as Russia Today, but nearly every news outlet in the world, including the Post itself" on their list.[91]

On January 18, 2017, Sarah Kaplan wrote an article regarding David Gelernter[image: External link], calling him a "fiercely anti-intellectual computer scientist" for expressing doubt regarding climate change[image: External link].[92] Her comment was criticized by conservative media such as Fox News[image: External link] and National Review[image: External link], with both sources arguing that Gelernter is a visionary computer scientist from Yale University[image: External link].[93][94]
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 Executive officers and editors (past and present)





	
Ben Bradlee[image: External link] (1968–1991)[95]


	
Philip Bennett[image: External link] (2005–2009)[96]


	
Marcus Brauchli[image: External link] (2008–2012)[97]


	
Martin Baron[image: External link] (2014–present)
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 See also





	List of prizes won by The Washington Post[image: External link]
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Scene Stealer





A scene stealer is a character in a film[image: External link] or dramatic[image: External link] performance that dominates the audience's attention, often through charisma[image: External link], humour[image: External link] or powerful acting, thus "stealing the scene" or "stealing the show".[1] The term usually (but not always) applies to a supporting character, such as a sidekick[image: External link], best friend[image: External link], confidant[image: External link], villain[image: External link], etc. Sometimes the term is used for a minor character who has unexpectedly (and perhaps inappropriately) drawn attention away from the star[image: External link].
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New York Daily News






For the newspaper published between 1855 and 1906, see New York Daily News (19th century)[image: External link].

The New York Daily News, officially titled Daily News, is an American newspaper based in New York City[image: External link]. As of May 2016, it was the ninth-most widely circulated daily newspaper in the United States.[1] It was founded in 1919, and was the first U.S. daily printed in tabloid format[image: External link]. It is owned by Mortimer Zuckerman[image: External link], and is headquartered at 4 New York Plaza in Lower Manhattan[image: External link].
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 History




The Daily News was founded by Joseph Medill Patterson[image: External link] in 1919, as the Illustrated Daily News. (It was not connected to an earlier New York Daily News[image: External link], which was founded in 1855, flourished under Benjamin Wood[image: External link], and ceased publication December 1906.) Patterson and his cousin, Robert R. McCormick[image: External link] were co-publishers of the Chicago Tribune[image: External link] and grandsons of Tribune[image: External link] founder Joseph Medill.[2]

When Patterson and McCormick could not agree on the editorial content of the Chicago paper, the two cousins decided at a meeting in Paris that Patterson would work on the project of launching a Tribune-owned newspaper in New York. On his way back, Patterson met with Alfred Harmsworth[image: External link], who was the Viscount Northcliffe and publisher of the Daily Mirror[image: External link], London's tabloid newspaper. Impressed with the advantages of a tabloid, Patterson launched the Daily News on June 26, 1919.[2]

The Daily News was not an immediate success, and by August 1919, the paper's circulation had dropped to 26,625.[2] Still, New York's many subway commuters found the tabloid format easier to handle, and readership steadily grew. By the time of the paper's first anniversary in June 1920, circulation was over 100,000 and by 1925, over a million. Circulation reached its peak in 1947, at 2.4 million daily and 4.7 million on Sunday.[3]

The Daily News carried the slogan "New York's Picture Newspaper" from 1920 to 1991, for its emphasis on photographs, and a camera has been part of the newspaper's logo from day one. The paper's later slogan, developed from a 1985 ad campaign, is "New York's Hometown Newspaper", while another has been "The Eyes, the Ears, the Honest Voice of New York". The Daily News continues to include large and prominent photographs[image: External link], for news, entertainment and sports, as well as intense city news coverage, celebrity gossip[image: External link], classified ads[image: External link], comics[image: External link], a sports[image: External link] section, and an opinion section.

News-gathering operations were, for a time, organized using two-way radios, operating on 173.3250 MHz (radio station KEA 871) allowing the assignment desk to communicate with its personnel who utilized a fleet of "radio cars".

Prominent sports cartoonists[image: External link] have included Bill Gallo[image: External link], Bruce Stark[image: External link] and Ed Murawinski[image: External link]. Columnists have included Walter Kaner[image: External link]. Editorial cartoonists have included C. D. Batchelor[image: External link].

The paper briefly published between 1978 and 1981 Daily News Tonight, a Monday-Friday afternoon counterpart which competed with the New York Post, which had earlier launched a morning edition to complement the evening newspaper. Occasional "P.M. Editions" were published as extras in 1991 during the brief tenure of Robert Maxwell as publisher.

In 1982, and again in the early 1990s during a newspaper strike, the Daily News almost went out of business. In the 1982 instance, the parent Tribune[image: External link] offered the tabloid up for sale. In 1991, millionaire Robert Maxwell[image: External link] offered financial assistance to The News to help it stay in business. When Maxwell died shortly thereafter, The News seceded from his publishing empire, which eventually splintered under questions about whether Maxwell had the financial backing to sustain it. After Maxwell's death in 1991, the paper was held together in bankruptcy by existing management, led by editor James Willse[image: External link], who became interim publisher after buying the paper from Tribune. Mort Zuckerman[image: External link] bought the paper in 1993.

From its founding until 1991, the Daily News was owned by the Tribune Company[image: External link]. In 1948 The News established WPIX[image: External link] (Channel 11 in New York City), whose call letters were based on The News' nickname of New York's Picture Newspaper; and later bought what became WPIX-FM, which is now known as WFAN-FM[image: External link]. The television station became a Tribune property outright in 1991 and remains in the former Daily News Building; the radio station was purchased by Emmis Communications[image: External link], and since 2014 is owned by CBS Radio[image: External link].

The News also maintains local bureaux in the Bronx, Brooklyn, and Queens, at City Hall[image: External link], within One Police Plaza[image: External link], and at the various state and federal courthouses in the city.

In January 2012, former News of the World[image: External link] and New York Post[image: External link] editor Colin Myler[image: External link] was appointed editor-in-chief of the Daily News.[4] Myler was replaced by his deputy Jim Rich in September 2015.[5]
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 Editorial stance and style




The New York Times has reported that the Daily News has consistently "occupied an inimitable niche, speaking to and for the city's working class and offering a schizophrenic mix of titillating crime reportage and hard-hitting coverage of public issues. ... [R]ather than portraying New York through the partisan divide between liberals and conservatives, The News has played up the more mythic rift between the city’s fiends and heroes."[6]

The Daily News's editorial stance is "flexibly centrist"[6] with a populist[image: External link] streak.[7] In presidential elections[image: External link], the paper endorsed Republican George W. Bush[image: External link] in 2004[image: External link],[8] Democrat Barack Obama[image: External link] in 2008[image: External link],[9] Republican Mitt Romney[image: External link] in 2012[image: External link],[10] and Democrat Hillary Clinton[image: External link] in 2016[image: External link].[11]
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 Headquarters




From its founding, it was based at 23 Park Place, a block from City Hall[image: External link], and two blocks from Park Row[image: External link], the traditional home of the city's newspaper trade. The cramped conditions demanded a much larger space for the growing newspaper.

From 1929 to 1995, the Daily News was based in the landmark skyscraper at 220 East 42nd Street[image: External link] near Second Avenue, designed by John Mead Howells[image: External link] and Raymond Hood[image: External link]. The paper moved to 450 West 33rd Street in 1995, but the 42nd Street location is still known as The News Building[image: External link] and still features a giant globe and weather instruments in its lobby. (It was the model for the Daily Planet[image: External link] building of the first two Superman[image: External link] films). The former News subsidiary WPIX-TV remains in the building.

The third headquarters of the Daily News at 450 West 33rd Street straddled the railroad tracks going into Pennsylvania Station[image: External link]. The building is now the world headquarters of the Associated Press[image: External link].

In June 2011, the paper moved its operations to two floors at 4 New York Plaza in lower Manhattan.[12] Sixteen months later, the structure was severely damaged and rendered uninhabitable by flooding from Hurricane Sandy[image: External link]. In the immediate aftermath, news operations were conducted remotely from several temporary locations, eventually moving to office space at the Jersey City printing plant.[13] In early 2013, operations moved to rented space at 1290 Avenue of the Americas near Rockefeller Center[image: External link]—just four blocks north of its rival New York Post[image: External link]. The staff returned to the permanent 4 New York Plaza location in early November 2013.
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 Printing facilities




In 1993, the Daily News consolidated its printing facilities near Liberty State Park[image: External link] in Jersey City, New Jersey[image: External link].[14][15]

In 2009, the paper spent $150 million on printing presses as part of its move to full color.[16][17]

In 2011, the company spent $100 million to buy three new presses, using a $41.7 million Urban Transit Hub Tax Credit from the State of New Jersey[image: External link].[18]
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 Pulitzer Prizes




The Daily News has won eleven Pulitzer Prizes[image: External link] over its history.[19]

In 1998[image: External link], Daily News columnist Mike McAlary[image: External link] won the Pulitzer Prize for Commentary[image: External link] for his multi-part series of columns (published in 1997) on Abner Louima[image: External link], who was sodomized and tortured by New York City police officers[image: External link].[20]

In 2007[image: External link], the News won the Pulitzer Prize for Editorial Writing[image: External link] for a series of thirteen editorials, published over five months, that detailed how more than 12,000 rescue workers who responded after the September 11 attacks[image: External link] and become ill from toxins in the air[image: External link].[21] The Pulitzer citation said that the award was given to the paper "for its compassionate and compelling editorials on behalf of Ground Zero[image: External link] workers, whose health problems were neglected by the city and the nation."[21]

In 2017, the Daily News was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Public Service[image: External link] in collaboration with non-profit ProPublica[image: External link] "for uncovering, primarily through the work of reporter Sarah Ryley[image: External link], widespread abuse of eviction rules by the police to oust hundreds of people, most of them poor minorities." [22]
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 Noteworthy front pages




In 1928, a News reporter strapped a small camera to his leg, and shot a photo of Ruth Snyder[image: External link] being executed in the electric chair[image: External link].[23] The next day's newspaper carried the headline "DEAD!".

On October 29, 1975, President Gerald Ford[image: External link] gave a speech denying federal assistance to spare New York City from bankruptcy. The front page of the October 30, 1975 Daily News read: “FORD TO CITY: DROP DEAD.”[24]

In the year leading up to the 2016 presidential election[image: External link], the paper's headlines became more provocative, helping to rejuvenate it and, with more opinionated editorials with the aforementioned headlines, once again demonstrate its place in the city's media.[25]

Following the 2015 San Bernardino shooting[image: External link], in which fourteen people were killed, the paper's front page displayed "GOD ISN'T FIXING THIS" along with tweets from Republican[image: External link] politicians offering thoughts and prayers.[26] The paper advocated for tighter gun laws[image: External link], condemning what it described as "empty platitudes and angry rhetoric" rather than action "in response to the ongoing plague of gun violence in our country."[26][27] The provocative headline[26][27] received both praise and criticism.[28]

On January 2016, after Republican senator and presidential candidate Ted Cruz[image: External link] of Texas[image: External link] disparaged "New York values" in a Republican primary debate, the News responded with a cover page headline reading "DROP DEAD, TED" and showing the Statue of Liberty[image: External link] giving the middle finger[image: External link].[29]
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Young Artist Award






The Young Artist Award (originally known as the Youth in Film Award) is an accolade bestowed by the Young Artist Association[image: External link], a non-profit[image: External link] organization founded in 1978 to honor excellence of youth performers, and to provide scholarships for young artists who may be physically and/or financially challenged.[1][2][3][4]

First presented in 1979, the Young Artist Awards was the first organization established to specifically recognize and award the contributions of performers under the age of 21 in the fields of film[image: External link], television[image: External link], theater[image: External link] and music[image: External link].[1][5][6]

The 1st Youth In Film Awards[image: External link] ceremony was held in October 1979, at the Sheraton Universal Hotel[image: External link] in Hollywood[image: External link] to honor outstanding young performers of the 1978[image: External link]/ 1979[image: External link] season.[7][8][9] The 38th Annual Young Artist Awards[image: External link] ceremony, honoring young performers of 2016[image: External link], was held at the Alex Theatre[image: External link] in Los Angeles, California[image: External link] on March 17, 2017.[10]
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 Young Artist Association




The Young Artist Association (originally known as the Hollywood Women's Photo and Press Club, and later, the Youth in Film Association) is a non-profit[image: External link] organization founded in 1978 to recognize and award excellence of youth performers, and to provide scholarships for young artists who may be physically and/or financially challenged.[1][2][3][4] The Young Artist Association was the first organization to establish an awards ceremony specifically set to recognize and award the contributions of performers under the age of 21 in the fields of film[image: External link], television[image: External link], theater[image: External link] and music[image: External link].[1][11][6]
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 Young Artist Foundation




The Young Artist Foundation is a non-profit[image: External link] 501(c)[image: External link] organization founded in 1978 by long-standing Hollywood Foreign Press[image: External link] (Golden Globes[image: External link]) member Maureen Dragone[image: External link] and dedicated to presenting scholarships to physically and/or financially challenged aspiring young artists, allowing them to pursue a career in entertainment by attending a performing arts school of their choice.[1][3][4] The scholarship program is funded exclusively by donations including contribution from the Hollywood Foreign Press Association.[3][12]
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 Young Artist Awards
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The Young Artist Awards are presented annually by the Young Artist Association. Originally known as the Youth In Film Awards for the first twenty years,[9][13][14] the name was officially changed to the Young Artist Awards for the 21st annual awards ceremony in March 2000.[1][14][15] Playfully referred to as the "Kiddie Oscars", the Young Artist Awards are regarded as young Hollywood[image: External link]'s answer to the Academy Awards[image: External link], recognizing children for their work within the entertainment industry.[16][17][18][19][20][21]

First presented for the 1978–1979 entertainment season, the awards were envisioned by Maureen Dragone[image: External link], as a way to honor talented young people in film, television and music who might otherwise be eclipsed by their adult co-stars.[1][3][5] Two notable examples that year being young Ricky Schroder[image: External link] in The Champ[image: External link] and Justin Henry[image: External link] in Kramer vs. Kramer[image: External link], who were each nominated for Golden Globes[image: External link] in the same categories as their adult counterparts.[5][16] Originally held in the autumn in its early years, the awards ceremony has traditionally taken place in the spring for more than 20 years.[9][22][23][24]
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 Statuette




The original Youth In Film Award was a statuette was similar to a miniature Oscar[image: External link].[16][25] A gilded figure of a man holding a laurel wreath[image: External link] instead of a sword[image: External link] and standing upon a relatively large "trophy" style base.[25] The current Young Artist Award statuette, is a figure displaying a Five-pointed star[image: External link] above its head and standing upon a smaller base.[26][27] In addition to the Young Artist Award statuette presented to the winners, all nominees are presented with a special nomination plaque at the ceremony, commemorating their nominations in their respective categories.[28]
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 Voting




Candidates considered for nomination[image: External link] must be between the ages of 5 and 21 and are usually submitted for consideration by producers or by the young artist's agent and/or manager.[6][22] Submissions are traditionally due by the end of January to mid-February and nominees are announced about one month later at an annual nomination ceremony and party.[6][22] Originally conceived of as a way to acknowledge young artists under the age of 21, the focus of the awards has shifted over time to focus primarily on young artists who were under the age of 18 at the time of principal production[image: External link] of the project for which they are nominated.[5][8][16]

Winners are selected by members of the Young Artist Association.[24] Originally known as the Hollywood Women's Photo and Press Club, and later, the Youth in Film Association, the general membership was originally composed of 88 journalists and photographers, who were active in various branches of the arts.[8][9][29] Today, the Young Artist Association has a voting board of over 125 members composed of journalists, agents, and former child performers.[16] Winners are selected by secret ballot of all associated with the Young Artist Association as well as former nominees.[24]
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The various Young Artist Awards categories have evolved extensively since the first awards were presented. Originally beginning with only 11 competitive categories in 1979, the first categories included "Best Juvenile Actor and Actress in a Motion Picture", "Best Juvenile Actor and Actress in a TV Series or Special", "Best Juvenile Actor and Actress in a Daytime TV Series", and "Best Male and Female Juvenile Recording Artist", as well as competitive categories honoring studios and networks for "family friendly[image: External link]" films and television programming.[5]

Over time, the competitive categories have been expanded to include "Best Young Actor and Actress in an International Feature Film", "Best Young Actor and Actress in a Short Film", "Best Young Supporting Actor and Actress in Film", "Best Young Ensemble Cast", "Best Young Recurring Actor and Actress in a TV Series", and "Best Young Guest-starring Actor and Actress in a TV Series", with many of the categories being split to acknowledge young artists age 10 and under in their own separate categories.[30] In addition to its well-known film and television awards, the association has also recognized the achievements of youth in other fields of the performing arts over the years, including theater, dance, commercials, journalism, radio and stand-up comedy.[13][31][32]
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 Special Awards




While many of the acting categories have been expanded over time, some early competitive categories such as "Best Juvenile Recording Artist", "Best Family Motion Picture" and "Best Family TV Series" have been phased out over the years, with accolades for those achievements now being bestowed in the form of special "Honorary" awards.[30]

The foundation's most notable annual Honorary awards include the "Jackie Coogan Award", often presented to film studios, producers or directors for their "Outstanding Contribution To Youth Through Entertainment", and the "Former Child Star Award", presented as the foundation's "Lifetime Achievement Award" honoring former child stars for their achievements.[33][34]
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 Ceremony




The ceremony is held annually in Hollywood[image: External link] and has traditionally been considered one of the more formal[image: External link] children's awards ceremonies, with honorees and their chaperones " dressing-up[image: External link]" for the occasion, and arriving in limousines.[16][17][35][36] All press is invited to attend the pre-show red carpet[image: External link] arrivals as young celebrity attendees make their entrances and sign autographs, and each year's presenters are often selected from the previous year's young winners or from that year's list of nominees.[16][17][20][28] After the ceremony is the annual banquet dinner and then dancing with live musical entertainment often provided by talented young musical artists of the day.[16][17][18][27]

The first Youth In Film Awards were presented in October 1979 at a banquet ceremony held at the Sheraton Universal Hotel[image: External link] in Hollywood, California[image: External link].[7][8][9] Subsequent venues over the years have included the Ambassador Hotel's[image: External link] Coconut Grove[image: External link], the Globe Theater[image: External link], the Beverly Garland Hotel[image: External link] and the Sportsmen's Lodge[image: External link].[24][30][37]



	Youth In Film Awards / Young Artist Awards – Ceremonies



	Ceremony
	Year Honored
	Venue
	City
	Date



	1st Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1978[image: External link] / 1979[image: External link]
	Sheraton Universal Hotel[image: External link]
	Universal City[image: External link]
	October 1979



	2nd Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1979[image: External link] / 1980[image: External link]
	Sheraton Universal Hotel
	Universal City
	October 18, 1980



	3rd Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1980[image: External link] / 1981[image: External link]
	(Unknown)
	(Unknown)
	December 1981



	4th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1981[image: External link] / 1982[image: External link]
	Sheraton Universal Hotel
	Universal City
	November 21, 1982



	5th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1982[image: External link] / 1983[image: External link]
	Beverly Hilton Hotel[image: External link]
	Beverly Hills[image: External link]
	December 4, 1983



	6th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1983[image: External link] / 1984[image: External link]
	(Unknown)
	(Unknown)
	December 2, 1984



	7th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1984[image: External link] / 1985[image: External link]
	Ambassador Hotel[image: External link]
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	December 15, 1985



	8th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1985[image: External link] / 1986[image: External link]
	Ambassador Hotel
	Los Angeles
	November 22, 1986



	9th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1986[image: External link] / 1987[image: External link]
	Hollywood Palladium[image: External link]
	Hollywood[image: External link]
	December 5, 1987



	10th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1987[image: External link] / 1988[image: External link]
	Registry Hotel
	Universal City
	May 6, 1989



	11th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1988[image: External link] / 1989[image: External link]
	(Unknown)
	(Unknown)
	March / April 1990



	12th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1989[image: External link] / 1990[image: External link]
	(Unknown)
	(Unknown)
	Late 1990 / Early 1991



	13th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1990[image: External link] / 1991[image: External link]
	Academy of Television Arts & Sciences[image: External link]
	North Hollywood[image: External link]
	December 1, 1991



	14th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1991[image: External link] / 1992[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge[image: External link]
	Studio City[image: External link]
	January 16, 1993



	15th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1992[image: External link] / 1993[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	February 5, 1994



	16th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1993[image: External link] / 1994[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	March 19, 1995



	17th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1994[image: External link] / 1995[image: External link]
	(Unknown)
	(Unknown)
	1996



	18th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1995[image: External link] / 1996[image: External link]
	(Unknown)
	(Unknown)
	1997



	19th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1996[image: External link] / 1997[image: External link]
	(Unknown)
	(Unknown)
	March 14, 1998



	20th Youth in Film Awards[image: External link]
	1997[image: External link] / 1998[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	March 6, 1999



	21st Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	1998[image: External link] / 1999[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	March 19, 2000



	22nd Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	1999[image: External link] / 2000[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	April 1, 2001



	23rd Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2000[image: External link] / 2001[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	April 7, 2002



	24th Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2002[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	March 29, 2003



	25th Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2003[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	May 8, 2004



	26th Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2004[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	April 30, 2005



	27th Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2005[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	March 25, 2006



	28th Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2006[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	March 10, 2007



	29th Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2007[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	March 30, 2008



	30th Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2008[image: External link]
	Globe Theatre[image: External link]
	Universal City
	March 29, 2009



	31st Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2009[image: External link]
	Beverly Garland Hotel[image: External link]
	Studio City
	April 11, 2010



	32nd Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2010[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	March 13, 2011



	33rd Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2011[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	May 6, 2012



	34th Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	May 5, 2013



	35th Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2013[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	May 4, 2014



	36th Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2014[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	May 15, 2015



	37th Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2015[image: External link]
	Sportsmen's Lodge
	Studio City
	Mar 13, 2016



	38th Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	2016[image: External link]
	Alex Theatre[image: External link]
	Glendale[image: External link]
	Mar 17, 2017
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	Academy Juvenile Award[image: External link]

	Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Young Performer[image: External link]

	Saturn Award for Best Performance by a Younger Actor[image: External link]
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The Burning Plain






For the book by the same title, see El Llano en llamas[image: External link]


The Burning Plain is a 2008 drama film[image: External link] directed and written by Guillermo Arriaga[image: External link], the screenwriter of Amores perros[image: External link] (2000), 21 Grams[image: External link] (2003), and Babel[image: External link] (2006). The film stars Charlize Theron, Jennifer Lawrence, Kim Basinger and Joaquim de Almeida[image: External link]. In Arriaga's directorial debut, he films a story that has multipart story strands woven together as in his previous screenplays. Filming of The Burning Plain began in New Mexico[image: External link] in November 2007, and the film was released in late 2008 in various festivals, before a limited theatrical release in 2009.
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Typical of Arriaga's works, this film is told in a nonlinear narrative, where events are revealed out of sequence. The following plot summary is in chronological order, thus does not reflect the exact sequence of the events as seen on screen.

The story starts some time during the mid-1990s in a small town near Las Cruces, New Mexico (close to the border with Mexico), where Gina (Kim Basinger), a wife and mother to four children, is introduced. Gina is having an affair with a local man named Nick Martinez (Joaquim de Almeida[image: External link]), who also has a family of his own, but unbeknownst to the two, Gina's teenaged daughter Mariana (Jennifer Lawrence) finds out about their love affair. Mariana follows her mother to Nick's trailer. Knowing the two are inside, and in an effort to make them end their affair, she disconnects the gas pipe leading into the trailer and sets it on fire. The flames eventually reach a gas tank, which explodes, consuming the entire trailer and claiming Nick and Gina's lives, although Mariana had no intention of killing either of them. After their funeral, Mariana and Nick's teenaged son, Santiago (JD Pardo[image: External link]), slowly begin to develop a relationship of their own. Mariana soon becomes aware that she is pregnant with Santiago's daughter. The two flee to Mexico amid disapproval from their families and decide to have the baby there; after she gives birth to their daughter, Mariana abandons her family and changes her name to Sylvia.

More than a decade later, Sylvia (now played by Charlize Theron) is working at a high-end restaurant in Oregon. Despite her success, she resorts to promiscuity[image: External link] and has persistent thoughts of suicide. Here, a mysterious man follows her around. It is Carlos (Jose Maria Yazpik), a close friend and business-partner of Santiago. After an accident involving their crop-dusting plane, the hospitalized Santiago urges Carlos to look for Sylvia, for whom Santiago has been searching since she abandoned him and their two-day-old daughter.

Because Carlos does not speak English and Sylvia does not speak Spanish, he has trouble explaining to her the purpose of his visit. Instead, he surprises Sylvia with her now 12-year-old daughter, Maria (Tessa Ia). Maria, who was already reluctant to meet her estranged mother, is heartbroken when Sylvia hastily departs without speaking to either when she sees Maria and Carlos waiting for her outside her home. After realizing her mistake, Sylvia enlists the help of her friend Laura (Robin Tunney[image: External link]) to find Carlos and Maria.

After reuniting, Sylvia, Maria, and Carlos go to Mexico, where Sylvia apologizes to Maria for the years she has been absent from her life. They visit Santiago, who is sedated due to the extent of his injuries. Sylvia confesses her past sins by his bedside, unsure if he will ever wake up again. The doctor reassures them that he will be fine, and the story concludes on a hopeful note.
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 Cast





	
Charlize Theron as Sylvia / Mariana

	
Jennifer Lawrence as Mariana





	
Kim Basinger as Gina

	
Joaquim de Almeida[image: External link] as Nick Martinez

	
John Corbett[image: External link] as John

	
Robin Tunney[image: External link] as Laura

	
Brett Cullen[image: External link] as Robert

	
Danny Pino[image: External link] as Santiago Martinez

	
J.D. Pardo[image: External link] as Young Santiago





	José María Yazpik as Carlos

	Tessa Ia as Maria Martinez

	
Rachel Ticotin[image: External link] as Ana

	Diego J. Torres as Cristobal Martinez

	Rafael Hernández as Doctor Armendariz

	Lisa Kasper as dinner guest
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 Production




The Burning Plain was written and directed by Guillermo Arriaga[image: External link] in his directorial debut after writing the screenplays for director Alejandro González Iñárritu[image: External link]'s films Amores perros[image: External link] (2000), 21 Grams[image: External link] (2003), and Babel[image: External link] (2006).[2] Arriaga said that he wanted to write a script for himself to direct after 11 years of scriptwriting. The writer-director described the premise, "There are very intense love stories here that take place in different places and times, with characters trying to find the healing powers of love, forgiveness and redemption."[3] Arriaga wrote the story of The Burning Plain to weave together multipart story strands. The film was financed by 2929 Productions, and Constantini Films and The Weinstein Company[image: External link] purchased the rights to distribute The Burning Plain in Latin America.[2] The film will have a budget of under $20 million.[3] The Burning Plain began filming in New Mexico[image: External link] on November 5, 2007.[4] Other filming took place in Portland[image: External link] and Depoe Bay[image: External link] in Oregon[image: External link].
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 Release




The Burning Plain was screened at TIFF[image: External link], the Toronto International Film Festival, in September 2008, before being screened at the Savannah Film Festival, which was held from October 25 to November 1, 2008. It was an entrant of the international competition of the 65th Venice International Film Festival[image: External link]. The Burning Plain was released in theaters on September 18, 2009.[5]
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 Reception
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 Critical reception




The Burning Plain has received generally poor reviews from critics. Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reports 34% positive of 73 reviews assessed.[6] Metacritic[image: External link] assigns a "metascore" of 45 (out of 100) based on 18 reviews.[7] Of the most positive reviews, David Gritten writing for The Daily Telegraph decided that it "has all the right credentials: it is serious-minded and dramatic, with universal themes and a clutch of fine acting performances."[8] Wendy Ide, writing for The Times[image: External link] that it is an "elegantly structured tale of lives laced together with tragedy and guilt." Ide also praised Theron's performance and concluded that it is a "quality production."[9] According to Time Out[image: External link], "Arriaga has delivered a compelling and entertaining debut that stays true to his earlier interests."[10]
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 Box office




The film grossed $58,749 in its first weekend in North America.[11] It grossed $200,730 domestically and $5,267,917 in foreign countries, for a total of $5,468,647 worldwide.[1]
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 See also





	
The Burning Plain[image: External link], Mexican literary classic of the same name
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Hyperlink Cinema






Hyperlink cinema is a term coined by author Alissa Quart[image: External link], who used the term in her review of the film Happy Endings[image: External link] (2005) for the film journal Film Comment[image: External link] in 2005.[1] Film critic Roger Ebert popularized the term when reviewing the film Syriana[image: External link] in 2005.[2] These films are not hypermedia[image: External link] and do not have actual hyperlinks[image: External link], but are multilinear in a more metaphorical sense.

In describing Happy Endings, Quart considers captions acting as footnotes[image: External link] and split screen[image: External link] as elements of hyperlink cinema and notes the influence of the World Wide Web[image: External link] and multitasking[image: External link].[1] Playing with time and characters' personal history, plot twists[image: External link], interwoven storylines between multiple characters, jumping between the beginning and end ( flashback[image: External link] and flashforward[image: External link]) are also elements.[1] Ebert further described hyperlink cinema as films where the characters or action reside in separate stories, but a connection or influence between those disparate stories is slowly revealed to the audience; illustrated in Mexican director Alejandro González Iñárritu's[image: External link] films Amores perros[image: External link] (2000), 21 Grams[image: External link] (2003), and Babel[image: External link] (2006).[2][3]

Quart suggests that director Robert Altman[image: External link] created the structure for the genre and demonstrated its usefulness for combining interlocking stories in his films Nashville[image: External link] (1975) and Short Cuts[image: External link] (1993).[4] However, Satyajit Ray's[image: External link] 1962 classic Kanchenjunga[image: External link] has a narrative structure similar to hyperlink cinema and predates Altman's Nashville by 13 years.[5] Ray's contemporaries Mrinal Sen[image: External link] and Ritwik Ghatak[image: External link] employed the structure in their films Calcutta 71[image: External link] and Titash Ekti Nadir Naam[image: External link] respectively, both predating Altman's Nashville.[6]

Quart also mentions the television series 24[image: External link] and discusses Alan Rudolph’s[image: External link] film Welcome to L.A.[image: External link] (1976) as an early prototype.[1] Crash (2004) is an example of the genre, as are Steven Soderbergh[image: External link]'s Traffic[image: External link] (2000), City of God[image: External link] (2002), Syriana[image: External link] (2005), and Nine Lives[image: External link] (2005).[4]
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 Analysis




The hyperlink cinema narrative and story structure can be compared to social science's spatial analysis[image: External link]. As described by Edward Soja and Costis Hadjimichalis spatial analysis examines the "'horizontal experience' of human life, the spatial dimension of individual behavior and social relations, as opposed to the 'vertical experience' of history, tradition, and biography."[7] English critic John Berger[image: External link] notes for the novel that "it is scarcely any longer possible to tell a straight story sequentially unfolding in time" for "we are too aware of what is continually traversing the story line laterally."[7]

An academic analysis of hyperlink cinema appeared in the journal Critical Studies in Media Communication, and referred to the films as Global Network Films. Narine's study examines the films Traffic (2000), Amores perros (2000), 21 Grams (2003), Beyond Borders (2003), Crash (2004; released 2005), Syriana (2005), Babel (2006) and others, citing network theorist Manuel Castells[image: External link] and philosophers Michel Foucault[image: External link] and Slavoj Žižek[image: External link]. The study suggests that the films are network narratives that map the network society[image: External link] and the new connections citizens experience in the age of globalization[image: External link].[8]
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 Hyperlink television




An extension to hyperlink cinema has been proposed by Robert K. Logan[image: External link] and Emma Findlay-White to suggest that hyperlink television has many of the properties of hyperlink cinema in that it also plays with time and characters' personal history, plot twists[image: External link], contains interwoven storylines between multiple characters, jumps between the beginning and end ( flashback[image: External link] and flashforward[image: External link]), and makes use of split screens and footnotes. But in addition it has some marked differences, to wit: weekly dramatic episodes often with multiple seasons such as Downton Abbey[image: External link], Boardwalk Empire[image: External link], The Sopranos[image: External link] and Game of Thrones[image: External link] and multiple episodes as in nightly newscasts such as CNN[image: External link]'s The Situation Room with Wolf Blitzer[image: External link]. The multiple characters of newscasts include two categories: the newsmakers, i.e. the subjects of the news and the anchors, reporters and commentators of the news shows.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Anthology film[image: External link]

	Composite film[image: External link]

	Nonlinear (arts)[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ a b c d e f g h i j Quart, Alissa (Jul–Aug 2005). "Networked"[image: External link]. Film Comment[image: External link]. 41 (4): 48–5. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 3, 2014. Retrieved January 28, 2014.


	
^ a b c d e f Ebert, Roger (December 9, 2005). "Syriana"[image: External link]. Reviews. rogerebert.com. Retrieved July 25, 2007.


	
^ a b c d Ebert, Roger (September 22, 2007). "Babel"[image: External link]. Reviews. rogerebert.com. Retrieved February 8, 2008.


	
^ a b Ebert, Roger (2006). Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook 2007. Andrews McMeel Publishing. p. 100. ISBN 0-7407-6157-9[image: External link]


	
^ a b "Kanchenjungha"[image: External link]. AMC.


	
^ http://www.hindustantimes.com/photos/entertainment/iwantedtoliveritwikghatak/article4-1181084.aspx[image: External link]


	
^ a b Soja, Edward W.; Hadjimichalis, Costis (1979). "Between Geographical Materialism and Spatial Fetishism: Some Observations on the Development of Marxist Spatial Analysis". Antipode. 17 (2–3): 59–67. doi[image: External link]: 10.1111/j.1467-8330.1985.tb00334.x[image: External link].


	
^ Narine, Neil (2010). "Global Trauma and the Cinematic Network Society". Critical Studies in Media Communication. 27 (3): 209–234. doi[image: External link]: 10.1080/15295030903583556[image: External link].


	
^ Ghatak, Ritwik (2000). Rows and Rows of Fences: Ritwik Ghatak on Cinema. Ritwik Memorial & Trust Seagull Books. pp. ix & 134–36. ISBN[image: External link]  81-7046-178-2[image: External link].


	
^ a b Bütün Filmleriyle Yilmaz Güney by Agah Özguc


	
^ Ebert, Roger (January 14, 2009). "After Hours"[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times. Retrieved January 17, 2009.


	
^ Kipp, Jeremiah (August 12, 2008). "Before the Rain | Film Review | Slant Magazine[image: External link]". Retrieved on March 3, 2010.


	
^ Roger Ebert (March 11, 2009). "Exotica"[image: External link].


	
^ Booker, M. Keith. (2007). In Postmodern Hollywood[image: External link]. Greenwood Publishing Group. pp. 12–21. ISBN 0-275-99900-9[image: External link]. Google Book Search. Retrieved on October 18, 2008.


	
^ a b Postmodern Hollywood[image: External link].


	
^ Holden, Stephen (January 22, 1999). "Movie Review – Playing By Heart – FILM REVIEW; In a Cocktail of Romance, Different Flavors of Love – NYTimes.com[image: External link]". Retrieved on March 3, 2010.


	
^ "CODE INCONNU"[image: External link]. Festival de Cannes.


	
^ a b c Ebert, Roger (January 6, 2006). "Cape of Good Hope"[image: External link]. Reviews. rogerebert.com. Retrieved February 8, 2008.


	
^ Ebert, Roger (January 18, 2002). "Lantana"[image: External link]. Reviews. rogerebert.com. Retrieved February 14, 2009.


	
^ Declan Cochran. "11:14, an obscure gem of a movie (review)"[image: External link]. D&CFilm.


	
^ "Look Both Ways"[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times.


	
^ Skinner, Marjorie. (September 4, 2008). "The Celestial Prophecy :: Living on The Edge of Heaven[image: External link]". Portland Mercury[image: External link]. Retrieved on September 5, 2008.


	
^ Gandert, Sean. (October 18, 2007). "Paste Magazine  :: Review :: Rendition[image: External link]". Paste[image: External link]. Retrieved on February 8, 2008.


	
^ "The Air I Breathe – Movie – Review[image: External link]". The New York Times. Retrieved on May 13, 2008.


	
^ van Hoeij, Boyd. (May 19, 2008). "European Films – review: Gomorra (Gomorrah) (Cannes 2008)[image: External link]". Retrieved on October 30, 2008.


	
^ Gupta, Shubra (August 23, 2008). "Mumbai Meri Jaan (Hindi)[image: External link]". Retrieved on August 8, 2009.


	
^ Snider, Eric D. (February 16, 2010). "Portland Film Fest Review: Ajami – Cinematical[image: External link]". Retrieved on March 3, 2010.


	
^ Anderson, Melissa. (May 8, 2009). "Powder Blue Review – Read Variety's Analysis Of The Movie Powder Blue[image: External link]". Retrieved on July 21, 2010.


	
^ "REVIEW: Hereafter « Marshall and the Movies"[image: External link]. Marshall and the Movies.


	
^ Akhilesh. (May 8, 2009). " [1][image: External link]". Retrieved on January 11, 2011.


	
^ "Bombay March 12 Review"[image: External link]. nowrunning. July 3, 2011.


	
^ Wickman, Forrest (September 9, 2011). "Steven Soderbergh's Contagion"[image: External link]. Slate.com.


	
^ LaSalle, Mick (October 25, 2012). "'Cloud Atlas' review: Baring your soul - SFGate[image: External link]". SFGate[image: External link]. Retrieved on June 8, 2013.


	
^ Hachard, Thomas (April 7, 2013). "Disconnect"[image: External link]. Slant Magazine[image: External link]. Retrieved August 16, 2016.


	
^ https://www.theguardian.com/film/2016/jan/24/the-big-short-review-crash-riveting-steve-carell-christian-bale[image: External link]


	
^ http://www.deccanchronicle.com/entertainment/kollywood/170716/sree-regina-film-maanagaram-with-a-hyperlink-narration.html[image: External link]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Jason Kottke's explanation of the origin of the term[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	Film genres[image: External link]

	Film styles[image: External link]

	Concepts in film theory[image: External link]

	History of film[image: External link]

	Words coined in the 2000s[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 9 June 2017, at 11:33.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Hyperlink Cinema: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyperlink_cinema [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Hyperlink_cinema [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Early life

	2 Career

	3 Awards and honors

	4 Personal life

	5 Filmography

	6 Discography

	7 See also

	8 References

	9 Bibliography

	10 Further reading

	11 External links





Kim Basinger






Kimila Ann Basinger (/'beIsINGer /[image: External link] BAY -sing-ər[image: External link]; born December 8, 1953) is an American actress, singer and former fashion model. Following a successful modeling career in New York during the 1970s, Basinger moved to Los Angeles where she began her acting career on television in 1976. She starred in several made-for-TV films, including a remake of From Here to Eternity[image: External link] (1979), before making her feature debut in the 1981 drama Hard Country[image: External link]. She won the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for her performance as Lynn Bracken in the 1997 film L.A. Confidential[image: External link].

Basinger came to prominence playing Bond girl[image: External link] Domino Petachi[image: External link] in the 1983 film Never Say Never Again[image: External link], opposite Sean Connery[image: External link], and went on to receive a Golden Globe[image: External link] nomination for her role as Memo Paris in The Natural[image: External link] (1984). She starred as Elizabeth in the controversial erotic romantic drama 9½ Weeks[image: External link] (1986) with Mickey Rourke[image: External link], and as Vicki Vale[image: External link] in Tim Burton[image: External link]'s blockbuster Batman[image: External link] (1989), which remains the highest-grossing film of her career. For her role in L.A. Confidential, she also won the Golden Globe for Best Supporting Actress and the SAG Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]. Her other films include I Dreamed of Africa[image: External link] (2000), 8 Mile[image: External link] (2002), The Door in the Floor[image: External link] (2004), Cellular[image: External link] (2004), The Nice Guys[image: External link] (2016), and Fifty Shades Darker[image: External link] (2017).
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 Early life




Basinger was born in Athens, Georgia[image: External link], on December 8, 1953.[1] Her mother, Ann Lee (née Cordell), was a model, actress and swimmer who appeared in several Esther Williams[image: External link] films.[1][2] Her father, Donald Wade Basinger, was a big band[image: External link] musician and loan manager; as a U.S. Army[image: External link] soldier, he landed in Normandy[image: External link] on D-Day[image: External link].[3] The third of five children,[1] she has two brothers, James Michael "Mick" and Skip, and two sisters, Ashley and Barbara. Basinger's ancestry includes English[image: External link], German[image: External link], Swedish[image: External link], and Scots-Irish[image: External link].[4][5][6] She was raised a Methodist[image: External link].[7] Basinger has described herself as extremely shy[image: External link], which had a major effect on her during her childhood and young adulthood.[5] She has said that her shyness was so extreme that she would faint[image: External link] if asked to speak in class.[5][1]

Basinger studied ballet[image: External link] from about age three to her mid-teens. By her mid-teens, she grew in confidence and successfully auditioned for the school cheerleading team.[1] At 17, she entered the America's Junior Miss Scholarship Pageant, won at the city level and was crowned Athens Junior Miss. Although she lost in the state pageant to Sue Whitted, who competed as "Georgia's Junior Miss," her beauty was profiled in the national program.[8] She had competed at the state level for the Breck Scholarship and was featured in an ad for Breck in a joint portrait with her mother. She was subsequently offered a modeling contract with the Ford Modeling Agency[image: External link].[1] She turned it down in favor of singing and acting, and enrolled at the University of Georgia[image: External link], but soon reconsidered and went to New York to become a Ford model.[1] Despite earning $1,000 a day, Basinger never enjoyed modeling, saying "It was very hard to go from one booking to another and always have to deal with the way I looked. I couldn't stand it. I felt myself choking."[1] Basinger has said that even as a model, when others relished looking in the mirror before appearing, she abhorred it and would avoid mirrors out of insecurity.[9] Not long after her Ford deal, Basinger appeared on the cover of magazines. She appeared in hundreds of advertisements throughout the early 1970s, most notably as the Breck Shampoo[image: External link] girl.[10] She alternated between modeling and attending acting classes at the Neighborhood Playhouse, as well as performing in Greenwich Village clubs as a singer.[11]
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 1977–1982: Early work




In 1976, after five years as a cover girl, Basinger quit modeling and moved to Los Angeles[image: External link] to act. She made guest appearances on a few TV shows such as McMillan & Wife[image: External link] and Charlie's Angels[image: External link],[12] turning down a regular role in the latter series that eventually went to Cheryl Ladd[image: External link].[13] Her first starring vehicle was a made-for-TV movie, Katie: Portrait of a Centerfold[image: External link] (1978), in which she played a small-town girl who goes to Hollywood to become an actress and winds up becoming a famous centerfold for a men's magazine.[14] In 1979, she co-starred with Natalie Wood[image: External link], William Devane[image: External link] and Steve Railsback[image: External link] in the miniseries remake of From Here to Eternity[image: External link], reprising the role in a 13-episode spinoff[image: External link] that aired in 1980.[14] Her feature debut was the critically well-received rural drama Hard Country[image: External link] (1981),[5] followed by the Charlton Heston[image: External link]-directed adventure film Mother Lode[image: External link] (1982).

In 1981, Basinger posed for a famous nude pictorial for Playboy[image: External link],[13] which didn't appear for two years, until she used it to promote her breakthrough role as the Bond girl[image: External link] Domino Petachi[image: External link] in Never Say Never Again[image: External link] (1983), where she starred opposite Sean Connery[image: External link]. In his review of the film, Gary Arnold of The Washington Post said Basinger "looks like a voluptuous sibling of Liv Ullmann and has a certain something."[15] Basinger said her subsequent Playboy appearance led to further opportunities, such as Barry Levinson[image: External link]'s The Natural[image: External link] (1984), co-starring Robert Redford[image: External link], for which she earned a Golden Globe[image: External link] nomination as Best Supporting Actress.

In 1986, Basinger starred opposite Mickey Rourke[image: External link] in Adrian Lyne[image: External link]'s controversial erotic romantic drama 9½ Weeks[image: External link].[16] Though the film failed at the U.S. box office, it performed very well in Europe, especially France, and acquired a large American fanbase on home video and cable. Roger Ebert praised the film, comparing it to Last Tango in Paris[image: External link], and said Basinger helped "develop an erotic tension... that is convincing, complicated and sensual."[17] Academy Award[image: External link]-winning writer-director Robert Benton[image: External link] cast her in the title role for the film Nadine[image: External link] (1987). Several directors cast her twice in their films, including Blake Edwards[image: External link] for The Man Who Loved Women[image: External link] (1983) and Blind Date[image: External link] (1987) and Robert Altman[image: External link] for Fool for Love[image: External link] (1985) and Prêt-à-Porter[image: External link] (1994).
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 1989–2002: Mainstream exposure




The highest-grossing film of her career thus far was Tim Burton[image: External link]'s 1989 film Batman[image: External link],[18] where Basinger played the role of photojournalist Vicki Vale[image: External link].[5] After her role in Batman, Basinger was invited to present the award for Best Original Score at the 63rd Academy Awards[image: External link], during which she publicly chastised the Academy for not nominating Spike Lee[image: External link]'s Do the Right Thing[image: External link] (1990) for Best Picture.[19]

In 1992, Basinger was a guest vocalist on a re-recorded version of Was (Not Was)[image: External link]'s "Shake Your Head[image: External link]", which also featured Ozzy Osbourne[image: External link] on vocals, and reached the UK Top 5.[20] That same year, she starred in the live-action/animated film, Cool World[image: External link] (directed by Ralph Bakshi[image: External link]), where she voiced/played Holli Would, a cartoon bombshell who longs to become a real human woman. The film marks her only voice-acting role to date.

In 1997, after a three-year hiatus from acting, Basinger made a comeback as the femme fatale[image: External link] in Curtis Hanson[image: External link]'s neo-noir L.A. Confidential[image: External link] alongside Guy Pearce[image: External link] and Russell Crowe[image: External link]. She initially turned down the film twice, feeling an insecurity at returning to the screen and enjoying motherhood.[5][9] The role earned her an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link], as well as the Golden Globe[image: External link] and Screen Actor's Guild[image: External link] Award. She holds the distinction of being the only actress who has both posed nude in Playboy and won an Academy Award (Oscar winner Charlize Theron also appeared nude in Playboy, but those photos were from a separate shoot and published in the magazine without her consent). In a 2000 interview with Charlie Rose[image: External link], Basinger said that L.A. Confidential and her next project, I Dreamed of Africa[image: External link] (2000) (where she played Kuki Gallmann[image: External link]), were the most pleasurable of her career and that the cast were all there for the right reasons.[9] She says that Vincent Pérez[image: External link] was the "most incredible actor she had ever worked with" and had the "biggest heart of anybody she has ever worked with."[9] Hanson cast her again, as Eminem's mother in 8 Mile[image: External link] (2002).
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 2004–present: Later projects




In 2004, Basinger co-starred with Jeff Bridges[image: External link] and Jon Foster[image: External link] in The Door in the Floor[image: External link], a drama with heavy sexual themes adapted from the novel A Widow for One Year[image: External link] by John Irving[image: External link]. She was next featured in the crime thrillers Cellular[image: External link] (2004) and The Sentinel[image: External link] (2006), and starred in the Lifetime[image: External link] original film The Mermaid Chair[image: External link] (2006) as a married woman who falls in love with a Benedictine monk and experiences a self-awakening. Her 2009 film The Informers[image: External link] premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in January 2009. Her next film, The Burning Plain, was screened at the Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] in September 2008 and at the Savannah Film Festival in October 2008.[21]

Basinger's more recent work in the 2010s includes Charlie St. Cloud[image: External link] (2010) and Grudge Match[image: External link] (2013). She recently finished filming 4 Minute Mile[image: External link] for director Charles-Olivier Michaud[image: External link], where she stars alongside Richard Jenkins[image: External link], Kelly Blatz[image: External link] and Analeigh Tipton[image: External link], and a German-Danish movie directed by Anders Morgenthaler[image: External link], The 11th Hour. The latter work has been presented at the 2014 Hamburg Film Festival, held in September. Basinger played Elena Lincoln in the film adaptation of Fifty Shades Darker[image: External link] (2017), the sequel to Fifty Shades of Grey[image: External link].[22]
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 Awards and honors




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Kim Basinger[image: External link]


Basinger has received an Academy Award[image: External link], a Golden Globe[image: External link] award (out of two nominations), a Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link] (out of two nominations), an award from the National Board of Review of Motion Pictures[image: External link], and an award from the Southeastern Film Critics Association. For her lifetime achievements in the cinematic arts, she received the Athena Award at the Kudzu Film Festival, and has two stars on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link]. She has also been nominated for the British Academy Film Awards, the People's Choice Awards[image: External link], the Saturn Awards[image: External link] (three times) and the MTV Movie Awards[image: External link] (four times).
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 Personal life




In 1979, Basinger met makeup artist Ron Snyder-Britton (born Ronald Snyder) on the film Hard Country[image: External link], and they married on October 12, 1980. In the same year, Basinger developed agoraphobia[image: External link] following an episode where she had a panic attack in a grocery store, and was housebound for two months.[9] Snyder quit his job during the marriage and changed his surname to Britton after Basinger had requested he choose "something with a B" so she could keep the same initials when using her married name.[13] They separated in November 1988, when she left him for Batman[image: External link] producer Jon Peters[image: External link],[23] and were divorced a few days before Christmas 1989.[24] In the interim, Basinger also dated Prince[image: External link].[3] Britton later wrote a memoir titled Longer Than Forever, published in 1998, about their time together, in which he claimed Basinger suffered a miscarriage in 1981 and had an affair with Richard Gere while filming No Mercy[image: External link] (1986).[13] Basinger met her second husband, Alec Baldwin[image: External link], in 1990 when they played lovers in The Marrying Man[image: External link], and they married on August 19, 1993. They appeared together in the remake of The Getaway[image: External link] (1994) and played themselves in a 1998 episode of The Simpsons[image: External link], in which Basinger corrected Homer Simpson[image: External link] on the pronunciation of her last name and polished her Oscar statuette. Basinger and Baldwin have a daughter, Ireland Eliesse Baldwin[image: External link] (born October 23, 1995). They separated on December 5, 2000,[25] and divorced on February 3, 2002. In 2008, Baldwin wrote a book which dealt with the contentious custody battle with Basinger over their daughter.[26]
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 Financial problems




Some family members recommended Basinger buy the bulk of the privately owned land in the small town of Braselton, Georgia[image: External link], some 1,691 acres in 1989, for $20 million, to establish it as a tourist attraction with movie studios and a film festival.[27] However, she encountered financial difficulties and started to sell parts of it off in 1995.[28] The town is now owned by developer Wayne Mason. In a 1998 interview with Barbara Walters[image: External link], Basinger stated that "nothing good came out of it," because a rift resulted within her family.

Basinger's financial difficulties were exacerbated when she pulled out of the controversial film Boxing Helena[image: External link] (1993), resulting in the studio's winning an $8.1 million judgment against her. Basinger filed for bankruptcy[image: External link] [29] and appealed[image: External link] the jury's decision to a higher court, which ruled in her favor. She and the studio settled for $3.8 million instead.[28]
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 Activism




Basinger is a vegetarian[image: External link] and an animal rights[image: External link] supporter. She has posed for anti-fur advertisements by PETA[image: External link].[30] Basinger also filmed a public service announcement (PSA) on downed farm animals for Farm Sanctuary[image: External link], stating about a calf born to a dairy cow and taken from her, "He should be with his mother."[31]
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 Filmography




Main article: Kim Basinger filmography[image: External link]
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 Discography





	Studio albums




	1989: Hollywood Affair, produced by Prince[image: External link]; Sabotage Records




	EPs




	1989: The Scandalous Sex Suite EP[image: External link] with Prince, Warner Bros. Records[image: External link]


	1991: Too Hot to Handle EP[image: External link]: Music from the Original Motion Picture Soundtrack (to The Marrying Man), produced by Tim Hauser[image: External link]; Hollywood Records[image: External link]
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	List of stars on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link]
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Charlize Theron






Charlize Theron (/Sa:r'li:z 'theren /[image: External link] shar- LEEZ[image: External link] THERR -ən[image: External link][2] or /Sa:r'li:s 'theeren /[image: External link] shar- LEES[image: External link] THAIR -en[image: External link];[3] Afrikaans: [ʃarˈlis trɔn][image: External link];[4] born 7 August 1975)[5] is a South African-American actress and film producer. She has starred in several Hollywood films[image: External link], such as The Devil's Advocate[image: External link] (1997), Mighty Joe Young[image: External link] (1998), The Cider House Rules[image: External link] (1999), Monster[image: External link] (2003), The Italian Job[image: External link] (2003), Hancock[image: External link] (2008), A Million Ways to Die in the West[image: External link] (2014), Mad Max: Fury Road[image: External link] (2015) and The Fate of the Furious[image: External link] (2017).

Theron received critical acclaim for her portrayal of serial killer Aileen Wuornos[image: External link] in Monster[image: External link] (2003), for which she won the Academy Award[image: External link], Silver Bear[image: External link], Golden Globe Award and Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link] for Best Actress among several other accolades, becoming the first South African to win an Academy Award in a major acting category. She received Academy Award and Golden Globe Award nominations for her performance in the sexual harassment-themed drama North Country[image: External link] in 2005 and a Golden Globe Award nomination for her performance in Jason Reitman[image: External link]'s 2011 film Young Adult[image: External link].

Theron became a U.S. citizen in 2007, while retaining her South African citizenship. In the late 2000s, she moved into the field of producing, both in television and film. In 2006, she produced the documentary East of Havana[image: External link]. She had producing credits on the films The Burning Plain (2008) and Dark Places[image: External link] (2015), both of which she starred in. In 2012, she played Queen Ravenna[image: External link] in Snow White and the Huntsman[image: External link] and Meredith Vickers in Prometheus[image: External link], both of which were box office successes. She reprised her role of Queen Ravenna in the 2016 follow-up film The Huntsman: Winter's War[image: External link]. In 2016, Time Magazine named her in the annual Time 100 most influential people list.[6]



TOP
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 Early life




Theron was born in Benoni[image: External link], in the then-Transvaal Province[image: External link] of South Africa, the only child of Gerda Jacoba Aletta (née Maritz)[7][8] and Charles Jacobus Theron (born 27 November 1947).[8][9] Second Boer War[image: External link] figure Danie Theron[image: External link] was her great-great-uncle.[10] She is from an Afrikaner[image: External link] family, and her ancestry includes Dutch[image: External link], as well as French[image: External link] and German[image: External link]; her French forebears were early Huguenot[image: External link] settlers in South Africa.[10] "Theron" is an Occitan[image: External link] surname (originally spelled Théron) pronounced in Afrikaans[image: External link] as [trɔn][image: External link] (or [tron][image: External link]).

She grew up on her parents' farm in Benoni[image: External link], near Johannesburg[image: External link].[11][12][13] On 21 June 1991, Theron's father, an alcoholic[image: External link],[13] physically attacked her mother and threatened both her and her mother while drunk; Theron's mother then shot and killed him. The shooting was legally adjudged to have been self-defence, and so her mother faced no charges.[14][15]

Theron attended Putfontein Primary School (Laerskool Putfontein), a period during which she has said she was not "fitting in."[16] At thirteen, Theron was sent to boarding school and began her studies at the National School of the Arts in Johannesburg[image: External link].[13] Although Theron is fluent in English, her first language[image: External link] is Afrikaans[image: External link].[17][18]
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 Career
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 Early work




Although seeing herself as a dancer,[19] Theron at 16 won a one-year modelling contract[13] at a local competition in Salerno[image: External link][19][20] and with her mother moved to Milan[image: External link], Italy.[21] After Theron spent a year modelling throughout Europe, she and her mother moved to the US, both New York City and Miami[image: External link].[21] In New York, she attended the Joffrey Ballet School[image: External link], where she trained as a ballet dancer until a knee injury closed this career path.[19] As Theron recalled in 2008:


I went to New York for three days to model, and then I spent a winter in New York in a friend's windowless basement apartment. I was broke, I was taking class at the Joffrey Ballet, and my knees gave out. I realized I couldn't dance anymore, and I went into a major depression[image: External link]. My mom came over from South Africa and said, 'Either you figure out what to do next or you come home, because you can sulk in South Africa'.[19]



At 19,[22] Theron flew to Los Angeles[image: External link], on a one-way ticket her mother bought for her, intending to work in the film industry.[19] During the initial months there, she went to a Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link] bank to cash a cheque her mother had sent to help with the rent.[23] When the teller refused to cash it, Theron engaged in a shouting match with him.[13] Upon seeing this, talent agent[image: External link] John Crosby,[23] waiting behind her, handed her his business card and subsequently introduced her to casting agents and also an acting school.[23][24] She later fired him as her manager after he kept sending her scripts for films similar to Showgirls[image: External link] and Species.[25] After several months in the city, she made her film debut with a non-speaking role in the horror film[image: External link] Children of the Corn III: Urban Harvest[image: External link] (1995).[13] Her first speaking role was a supporting but significant and attention-garnering part as a hitwoman in 2 Days in the Valley[image: External link] (1996).[13] Larger roles in widely released Hollywood films followed, and her career expanded in the late 1990s with box-office successes like The Devil's Advocate[image: External link] (1997), Mighty Joe Young[image: External link] (1998), and The Cider House Rules[image: External link] (1999).[13] She was on the cover of the January 1999 issue of Vanity Fair as the "White Hot Venus".[26] She also appeared on the cover of the May 1999 issue of Playboy[image: External link] magazine, in photos taken several years earlier when she was an unknown model; Theron unsuccessfully sued the magazine for publishing them without her consent.[27][28]
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 Success and hiatus




She starred in five films in 2000: Reindeer Games[image: External link], The Yards[image: External link], The Legend of Bagger Vance[image: External link] and Men of Honor[image: External link], Sweet November[image: External link] and was briefly considered a new "It girl[image: External link]". Theron has said of this period in her career that, "I kept finding myself in a place where directors would back me but studios didn't. [I began] a love affair with directors, the ones I really, truly admired. I found myself making really bad movies, too. Reindeer Games was not a good movie, but I did it because I loved John Frankenheimer[image: External link]."[29]

After appearing in other films, Theron starred as serial killer[image: External link] Aileen Wuornos[image: External link] in Monster[image: External link] (2003).[13] Film critic Roger Ebert called it "one of the greatest performances in the history of the cinema".[30] For her role, she won the Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link] at the 76th Academy Awards[image: External link] in February 2004,[31] as well as the Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link] and the Golden Globe Award.[32] She is the first South African to win an Oscar for Best Actress.[33] The Oscar win pushed her to The Hollywood Reporter's 2006 list of highest-paid actresses in Hollywood, earning US$10 million for both her subsequent films, North Country[image: External link] and Aeon Flux[image: External link], she ranked seventh, behind Halle Berry[image: External link], Cameron Diaz, Drew Barrymore, Renée Zellweger, Reese Witherspoon and Nicole Kidman.[34] AskMen also named her the number one most desirable woman of 2003.[35]

In 2005, Theron portrayed Rita[image: External link], Michael Bluth[image: External link]'s (Jason Bateman[image: External link]) love interest, on the third season of Fox's[image: External link] critically acclaimed television series Arrested Development[image: External link].[36] She also received Golden Globe Award and Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link] nominations for her role of Britt Ekland[image: External link] in the 2004 HBO[image: External link] film The Life and Death of Peter Sellers[image: External link].[37] On 30 September, Theron received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link].[33] In the same year, she starred in the financially unsuccessful science fiction thriller Aeon Flux[image: External link]. She also received the 2005 Spike Video Game Award[image: External link] for Best Performance by a Human Female for her voiceover work in the Aeon Flux[image: External link] video game.[38][39] Theron was listed for the role of Susan Storm[image: External link] in the film Fantastic Four[image: External link] (2005).[40][41]

Theron received Best Actress Academy Award[image: External link] and Golden Globe Award nominations for her lead performance in the drama North Country[image: External link].[31][32] Ms. magazine[image: External link] also honoured her for this performance with a feature article in its Fall 2005 issue.[42] She was supposed to star in the screen adaption of the short story The Ice at the Bottom of the World by Mark Richard[image: External link], and it was to be directed by Kimberly Peirce[image: External link][43] and produced by Theron's company Denver and Delilah Productions[image: External link] (named after Theron's two dogs). Theron has owned the rights for many years.[44] She was also supposed to star in a movie adaption of the graphic novel Jinx[image: External link], but neither project has been produced yet.[43]

In 2008, Theron was named the Hasty Pudding Theatricals[image: External link] Woman of the Year[image: External link].[45] That year she also starred with Will Smith in the superhero film[image: External link] Hancock[image: External link], and in late 2008 she was asked to be a UN Messenger of Peace[image: External link] by the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon[image: External link].[46]

On 4 December 2009, Theron co-presented the draw for the 2010 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] in Cape Town[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link], accompanied by several other celebrities of South African nationality or ancestry. During rehearsals she drew an Ireland[image: External link] ball instead of France[image: External link] as a joke at the expense of FIFA, referring to Thierry Henry[image: External link]'s handball controversy in the play-off match[image: External link] between France and Ireland.[47][48] The stunt alarmed FIFA enough for it to fear she might do it again in front of a live global audience.[49]
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 Recent work




Following a two-year hiatus from the big screen, Theron returned to the spotlight in 2011 with Young Adult[image: External link]. Directed by Jason Reitman, the film earned critical acclaim, especially for Theron's performance. She was nominated for a Golden Globe Award and several other awards. Theron then played the Evil Queen Ravenna, Snow White's evil stepmother[image: External link], in the film Snow White and the Huntsman[image: External link], which began production in 2011 and was released in 2012.[50] In 2011, she described her process for becoming the characters in her film:


When I'm figuring out a character, for me it's easy, since once I say yes to something, I become super-obsessed about it – and I have an obsessive nature in general. How I want to play it starts at that moment. It's a very lonely, internal experience. I think about [the character] all the time – I observe things, I see things and file things [in my head], everything geared to what I'm going to do. I'm obsessed with the human condition. You read the script and become obsessed with [a character's] nature, her habits. When the camera rolls, it's time to do my job, to do the honest truth. You can't do that part of the [character-creation] work when you're [in the middle of] making the film. At least I can't.[51]



In 2012, she starred in Ridley Scott[image: External link]'s science fiction film Prometheus[image: External link]. In 2013, Vulture/NYMag named her the 68th Most Valuable Star in Hollywood saying: "We’re just happy that Theron can stay on the list in a year when she didn’t come out with anything … any actress who’s got that kind of skill, beauty, and ferocity ought to have a permanent place in Hollywood."[52]

In 2015, Theron played Libby Day, the lead character in the film adaptation of the Gillian Flynn[image: External link] novel Dark Places[image: External link], directed by Gilles Paquet-Brenner[image: External link]. Theron also had a producer credit.[53] The same year, Theron also starred as Imperator Furiosa[image: External link] in Mad Max: Fury Road[image: External link] (2015), opposite Tom Hardy[image: External link].[54][55]

Theron reprised her role as Queen Ravenna in the fantasy epic The Huntsman: Winter's War[image: External link], a sequel to Snow White and the Huntsman[image: External link]. The film was released on 22 April 2016.[56]

She is to appear in Atomic Blonde[image: External link], an adaptation of the graphic novel The Coldest City, directed by David Leitch[image: External link]. Production started in November 2015.[57]
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The Charlize Theron Africa Outreach Project (CTAOP) was created in 2007 by Theron, a UN Messenger of Peace, in an effort to support African youth in the fight against HIV/AIDS. CTAOP's mission is to help keep African youth safe from HIV/AIDS. The project is committed to supporting community-engaged organizations that address the key drivers of the disease. Although the geographic scope of CTAOP is Sub-Saharan Africa, the primary concentration has mostly been Charlize's home country of South Africa. CTAOP's approach is based on the belief that community-based organizations on the ground understand the social and structural relationships of their communities better than anyone. By supporting these organizations through grant giving, networking, and spotlighting their work, CTAOP enables communities to mobilize and empower themselves to prevent HIV.[58]

In 2008, Theron was named a United Nations Messenger of Peace[image: External link].[59] In his citation, Ban Ki-Moon[image: External link] said of Theron "You have consistently dedicated yourself to improving the lives of women and children in South Africa, and to preventing and stopping violence against women and girls."[60] She recorded a public service announcement[image: External link] in 2014 as part of their Stop Rape Now program.[61]

In December 2009, CTAOP and TOMS Shoes[image: External link] partnered to create a limited edition unisex shoe. The shoe was made from vegan materials and inspired by the African baobab[image: External link] tree, the silhouette of which was embroidered on blue and orange canvas. Ten-thousand pairs were given to destitute children, and a portion of the proceeds went to CTAOP.[62]

Theron is involved in women's rights organizations and has marched in pro-choice[image: External link] rallies.[63] Theron also is a supporter of animal rights[image: External link] and active member of PETA[image: External link]. She appeared in a PETA ad for its anti-fur campaign.[64]

Theron is a supporter of same-sex marriage and attended a march and rally to support that in Fresno, California[image: External link], on 30 May 2009.[65] She has publicly stated that she refuses to get married until same sex marriage is legal in the United States. Theron commented on the subject matter, saying: "I don't want to get married because right now the institution of marriage feels very one-sided, and I want to live in a country where we all have equal rights. I think it would be exactly the same if we were married, but for me to go through that kind of ceremony, because I have so many friends who are gays and lesbians who would so badly want to get married, that I wouldn't be able to sleep with myself."[66] Theron further elaborated on her stance in a June 2011 interview on Piers Morgan Tonight[image: External link]. She stated: "I do have a problem with the fact that our government hasn't stepped up enough to make this federal, to make [gay marriage] legal. I think everybody has that right."[67]

In March 2014, CTAOP was among the charities that benefited from the annual Fame and Philanthropy[image: External link] fundraising event on the night of the 86th Academy Awards[image: External link]. Theron was an honoured guest along with Halle Berry[image: External link] and keynote speaker James Cameron[image: External link].[68]

In 2015, Theron signed an open letter which the ONE Campaign[image: External link] had been collecting signatures for; the letter was addressed to Angela Merkel[image: External link] and Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma[image: External link], urging them to focus on women as they serve as the head of the G7 in Germany and the AU in South Africa respectively, which will start to set the priorities in development funding before a main UN summit in September 2015 that will establish new development goals for the generation.[69]
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Having signed a deal with John Galliano[image: External link] in 2004, Theron replaced Estonian[image: External link] model Tiiu Kuik[image: External link] as the spokeswoman in the "J'adore" advertisements by Christian Dior[image: External link].[70] From October 2005 to December 2006, Theron earned US$3 million for the use of her image in a worldwide print media advertising campaign for Raymond Weil[image: External link] watches.[71] In February 2006, she and her loan-out corporation[clarification needed[image: External link]] were sued by Weil for breach of contract.[71][72] The lawsuit was settled on 4 November 2008.[73]
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Theron dated Irish actor Stuart Townsend[image: External link] after meeting him on the set of 2002's Trapped[image: External link]. The couple lived together in Los Angeles and Ireland.[74] Theron split from Townsend when she came back from a holiday in Mexico[image: External link] in January 2010.[75]

In 2007, Theron became a naturalized citizen of the United States,[76] while retaining her South African citizenship[image: External link].[77]

Theron has two children, both adopted. In March 2012 she adopted a boy.[78] In July 2015 she adopted a girl.[79][80] She lives in Los Angeles[image: External link].[81]
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 Health concerns




While filming Aeon Flux[image: External link] in Berlin[image: External link], Germany, Theron suffered a herniated disc[image: External link] in her neck, caused by a fall while filming a series of back handsprings[image: External link]. It required her to wear a neck brace for a month.[82] In July 2009, she was diagnosed with a serious stomach virus, thought to be contracted while overseas.[83][84] While filming The Road[image: External link], Theron injured her vocal cords[image: External link] during the labour[image: External link] screaming scenes.[85]
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Main article: Charlize Theron filmography[image: External link]
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Main article: List of accolades received by Charlize Theron[image: External link]
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The Boston Globe






The Boston Globe is an American daily newspaper[image: External link] based in Boston[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link]. Founded in 1872 by Charles H. Taylor[image: External link], it was privately held until 1973, when it went public as Affiliated Publications. The company was acquired in 1993 by The New York Times Company[image: External link]; two years later Boston.com[image: External link] was established as the newspaper's online edition. In 2011, a BostonGlobe.com subscription site was launched. In 2013, the newspaper and websites were purchased by John W. Henry[image: External link], a businessman whose other holdings include the Boston Red Sox[image: External link] and Liverpool F.C.[image: External link]

The Boston Globe has been awarded 26 Pulitzer Prizes since 1966, and its chief print rival is the Boston Herald[image: External link].[4]
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The Boston Globe was founded in 1872 by six Boston businessmen, including Charles H. Taylor[image: External link] and Eben Jordan, who jointly invested $150,000 (worth $2,998,750 today). The first issue was published on March 4, 1872, and cost four cents. Originally a morning daily, it began a Sunday edition in 1877, which absorbed the rival Boston Weekly Globe in 1892.[5] In 1878, The Boston Globe started an afternoon edition called The Boston Evening Globe, which ceased publication in 1979. By the 1890s, The Boston Globe had become a stronghold, with an editorial staff dominated by Irish Catholics[image: External link].[6]

In 1964, Tom Winship succeeded his father, Larry Winship, as editor. The younger Winship transformed The Globe from a mediocre local paper into a regional paper of national distinction. He served as editor until 1984, during which time the paper won a dozen Pulitzer Prizes[image: External link], the first in the paper's history.[7]

The Boston Globe was a private company until 1973 when it went public under the name Affiliated Publications. It continued to be managed by the descendants of Charles H. Taylor. In 1993, The New York Times Company[image: External link] purchased Affiliated Publications for US$[image: External link]1.1 billion, making The Boston Globe a wholly owned subsidiary of The New York Times' parent.[8][9] The Jordan and Taylor families received substantial New York Times Company stock, but the last Taylor family members have since left management.[10]

Boston.com[image: External link], the online edition of The Boston Globe, was launched on the World Wide Web[image: External link] in 1995.[11] Consistently ranked among the top ten newspaper websites in America,[12] it has won numerous national awards and took two regional Emmy Awards[image: External link] in 2009 for its video work.[13]

Under the helm of editor Martin Baron[image: External link] and then Brian McGrory[image: External link], The Globe shifted away from coverage of international news in favor of Boston-area news.[14] Globe reporters Michael Rezendes[image: External link], Matt Carroll, Sacha Pfeiffer[image: External link] and Walter Robinson[image: External link] and editor Ben Bradlee Jr.[image: External link] were an instrumental part of uncovering the Roman Catholic Church sex abuse scandal[image: External link] in 2001–2003, especially in relation to Massachusetts churches. They were awarded the Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] for their work, one of several the paper has received for its investigative journalism,[15] and their work was dramatized in the 2015 Academy Award-winning[image: External link] film Spotlight, named after the paper's in-depth investigative division.

The Boston Globe is credited[by whom?[image: External link]] with allowing Peter Gammons[image: External link] to start his Notes section on baseball, which has become a mainstay in all major newspapers nationwide. In 2004, Gammons was selected as the 56th recipient of the J. G. Taylor Spink Award[image: External link] for outstanding baseball writing, given by the BBWAA[image: External link], and was honored at the Baseball Hall of Fame[image: External link] on July 31, 2005.[16]

In 2007, Charlie Savage[image: External link], whose reports on President Bush[image: External link]'s use of signing statements[image: External link] made national news, won the Pulitzer Prize for National Reporting[image: External link].[17]

The Boston Globe has consistently been ranked in the forefront of American journalism. Time magazine listed it as one of the ten best US daily newspapers in 1974 and 1984, and the Globe tied for sixth in a national survey of top editors who chose "America's Best Newspapers" in the Columbia Journalism Review[image: External link] in 1999.[18]

The Boston Globe hosts 28 blogs[image: External link] covering a variety of topics including Boston sports, local politics and a blog made up of posts from the paper's opinion writers.[19]

On April 2, 2009, The New York Times Company threatened to close the paper if its unions did not agree to $20,000,000 of cost savings.[20][21] Some of the cost savings include reducing union employees' pay by 5%, ending pension contributions, ending certain employees' tenures.[20][21] The Boston Globe eliminated the equivalent of fifty full-time jobs; among buy-outs and layoffs, it swept out most of the part-time employees in the editorial sections. However, early on the morning of May 5, 2009, The New York Times Company announced it had reached a tentative deal with the Boston Newspaper Guild, which represents most of the Globe's editorial staff, that allowed it to get the concessions it demanded. The paper's other three major unions had agreed to concessions on May 3, 2009, after The New York Times Company threatened to give the government 60-days notice that it intended to close the paper.[22] Despite the cuts helping to "significantly [improve]" its financial performance by October of that year, The Globe's parent company indicated that it was considering strategic alternatives for the paper, but did not plan to sell it.[23] In September 2011, The Boston Globe launched a dedicated, subscription-based website at bostonglobe.com.[24]

In February 2013, The New York Times Company announced that it would sell the New England Media Group, which encompasses the Globe ; bids were received by six parties, of them included John Gormally (then-owner of WGGB-TV[image: External link] in Springfield, Massachusetts[image: External link]), another group included members of former Globe publishers, the Taylor family, and Boston Red Sox[image: External link] principal owner John W. Henry[image: External link], who bid for the paper through the New England Sports Network[image: External link] (majority owned by Fenway Sports Group[image: External link] alongside the Boston Bruins[image: External link]). However, after the NESN group dropped out of the running to buy the paper, Henry made his own separate bid to purchase The Globe in July 2013.[25][26] On October 24, 2013, he took ownership of The Globe, at a $70 million purchase price.[27][28] On January 30, 2014, Henry named himself publisher and named Mike Sheehan, a prominent former Boston ad executive, to be CEO.[29] In December 2016, Doug Franklin was named CEO, replacing Mike Sheehan.[30]

In July 2016, the 815,000-square-foot headquarters located in Dorchester was sold to an unknown buyer for an undisclosed price.[31] The Globe was scheduled to move its printing operations in early 2017 to Myles Standish Industrial Park in Taunton, Massachusetts. The Globe will also move its headquarters to Exchange Place[image: External link] in Boston's[image: External link] Financial District[image: External link] in 2017.[32]
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 Editorial page




At The Boston Globe, as is customary in the news industry[image: External link], the editorial pages are separate from the news operation. Editorials represent the official view of The Boston Globe as a community institution. The publisher reserves the right to veto an editorial and usually determines political endorsements for high office.[33] Ellen Clegg, a long-time Globe journalist and former top spokeswoman for the newspaper, was named editor of the Editorial Page in 2015.[34]

Describing the political position of The Boston Globe in 2001, former editorial page editor Renée Loth told the Boston University[image: External link] alumni magazine:


The Globe has a long tradition of being a progressive[image: External link] institution, and especially on social issues. We are pro-choice; we're against the death penalty; we're for gay rights. But if people read us carefully, they will find that on a whole series of other issues, we are not knee-jerk. We're for charter schools[image: External link]; we're for any number of business-backed tax breaks. We are a lot more nuanced and subtle than that liberal[image: External link] stereotype does justice to.[35]
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 Magazine




Appearing in the Sunday paper almost every week is The Boston Globe Magazine. As of 2013, Susanne Althoff is the editor.

On October 23, 2006, The Boston Globe announced the publication of Design New England: The Magazine of Splendid Homes and Gardens. This glossy oversized magazine is published six times per year.[36]
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 Contributors





	
Robin Abrahams writes "Miss Conduct" (see below)

	
Susanne Althoff, Editor

	
Neil Swidey, staff writer

	
Tina Sutton, writes "The Clothes We Wear"

	
Adam Ried, writes food-related articles and recipes
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 Regular features





	
Editor's Notes: notes which relate to one of the features in that week's magazine

	
Letters: readers' correspondence

	
Q/A: mini interview with a local person

	
The Big Deal: profile of a transaction that recently took place

	
Tales From the City: heartwarming stories from Boston and elsewhere

	
The Clothes We Wear: style column

	
Miss Conduct: advice column focusing mainly on good manners and propriety.

	
The Globe Puzzle: crossword puzzle

	
Coupling: essay about social chemistry, usually pertaining to someone's love life

	Sunday Ideas section features reporting and commentary on the ideas, people, books, and trends that are shaking up the intellectual world.[37]
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 Bostonian of the Year




Each year in December since 2004, the magazine picks a Bostonian of the Year.[38] Past winners include Red Sox general manager Theo Epstein[image: External link] (2004), retired judge and Big Dig whistleblower Edward Ginsburg (2005), governor Deval Patrick[image: External link] (2006), Neighborhood Assistance Corporation of America founder and CEO Bruce Marks (2007), NBA champion Paul Pierce[image: External link] (2008), professor Elizabeth Warren[image: External link] (2009), Republican politician Scott Brown[image: External link] (2010), U.S. attorney Carmen Ortiz[image: External link] and ArtsEmerson executive director Robert Orchard[39] (2011), Olympic gold medalists Aly Raisman[image: External link] and Kayla Harrison[image: External link] (2012),[40] three people who were near the Boston Marathon bombings, Dan Marshall, Natalie Stavas, and Larry Hittinger (2013),[41] and Market Basket[image: External link] employees (2014).[42]
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 Pulitzer Prizes






	
1966[image: External link]: Meritorious Public Service for its "campaign to prevent the confirmation of Francis X Morrissey as a Federal District judge."[43]


	
1972[image: External link]: Local Reporting, The Boston Globe Spotlight Team for "their exposure of political favoritism and conflict of interest by office holders in Somerville, Massachusetts[image: External link]."[44]


	
1974[image: External link]: Editorial Cartooning, Paul Szep.[45]


	
1975[image: External link]: Meritorious Public Service, The Boston Globe, for its "massive and balanced coverage of the Boston school desegregation crisis."[46]


	
1977[image: External link]: Editorial Cartooning, Paul Szep[image: External link][47]


	
1980[image: External link]: Distinguished Commentary, Ellen Goodman[image: External link], columnist.[48]


	
1980: Distinguished Criticism, William Henry III, for television criticism.[49]


	
1980: Special Local Reporting, The Boston Globe Spotlight Team for describing transit mismanagement.[48]


	
1983[image: External link]: National Reporting, The Boston Globe Magazine for its article "War and Peace in the Nuclear Age".[50]


	
1984[image: External link]: Spot News Photography, Stan Grossfeld[image: External link] for photographing the effects of the Lebanese Civil War[image: External link].[51]


	
1984: Local Reporting, The Boston Globe for a series on racism[image: External link] including self-criticism.[51]


	
1985[image: External link]: Feature Photography, Stan Grossfeld[image: External link] for a "series of photographs of the 1983–85 famine in Ethiopia[image: External link] and for his pictures of illegal aliens[image: External link] on the Mexican border." The Pulitzer was also awarded in equal parts to Larry C. Price[image: External link] of the Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link] for his series on the war-torn peoples of Angola[image: External link] and El Salvador[image: External link].[52]


	
1995[image: External link]: Distinguished Beat Reporting, David M Shribman for his "analytical reporting on Washington developments[image: External link] and the national scene[image: External link]."[53]


	
1996[image: External link]: Distinguished Criticism, Robert Campbell[image: External link]


	
1997[image: External link]: Distinguished Commentary, Eileen McNamara[image: External link]


	
2001[image: External link]: Distinguished Criticism, Gail Caldwell[image: External link]


	
2003[image: External link]: Public Service, Boston Globe Spotlight Team for "courageous, comprehensive coverage in its disclosures of sexual abuse by priests in the Roman Catholic Church"[54]


	
2005[image: External link]: Explanatory Reporting, Gareth Cook[image: External link] for "explaining, with clarity and humanity, the complex scientific and ethical dimensions of stem cell research."[55]


	
2007[image: External link]: National Reporting, Charlie Savage[image: External link]


	
2008[image: External link]: Distinguished Criticism, Mark Feeney[image: External link]


	
2011[image: External link]: Distinguished Criticism, Sebastian Smee[image: External link][56]


	
2012[image: External link]: Distinguished Criticism, Wesley Morris[image: External link][57]


	
2014[image: External link]: Breaking News, for coverage of the Boston Marathon bombings[image: External link][58]


	
2015[image: External link]: Editorial Writing, Kathleen Kingsbury[59]


	
2016[image: External link]: Distinguished Commentary, Farah Stockman[image: External link][60]


	
2016[image: External link]: Feature Photography, Jessica Rinaldi[61]
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 Publishers






	Publisher
	Years active
	Notes



	Charles H. Taylor[image: External link]
	1873–1921
	Founder of The Boston Globe




	William O. Taylor
	1921–1955
	



	William Davis Taylor[image: External link]
	1955–1977
	



	William O. Taylor II[image: External link]
	1978–1997
	



	Benjamin B. Taylor
	1997–1999
	Last of the Taylor family to serve as a publisher for the paper



	Richard H. Gilman
	1999–2006
	



	P. Steven Ainsley
	2006–2009
	



	Christopher Mayer
	2009–2014
	



	John W. Henry[image: External link]
	2014–present
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 Contributors
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 Present






	John L. Allen, Jr.[image: External link]

	Amalie Benjamin[image: External link]

	John Ellement[image: External link]

	Jeff Jacoby[image: External link]

	Tony Massarotti[image: External link]

	Dan Shaughnessy[image: External link]

	Joan Vennochi[image: External link]

	Adrian Walker[image: External link]

	Dan Wasserman[image: External link]

	Carlo Wolff[image: External link]

	Cathy Young[image: External link]
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 Past






	Mike Barnicle[image: External link]

	Ben Bradlee Jr.[image: External link]

	Ron Borges[image: External link]

	Gail Caldwell[image: External link]

	Steve Curwood[image: External link]

	Gordon Edes[image: External link]

	Ray Fitzgerald

	George Frazier[image: External link]

	Peter Gammons[image: External link]

	Ellen Goodman[image: External link]

	George V. Higgins[image: External link]

	Michael Holley[image: External link]

	Richard Kindleberger[image: External link]

	Stephen Kurkjian[image: External link]

	Diane Lewis[image: External link]

	Jackie MacMullan[image: External link]

	Will McDonough[image: External link]

	Eileen McNamara[image: External link]

	Leigh Montville[image: External link]

	Wesley Morris[image: External link]

	Tim Murnane[image: External link]

	Martin F. Nolan

	David Nyhan[image: External link]

	Charlie Pierce[image: External link]

	Frederick Pratson[image: External link]

	Alan Richman[image: External link]

	Bob Ryan[image: External link]

	Charlie Savage[image: External link]

	Michael Smith[image: External link]

	Patricia Smith[image: External link]

	Farah Stockman[image: External link]

	Paul Szep[image: External link]

	Lesley Visser[image: External link]

	Larry Whiteside[image: External link]

	Elizabeth Winship[image: External link]
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 Controversies




In 1998, columnist Patricia Smith[image: External link] was forced to resign after it was discovered that she had fabricated people and quotations in several of her columns.[62] In August of that year, columnist Mike Barnicle[image: External link] was discovered to have copied material for a column from a George Carlin[image: External link] book, Brain Droppings[image: External link]. He was suspended for this offense, and his past columns were reviewed. The Boston Globe editors found that Barnicle had fabricated a story about two cancer patients, and Barnicle was forced to resign.[63]

In 2004, the Globe apologized for printing graphic photographs that the article represented as showing U.S. soldiers raping Iraqi women during the Iraq war[image: External link]. The photos had already been found by other news organizations to be from an internet pornography site.[64][65]

In the spring of 2005, The Boston Globe retracted a story describing the events of a seal hunt near Halifax[image: External link], Nova Scotia[image: External link] that took place on April 12, 2005. Written by freelancer Barbara Stewart, a former The New York Times staffer, the article described the specific number of boats involved in the hunt and graphically described the killing of seals and the protests that accompanied it. In reality, weather had delayed the hunt, which had not yet begun the day the story had been filed, proving that the details were fabricated.[66][67]
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 Websites




The Boston Globe maintains two distinct major websites: BostonGlobe.com is a subscriber-supported site with a paywall[image: External link] and content from the printed paper; and Boston.com[image: External link], one of the first regional news portals,[citation needed[image: External link]] is supported by advertising. Between September 2011 and March 2014, the Globe gradually withdrew stories written by Globe journalists from Boston.com, making the sites more and more separated.[68] BostonGlobe.com was designed to emphasize a premium experience focusing on content and emulating the visual appearance of The Boston Globe newspaper; the site was one of the first major websites to use a responsive design[image: External link] which automatically adapts its layout to a device's screen size. Boston.com followed suit in 2014. The two sites are aimed towards different readers; while Boston.com became targeted towards "casual" readers and local content, the new Boston Globe website is targeted towards the audience of the paper itself.[69][70][71]

In 2012, the Society for News Design[image: External link] selected BostonGlobe.com as the world's best-designed news website.[72]

Boston Globe Media Partners, which owns the Globe, operates a number of websites covering certain niche subjects. The sites share many resources, like office space, with the Globe, but are often branded separately from the newspaper:
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 BDCwire




BDCwire[73] was launched in 2013. It covers local entertainment and similar subjects and is geared toward a young audience, from college age to early 30s.[74]
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 Crux




Crux[75] was launched in September 2014.[68][76][77] It covered the Catholic Church[image: External link] and numerous subjects concerning life as a Catholic in the United States, including advice columns. Crux featured deep coverage of the Holy See[image: External link] and employed a Vatican correspondent in its six-person editorial staff. Its associate editor was John L. Allen Jr.[image: External link], a long-time and well-known Vatican watcher[image: External link]. At the end of March 2016, The Globe ended its association with Crux, tranferring ownership of the website to the Crux staff. With Allen as the new editor, Crux received sponsorship from the Knights of Columbus[image: External link] and several Catholic dioceses[image: External link].[77][78][79]
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 BetaBoston




BetaBoston,[80] launched in 2014, covers the local technology industry in Boston, its suburbs and New England[image: External link] as a whole.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Stat




Main article: Stat (website)[image: External link]


Stat, launched in 2015, covers health, medicine and life sciences, with a particular focus on the biotechnology industry based in and around Boston. Stat employs journalists in Boston, Washington, D.C.[image: External link], New York City[image: External link] and San Francisco[image: External link].[81]
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 Globe Grant (charity program)




The Boston Globe started the GRANT (Globe Readers And Non-profits Together) in 2013 as a way to give back to the New England community. All Boston Globe subscribers receive a GRANT voucher during February, ranging from $25 to $125 of GRANT dollars. The amount depends on length of tenure as a subscriber; the longer one has been subscribed to the Globe, the more GRANT dollars are received. Anyone who wishes to take part in this program can enter their respective subscriber number online and choose their favorite New England non-profit. The GRANT dollars earned by every non-profit can be redeemed for free advertising space in The Boston Globe. Organizations usually utilize this advertising space to promote events, fundraise, or simply advertise. Every year, more and more non-profits are recognized and given the opportunity to earn free advertising space. In only three years, The Boston Globe donated over $3 million of advertising space.[82]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Top five non-profit donations (2016)





	
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute[image: External link], Inc./Jimmy Fund[image: External link] - $56,455

	
Mass Audubon Society[image: External link], Inc. - $44,020

	Planned Parenthood League of Mass, Inc. - $32,895

	
Rosie's Place[image: External link], Inc. - $28,930

	
Greater Boston Food Bank[image: External link], Inc. - $28,005[82]
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 See also





	The Boston Evening Transcript[image: External link]

	The Boston Daily Advertiser[image: External link]

	The Boston Herald[image: External link]

	The Boston Journal[image: External link]

	The Boston Post[image: External link]

	The Boston Record[image: External link]

	
WLVI[image: External link], a television station the Globe held half-ownership of from 1966 to 1974
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Variety (magazine)






Variety is a weekly American[image: External link] entertainment[image: External link] trade magazine[image: External link] and website owned by Penske Media Corporation[image: External link]. It was founded by Sime Silverman[image: External link] in New York in 1905 as a weekly; in 1933 it added Daily Variety, based in Los Angeles, to cover the motion-picture industry[image: External link]; in 1998 it brought out Daily Variety Gotham, based in New York. Variety.com features breaking entertainment news, reviews, box office results, cover stories, videos, photo galleries and more, plus a credits database, production charts and calendar, with archive content dating back to 1905. The last daily printed edition was put out on March 19, 2013. Variety originally reported on theater and vaudeville.
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 History




Variety has been published since December 16, 1905,[1][2] when it was launched by Sime Silverman as a weekly periodical covering vaudeville[image: External link] with its headquarters in New York City.

On January 19, 1907, Variety published what is considered the first film review[image: External link] in history.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1933, Sime Silverman launched Daily Variety, based in Hollywood[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Sime Silverman had passed on the editorship of the Weekly Variety to Abel Green as his replacement in 1931; he remained as publisher until his death in 1933 soon after launching the Daily. His son Sidne Silverman (1901–1950), known as "Skigie", succeeded him as publisher of both publications. Both Sidne and his wife, stage actress Marie Saxon (1905–1942), died of tuberculosis[image: External link]. Their only son Syd Silverman, born 1932, was the sole heir to what was then Variety Inc. Young Syd's legal guardian[image: External link] Harold Erichs oversaw Variety Inc. until 1956. After that date Syd Silverman was publisher of both the Weekly Variety in New York and the Daily Variety in Hollywood, until the sale of both papers in 1987 to the Cahners Corp. In L.A. the Daily was edited by Tom Pryor from 1959 until 1988.

For twenty years its editor-in-chief was Peter Bart[image: External link], originally only of the weekly New York edition, with Michael Silverman (Syd's son) running the Daily in Hollywood. Bart had worked previously at Paramount Pictures[image: External link] and The New York Times. In April 2009, Bart moved to the position of "vice president and editorial director", characterized online as "Boffo No More: Bart Up and Out at Variety". From mid 2009 to 2013, Timothy M. Gray oversaw the publication as Editor-in-Chief,[3] after over 30 years of various reporter and editor positions in the newsroom.[4]

In March 2013, Variety owner Jay Penske[image: External link] appointed three co-editors to oversee different parts of the publication's industry coverage; Claudia Eller as Editor, Film; Cynthia Littleton as Editor, TV, and Andrew Wallenstein as Editor, Digital. In October 2014, Eller and Wallenstein were upped to Co-Editors in Chief, with Littleton continuing to oversee the trade's television coverage. In June 2014, Penske Media Corporation (PMC) entered into an agreement with Reuters to syndicate news from Variety and Variety Latino-Powered by Univision to distribute leading entertainment news to the international news agency's global readership. This dissemination comes in the form of columns, news stories, images, video, and data-focused products. In July 2015, Variety was awarded a Los Angeles Area Emmy Award by the Television Academy in the Best Entertainment Program category for Variety Studio: Actors on Actors[image: External link], a series of one-hour specials that take viewers inside Hollywood films and television programs through conversations with acclaimed actors.

Cahner's Publishing purchased Variety from the Silverman family in 1987.[5]

On December 7, 1988, Bart's predecessor, Roger Watkins, proposed and oversaw the transition to four-color print[image: External link]. Upon its launch, the new-look Variety measured one inch shorter with a washed-out color on the front. The old front-page box advertisement was replaced by a strip advertisement, along with the first photos published in Variety since Sime gave up using them in the old format in 1920: they depicted Sime, Abel and Syd.[6]

In October 2012, Reed Business Information[image: External link], the periodical's owner, (formerly known as Reed-Elsevier, which had been parent to Cahner's Corp. in the United States) sold the publication to Penske Media Corporation[image: External link].[7][8] PMC is the owner of Deadline.com, which since the 2007–2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link] has been considered Variety's largest competitor in online showbiz news. In October, 2012, Jay Penske announced that the website's paywall[image: External link] would come down, the print publication would stay, and he would invest more into Variety's digital platform in a townhall[image: External link].[9]

A significant portion of the publication's advertising revenue comes during the film-award season leading up to the Academy Awards[image: External link]. During this "Awards Season", large numbers of colorful, full-page "For Your Consideration[image: External link]" advertisements inflate the size of Variety to double or triple its usual page count. These advertisements are the studios' attempt to reach other Hollywood professionals who will be voting on the many awards given out in the early part of the year, including the Academy Awards[image: External link], the Golden Globes[image: External link] and various guild award honors.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Circulation




Paid circulation for the weekly Variety magazine in 2013 was 40,000 (Source: BPA Audit Statement, 2013). Each copy of each Variety issue is read by an average of three people, with an estimated total readership of 120,000 (Source: Ipsos Subscriber Study, 2013). Variety.com has 17 million unique monthly visitors (Source: Google Analytics, 2015).[10]
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 Editions





	
Variety (started in 1905) is a weekly entertainment publication with a broad coverage of movies, television, theater, music and technology, written for entertainment executives. It is published weekly and delivered internationally.

	
Daily Variety (started in 1933 and ended in 2013) was the name of the Los Angeles-based Hollywood and Broadway[image: External link] daily edition.

	
Daily Variety Gotham, (started in 1998) was the name of the New York City-based edition which gives a priority focus to East Coast[image: External link] show-business[image: External link] news and was produced earlier in the evening than the Los Angeles edition so it could be delivered to New York the following morning.

	
Variety.com (launched in 1998) is the internet[image: External link] version of Variety. It was one of the first online newspapers to charge for access when it launched. However, the paywall was removed in April 2013; all content on Variety.com can now be accessed free-of-charge.

	
Variety On-The-Go Variety is also available as an app on the iPad, iPhone, Android, Blackberry, and Windows phone. This app is an interactive content-driven platform providing entertainment industry updates on the go.[11]


	
@Variety is available across multiple social media[image: External link] platforms and channels, including Facebook[image: External link], Twitter[image: External link], Instagram[image: External link] and Tumblr[image: External link], with videos streaming on variety.com and on the "Variety" YouTube[image: External link] channel.
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 Culture




For much of its existence, Variety's writers and columnists have used a jargon[image: External link] called slanguage or varietyese (a form of headlinese[image: External link]) that refers especially to the movie industry, and has largely been adopted and imitated by other writers in the industry. Such terms as "legit", "boffo", "sitcom", "sex appeal", "payola", and even "striptease" are attributed to the magazine.[12] Its attempt to popularize "infobahn" as a synonym for "information superhighway[image: External link]" never caught on. One of its popular headlines was from October 1929, when the stock market[image: External link] crashed: "Wall St. Lays An Egg". The most famous was "Sticks Nix Hick Pix[image: External link]"[13][14] (the movie-prop[image: External link] version renders it as "Stix nix hix pix!" in Yankee Doodle Dandy[image: External link] (1942), Michael Curtiz[image: External link]'s musical[image: External link]–biographical film[image: External link] about George M. Cohan[image: External link] starring James Cagney[image: External link]). Television series[image: External link] are referred to as "skeins", and heads of companies or corporate teams are called "toppers". In addition, more-common English words and phrases are shortened; "audience members" becomes simply "auds", "performance" "perf", and "network" becomes "net" for example.

According to The Boston Globe, the Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link] cites Variety as the earliest source for about two dozen terms, including "show biz" (1945).[15] In 2005, Welcome Books published The Hollywood Dictionary by Timothy M. Gray and J. C. Suares, which defines nearly 200 of these terms.

In 2012, Rizzoli Books published Variety: An Illustrated History of the World from the Most Important Magazine in Hollywood by Gray. The book covers Variety's coverage of hundreds of world events, from the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, through Arab Spring in 2012, and argues that the entertainment industry needs to stay aware of changes in politics and tastes since those changes will affect their audiences. In a foreword to the book, Martin Scorsese[image: External link] calls Variety "the single most formidable trade publication ever" and says that the book's content "makes you feel not only like a witness to history, but part of it too."

In 2013, Variety staffers tallied more than 200 uses of weekly or Daily Variety in TV shows and films, ranging from I Love Lucy[image: External link] to Entourage[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 2016, Variety endorsed Hillary Clinton[image: External link] for President of the United States[image: External link], marking the first time the publication endorsed a candidate for elected office in its 111-year history.[16]
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 Location




In late 2008, Variety moved its Los Angeles offices to 5900 Wilshire[image: External link], a 31-story office building on Wilshire Boulevard[image: External link] in the heart of the Miracle Mile[image: External link] area. The building was dubbed the Variety Building because a red, illuminated "Variety" sign graced the top north and south sides of the building. In early 2014, the sign and offices moved west to 11175 Santa Monica Blvd. in Westwood, where Variety shares the 9-story building with parent company PMC, Variety Insight, Variety 411, and PMC's other media brands, including Deadline.com, HollywoodLife.com, GoldDerby.com, Robb Report and the West Coast offices of WWD and Footwear News.
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 Reprints of film reviews




This is the short list of English-language periodicals with 10,000 or more film reviews reprinted in book form:


	
Variety as Variety Film Reviews[image: External link] (1907–1996) in 24 volumes.

	
New York Times[image: External link] as New York Times Film Reviews (1913–2000) in 22 volumes.

	
Harrison's Reports[image: External link] as Harrison's Reports and Film Reviews[image: External link] (1919–1962) in 15 volumes.



Film reviews in Variety continued after the dates of the last reprints.
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 Reprints of obituaries




The complete text of approximately 100,000 entertainment-related obituaries[image: External link] (1905–1986) were reprinted as Variety Obituaries[image: External link], an 11-volume set, including alphabetical index. Four additional bi-annual reprints were published (for 1987–1994) before the reprint series was discontinued.
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 Film trailer charts




In 2009, Variety launched a chart showcasing the top performing film trailers ahead of theatrical release in partnership with media measurement firm Visible Measures.[17]
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 Insight




Variety established its data and research division, Insight, in 2011.[18] Its film database was announced in December 2011 as Flix Tracker. This followed the purchase of TV Tracker, a television database.[19] Variety positioned the subscription service as an alternative to crowd-sourced websites, such as the IMDb.[20] The database uses Variety's existing relationships with the studios to get information. The New York Observer[image: External link] identified the main competitor as Baseline StudioSystems[image: External link].[18] In 2014, Variety Insight added Vscore, a measure of actors' cachet and bankability.[21] In 2015, they partnered with ScriptNoted, a social media website for film scripts.[22]
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Deadline.com, sister competing entertainment trade news publication also under ownership of Penske Media Corporation[image: External link]


	Tubefilter[image: External link]

	List of film periodicals[image: External link]
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Premio Marcello Mastroianni





The Marcello Mastroianni Award ( Italian[image: External link]: Premio Marcello Mastroianni) is one of the awards given out at the Venice International Film Festival[image: External link]. It was established in 1998 in honor of the Italian actor Marcello Mastroianni[image: External link], who died at the end of 1996. The award was created to recognize an emerging actor or actress.

Awards



	Year
	Actor and/or actress
	Film



	1998
	Niccolò Senni
	L'albero delle pere[image: External link]



	1999
	Nina Proll[image: External link]
	Nordrand[image: External link]



	2000
	Megan Burns[image: External link]
	Liam[image: External link]



	2001
	
Gael García Bernal[image: External link] and Diego Luna

	Y tu mamá también[image: External link]



	2002
	Moon So-ri[image: External link]
	Oasis[image: External link]



	2003
	Najat Benssallem
	Raja



	2004
	
Marco Luisi and Tommaso Ramenghi

	Lavorare con lentezza[image: External link]



	2005
	Menothy Cesar
	Heading South[image: External link]



	2006
	Isild Le Besco[image: External link]
	L'intouchable



	2007
	Hafsia Herzi[image: External link]
	The Secret of the Grain[image: External link]



	2008
	Jennifer Lawrence
	The Burning Plain



	2009
	Jasmine Trinca[image: External link]
	Il grande sogno[image: External link]



	2010
	Mila Kunis[image: External link]
	Black Swan[image: External link]



	2011
	
Shota Sometani[image: External link] and Fumi Nikaidō[image: External link]

	Himizu[image: External link]



	2012
	Fabrizio Falco
	Dormant Beauty[image: External link]



	2013
	Tye Sheridan[image: External link]
	Joe[image: External link]



	2014
	Romain Paul
	Le Dernier Coup de marteau[image: External link]



	2015
	Abraham Attah
	Beasts of No Nation[image: External link]



	2016
	Paula Beer[image: External link]
	Frantz[image: External link]
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	The Venice Film Festival at the IMDb[image: External link]
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Parachute (band)





Parachute is an American pop rock band from Charlottesville[image: External link], Virginia[image: External link].[1] Originally formed in 2006, they released their major label debut album Losing Sleep[image: External link] in 2009, their second album The Way It Was[image: External link] in 2011 and their third album, Overnight[image: External link], in 2013. The band's fourth album, Wide Awake[image: External link], was released on March 11, 2016.
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 History




Will Anderson and Johnny Stubblefield, friends from childhood, formed the band Sparky's Flaw while attending Charlottesville High School[image: External link]; Kit French and Alex Hargrave, long-time friends and classmates of the two, soon joined. While in college, the band signed a record deal with Mercury Records[image: External link] in August 2007. In the same month, Nate McFarland, a classmate and friend of Anderson's at the University of Virginia[image: External link], joined the band. McFarland and Anderson were both part of the all-male a cappella group, the Virginia Gentlemen[image: External link], while at college.[2]

After graduating from college in May 2008, the band began touring full-time. Later that year, they changed their name to Parachute in anticipation of their major label debut the following year. Parachute has been touring with artists such as Mat Kearney[image: External link], Kelly Clarkson[image: External link], The Script[image: External link], O.A.R.[image: External link], Switchfoot[image: External link], Matt Nathanson[image: External link], Michelle Branch[image: External link], Jon McLaughlin[image: External link], The Goo Goo Dolls[image: External link], Needtobreathe[image: External link], The All-American Rejects[image: External link], and Andy Grammer[image: External link]. Following the release of Losing Sleep[image: External link] in the summer of 2009, they toured with 3 Doors Down[image: External link], The Script[image: External link],[3] Secondhand Serenade[image: External link] and Kelly Clarkson[image: External link].[4]

Their songs "She Is Love[image: External link]" and "Under Control[image: External link]" were used on Nivea[image: External link]'s national skincare TV commercials. As part of the campaign, Parachute shared the Nivea Countdown Stage with the Jonas Brothers[image: External link] and Taylor Swift[image: External link] in front of over a million people in Times Square[image: External link] for New Year's Eve in 2008.

Parachute's debut album, Losing Sleep, became available in stores and online on May 19, 2009. It was produced by Chris Keup, John Shanks[image: External link], and John Fields[image: External link]. On May 12, it was released exclusively on iTunes[image: External link] with a bonus track. The second single from the album, "Under Control", was also highlighted as the 'Free iTunes Single of the Week'. A deluxe edition of the album was released on August 4, 2009.[5] The song "Back Again" is featured in the video game Band Hero[image: External link] which was released on November 3, 2009.

On June 15, 2009, Will Anderson and Kit French appeared as Parachute on the twentieth episode of Live From Daryl's House[image: External link], the monthly internet concert from Daryl Hall[image: External link]. They performed four songs from their debut album as well as the Hall & Oates[image: External link] tracks "Say It Isn't So[image: External link]" and "It's a Laugh".[6] In August 2009, Parachute was featured as a 'Soundcheck Risers' artist on walmart.com.[7]

Parachute's second full-length album, The Way It Was[image: External link], was released on May 17, 2011. "Something to Believe In" was the first single, followed by "Kiss Me Slowly" and "You and Me". Also in May 2011, "You and Me" was featured as a 'Now What's Next Bonus Track' on Now That's What I Call Music 38[image: External link].[8]

Parachute announced their plans for a third full-length album in late 2012. "Hearts Go Crazy", originally intended as the lead single, was released on iTunes on February 26, 2013 featuring a new electronic direction to the band's sound. A second single, "Can't Help", written by Will Anderson and Ryan Tedder[image: External link] of OneRepublic[image: External link] (who originally intended for the song to be given to Cee Lo Green[image: External link]), was released on June 2, 2013. The band also performed "Can't Help" on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno[image: External link]. On June 13, 2013, the band announced that their third album would be called Overnight[image: External link], and it was released on August 13, 2013. "Hearts Go Crazy", originally intended to be the lead single, was not included on the album and the band instead promoted "Can't Help", later releasing a music video in support of this radio single. The album, Overnight, continuously topped the iTunes album charts in the top ten during its first day and week of release, reaching the #3 spot, and has since garnered national and international recognition. "Overnight" also marked the band's highest chart position, reaching as high as fifteen on the US Billboard 200. In May 2014, Nate McFarland announced on the Parachute Facebook Page that he was leaving the band to pursue his MBA at the University of Virginia's Darden School of Business.
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Parachute toured North America alongside Kelly Clarkson[image: External link] between October and December 2009, opening on October 6 in New York City[image: External link] at the Hammerstein Ballroom[image: External link] and making stops in Chicago[image: External link], Las Vegas[image: External link] and Seattle[image: External link].[9] In January 2010, Parachute embarked on another three-week string of performances, sharing the stage with alternative rock band SafetySuit[image: External link].

From February to March 2010, Parachute rejoined Clarkson for the European leg of her All I Ever Wanted Tour[image: External link], where they performed for the first time across the United Kingdom[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], The Netherlands[image: External link] and Denmark[image: External link]. Their experience abroad prompted Parachute to sign on for more dates in the UK later on that May.[10]

In the fall of 2010, the band headlined their US tour with singer-songwriter Joe Brooks[image: External link] and pop rock outfit Hot Chelle Rae[image: External link] as support acts. The band played many songs from their upcoming album on tour, as well as favorites from the Losing Sleep album. Parachute also held a contest in which winners were given an exclusive advance listen of two new songs from their new album before each show. In spring of 2011, Parachute went on tour opening for the Plain White T's[image: External link]. They also toured alongside Michelle Branch[image: External link] and the Goo Goo Dolls[image: External link] throughout the summer of 2011, playing at major arenas and amphitheaters.[11] They continued to tour with a co-headlining run with Kate Voegele. In the summer of 2012, Parachute toured with the band The Cab[image: External link].[12] In the fall of 2012, Parachute toured with The All-American Rejects[image: External link] and Boys Like Girls[image: External link]. In the fall of 2013, Parachute headlined a tour with Matt Hires[image: External link].[13] During the spring of 2013, Parachute toured with Andy Grammer[image: External link]. In the summer of 2013, the band embarked on a nationwide headlining tour, including 32 dates, in support of their new album Overnight, the majority of which were sell-out shows. Parachute is soon recently completed a fifteen stop, national headlining tour in November 2013, this time coheadlining with The Plain White T's[image: External link]. Since touring with The Plain White T’s, Parachute continued their Overnight tour by opening shows for Gavin DeGraw[image: External link] and band Walk off the Earth[image: External link] in 2014.[14] They headlined a two-month tour called "Meant to Be" named after one of their songs on their latest album, Overnight. During the summer of 2015, Parachute toured acoustically.

Since its release, the band has toured the country to promote their fourth album, Wide Awake. On March 26, 2016, they kicked off the first leg of their headlining tour, The Wide Awake Tour, in their hometown of Charlottesville, VA.[15] The band also embarked on a second leg of the tour over the summer of 2016, starting and ending in July.[16] In October and November 2016, Parachute was one of three openers for the American Christian rock band, NEEDTOBREATHE[image: External link], on their Fall 2016 tour, Tour De Compadres.

In the spring of 2017, the band will headline once again on The Getaway Tour, with opener Kris Allen[image: External link]. The tour begins in Dallas, TX, on April 2, and will end in Nashville, TN, on April 27, 2017.
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 Studio albums






	Title
	Album details
	Peak chart positions[17]
	Sales



	US[image: External link]
	US

Digital
	US

Rock



	Losing Sleep[image: External link]
	

	Released: May 19, 2009

	Label: Island Def Jam Music Group[image: External link]

	Formats: CD[image: External link], digital download[image: External link]





	40
	2
	—
	



	The Way It Was[image: External link]
	

	Released: May 17, 2011

	Label: Island Def Jam Music Group[image: External link]

	Formats: CD, digital download




	19
	4
	7
	



	Overnight[image: External link]
	

	Released: August 13, 2013

	Label: Mercury[image: External link]

	Formats: CD, digital download




	15
	7
	—
	

	US: 40,000[18]







	Wide Awake[19]
	

	Released: March 11, 2016

	Label: Vanguard[image: External link]

	Formats: CD, digital download




	48
	—
	—
	



	"–" denotes album that did not chart.
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	Year
	Title



	2002
	
Live from the Recording Studio (1,000 copies printed)



	2005
	
One Small Step (2,000 copies printed)



	2007
	Sparky's Flaw EP



	2009
	Winterlove EP



	2014
	Live from Minneapolis
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 Singles






	Title
	Year
	Peak chart positions[17]
	Certifications[image: External link]
	Album



	US[image: External link]
	US

Adult[image: External link]
	US

Adult Pop[image: External link]
	US

Rock Digital[image: External link]
	JAP[image: External link]




	"She Is Love[image: External link]"
	2009
	66
	17
	14
	—
	37
	

	RIAA[image: External link]: Gold[20]




	Losing Sleep[image: External link]



	"Under Control[image: External link]"
	—
	—
	27
	—
	—
	



	"Something to Believe In"
	2011
	—
	—
	14
	34
	—
	
	The Way It Was[image: External link]



	"Kiss Me Slowly"
	111
	—
	20
	10
	—
	



	"You and Me"
	—
	—
	—
	37
	—
	



	"Can't Help[image: External link]"
	2013
	—
	—
	21
	—
	—
	
	Overnight[image: External link]



	"Without You"
	2016
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	
	Wide Awake



	"What Side of Love"
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	



	"–" denotes single that did not chart or was not released.
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The Poker House






The Poker House, subsequently retitled as Behind Closed Doors, is a 2008 American drama film[image: External link] written and directed by Lori Petty[image: External link], in her directorial debut[image: External link]. The film depicts a painful day in the life of a teenaged girl who is raising her two younger sisters in their mother's whorehouse[image: External link]. The story is based on Petty's own early life during the mid-1970s.[1]
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The film focuses on one single day in the life of three abused and neglected sisters, Agnes (age 14) (Jennifer Lawrence), Bee (age 12) (Sophi Bairley), and Cammie (age 8) (Chloë Grace Moretz[image: External link]). Their mother, Sarah (Selma Blair), a woman who has turned to prostitution[image: External link] to support the girls, is forced into alcohol and drug abuse by her pimp, Duval (Bokeem Woodbine[image: External link]). Because of this, Sarah is unable to care for the girls, forcing Agnes into a position of being a mother to her two younger sisters. The three girls live in the mother's whorehouse, the Poker House, where neighborhood pimps and criminals gather to play poker, as well. Agnes believes Duval loves her, as a boyfriend would, despite his abuse towards her mother.

The movie starts when Agnes arrives home, very early in the morning. She begins tidying the house and wakes Bee, after preparing her paper route for her. The conversation between the two reveals another sister, Cammie, and that Cammie often stays the night at her friend Sheila's house. The movie reveals that the girls and their mother once had a real family. Their father, a preacher, used to beat Sarah and the girls. The four fled, and Sarah, struggling to make ends meet, became a prostitute.

The day shifts from girl to girl. Little interaction occurs among the three. Bee speaks of moving into a foster home, hoping to be adopted. Cammie spends the day at a bar, making friends with Dolly (Natalie West), the bar owner, and Stymie (David Alan Grier[image: External link]), an alcoholic. Agnes rides through town, talking with a few friends, playing a game of basketball, and picking up a couple of paychecks from her part-time jobs.

Towards the end of the day, Agnes climbs through Bee's window, avoiding the living room, which is full of gamblers, pimps, and drunks. Bee has locked herself in her room, and like Agnes, avoids the downstairs chaos. Agnes makes Bee leave the house, telling her not to come back for a while. She then makes her way into the living room, and a stranger begins to talk to her. He asks her why she is there, and she responds by telling him that this is where she lives and that Sarah is her mother. When the man finds out that Agnes is a star basketball player for her high school team, with an important game that night, the man gives her a sympathetic look and tells her to get out of the house and go to the game, but she ignores him.

Later that evening, Duval and Agnes begin kissing again, Agnes narrates over the entire scene, after a few minutes, Duval then rapes Agnes. As Duval releases her, she runs to the bathroom to clean herself, horrified by the thoughts of the violence and possibility of pregnancy. She is completely traumatized. Her mother enters the bathroom, and as Agnes reaches for her in utter distress, Sarah refuses to touch her, and instead tells Agnes to go to the store to pick up alcohol after reminiscing on Agnes being a handful as a young child, showing intelligence even when she was a one-year-old.

Soon after, Agnes overhears Duval telling Sarah that he will begin pimping and selling Agnes, as well. Agnes threatens to shoot Duval, firing a couple of shots to prevent Duval from leaving, screaming to her mother that he raped her and deserves to be shot for what he does to Sarah, too. Sarah only tells Agnes that she will defend him. Agnes leaves for her basketball game.

Agnes scores 27 points in the second half alone, a record that lasts for years to come. However, she falls when she scores the last goal, limps to the car, and has a meltdown. She then wipes her tears and puts the horrific events of the night in the back of her mind. She drives off and finds Bee and Cammie at a nearby bridge. The two get in the car, with Agnes not telling her young sisters of events that took place that evening, and instead takes them to get dinner. Bee reveals that she went to the bar after she went to a friend's house and that she found Cammie. Cammie then plays "Ain't No Mountain High Enough[image: External link]", and the movie closes as the three girls sing together.

At the start of the film credits, Agnes is revealed to have left Iowa to go to New York and become an actress and artist. Some 20 years later, she is shown to have directed the movie, and the movie is the true story of director and actress Lori Petty's childhood.
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 Cast





	
Jennifer Lawrence as Agnes

	
Selma Blair as Sarah

	
Chloë Grace Moretz[image: External link] as Cammie

	
Bokeem Woodbine[image: External link] as Duval

	
David Alan Grier[image: External link] as Stymie

	
Danielle Campbell[image: External link] as Darla

	
Sophi Bairley as Bee

	Casey Tutton as Sheila



Jennifer Lawrence's father, Gary Lawrence, appears uncredited in the film as the basketball coach of the other team.[2]
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The Poker House has received mixed reviews from film critics. Review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reports that 57% of critics have given the film a positive review based on seven reviews, with an average score of 6.2/10.[3]
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The Hollywood Reporter






The Hollywood Reporter (THR) is a multi-platform American digital and print magazine founded in 1930 and focusing on the Hollywood[image: External link] motion picture[image: External link], television, and entertainment industries, as well as Hollywood's intersection with fashion, finance, law, technology, lifestyle, and politics.

Headquartered in Los Angeles[image: External link], THR is part of the Hollywood Reporter-Billboard Media Group, a group of properties that includes Billboard and SpinMedia[image: External link]. It is owned by Eldridge Industries[image: External link], a holding company owned by an executive of its previous owner, Guggenheim Partners[image: External link].[1]

Under Janice Min[image: External link], a faltering THR was relaunched in 2010 as a weekly large-format print[image: External link] magazine with a revamped, continuously updated website, as well as mobile and tablet[image: External link] editions.
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 Early years




THR was founded in 1930 by William R. "Billy" Wilkerson[image: External link] (1890–1962) as Hollywood's first daily entertainment trade newspaper.[2] The first edition appeared on September 3, 1930, and featured Wilkerson's front-page "Tradeviews" column, which became influential. The newspaper appeared Monday to Saturday for the first 10 years, except for a brief period, then Monday to Friday from 1940. Wilkerson ran the THR until his death in September 1962, although his final column appeared 18 months prior.[3]
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 Hollywood blacklist




Further information: Hollywood blacklist[image: External link]


From the late 1930s, Wilkerson used THR to push the view that the industry was a communist stronghold. In particular, he opposed the screenplay writers' trade union, the Screen Writers Guild[image: External link], which he called the "Red Beachhead."[4][5] In 1946 the Guild considered creating an American Authors' Authority to hold copyright for writers, instead of ownership passing to the studios. Wilkerson devoted his "Tradeviews" column to the issue on July 29, 1946, headlined "A Vote for Joe Stalin." He went to confession[image: External link] before publishing it, knowing the damage it would cause, but was apparently encouraged by the priest to go ahead with it.[4][6]

The column contained the first industry names, including Dalton Trumbo[image: External link] and Howard Koch[image: External link], on what became the Hollywood blacklist, known as "Billy's list." Eight of the 11 people Wilkerson named were among the "Hollywood Ten[image: External link]" who were blacklisted[image: External link] after hearings in 1947 by the House Un-American Activities Committee[image: External link].[4][7] When Wilkerson died, his THR obituary said that he had "named names, pseudonyms and card numbers and was widely credited with being chiefly responsible for preventing communists from becoming entrenched in Hollywood production."[4]

In 1997 THR reporter David Robb wrote a story about the newspaper's involvement, but the editor, Robert J. Dowling, declined to run it. For the blacklist's 65th anniversary in 2012, the THR published a lengthy investigative piece about Wilkerson's role, by reporters Gary Baum and Daniel Miller.[4] The same edition carried an apology from Wilkerson's son, W. R. Wilkerson III. He wrote that his father had been motivated by revenge for his thwarted ambition to own a studio.[8]
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Wilkerson's wife, Tichi Wilkerson Kassel[image: External link] (1926–2004), took over as publisher and editor-in-chief when her husband died. She sold the paper on April 11, 1988, to Affiliated Publications, parent company of Billboard Publications, for $26.7 million.[9] Robert J. Dowling became THR president in 1988 and editor-in-chief and publisher in 1991.[3]

Dowling brought in Alex Ben Block as editor in 1990, and editorial quality of both news and specials steadily improved. Block and Teri Ritzer dampened much of the rah-rah coverage and cronyism[image: External link] that had infected the paper under Wilkerson.[citation needed[image: External link]] After Block left, former film editor at Variety, Anita Busch, was brought in as editor between 1999 and 2001. Busch was credited with making the paper competitive with Variety. Tony Uphoff assumed the publisher position in November 2005. The Reporter was acquired, along with the rest of the assets of VNU[image: External link], in spring 2006 by a private equity consortium led by Blackstone and KKR, both with ties to the conservative movement in the United States.[10]

Uphoff was replaced in October 2006 by John Kilcullen,[11][12][13] the publisher of Billboard. Kilcullen was a defendant in Billboard's infamous "dildo" lawsuit, in which he was accused of race discrimination and sexual harassment.[10] VNU settled the suit on the courthouse steps.[14] Kilcullen "exited" Nielsen in February 2008 "to pursue his passion as an entrepreneur."[15] Matthew King, vice president for content and audience, editorial director Howard Burns, and executive editor Peter Pryor left the paper in a wave of layoffs in December 2006; editor Cynthia Littleton, widely respected throughout the industry, reported directly to Kilcullen. The Reporter absorbed another blow when Littleton left her position for an editorial job at Variety in March 2007. Web editor Glenn Abel also left after 16 years with the paper.[citation needed[image: External link]]

THR was bought by the Dutch publishing consortium Verenigde Nederlandse Uitgeverijen[image: External link] in 2006. In January 2007, VNU was purchased by a private equity consortium and renamed The Nielsen Company[image: External link], whose properties include Billboard, AdWeek and A.C. Nielsen[image: External link]. Under its new leadership, Nielsen is reported to have made a US$5 million investment in THR.[16]

In December 2009, Prometheus Global Media, a newly formed company formed by Pluribus Capital Management[17] and Guggenheim Partners[image: External link][18] and chaired by Jimmy Finkelstein, CEO of News Communications, parent of Congressional Journal the Hill, acquired The Hollywood Reporter from Nielsen Business Media. It pledged to invest in the brand and grow the company. Richard Beckman, formerly of Condé Nast[image: External link], was appointed the new company's CEO. Since January 2014, The Hollywood Reporter has been led by co-presidents Janice Min and John Amato.[19][20]

Guggenheim Partners[image: External link] announced on December 17, 2015 that the Prometheus media properties would be spun out to its executive Todd Boehly.[21][22][23]

Eldridge Industries
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 Editors and publishers




THR's editors have included Janice Min[image: External link] (2010–present), Elizabeth Guider (2007–2010), Cynthia Littleton (2005–2007), Howard Burns (2001–2006), Anita Busch (1999–2001) and Alex Ben Block (1990–1999).

In April 2007, industry veteran Eric Mika was named to the newly created role of Senior Vice President, Publishing Director of The Reporter. Having previously served as Senior Vice President and Managing Director of Nielsen Business Media's Film and Performing Arts Group and, before that, as Vice President and Managing Director for Variety, Mika assumed responsibility for the general management of sales, marketing and editorial for The Hollywood Reporter, as well as the brand's ancillary products, events, licensing business and partnerships.[24]

In June 2007, Rose Einstein, former Vice President, Advertising Sales for Netflix[image: External link] and 25-year veteran of Reed Business Media, was named to the newly created role of Vice President, Associate Publisher to oversee all sales and business development for The Reporter.[25] Mika left The Hollywood Reporter in early 2010.

In July 2007, THR named Elizabeth Guider as its new editor. An 18-year veteran of Variety, where she served as Executive Editor, Guider assumed responsibility for the editorial vision and strategic direction of The Hollywood Reporter's daily and weekly editions, digital content offerings and executive conferences.[26] After nearly running the publication into the ground, Guider left The Hollywood Reporter in early 2010.

In April 2010, Lori Burgess was named publisher of The Hollywood Reporter. Burgess had been publisher of OK![image: External link] magazine since October 2008. Michaela Apruzzese was named associate publisher, entertainment, of The Hollywood Reporter in May 2010. Apruzzese served as the director of movie advertising for Los Angeles Times Media Group.

In May 2010, Janice Min[image: External link] was named Editorial Director. In January 2014, she was promoted to President/Chief Creative Officer with additional oversight of THR's sister brand, Billboard.[27] Lynne Segall, a former vice president and associate publisher at The Hollywood Reporter, was named publisher and senior vice president of the outlet in June 2011.[28]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Editions
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 Print




The weekly print edition of The Hollywood Reporter includes profiles, original photography and interviews with entertainment figures; articles about major upcoming releases and product launches; film reviews and film festival[image: External link] previews; coverage of the latest industry deals, TV ratings, box-office figures and analysis of global entertainment business trends and indicators; photos essays and reports from premieres and other red-carpet events; and the latest on Hollywood fashion and lifestyle.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 On the web




The Reporter published a primitive " satellite[image: External link]" digital[image: External link] edition in the late 1980s. It became the first daily entertainment trade paper to start a website in 1995.[29] Initially, the site offered free news briefs with complete coverage firewalled as a premium paid service. In later years, the website became mostly free as it became more reliant on ad sales and less on subscribers. The website had already gone through a redesign by the time competitor Daily Variety took to the web. In 2002, the Reporter's website won the Jesse H. Neal Award[image: External link] for business journalism. In November 2013, The Hollywood Reporter launched the style site Pret-a-Reporter.[30]

THR.com, The Hollywood Reporter's website, re-launched in 2010, offers breaking entertainment news, reviews and blogs; original video content (and film and TV clips) and photo galleries; plus in-depth movie, television, music, awards, style, technology and business coverage. As of August 2013, Comscore measured 12 million unique visitors per month to the site.[31]
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 Editors and reporters




The Hollywood Reporter has a staff of roughly 150. In addition to hiring Eric Mika, Rose Eintstein and Elizabeth Guider, the Reporter hired the following staff in 2007:


	Todd Cunningham, former assistant managing editor of the LA Business Journal[image: External link], as National Editor for The Hollywood Reporter: Premier Edition

	Steven Zeitchik as Senior Writer, based in New York, where he provide news analysis and features for the Premiere Edition

	Melissa Grego, former managing editor of TV Week[image: External link], as Editor of HollywoodReporter.com

	Jonathan Landreth as the new Asian bureau chief, in addition to 13 new writers across Asia



However, staffing levels began to drop again in 2008. In April, Nielsen Business Media eliminated between 40 and 50 editorial staff positions at The Hollywood Reporter and its sister publications: Adweek, Brandweek, Editor & Publisher and Mediaweek.[32] In December, another 12 editorial positions were cut at the trade paper.[33] In addition, 2008 saw substantial turnover in the online department: THR.com Editor Melissa Grego left her position in July to become executive editor of Broadcasting & Cable[image: External link],[34] and Managing Editor Scott McKim left to become a new media manager at Knox College[image: External link]. With the entertainment industry as a whole shrinking, "Hollywood studios have cut more than $20 million from the Motion Picture Association of America budget this year. The resulting staff and program reductions are expected to permanently shrink the scope and size of the six-studio trade and advocacy group."[35]

Staffing at THR in 2008 saw even further cutbacks with "names from today's tragic bloodletting of The Hollywood Reporter's staff" adding up quickly in the hard economic times at the end of 2008.[36] "The trade has not only been thin, but only publishing digital version 19 days this holiday season. Film writers Leslie Simmons, Carolyn Giardina, Gregg Goldstein, plus lead TV critic Barry Garron and TV reporter Kimberly Nordyke, also special issues editor Randee Dawn Cohen out of New York and managing editor Harley Lond and international department editor Hy Hollinger[image: External link], plus Dan Evans, Lesley Goldberg, Michelle Belaski, James Gonzalez were among those chopped from the masthead."[36]

When Janice Min[image: External link] and Lori Burgess came on board in 2010, the editorial and sales staff increased nearly 50%, respectively. Min hired various recognized journalists in the entertainment industry, most notably Variety film critic Todd McCarthy after his firing from Variety in March 2010.
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 2010 relaunch




The 2010 relaunch of The Hollywood Reporter under then-CEO Richard Beckman[image: External link][37] was closely chronicled by the national media. After purchasing THR from Guggenheim Partners and Pluribus Capital in 2010, Beckman recruited Min, the former editor-in-chief of Us Weekly[image: External link], to "eviscerate" the existing daily trade paper and reinvent it as a glossy, large-format weekly magazine.[38]

The Reporter relaunched with a weekly print edition and a revamped website that enabled it to break news. Eight months after its initial report, The New York Times took note of the many scoops THR had generated, adding that the new glossy format seemed to be succeeding with its "rarefied demographic". "They managed to change the subject by going weekly… The large photos, lush paper stock and great design are a kind of narcotic here."[39]

By February 2013, the Times returned to THR, filing a report on a party for Academy Award[image: External link] nominees the magazine had hosted at the Los Angeles restaurant Spago[image: External link]. Noting the crowd of top celebrities in attendance, the Times alluded to the fact that many Hollywood[image: External link] insiders were now referring to THR as "the new Vanity Fair". Ad sales since Min's hiring were up more than 50%, while traffic to the magazine's website had grown by 800%.[40]
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 Deadline.com lawsuit




In 2011, Deadline.com, a property of Penske Media Corporation[image: External link], sued The Hollywood Reporter for more than $5 million, alleging copyright infringement[image: External link]. In 2013, THR's parent company settled the suit. According to The Wall Street Journal[image: External link], "The lawsuit [was] widely viewed in Hollywood as a proxy for the bitter war for readers and advertising dollars....The two sides agreed on a statement reading in part: 'Prometheus admits that The Hollywood Reporter copied source code from Penske Media Corporation's Web site www.tvline.com; Prometheus and The Hollywood Reporter have apologized to Penske Media.'"[41]
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 Current status and legacy




The Hollywood Reporter published out of the same offices on Sunset Boulevard[image: External link] for more than a half century. Today, the offices are located in L.A.[image: External link]'s Mid-Wilshire[image: External link] district.

The Hollywood Reporter sponsors and hosts a number of major industry events and awards ceremonies. It hosted 13 such events in 2012, including the Women in Entertainment Breakfast, where it announced its annual Power 100[image: External link] list of the industry's most powerful women;[42] the Key Art Awards[image: External link] (for achievement in entertainment advertising and communications); Power Lawyers Breakfast; Next Gen (honoring the industry's 50 fastest-rising stars and executives age 35 and under); Nominees Night; and the 25 Most Powerful Stylists Luncheon.
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 Awards season




Entertainment-industry awards receive ample coverage from The Hollywood Reporter, both in print and online. The magazine handicaps all the races, profiles the contenders and analyzes the business impact of nominations and wins. THR awards analyst Scott Feinberg analyzes and predicts the Emmy[image: External link] and Oscar[image: External link] races (his weekly Feinberg Forecast is published from late August up to the Academy Awards broadcast[image: External link]). THR also offers special print editions, such as its annual Oscar and Emmy issues, during respective awards seasons. THR.com features The Race, an awards-coverage blog, which encompasses Race to the Oscars, an app dedicated to Academy Awards coverage for iPhone[image: External link] and Android[image: External link] platforms.
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 Competition with Variety




In March 2007, The Hollywood Reporter surpassed Variety to achieve the largest total distribution of any entertainment daily.[43]

Daily Variety[image: External link] and The Hollywood Reporter both are located on Wilshire Boulevard[image: External link] along the well-trafficked "Miracle Mile". Staffers often migrate between the papers. Variety was long established as an entertainment trade paper in vaudeville[image: External link] circles, Tin Pan Alley[image: External link] and in the Theater District[image: External link] of New York City, but it was The Hollywood Reporter that began covering the developing film business in Hollywood in 1930. Variety did not start its Hollywood edition until 1933.

The Hollywood Reporter maintains a business association with the home entertainment trade publication Home Media Magazine[image: External link], which is owned by Questex Media Group. The alliance includes an exchange of stories when the need arises, and gives The Reporter access into the home entertainment trade, which Variety enjoys with its sister publication, the Reed-owned Video Business.
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 See also





	Nielsen Business Media[image: External link]

	Tubefilter[image: External link]
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Los Angeles Film Festival






The LA Film Festival is an annual film festival[image: External link] held in June in Culver City[image: External link], California. It showcases independent, international, feature, documentary and short films[image: External link]. Since 2001 it is run by the organization Film Independent, which also has been arranging the annual Film Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link] in Santa Monica[image: External link] since 1985.

The festival began as the Los Angeles Independent Film Festival (LAIFF) in 1995. The LAIFF ran for six years, until it was absorbed into Film Independent in 2001. At its height, the LAIFF attracted 19,000 attendees. Today, the LA Film Festival attracts more than 36,000 visitors.
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 Event features




With an attendance of more than 36,000 people,[1] it screens more than 100 feature films. The event also includes world premieres of films such as Disney/Pixar's Brave[image: External link],[2] and a variety of panels, seminars, and free outdoor screenings.

The Festival features signature programs including the exclusive Filmmaker Retreat, hosted by a veteran film director. In 2010, the Filmmaker Retreat was hosted by Kathryn Bigelow. In 2011, it was hosted by George Lucas at his Skywalker Ranch.

In addition to feature films, it also screens short films created by high school students.

Films submitted to the Festival are reviewed by Film Independent's programming department, which evaluates each film, looking for the best in new American and international cinema.

In 2011, the Festival showed over 200 films, music videos and shorts from over 30 countries.[3]
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 Awards presented




Awards are given out in the following categories at the conclusion of the Festival:


	US Fiction

	Documentary

	World Fiction

	Nightfall

	Short Fiction

	Short Documentary

	Audience Award for Best Fiction Film

	Audience Award for Best Documentary Film

	Audience Award for Best Episodic Story

	Audience Award for Best Short Film
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 History




After the film festival Filmex[image: External link], which ran from 1971 to 1983, there was no film festival in Los Angeles until 1995, when the Los Angeles Independent Film Festival (LAIFF) was started. The first LAIFF took place over the course of five days in a single location: the historic Raleigh Studios in Hollywood[image: External link].

In 1996, the LAIFF expanded to include the Directors Guild of America[image: External link] Building in Hollywood.

In 2001, the Festival became part of the organization Film Independent (formerly IFP/West).

In 2006, the Los Angeles Times became the Festival's main sponsor.

In 2010 the Festival was moved to the Regal Cinemas at the L.A. Live[image: External link] complex in downtown Los Angeles, with additional screenings at several other downtown venues including the Downtown Independent, Orpheum Theatre[image: External link] and the REDCAT[image: External link] Theatre (below the Walt Disney Concert Hall). The Festival also has a long tradition of screenings at the open-air John Anson Ford Amphitheatre[image: External link] in Hollywood. Free screenings are scheduled at California Plaza, in conjunction with Grand Performances and FIGat7th .

Today the LA Film Festival attracts over 36,000 visitors.
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 Importance




The LA Film Festival is a qualifying festival in all categories for Film Independent's Spirit Awards[image: External link]. It is also a qualifying festival for the short films categories of the Academy Awards.[4]
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 Criticism




During the festival of 2009, festival officials was approached by Dole Food Company[image: External link]. Dole urged festival officials to "immediately cease and desist" their sponsorship of the documentary Bananas!*[image: External link], directed by Fredrik Gertten[image: External link]. The festival did screen the documentary but removed it from competition in the festival. The documentary was also referred to as a case study of how truth could be twisted. Fredrik Gertten implies in his documentary Big Boys Gone Bananas!*[image: External link], a movie dealing with him being sued by Dole and his experience during that time, that the Los Angeles Film Festival gave after for the fear of losing their own interests in[clarification needed[image: External link]] prior to protect freedom of speech.[5]
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Daniel Woodrell






Daniel Woodrell (born March 4, 1953) is an American novelist and short story writer, who has written nine novels, most of them set in the Missouri[image: External link] Ozarks[image: External link], and one collection of short stories. Woodrell coined the phrase "country noir[image: External link]" to describe his 1996 novel Give Us a Kiss.[1] Reviewers have frequently since used the term to categorize his writing.[2]
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 Early life and education




Woodrell was born in Springfield, Missouri[image: External link],[3] in the southwestern corner of the state. He grew up in Missouri and dropped out of high school to join the Marines[image: External link]. Later he earned a BA[image: External link] from the University of Kansas[image: External link] and an MFA[image: External link] from the Iowa Writers' Workshop[image: External link].[1] The University of Missouri Kansas City awarded an honorary doctorate to Daniel Woodrell on December 17th, 2016.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Marriage and family




He lives in West Plains, Missouri[image: External link] in the Ozarks, and is married to the novelist Katie Estill.[4]
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 Career




Woodrell has set most of his eight novels in the Missouri Ozarks, a landscape which he knew from childhood. He has created novels based on crime, a style he termed "country noir", a phrase which has been adopted by commentators on his work.

In addition to finding readers for his fiction, Woodrell has had two novels adapted for films. Woodrell's second novel, Woe to Live On (1987), was adapted for the 1999 film Ride with the Devil[image: External link], directed by Ang Lee[image: External link].

The more recent Winter's Bone (2006) was adapted by writer and director Debra Granik for a film of the same title, released commercially in June 2010 after winning two awards at the Sundance Film Festival, including the Grand Jury Prize for a dramatic film.[5][6] Several critics called it one of the best films of the year and an American classic, and it received four Academy Award[image: External link] nominations, including Best Picture[image: External link].[7]

While filming a segment for Anthony Bourdain: No Reservations[image: External link], Woodrell was filmed breaking his shoulder in a boat fishing accident.[8]
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 Honors





	1999 PEN[image: External link] USA award for Fiction for his novel, Tomato Red (1998).[9]


	2000 He was longlisted[image: External link] for the International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award[image: External link] for Tomato Red.[10]


	2008 - His short story "Uncle", originally published in A Hell of a Woman: An Anthology of Female Noir (2007), was nominated for a 2008 Edgar Award[image: External link].[11]


	2010 Sundance Film Festival award for top dramatic film for adaptation of his novel Winter's Bone (published in 2006)
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Under the Bright Lights (Henry Holt, 1986)

	
Woe to Live On (Henry Holt, 1987)

	
Muscle for the Wing (Henry Holt, 1988)

	
The Ones You Do (Henry Holt, 1992)

	
Give Us a Kiss: A Country Noir (Henry Holt, 1996)

	
Tomato Red (Henry Holt, 1998)

	
The Death of Sweet Mister (Putnam, 2001)

	
Winter's Bone (Little, Brown, 2006)

	
The Bayou Trilogy (Mulholland Books, 2011) (an omnibus volume collecting Under the Bright Lights, Muscle for the Wing, and The Ones You Do)

	
The Outlaw Album (Little, Brown, 2011)

	
The Maid's Version (Little, Brown, 2013)
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 Filmography





	
Ride with the Devil[image: External link] (adapted from novel Woe to Live On) (1999)

	
Winter's Bone (adapted from novel) (2010)
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Debra Granik






Debra Granik (born February 6, 1963) is an American independent film[image: External link] director. She has won a series of awards at the Sundance Film Festival, including Best Short in 1998 for Snake Feed (her first film, made while a student at New York University[image: External link]), the Dramatic Directing Award in 2004 for her first feature-length film, Down to the Bone[image: External link] (a tale of addiction[image: External link] she co-scripted with Richard Lieske), and the Grand Jury Prize for Drama in 2010 and Prix du jury at Deauville American Film Festival[image: External link] 2010 for her second feature, Winter's Bone. In 2011, she received the Director's Award for Vision and Talent at the Athena Film Festival.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early life




Born in Cambridge, Massachusetts[image: External link], Granik grew up in the affluent suburbs of Washington D.C. She is of Jewish[image: External link] descent.[1] She received her B.A. from Brandeis University[image: External link] in 1985, where she majored in politics and became very interested in documentary film, democratic media, and feminism. After graduation, Granik started making educational films for trade unions. She later earned an MFA from the graduate film program[image: External link] at New York University[image: External link] (Tisch School of the Arts[image: External link]). While at NYU, she mentored under Boris Frumin[image: External link] and directed her first short, Snake Feed.[2] Granik is the granddaughter of broadcast pioneer Theodore Granik (1907–1970), founder-moderator of radio-TV's long-run panel discussion program, The American Forum of the Air[image: External link].
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 Film career
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 Snake Feed & Down to the Bone




Granik calls filmmaking "an organic, incremental process". Her first short, Snake Feed, was accepted into Sundance Film Festival's labs for screenwriting and directing, and eventually this short grew into her first feature-length film, Down to the Bone[image: External link] in 2004.[2] This film tells the story of an upstate New York mother who goes to rehab to kick her cocaine addiction and ends up falling in love with a nurse and, with his help, descending back into her old drug habits.[3] This film was based on an original screenplay written by Granik and her creative partner, Anne Rosellini. The main character, played by Vera Farmiga, was inspired by a woman that Granik met while attending film school in New York.[2]
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 Winter's Bone




Granik's second feature, Winter's Bone, tells the story of Ree Dolly, an Ozark[image: External link] teenager who is the sole caretaker of her two younger siblings and her catatonic mother. She is forced to hunt down her missing drug-dealing father in order to save her family from eviction. The screenplay was adapted by Granik and Anne Rosellini from a 2006 novel by the same name by Daniel Woodrell. The film, starring Jennifer Lawrence and John Hawkes[image: External link], won the Grand Jury Prize: Dramatic Film at the 2010 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link] and garned distribution with Roadside Attractions[image: External link] as a result. Additionally, at the Seattle International Film Festival[image: External link] Granik's feature won the Golden Space Needle Audience Award for Best Director, and Best Actress award for Jennifer Lawrence.[4] The film received four 2011 Academy Award[image: External link] nominations: Best Picture[image: External link], Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link], Best Actress[image: External link] and Best Supporting Actor[image: External link].

The film was shot on location in the Ozark territory of Missouri. Granik cast many of the supporting roles with first-time actors from the surrounding area[5] and all of the homes on screen were established Ozark homes—no sets were built for this film.[4] For the look of the film, Granik kept most of the established aesthetics of the homes in which they were shooting and many of the few mementos that were added to the homes were contributed by Ozark people in the community.[3]

Winter's Bone was shot using a Red digital camera[image: External link].[2]
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 Future work




Granik is set to produce and direct an HBO[image: External link] television pilot called American High Life, although the pilot had not been greenlit as of May 2012. The show is a family drama that "follows a young career woman to her economically depressed small home town in the midwest". Granik is also developing a film adaption of Rule of the Bone[image: External link], a 1995 novel by Russell Banks[image: External link].[6]
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 Themes




Interviewed by Jeremiah Kipp, Granik gave an overview of the challenges involved in doing a film about addiction:


	The traditional storyline in an American film is usually in the form of a V shape. I am oversimplifying, but we see someone tumbling down, they hit bottom, and then they rise up again and find redemption. Anyone who personally, tangentially or culturally knows anything about addiction is aware that it resembles an EKG. Up and down, up and down. Very few people ever get clean on the first or second attempt. For many people, it’s something they have to try over and over again. You get knocked down and ask all the ethical questions like how many chances do you give a person? When is the last chance? How many chances do they get? Can you imagine how difficult it is to fit that in a feature-length film? But those are the questions that are worth asking... The reason why boils down to the word “dark”. It is the scariest four-letter word in American storytelling and in this culture. Our film had a strong reception in Europe and achieved distribution, but that was not the case here. We received so many responses like, “We love the film, but we cannot do anything with it or we’ll lose our shirts. We’re sorry.” The intervention comes from people like Laemmle/Zeller Films. Every couple of years, some mavericks take on this challenge of distributing so-called un-distributable films. They take those films on a small run and allow them to see the light of day. Those efforts are what give a film like Down to the Bone a chance to have a life of some kind.[7]




Debra Granik's films deal with issues of personal strength and will power, like the character of Ree Dolly in Winter's Bone. She cites Mike Leigh[image: External link], Ken Loach[image: External link], Shane Meadows[image: External link], the Dardenne brothers[image: External link], Laurent Cantet[image: External link], and Abbas Kiarostami[image: External link] as some of her major influences in her directing career.[2]
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 Filmography





	
Snake Feed (short film) (1997) - writer and director

	
Down to the Bone[image: External link] (2004) - writer and director

	
Winter's Bone (2010) - adapted screenplay and director

	
Stray Dog (2014) - writer and director

	
My Abandonment (2017) - writer and director
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 Awards & Nominations





	Further information: List of accolades received by Winter's Bone[image: External link]
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 Won





	Gotham Independent Film Awards

	
Best Feature[image: External link]: Winter's Bone






	
Deauville American Film Festival[image: External link]

	Prix du Jury, Winter's Bone






	
Seattle International Film Festival[image: External link]

	Golden Space Needle Award for Best Director: Debra Granik, Winter's Bone






	
Sundance Film Festival

	
Directing Award Dramatic[image: External link]: Down to the Bone[image: External link]


	
Grand Jury Prize: Dramatic Film[image: External link]: Winter's Bone


	
Waldo Salt Screenwriting Award[image: External link]: Debra Granik and Anne Rosellini, Winter's Bone






	Athena Film Festival

	Directing Award 2011





	
Atlanta Film Festival[image: External link]

	Best Documentary Feature: Stray Dog
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 Nominated




Source:[8]


	
Academy Award[image: External link]

	
Best Picture[image: External link]: Winter's Bone


	
Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]: Winter's Bone






	
British Independent Film Awards[image: External link]

	Best Foreign Film: Winter's Bone






	
Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link]

	
Best Feature[image: External link]: Winter's Bone


	
Best Screenplay[image: External link]: Debra Granik and Anne Rosellini, Winter's Bone


	
Best Documentary Feature[image: External link]: Stray Dog
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 See also





	List of female film and television directors[image: External link]

	List of Sundance Film Festival award winners[image: External link]
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The New Yorker






For other uses, see New Yorker (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Not to be confused with New York (magazine)[image: External link].

The New Yorker is an American magazine of reportage, commentary, criticism, essays, fiction, satire, cartoons, and poetry. It is published by Condé Nast[image: External link]. Started as a weekly in 1925, the magazine is now published 47 times annually, with five of these issues covering two-week spans.

Although its reviews and events listings often focus on the cultural life of New York City[image: External link], The New Yorker has a wide audience outside of New York and is read internationally. It is well known for its illustrated and often topical covers, its commentaries on popular culture[image: External link] and eccentric Americana[image: External link], its attention to modern fiction[image: External link] by the inclusion of short stories[image: External link] and literary reviews[image: External link], its rigorous fact checking[image: External link] and copyediting[image: External link], its journalism[image: External link] on politics and social issues[image: External link], and its single-panel cartoons[image: External link] sprinkled throughout each issue.



TOP
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 History




The New Yorker debuted on February 21, 1925. It was founded by Harold Ross[image: External link] and his wife, Jane Grant[image: External link], a New York Times reporter. Ross wanted to create a sophisticated humor magazine that would be different from perceivably "corny" humor publications such as Judge[image: External link], where he had worked, or Life[image: External link]. Ross partnered with entrepreneur Raoul H. Fleischmann (who founded the General Baking Company[3]) to establish the F-R Publishing Company. The magazine's first offices were at 25 West 45th Street in Manhattan[image: External link]. Ross edited the magazine until his death in 1951. During the early, occasionally precarious years of its existence, the magazine prided itself on its cosmopolitan sophistication. Ross famously declared in a 1925 prospectus for the magazine: "It has announced that it is not edited for the old lady in Dubuque[image: External link]."[4]

Although the magazine never lost its touches of humor, it soon established itself as a pre-eminent forum for serious fiction[image: External link] literature[image: External link] and journalism. Shortly after the end of World War II[image: External link], John Hersey[image: External link]'s essay Hiroshima[image: External link] filled an entire issue. In subsequent decades the magazine published short stories by many of the most respected writers of the 20th and 21st centuries, including Ann Beattie[image: External link], Truman Capote[image: External link], John Cheever[image: External link], Roald Dahl[image: External link], Mavis Gallant[image: External link], Geoffrey Hellman[image: External link], John McNulty[image: External link], Joseph Mitchell[image: External link], Alice Munro[image: External link], Haruki Murakami[image: External link], Vladimir Nabokov[image: External link], John O'Hara[image: External link], Dorothy Parker[image: External link], Philip Roth[image: External link], J. D. Salinger[image: External link], Irwin Shaw[image: External link], James Thurber[image: External link], John Updike[image: External link], Eudora Welty[image: External link], Stephen King[image: External link], and E. B. White[image: External link]. Publication of Shirley Jackson[image: External link]'s "The Lottery[image: External link]" drew more mail than any other story in the magazine's history.

In its early decades, the magazine sometimes published two or even three short stories a week, but in recent years the pace has remained steady at one story per issue. While some styles and themes recur more often than others in its fiction, the stories are marked less by uniformity than by variety, and they have ranged from Updike's introspective domestic narratives to the surrealism of Donald Barthelme[image: External link], and from parochial accounts of the lives of neurotic New Yorkers to stories set in a wide range of locations and eras and translated from many languages.[citation needed[image: External link]] Kurt Vonnegut[image: External link] said that The New Yorker has been an effective instrument for getting a large audience to appreciate modern literature. Vonnegut's 1974 interview with Joe David Bellamy and John Casey contained a discussion of The New Yorker's influence:


[T]he limiting factor [in literature] is the reader. No other art requires the audience to be a performer. You have to count on the reader's being a good performer, and you may write music which he absolutely can't perform – in which case it's a bust. Those writers you mentioned and myself are teaching an audience how to play this kind of music in their heads. It's a learning process, and The New Yorker has been a very good institution of the sort needed. They have a captive audience, and they come out every week, and people finally catch on to Barthelme, for instance, and are able to perform that sort of thing in their heads and enjoy it.[5]



The non-fiction feature articles (which usually make up the bulk of the magazine's content) cover an eclectic array of topics. Recent subjects have included eccentric evangelist Creflo Dollar[image: External link], the different ways in which humans perceive the passage of time, and Münchausen syndrome by proxy[image: External link].

The magazine is notable for its editorial traditions. Under the rubric Profiles, it publishes articles about notable people such as Ernest Hemingway[image: External link], Henry R. Luce[image: External link] and Marlon Brando[image: External link], Hollywood restaurateur Michael Romanoff[image: External link], magician Ricky Jay[image: External link] and mathematicians David and Gregory Chudnovsky[image: External link]. Other enduring features have been "Goings on About Town", a listing of cultural and entertainment events in New York, and "The Talk of the Town", a miscellany of brief pieces—frequently humorous, whimsical or eccentric vignettes of life in New York—written in a breezily light style, or feuilleton[image: External link], although in recent years the section often begins with a serious commentary. For many years, newspaper snippets containing amusing errors, unintended meanings or badly mixed metaphors ("Block That Metaphor") have been used as filler items, accompanied by a witty retort. There is no masthead listing the editors and staff. And despite some changes, the magazine has kept much of its traditional appearance over the decades in typography, layout, covers and artwork. The magazine was acquired by Advance Publications[image: External link], the media company owned by Samuel Irving Newhouse Jr[image: External link], in 1985,[6] for $200 million when it was earning less than $6 million a year.[7]

Ross was succeeded as editor by William Shawn[image: External link] (1951–87), followed by Robert Gottlieb[image: External link] (1987–92) and Tina Brown[image: External link] (1992–98). Among the important nonfiction authors who began writing for the magazine during Shawn's editorship were Dwight Macdonald[image: External link], Kenneth Tynan[image: External link], and Hannah Arendt[image: External link]; to a certain extent all three authors were controversial, Arendt the most obviously so (her Eichmann in Jerusalem reportage appeared in the magazine before it was published as a book), but in each case Shawn proved an active champion.

Brown's nearly six-year tenure attracted more controversy than Gottlieb's or even Shawn's, thanks to her high profile (Shawn, by contrast, had been an extremely shy, introverted figure) and the changes which she made to a magazine that had retained a similar look and feel for the previous half-century. She introduced color to the editorial pages (several years before The New York Times) and photography, with less type on each page and a generally more modern layout. More substantively, she increased the coverage of current events and hot topics such as celebrities and business tycoons, and placed short pieces throughout "Goings on About Town", including a racy column about nightlife in Manhattan. A new letters-to-the-editor page and the addition of authors' bylines to their "Talk of the Town" pieces had the effect of making the magazine more personal. The current editor of The New Yorker is David Remnick[image: External link], who succeeded Brown in July 1998.[8]

Tom Wolfe[image: External link] wrote about the magazine: "The New Yorker style was one of leisurely meandering understatement, droll when in the humorous mode, tautological and litotical when in the serious mode, constantly amplified, qualified, adumbrated upon, nuanced and renuanced, until the magazine's pale-gray pages became High Baroque triumphs of the relative clause and appository modifier".[9]

Joseph Rosenblum, reviewing Ben Yagoda[image: External link]'s About Town, a history of the magazine from 1925 to 1985, wrote, "... The New Yorker did create its own universe. As one longtime reader wrote to Yagoda, this was a place 'where Peter DeVries[image: External link] ... [ sic[image: External link]] was forever lifting a glass of Piesporter[image: External link], where Niccolò Tucci[image: External link] (in a plum velvet dinner jacket[image: External link]) flirted in Italian with Muriel Spark[image: External link], where Nabokov sipped tawny port[image: External link] from a prismatic goblet (while a Red Admirable[image: External link] perched on his pinky), and where John Updike tripped over the master's Swiss shoes, excusing himself charmingly".[10]

As far back as the 1940s the magazine's commitment to fact-checking[image: External link] was already well known.[11] Yet the magazine played a role in a literary scandal and defamation lawsuit over two 1990s articles by Janet Malcolm[image: External link], who wrote about Sigmund Freud[image: External link]'s legacy. Questions were raised about the magazine's fact-checking process.[12] As of 2010, The New Yorker employs 16 fact checkers.[13] In July 2011, the magazine was sued for defamation in United States district court[image: External link] for a July 12, 2010 article written by David Grann,[14][15] but the case was summarily dismissed.[16][17]

Since the late 1990s, The New Yorker has used the Internet to publish current and archived material. It maintains a website with some content from the current issue (plus exclusive web-only content). Subscribers have access to the full current issue online, as well as a complete archive of back issues viewable as they were originally printed. In addition, The New Yorker's cartoons are available for purchase online. A digital archive of back issues from 1925 to April 2008 (representing more than 4,000 issues and half a million pages) has also been issued on DVD-ROMs and on a small portable hard drive. More recently, an iPad version of the current issue of the magazine has been released.

In its November 1, 2004 issue, the magazine for the first time endorsed a presidential candidate, choosing to endorse Democrat[image: External link] John Kerry[image: External link] over incumbent Republican[image: External link] George W. Bush[image: External link].[18] This was continued in 2008 when the magazine endorsed Barack Obama[image: External link] over John McCain[image: External link],[19] in 2012 when it endorsed Obama over Mitt Romney[image: External link],[20] and in 2016 when it endorsed Hillary Clinton[image: External link] over Donald Trump[image: External link].[21]
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 Cartoons




The New Yorker has featured cartoons (usually gag cartoons[image: External link]) since it began publication in 1925. The cartoon editor of The New Yorker for years was Lee Lorenz[image: External link], who first began cartooning in 1956 and became a New Yorker contract contributor in 1958.[22] After serving as the magazine's art editor from 1973 to 1993 (when he was replaced by Françoise Mouly[image: External link]), he continued in the position of cartoon editor until 1998. His book The Art of the New Yorker: 1925–1995 (Knopf, 1995) was the first comprehensive survey of all aspects of the magazine's graphics. In 1998, Robert Mankoff[image: External link] took over as cartoon editor, and since then Mankoff has edited at least 14 collections of New Yorker cartoons. In addition, Mankoff usually contributes a short article to each book, describing some aspect of the cartooning process or the methods used to select cartoons for the magazine.

The New Yorker's stable of cartoonists has included many important talents in American humor, including Charles Addams[image: External link], Peter Arno[image: External link], Charles Barsotti[image: External link], George Booth[image: External link], Roz Chast[image: External link], Tom Cheney[image: External link], Sam Cobean[image: External link], Leo Cullum[image: External link], Richard Decker[image: External link], J. B. Handelsman[image: External link], Helen E. Hokinson[image: External link], Ed Koren[image: External link], Reginald Marsh[image: External link], Mary Petty[image: External link], George Price[image: External link], Charles Saxon[image: External link], David Snell[image: External link], Otto Soglow[image: External link], Saul Steinberg[image: External link], William Steig[image: External link], James Stevenson[image: External link], Richard Taylor, James Thurber[image: External link], Pete Holmes[image: External link], Barney Tobey, and Gahan Wilson[image: External link].

Many early New Yorker cartoonists did not caption their own cartoons. In his book The Years with Ross, Thurber describes the newspaper's weekly art meeting, where cartoons submitted over the previous week would be brought up from the mail room to be gone over by Ross, the editorial department and a number of staff writers. Cartoons would often be rejected or sent back to artists with requested amendments, while others would be accepted and captions written for them. Some artists hired their own writers; Helen Hokinson hired James Reid Parker in 1931. (Brendan Gill[image: External link] relates in his book Here at The New Yorker that at one point in the early 1940s, the quality of the artwork submitted to the magazine seemed to improve. It was later found out that the office boy (a teenaged Truman Capote[image: External link]) had been acting as a volunteer art editor, dropping pieces he didn't like down the far edge of his desk.)[23]

Several of the magazine's cartoons have climbed to a higher plateau of fame. One 1928 cartoon drawn by Carl Rose[image: External link] and captioned by E. B. White[image: External link] shows a mother telling her daughter, "It's broccoli, dear." The daughter responds, "I say it's spinach and I say the hell with it." The phrase "I say it's spinach[image: External link]" entered the vernacular (and three years later, the Broadway musical Face the Music included Irving Berlin[image: External link]'s musical number titled "I Say It's Spinach (And The Hell With It)[image: External link]").[24] The catchphrase[image: External link] "back to the drawing board[image: External link]" originated with the 1941 Peter Arno cartoon showing an engineer walking away from a crashed plane, saying, "Well, back to the old drawing board."[25][26]

The most reprinted is Peter Steiner[image: External link]'s 1993 drawing of two dogs at a computer, with one saying, "On the Internet, nobody knows you're a dog[image: External link]". According to Mankoff, Steiner and the magazine have split more than $100,000 in fees paid for the licensing and reprinting of this single cartoon, with more than half going to Steiner.[27][28]

Over seven decades, many hardcover compilations of cartoons from The New Yorker have been published, and in 2004, Mankoff edited The Complete Cartoons of The New Yorker, a 656-page collection with 2004 of the magazine's best cartoons published during 80 years, plus a double CD set with all 68,647 cartoons ever published in the magazine. This features a search function allowing readers to search for cartoons by a cartoonist's name or by year of publication. The newer group of cartoonists in recent years includes Pat Byrnes[image: External link], Frank Cotham, Michael Crawford, Joe Dator, Drew Dernavich, J. C. Duffy[image: External link], Carolita Johnson, Zachary Kanin, Farley Katz, Robert Leighton[image: External link], Glen Le Lievre, Michael Maslin, Ariel Molvig, Paul Noth, Barbara Smaller, David Sipress, Mick Stevens, Julia Suits[image: External link], Christopher Weyant, P. C. Vey[image: External link], and Jack Ziegler. The notion that some New Yorker cartoons have punchlines so non sequitur[image: External link] that they are impossible to understand became a subplot in the Seinfeld[image: External link] episode "The Cartoon[image: External link]", as well as a playful jab in an episode of The Simpsons[image: External link], "The Sweetest Apu[image: External link]".

In April 2005, the magazine began using the last page of each issue for "The New Yorker Cartoon Caption Contest[image: External link]". Captionless cartoons by The New Yorker's regular cartoonists are printed each week. Captions are submitted by readers, and three are chosen as finalists. Readers then vote on the winner, and any resident of the US, UK, Australia, Ireland, or Canada (except Quebec[image: External link]) age 18 or older can vote.[citation needed[image: External link]] Each contest winner receives a print of the cartoon (with the winning caption), signed by the artist who drew the cartoon.
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 Films




The New Yorker has been the source of a number of movies. Both fiction and non-fiction pieces have been adapted for the big screen, including: Flash of Genius[image: External link] (2008), based on a true account of the invention of the intermittent windshield wiper by John Seabrook[image: External link]; Away From Her[image: External link], adapted from Alice Munro's short story "The Bear Came Over The Mountain", which debuted at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival; The Namesake[image: External link] (2007), similarly based on Jhumpa Lahiri[image: External link]'s novel which originated as a short story in the magazine; The Bridge[image: External link] (2006), based on Tad Friend[image: External link]'s 2003 non-fiction piece "Jumpers"; Brokeback Mountain (2005), an adaptation of the short story by Annie Proulx[image: External link] which first appeared in the October 13, 1997, issue of The New Yorker; Jonathan Safran Foer[image: External link]'s 2001 debut in The New Yorker, which later came to theaters in Liev Schreiber's debut as both screenwriter and director, Everything is Illuminated[image: External link] (2005); Michael Cunningham[image: External link]'s The Hours[image: External link], which appeared in the pages of The New Yorker before becoming the film that garnered the 2002 Best Actress Academy Award for Nicole Kidman; Adaptation[image: External link] (2002), which Charlie Kaufman[image: External link] based on Susan Orlean[image: External link]'s The Orchid Thief, written for The New Yorker; Frank McCourt's Angela's Ashes[image: External link], which also appeared, in part, in The New Yorker in 1996 before its film adaptation was released in 1999; The Addams Family[image: External link] (1991) and its sequel, Addams Family Values[image: External link] (1993), both inspired by the work of famed New Yorker cartoonist Charles Addams[image: External link]; Brian De Palma[image: External link]'s Casualties of War[image: External link] (1989), which began as a New Yorker article by Daniel Lang; Boys Don't Cry[image: External link] (1999), starring Hilary Swank, began as an article in the magazine, and Iris[image: External link] (2001), about the life of Iris Murdoch and John Bayley, the article written by John Bayley for the New Yorker, before he completed his full memoir, the film starring Judi Dench and Jim Broadbent; The Swimmer[image: External link] (1968), starring Burt Lancaster[image: External link], based on a John Cheever short story from The New Yorker; In Cold Blood[image: External link] (1967), the widely nominated adaptation of the 1965 non-fiction serial written for The New Yorker by Truman Capote[image: External link]; Pal Joey[image: External link] (1957), based on a series of stories by John O'Hara; Mister 880[image: External link] (1950), starring Edmund Gwenn[image: External link], based on a story by longtime editor St. Clair McKelway[image: External link]; The Secret Life of Walter Mitty[image: External link] (1947) which began as a story by longtime New Yorker contributor James Thurber; and Meet Me in St. Louis[image: External link] (1944), adapted from Sally Benson[image: External link]'s short stories.

The history of The New Yorker has also been portrayed in film: In Mrs. Parker and the Vicious Circle[image: External link], a film about the celebrated Algonquin Round Table[image: External link] starring Jennifer Jason Leigh as Dorothy Parker[image: External link], Sam Robards[image: External link] portrays founding editor Harold Ross trying to drum up support for his fledgling publication. The magazine's former editor, William Shawn[image: External link], is portrayed in Capote[image: External link] (2005), Infamous[image: External link] (2006) and Hannah Arendt[image: External link] (2012).

The 2015 documentary, Very Semi-Serious, produced by Redora Films, presents a behind-the-scenes look at the cartoons of The New Yorker.
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 Style




The New Yorker's signature display typeface, used for its nameplate and headlines and the masthead above The Talk of the Town section, is Irvin, named after its creator, the designer-illustrator Rea Irvin[image: External link].[29] The body text of all articles in The New Yorker is set in Adobe Caslon[image: External link].[30]

One uncommonly formal feature of the magazine's in-house style[image: External link] is the placement of diaeresis marks[image: External link] in words with repeating vowels[image: External link]—such as reëlected, preëminent and coöperate—in which the two vowel letters indicate separate vowel sounds.[31] The magazine also continues to use a few spellings that are otherwise little used, such as focussed, venders, teen-ager,[32] traveller, marvellous, carrousel,[33] and cannister.[34]

The magazine also spells out the names of numerical amounts, such as "two million three hundred thousand dollars" instead of "$2.3 million", even for very large figures.[35]
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Notwithstanding its title, The New Yorker is read nationwide, with 53 percent of its circulation in the top ten U.S. metropolitan areas. According to Mediamark Research Inc., the average age of The New Yorker reader in 2009 was 47 (compared to 43 in 1980 and 46 in 1990). The average household income of The New Yorker readers in 2009 was $109,877 (the average income in 1980 was $62,788 and the average income in 1990 was $70,233).[36]
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The magazine's first cover illustration, a dandy[image: External link] peering at a butterfly through a monocle[image: External link], was drawn by Rea Irvin[image: External link], the magazine's first art editor, based on an 1834 caricature of the then Count d'Orsay[image: External link] which appeared as an illustration[37] in the 11th edition of the Encyclopædia Britannica. The gentleman on the original cover, now referred to as "Eustace Tilley", is a character created by Corey Ford[image: External link] for The New Yorker. The hero of a series entitled "The Making of a Magazine", which began on the inside front cover of the August 8 issue that first summer, Tilley was a younger man than the figure on the original cover. His top hat was of a newer style, without the curved brim. He wore a morning coat[image: External link] and striped trousers. Ford borrowed Eustace Tilley's last name from an aunt—he had always found it vaguely humorous. "Eustace" was selected by Ford for euphony[image: External link].[38]

The character has become a kind of mascot[image: External link] for The New Yorker, frequently appearing in its pages and on promotional materials. Traditionally, Rea Irvin's original Tilley cover illustration is used every year on the issue closest to the anniversary date of February 21, though on several occasions a newly drawn variation has been substituted.[39]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Covers
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 "View of the World" cover




Main article: View of the World from 9th Avenue[image: External link]


Saul Steinberg created 85 covers and 642 internal drawings and illustrations for the magazine. His most famous work is probably its March 29, 1976 cover,[40] an illustration most often referred to as "View of the World from 9th Avenue[image: External link]", sometimes referred to as "A Parochial[image: External link] New Yorker's View of the World" or "A New Yorker's View of the World", which depicts a map of the world as seen by self-absorbed[image: External link] New Yorkers.

The illustration is split in two, with the bottom half of the image showing Manhattan[image: External link]'s 9th Avenue, 10th Avenue[image: External link], and the Hudson River[image: External link] (appropriately labeled), and the top half depicting the rest of the world. The rest of the United States is the size of the three New York City blocks and is drawn as a square, with a thin brown strip along the Hudson representing "Jersey"[image: External link], the names of five cities (Los Angeles[image: External link]; Washington, D.C.[image: External link]; Las Vegas[image: External link]; Kansas City[image: External link]; and Chicago[image: External link]) and three states ( Texas[image: External link], Utah[image: External link], and Nebraska[image: External link]) scattered among a few rocks for the United States beyond New Jersey. The Pacific Ocean, perhaps half again as wide as the Hudson, separates the United States from three flattened land masses labeled China, Japan and Russia.

The illustration—humorously depicting New Yorkers' self-image of their place in the world, or perhaps outsiders' view of New Yorkers' self-image—inspired many similar works, including the poster for the 1984 film[image: External link] Moscow on the Hudson[image: External link]; that movie poster led to a lawsuit, Steinberg v. Columbia Pictures Industries, Inc.[image: External link], 663 F. Supp. 706 ( S.D.N.Y.[image: External link] 1987), which held that Columbia Pictures[image: External link] violated the copyright[image: External link] that Steinberg held on his work.

The cover was later satirized by Barry Blitt for the cover of The New Yorker on October 6, 2008. The cover featured Sarah Palin[image: External link] looking out of her window seeing only Alaska, with Russia in the far background.[41]

The March 21, 2009 cover of The Economist[image: External link], "How China sees the World", is also an homage to the original image, but depicting the viewpoint from Beijing's Chang'an Avenue[image: External link] instead of Manhattan.[42]
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 9/11




Hired by Tina Brown in 1992, Art Spiegelman[image: External link] worked for The New Yorker for ten years but resigned a few months after the September 11 terrorist attacks[image: External link]. The cover created by Françoise Mouly and Spiegelman for the September 24, 2001 issue of The New Yorker received wide acclaim and was voted in the top ten of magazine covers of the past 40 years by the American Society of Magazine Editors, which commented:


New Yorker Covers Editor Françoise Mouly repositioned Art Spiegelman's silhouettes, inspired by Ad Reinhardt[image: External link]'s black-on-black paintings, so that the North Tower's antenna breaks the "W" of the magazine's logo. Spiegelman wanted to see the emptiness, and find the awful/awe-filled image of all that disappeared on 9/11. The silhouetted Twin Towers were printed in a fifth, black ink, on a field of black made up of the standard four color printing inks. An overprinted clear varnish helps create the ghost images that linger, insisting on their presence through the blackness.



At first glance, the cover appears to be totally black, but upon close examination it reveals the silhouettes of the World Trade Center[image: External link] towers in a slightly darker shade of black. In some situations, the ghost images only become visible when the magazine is tilted toward a light source.[43] In September 2004, Spiegelman reprised the image on the cover of his book In the Shadow of No Towers[image: External link], in which he relates his experience of the Twin Towers attack and the psychological after-effects.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 "New Yorkistan"




Main article: New Yorkistan[image: External link]


In the December 2001 issue the magazine printed a cover by Maira Kalman[image: External link] and Rick Meyerowitz[image: External link] showing a map of New York in which various neighborhoods were labeled with humorous names reminiscent of Middle Eastern and Central Asian place names and referencing the neighborhood's real name or characteristics (e.g., "Fuhgeddabouditstan", "Botoxia"). The cover had some cultural resonance in the wake of September 11, and became a popular print and poster.[44][45]
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[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Crown Heights in 1993




For the 1993 Valentine's Day[image: External link] issue, the magazine cover by Art Spiegelman[image: External link] depicted a black woman and a Hasidic Jewish[image: External link] man kissing, referencing the Crown Heights riot[image: External link] of 1991.[46][47] The cover was criticized by both black and Jewish observers.[48] Jack Salzman and Cornel West[image: External link] describe the reaction to the cover as the magazine's "first national controversy".[49]
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"The Politics of Fear", a cartoon by Barry Blitt[image: External link] featured on the cover of the July 21, 2008 issue, depicts then presumptive Democratic[image: External link] presidential[image: External link] nominee Barack Obama[image: External link] in the turban[image: External link] and salwar kameez[image: External link] typical of many Muslims[image: External link], fist bumping[image: External link] with his wife, Michelle[image: External link], portrayed with an Afro[image: External link] and wearing camouflage[image: External link] trousers with an assault rifle[image: External link] slung over her back. They are standing in the Oval Office[image: External link], with a portrait of Osama Bin Laden[image: External link] hanging on the wall and an American flag[image: External link] burning[image: External link] in the fireplace in the background.[50]

Many New Yorker readers saw the image as a lampoon of "The Politics of Fear", as the image was titled. Some of Obama's supporters as well as his presumptive Republican opponent, Sen. John McCain[image: External link], accused the magazine of publishing an incendiary cartoon whose irony could be lost on some readers. However, editor David Remnick felt the image's obvious excesses rebuffed the concern that it could be misunderstood, even by those unfamiliar with the magazine.[51][52] "The intent of the cover," he said, "is to satirize the vicious and racist attacks and rumors and misconceptions about the Obamas that have been floating around in the blogosphere[image: External link] and are reflected in public opinion polls. What we set out to do was to throw all these images together, which are all over the top and to shine a kind of harsh light on them, to satirize them."[53]

In an interview on Larry King Live[image: External link] shortly after the magazine issue began circulating, Obama said, "Well, I know it was The New Yorker's attempt at satire... I don't think they were entirely successful with it". But Obama also pointed to his own efforts to debunk the allegations portrayed in The New Yorker cover through a web site his campaign set up: "[They are] actually an insult against Muslim-Americans, something that we don't spend a lot of time talking about."[54][55]

Later that week, The Daily Show[image: External link]'s Jon Stewart[image: External link] continued The New Yorker cover's argument about Obama stereotypes with a piece showcasing a montage of clips containing such stereotypes culled from various legitimate news sources.[56] The New Yorker Obama cover was later parodied by Stewart and Stephen Colbert[image: External link] on the October 3, 2008, cover of Entertainment Weekly magazine, with Stewart as Obama and Colbert as Michelle, photographed for the magazine in New York City on September 18.[57]

New Yorker covers are not always related to the contents of the magazine or are only tangentially so. In this case, the article in the July 21, 2008, issue about Obama did not discuss the attacks and rumors but rather Obama's political career. The magazine later endorsed Obama for president.

This parody was most likely inspired by Fox News[image: External link] host E. D. Hill[image: External link]'s paraphrasing of an anonymous internet comment in asking whether a gesture made by Obama and his wife Michelle was a "terrorist fist jab".[58][59] Later, Hill's contract was not renewed.[60]
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The New Yorker chose an image of Bert and Ernie[image: External link] by artist Jack Hunter, titled 'Moment of Joy', as the cover of their July 8, 2013 publication which covers the Supreme Court decisions on the Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link] and California Proposition 8[image: External link].[61] The Sesame Street[image: External link] characters have long been rumored in popular culture and urban legend to be homosexual[image: External link] partners, though Sesame Workshop[image: External link] has repeatedly denied this, saying they are merely "puppets" and have no sexual orientation.[62] Reaction was mixed. Online magazine Slate[image: External link] criticized the cover, which shows Ernie leaning on Bert's shoulder as they watch a television with the Supreme Court justices on the screen, saying "it's a terrible way to commemorate a major civil-rights victory for gay and lesbian couples." The Huffington Post, meanwhile, said it was "one of [the magazine's] most awesome covers of all time."[63]
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Top Hat and Tales: Harold Ross and the Making of the New Yorker (Carousel Film and Video, 2001, 47 minutes)[64][65]
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Peter Travers





Not to be confused with P.L. Travers[image: External link].

Peter Travers is an American film critic[image: External link] and journalist, who has written for, in turn, People[image: External link] and Rolling Stone. Travers also hosts a celebrity interview show called Popcorn on ABC News Now[image: External link] and ABCNews.com[image: External link].

Career

Travers joined Rolling Stone in 1989 after a four-year stint with People[image: External link].[1] According to eFilmCritic.com, Travers is the nation's most blurbed[image: External link] film critic.[2][3] Some of the contemporary directors he is most receptive to based on ratings and placement in top ten lists include Martin Scorsese[image: External link], David Lynch[image: External link], Paul Thomas Anderson[image: External link], Clint Eastwood[image: External link], Christopher Nolan[image: External link], Joel and Ethan Coen[image: External link], and Ang Lee[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] He has also shown a great deal of disdain for certain directors, most notably Michael Bay[image: External link] and his films.[citation needed[image: External link]] Travers also hosts The New York Film Critics Series® (NYFCS®), one of the leading word-of-mouth screening companies, partnered with the nation’s leading independent cinemas to present live, national, in-theater screenings with captured live stars, directors and producers.[4]
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Rolling Stone






This article is about the magazine. For the song, see Rollin' Stone[image: External link]. For the band, see The Rolling Stones[image: External link]. For other uses, see Rolling Stone (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Rolling Stone is an American biweekly magazine that focuses on popular culture. It was founded in San Francisco in 1967 by Jann Wenner[image: External link], who is still the magazine's publisher, and the music critic Ralph J. Gleason[image: External link]. It was first known for its musical coverage and for political reporting by Hunter S. Thompson[image: External link]. In the 1990s, the magazine shifted focus to a younger readership interested in youth-oriented television shows, film actors, and popular music.[2] In recent years, it has resumed its traditional mix of content.
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 History




Rolling Stone magazine was founded in San Francisco in 1967 by Jann Wenner[image: External link] and Ralph Gleason[image: External link].[3] To get it off the ground, Wenner borrowed $7,500 from his own family and from the parents of his soon-to-be wife, Jane Schindelheim.[4] The first issue carried a cover date of November 9, 1967,[5] and was in newspaper format with a lead article on the Monterey Pop Festival[image: External link].[6] The cover price was 35¢ (equivalent to $2.51 in 2016).

In the first issue, Wenner explained that the title of the magazine referred to the 1950 blues song, "Rollin' Stone[image: External link]", recorded by Muddy Waters[image: External link], the rock and roll band the Rolling Stones[image: External link], and Bob Dylan[image: External link]'s hit single "Like a Rolling Stone[image: External link]".[a 1][7] Some authors have attributed the name solely to Dylan's hit single: "At [Ralph] Gleason's suggestion, Wenner named his magazine after a Bob Dylan song."[8] Rolling Stone initially identified with and reported the hippie[image: External link] counterculture[image: External link] of the era[image: External link]. However, it distanced itself from the underground newspapers of the time, such as Berkeley Barb[image: External link], embracing more traditional journalistic standards and avoiding the radical politics of the underground press[image: External link]. In the very first edition, Wenner wrote that Rolling Stone "is not just about the music, but about the things and attitudes that music embraces".

In the 1970s, Rolling Stone began to make a mark with its political coverage, with the likes of gonzo[image: External link] journalist Hunter S. Thompson[image: External link] writing for the magazine's political section. Thompson first published his most famous work Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas[image: External link] within the pages of Rolling Stone, where he remained a contributing editor until his death in 2005.[9] In the 1970s, the magazine also helped launch the careers of many prominent authors, including Cameron Crowe[image: External link], Lester Bangs[image: External link], Joe Klein[image: External link], Joe Eszterhas[image: External link], Patti Smith[image: External link] and P. J. O'Rourke[image: External link]. It was at this point that the magazine ran some of its most famous stories, including that of the Patty Hearst[image: External link] abduction odyssey. One interviewer, speaking for a large number of his peers, said that he bought his first copy of the magazine upon initial arrival on his college campus, describing it as a "rite of passage[image: External link]".[2]

In 1977, the magazine moved its headquarters from San Francisco to New York City. Editor Jann Wenner said San Francisco had become "a cultural backwater".[10]

During the 1980s, the magazine began to shift towards being a general "entertainment" magazine. Music was still a dominant topic, but there was increasing coverage of celebrities in television, films and the pop culture of the day. The magazine also initiated its annual "Hot Issue" during this time.

Rolling Stone was initially known for its musical coverage and for Thompson's political reporting. In the 1990s, the magazine changed its format to appeal to a younger readership interested in youth-oriented television shows, film actors and popular music. This led to criticism that the magazine was emphasizing style over substance.[2] In recent years, the magazine has resumed its traditional mix of content, including in-depth political stories. It has also expanded content to include coverage of financial and banking issues. As a result, the magazine has seen its circulation increase and its reporters invited as experts to network television programs of note.[11]

The printed format has gone through several changes. The first publications, in 1967–72, were in folded tabloid newspaper format[image: External link], with no staples, black ink text, and a single color highlight that changed each edition. From 1973 onwards, editions were produced on a four-color press with a different newsprint paper size. In 1979, the bar code appeared. In 1980, it became a gloss-paper, large format (10"×12") magazine. As of edition of October 30, 2008, Rolling Stone has had a smaller, standard-format magazine size.[12]
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 2000s




After years of declining readership, the magazine experienced a major resurgence of interest and relevance with the work of two young journalists in the late 2000s, Michael Hastings[image: External link] and Matt Taibbi[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 2005, Dana Leslie Fields[image: External link], former publisher of Rolling Stone, who had worked at the magazine for 17 years, was an inaugural inductee into the Magazine Hall of Fame.[13]

In 2009, Taibbi unleashed an acclaimed series of scathing reports on the financial meltdown of the time. He famously described Goldman Sachs[image: External link] as "a great vampire squid[image: External link]".
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 2010s




Bigger headlines came at the end of June 2010. Rolling Stone caused a controversy in the White House[image: External link] by publishing in the July issue an article by journalist Michael Hastings[image: External link] entitled, "The Runaway General",[14] quoting criticism by General Stanley A. McChrystal[image: External link], commander of the International Security Assistance Force[image: External link] and U.S. Forces-Afghanistan commander, about Vice President Joe Biden[image: External link] and other Administration members of the White House. McChrystal resigned from his position shortly after his statements went public.[15][16][17][18]

In 2010, Taibbi documented illegal and fraudulent actions by banks in the foreclosure courts, after traveling to Jacksonville, Florida and sitting in on hearings in the courtroom. His article, Invasion of the Home Snatchers also documented attempts by the judge to intimidate a homeowner fighting foreclosure and the attorney Taibbi accompanied into the court.[19][20]

In January 2012, the magazine ran exclusive excerpts from Hastings' book just prior to publication.[21] The book, The Operators: The Wild and Terrifying Inside Story of America's War in Afghanistan, provided a much more expansive look at McChrystal and the culture of senior American military and how they become embroiled in such wars. The book reached Amazon's bestseller list in the first 48 hours of release, and it received generally favorable reviews. Salon's[image: External link] Glenn Greenwald[image: External link] described it as "superb," "brave" and "eye-opening".[22]

In 2012, Taibbi, through his coverage of the Libor scandal[image: External link],[23] emerged as an expert on that topic, which led to media appearances outside Rolling Stone.[24][25]

On November 9, 2012, the magazine published its first Spanish-language section on Latino music and culture, in the issue dated November 22.[26][27]

In September 2016, Advertising Age[image: External link] reported that Wenner is in the process of selling a 49% stake of the magazine to a company from Singapore called BandLab. The new investor will have no direct involvement in the editorial content of the magazine.[28]
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 Website




Rolling Stone's website features selected current articles, reviews, blogs, MP3s and other features, such as searchable and free encyclopedic articles about artists, with images and sometimes sound clips of their work. The articles and reviews are sometimes in a revised form of the published versions. The website also carries political and cultural articles and entries selected from the magazine's archives.

The site at one time had an extensive message-board forum. By the late 1990s, this had developed into a thriving community, with a large number of regular members and contributors worldwide. However, the site was also plagued with numerous Internet trolls[image: External link] and malicious code-hackers, who vandalized the forum substantially.[29] The magazine abruptly deleted the forum in May 2004, then began a new, much more limited message board community on their site in late 2005, only to remove it again in 2006. In March 2008, the website started a new message board section once again, then deleted it in April 2010.

Rolling Stone devotes one of its table of contents pages to promoting material currently appearing on its website, listing detailed links to the items. The magazine also has a page at MySpace, Facebook and Twitter.

On April 19, 2010, the website was updated drastically and now features the complete archives of Rolling Stone.[30] The archive was first launched under a for-pay model, but has since transitioned to a free-with-print-subscription model.[31] In the spring of 2012, Rolling Stone launched a federated search[image: External link] feature which searches both the website and the archive.[32]

The website has become an interactive source of biographical information on music artists in addition to historical rankings from the magazine. Users can cross-reference lists and they are also provided with historical insights. For example, one group that is listed on both Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Albums of All Time[image: External link] and Rolling Stone's 500 Greatest Songs of All Time[image: External link] is Toots and the Maytals[image: External link], with biographical details from Rolling Stone that explain how Toots and the Maytals[image: External link] are responsible for coining the term " reggae[image: External link]" in their song "Do the Reggay[image: External link]".[33][34] For biographical information on all artists, the website contains a directory listed alphabetically.[35]
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 Glixel




In May 2016, Wenner Media announced plans to create a separate online publication dedicated to the coverage of video games and their culture. Gus Wenner, Jann Wenner's son, stated that "gaming is today what rock 'n' roll was when Rolling Stone was founded". Glixel was original hosted on Rolling Stone's website and transitioned to its own domain by October 2016. Stories from Glixel are included on the Rolling Stone website, while writers for Rolling Stone are also able to contribute to Glixel. The site is headed by John Davison, and its offices are located in San Fransciso.[36][37]
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 Restaurant




In December 2009, the Los Angeles Times reported that the owners of Rolling Stone magazine planned to open a Rolling Stone restaurant in the Hollywood & Highland Center[image: External link] in Hollywood in the spring of 2010.[38] The expectation was that the restaurant could become the first of a national chain if it was successful.[39] As of November 2010, the "soft opening" of the restaurant was planned for December 2010.[40] In 2011, the restaurant was open for lunch and dinner as well as a full night club downstairs on the weekends.[41] The restaurant closed in February 2013.[42]
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 Criticism




One major criticism of Rolling Stone involves its generational bias toward the 1960s and 1970s. One critic referred to the Rolling Stone list of the "99 Greatest Songs" as an example of "unrepentant rockist[image: External link] fogeyism".[43] In further response to this issue, rock critic Jim DeRogatis[image: External link], a former Rolling Stone editor, published a thorough critique of the magazine's lists in a book called Kill Your Idols: A New Generation of Rock Writers Reconsiders the Classics, which featured differing opinions from many younger critics.[44]

Rolling Stone magazine has been criticized for reconsidering many classic albums that it had previously dismissed, and for frequent use of the 3.5-star rating. For example, Led Zeppelin[image: External link] was largely written off by Rolling Stone magazine critics during the band's most active years in the 1970s, but by 2006, a cover story[image: External link] on the band honored them as "the Heaviest Band of All Time".[45] A critic for Slate[image: External link] magazine described a conference at which 1984's The Rolling Stone Record Guide[image: External link] was scrutinized. As he described it, "The guide virtually ignored hip-hop and ruthlessly panned heavy metal, the two genres that within a few years would dominate the pop charts. In an auditorium packed with music journalists, you could detect more than a few anxious titters: How many of us will want our record reviews read back to us 20 years hence?"[43]

The hiring of former FHM editor Ed Needham further enraged critics who alleged that Rolling Stone had lost its credibility.[46]

The 2003 Rolling Stone's 100 Greatest Guitarists of all Time article, which named only two female musicians, resulted in Venus Zine[image: External link] answering with their own list, entitled "The Greatest Female Guitarists of All Time".[47]

Conservative columnist Jonah Goldberg[image: External link] stated that Rolling Stone had "essentially become the house organ of the Democratic National Committee[image: External link]".[48] Rolling Stone editor Jann Wenner has made all of his political donations to Democrats.[49]

Rolling Stone's film critic, Peter Travers, has been criticized for his high number of repetitively used blurbs[image: External link].[50][51]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Tsarnaev cover




The August 2013 Rolling Stone cover, featuring then-accused (later convicted) Boston Marathon[image: External link] bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev[image: External link], drew widespread criticism that the magazine was "glamorizing terrorism" and that the cover was a "slap in the face to the great city of Boston".[52] The online edition of the article was accompanied by a short editorial stating that the story "falls within the traditions of journalism and Rolling Stone's long-standing commitment to serious and thoughtful coverage of the most important political and cultural issues of our day".[53] The controversial cover photograph that was used by Rolling Stone had previously featured on the front page of The New York Times on May 5, 2013.[54]

In response to the outcry, New England-based CVS Pharmacy[image: External link] and Tedeschi Food Shops[image: External link] banned their stores from carrying the issue.[55] Also refusing to sell the issue were Walgreens[image: External link],[56] Rite-Aid[image: External link],[57] Roche Bros.[image: External link],[58] Kmart[image: External link],[57] H-E-B[image: External link],[59] Walmart[image: External link],[59] 7-Eleven[image: External link],[60] Hy-Vee[image: External link],[61] Rutter's Farm[image: External link],[61] United Supermarkets[image: External link],[61] Cumberland Farms[image: External link],[62] Market Basket[image: External link],[62] Shaw's[image: External link][63] and Stop & Shop[image: External link].[58] Boston mayor Thomas Menino[image: External link] sent a letter to Rolling Stone publisher Jann Wenner[image: External link], calling the cover "ill conceived, at best ...[it] reaffirms a message that destruction gains fame for killers and their 'causes'." Menino also wrote, "To respond to you in anger is to feed into your obvious market strategy", and that Wenner could have written about the survivors or the people who came to help after the bombings instead. In conclusion he wrote, "The survivors of the Boston Marathon deserve Rolling Stone cover stories, though I no longer feel that Rolling Stone deserves them."[64]
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 UVA false rape story




Main article: A Rape on Campus[image: External link]


In the November 19, 2014 issue, the story "A Rape on Campus" was run about an alleged gang rape[image: External link] on the campus of the University of Virginia.[65] Separate inquiries by Phi Kappa Psi[image: External link], the fraternity accused by Rolling Stone of facilitating the alleged rape, and The Washington Post revealed major errors, omissions and discrepancies in the story.[66][67] Reporter Sabrina Erdely[image: External link]'s story was subject to intense media criticism.[66][68] The Washington Post and Boston Herald issued calls for magazine staff involved in the report to be fired.[69] Rolling Stone subsequently issued three apologies for the story. Some suggested that legal action against the magazine by persons accused of the rape might result.[70]

On December 5, 2014, Rolling Stone's managing editor, Will Dana, apologized for not fact-checking the story.[71] Rolling Stone commissioned an outside investigation of the story and its problems by the dean of the Columbia School of Journalism[image: External link]. The report uncovered journalistic failure in the UVA story and institutional problems with reporting at Rolling Stone.[72] Rolling Stone retracted the story on April 5, 2015.[73] On April 6, 2015, following the investigation and retraction of the story, Phi Kappa Psi announced plans to pursue all available legal action against Rolling Stone, including claims of defamation.[74]

On May 12, 2015, UVA associate dean Nicole Eramo, chief administrator for handling sexual assault issues at the school, filed a $7.5 million defamation lawsuit in Charlottesville Circuit Court against Rolling Stone and Erdely, claiming damage to her reputation and emotional distress. Said the filing, "Rolling Stone and Erdely's highly defamatory and false statements about Dean Eramo were not the result of an innocent mistake. They were the result of a wanton journalist who was more concerned with writing an article that fulfilled her preconceived narrative about the victimization of women on American college campuses, and a malicious publisher who was more concerned about selling magazines to boost the economic bottom line for its faltering magazine, than they were about discovering the truth or actual facts."[75] On November 4, 2016, after 20 hours of deliberation,[76] a jury consisting of eight women and two men found Rolling Stone, the magazine's publisher and Erdely liable for defaming Eramo.[77]

On July 29, 2015, three graduates of the fraternity Phi Kappa Psi filed a lawsuit against Rolling Stone, its publisher Wenner Media, and a journalist for defamation and infliction of emotional distress.[78] The same day, and just months after the controversy began, The New York Times reported that managing editor Will Dana was departing the magazine with his last date recorded as August 7, 2015.[79] On November 9, 2015, the Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity filed suit for $25 million for damages to its reputation caused by the magazine's publication of this story, "with reckless disregard for the truth".[80][81]
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 Notable current and former staff






	Robert Altman[image: External link]

	Michael Azerrad[image: External link]

	Lester Bangs[image: External link]

	Robert Christgau[image: External link]

	J. D. Considine[image: External link]

	Brian Cookman[image: External link]

	Timothy Crouse[image: External link]

	Cameron Crowe[image: External link]

	Anthony DeCurtis[image: External link]

	Jancee Dunn[image: External link]

	Eric Ehrmann[image: External link]

	Sabrina Erdely[image: External link]

	Joe Eszterhas[image: External link]

	Owen Fegan[image: External link]

	Timothy Ferris[image: External link]

	
Dana Leslie Fields[image: External link][82]


	Ben Fong-Torres[image: External link]

	David Fricke[image: External link]

	Ralph J. Gleason[image: External link]

	William Greider[image: External link]

	Michael Hastings[image: External link]

	Erik Hedegaard

	Jerry Hopkins[image: External link]

	Michael Salisbury

	Lenny Kaye[image: External link]

	Caroline Kennedy[image: External link]

	Joe Klein[image: External link]

	David LaChapelle[image: External link]

	Jon Landau[image: External link]

	Annie Leibovitz[image: External link]

	Steven Levy[image: External link]

	Kurt Loder[image: External link]

	Greil Marcus[image: External link]

	Dave Marsh[image: External link]

	Richard Meltzer[image: External link]

	John Mendelsohn[image: External link]

	Paul Nelson[image: External link]

	P. J. O'Rourke[image: External link]

	Rob Sheffield[image: External link]

	Ralph Steadman[image: External link]

	Neil Strauss[image: External link]

	Matt Taibbi[image: External link]

	Hunter S. Thompson[image: External link]

	Nick Tosches[image: External link]

	Touré[image: External link]

	Peter Travers

	Jann Wenner[image: External link]

	Baron Wolman[image: External link]

	Evan Wright[image: External link]

	Lina Lecaro[image: External link]
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 In popular culture




George Harrison[image: External link]'s song "This Guitar[image: External link]" (1975), a lyrical sequel to his Beatles[image: External link] track "While My Guitar Gently Weeps[image: External link]" (1968), references the magazine in its second verse: "Learned to get up when I fall / Can even climb Rolling Stone walls". The song was written in response to some highly unfavorable reviews from Rolling Stone and other publications for Harrison's 1974 North American tour and the Dark Horse[image: External link] album.[83][84] "The Cover of Rolling Stone[image: External link]" a 1972 song written by Shel Silverstein[image: External link], and recorded by Dr. Hook and the Medicine Show[image: External link] satirizes the music business, defining 'success' as being featured on the cover of the magazine.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Covers




See also: List of people who have appeared on the cover of Rolling Stone[image: External link]


Some artists have graced the cover many times, and some of these pictures went on to become iconic. The Beatles, for example, have appeared on the cover more than 30 times, either individually or as a band.[85] The first 10 issues featured, in order of appearance, the following:


	John Lennon[image: External link]

	Tina Turner[image: External link]

	The Beatles[image: External link]

	
Jimi Hendrix[image: External link], Donovan[image: External link] & Otis Redding[image: External link]


	Jim Morrison[image: External link]

	Janis Joplin[image: External link]

	Jimi Hendrix[image: External link]

	Monterey Pop Festival[image: External link]

	
John Lennon[image: External link] and Paul McCartney[image: External link]


	Eric Clapton[image: External link]
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 International editions





	
Argentina[image: External link] – Published by Publirevistas S. A. since April 1998. This edition also circulates in Bolivia[image: External link], Paraguay[image: External link] and Uruguay[image: External link].

	Australia – Rolling Stone Australia[image: External link] began as a supplement in 1969 in Revolution[image: External link] magazine. It became a full title in 1971 published by Phillip Frazer. It was published by Silvertongues from 1974 to 1987 and by Nextmedia Pty Ltd[image: External link], Sydney until 2008. Notable editors and contributors include Phillip Frazer, Alistair Jones, Paul and Jane Gardiner, Toby Creswell[image: External link], Clinton Walker[image: External link] and Kathy Bail. It is now published by Bauer Media Group[image: External link] and is the longest running international edition.

	
Brazil[image: External link] – Published in Brazil since October 2006 by Spring Comunicações.

	
Bulgaria[image: External link] – Published in Bulgaria since November 2009 by Sivir Publications. Ceased publication as of the August/September 2011 issue.

	
Chile[image: External link] – Published by Edu Comunicaciones from May 2003 to December 2005. Published by El Mercurio[image: External link] from January 2006 to December 2011.

	China – Rolling Stone in mainland China was licensed to One Media Group of Hong Kong and published in partnership with China Record Corporation[image: External link] in 2006. The magazine was in Chinese with translated articles and local content. It halted publication after one year.

	
Croatia[image: External link] – Published since October 2013 – 2015 by S3 Mediji. This edition also circulates in Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link], Macedonia[image: External link], Montenegro[image: External link], Serbia[image: External link] and Slovenia[image: External link].

	
Colombia[image: External link] – Edited in Bogotá[image: External link] for Colombia, Ecuador[image: External link], Perú[image: External link], Panama[image: External link] and Venezuela[image: External link], since 1991.

	France – Launched 2002. This edition temporarily ceased in 2007 and was relaunched in May 2008 under license with 1633SA publishing group.

	Germany – Published in Germany since 1994 by Axel Springer AG[image: External link].

	
India[image: External link] – Launched in March 2008 by MW Com, publishers of Man's World magazine.

	
Indonesia[image: External link] – Published in Indonesia since June 2005 by a&e Media.

	Italy – Published in Italy since 1980. After ceasing publication in 1982, it was relaunched in November 2003, first by IXO Publishing, and then by Editrice Quadratum until April 2014. The magazine is currently published by Luciano Bernardini de Pace Editore.[86]


	Japan – Launched in March 2007 by International Luxury Media Co., Ltd. (ILM). Published by atomixmedia Inc. (株式会社アトミックスメディア ?[image: External link] KK[image: External link] atomikkusumedia) since 2011.

	
Mexico[image: External link] – Published by PRISA Internacional[image: External link] from 2002 until May 2009; from June 2009 it is published by Editorial Televisa (subsidiary of Televisa[image: External link]) under license.

	Middle East – Published in Dubai[image: External link] by HGW Media since November 2010.

	Russia – Published since 2004. Currently by OOO "Motor Media»

	Spain – Published by PROGRESA (subsidiary of PRISA Group[image: External link]) in Madrid[image: External link], since 1999.

	
Turkey[image: External link] – Published since June 2006 by GD Gazete Dergi.

	South Africa – Published since November 2011.

	United Kingdom – Published under the title Friends from 1969 to 1972.
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 See also





	The Rolling Stone Interview[image: External link]

	Counterculture of the 1960s[image: External link]

	Tony Mott[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ "You're probably wondering what we're trying to do. It's hard to say: sort of a magazine and sort of a newspaper. The name of it is Rolling Stone which comes from an old saying, "A rolling stone gathers no moss." Muddy Waters[image: External link] used the name for a song he wrote[image: External link]. The Rolling Stones[image: External link] took their name from Muddy's song. "Like a Rolling Stone[image: External link]" was the title of Bob Dylan's first rock and roll record. We have begun a new publication reflecting what we see are the changes in rock and roll and the changes related to rock and roll."—Jann Wenner, Rolling Stone, November 9, 1967, p. 2
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Sundance Film Festival






The Sundance Film Festival, a program of the Sundance Institute[image: External link], is an American film festival[image: External link] that takes place annually in Park City, Utah[image: External link]. With 46,660 attendees in 2016, it is the largest independent film festival in the United States.[1] Held in January in Park City[image: External link], Salt Lake City[image: External link], and Ogden[image: External link], as well as at the Sundance Resort[image: External link], the festival is a showcase for new work from American and international independent filmmakers[image: External link]. The festival comprises competitive sections for American and international dramatic and documentary films[image: External link], both feature films[image: External link] and short films[image: External link], and a group of out-of-competition sections, including NEXT, New Frontier, Spotlight, Midnight, Premieres and Documentary Premieres. The 2017 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link] took place from January 19 to January 29, 2017.
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 History
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 Utah/US Film Festival




Sundance began in Salt Lake City[image: External link] in August 1978, as the Utah/US Film Festival in an effort to attract more filmmakers to Utah. It was founded by Sterling Van Wagenen[image: External link] (then head of Wildwood, Robert Redford's company), John Earle, and Cirina Hampton Catania (both serving on the Utah Film Commission at the time). The 1978 festival featured films such as Deliverance[image: External link], A Streetcar Named Desire[image: External link], Midnight Cowboy[image: External link], Mean Streets[image: External link], and The Sweet Smell of Success[image: External link].[2] With chairman Robert Redford[image: External link], and the help of Utah Governor Scott M. Matheson[image: External link], the goal of the festival was to showcase strictly American-made films, highlight the potential of independent film, and to increase visibility for filmmaking in Utah. At the time, the main focus of the event was to conduct a competition for independent American films, present a series of retrospective films and filmmaker panel discussions, and to celebrate the Frank Capra[image: External link] Award. The festival also highlighted the work of regional filmmakers who worked outside the Hollywood[image: External link] system.

The jury of the 1978 festival was headed by Gary Allison[image: External link], and included Verna Fields[image: External link], Linwood G. Dunn[image: External link], Katharine Ross, Charles E. Sellier Jr.[image: External link], Mark Rydell[image: External link], and Anthea Sylbert[image: External link].

In 1979, Sterling Van Wagenen left to head up the first-year pilot program of what was to become the Sundance Institute[image: External link], and James W. (Jim) Ure took over briefly as executive director, followed by Cirina Hampton Catania as executive director. More than 60 films were screened at the festival that year, and panels featured many well-known Hollywood filmmakers. Also that year, the first Frank Capra Award went to Jimmy Stewart[image: External link]. The festival also made a profit for the first time. In 1980, Catania left the festival to pursue a production career in Hollywood.

Several factors helped propel the growth of Utah/US Film Festival. First was the involvement of actor and Utah resident Robert Redford, who became the festival's inaugural chairman. By having Redford's name associated with the festival, it received great attention. Secondly, the country was hungry for more venues that would celebrate American-made films as the only other festival doing so at the time was the USA Film Festival[image: External link] in Dallas[image: External link] (est. 1971). Response in Hollywood was unprecedented as major studios did all they could to contribute their resources.

In 1981, the festival moved to Park City, Utah, and changed the dates from September to January. The move from late summer to mid-winter was done by the Executive Director, [Susan Barrell] with the cooperation of Hollywood director Sydney Pollack[image: External link], who suggested that running a film festival in a ski resort during winter would draw more attention from Hollywood. it was called the US Film and Video Festival.
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 Change to Sundance




In 1984, the now well-established Sundance Institute, headed by Sterling Van Wagenen, took over management of the US Film Festival. Gary Beer and Van Wagenen spearheaded production of the inaugural US Film Festival presented by Sundance Institute (1985), which included Program Director Tony Safford and Administrative Director Jenny Walz Selby. The branding and marketing transition from the US Film Festival to the Sundance Film Festival was managed under the direction of Colleen Allen, Allen Advertising Inc., by appointment of Robert Redford. In 1991 the festival was officially renamed the Sundance Film Festival, after Redford's character The Sundance Kid[image: External link] from the film Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid[image: External link].[3]
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 Sundance London




UK-based publisher C21 Media first revealed in October 2010 that Robert Redford was planning to bring the Sundance Film Festival to London,[4] and in March the following year, Redford officially announced that Sundance London would be held at The O2[image: External link], in London from April 26–29, 2012; the first time it has traveled outside the US[image: External link].[5]

In a press statement, Redford said, "We are excited to partner with AEG Europe[image: External link] to bring a particular slice of American culture to life in the inspired setting of The O2, and in this city of such rich cultural history. [...] It is our mutual goal to bring to the UK, the very best in current American independent cinema, to introduce the artists responsible for it, and in essence help build a picture of our country that is broadly reflective of the diversity of voices not always seen in our cultural exports."[5]

The majority of the film screenings, including the festival's premieres, would be held within the Cineworld cinema at The O2[image: External link] entertainment district.[6] The 2013 Sundance London Festival was held April 25–28, 2013, and sponsored by car-maker Jaguar[image: External link].[7]

Sundance London 2014 took place on April 25–27, 2014 at the O2 arena.[8] The Sundance London 2015 Festival was cancelled in an announcement on January 16, 2015.[9] Sundance London will return to London in 2016 from June 10–12 at Picturehouse Cinema in London's West End.[10]
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 Sundance Hong Kong




Inaugurated in 2014, Sundance Film Festival: Hong Kong is scheduled to take place from September 22 to October 2, 2016. It is held at The Metroplex in Kowloon Bay every year.
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 Sundance at BAM




From 2006 through 2008, Sundance Institute collaborated with the Brooklyn Academy of Music[image: External link] (BAM) on a special series of film screenings, performances, panel discussions, and special events bringing the institute's activities and the festival's programming to New York City.[11]
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 Notability of festivals




Many notable independent filmmakers received their big break at Sundance, including Kevin Smith[image: External link], Robert Rodriguez[image: External link], Quentin Tarantino[image: External link], Todd Field[image: External link], David O. Russell, Steve James[image: External link], Paul Thomas Anderson[image: External link], Steven Soderbergh[image: External link], Darren Aronofsky, James Wan[image: External link], Edward Burns[image: External link], and Jim Jarmusch[image: External link]. The festival is also responsible for bringing wider attention to such films as Saw[image: External link], Garden State[image: External link], Super Troopers[image: External link], The Blair Witch Project[image: External link], Spanking the Monkey[image: External link], Reservoir Dogs[image: External link], Primer[image: External link], In the Bedroom[image: External link], Better Luck Tomorrow[image: External link], Little Miss Sunshine, Donnie Darko[image: External link], El Mariachi[image: External link], Moon[image: External link], Clerks[image: External link], Thank You for Smoking[image: External link], Sex, Lies, and Videotape[image: External link], The Brothers McMullen[image: External link], (500) Days of Summer[image: External link], Napoleon Dynamite[image: External link], and Whiplash[image: External link].

Three Seasons[image: External link] was the first in festival history to ever receive both the Grand Jury Award and Audience Award, in 1999. Later films that won both awards are: God Grew Tired of Us[image: External link] in 2006 (documentary category), Quinceañera[image: External link] in 2006 (dramatic category), Precious[image: External link] in 2009, Fruitvale (later retitled Fruitvale Station[image: External link]) in 2013, Whiplash[image: External link] in 2014, Me and Earl and the Dying Girl[image: External link] in 2015, and The Birth of a Nation[image: External link] in 2016.

At the 2010 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link], nine films went on to garner 15 Oscar[image: External link] nominations,[12] and four of the five Best Documentary nominees were Sundance films.[13] The next year[image: External link], about 45 films were acquired by distributors (the most ever[14]) vs. 14 in 2010, an increase of about 220%.[15] Tom Hall of indieWire said it marked "a return to the glory days of pure, unadulterated content speculation."[16]
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 Growth of the festival




The festival has changed over the decades from a low-profile venue for small-budget, independent creators from outside the Hollywood system to a media extravaganza for Hollywood celebrity actors, paparazzi, and luxury lounges set up by companies not affiliated with Sundance. Festival organizers have tried curbing these activities in recent years, beginning in 2007 with their ongoing Focus On Film campaign.

The 2009 film Official Rejection documented the experience of small filmmakers trying to get into various festivals in the late 2000s, including Sundance. The film contained several arguments that Sundance had become dominated by large studios and sponsoring corporations. A contrast was made between the 1990s, in which non-famous filmmakers with tiny budget films could get distribution deals from studios like Miramax Films[image: External link] or New Line Cinema[image: External link], (like Kevin Smith[image: External link]'s Clerks), and the 2000s, when major stars with multimillion-dollar films (like The Butterfly Effect with Ashton Kutcher[image: External link]) dominated the festival. Kevin Smith doubted that Clerks, if made in the late 2000s, would be accepted to Sundance.[17]

Numerous small festivals sprung up around Sundance in the Park City area, including Slamdance[image: External link], Nodance[image: External link], Slumdance[image: External link], It-dance, X-Dance, Lapdance[image: External link], Tromadance[image: External link], The Park City Film Music Festival[image: External link], etc., though all except[citation needed[image: External link]] Slamdance are no longer held.[18]

Included in the Sundance changes made in 2010, a new programming category titled "NEXT" (often denoted simply by the characters "<=>", which mean "less is greater than") was introduced to showcase innovative films that are able to transcend the confines of an independent budget. Another recent addition was the Sundance Film Festival USA program, in which eight of the festival's films are shown in eight different theaters around the United States.[19]
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 Directors





	Geoff Gilmore – 1991–2009[20][21]


	John Cooper – 2009–present[22]
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 In popular culture




In August 1998, the animated television series South Park[image: External link] episode "Chef's Chocolate Salty Balls[image: External link]" depicts the directors of the Sundance Festival moving it to a "different small mountain town," that of the show's main setting South Park, in order to "drain it and morph it into a new LA[image: External link]."

In the episode "Hollywood A.D.[image: External link]" of The X-Files[image: External link], Fox Mulder[image: External link] is relieved that the fictitious movie The Lazarus Bowl about his work will never be screened at the Sundance Festival.

In the television series Entourage[image: External link], one of the independent movies that Vincent Chase[image: External link] stars in (Queens Boulevard) premieres at the 2005 Sundance Film Festival, where it begins to gain in popularity.

In the animated television series The Simpsons[image: External link] "Any Given Sundance[image: External link]" episode, Lisa Simpson[image: External link] enters a documentary about her family into the Sundance Film Festival.

In Season 7, Episode 22 of One Tree Hill[image: External link], Julian Baker[image: External link] takes his film Seven Dreams Till Tuesday to the festival.

Referenced in Season 3, Episode 12 of Gilmore Girls[image: External link] when Paris Geller[image: External link] tells Rory Gilmore[image: External link] to "save her act for Sundance."
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	List of Sundance Film Festival award winners[image: External link]

	List of Sundance Film Festival selections[image: External link]

	Sundance Channel[image: External link]
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National Board of Review Award for Breakthrough Performance






The National Board of Review Award for Breakthrough Performance is one of the annual film awards given (since 1995) by the National Board of Review of Motion Pictures[image: External link].[1]



TOP
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 Winners
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 1990s






	Year
	Winner
	Film
	Role



	1995
	Alicia Silverstone
	Clueless[image: External link]
	Cherilyn “Cher” Horowitz



	1996
	Renée Zellweger
	Jerry Maguire[image: External link]
	Dorothy Boyd



	1997
	Bai Ling[image: External link]
	Red Corner[image: External link]
	Shen Yuelin



	1998
	Angelina Jolie
	Playing by Heart[image: External link]
	Joan



	Billy Crudup[image: External link]
	The Hi-Lo Country[image: External link]
	Pete Calder



	1999
	Hilary Swank
	Boys Don't Cry[image: External link]
	Brandon Teena[image: External link]



	Wes Bentley
	American Beauty[image: External link]
	Ricky Fitts
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 2000s






	Year
	Winner
	Film
	Role



	2000
	Michelle Rodriguez
	Girlfight[image: External link]
	Diana Guzman



	Jamie Bell
	Billy Elliot[image: External link]
	Billy Elliot



	2001
	Naomi Watts
	Mulholland Drive[image: External link]
	Betty Elms / Diane Selwyn



	Hayden Christensen
	Life as a House[image: External link]
	Sam Monroe



	2002
	Maggie Gyllenhaal
	Secretary[image: External link]
	Lee Holloway



	Derek Luke
	Antwone Fisher[image: External link]
	Antwone Fisher[image: External link]



	2003
	Charlize Theron
	Monster[image: External link]
	Aileen Wuornos[image: External link]



	Paul Giamatti
	American Splendor[image: External link]
	Harvey Pekar



	2004
	Emmy Rossum[image: External link]
	The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link]
	Christine Daaé[image: External link]



	Topher Grace
	In Good Company[image: External link] / P.S.[image: External link]
	Carter Duryea / F. Scott Feinstadt



	2005
	Q'Orianka Kilcher[image: External link]
	The New World[image: External link]
	Pocahontas[image: External link]



	Terrence Howard
	Crash / Get Rich or Die Tryin'[image: External link] / Hustle & Flow[image: External link]
	Cameron Thayer / Bama / Djay



	2006
	Jennifer Hudson
	Dreamgirls[image: External link]
	Effie White[image: External link]



	Rinko Kikuchi
	Babel[image: External link]
	Chieko Wataya



	Ryan Gosling
	Half Nelson[image: External link]
	Dan Dunne



	2007
	Ellen Page
	Juno[image: External link]
	Juno MacGuff



	Emile Hirsch
	Into the Wild[image: External link]
	Christopher “Alexander Supertramp” McCandless[image: External link]



	2008
	Viola Davis
	Doubt[image: External link]
	Mrs. Miller



	Dev Patel
	Slumdog Millionaire[image: External link]
	Jamal Malik



	2009
	Gabourey Sidibe
	Precious[image: External link]
	Claireece “Precious” Jones



	Jeremy Renner
	The Hurt Locker[image: External link]
	Sergeant First Class William James
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 2010s






	Year
	Winner
	Film
	Role



	2010
	Jennifer Lawrence
	Winter's Bone
	Ree Dolly



	2011
	Rooney Mara
	The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo[image: External link]
	Lisbeth Salander[image: External link]



	Felicity Jones
	Like Crazy
	Anna Maria Gardner



	2012
	Quvenzhané Wallis
	Beasts of the Southern Wild[image: External link]
	Hushpuppy



	Tom Holland
	The Impossible[image: External link]
	Lucas Bennett



	2013
	Adèle Exarchopoulos
	Blue Is the Warmest Colour[image: External link]
	Adèle



	Michael B. Jordan
	Fruitvale Station[image: External link]
	Oscar Grant[image: External link]



	2014
	Jack O'Connell
	Starred Up[image: External link] / Unbroken[image: External link]
	Eric Love / Louis “Louie” Zamperini[image: External link]



	2015
	Abraham Attah
	Beasts of No Nation[image: External link]
	Agu



	Jacob Tremblay
	Room[image: External link]
	Jack Newsome



	2016
	Royalty Hightower
	The Fits[image: External link]
	Toni



	Lucas Hedges
	Manchester by the Sea[image: External link]
	Patrick Chandler
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List of oldest and youngest Academy Award winners and Nominees






This is a list of oldest and youngest Academy Award[image: External link] winners and nominees in the award categories "acting" and "directing".

This list is based on "statistics valid through the nomination announcement for the 2015 (88th Academy Awards)[image: External link], announced on January 14, 2016", as documented in The Official Academy Awards Database.[1]



Best Director[image: External link]

Oldest winners


	Source: "Academy Award Statistics: Directing: Oldest/Youngest Directing Nominees/Winners: AMPAS Awards Database[2]






	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Award
	Notes



	1
	74 years, 272 days
	Eastwood, ClintClint Eastwood[image: External link]
	Million Dollar Baby[image: External link]
	2004[image: External link]
	May 31, 1930
	February 27, 2005
	Has held record for 12 years (2005–2017)



	2
	69 years, 217 days
	Polanski, RomanRoman Polanski[image: External link]
	The Pianist[image: External link]
	2002[image: External link]
	August 18, 1933
	March 23, 2003
	Held record for 2 years (2003–2005)



	3
	65 years, 272 days
	Cukor, GeorgeGeorge Cukor[image: External link]
	My Fair Lady[image: External link]
	1964[image: External link]
	July 7, 1899
	April 5, 1965
	Held record for 38 years (1965–2003)



	4
	64 years, 100 days
	Scorsese, MartinMartin Scorsese[image: External link]
	The Departed[image: External link]
	2006[image: External link]
	November 17, 1942
	February 25, 2007
	



	5
	62 years, 302 days
	Eastwood, ClintClint Eastwood[image: External link]
	Unforgiven[image: External link]
	1992[image: External link]
	May 31, 1930
	March 29, 1993
	



	6
	62 years, 105 days
	Reed, CarolCarol Reed[image: External link]
	Oliver![image: External link]
	1968[image: External link]
	December 30, 1906
	April 14, 1969
	



	7
	59 years, 346 days
	Zinnemann, FredFred Zinnemann[image: External link]
	A Man for All Seasons[image: External link]
	1966[image: External link]
	April 29, 1907
	April 10, 1967
	



	8
	59 years, 225 days
	Attenborough, RichardRichard Attenborough[image: External link]
	Gandhi[image: External link]
	1982[image: External link]
	August 29, 1923
	April 11, 1983
	



	9
	59 years, 46 days
	Ford, JohnJohn Ford[image: External link]
	The Quiet Man[image: External link]
	1952[image: External link]
	February 1, 1894
	March 19, 1953
	Held record for 12 years (1953–1965)



	10
	58 years, 124 days
	Lee, AngAng Lee[image: External link]
	Life of Pi[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	October 23, 1954
	February 24, 2013
	




Oldest nominees



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Nomination
	Notes



	1
	79 years, 184 days
	Huston, JohnJohn Huston[image: External link]
	Prizzi's Honor[image: External link]
	1985[image: External link]
	August 5, 1906
	February 5, 1986
	Has held record for 31 years (1986–2017)



	2
	78 years, 193 days
	Crichton, CharlesCharles Crichton[image: External link]
	A Fish Called Wanda[image: External link]
	1988[image: External link]
	August 6, 1910
	February 15, 1989
	



	3
	76 years, 357 days
	Altman, RobertRobert Altman[image: External link]
	Gosford Park
	2001[image: External link]
	February 20, 1925
	February 12, 2002
	



	4
	76 years, 318 days
	Lean, DavidDavid Lean[image: External link]
	A Passage to India[image: External link]
	1984[image: External link]
	March 25, 1908
	February 6, 1985
	Held record for 1 year (1985–1986)



	5
	76 years, 237 days
	Eastwood, ClintClint Eastwood[image: External link]
	Letters from Iwo Jima[image: External link]
	2006[image: External link]
	May 31, 1930
	January 23, 2007
	



	6
	76 years, 54 days
	Allen, WoodyWoody Allen[image: External link]
	Midnight In Paris[image: External link]
	2011[image: External link]
	December 1, 1935
	January 24, 2012
	



	7
	75 years, 319 days
	Kurosawa, AkiraAkira Kurosawa[image: External link]
	Ran[image: External link]
	1985[image: External link]
	March 23, 1910
	February 5, 1986
	



	8
	74 years, 239 days
	Eastwood, ClintClint Eastwood[image: External link]
	Million Dollar Baby[image: External link]
	2004[image: External link]
	May 31, 1930
	January 25, 2005
	Winner



	9
	73 years, 241 days
	Mystic River[image: External link]
	2003[image: External link]
	May 31, 1930
	January 27, 2004
	



	10
	71 years, 181 days
	DeMille, Cecil B.Cecil B. DeMille[image: External link]
	The Greatest Show on Earth[image: External link]
	1952[image: External link]
	August 12, 1881
	February 9, 1953
	Held record for 32 years (1953–1985)




Youngest winners



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Award
	Notes



	1
	32 years, 38 days
	Chazelle, DamienDamien Chazelle[image: External link]
	La La Land[image: External link]
	2016[image: External link]
	January 19, 1985
	February 26, 2017
	Current record holder (2017-)



	2
	32 years, 260 days
	Taurog, NormanNorman Taurog[image: External link]
	Skippy[image: External link]
	1930/31[image: External link]
	February 23, 1899
	November 10, 1931
	Held record for 86 years (1931–2017)



	3
	33 years, 228 days
	Milestone, LewisLewis Milestone[image: External link]
	Two Arabian Knights[image: External link]
	1927/28[image: External link]
	September 30, 1895
	May 16, 1929
	Held record for 2 years (1929–1931)



	4
	34 years, 238 days
	Mendes, SamSam Mendes[image: External link]
	American Beauty[image: External link]
	1999[image: External link]
	August 1, 1965
	March 26, 2000
	



	5
	35 years, 23 days
	Borzage, FrankFrank Borzage[image: External link]
	7th Heaven[image: External link]
	1927/28[image: External link]
	April 23, 1894
	May 16, 1929
	



	6
	35 years, 36 days
	Milestone, LewisLewis Milestone[image: External link]
	All Quiet on the Western Front[image: External link]
	1929/30[image: External link]
	September 30, 1895
	November 5, 1930
	



	7
	35 years, 313 days
	Richardson, TonyTony Richardson[image: External link]
	Tom Jones[image: External link]
	1963[image: External link]
	June 5, 1928
	April 13, 1964
	



	8
	36 years, 1 day
	Coppola, Francis FordFrancis Ford Coppola[image: External link]
	The Godfather Part II[image: External link]
	1974[image: External link]
	April 7, 1939
	April 8, 1975
	



	9
	36 years, 51 days
	Mann, DelbertDelbert Mann[image: External link]
	Marty[image: External link]
	1955[image: External link]
	January 30, 1920
	March 21, 1956
	



	10
	36 years, 66 days
	Costner, KevinKevin Costner
	Dances with Wolves[image: External link]
	1990[image: External link]
	January 18, 1955
	March 25, 1991
	




Youngest nominees



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Nomination
	Notes



	1
	24 years, 44 days
	Singleton, JohnJohn Singleton[image: External link]
	Boyz n the Hood[image: External link]
	1991[image: External link]
	January 6, 1968
	February 19, 1992
	Has held record for 25 years (1992–2017)



	2
	26 years, 279 days
	Welles, OrsonOrson Welles[image: External link]
	Citizen Kane[image: External link]
	1941[image: External link]
	May 6, 1915
	February 9, 1942
	Held record for 50 years (1942–1992)



	3
	29 years, 66 days
	Branagh, KennethKenneth Branagh[image: External link]
	Henry V[image: External link]
	1989[image: External link]
	December 10, 1960
	February 14, 1990
	



	4
	29 years, 113 days
	Lelouch, ClaudeClaude Lelouch[image: External link]
	A Man and a Woman[image: External link]
	1966[image: External link]
	October 30, 1937
	February 20, 1967
	



	5
	29 years, 193 days
	Shyamalan, M. NightM. Night Shyamalan[image: External link]
	The Sixth Sense[image: External link]
	1999[image: External link]
	August 6, 1970
	February 15, 2000
	



	6
	29 years, 281 days
	Lucas, GeorgeGeorge Lucas[image: External link]
	American Graffiti[image: External link]
	1973[image: External link]
	May 14, 1944
	February 19, 1974
	



	7
	30 years, 88 days
	Zeitlin, BenhBenh Zeitlin[image: External link]
	Beasts of the Southern Wild[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	October 14, 1982
	January 10, 2013
	



	8
	30 years, 95 days
	Reitman, JasonJason Reitman[image: External link]
	Juno[image: External link]
	2007[image: External link]
	October 19, 1977
	January 22, 2008
	



	9
	30 years, 116 days
	Jonze, SpikeSpike Jonze[image: External link]
	Being John Malkovich[image: External link]
	1999[image: External link]
	October 22, 1969
	February 15, 2000
	



	10
	31 years, 65 days
	Spielberg, StevenSteven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Close Encounters of the Third Kind[image: External link]
	1977[image: External link]
	December 18, 1946
	February 21, 1978
	




Best Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]


	Source: "Academy Award Statistics: Acting: Oldest/Youngest Winners and Nominees for Acting, By Category: Actor [in a Leading Role]", AMPAS Awards Database[3]




Oldest winners



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Award
	Notes



	1
	76 years, 317 days
	Fonda, HenryHenry Fonda[image: External link]
	On Golden Pond[image: External link]
	1981[image: External link]
	May 16, 1905
	March 29, 1982
	Has held record for 35 years (1982–2017)



	2
	62 years, 316 days
	Wayne, JohnJohn Wayne[image: External link]
	True Grit[image: External link]
	1969[image: External link]
	May 26, 1907
	April 7, 1970
	Held record for 12 years (1970–1982)



	3
	62 years, 209 days
	Arliss, GeorgeGeorge Arliss[image: External link]
	Disraeli[image: External link]
	1929/30[image: External link]
	April 10, 1868
	November 5, 1930
	Held record for 40 years (1930–1970)



	4
	62 years, 63 days
	Newman, PaulPaul Newman[image: External link]
	The Color of Money[image: External link]
	1986[image: External link]
	January 26, 1925
	March 30, 1987
	



	5
	60 years, 335 days
	Nicholson, JackJack Nicholson[image: External link]
	As Good as It Gets[image: External link]
	1997[image: External link]
	April 22, 1937
	March 23, 1998
	



	6
	60 years, 181 days
	Finch, PeterPeter Finch[image: External link]
	Network[image: External link]
	1976[image: External link]
	September 28, 1916
	March 28, 1977
	Posthumous award[image: External link]



	7
	60 years, 93 days
	Bridges, JeffJeff Bridges[image: External link]
	Crazy Heart[image: External link]
	2009[image: External link]
	December 4, 1949
	March 7, 2010
	



	8
	57 years, 40 days
	Colman, RonaldRonald Colman[image: External link]
	A Double Life[image: External link]
	1947[image: External link]
	February 9, 1891
	March 20, 1948
	



	9
	57 years, 31 days
	Harrison, RexRex Harrison[image: External link]
	My Fair Lady[image: External link]
	1964[image: External link]
	March 5, 1908
	April 5, 1965
	



	10
	56 years, 155 days
	Carney, ArtArt Carney[image: External link]
	Harry and Tonto[image: External link]
	1974[image: External link]
	November 4, 1918
	April 8, 1975
	




Oldest nominees



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Nomination
	Notes



	1
	79 years, 167 days
	Farnsworth, RichardRichard Farnsworth[image: External link]
	The Straight Story[image: External link]
	1999[image: External link]
	September 1, 1920
	March 22, 2000
	Has held record for 17 years (2000–2017)



	2
	77 years, 226 days
	Dern, BruceBruce Dern[image: External link]
	Nebraska[image: External link]
	2013[image: External link]
	June 6, 1936
	January 16, 2014
	



	3
	76 years, 271 days
	Fonda, HenryHenry Fonda[image: External link]
	On Golden Pond[image: External link]
	1981[image: External link]
	May 16, 1905
	March 29, 1982
	Winner

Held record for 18 years (1982–2000)



	4
	74 years, 239 days
	Eastwood, ClintClint Eastwood[image: External link]
	Million Dollar Baby[image: External link]
	2004[image: External link]
	May 31, 1930
	January 25, 2005
	



	5
	74 years, 174 days
	O'Toole, PeterPeter O'Toole[image: External link]
	Venus[image: External link]
	2006[image: External link]
	August 2, 1932
	January 23, 2007
	



	6
	72 years, 246 days
	Freeman, MorganMorgan Freeman[image: External link]
	Invictus[image: External link]
	2009[image: External link]
	June 1, 1937
	February 2, 2010
	



	7
	71 years, 274 days
	Olivier, LaurenceLaurence Olivier
	The Boys from Brazil[image: External link]
	1978[image: External link]
	May 22, 1907
	February 20, 1979
	Held record for 3 years (1979–1982)



	8
	71 years, 21 days
	Langella, FrankFrank Langella[image: External link]
	Frost/Nixon[image: External link]
	2008[image: External link]
	January 1, 1938
	January 22, 2009
	



	9
	70 years, 19 days
	Newman, PaulPaul Newman[image: External link]
	Nobody's Fool[image: External link]
	1994[image: External link]
	January 26, 1925
	February 14, 1995
	



	10
	69 years, 334 days
	Caine, MichaelMichael Caine[image: External link]
	The Quiet American[image: External link]
	2002[image: External link]
	March 14, 1933
	February 11, 2003
	




Youngest winners



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Award
	Notes



	1
	29 years, 343 days
	Brody, AdrienAdrien Brody[image: External link]
	The Pianist[image: External link]
	2002[image: External link]
	April 14, 1973
	March 23, 2003
	Has held record for 14 years (2003–2017)



	2
	30 years, 156 days
	Dreyfuss, RichardRichard Dreyfuss[image: External link]
	The Goodbye Girl[image: External link]
	1977[image: External link]
	October 29, 1947
	April 3, 1978
	Held record for 25 years (1978–2003)



	3
	30 years, 361 days
	Brando, MarlonMarlon Brando[image: External link]
	On the Waterfront[image: External link]
	1954[image: External link]
	April 3, 1924
	March 30, 1955
	Held record for 23 years (1955–1978)



	4
	31 years, 122 days
	Schell, MaximilianMaximilian Schell[image: External link]
	Judgment at Nuremberg[image: External link]
	1961[image: External link]
	December 8, 1930
	April 9, 1962
	



	5
	32 years, 78 days
	Cage, NicolasNicolas Cage[image: External link]
	Leaving Las Vegas[image: External link]
	1995[image: External link]
	January 7, 1964
	March 25, 1996
	



	6
	32 years, 283 days
	Stewart, JamesJames Stewart[image: External link]
	The Philadelphia Story[image: External link]
	1940[image: External link]
	May 20, 1908
	February 27, 1941
	Held record for 14 years (1941–1955)



	7
	32 years, 331 days
	Day-Lewis, DanielDaniel Day-Lewis[image: External link]
	My Left Foot[image: External link]
	1989[image: External link]
	April 29, 1957
	March 26, 1990
	



	8
	33 years, 47 days
	Redmayne, EddieEddie Redmayne[image: External link]
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	2014[image: External link]
	January 6, 1982
	February 22, 2015
	



	9
	34 years, 26 days
	Gable, ClarkClark Gable[image: External link]
	It Happened One Night[image: External link]
	1934[image: External link]
	February 1, 1901
	February 27, 1935
	Held record for 6 years (1935–1941)



	10
	34 years, 258 days
	Laughton, CharlesCharles Laughton[image: External link]
	The Private Life of Henry VIII[image: External link]
	1932/33[image: External link]
	July 1, 1899
	March 16, 1934
	Held record for 1 year (1934–1935)




Youngest nominees



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Nomination
	Notes



	1
	9 years, 20 days
	Cooper, JackieJackie Cooper[image: External link]
	Skippy[image: External link]
	1930/31[image: External link]
	September 15, 1922
	October 5, 1931
	Has held record for 86 years (1931–2017)



	2
	19 years, 142 days
	Rooney, MickeyMickey Rooney[image: External link]
	Babes in Arms[image: External link]
	1939[image: External link]
	September 23, 1920
	February 12, 1940
	



	3
	23 years, 137 days
	The Human Comedy[image: External link]
	1943[image: External link]
	September 23, 1920
	February 7, 1944
	



	4
	24 years, 3 days
	Travolta, JohnJohn Travolta
	Saturday Night Fever[image: External link]
	1977[image: External link]
	February 18, 1954
	February 21, 1978
	



	5
	25 years, 10 days
	Dean, JamesJames Dean[image: External link]
	East of Eden[image: External link]
	1955[image: External link]
	February 8, 1931
	February 18, 1956
	Posthumous nomination[image: External link]



	6
	26 years, 10 days
	Giant[image: External link]
	1956[image: External link]
	February 8, 1931
	February 18, 1957
	Posthumous nomination[image: External link]



	7
	26 years, 72 days
	Gosling, RyanRyan Gosling
	Half Nelson[image: External link]
	2006[image: External link]
	November 12, 1980
	January 23, 2007
	



	8
	26 years, 279 days
	Welles, OrsonOrson Welles[image: External link]
	Citizen Kane[image: External link]
	1941[image: External link]
	May 6, 1915
	February 9, 1942
	



	9
	26 years, 302 days
	Ledger, HeathHeath Ledger
	Brokeback Mountain
	2005[image: External link]
	April 4, 1979
	January 31, 2006
	



	10
	27 years, 112 days
	Eisenberg, JesseJesse Eisenberg[image: External link]
	The Social Network[image: External link]
	2010[image: External link]
	October 5, 1983
	January 25, 2011
	




Best Actress in a Leading Role[image: External link]


	Source: "Academy Award Statistics: Acting: Oldest/Youngest Winners and Nominees for Acting, By Category: Actress [in a Leading Role]", AMPAS Awards Database[3]




Oldest winners



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Award
	Notes



	1
	80 years, 292 days
	Tandy, JessicaJessica Tandy
	Driving Miss Daisy[image: External link]
	1989[image: External link]
	June 7, 1909
	March 26, 1990
	Has held record for 27 years (1990–2017)



	2
	74 years, 321 days
	Hepburn, KatharineKatharine Hepburn
	On Golden Pond[image: External link]
	1981[image: External link]
	May 12, 1907
	March 29, 1982
	Held record for 8 years (1982–1990)



	3
	63 years, 1 day
	Dressler, MarieMarie Dressler
	Min and Bill[image: External link]
	1930/31[image: External link]
	November 9, 1868
	November 10, 1931
	Held record for 51 years (1931–1982)



	4
	62 years, 249 days
	Streep, MerylMeryl Streep
	The Iron Lady[image: External link]
	2011[image: External link]
	June 22, 1949
	February 26, 2012
	



	5
	61 years, 337 days
	Hepburn, KatharineKatharine Hepburn
	The Lion in Winter[image: External link]
	1968[image: External link]
	May 12, 1907
	April 14, 1969
	



	6
	61 years, 214 days
	Mirren, HelenHelen Mirren
	The Queen[image: External link]
	2006[image: External link]
	July 26, 1945
	February 25, 2007
	



	7
	61 years, 122 days
	Page, GeraldineGeraldine Page
	The Trip to Bountiful[image: External link]
	1985[image: External link]
	November 22, 1924
	March 24, 1986
	



	8
	60 years, 334 days
	Hepburn, KatharineKatharine Hepburn
	Guess Who's Coming to Dinner[image: External link]
	1967[image: External link]
	May 12, 1907
	April 10, 1968
	



	9
	54 years, 201 days
	Booth, ShirleyShirley Booth
	Come Back, Little Sheba[image: External link]
	1952[image: External link]
	August 30, 1898
	March 19, 1953
	



	10
	54 years, 81 days
	Moore, JulianneJulianne Moore
	Still Alice[image: External link]
	2014[image: External link]
	December 3, 1960
	February 22, 2015
	




Oldest nominees



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Nomination
	Notes



	1
	85 years, 321 days
	Riva, EmmanuelleEmmanuelle Riva
	Amour[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	February 24, 1927
	January 10, 2013
	Has held record for 4 years (2013–2017)



	2
	80 years, 252 days
	Tandy, JessicaJessica Tandy
	Driving Miss Daisy[image: External link]
	1989[image: External link]
	June 7, 1909
	February 14, 1990
	Winner

Held record for 23 years (1990–2013)



	3
	80 years, 11 days
	Evans, EdithEdith Evans[image: External link]
	The Whisperers[image: External link]
	1967[image: External link]
	February 8, 1888
	February 19, 1968
	Held record for 22 years (1968–1990)



	4
	79 years, 38 days
	Dench, JudiJudi Dench
	Philomena[image: External link]
	2013[image: External link]
	December 9, 1934
	January 16, 2014
	



	5
	75 years, 313 days
	Robson, MayMay Robson[image: External link]
	Lady for a Day[image: External link]
	1932/33[image: External link]
	April 19, 1858
	February 26, 1934
	Held record for 34 years (1934–1968)



	6
	74 years, 275 days
	Hepburn, KatharineKatharine Hepburn
	On Golden Pond[image: External link]
	1981[image: External link]
	May 12, 1907
	February 11, 1982
	Winner



	7
	72 years, 45 days
	Dench, JudiJudi Dench
	Notes on a Scandal[image: External link]
	2006[image: External link]
	December 9, 1934
	January 23, 2007
	



	8
	71 years, 53 days
	Mrs Henderson Presents[image: External link]
	2005[image: External link]
	December 9, 1934
	January 31, 2006
	



	9
	69 years, 343 days
	Rampling, CharlotteCharlotte Rampling[image: External link]
	45 Years[image: External link]
	2015[image: External link]
	February 5, 1946
	January 14, 2016
	



	10
	69 years, 116 days
	Montenegro, FernandaFernanda Montenegro
	Central Station[image: External link]
	1998[image: External link]
	October 16, 1929
	February 9, 1999
	




Youngest winners



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Award
	Notes



	1
	21 years, 218 days
	Matlin, MarleeMarlee Matlin
	Children of a Lesser God[image: External link]
	1986[image: External link]
	August 24, 1965
	March 30, 1987
	Has held record for 30 years (1987–2017)



	2
	22 years, 193 days
	Lawrence, JenniferJennifer Lawrence
	Silver Linings Playbook
	2012[image: External link]
	August 15, 1990
	February 24, 2013
	



	3
	22 years, 222 days
	Gaynor, JanetJanet Gaynor
	7th Heaven[image: External link], Street Angel[image: External link], and Sunrise[image: External link]
	1927/28[image: External link]
	October 6, 1906
	May 16, 1929
	Held record for 58 years (1929–1987)



	4
	24 years, 127 days
	Fontaine, JoanJoan Fontaine
	Suspicion[image: External link]
	1941[image: External link]
	October 22, 1917
	February 26, 1942
	



	5
	24 years, 325 days
	Hepburn, AudreyAudrey Hepburn
	Roman Holiday[image: External link]
	1953[image: External link]
	May 4, 1929
	March 25, 1954
	



	6
	25 years, 0 days
	Jones, JenniferJennifer Jones
	The Song of Bernadette[image: External link]
	1943[image: External link]
	March 2, 1919
	March 2, 1944
	



	7
	25 years, 138 days
	Kelly, GraceGrace Kelly
	The Country Girl[image: External link]
	1954[image: External link]
	November 12, 1929
	March 30, 1955
	



	8
	25 years, 240 days
	Swank, HilaryHilary Swank
	Boys Don't Cry[image: External link]
	1999[image: External link]
	July 30, 1974
	March 26, 2000
	



	9
	26 years, 4 days
	Christie, JulieJulie Christie
	Darling[image: External link]
	1965[image: External link]
	April 14, 1940
	April 18, 1966
	



	10
	26 years, 116 days
	Leigh, VivienVivien Leigh
	Gone with the Wind[image: External link]
	1939[image: External link]
	November 5, 1913
	February 29, 1940
	




Youngest nominees



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Nomination
	Notes



	1
	9 years, 135 days
	Wallis, QuvenzhanéQuvenzhané Wallis
	Beasts of the Southern Wild[image: External link]
	2012[image: External link]
	August 28, 2003
	January 10, 2013
	Has held record for 4 years (2013–2017)



	2
	13 years, 309 days
	Castle-Hughes, KeishaKeisha Castle-Hughes[image: External link]
	Whale Rider[image: External link]
	2003[image: External link]
	March 24, 1990
	January 27, 2004
	Held record for 9 years (2004–2013)



	3
	20 years, 163 days
	Lawrence, JenniferJennifer Lawrence
	Winter's Bone
	2010[image: External link]
	August 15, 1990
	January 25, 2011
	



	4
	20 years, 235 days
	Adjani, IsabelleIsabelle Adjani[image: External link]
	The Story of Adele H.[image: External link]
	1975[image: External link]
	June 27, 1955
	February 17, 1976
	Held record for 28 years (1976–2004)



	5
	20 years, 311 days
	Knightley, KeiraKeira Knightley
	Pride & Prejudice[image: External link]
	2005[image: External link]
	March 26, 1985
	January 31, 2006
	



	6
	20 years, 335 days
	Page, EllenEllen Page
	Juno[image: External link]
	2007[image: External link]
	February 21, 1987
	January 22, 2008
	



	7
	21 years, 171 days
	Matlin, MarleeMarlee Matlin
	Children of a Lesser God[image: External link]
	1986[image: External link]
	August 24, 1965
	February 11, 1987
	Winner



	8
	21 years, 277 days
	Ronan, SaoirseSaoirse Ronan
	Brooklyn[image: External link]
	2015[image: External link]
	April 12, 1994
	January 14, 2016
	



	9
	22 years, 60 days
	Hartman, ElizabethElizabeth Hartman[image: External link]
	A Patch of Blue[image: External link]
	1965[image: External link]
	December 23, 1943
	February 21, 1966
	Held record for 10 years (1966–1976)



	10
	22 years, 128 days
	Winslet, KateKate Winslet
	Titanic[image: External link]
	1997[image: External link]
	October 5, 1975
	February 10, 1998
	




Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]


	Source: "Academy Award Statistics: Acting: Oldest/Youngest Winners and Nominees for Acting, By Category: Actor [in a Supporting Role]", AMPAS Awards Database[3]




Oldest winners



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Award
	Notes



	1
	82 years, 75 days
	Plummer, ChristopherChristopher Plummer[image: External link]
	Beginners[image: External link]
	2011[image: External link]
	December 13, 1929
	February 26, 2012
	Oldest winner in any acting category [4]

Has held record for 5 years (2012–2017)



	2
	80 years, 69 days
	Burns, GeorgeGeorge Burns[image: External link]
	The Sunshine Boys[image: External link]
	1975[image: External link]
	January 20, 1896
	March 29, 1976
	Held record for 36 years (1976–2012)



	3
	79 years, 9 days
	Douglas, MelvynMelvyn Douglas[image: External link]
	Being There[image: External link]
	1979[image: External link]
	April 5, 1901
	April 14, 1980
	



	4
	77 years, 349 days
	Gielgud, JohnJohn Gielgud[image: External link]
	Arthur[image: External link]
	1981[image: External link]
	April 14, 1904
	March 29, 1982
	



	5
	77 years, 297 days
	Ameche, DonDon Ameche[image: External link]
	Cocoon[image: External link]
	1985[image: External link]
	May 31, 1908
	March 24, 1986
	



	6
	73 years, 41 days
	Palance, JackJack Palance[image: External link]
	City Slickers[image: External link]
	1991[image: External link]
	February 18, 1919
	March 30, 1992
	



	7
	72 years, 336 days
	Arkin, AlanAlan Arkin[image: External link]
	Little Miss Sunshine
	2006[image: External link]
	March 26, 1934
	February 25, 2007
	



	8
	71 years, 192 days
	Houseman, JohnJohn Houseman[image: External link]
	The Paper Chase[image: External link]
	1973[image: External link]
	September 22, 1902
	April 2, 1974
	Held record for 2 years (1974–1976)



	9
	70 years, 202 days
	Coburn, JamesJames Coburn[image: External link]
	Affliction[image: External link]
	1998[image: External link]
	August 31, 1928
	March 21, 1999
	



	10
	70 years, 176 days
	Gwenn, EdmundEdmund Gwenn[image: External link]
	Miracle on 34th Street[image: External link]
	1947[image: External link]
	September 26, 1877
	March 20, 1948
	Held record for 26 years (1948–1974)




Oldest nominees



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Nomination
	Notes



	1
	84 years, 10 days
	Duvall, RobertRobert Duvall[image: External link]
	The Judge[image: External link]
	2014[image: External link]
	January 5, 1931
	January 15, 2015
	Has held the record for 2 years (2015-2017)



	2
	82 years, 339 days
	Holbrook, HalHal Holbrook[image: External link]
	Into the Wild[image: External link]
	2007[image: External link]
	February 17, 1925
	January 22, 2008
	Held the record for 7 years (2008–2015)



	3
	82 years, 289 days
	von Sydow, MaxMax von Sydow[image: External link]
	Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close[image: External link]
	2011[image: External link]
	April 10, 1929
	January 24, 2012
	



	4
	82 years, 49 days
	Richardson, RalphRalph Richardson[image: External link]
	Greystoke: The Legend of Tarzan, Lord of the Apes[image: External link]
	1984[image: External link]
	December 19, 1902
	February 6, 1985
	Posthumous nomination[image: External link]

Held record for 23 years (1985–2008)



	5
	82 years, 42 days
	Plummer, ChristopherChristopher Plummer[image: External link]
	Beginners[image: External link]
	2011[image: External link]
	December 13, 1929
	January 24, 2012
	Winner



	6
	80 years, 51 days
	The Last Station[image: External link]
	2009[image: External link]
	December 13, 1929
	February 2, 2010
	



	7
	80 years, 28 days
	Burns, GeorgeGeorge Burns[image: External link]
	The Sunshine Boys[image: External link]
	1975[image: External link]
	January 20, 1896
	February 17, 1976
	Winner

Held record for 9 years (1976–1985)



	8
	78 years, 326 days
	Douglas, MelvynMelvyn Douglas[image: External link]
	Being There[image: External link]
	1979[image: External link]
	April 5, 1901
	February 25, 1980
	Winner



	9
	78 years, 290 days
	Arkin, AlanAlan Arkin[image: External link]
	Argo
	2012[image: External link]
	March 26, 1934
	January 10, 2013
	



	10
	78 years, 16 days
	Newman, PaulPaul Newman[image: External link]
	Road to Perdition[image: External link]
	2002[image: External link]
	January 26, 1925
	February 11, 2003
	




Youngest winners



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Award
	Notes



	1
	20 years, 227 days
	Hutton, TimothyTimothy Hutton[image: External link]
	Ordinary People[image: External link]
	1980[image: External link]
	August 16, 1960
	March 31, 1981
	Has held record for 36 years (1981–2017)



	2
	27 years, 205 days
	Chakiris, GeorgeGeorge Chakiris[image: External link]
	West Side Story[image: External link]
	1961[image: External link]
	September 16, 1934
	April 9, 1962
	Held record for 19 years (1962–1981)



	3
	29 years, 81 days
	Gooding, Jr., CubaCuba Gooding, Jr.[image: External link]
	Jerry Maguire[image: External link]
	1996[image: External link]
	January 2, 1968
	March 24, 1997
	



	4
	29 years, 324 days
	Ledger, HeathHeath Ledger
	The Dark Knight[image: External link]
	2008[image: External link]
	April 4, 1979
	February 22, 2009
	Posthumous award[image: External link]



	5
	31 years, 42 days
	Lemmon, JackJack Lemmon[image: External link]
	Mister Roberts[image: External link]
	1955[image: External link]
	February 8, 1925
	March 21, 1956
	Held record for 6 years (1956–1962)



	6
	31 years, 234 days
	De Niro, RobertRobert De Niro
	The Godfather Part II[image: External link]
	1974[image: External link]
	August 17, 1943
	April 8, 1975
	



	7
	32 years, 81 days
	Heflin, VanVan Heflin[image: External link]
	Johnny Eager[image: External link]
	1942[image: External link]
	December 13, 1910
	March 4, 1943
	Held record for 13 years (1943–1956)



	8
	33 years, 58 days
	Russell, HaroldHarold Russell[image: External link]
	The Best Years of Our Lives[image: External link]
	1946[image: External link]
	January 14, 1914
	March 13, 1947
	Sole winner of two Academy Awards for same performance



	9
	34 years, 34 days
	del Toro, BenicioBenicio del Toro[image: External link]
	Traffic[image: External link]
	2000[image: External link]
	February 19, 1967
	March 25, 2001
	



	10
	35 years, 88 days
	Washington, DenzelDenzel Washington
	Glory[image: External link]
	1989[image: External link]
	December 28, 1954
	March 26, 1990
	




Youngest nominees



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Nomination
	Notes



	1
	8 years, 276 days
	Henry, JustinJustin Henry[image: External link]
	Kramer vs. Kramer[image: External link]
	1979[image: External link]
	May 25, 1971
	February 25, 1980
	Youngest nominee in any category

Has held record for 37 years (1980–2017)



	2
	11 years, 311 days
	Osment, Haley JoelHaley Joel Osment[image: External link]
	The Sixth Sense[image: External link]
	1999[image: External link]
	April 10, 1988
	February 15, 2000
	



	3
	11 years, 312 days
	deWilde, BrandonBrandon deWilde[image: External link]
	Shane[image: External link]
	1953[image: External link]
	April 9, 1942
	February 15, 1954
	Held record for 26 years (1954–1980)



	4
	16 years, 147 days
	Wild, JackJack Wild[image: External link]
	Oliver![image: External link]
	1968[image: External link]
	September 30, 1952
	February 24, 1969
	



	5
	17 years, 39 days
	Mineo, SalSal Mineo[image: External link]
	Rebel Without a Cause[image: External link]
	1955[image: External link]
	January 10, 1939
	February 18, 1956
	



	6
	18 years, 176 days
	Phoenix, RiverRiver Phoenix[image: External link]
	Running on Empty[image: External link]
	1988[image: External link]
	August 23, 1970
	February 15, 1989
	



	7
	19 years, 90 days
	DiCaprio, LeonardoLeonardo DiCaprio
	What's Eating Gilbert Grape[image: External link]
	1993[image: External link]
	November 11, 1974
	February 9, 1994
	



	8
	20 years, 43 days
	Hedges, LucasLucas Hedges
	Manchester by the Sea[image: External link]
	2016[image: External link]
	December 12, 1996
	January 24, 2017
	



	9
	20 years, 185 days
	Hutton, TimothyTimothy Hutton[image: External link]
	Ordinary People[image: External link]
	1980[image: External link]
	August 16, 1960
	February 17, 1981
	Winner



	10
	22 years, 48 days
	Mineo, SalSal Mineo[image: External link]
	Exodus[image: External link]
	1960[image: External link]
	January 10, 1939
	February 27, 1961
	




Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link]


	Source: "Academy Award Statistics: Acting: Oldest/Youngest Winners and Nominees for Acting, By Category: Actress [in a Supporting Role]", AMPAS Awards Database[3]




Oldest winners



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Award
	Notes



	1
	77 years, 93 days
	Ashcroft, PeggyPeggy Ashcroft
	A Passage to India[image: External link]
	1984[image: External link]
	December 22, 1907
	March 25, 1985
	Has held record for 32 years (1985–2017)



	2
	74 years, 85 days
	Hull, JosephineJosephine Hull
	Harvey[image: External link]
	1950[image: External link]
	January 3, 1877
	March 29, 1951
	Held record for 34 years (1951–1985)



	3
	72 years, 166 days
	Gordon, RuthRuth Gordon
	Rosemary's Baby[image: External link]
	1968[image: External link]
	October 30, 1896
	April 14, 1969
	



	4
	71 years, 338 days
	Rutherford, MargaretMargaret Rutherford
	The V.I.P.s[image: External link]
	1963[image: External link]
	May 11, 1892
	April 13, 1964
	



	5
	70 years, 187 days
	Hayes, HelenHelen Hayes
	Airport[image: External link]
	1970[image: External link]
	October 10, 1900
	April 15, 1971
	



	6
	65 years, 212 days
	Barrymore, EthelEthel Barrymore[image: External link]
	None But the Lonely Heart[image: External link]
	1944[image: External link]
	August 15, 1879
	March 15, 1945
	Held record for 6 years (1945–1951)



	7
	64 years, 102 days
	Dench, JudiJudi Dench
	Shakespeare in Love
	1998[image: External link]
	December 9, 1934
	March 21, 1999
	



	8
	62 years, 238 days
	Straight, BeatriceBeatrice Straight[image: External link]
	Network[image: External link]
	1976[image: External link]
	August 2, 1914
	March 28, 1977
	



	9
	61 years, 135 days
	Darwell, JaneJane Darwell[image: External link]
	The Grapes of Wrath[image: External link]
	1940[image: External link]
	October 15, 1879
	February 27, 1941
	Held record for 4 years (1941–1945)



	10
	59 years, 222 days
	Bergman, IngridIngrid Bergman
	Murder on the Orient Express[image: External link]
	1974[image: External link]
	August 29, 1915
	April 8, 1975
	




Oldest nominees



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Nomination
	Notes



	1
	87 years, 221 days
	Stuart, GloriaGloria Stuart[image: External link]
	Titanic[image: External link]
	1997[image: External link]
	July 4, 1910
	February 10, 1998
	Oldest nominee in any category

Has held record for 19 years (1998-2017)



	2
	85 years, 87 days
	Dee, RubyRuby Dee[image: External link]
	American Gangster[image: External link]
	2007[image: External link]
	October 27, 1922
	January 22, 2008
	



	3
	84 years, 71 days
	Squibb, JuneJune Squibb[image: External link]
	Nebraska[image: External link]
	2013[image: External link]
	November 6, 1929
	January 16, 2014
	



	4
	82 years, 257 days
	Tandy, JessicaJessica Tandy
	Fried Green Tomatoes[image: External link]
	1991[image: External link]
	June 7, 1909
	February 19, 1992
	Held record for 6 years (1992–1998)



	5
	82 years, 37 days
	Le Gallienne, EvaEva Le Gallienne[image: External link]
	Resurrection[image: External link]
	1980[image: External link]
	January 11, 1899
	February 17, 1981
	Held record for 11 years (1981–1992)



	6
	79 years, 26 days
	Sothern, AnnAnn Sothern[image: External link]
	The Whales of August[image: External link]
	1987[image: External link]
	January 22, 1909
	February 17, 1988
	



	7
	77 years, 234 days
	Whitty, MayMay Whitty[image: External link]
	Mrs. Miniver[image: External link]
	1942[image: External link]
	June 19, 1865
	February 8, 1943
	Held record for 38 years (1943–1981)



	8
	77 years, 46 days
	Ashcroft, PeggyPeggy Ashcroft
	A Passage to India[image: External link]
	1984[image: External link]
	December 22, 1907
	February 6, 1985
	Winner



	9
	77 years, 15 days
	Evans, EdithEdith Evans[image: External link]
	The Chalk Garden[image: External link]
	1964[image: External link]
	February 8, 1888
	February 23, 1965
	



	10
	76 years, 67 days
	Cooper, GladysGladys Cooper[image: External link]
	My Fair Lady[image: External link]
	1964[image: External link]
	December 18, 1888
	February 23, 1965
	




Youngest winners



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Award
	Notes



	1
	10 years, 148 days
	O'Neal, TatumTatum O'Neal[image: External link]
	Paper Moon[image: External link]
	1973[image: External link]
	November 5, 1963
	April 2, 1974
	Youngest winner in any category

Has held record for 43 years (1974–2017)



	2
	11 years, 240 days
	Paquin, AnnaAnna Paquin[image: External link]
	The Piano[image: External link]
	1993[image: External link]
	July 24, 1982
	March 21, 1994
	



	3
	16 years, 115 days
	Duke, PattyPatty Duke
	The Miracle Worker[image: External link]
	1962[image: External link]
	December 14, 1946
	April 8, 1963
	Held record for 11 years (1963–1974)



	4
	23 years, 310 days
	Baxter, AnneAnne Baxter
	The Razor's Edge[image: External link]
	1946[image: External link]
	May 7, 1923
	March 13, 1947
	Held record for 16 years (1947–1963)



	5
	24 years, 128 days
	Wright, TeresaTeresa Wright[image: External link]
	Mrs. Miniver[image: External link]
	1942[image: External link]
	October 27, 1918
	March 4, 1943
	Held record for 4 years (1943–1947)



	6
	24 years, 137 days
	Hawn, GoldieGoldie Hawn
	Cactus Flower[image: External link]
	1969[image: External link]
	November 21, 1945
	April 7, 1970
	



	7
	24 years, 296 days
	Jolie, AngelinaAngelina Jolie
	Girl, Interrupted[image: External link]
	1999[image: External link]
	June 4, 1975
	March 26, 2000
	



	8
	25 years, 166 days
	Hudson, JenniferJennifer Hudson
	Dreamgirls[image: External link]
	2006[image: External link]
	September 12, 1981
	February 25, 2007
	



	9
	27 years, 17 days
	Jones, ShirleyShirley Jones[image: External link]
	Elmer Gantry[image: External link]
	1960[image: External link]
	March 31, 1934
	April 17, 1961
	



	10
	27 years, 148 days
	Vikander, AliciaAlicia Vikander
	The Danish Girl[image: External link]
	2015[image: External link]
	October 3, 1988
	February 28, 2016
	




Youngest nominees



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Nomination
	Notes



	1
	10 years, 106 days
	O'Neal, TatumTatum O'Neal[image: External link]
	Paper Moon[image: External link]
	1973[image: External link]
	November 5, 1963
	February 19, 1974
	Winner

Has held record for 43 years (1974–2017)



	2
	10 years, 141 days
	Badham, MaryMary Badham[image: External link]
	To Kill a Mockingbird[image: External link]
	1962[image: External link]
	October 7, 1952
	February 25, 1963
	Held record for 11 years (1963–1974)



	3
	10 years, 192 days
	Cummings, QuinnQuinn Cummings[image: External link]
	The Goodbye Girl[image: External link]
	1977[image: External link]
	August 13, 1967
	February 21, 1978
	



	4
	10 years, 284 days
	Breslin, AbigailAbigail Breslin
	Little Miss Sunshine
	2006[image: External link]
	April 14, 1996
	January 23, 2007
	



	5
	11 years, 181 days
	McCormack, PattyPatty McCormack[image: External link]
	The Bad Seed[image: External link]
	1956[image: External link]
	August 21, 1945
	February 18, 1957
	Held record for 6 years (1957–1963)



	6
	11 years, 200 days
	Paquin, AnnaAnna Paquin[image: External link]
	The Piano[image: External link]
	1993[image: External link]
	July 24, 1982
	February 9, 1994
	Winner



	7
	13 years, 285 days
	Ronan, SaoirseSaoirse Ronan
	Atonement[image: External link]
	2007[image: External link]
	April 12, 1994
	January 22, 2008
	



	8
	14 years, 5 days
	Granville, BonitaBonita Granville[image: External link]
	These Three[image: External link]
	1936[image: External link]
	February 2, 1923
	February 7, 1937
	Held record for 20 years (1937–1957)



	9
	14 years, 45 days
	Steinfeld, HaileeHailee Steinfeld[image: External link]
	True Grit[image: External link]
	2010[image: External link]
	December 11, 1996
	January 25, 2011
	



	10
	14 years, 83 days
	Foster, JodieJodie Foster
	Taxi Driver[image: External link]
	1976[image: External link]
	November 19, 1962
	February 10, 1977
	




Honorary Awards


	Source: "Academy Award Statistics: Acting: Oldest/Youngest Winners and Nominees for Acting, By Category: Acting Honorary Award Winners", AMPAS Awards Database[3]




Academy Honorary Award[image: External link]

Oldest honorees



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Award
	Notes



	1
	98 years, 137 days
	Boyle, Robert F.Robert F. Boyle[image: External link]
	
	2007[image: External link]
	October 10, 1909
	February 24, 2008
	Has held record for 9 years (2008–2017)



	2
	94 years, 341 days
	Wallach, EliEli Wallach[image: External link]
	
	2010[image: External link]
	December 7, 1915
	November 13, 2010
	



	3
	94 years, 83 days
	O'Hara, MaureenMaureen O'Hara[image: External link]
	
	2014[image: External link]
	August 17, 1920
	November 8, 2014
	



	4
	92 years, 86 days
	Roach, HalHal Roach[image: External link]
	
	1983[image: External link]
	January 14, 1892
	April 9, 1984
	Held record for 24 years (1984–2008)



	5
	90 years, 336 days
	Coates, Anne V.Anne V. Coates[image: External link]
	
	2016[image: External link]
	December 12, 1925
	November 12, 2016
	



	6
	89 years, 195 days
	Kazan, EliaElia Kazan[image: External link]
	
	1998[image: External link]
	September 7, 1909
	March 21, 1999
	



	7
	89 years, 139 days
	Smith, DickDick Smith[image: External link]
	
	2011[image: External link]
	June 26, 1922
	November 12, 2011
	



	8
	88 years, 361 days
	Stalmaster, LynnLynn Stalmaster[image: External link]
	
	2016[image: External link]
	November 17, 1927
	November 12, 2016
	



	9
	88 years, 31 days
	Lansbury, AngelaAngela Lansbury
	
	2013[image: External link]
	October 16, 1925
	November 16, 2013
	



	10
	87 years, 139 days
	Pennebaker, D.A.D.A. Pennebaker[image: External link]
	
	2012[image: External link]
	July 15, 1925
	December 1, 2012
	




Oldest acting honorees



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Award
	Notes



	1
	94 years, 341 days
	Wallach, EliEli Wallach[image: External link]
	
	2010[image: External link]
	December 7, 1915
	November 13, 2010
	Has held record for 7 years (2010–2017)



	2
	94 years, 83 days
	O'Hara, MaureenMaureen O'Hara[image: External link]
	
	2014[image: External link]
	August 17, 1920
	November 8, 2014
	



	3
	88 years, 31 days
	Lansbury, AngelaAngela Lansbury
	
	2013[image: External link]
	October 16, 1925
	November 16, 2013
	



	4
	85 years, 235 days
	Loy, MyrnaMyrna Loy[image: External link]
	
	1990[image: External link]
	August 2, 1905
	March 25, 1991
	Held record for 19 years (1991–2010)



	5
	85 years, 148 days
	Rowlands, GenaGena Rowlands[image: External link]
	
	2015[image: External link]
	June 19, 1930
	November 14, 2015
	



	6
	85 years, 59 days
	Bacall, LaurenLauren Bacall
	
	2009[image: External link]
	September 16, 1924
	November 14, 2009
	



	7
	83 years, 182 days
	Marx, GrouchoGroucho Marx[image: External link]
	
	1973[image: External link]
	October 2, 1890
	April 2, 1974
	Held record for 17 years (1974–1991)



	8
	82 years, 360 days
	Chaplin, CharlieCharlie Chaplin[image: External link]
	
	1971[image: External link]
	April 16, 1889
	April 10, 1972
	Held record for 2 years (1972–1974)



	9
	82 years, 356 days
	Pickford, MaryMary Pickford
	
	1975[image: External link]
	April 8, 1893
	March 29, 1976
	



	10
	82 years, 286 days
	Bellamy, RalphRalph Bellamy[image: External link]
	
	1986[image: External link]
	June 17, 1904
	March 30, 1987
	




Honorary Juvenile Award[image: External link]

Youngest honorees



	Rank
	Age
	Name
	Film
	Year in Film
	Date of Birth
	Date of Award
	Notes



	1
	6 years, 310 days
	Temple, ShirleyShirley Temple[image: External link]
	
	1934[image: External link]
	April 23, 1928
	February 27, 1935
	Has held record for 82 years (1935–2017)



	2
	7 years, 91 days
	Winter, VincentVincent Winter[image: External link]
	The Little Kidnappers[image: External link]
	1954[image: External link]
	December 29, 1947
	March 30, 1955
	



	3
	8 years, 59 days
	O'Brien, MargaretMargaret O'Brien[image: External link]
	Meet Me in St. Louis[image: External link]
	1944[image: External link]
	January 15, 1937
	March 15, 1945
	



	4
	10 years, 39 days
	Whiteley, JonJon Whiteley[image: External link]
	The Little Kidnappers[image: External link]
	1954[image: External link]
	February 19, 1945
	March 30, 1955
	



	5
	12 years, 59 days
	Jandl, IvanIvan Jandl[image: External link]
	The Search[image: External link]
	1948[image: External link]
	January 24, 1937
	March 24, 1949
	



	6
	12 years, 167 days
	Jarman, Jr., ClaudeClaude Jarman, Jr.[image: External link]
	The Yearling[image: External link]
	1946[image: External link]
	September 27, 1934
	March 13, 1947
	



	7
	13 years, 20 days
	Driscoll, BobbyBobby Driscoll[image: External link]
	
	1949[image: External link]
	March 3, 1937
	March 23, 1950
	



	8
	14 years, 32 days
	Garner, Peggy AnnPeggy Ann Garner[image: External link]
	A Tree Grows in Brooklyn[image: External link]
	1945[image: External link]
	February 3, 1932
	March 7, 1946
	



	9
	14 years, 364 days
	Mills, HayleyHayley Mills[image: External link]
	Pollyanna[image: External link]
	1960[image: External link]
	April 18, 1946
	April 17, 1961
	



	10
	17 years, 81 days
	Durbin, DeannaDeanna Durbin[image: External link]
	
	1938[image: External link]
	December 4, 1921
	February 23, 1939
	




Superlatives

Among the oldest and youngest winners and nominees of Academy Awards[image: External link] in standard competitive categories, the following superlatives[image: External link] emerge:



	Superlative[image: External link]
	Overall
	Actor
	Actress



	Oldest Nominee
	Stuart, GloriaGloria Stuart[image: External link]
	Age 87
	Duvall, RobertRobert Duvall[image: External link]
	Age 84
	Stuart, GloriaGloria Stuart[image: External link]
	Age 87



	Oldest Winner
	Plummer, ChristopherChristopher Plummer[image: External link]
	Age 82
	Plummer, ChristopherChristopher Plummer[image: External link]
	Age 82
	Tandy, JessicaJessica Tandy
	Age 80



	Youngest Winner
	O'Neal, TatumTatum O'Neal[image: External link]
	Age 10
	Hutton, TimothyTimothy Hutton[image: External link]
	Age 20
	O'Neal, TatumTatum O'Neal[image: External link]
	Age 10



	Youngest Nominee
	Henry, JustinJustin Henry[image: External link]
	Age 8
	Henry, JustinJustin Henry[image: External link]
	Age 8
	Wallis, QuvenzhanéQuvenzhané Wallis
	Age 9




See also



	Academy Award[image: External link]

	Academy Juvenile Award[image: External link]

	
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS)

	List of Best Actor winners by age[image: External link]

	List of Best Actress winners by age[image: External link]

	List of Best Director winners by age[image: External link]

	List of Best Supporting Actor winners by age[image: External link]

	List of Best Supporting Actress winners by age[image: External link]

	List of earliest surviving Academy Award winners and nominees[image: External link]

	List of oldest living Academy Award winners and nominees[image: External link]

	List of posthumous Academy Award winners and nominees[image: External link]

	List of superlative Academy Award winners and nominees[image: External link]
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Anton Yelchin






This name uses Eastern Slavic naming customs[image: External link]; the patronymic[image: External link] is Viktorovich and the family name[image: External link] is Yelchin.

Anton Viktorovich Yelchin ( Russian[image: External link]: Анто́н Ви́кторович Ельчи́н; March 11, 1989 – June 19, 2016) was an American actor. He played Pavel Chekov[image: External link] in three Star Trek[image: External link] films, including the 2009 reboot film of the same name[image: External link], along with the sequels, Star Trek Into Darkness[image: External link] and the posthumously released Star Trek Beyond[image: External link] (2016).

Born to a Russian[image: External link] Jewish[image: External link] family in Leningrad[image: External link], Yelchin relocated to the United States, where he began performing in the late 1990s, appearing in several television and film roles, and received recognition in Hearts in Atlantis[image: External link] (2001). His role as Jacob Clarke in Steven Spielberg[image: External link]'s miniseries Taken[image: External link] was significant in furthering his career as a child actor.[1] He starred on the television series, including Huff[image: External link] and the posthumously released Trollhunters[image: External link]. He also starred in other films, including Alpha Dog[image: External link] (2007), Charlie Bartlett[image: External link] (2007), Terminator Salvation[image: External link] (2009), Fright Night[image: External link] (2011), The Smurfs[image: External link] (2011), Only Lovers Left Alive[image: External link] (2013), Green Room[image: External link] (2015) and Thoroughbred[image: External link] (2017).

In June 2016, Yelchin died in a car incident in Studio City[image: External link], California[image: External link].[2][3][4]



TOP
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 Early life




Yelchin was born March 11, 1989, in Leningrad[image: External link], Soviet Union[image: External link] (now Saint Petersburg[image: External link], Russian Federation[image: External link]).[5][6] His parents, Irina Korina and Viktor Yelchin, were pair figure skaters[image: External link], who were celebrities and stars of the Leningrad Ice Ballet for fifteen years.[7][8] His family is Jewish[image: External link]; in the USSR, they were subjected to religious and political oppression[image: External link].[7][9][10] Yelchin had said: "My grandparents suffered in ways I can't even begin to understand under Stalin[image: External link]."[10] Nationally, Yelchin's parents were the third-ranked pair team; they thus qualified for the 1972 Winter Olympics[image: External link], but were not permitted to participate by the Soviet authorities.[7][8] Yelchin had said the reason was unclear: "I don't exactly know what that was – because they were Jewish or because the KGB didn't want them to travel".[11]

Yelchin's family moved to the United States in September 1989, when Anton was six months old, after receiving refugee[image: External link] status from the United States Department of State[image: External link].[7][8] Yelchin's mother worked as a figure skating[image: External link] choreographer and his father as a figure skating coach, having been Sasha Cohen[image: External link]'s first trainer.[12][13] Yelchin's uncle is the children's author and painter Eugene Yelchin[image: External link].[7]

In an article published in the Los Angeles Times in December 1989, Yelchin's mother stated "A woman came up, saw Anton, and said, 'He's beautiful. He will be actor.'"[7] Yelchin had stated that he "wasn't very good" at figure skating, his parents' profession.[14]
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 Career




After his film debut A Man is Mostly Water, Yelchin's early roles in both film and television included A Time for Dancing,[1] Delivering Milo[image: External link], House of D[image: External link] and Taken. He guest-starred in the season four episode of Curb Your Enthusiasm[image: External link], as Stewart, Cheryl David's cousin and a self-described magician[image: External link], knowing a card trick. His biggest film recognition came for the role of Bobby Garfield in Hearts in Atlantis[image: External link] (2001), in which he won Best Performance in a Feature Film – Leading Young Actor at the 2002 Young Artist Awards[image: External link].

In Showtime[image: External link]'s television series Huff[image: External link], he played Byrd Huffstodt, the 14-year-old son of the eponymous character (Hank Azaria[image: External link]). In 2006, he guest-starred in the Law & Order: Criminal Intent[image: External link] episode "Tru Love", as a boy who falls in love with his teacher. He also appeared in the Criminal Minds[image: External link] episode "Sex, Birth & Death[image: External link]" as Nathan Harris, a boy who has fantasies about killing prostitutes.

In the American version of Alpha Dog[image: External link], Yelchin played Zack Mazursky, a character based on the death of Nicholas Markowitz[image: External link].[12] USA Today's review described the performance as "heartbreakingly endearing".[15] After the premiere, Markowitz's mother praised his portrayal of her son.[16] Yelchin subsequently headlined Fierce People[image: External link], which received a limited release on September 7, 2007. In 2008, he played the title role in Charlie Bartlett[image: External link], a film about a wealthy teenager in a public high school.[17] He also appeared alongside the Russian duo t.A.T.u.[image: External link] in the film You and I[image: External link] (which was filmed in Moscow during the summer of 2007),[18] and co-starred with Susan Sarandon[image: External link] and Justin Chatwin[image: External link] in Middle of Nowhere[image: External link]. He starred in two films released in May 2009, including the eleventh Star Trek film[image: External link] as teenage navigator Pavel Chekov[image: External link] and Kyle Reese[image: External link] in Terminator Salvation[image: External link].[19][20]

In 2011, Yelchin played Charley Brewster in Craig Gillespie[image: External link]'s remake film Fright Night[image: External link],[21] starred in the romantic drama Like Crazy, and voiced Clumsy Smurf in the film adaptation of The Smurfs[image: External link] and its sequel[image: External link].[22][23] He replaced Russell Tovey[image: External link] for the voice role of Albino Pirate in the American version of the animated film The Pirates! In an Adventure with Scientists![image: External link] (also known as The Pirates! Band of Misfits) (2012).[24][25] Yelchin voiced Shun in Studio Ghibli[image: External link]'s From Up on Poppy Hill[image: External link].

He reprised his role for Chekov in Star Trek Into Darkness[image: External link] (2013) and played the lead in the thriller Odd Thomas[image: External link] (2013)[26] and the horror comedy Burying the Ex[image: External link] (2014). In 2015, he starred in the independent horror film Green Room[image: External link] which premiered at the Cannes film festival that year and received limited theatrical release in May 2016.

Shortly before his death, Yelchin reprised his role again as Chekov in Star Trek Beyond[image: External link], which was released on July 22, 2016. He also completed filming several independent films which are in post-production.[27] He recorded the voice role of Jim in Guillermo del Toro[image: External link]'s Trollhunters[image: External link].[28][29]
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 Personal life




Yelchin once played for the disbanded punk[image: External link] band, the Hammerheads.[9][30] He enjoyed playing the guitar, saying that it gave him "a lot of fulfillment," and was a fan of acoustic blues music[image: External link].

He attended the Sherman Oaks Center for Enriched Studies[image: External link] in Tarzana, California[image: External link],[12] and enrolled at the University of Southern California[image: External link] in fall 2007 to study film.[31]
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 Death




Early in the morning of June 19, 2016, Yelchin was found by friends pinned between his Jeep Grand Cherokee[image: External link] and a brick pillar outside his home in Studio City, California, in what was described as a "freak accident".[32] Yelchin exited his car while in his driveway, which is on a steep incline, when it rolled back and trapped him against the pillar and a security fence.[2] He was pronounced dead later that day.[3] The Jeep crushed his lungs, and he is believed to have died within a minute of impact.[33]

The Los Angeles County coroner[image: External link]'s office identified the cause of death as "blunt traumatic asphyxia[image: External link]" and stated that there were "no obvious suspicious circumstances involved".[34]
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 Lawsuit




The vehicle involved was among some Fiat Chrysler[image: External link] models under a recall notice for transmission errors leading to unintended rolling and while the initial recall had begun before Yelchin's death, no affected vehicles had yet been repaired.[citation needed[image: External link]]

On August 1, 2016, the attorney of Yelchin's parents announced that they were planning to file a wrongful death lawsuit against Fiat Chrysler.[35] The car dealership said Yelchin was responsible for his own death because he had "misused" the vehicle.[36]
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 Tributes




The producers of Star Trek said the role of Chekov would not be recast and the character would be written out of any subsequent films. Star Trek Beyond was dedicated to Yelchin.[37]

Smurfs: The Lost Village[image: External link] was also dedicated to him, as he had provided the voice of Clumsy Smurf[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Additionally, We Don't Belong Here[image: External link] and the first two episodes of Trollhunters[image: External link] were also dedicated to him.

He was also featured in the "In Memoriam" section during the 89th Academy Awards.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Filmography
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2000
	A Man Is Mostly Water
	Augie
	



	2001
	Delivering Milo[image: External link]
	Milo
	



	2001
	15 Minutes[image: External link]
	Boy in Burning Building
	



	2001
	Along Came a Spider[image: External link]
	Dimitri Starodubov
	



	2001
	Hearts in Atlantis[image: External link]
	Bobby Garfield
	



	2002
	Rooftop Kisses
	Charlie
	



	2004
	House of D[image: External link]
	Tom Warshaw
	



	2005
	Fierce People[image: External link]
	Finn Earl
	



	2006
	Alpha Dog[image: External link]
	Zack Mazursky
	



	2007
	Charlie Bartlett[image: External link]
	Charlie Bartlett
	



	2008
	New York, I Love You[image: External link]
	Boy in the Park
	Segment: "Brett Ratner"



	2008
	Middle of Nowhere[image: External link]
	Dorian Spitz
	



	2009
	Star Trek[image: External link]
	Pavel Chekov[image: External link]
	



	2009
	Terminator Salvation[image: External link]
	Kyle Reese[image: External link]
	



	2010
	Memoirs of a Teenage Amnesiac[image: External link]
	Ace Zuckerman
	



	2011
	Like Crazy
	Jacob Helm
	



	2011
	You and I[image: External link]
	Edvard Nikitin
	



	2011
	The Beaver
	Porter Black
	



	2011
	The Smurfs[image: External link]
	Clumsy Smurf (voice)
	



	2011
	Fright Night[image: External link]
	Charley Brewster
	



	2011
	The Smurfs: A Christmas Carol[image: External link]
	Clumsy Smurf (voice)
	Short film[image: External link]



	2012
	From Up on Poppy Hill[image: External link]
	Shun Kazama (voice)
	English dub



	2012
	The Pirates! In an Adventure with Scientists[image: External link]
	Albino Pirate (voice)
	American dub



	2013
	Movie 43[image: External link]
	Necrophiliac worker at morgue
	Deleted scene



	2013
	Odd Thomas[image: External link]
	Odd Thomas[image: External link]
	



	2013
	Star Trek Into Darkness[image: External link]
	Pavel Chekov
	



	2013
	Only Lovers Left Alive[image: External link]
	Ian
	



	2013
	The Smurfs: The Legend of Smurfy Hollow[image: External link]
	Clumsy Smurf (voice)
	Short film



	2013
	The Smurfs 2[image: External link]
	Clumsy Smurf (voice)
	



	2014
	Rudderless[image: External link]
	Quentin
	



	2014
	5 to 7[image: External link]
	Brian Bloom
	



	2014
	The Apprentice
	Wayne
	Short film



	2014
	Cymbeline[image: External link]
	Cloten
	



	2014
	Burying the Ex[image: External link]
	Max
	



	2014
	Dying of the Light[image: External link]
	Milton Schultz
	



	2015
	Experimenter[image: External link]
	Rensaleer
	



	2015
	Broken Horses[image: External link]
	Jacob Heckum
	



	2015
	Kiss Kiss Fingerbang
	Dr. Jack Stewart
	



	2015
	The Driftless Area[image: External link]
	Pierre
	



	2015
	Green Room[image: External link]
	Pat
	



	2015
	Unity[image: External link][38]
	Narrator
	Documentary[image: External link]



	2016
	Rise
	Basil
	Short film



	2016
	Star Trek Beyond[image: External link]
	Pavel Chekov
	Posthumous release



	2016
	Porto[image: External link]
	Jake Kleeman
	Posthumous release



	2017
	Thoroughbred[image: External link]
	Tim
	Posthumous release



	2017
	Rememory[image: External link]
	Todd
	Posthumous release



	2017
	We Don't Belong Here[image: External link]
	Maxwell Green
	Posthumous release
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2000
	ER[image: External link]
	Robbie Edelstein
	Episode: "Be Still My Heart"



	2000
	Geppetto[image: External link]
	Featured
	Television film



	2002
	Judging Amy[image: External link]
	Davis Bishop
	Episode: "The Justice League of America"



	2002
	Taken[image: External link]
	Jacob Clarke – Child
	2 episodes



	2002
	The Practice[image: External link]
	Justin Langer
	2 episodes



	2003
	Without a Trace[image: External link]
	Johnny Atkins
	Episode: "The Bus"



	2004
	Curb Your Enthusiasm[image: External link]
	Stewart
	Episode: "The Blind Date"



	2004
	NYPD Blue[image: External link]
	Evan Grabber
	Episode: "Take My Wife, Please"



	2004
	Jack[image: External link]
	Jack
	Television film



	2004–2006
	Huff[image: External link]
	Byrd Huffstodt
	25 episodes



	2006
	Law & Order: Criminal Intent[image: External link]
	Keith Tyler
	Episode: "Tru Love"



	2006
	Criminal Minds[image: External link]
	Nathan Harris
	Episode: "Sex, Birth, Death"



	2011
	The Life & Times of Tim[image: External link]
	Trent (voice)
	Episode: "The Caddy's Shack/The Sausage Salesman"



	2015–2016
	SuperMansion[image: External link]
	Dudley (voice)
	2 episodes



	2016
	Trollhunters[image: External link]
	Jim (voice)
	26 episodes; posthumously released
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 Video games






	Year
	Title
	Role



	2008
	Lego Indiana Jones: The Original Adventures[image: External link]
	Enemy Guard (Mountains) (voice)



	2009
	Lego Indiana Jones 2: The Adventure Continues[image: External link]
	Agent (voice)



	2013
	Star Trek[image: External link]
	Pavel Chekov (voice)



	2013
	The Smurfs 2[image: External link]
	Clumsy Smurf (voice)
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 Accolades






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Title of work
	Medium
	Result



	2002
	Phoenix Film Critics Award
	Best Youth Performance
	Hearts in Atlantis
	Film
	Nominated



	2002
	Young Artist Award
	Best Performance in a Feature Film – Leading Young Actor
	Hearts in Atlantis
	Film
	Won



	2003
	Young Artist Award
	Best Performance in a TV Movie, Mini-Series or Special – Supporting Young Actor
	Taken
	Television
	Nominated



	2005
	Young Artist Award
	Best Performance in a TV Movie, Miniseries or Special – Leading Young Actor
	Jack
	Television
	Nominated



	2009
	Boston Society of Film Critics Awards[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble Cast
	Star Trek
	Film
	Won



	2009
	Washington DC Area Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble
	Star Trek
	Film
	Nominated



	2010
	Broadcast Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link]
	Best Acting Ensemble
	Star Trek
	Film
	Nominated
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Felicity Jones






This article is about the actress. For the naturist, see Felicity Jones (naturist)[image: External link].

Felicity Rose Hadley Jones (born 17 October 1983)[1] is an English actress. She started her professional acting career as a child, appearing at age 12 in The Treasure Seekers[image: External link] (1996). Jones went on to play Ethel Hallow[image: External link] for one season in the television show The Worst Witch[image: External link] and its sequel Weirdsister College[image: External link]. She took time off from acting to attend university at Wadham College, Oxford[image: External link] where she performed in Shakespeare[image: External link]'s The Comedy of Errors[image: External link] for the Oxford University Dramatic Society[image: External link], and has worked steadily since graduating in 2006. On radio, she has played the role of Emma Grundy in the BBC[image: External link]'s The Archers[image: External link]. In 2008, she appeared in the Donmar Warehouse[image: External link] production of The Chalk Garden[image: External link].

Since 2006, Jones has appeared in numerous films, including Northanger Abbey[image: External link] (2007), Brideshead Revisited[image: External link] (2008), Chéri[image: External link] (2009), and The Tempest[image: External link] (2010). Her performance in the 2011 film Like Crazy was met with critical acclaim, garnering her numerous awards, including a special jury prize at the 2011 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link]. In 2014, her performance as Jane Hawking[image: External link] in The Theory of Everything[image: External link] also met with critical acclaim, garnering her nominations for the Golden Globe, SAG, BAFTA[image: External link] and Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link]. In 2016, Jones starred in the adventure-thriller Inferno[image: External link], the fantasy drama A Monster Calls[image: External link] and the Star Wars[image: External link] anthology film Rogue One[image: External link]. In 2016, she received the BAFTA[image: External link] Britannia Award[image: External link] for British Artist of the Year.



TOP
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 Early life




Jones was born and brought up in Bournville[image: External link] in the south side of Birmingham[image: External link], England.[2] Her mother worked in advertising and her father was a journalist.[3] Furthermore, her uncle is a thespian, which prompted Jones' interest in acting as a child.[4] One of her great-great-grandmothers was Italian[image: External link], from Lucca[image: External link], Tuscany[image: External link].[5]

She studied English at Wadham College, Oxford[image: External link].[6] She appeared in student plays, including Attis[image: External link] in which she played the title role,[7] and, in 2005, Shakespeare[image: External link]'s The Comedy of Errors[image: External link] for the Oxford University Dramatic Society[image: External link] summer tour to Japan, starring alongside Harry Lloyd[image: External link].[8]
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 Career




Jones began acting at the age of 11 at after-school workshop Central Junior Television[image: External link] funded by Central Television[image: External link].[3] She appeared in the first series of The Worst Witch[image: External link]. When Weirdsister College[image: External link] began in 2001, Jones returned as Hallow. Her longest and best known role around this time was on the BBC Radio 4[image: External link] soap opera The Archers[image: External link], where she played Emma Carter until 2009 (currently played by Emerald O'Hanrahan[image: External link]).[9]

In 2003, she starred as Grace May in the BBC drama Servants[image: External link].[10] She took the leading role in the 2007 ITV[image: External link] adaptation of Jane Austen[image: External link]'s Northanger Abbey[image: External link], and made her stage debut in Polly Stenham[image: External link]'s That Face[image: External link] at the Royal Court Theatre[image: External link] in April 2007.

In 2008, she appeared in the films Brideshead Revisited[image: External link] and Flashbacks of a Fool[image: External link],[11] the Doctor Who[image: External link] episode "The Unicorn and the Wasp[image: External link]" and a revival of Enid Bagnold[image: External link]'s The Chalk Garden[image: External link] at the Donmar Warehouse[image: External link] theatre in London.[12] In January 2009, the five-part TV serial The Diary of Anne Frank[image: External link], in which Jones played the role of Margot Frank[image: External link] alongside Tamsin Greig[image: External link] (as Edith Frank-Holländer[image: External link]) and Iain Glen[image: External link] (as Otto Frank[image: External link]), was broadcast on BBC One[image: External link]. Later that year in May, she performed in a rehearsed reading of Anthony Minghella[image: External link]'s Hang Up at the High Tide Festival.[13] Jones played the role of Julie in Ricky Gervais[image: External link] and Stephen Merchant[image: External link]'s 2010 film Cemetery Junction[image: External link].[14] She also appeared in Soulboy[image: External link][15] and in Julie Taymor[image: External link]'s big screen adaptation of The Tempest[image: External link] as Miranda[image: External link].

On 29 January 2011, Jones won a Special Jury Prize (Dramatic) at the Sundance Film Festival for her performance as Anna in Drake Doremus[image: External link]'s Like Crazy.[9] She had to do her own hair and make-up in the film, while the dialogue was entirely improvised.[9] Her performance earned comparisons to Carey Mulligan[image: External link]'s Academy Award[image: External link]-nominated role in An Education[image: External link].[9] She also received the Best New Hollywood Award for this film at the 2011 Hollywood Film Awards.[16] She appeared alongside Gossip Girl[image: External link] actor Ed Westwick[image: External link] in Chalet Girl[image: External link], a romantic comedy released in March 2011, for which she had to undergo two months of snowboarding[image: External link] training and work undercover in a chalet at St Anton[image: External link], scrubbing toilets and partying at the Krazy Kanguruh bar in preparation for the role.[9] Jones said that the role was "something of a relief" after a string of costume roles and she was also keen to take on a comic role.[3] Jones performed in Luise Miller, a new translation of Schiller[image: External link]'s Kabale und Liebe[image: External link] by Mike Poulton[image: External link] at the Donmar Warehouse[image: External link] theatre in London, in June and July 2011.[17] Jones lived with a Catholic[image: External link] family and attended Mass[image: External link] to prepare for the role.[9] In 2011, Jones was announced as the new face of Burberry[image: External link].[9] In November, she was also announced as the new face of Dolce & Gabbana[image: External link].[18]

In 2013, Jones portrayed Ellen Ternan[image: External link] in The Invisible Woman[image: External link]. Jones, previously unfamiliar with Ternan for the most part, learned about her life through research,[19] and reflected that she knew she was "in for a challenge" when choosing to work on the film, citing the experience of director Ralph Fiennes[image: External link] and how "methodically done" his performance was.[20] She also co-starred in The Amazing Spider-Man 2[image: External link], which was released on 2 May 2014. She played Felicia Hardy[image: External link]; an assistant of Harry Osborn[image: External link].[21][22] Jones signed on due to its difference from her previous works.[23]

Jones' current highlight is her 2014 performance as Jane Wilde Hawking[image: External link] in the film The Theory of Everything[image: External link], a biopic charting the life and love between Wilde Hawking and the world-renowned physicist Stephen Hawking[image: External link], with Eddie Redmayne[image: External link] starring as Hawking. After being given the script by her agent, Jones read it in its entirety in one sitting, enjoying that it was a "love story and not a straightforward biopic." She auditioned for the film and its director, James Marsh[image: External link], offered the part immediately after, surprising Jones who was accustomed to waiting several weeks for a confirmation.[24] Jones was aided by Jane Hawking in preparing for the role, meeting with her.[25] The film has been praised largely due to her and Redmayne's performances. Jane Hawking was so impressed by the portrayal she wondered if it was herself when watching Jones.[25] For her role as Jane, she received widespread acclaim from a number of organizations, including nominations for an Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link], a BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role[image: External link], a Golden Globe Award for Best Actress[image: External link], a Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Actress[image: External link] and a Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Leading Role.

In February 2015, she was cast as Jyn Erso[image: External link] in the Star Wars[image: External link] stand-alone film Rogue One[image: External link], with Gareth Edwards[image: External link] directing.[26] Jones's agent recommended the role to her,[27] and she enjoyed the character's search for an identity, drawing inspiration in her movements from Ronda Rousey[image: External link].[28] The film was released in December 2016 to positive reviews and grossed over $1 billion at the box office. Also in 2016, Jones starred in Inferno[image: External link], playing a doctor aiding Robert Langdon[image: External link] in his escape. According to director Ron Howard[image: External link], Jones' only reluctance to signing for the film was the ensuring of her having days off to see the birth of her brother's child. After agreeing to the role, she visited museums and galleries to better understand her character.[29] Jones enjoyed the chemistry between her and Tom Hanks's characters as well as Inferno's overall diversity.[30]
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 Personal life




In 2013, Jones split from her boyfriend of ten years, sculptor and Internet artist Ed Fornieles[image: External link],[9][31] whom she had met at Oxford[image: External link] when he was at the Ruskin School of Art[image: External link].[9][32] In 2015, she began dating director Charles Guard[image: External link]. Their engagement was announced in May 2017.[33]

Jones identifies as a feminist[image: External link].[27]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television






	Title
	Year
	Role
	Notes
	Ref(s)



	The Treasure Seekers[image: External link]
	1996
	Bastable, AliceAlice Bastable
	Television film
	[34]



	The Worst Witch[image: External link]
	1998–99
	Hallow, EthelEthel Hallow
	11 episodes
	[35]



	Weirdsister College[image: External link]
	2001
	Hallow, EthelEthel Hallow
	13 episodes
	[36]



	Servants[image: External link]
	2003
	May, GraceGrace May
	6 episodes
	[37]



	Northanger Abbey[image: External link]
	2007
	Morland, CatherineCatherine Morland
	Television film
	[38]



	Cape Wrath[image: External link]
	2007
	Brogan, ZoeZoe Brogan
	8 episodes
	[39]



	Doctor Who[image: External link]
	2008
	Redmond, RobinaRobina Redmond
	Episode: "The Unicorn and the Wasp[image: External link]"
	[40]



	The Diary of Anne Frank[image: External link]
	2009
	Frank, MargotMargot Frank[image: External link]
	5 episodes
	[41]



	Page Eight[image: External link]
	2011
	Worricker, JulianneJulianne Worricker
	Television film
	[42]



	Salting the Battlefield[image: External link]
	2014
	Worricker, JulianneJulianne Worricker
	Television film
	[43]



	Girls[image: External link]
	2014
	Dottie
	Episode: "Role-Play"
	[44]



	Saturday Night Live
	2017
	Host
	Episode: "Felicity Jones / Sturgill Simpson[image: External link]"
	[45]



	Star Wars: Forces of Destiny[image: External link]
	2017
	Jyn Erso[image: External link] (voice)
	
	[46]
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 Film






	Title
	Year
	Role(s)
	Director
	Ref(s)



	Flashbacks of a Fool[image: External link]
	2008
	Young Ruth
	Baillie Walsh[image: External link]
	[47]



	Brideshead Revisited[image: External link]
	2008
	Flyte, CordeliaCordelia Flyte
	Julian Jarrold[image: External link]
	[48]



	Chéri[image: External link]
	2009
	Edmée
	Stephen Frears[image: External link]
	[49]



	Cemetery Junction[image: External link]
	2010
	Kendrick, JulieJulie Kendrick
	Ricky Gervais[image: External link]/Stephen Merchant[image: External link]
	[50]



	Soulboy[image: External link]
	2010
	Hodgson, MandyMandy Hodgson
	Shimmy Marcus[image: External link]
	[51]



	The Tempest[image: External link]
	2010
	Miranda[image: External link]
	Julie Taymor[image: External link]
	[52]



	Chalet Girl[image: External link]
	2011
	Matthews, KimKim Matthews
	Phil Traill[image: External link]
	[53]



	Like Crazy
	2011
	Gardner, AnnaAnna Gardner
	Drake Doremus[image: External link]
	[54]



	Albatross[image: External link]
	2011
	Fischer, BethBeth Fischer
	Niall MacCormick[image: External link]
	[55]



	Hysteria[image: External link]
	2011
	Dalrymple, EmilyEmily Dalrymple
	Tanya Wexler[image: External link]
	[56]



	Cheerful Weather for the Wedding[image: External link]
	2012
	Thatchem, DollyDolly Thatchem
	Donald Rice
	[57]



	Breathe In[image: External link]
	2013
	Sophie
	Drake Doremus
	[58]



	The Invisible Woman[image: External link]
	2013
	Nelly Ternan[image: External link]
	Ralph Fiennes[image: External link]
	[59]



	The Amazing Spider-Man 2[image: External link]
	2014
	Felicia Hardy[image: External link]
	Marc Webb[image: External link]
	[60]



	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	2014
	Hawking, Jane WildeJane Wilde Hawking[image: External link]
	James Marsh[image: External link]
	[61]



	True Story[image: External link]
	2015
	Barker, JillJill Barker
	Rupert Goold[image: External link]
	[62]



	Collide[image: External link]
	2016
	Juliette
	Eran Creevy[image: External link]
	[63][64]



	A Monster Calls[image: External link]
	2016
	O'Malley, LizzieLizzie O'Malley
	J. A. Bayona[image: External link]
	[65]



	Inferno[image: External link]
	2016
	Brooks, SiennaSienna Brooks
	Ron Howard[image: External link]
	[66]



	Rogue One: A Star Wars Story[image: External link]
	2016
	Erso, JynJyn Erso[image: External link]
	Gareth Edwards[image: External link]
	[67]
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 Theatre






	Production
	Year(s)
	Theatre
	Role
	Ref(s)



	The Snow Queen[image: External link]
	2005–06
	Newbury Theatre
	Gerda
	[68]



	That Face[image: External link]
	2007
	Royal Court Theatre[image: External link]
	Mia
	[69]



	The Chalk Garden[image: External link]
	2008
	Donmar Warehouse[image: External link]
	Laurel
	[70]



	Luise Miller[image: External link]
	2011
	Donmar Warehouse[image: External link]
	Miller, LuiseLuise Miller
	[71]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Awards and nominations






	Award
	Year[a]
	Film(s)
	Category
	Result
	Ref.



	AACTA Awards[image: External link]
	2015[image: External link]
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	Best Actress – International
	Nominated
	[72]



	Academy Awards[image: External link]
	2015[image: External link]
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[73]



	Alliance of Women Film Journalists[image: External link]
	2014
	The Invisible Woman[image: External link]
	Most Egregious Age Difference Between the Leading Man and the Love Interest[b]
	Nominated
	[74]



	British Academy Film Awards
	2015[image: External link]
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[75]



	British Independent Film Awards[image: External link]
	2011
	Albatross[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[76]



	2013
	The Invisible Woman[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[77]



	Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link]
	2015
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[78]



	Dallas–Fort Worth Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	2014[image: External link]
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	4th place
	[79]



	Detroit Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	2011
	Like Crazy
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[80]



	Breakthrough Performance
	Nominated



	Empire Awards[image: External link]
	2012
	Like Crazy
	Best Female Newcomer[image: External link]
	Won
	[81]



	2015
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[82]



	2017
	Rogue One: A Star Wars Story[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Won
	



	Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]
	2015[image: External link]
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	Best Actress – Drama
	Nominated
	[83]



	Gotham Awards[image: External link]
	2011[image: External link]
	Like Crazy
	Breakthrough Actor
	Won
	[84]



	Hollywood Film Awards[image: External link]
	2011
	—
	New Hollywood Award
	Won
	[85]



	Houston Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	2015[image: External link]
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[86]



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	2017
	Rogue One[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie Actress
	Nominated
	[87]



	Favorite Butt-Kicker
	Nominated



	#Squad (shared with cast)
	Nominated



	London Film Critics' Circle[image: External link]
	2015[image: External link]
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	British Actress of the Year[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[88]



	MTV Movie & TV Awards
	2017
	Rogue One[image: External link]
	Best Hero
	Nominated
	[89]



	National Board of Review[image: External link]
	2011
	Like Crazy
	Breakthrough Performance
	Tied[c]
	[90]



	San Diego Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	2014
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[91]



	Santa Barbara International Film Festival[image: External link]
	2015
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	Cinema Vanguard Award[d]
	Won
	[92]



	Satellite Awards
	2015
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[93]



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	2017
	Rogue One[image: External link]
	Best Actress in a Film
	Pending
	[94]



	Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link]
	2015[image: External link]
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[95]



	Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture
	Nominated



	St. Louis Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	2014
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[96]



	Sundance Film Festival
	2011
	Like Crazy
	Special Jury Prize
	Won
	[97]



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	2015[image: External link]
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]

True Story[image: External link]
	Choice Movie Actress: Drama
	Nominated
	[98]



	Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	2014
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Nominated
	[99]



	Women Film Critics Circle[image: External link]
	2014
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	The Invisible Woman Award
	Won
	[100]
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 Notes






	
^ Year in which awards ceremony was held


	
^ Shared with Ralph Fiennes[image: External link]


	
^ Tied with Rooney Mara for The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo[image: External link]


	
^ Shared with Eddie Redmayne[image: External link]
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Los Angeles Times






The Los Angeles Times, commonly referred to as the Times or LA Times, is a paid daily newspaper[image: External link] published in Los Angeles[image: External link], California, since 1881. It was the largest metropolitan newspaper in circulation in the United States in 2008 and the fourth most widely distributed newspaper in the country.[2] The Times is owned by tronc[image: External link] (formerly known as Tribune Publishing).
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 History




See also: List of Los Angeles Times publishers[image: External link]
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 Otis era




The Times was first published on December 4, 1881, as the Los Angeles Daily Times under the direction of Nathan Cole Jr.[image: External link] and Thomas Gardiner[image: External link]. It was first printed at the Mirror printing plant, owned by Jesse Yarnell[image: External link] and T.J. Caystile[image: External link]. Unable to pay the printing bill, Cole and Gardiner turned the paper over to the Mirror Company. In the meantime, S.J. Mathes[image: External link] had joined the firm, and it was at his insistence that the Times continued publication. In July 1882, Harrison Gray Otis[image: External link] moved from Santa Barbara[image: External link] to become the paper's editor.[3] Otis made the Times a financial success.

In an era where newspapers were driven by party politics, the Times was directed at Republican[image: External link] readers. As was typical of newspapers of the time, the Times would sit on stories for several days, notably including the 1884[image: External link] victory of Democratic presidential candidate Grover Cleveland[image: External link].[4]

Historian Kevin Starr[image: External link] wrote that Otis was a businessman "capable of manipulating the entire apparatus of politics and public opinion for his own enrichment".[5] Otis's editorial policy was based on civic boosterism[image: External link], extolling the virtues of Los Angeles and promoting its growth. Toward those ends, the paper supported efforts to expand the city's water supply by acquiring the rights to the water supply of the Owens Valley[image: External link] in the California Water Wars[image: External link], a set of events fictionalized in the Roman Polanski[image: External link] movie Chinatown[image: External link].

The efforts of the Times to fight local unions led to the October 1, 1910 bombing of its headquarters[image: External link], killing twenty-one people. Two union leaders, James and Joseph McNamara[image: External link], were charged. The American Federation of Labor[image: External link] hired noted trial attorney Clarence Darrow[image: External link] to represent the brothers, who eventually pleaded guilty.

Otis fastened a bronze eagle on top of a high frieze of the new Times headquarters building designed by Gordon Kaufmann[image: External link], proclaiming anew the credo written by his wife, Eliza: "Stand Fast, Stand Firm, Stand Sure, Stand True."[6][7]
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 Chandler era




Upon Otis's death in 1917, his son-in-law, Harry Chandler[image: External link], took control as publisher of the Times. Harry Chandler was succeeded in 1944 by his son, Norman Chandler[image: External link], who ran the paper during the rapid growth of post-war[image: External link] Los Angeles. Norman's wife, Dorothy Buffum Chandler[image: External link], became active in civic affairs and led the effort to build the Los Angeles Music Center[image: External link], whose main concert hall was named the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion[image: External link] in her honor. Family members are buried at the Hollywood Forever Cemetery[image: External link] near Paramount Studios[image: External link]. The site also includes a memorial to the Times Building bombing victims.

The fourth generation of family publishers, Otis Chandler[image: External link], held that position from 1960 to 1980. Otis Chandler sought legitimacy and recognition for his family's paper, often forgotten in the power centers of the Northeastern United States[image: External link] due to its geographic and cultural distance. He sought to remake the paper in the model of the nation's most respected newspapers, notably The New York Times and Washington Post[image: External link]. Believing that the newsroom was "the heartbeat of the business",[8] Otis Chandler increased the size and pay of the reporting staff and expanded its national and international reporting. In 1962, the paper joined with the Washington Post to form the Los Angeles Times-Washington Post News Service to syndicate articles from both papers for other news organizations.

During the 1960s, the paper won four Pulitzer Prizes, more than its previous nine decades combined.

Writing in 2013 about the pattern of newspaper ownership by founding families, Times reporter Michael Hiltzik said that:



	“
	The first generations bought or founded their local paper for profits and also social and political influence (which often brought more profits). Their children enjoyed both profits and influence, but as the families grew larger, the later generations found that only one or two branches got the power, and everyone else got a share of the money. Eventually the coupon-clipping branches realized that they could make more money investing in something other than newspapers. Under their pressure the companies went public, or split apart, or disappeared. That's the pattern followed over more than a century by the Los Angeles Times under the Chandler family.[9]

	”




The paper's early history and subsequent transformation was chronicled in an unauthorized history Thinking Big (1977, ISBN 0-399-11766-0[image: External link]), and was one of four organizations profiled by David Halberstam[image: External link] in The Powers That Be[image: External link] (1979, ISBN 0-394-50381-3[image: External link]; 2000 reprint ISBN 0-252-06941-2[image: External link]). It has also been the whole or partial subject of nearly thirty dissertations in communications or social science in the past four decades.[10]
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 Modern era




The Los Angeles Times was beset in the first decade of the 21st century by a change in ownership, a bankruptcy, a rapid succession of editors, reductions in staff, decreases in paid circulation, the need to increase its Web presence, and a series of controversies.

In 2000, the Tribune Company[image: External link] acquired the Times, placing the paper in co-ownership with then-WB (now CW[image: External link])-affiliated KTLA[image: External link], which Tribune acquired in 1985.[11]

For two days in 2005, the Times experimented with Wikitorial[image: External link], the first Wiki[image: External link] by a major news organization to allow readers to combine forces to produce their own editorial pieces. However, it was shut down after a few people besieged it with inappropriate material.

In December 2008, the Tribune Company filed for bankruptcy protection.[12]
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 Ownership




In 2000, the Times-Mirror Company, publisher of the Times, was purchased by the Tribune Company[image: External link] of Chicago, Illinois[image: External link], ending one of the final examples of a family-controlled metropolitan daily newspaper in the United States. (The New York Times, The Seattle Times[image: External link] and others remain.)

On April 2, 2007, the Tribune Company announced its acceptance of real estate entrepreneur Sam Zell[image: External link]'s offer to buy the Chicago Tribune[image: External link], the Los Angeles Times, and all other company assets. Zell announced that he would sell the Chicago Cubs[image: External link] baseball club. He put up for sale the company's 25 percent interest in Comcast SportsNet[image: External link] Chicago. Until shareholder approval was received, Los Angeles billionaires Ron Burkle[image: External link] and Eli Broad[image: External link] had the right to submit a higher bid, in which case Zell would have received a $25 million buyout fee.[13]

In December 2008, the Tribune Company filed for bankruptcy protection. The bankruptcy was a result of declining advertising revenue and a debt load of $12.9 billion, much of it incurred when the paper was taken private by Zell.[14]
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 Editorial changes and staff reductions




John Carroll[image: External link], former editor of the Baltimore Sun[image: External link], was brought in to restore the luster of the newspaper. During his reign at the Times he eliminated more than 200 jobs, but despite an operating profit margin of 20 percent, the Tribune executives were unsatisfied with returns, and by 2005 Carroll had left the newspaper. His successor, Dean Baquet[image: External link], refused to impose the additional cutbacks mandated by the Tribune Company.

Baquet was the first African-American to hold this type of editorial position at a top-tier daily. During Baquet and Carroll's time at the paper, it won 13 Pulitzer Prizes[image: External link], more than any other paper but the New York Times.[15] However, Baquet was removed from the editorship for not meeting the demands of the Tribune Group — as was publisher Jeffrey Johnson — and was replaced by James O'Shea of the Chicago Tribune. O'Shea himself left in January 2008 after a budget dispute with publisher David Hiller[image: External link].

The paper's content and design style was overhauled several times in attempts to increase circulation. In 2000, a major change reorganized the news sections (related news was put closer together) and changed the "Local" section to the "California" section with more extensive coverage. Another major change in 2005 saw the Sunday "Opinion" section retitled the Sunday "Current" section, with a radical change in its presentation and featured columnists. There were regular cross-promotions[image: External link] with Tribune-owned television station KTLA to bring evening-news viewers into the Times fold.

The paper reported on July 3, 2008, that it planned to cut 250 jobs by Labor Day[image: External link] and reduce the number of published pages by 15 percent.[16][17] That included about 17 percent of the news staff, as part of the newly private media company's mandate to reduce costs. "We've tried to get ahead of all the change that's occurring in the business and get to an organization and size that will be sustainable," Hiller said.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The changes and cuts were controversial, prompting criticism from such disparate sources as a Jewish Journal commentary[image: External link], an anonymously written employee blog called Tell Zell[image: External link] and a satirical Web site, Not the L.A. Times[image: External link].

In January 2009, the Times increased its single copy price from 50 to 75 cents[18] and eliminated the separate California/Metro section, folding it into the front section of the newspaper. The Times also announced seventy job cuts in news and editorial, or a 10 percent cut in payroll.[19]

In September 2015, in an apparent struggle over localized versus corporate control,[20] Austin Beutner[image: External link], the publisher and chief executive, was replaced by Timothy E. Ryan[image: External link].[21]

On October 5, 2015, Poynter Institute[image: External link] reported that "'At least 50' editorial positions will be culled from the Los Angeles Times" through a buyout.[22] On this subject, The Los Angeles Times reported with foresight: "For the 'funemployed,' unemployment is welcome."[23] Nancy Cleeland,[24] who took O'Shea's buyout offer, did so because of "frustration with the paper's coverage of working people and organized labor"[25] (the beat that earned her Pulitzer[24]). She speculated that the paper's revenue shortfall could be reversed by expanding coverage of economic justice[image: External link] topics, which she believed were increasingly relevant to Southern California[image: External link]; she cited the paper's attempted hiring of a "celebrity justice reporter" as an example of the wrong approach.[25]
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 Circulation




The Times's reported daily circulation in October 2010 was 600,449,[26] down from a peak of 1,225,189 daily and 1,514,096 Sunday in April of 1990.[27][28]

Some attributed the drop in circulation to the increasing availability of alternate methods of obtaining news, such as the Internet, cable TV and radio[citation needed[image: External link]]. Others believed that the drop was due to the retirement of circulation director Bert Tiffany. Still others thought the decline was a side effect of a succession of short-lived editors who were appointed by publisher Mark Willes after publisher Otis Chandler[image: External link] relinquished day-to-day control in 1995.[8] Willes, the former president of General Mills[image: External link], was criticized for his lack of understanding of the newspaper business, and was derisively referred to by reporters and editors as The Cereal Killer.[29]

Other reasons offered for the circulation drop included an increase in the single-copy price from 25 cents to 50 cents[30] and a rise in the proportion of readers preferring to read the online version instead of the print version.[31] Editor Jim O'Shea, in an internal memo announcing a May 2007, mostly voluntary, reduction in force[image: External link], characterized the decrease in circulation as an "industry-wide problem" which the paper had to counter by "growing rapidly on-line," "break[ing] news on the Web and explain[ing] and analyz[ing] it in our newspaper."[32]



In early 2006, the Times closed its San Fernando Valley[image: External link] printing plant, leaving press operations to the Olympic plant and to Orange County[image: External link]. Also in 2006, the Times announced its circulation had fallen to 851,532, down 5.4 percent from 2005. The Times's loss of circulation was the largest of the top ten newspapers in the U.S.[33]

Despite the circulation decline, many in the media industry lauded the newspaper's effort to decrease its reliance on "other-paid" circulation in favor of building its "individually paid" circulation base — which showed a marginal increase in a circulation audit. This distinction reflected the difference between, for example, copies distributed to hotel guests free of charge (other-paid) versus subscriptions and single-copy sales (individually paid).[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Internet presence and free weeklies




In December 2006, a team of Times reporters delivered management with a critique of the paper's online news efforts known as the Spring Street Project.[34] The report, which condemned the Times as a "web-stupid" organization,"[34] was followed by a shakeup in management of the paper's website,[35] www.latimes.com[image: External link], and a rebuke of print staffers who had assertedly "treated change as a threat."[36]

On July 10, 2007, Times launched a local Metromix[image: External link] site targeting live entertainment for young adults.[37] A free weekly tabloid[image: External link] print edition of Metromix Los Angeles followed in February 2008; the publication was the Times' first stand-alone print weekly.[38] In 2009, the Times shut down Metromix and replaced it with Brand X, a blog site[image: External link] and free weekly tabloid targeting young, social networking[image: External link] readers.[39] Brand X launched in March 2009; the Brand X tabloid ceased publication in June 2011 and the website was shut down the following month.[40]
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It was revealed in 1999 that a revenue-sharing arrangement was in place between the Times and Staples Center[image: External link] in the preparation of a 168-page magazine about the opening of the sports arena. The magazine's editors and writers were not informed of the agreement, which breached the Chinese wall[image: External link] that traditionally has separated advertising from journalistic functions at American newspapers. Publisher Mark Willes also had not prevented advertisers from pressuring reporters in other sections of the newspaper to write stories favorable to their point of view.[41]

Michael Kinsley[image: External link] was hired as the Opinion and Editorial ( Op-Ed[image: External link]) Editor in April 2004 to help improve the quality of the opinion pieces. His role was controversial, as he forced writers to take a more decisive stance on issues. In 2005, he created a Wikitorial[image: External link], the first Wiki[image: External link] by a major news organization. Although it failed, readers could combine forces to produce their own editorial pieces. He resigned later that year.

On November 12, 2005, new Op-Ed Editor Andrés Martinez[image: External link] shook things up by announcing the firing of liberal op-ed columnist Robert Scheer[image: External link] and conservative editorial cartoonist Michael Ramirez[image: External link], replacing the two with a more diversified lineup of regular columnists.

The Times has also come under controversy for its decision to drop the weekday edition of the Garfield[image: External link] comic strip in 2005, in favor of a hipper comic strip Brevity[image: External link], while retaining the Sunday edition. Garfield was dropped altogether shortly thereafter.[42]

Following the Republican Party[image: External link]'s defeat in the 2006 mid-term elections[image: External link], an Opinion piece published on November 19, 2006, by Joshua Muravchik[image: External link], a leading neoconservative[image: External link] and a resident scholar at the conservative American Enterprise Institute[image: External link], was titled BOMB IRAN. The article shocked some readers, with its hawkish comments in support of more unilateral action by the United States, this time against Iran.[43]

On March 22, 2007, editorial page editor Andrés Martinez[image: External link] resigned following an alleged scandal centering on his girlfriend's professional relationship with a Hollywood producer who had been asked to guest edit a section in the newspaper.[44] In an open letter written upon leaving the paper, Martinez criticized the publication for allowing the Chinese Wall[image: External link] between the news and editorial departments to be weakened, accusing news staffers of lobbying the opinion desk.[45]

Further information: Andrés_Martinez_(editor) § .22Grazergate.22_Controversy[image: External link]


The Times drew fire for a last-minute story before the 2003 California recall election[image: External link] alleging that gubernatorial[image: External link] candidate Arnold Schwarzenegger groped scores of women during his movie career. Columnist Jill Stewart[image: External link] wrote on the American Reporter website that the Times did not do a story on allegations that former Governor Gray Davis[image: External link] had verbally and physically abused women in his office and that the Schwarzenegger story relied on a number of anonymous sources. Further, she said, four of the six alleged victims were not named. She also said that in the case of the Davis allegations, the Times decided against printing the Davis story because of its reliance on anonymous sources. [46] [47] The American Society of Newspaper Editors[image: External link] said that the Times lost more than 10,000 subscribers because of the negative publicity surrounding the Schwarzenegger article.[48]
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 Pulitzer prizes




In 2016, the Times won the breaking news Pulitzer prize for its coverage of the mass shooting in San Bernardino[image: External link], California.[49]

Through 2014, the Times had won 41 Pulitzers[image: External link], including four in editorial cartooning, and one each in spot news reporting for the 1965 Watts Riots[image: External link] and the 1992 Los Angeles riots[image: External link].[50]

Times sportswriter Jim Murray[image: External link] won a Pulitzer in 1990.

Times investigative reporters Chuck Philips[image: External link] and Michael Hiltzik[image: External link] won the Pulitzer in 1999[51] for a year-long series that exposed corruption in the music business.[52]

Times journalist David Willman[image: External link] won the 2001 Pulitzer Prize for Investigative Reporting[image: External link]; the organization cited "his pioneering expose of seven unsafe prescription drugs that had been approved by the Food and Drug Administration, and an analysis of the policy reforms that had reduced the agency's effectiveness."[53] In 2004[image: External link], the paper won five prizes, which is the third-most by any paper in one year (behind The New York Times in 2002[image: External link] (7) and The Washington Post in 2008[image: External link] (6)).

Times reporters Bettina Boxall and Julie Cart won a Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] for Explanatory Reporting in 2009 "for their fresh and painstaking exploration into the cost and effectiveness of attempts to combat the growing menace of wildfires across the western United States."[54]

In 2011 Barbara Davidson[image: External link] was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Feature Photography "for her intimate story of innocent victims trapped in the city's crossfire of deadly gang violence."[55]
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 Competition and rivalry




In the 19th century, the chief competition to the Times was the Los Angeles Herald[image: External link], followed by the smaller Los Angeles Tribune[image: External link]. In December 1903, newspaper magnate William Randolph Hearst[image: External link] began publishing the Los Angeles Examiner[image: External link] as a direct morning competitor to the Times.[56] In the 20th century, the Los Angeles Express[image: External link] was an afternoon competitor, as was Manchester Boddy[image: External link]'s Los Angeles Daily News[image: External link], a Democratic newspaper.[57]

By the mid-1940s, the Times was the leading newspaper in terms of circulation in the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link]. In 1948, it launched the Los Angeles Mirror, an afternoon tabloid, to compete with both the Daily News and the merged Herald-Express. In 1954, the Mirror absorbed the Daily News. The combined paper, the Mirror-News, ceased publication in 1962, when the Hearst afternoon Herald-Express[image: External link] and the morning Los Angeles Examiner[image: External link] merged to become the Herald-Examiner[image: External link].[58]

The Herald-Examiner[image: External link] published its last number in 1989. Today the second-largest daily newspaper in Los Angeles is the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]-based Los Angeles Daily News[image: External link] (unrelated to the aforementioned defunct publication).
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 Special editions
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 Midwinter and midsummer
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 Midwinter




For 69 years, from 1885[59] until 1954, the Times issued on New Year's Day a special annual Midwinter Number or Midwinter Edition that extolled the virtues of Southern California. At first it was called the "Trade Number," and in 1886 it featured a special press run of "extra scope and proportions"; that is, "a twenty-four-page paper, and we hope to make it the finest exponent of this [Southern California] country that ever existed."[60] Two years later, the edition had grown to "forty-eight handsome pages (9x15 inches), [which] stitched for convenience and better preservation," was "equivalent to a 150-page book."[61] The last use of the phrase Trade Number was in 1895, when the edition had grown to thirty-six pages split among three separate sections.[62]

The Midwinter Number drew acclamations from other newspapers, including this one from the Kansas City Star in 1923:


It is made up of five magazines with a total of 240 pages – the maximum size possible under the postal regulations. It goes into every detail of information about Los Angeles and Southern California that the heart could desire. It is virtually a cyclopedia on the subject. It drips official statistics. In addition it verifies the statistics with a profusion of illustration. . . . it is a remarkable combination of guidebook and travel magazine.[63]



In 1948 the Midwinter Edition, as it was then called, had grown to "7 big picture magazines in beautiful rotogravure[image: External link] reproduction."[64] The last mention of the Midwinter Edition was in a Times advertisement on January 10, 1954.[65]
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 Midsummer




Between 1891 and 1895, the Times also issued a similar Midsummer Number, the first one with the theme "The Land and Its Fruits".[66] Because of its issue date in September, the edition was in 1891 called the Midsummer Harvest Number.[67]
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 Zoned editions and subsidiaries




Main article: Los Angeles Times suburban sections[image: External link]


In the 1990s, the Times published various editions catering to far-flung areas. Editions included a Ventura County[image: External link] edition, an Inland Empire[image: External link] edition, a San Diego County[image: External link] edition, and a "National Edition" that was distributed to Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]. The National Edition was closed in December 2004.

Some of these editions were folded into Our Times, a group of community supplements included in editions of the regular Los Angeles Metro[image: External link] newspaper.

A subsidiary, Times Community Newspapers, publishes the Burbank Leader[image: External link], Coastline Pilot of Laguna Beach[image: External link], Crescenta Valley Sun, Daily Pilot of Newport Beach[image: External link] and Costa Mesa[image: External link], Glendale News-Press[image: External link], Huntington Beach Independent[image: External link] and La Cañada Valley Sun.[68]
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 Features




Among the Times' staff are columnists Steve Lopez[image: External link] and Patt Morrison[image: External link], food critic Jonathan Gold[image: External link], television critic Mary McNamara[image: External link] and film critic Kenneth Turan[image: External link]. Sports columnists include Bill Plaschke[image: External link], who is also a panelist on ESPN[image: External link]'s Around the Horn[image: External link], and Helene Elliott[image: External link], the first female sportswriter to be inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame[image: External link].

One of the Times' features is "Column One", a feature that appears daily on the front page to the left-hand side. Established in September 1968, it is a place for the weird and the interesting; in the How Far Can a Piano Fly? (a compilation of Column One stories) introduction, Patt Morrison[image: External link] writes that the column's purpose is to elicit a "Gee, that's interesting, I didn't know that" type of reaction.

The Times also embarked on a number of investigative journalism[image: External link] pieces. A series in December 2004 on the King/Drew Medical Center[image: External link] in Los Angeles led to a Pulitzer Prize and a more thorough coverage of the hospital's troubled history. Lopez wrote a five-part series on the civic and humanitarian disgrace of Los Angeles' Skid Row[image: External link], which became the focus of a 2009 motion picture, The Soloist[image: External link]. It also won 62 awards at the SND awards.
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 Promotion
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 Festival of Books




In 1996, the Times started the annual Los Angeles Times Festival of Books[image: External link], in association with the University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link]. It has panel discussions, exhibits, and stages during two days at the end of April each year.[69] In 2011, the Festival of Books was moved to the University of Southern California[image: External link].[70]
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 Book prizes




Main article: Los Angeles Times Book Prize[image: External link]


Since 1980, the Times has awarded annual book prizes. The categories are now biography, current interest, fiction, first fiction, history, mystery/thriller, poetry, science and technology, and young adult fiction. In addition, the Robert Kirsch Award[image: External link] is presented annually to a living author with a substantial connection to the American West whose contribution to American letters deserves special recognition".[71]
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 Book publishing




The Times Mirror Corporation has also owned a number of book publishers over the years including New American Library[image: External link], C.V. Mosby[image: External link], as well as Harry N. Abrams[image: External link].[72]

In 1960 Times Mirror of Los Angeles bought the book publisher New American Library[image: External link] known for publishing affordable paperback reprints of classics and other scholarly works.[73] The NAL continued to operate autonomously from New York and within the Mirror Company. And in 1983 Odyssey Partners and Ira J. Hechler bought NAL from the Times Mirror Company for over $50 million.[72]

In 1967 Times Mirror acquired C.V. Mosby Company a professional publisher and merged it over the years with several other professional publishers including Resource Application, Inc., Year Book Medical Publishers, Wolfe Publishing Ltd., PSG Publishing Company, B.C. Decker, Inc., among others. Eventually in 1998 Mosby is then sold to Harcourt Brace & Company to form the Elsevier Health Sciences group.[74]
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 Broadcasting activities




The Times-Mirror Company was a founding owner of television station KTTV[image: External link] in Los Angeles[image: External link], which opened in January 1949. It became that station's sole owner in 1951, after re-acquiring the minority shares it had sold to CBS[image: External link] in 1948. Times-Mirror also purchased a former motion picture studio, Nassour Studios[image: External link], in Hollywood[image: External link] in 1950, which was then used to consolidate KTTV's operations. Later to be known as Metromedia Square[image: External link], the studio was sold along with KTTV to Metromedia[image: External link] in 1963.

After a seven-year hiatus from the medium, the firm reactivated Times-Mirror Broadcasting Company with its 1970 purchase of the Dallas Times Herald[image: External link] and its radio and television stations, KRLD-AM[image: External link]- FM[image: External link]-TV in Dallas[image: External link].[75] The Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] granted an exemption of its cross-ownership[image: External link] policy and allowed Times-Mirror to retain the newspaper and the television outlet, which was renamed KDFW-TV[image: External link].

Times-Mirror Broadcasting later acquired KTBC-TV[image: External link] in Austin, Texas[image: External link] in 1973;[76] and in 1980 purchased a group of stations owned by Newhouse Newspapers[image: External link]: WAPI-TV (now WVTM-TV[image: External link]) in Birmingham, Alabama[image: External link]; KTVI[image: External link] in St. Louis[image: External link]; WSYR-TV (now WSTM-TV[image: External link]) in Syracuse, New York[image: External link] and its satellite station WSYE-TV (now WETM-TV[image: External link]) in Elmira, New York[image: External link]; and WTPA-TV (now WHTM-TV[image: External link]) in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania[image: External link].[77] The company also entered the field of cable television, servicing the Phoenix[image: External link] and San Diego[image: External link] areas, amongst others. They were originally titled Times-Mirror Cable, and were later renamed to Dimension Cable Television. Similarly, they also attempted to enter the pay-TV market, with the Spotlight[image: External link] movie network; it wasn't successful and was quickly shut down. The cable systems were sold in the mid-1990s to Cox Communications[image: External link].

Times-Mirror also pared its station group down, selling off the Syracuse, Elmira and Harrisburg properties in 1986.[78] The remaining four outlets were packaged to a new upstart holding company, Argyle Television, in 1993.[79] These stations were acquired by New World Communications[image: External link] shortly thereafter and became key components in a sweeping shift of network-station affiliations which occurred between 1994–1995[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Stations






	City of license[image: External link] / market[image: External link]
	Station
	Channel

TV[image: External link] / ( RF[image: External link])
	Years owned
	Current ownership status



	Birmingham[image: External link]
	WVTM-TV[image: External link]
	13 (13)
	1980–1993
	NBC affiliate owned by Hearst Television[image: External link]



	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	KTTV[image: External link] 1
	11 (11)
	1949–1963
	Fox[image: External link] owned-and-operated ( O&O[image: External link])



	St. Louis[image: External link]
	KTVI[image: External link]
	2 (43)
	1980–1993
	Fox affiliate owned by Tribune Broadcasting[image: External link]



	Elmira, New York[image: External link]
	WETM-TV[image: External link]
	18 (18)
	1980–1986
	NBC affiliate owned by Nexstar Media Group[image: External link]



	Syracuse, New York[image: External link]
	WSTM-TV[image: External link]
	3 (24)
	1980–1986
	NBC affiliate owned by Sinclair Broadcast Group[image: External link]



	Harrisburg[image: External link] - Lancaster[image: External link] -

Lebanon[image: External link] - York[image: External link]
	WHTM-TV[image: External link]
	27 (10)
	1980–1986
	ABC[image: External link] affiliate owned by Nexstar Media Group



	Austin, Texas[image: External link]
	KTBC-TV[image: External link]
	7 (7)
	1973–1993
	Fox owned-and-operated (O&O)



	Dallas[image: External link] - Fort Worth[image: External link]
	KDFW-TV[image: External link] 2
	4 (35)
	1970–1993
	Fox owned-and-operated (O&O)




Notes:


	
1 Co-owned with CBS[image: External link] until 1951 in a joint venture[image: External link] (51% owned by Times-Mirror, 49% owned by CBS);

	
2 Purchased along with KRLD-AM[image: External link]- FM[image: External link] as part of Times-Mirror's acquisition of the Dallas Times Herald[image: External link]. Times-Mirror sold the radio stations to comply with FCC cross-ownership restrictions.
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 Notable employees
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 Writers and editors







	

	
Dean Baquet[image: External link], editor 2000–07

	
Martin Baron[image: External link], assistant managing editor 1979-96

	
James Bassett[image: External link], reporter, editor 1934-71

	
Skip Bayless[image: External link], sportswriter 1976–78

	
Barry Bearak[image: External link], reporter 1982–97

	
Jim Bellows[image: External link] (1922–2005), editor 1967–74

	
Sheila Benson[image: External link], film critic 1981–91

	
Martin Bernheimer[image: External link], music critic, 1982 Pulitzer Prize for Criticism[image: External link]


	
Bettina Boxall[image: External link], reporter, 2009 Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]


	
Jeff Brazil[image: External link], reporter 1993–2000

	
Harry Carr[image: External link] (1877–1936), reporter, columnist, editor

	
John Carroll[image: External link], editor 2000–05

	
Julie Cart[image: External link], reporter, 2009 Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]


	
Charles Champlin[image: External link] (1926–2014), film critic 1965–80

	
Michael Cieply[image: External link], entertainment writer

	
Shelby Coffey III[image: External link], editor 1989–97

	
K.C. Cole[image: External link], science writer

	
Michael Connelly[image: External link], crime reporter, novelist

	
Borzou Daragahi[image: External link], Beirut bureau chief

	
Manohla Dargis, film critic

	
Meghan Daum[image: External link], columnist

	
Anthony Day[image: External link] (1933–2007), op-ed writer, editor 1969–89

	
Frank del Olmo[image: External link] (1948–2004), reporter, editor 1970–2004

	
Al Delugach[image: External link] (1925–2015), reporter 1970–89

	
Barbara Demick[image: External link], Beijing bureau chief, author

	
Robert J. Donovan[image: External link] (1912–2003), Washington bureau chief

	
Mike Downey[image: External link], columnist 1985–2001

	
Bob Drogin[image: External link], national political reporter

	
Roscoe Drummond[image: External link] (1902–1983), syndicated columnist

	
E.V. Durling[image: External link] (1893–1957), columnist 1936–39

	
Bill Dwyre[image: External link], sports editor and columnist 1981–2015

	
William J. Eaton[image: External link] (1930–2005), correspondent 1984–1994

	
Richard Eder[image: External link] (1932–2014), book critic, 1987 Pulitzer Prize for Criticism[image: External link]


	
Gordon Edes[image: External link], sportswriter 1980–89

	
Helene Elliott[image: External link], sports columnist

	
Leonard Feather[image: External link] (1914–1994), jazz critic

	
Dexter Filkins[image: External link], foreign correspondent 1996–99

	
Nikki Finke[image: External link], entertainment reporter

	
Thomas Francis Ford[image: External link] (1873–1958), member of U.S. Congress, literary and rotogravure editor, only person sent to L.A. City Council by write-in

	
Douglas Frantz[image: External link], managing editor 2005–07

	
Jeffrey Gettleman[image: External link], Atlanta bureau chief 1999–2002

	
Jonathan Gold[image: External link], food writer, 2007 Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]


	
Patrick Goldstein[image: External link], film columnist 2000–12

	
Carl Greenberg[image: External link] (1908–1984), political writer

	
Joyce Haber[image: External link], gossip columnist 1966–75

	
Bill Henry[image: External link] (1890–1970), columnist 1939–70

	
Robert Hilburn[image: External link], music writer, 1970–2005

	
Michael Hiltzik[image: External link], investigative reporter, 1999 Pulitzer Prize for Beat Reporting[image: External link]


	
Hedda Hopper[image: External link] (1885-1966), Hollywood columnist 1938-66

	
L. D. Hotchkiss[image: External link] (1893–1964), editor 1922–58

	
Pete Johnson[image: External link], rock critic 1960s

	
David Cay Johnston[image: External link], reporter 1976–88

	
Philip P. Kerby[image: External link], 1976 Pulitzer Prize for Criticism[image: External link]


	
Ann Killion[image: External link], sportswriter 1987-88

	
Grace Kingsley[image: External link] (1874-1962), film columnist 1914-33

	
Michael Kinsley[image: External link], op-ed page editor 2004-05

	
William Knoedelseder[image: External link], business writer

	
David Lamb[image: External link] (1940-2016), correspondent 1970–2004

	
David Laventhol[image: External link] (1933–2015), publisher 1989–94

	
David Lazarus[image: External link], business columnist

	
Rick Loomis[image: External link], photojournalist, 2007 Pulitzer Prize for Explanatory Reporting[image: External link]


	
Stuart Loory[image: External link] (1937–2015), White House correspondent 1967–71

	
Steve Lopez[image: External link], columnist

	
Charles Fletcher Lummis[image: External link] (1859–1928), city editor 1884–88

	Allan Malamud (1942–1996), sports columnist 1989–1996

	Al Martinez (1929–2015), columnist 1984–2009

	
Andres Martinez[image: External link], op-ed page editor 2004–07

	
Dennis McDougal[image: External link], reporter 1982–92

	
Usha Lee McFarling[image: External link], reporter, 2007 Pulitzer Prize for Explanatory Reporting[image: External link]


	
Kristine McKenna[image: External link], music journalist 1977–98

	
Mary McNamara[image: External link], TV critic, 2015 Pulitzer Prize for Criticism[image: External link]





	

	
Doyle McManus[image: External link], Washington bureau chief

	
Charles McNulty[image: External link], theater critic

	
Alan Miller[image: External link], 2003 Pulitzer Prize for National Reporting[image: External link]


	
T. Christian Miller[image: External link], investigative journalist 1999–2008

	
Kay Mills[image: External link], editorial writer 1978–91

	
Carolina Miranda[image: External link], arts and culture critic 2014-present

	
J.R. Moehringer[image: External link], feature writing, 2000 Pulitzer Prize for Feature Writing[image: External link]


	
Patt Morrison[image: External link], columnist

	
Suzanne Muchnic[image: External link], art critic 1978–2009

	
Kim Murphy[image: External link], assistant managing editor for foreign and national news, 2005 Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]


	
Jim Murray[image: External link] (1919–1998), sports columnist, 1990 Pulitzer Prize for Commentary[image: External link]


	
Sonia Nazario[image: External link], feature writing, 2003 Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]


	
Dan Neil[image: External link], columnist, 2004 Pulitzer Prize for Criticism[image: External link]


	
Chuck Neubauer[image: External link], investigative journalist

	
Ross Newhan[image: External link], baseball writer 1967–2004

	
Jack Nelson[image: External link] (1929–2009), political reporter, 1960 Pulitzer Prize for Local Reporting[image: External link] in 1960[80]


	
Anne-Marie O'Connor[image: External link], reporter

	
Nicolai Ouroussoff[image: External link], architectural critic

	
Scot J. Paltrow[image: External link], financial journalist 1988–97

	
Bill Plaschke[image: External link], sports columnist

	
Michael Parks[image: External link], foreign correspondent, editor, 1987 Pulitzer Prize for International Reporting[image: External link]


	
Russ Parsons[image: External link], food writer

	
Mike Penner[image: External link] (1957–2009) (Christine Daniels[image: External link]), sportswriter

	
Chuck Philips[image: External link], investigative reporter, 1999 Pulitzer Prize for Beat Reporting[image: External link]


	
Michael Phillips[image: External link], film critic

	Alex Raksin, editorial writing, 2002 Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]


	
George Ramos[image: External link] (1947–2011), reporter 1978–2003

	
Ruth Reichl[image: External link], restaurant and food writer 1984–93

	
Rick Reilly[image: External link], sportswriter 1983–85

	
James Risen[image: External link], investigative journalist 1984–98

	
Howard Rosenberg[image: External link], TV critic, 1985 Pulitzer Prize for Criticism[image: External link]


	
Tim Rutten[image: External link], columnist 1971–2011

	
Ruth Ryon[image: External link] (1944–2014), real-estate writer 1977–2008

	
Morrie Ryskind[image: External link], feature writer 1960–71

	Kevin Sack, Pulitzer Prize for National Reporting[image: External link] in 2003

	
Ruben Salazar[image: External link] (1928–1970), reporter, correspondent 1959–70

	
Robert Scheer[image: External link], national correspondent 1976–93

	
Lee Shippey[image: External link] (1884–1969), columnist 1927–49

	
David Shaw[image: External link] (1943–2005), 1991 Pulitzer Prize for Criticism[image: External link]


	Gaylord D. Shaw, reporter, 1978 Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]


	
Gene Sherman[image: External link] (1915–1969), reporter, 1960 Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]


	
Barry Siegel[image: External link], feature writing, 2002 Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]


	
T. J. Simers[image: External link], sports columnist 1990–2013

	
Jack Smith[image: External link] (1916–1996), columnist 1953–96

	
Bob Sipchen[image: External link], editorial writing, 2002 Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]


	Cecil Smith (1917–2009), drama and TV critic 1947–82

	
Frank Sotomayor[image: External link], reporter, editor

	
Bill Stall[image: External link] (1937–2008), editorial writing, 2004 Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]


	
Joel Stein[image: External link], columnist

	
Jill Stewart[image: External link], reporter 1984–91

	
Rone Tempest[image: External link], investigative reporter 1976–2007

	
Kevin Thomas[image: External link], film critic 1962–2005

	
William F. Thomas[image: External link] (1924–2014), editor 1971–89

	
Hector Tobar[image: External link], columnist, book critic

	
William Tuohy[image: External link] (1926-2009), foreign correspondent, 1969 Pulitzer Prize for International Reporting[image: External link]


	
Kenneth Turan[image: External link], film critic

	
Peter Wallsten[image: External link], national political reporter

	
Matt Weinstock[image: External link] (1903–1970), columnist

	
Kenneth R. Weiss[image: External link], 2007 Pulitzer Prize for Explanatory Reporting[image: External link]


	
Nick Williams[image: External link] (1906–1992), editor 1958–71

	
David Willman[image: External link], 2001 Pulitzer Prize for Investigative Reporting[image: External link]


	
Michael Wines[image: External link], correspondent 1984–88

	
Jules Witcover[image: External link], Washington correspondent 1970–72

	
Gene Wojciechowski[image: External link], sportswriter 1986–96

	
Willard Huntington Wright[image: External link] (1888–1939), literary editor

	Paul B. Zimmerman (1904–1996), sports editor 1939–68
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 Cartoonists







	

	
Paul Francis Conrad[image: External link] (1924–2010), Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] in 1964, 1971, 1984

	
David Horsey[image: External link], Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] in 1999, 2003

	
Frank Interlandi[image: External link] (1924–2010)




	

	
Michael Patrick Ramirez[image: External link], Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] in 1994, 2008

	
Bruce Russell[image: External link], Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] in 1946
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 Photographers







	

	
Don Bartletti[image: External link], Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] in 2003

	
Carolyn Cole[image: External link], Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] in 2004

	
Rick Corrales[image: External link] (1957–2005), photographer 1981–95

	
Mary Nogueras Frampton[image: External link], one of the paper's first female photographers

	
Jose Galvez[image: External link], photographer 1980–92

	
John L. Gaunt, Jr.[image: External link], Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] in 1955




	

	
Rick Loomis[image: External link], photojournalist, 2007 Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]


	
Anacleto Rapping[image: External link], multiple Pulitzer Prizes[image: External link]


	
George Rose[image: External link], photojournalist 1977–83

	
George Strock[image: External link], photojournalist of the 1930s

	
Annie Wells[image: External link], photojournalist 1997–2008

	
Clarence Williams[image: External link], Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] in 1998
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Jodie Foster






Alicia Christian "Jodie" Foster (born November 19, 1962)[1] is an American actress and filmmaker who has worked in films and on television. She has often been cited as one of the best actresses of her generation.[2][3] Foster began her career at the age of three as a child model in 1965, and two years later moved to acting in television series, with the sitcom Mayberry R.F.D.[image: External link] being her debut. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, she worked in several primetime television series and starred in children's films. Foster's breakthrough came in Martin Scorsese[image: External link]'s Taxi Driver[image: External link] (1976), in which she played a teenage prostitute; the role garnered her a nomination for an Academy Award[image: External link]. Her other critically acclaimed roles as a teenager were in the musical Bugsy Malone[image: External link] (1976) and the thriller The Little Girl Who Lives Down the Lane[image: External link] (1976), and she became a popular teen idol by starring in Disney[image: External link]'s Freaky Friday[image: External link] (1976), Candleshoe[image: External link] (1977) and Foxes[image: External link] (1980).

After attending college at Yale, Foster struggled to transition to adult roles until winning widespread critical acclaim for her portrayal of a rape survivor in The Accused[image: External link] (1988), for which she won several awards, including an Academy Award and a Golden Globe[image: External link]. She won her second Academy Award three years later for her role in the sleeper hit[image: External link] The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link], where she played Clarice Starling[image: External link], an FBI trainee investigating a serial murder[image: External link] case. Foster made her debut as a film director the same year with the moderately successful Little Man Tate[image: External link] (1991), and founded her own production company, Egg Pictures, in 1992. The company's first production was Nell[image: External link] (1994), in which she also played the title role, gaining another nomination for an Academy Award. Her other films in the 1990s included period drama Sommersby[image: External link], Western[image: External link] comedy Maverick[image: External link] (1994), science fiction film[image: External link] Contact[image: External link] (1997), and period drama Anna and the King[image: External link] (1999). Her second film direction, Home for the Holidays[image: External link] (1995), was not well-received commercially, while critical reviews were mixed.

After career setbacks in the early 2000s, which included the cancellation of a film project and the closing down of her production company, Foster starred in four thrillers, Panic Room[image: External link] (2002), Flightplan[image: External link] (2005), Inside Man[image: External link] (2006) and The Brave One[image: External link] (2007). She has focused on directing in the 2010s, directing the films The Beaver (2011) and Money Monster[image: External link] (2016), as well as episodes for Netflix[image: External link] television series Orange is the New Black[image: External link] and House of Cards[image: External link]. She also starred in the film Elysium[image: External link] (2013). In addition to her two Academy Awards, Foster has won three BAFTA Awards[image: External link], three Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], a Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link] and the Cecil B DeMille Award[image: External link].
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 Early life and education




Foster was born on November 19, 1962 in Los Angeles, as the youngest child of Evelyn Ella "Brandy" (née Almond) and Lucius Fisher Foster III. Her father came from a wealthy Chicago[image: External link] family, whose forebears included John Alden[image: External link], who had arrived in North America on the Mayflower[image: External link] in 1620.[4][5] He was a Yale University[image: External link] graduate and a decorated U.S. Air Force[image: External link] lieutenant colonel[image: External link], and made his career as a real estate broker.[4] He had already been married once and had three sons from the union before marrying Brandy in Las Vegas[image: External link] in 1953.[5] Brandy Foster was of German heritage and grew up in Rockford, Illinois[image: External link].[6] Foster also has Irish roots, with ancestry that can be traced back to County Cork[image: External link].[7] Before Foster's birth, she and Lucius had three other children: daughters Lucinda "Cindy" Foster (b. 1954) and Constance "Connie" Foster (b. 1955), and son Lucius Fisher "Buddy" Foster[image: External link] (b. 1957).[5] Their marriage ended before Foster was born, and she never established a relationship with her father.[4][8][9] Following the divorce, Brandy raised the children with her partner in Los Angeles.[10] She worked as a publicist[image: External link] for film producer Arthur P. Jacobs[image: External link], until focusing on managing the acting careers of Buddy and Jodie.[4][5][8] Although Foster was officially named Alicia, her siblings began calling her "Jodie", and the name stuck.[11]

Foster was a gifted child, and learned to read at the age of three.[4][8] She attended a French-language prep school[image: External link], the Lycée Français de Los Angeles[image: External link].[8] Her fluency in French has enabled her to act in French films, and she also dubs[image: External link] herself in French-language versions of most of her English-language films.[4][12][13] She also understands Italian although does not speak it,[14] as well as a little Spanish[15] and German.[16] At her graduation in 1980, she delivered the valedictory[image: External link] address for the school's French division.[8] Already a successful actor, Foster attended Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut[image: External link].[9][17] She majored in literature, writing her thesis on Toni Morrison[image: External link], and graduated magna cum laude[image: External link] in 1985.[4][18][19] She returned to Yale in 1993 to address the graduating class, and was awarded an honorary Doctor of Fine Arts[image: External link] degree in 1997.[20][21]
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 Career
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 1965–75: Early work




Foster's career began with an appearance as the Coppertone girl[image: External link] in a television advertisement in 1965, when she was only three years old.[8][22] Her mother had originally intended only for her older brother Buddy to audition for the ad, but had taken Jodie with them to the casting call, where she was noticed by the casting agents.[5][8][22] The television spot led to more advertisement work, and in 1968 to a minor appearance in the sitcom[image: External link] Mayberry R.F.D.[image: External link], in which her brother starred.[8][23] In the following years Foster continued working in advertisements and appeared in over fifty television shows; she and her brother became the breadwinners of the family during this time.[5][22] Although most of Foster's television appearances were minor, she had recurring roles in The Courtship of Eddie's Father[image: External link] (1969–1971) and Bob & Carol & Ted & Alice[image: External link] (1973), and starred opposite Christopher Connelly[image: External link] in the short-lived Paper Moon[image: External link] (1974), adapted from the hit film[image: External link].[22]

Foster also appeared in films, mostly for Disney[image: External link].[22] After a role in the television film Menace on the Mountain (1970), she made her feature film debut in Napoleon and Samantha[image: External link] (1972), playing a girl who becomes friends with a boy, played by Johnny Whitaker[image: External link], and his pet lion. She was accidentally grabbed by the lion on set, which left her with permanent scars on her back.[24] Her other early film work includes the Raquel Welch vehicle Kansas City Bomber[image: External link] (1972), the Western[image: External link] One Little Indian[image: External link] (1973), the Mark Twain[image: External link] adaptation Tom Sawyer[image: External link] (1973), and Martin Scorsese[image: External link]'s Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link] (1974), in which she appeared in a supporting role as a " Ripple[image: External link]-drinking street kid".[8][22]

Foster has said she loved acting as a child, and values her early work for the experience it gave her: "Some people get quick breaks and declare, 'I'll never do commercials! That's so lowbrow!' I want to tell them, 'Well, I'm real glad you've got a pretty face, because I worked for 20 years doing that stuff and I feel it's really invaluable; it really taught me a lot.'"[25]
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 1976–80: Taxi Driver and teenage stardom




Foster's mother was concerned that her daughter's career would end by the time she grew out of playing children, and decided that to ensure continued work and to gain greater recognition, Foster should also begin acting in films for adult audiences.[26] After the minor supporting role in Alice, Martin Scorsese cast her in the role of a teenage prostitute in Taxi Driver[image: External link] (1976).[27] The Los Angeles Welfare Board initially opposed twelve-year-old Foster's appearing in the film due to its violent content, but relented after governor Pat Brown[image: External link] intervened and a UCLA[image: External link] psychiatrist assessed her.[28][29] A social worker was required to accompany her on set and her older sister Connie acted as her stand-in[image: External link] in sexually suggestive scenes.[29][30] Foster later commented on the controversy saying that she hated "the idea that everybody thinks if a kid's going to be an actress it means that she has to play Shirley Temple[image: External link] or someone's little sister."[31]

During the filming, Foster developed a close bond with co-star Robert DeNiro[image: External link], who saw "serious potential" in her and dedicated time outside of filming on rehearsing scenes with her.[32] She described Taxi Driver as a life-changing experience and stated that it was "the first time anyone asked me to create a character that wasn't myself. It was the first time I realized that acting wasn't this hobby you just sort of did, but that there was actually some craft."[8] Released in February, it won the Palme d'Or[image: External link] at the Cannes Film Festival[image: External link] in May; Foster also impressed journalists when she acted as French interpreter at the film's press conference.[28][33] Taxi Driver was a critical and commercial success, and earned her a supporting actress Academy Award[image: External link] nomination, as well as two BAFTAs[image: External link], a David di Donatello[image: External link] and a National Society of Film Critics award.[8][28] The film is considered one of the best films ever made by both the American Film Institute[image: External link][28] and Sight & Sound[image: External link],[34] and has been preserved in the National Film Registry[image: External link].[35]

Foster also acted in another film nominated for the Palme d'Or in 1976, Bugsy Malone[image: External link].[36] The British musical[image: External link] parodied films about Prohibition Era[image: External link] gangsters by having all roles played by children; Foster appeared in a major supporting role as a star of a speakeasy[image: External link] show.[37] Its director Alan Parker[image: External link] was impressed by her, saying that "she takes such an intelligent interest in the way the film is being made that if I had been run over by a bus I think she was probably the only person on the set able to take over as director."[38] She gained several positive notices for her performance: Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times stated that "at thirteen she was already getting the roles that grown-up actresses complained weren't being written for women anymore",[39] Variety described her as "outstanding",[40] and Vincent Canby[image: External link] of The New York Times called her "the star of the show".[41] Foster's two BAFTAs were awarded jointly for her performances in Taxi Driver and Bugsy Malone.[42] Her third film release in spring 1976 was the independent drama Echoes of a Summer[image: External link], which had been filmed two years previously.[43] The New York Times named Foster's performance as a terminally ill girl the film's "main strength"[43] and Gene Siskel[image: External link] of the Chicago Tribune[image: External link] stated that she "is not a good child actress; she's just a good actress", although both reviewers otherwise panned the film.[44]

Foster's fourth film of 1976 was the Canadian-French thriller The Little Girl Who Lives Down the Lane[image: External link], in which she starred opposite Martin Sheen[image: External link].[45] The film combined aspects from thriller and horror genres, and showed Foster as a mysterious young girl living on her own in a small town; the performance earned her a Saturn Award.[46] On November 27, she hosted Saturday Night Live, becoming the youngest person to do so until 1982.[24] Her final film of the year was Freaky Friday[image: External link], a Disney comedy commenting on the generation gap[image: External link], which was "her first true star vehicle".[47] She played a tomboy teen who accidentally changes bodies with her mother; she later stated that her character's desire to become an adult was matched by her own feelings at the time, and that the film marked a "transitional period" for her when she began to grow out of child roles.[48] It received mainly positive reviews,[49] and was a box office success,[50] gaining Foster a Golden Globe nomination for her performance.[51]

After her breakthrough year, Foster spent nine months living in France, where she starred in Moi, fleur bleue[image: External link] (1977) and recorded several songs for its soundtrack.[17][52] Her other films released in 1977 were the Italian comedy Casotto[image: External link] (1977), and the Disney heist film[image: External link] Candleshoe[image: External link] (1977), which was filmed in England and co-starred veteran actors David Niven[image: External link] and Helen Hayes.[53] After its release, Foster did not appear in any new releases until 1980, the year she turned eighteen. She gained positive notices for her performances in Adrian Lyne[image: External link]'s debut feature film Foxes[image: External link] (1980), which focuses on the lives of Los Angeles teenagers, and Carny[image: External link] (1980), in which she played a waitress who runs away from her former life by joining a touring carnival.[54]
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 1981–89: Transition to adult roles




Aware that child stars are often unable to successfully continue their careers into adulthood, Foster became a full-time student at Yale in fall 1980, and her acting career slowed down in the following five years.[55][56] She later stated that going to college was "a wonderful time of self-discovery", and changed her thoughts about acting, which she had previously thought was an unintelligent profession, but now realised that "what I really wanted to do was to act and there was nothing stupid about it."[25][56] She continued making films on her summer vacations,[17] and during her college years appeared in O'Hara's Wife[image: External link] (1982), television film Svengali (1983), John Irving[image: External link] adaptation The Hotel New Hampshire[image: External link] (1984), French film The Blood of Others[image: External link] (1984), and period drama Mesmerized[image: External link] (1986), which she also co-produced.[57] None of them were however successful, and Foster struggled to find work after graduating in 1985.[58] The neo- noir[image: External link] Siesta[image: External link] (1987), in which she appeared in a supporting role, was a failure.[59] Five Corners[image: External link] (1987) was a moderate critical success and earned Foster an Independent Spirit Award[image: External link] for her performance as a woman whose sexual assaulter returns to stalk her.[60][61] In 1988, Foster made her debut as a director with the episode "Do Not Open This Box" for the horror anthology[image: External link] series Tales from the Darkside[image: External link],[62] and in August appeared in the romantic drama Stealing Home[image: External link] (1988) opposite Mark Harmon[image: External link]. It was a flop,[63] with film critic Roger Ebert even "wondering if any movie could possibly be that bad".[64]

Foster's breakthrough into adult roles came with her performance as a rape survivor in The Accused[image: External link], a drama based on a real criminal case[image: External link], which was released in October 1988.[65] The film focuses on the aftermath of a gang rape[image: External link] and its survivor's fight for justice in the face of victim blaming[image: External link]. Before making the film, Foster was having doubts about whether to continue her career and planned on starting graduate studies, but decided to give acting "one last try" in The Accused.[56] She had to audition twice for the role and was cast only after several more established actors had turned it down, as the film's producers were wary of her due to her previous failures and because she was still remembered as a "chubby teenager".[56][66] Due to the heavy subject matter, the filming was a difficult experience for all cast and crew involved, especially the shooting of the rape scene, which took five days to complete.[8] Foster was initially unhappy with her performance, and feared that it would end her career.[67] Her fears turned out to be unfounded: although The Accused received overall mixed reviews upon its release, Foster's performance was positively received by the critics[68] and earned her Academy[image: External link], Golden Globe[image: External link] and National Board of Review[image: External link] awards, as well as a nomination for a BAFTA Award[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1990–94: Box office success, debut as film director and Egg Pictures




Foster's first film release after the success of The Accused was the thriller The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link] (1991). She played FBI[image: External link] trainee Clarice Starling[image: External link], who is sent to interview incarcerated serial killer Hannibal Lecter[image: External link] (Anthony Hopkins[image: External link]) in order to solve another serial murder case; Foster later named the role one of her favorites.[67] She had read the novel[image: External link] it was based on after its publication in 1988 and had attempted to purchase its film rights,[69] as it featured "a real female heroine" and its plot was not "about steroids and brawn, [but] about using your mind and using your insufficiencies to combat the villain."[8] Despite her enthusiasm, director Jonathan Demme[image: External link] did not initially want to cast her, but the producers overruled him.[70] Demme's view of Foster changed during the production, and he later credited her for helping him define the character.[70][71]

Released in February 1991, Silence of the Lambs became one of the biggest hits of the year, grossing close to $273 million,[72][73] with a positive critical reception. Foster received largely favorable reviews[67] and won Academy, Golden Globe, and BAFTA[image: External link] awards for her portrayal of Starling; Silence won five Academy Awards overall,[74] becoming one of the few films to win in all main categories. In contrast, some reviewers criticized the film as misogynist[image: External link] for its focus on brutal murders of women, and blamed it for homophobia[image: External link] due to its main villain, serial killer "Buffalo Bill".[75] Much of the criticism was directed towards Foster, whom the critics alleged was herself a lesbian.[75] Despite the controversy, the film is considered a modern classic: Starling and Lecter are included on the American Film Institute's top ten of the greatest film heroes and villains[image: External link], and the film is preserved in the National Film Registry.[35] Later in 1991, Foster also starred in the unsuccessful low-budget thriller Catchfire[image: External link], which had been filmed before Silence, but was released after it in an attempt to profit from its success.[76]

In October 1991, Foster released her first feature film as a director, Little Man Tate[image: External link], a drama about a child prodigy who struggles to come to terms with being different.[77] The main role was played by previously unknown actor Adam Hann-Byrd[image: External link], and Foster co-starred as his working-class single mother. She had found the script from the "slush pile[image: External link]" at Orion Pictures[image: External link],[78] and explained that for her debut film she "wanted a piece that was not autobiographical, but that had to do with the 10 philosophies I've accumulated in the past 25 years. Every single one of them, if they weren't in the script from the beginning, they're there now."[8] Although she was publicly lauded for her choice to become a director, many reviewers felt that the film itself did not live up to the high expectations, and regarded it as "less adventurous than many films in which [she] had starred".[79] Regardless, it was a moderate box office success.[80] Foster's final film appearance of the year came in a small role as a prostitute in Shadows and Fog[image: External link] (1991), directed by Woody Allen[image: External link], with whom she had wanted to collaborate since the 1970s.[17]

The following year, Foster founded her own production company, Egg Pictures, a subsidiary[image: External link] of PolyGram Filmed Entertainment[image: External link].[81] She was to produce up to six films, each with the budget of $10–25 million, in the following three years.[82] Her next films were a romantic period film and a comedy, and according to film scholar Karen Hollinger, featured her in more "conventionally feminine" roles.[83] She starred opposite Richard Gere in Sommersby[image: External link] (1993), portraying a woman who begins to suspect that her husband who returns home from the Civil War[image: External link] is in fact an impostor. She then replaced Meg Ryan[image: External link] in the Western comedy Maverick[image: External link] (1994), playing a con artist[image: External link] opposite Mel Gibson and James Garner[image: External link].[84] Both films were box office hits, earning over $140 and $183 million respectively.[85][86] Foster's first project for Egg Pictures, Nell[image: External link], was released in December 1994. In addition to acting as its producer, she starred in the title role as a woman who grew up isolated in the Appalachian Mountains[image: External link] and speaks her own language as her only human connection has been her disabled mother.[87] It was based on Mark Handley[image: External link]'s play Idioglossia[image: External link], which interested Foster for its theme of "otherness", and because she "loved this idea of a woman who defies categorization, a creature who is labeled and categorized by people based on their own problems and their own prejudices and what they bring to the table."[87][88] It was a moderate commercial success,[89] but a critical disappointment.[90] Despite the negative reviews, Foster received a Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link] for her performance and was nominated for an Academy Award and a Golden Globe.
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 1995–99




The second film that Foster directed was Home for the Holidays[image: External link], released in 1995. It starred Holly Hunter and Robert Downey Jr. and was described as a black comedy[image: External link] "set around a nightmarish Thanksgiving[image: External link]".[11][91] Released in November 1995, it was a critical and commercial failure.[92] The following year, Foster received two honorary awards: the Crystal Award[image: External link], awarded annually for women in the entertainment industry,[93] and the Berlinale Camera at the 46th Berlin International Film Festival[image: External link].[94] After Nell in 1994, Foster did not act in any new projects until 1997, aside from voicing characters in episodes of Frasier[image: External link] in 1996 and The X-Files[image: External link] in early 1997. She was in talks to star in David Fincher[image: External link]'s thriller The Game[image: External link], but its production company, Polygram, dropped her from the project after disagreements over her role.[95] Foster sued the company, saying that she had an oral agreement with them to star in the film and had as a result taken "herself off the market" and lost out on other film projects.[96] The case was later settled out of court.[97] Foster finally made her return to the big screen in Contact[image: External link] (1997), a science fiction film based on a novel by Carl Sagan[image: External link] and directed by Robert Zemeckis[image: External link]. She starred as a scientist searching for extraterrestrial life in the SETI[image: External link] project. Due to the special effects, many of the scenes were filmed with a bluescreen[image: External link]; this was Foster's first experience with the technology. She commented, "Blue walls, blue roof. It was just blue, blue, blue. And I was rotated on a lazy Susan[image: External link] with the camera moving on a computerized arm. It was really tough."[98] The film was a commercial success[99] and earned Foster a Saturn Award and a nomination for a Golden Globe. She also had an asteroid, 17744 Jodiefoster[image: External link], named in her honor in 1998.[100]

Foster's next project was producing Jane Anderson[image: External link]'s television film The Baby Dance (1998) for Showtime[image: External link].[101][102] Its story deals with a wealthy California couple who struggle with infertility and decide to adopt from a poor family in Louisiana[image: External link].[101] On her decision to produce for television, Foster stated that it was easier to take financial risks in that medium than in feature films.[101] In 1998, she also moved her production company from PolyGram to Paramount Pictures[image: External link].[82] Foster's last film of the 1990s was the period drama Anna and the King[image: External link] (1999), in which she starred opposite Chow Yun-Fat[image: External link]. It was based on a fictionalized biography[image: External link] of British teacher Anna Leonowens[image: External link], who taught the children of King Mongkut[image: External link] of Siam[image: External link], and whose story became well known as the musical The King and I[image: External link]. Foster was paid $15 million to portray Leonowens, making her one of the highest-paid female actors in Hollywood.[23] The film was subject to controversy when the Thai government deemed it historically inaccurate and insulting to the royal family and banned its distribution in the country.[103] It was a moderate commercial success,[104] but received mixed to negative reviews.[105][106] Roger Ebert panned the film, stating that the role required Foster "to play beneath [her] intelligence"[107] and The New York Times called it a "misstep" for her and accused her of only being "interested ... in sanctifying herself as an old-fashioned heroine than in taking on dramatically risky roles".[108]
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 2000–09: Career setbacks and thrillers




Foster's first project of the new decade was Keith Gordon[image: External link]'s film Waking the Dead[image: External link] (2000), which she produced.[109] She declined to reprise her role as Clarice Starling in Hannibal[image: External link] (2001), with the part going instead to Julianne Moore, and concentrated on a new directorial project, Flora Plum.[110] It was to focus on a 1930s circus and star Claire Danes[image: External link] and Russell Crowe[image: External link], but had to be shelved after Crowe was injured on set and could not complete filming on schedule; Foster unsuccessfully attempted to revive the project several times in the following years.[11][111][112] Controversially, she also expressed interest in directing and starring in a biopic[image: External link] of Nazi[image: External link] film director Leni Riefenstahl[image: External link], who did not like the idea.[113][114] In addition to these setbacks, Foster shut down Egg Pictures in 2001, stating that producing was "just a really thankless, bad job".[11][82] The company's last production, The Dangerous Lives of Altar Boys[image: External link], premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in January 2002. It received good reviews,[115] and had a limited theatrical release in the summer.[116]

After the cancellation of Flora Plum, Foster took on the main role in David Fincher's thriller Panic Room[image: External link] after its intended star, Nicole Kidman, had to drop out due to an injury on set.[117] Before filming resumed, Foster was given only a week to prepare for the role of a woman who moves with her daughter to a house fitted with a panic room[image: External link], which they have to use on their first night due to a home invasion.[118] It grossed over $30 million on its North American opening weekend in March 2002, thus becoming the most successful film opening of Foster's career as of 2015.[119][120] In addition to being a box office success, the film also received largely positive reviews.[121][122]

After a minor appearance in the French period drama A Very Long Engagement[image: External link] (2004), Foster starred in three more thrillers. The first was Flightplan[image: External link] (2005), in which she played a woman whose daughter vanishes during an overnight flight. It became a global box office success,[123] but received mainly negative reviews.[124][125] It was followed by Spike Lee[image: External link]'s critically and commercially successful Inside Man[image: External link] (2006), about a bank heist on Wall Street[image: External link], which co-starred Denzel Washington and Clive Owen.[126][127][128] The third thriller, The Brave One[image: External link] (2007), prompted some comparisons to Taxi Driver, as Foster played a New Yorker who becomes a vigilante[image: External link] after being seriously injured and losing her fiancé and dog in a random street attack.[129] It was not a success,[130][131][132] but earned Foster her sixth Golden Globe nomination. Her last film role of the decade was in the children's adventure film Nim's Island[image: External link] (2008), in which she portrayed an agoraphobic[image: External link] writer opposite Gerard Butler and Abigail Breslin. It was the first comedy that she had starred in since Maverick (1994), and was a commercial success but a critical failure.[133][134] In 2009, she provided the voice for Maggie[image: External link] in a tetralogy[image: External link] episode of The Simpsons[image: External link] titled "Four Great Women and a Manicure[image: External link]".[135]
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 2010–present: Focus on directing




In the 2010s, Foster has focused on directing and taken fewer acting roles.[136] In February 2011, she hosted the 36th César Awards[image: External link] in France, and the following month released her third feature film direction, The Beaver (2011), about a depressed[image: External link] man who develops an alternative personality based on a beaver hand puppet.[137] It starred Maverick co-star Mel Gibson and featured herself, Anton Yelchin and Jennifer Lawrence in supporting roles as his family.[138] Foster called its production "probably the biggest struggle of my professional career", partly due to the film's heavy subject matter but also due to the controversy that developed around Gibson as he was accused of domestic violence[image: External link] and making anti-semitic[image: External link], racist[image: External link], and sexist[image: External link] statements.[136][139] The film received mixed reviews,[140][141] and failed the box office, largely due to the controversy surrounding its star.[142][143][144] In 2011, Foster also appeared as part of an ensemble cast[image: External link] with John C. Reilly, Kate Winslet and Christoph Waltz in Roman Polanski[image: External link]'s comedy Carnage[image: External link], focusing on middle class parents whose meeting to settle an incident between their sons descends into chaos. It premiered at the 68th Venice International Film Festival[image: External link] in September 2011 to mainly positive reviews and earned Foster a Golden Globe for Best Actress nomination.[145]

In January 2013, Foster received the honorary Cecil B. DeMille Award[image: External link] at the 70th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link].[146] Her next film role was playing Secretary of Defense[image: External link] Delacourt opposite Matt Damon[image: External link] in the dystopian[image: External link] film Elysium[image: External link] (2013), which was a box office success.[147] She also returned to television directing for the first time since the 1980s, directing the episodes "Lesbian Request Denied" (2013) and "Thirsty Bird" (2014) for Orange Is the New Black[image: External link], and the episode "Chapter 22" (2014) for House of Cards[image: External link].[148] "Lesbian Request Denied" brought her a Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link] nomination, and the two 2014 episodes earned her two nominations for a Directors Guild of America Award[image: External link].[149][150] In 2014, she also narrated the episode "Women in Space" for Makers: Women Who Make America[image: External link], a PBS[image: External link] documentary series about women's struggle for equal rights in the United States. The following year, Foster received the Laura Ziskin Lifetime Achievement Award[image: External link] at the Athena Film Festival[image: External link],[151] and directed her next film, Money Monster[image: External link], which stars George Clooney[image: External link] and Julia Roberts, and was released in May 2016.[152]
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 Personal life




Foster rarely talks about her private life in interviews, and she has explained that she "values privacy against all else" due to having spent most of her life in the public eye.[11][153] She lives in Los Angeles,[154] and had two sons, Charles "Charlie" Foster (b. 1998) and Christopher "Kit" Foster (b. 2001), while partnered with Cydney Bernard.[10][155][156] She met Bernard on the set of Sommersby (1993) and was in a relationship with her from 1993 to 2008.[11][156] In April 2014, Foster married[image: External link] actress and photographer Alexandra Hedison[image: External link].[155][156] She stated in 2011 that having children has made her take on fewer projects: "It is a big sacrifice to leave home. I want to make sure that I feel passionate about the movies I do because it is a big sacrifice... Even if you take the average movie shoot of four months – you have three weeks' prep, press duties here and abroad, dubbing and looping, magazine covers, events and premieres – that's eight months out of a year. That's a long time. If you do two movies back-to-back, you're never going to see your children."[11]

Foster's sexual orientation became subject to public discussion in 1991, when activists protesting the alleged homophobia[image: External link] in The Silence of the Lambs (1991) claimed that she was a closeted[image: External link] lesbian[image: External link] in articles in publications such as OutWeek[image: External link] and The Village Voice.[157] While she had been in a relationship with Bernard for a long time, Foster first publicly acknowledged it in a speech at The Hollywood Reporter's "Women in Entertainment" breakfast honoring her in 2007.[10] In 2013, she addressed coming out[image: External link] in a speech after receiving the Cecil B. DeMille Award at the 70th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link],[153][158][159][160] which led many news outlets to afterwards describe her as lesbian or gay[image: External link],[161] although some sources noted that she did not use the words "gay" or "lesbian" in her speech.[162]

Foster is an atheist[image: External link] but has said it is important to teach children about different religions, stating that "in my home, we ritualize all of them. We do Christmas. We do Shabbat[image: External link] on Fridays. We love Kwanzaa[image: External link]. I take pains to give my family a real religious basis, a knowledge, because it's being well educated. You need to know why all those wars were fought."[154] She also supports gun control[image: External link].[163]
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 Obsession of John Hinckley




Main article: Attempted assassination of Ronald Reagan[image: External link]


During her freshman[image: External link] year at Yale in 1980–1981, Foster was stalked[image: External link] by John W. Hinckley, Jr.[image: External link], who had developed an obsession with her after watching Taxi Driver.[164] He moved to New Haven and tried to contact her, both through letters and by phone.[164][165] On March 30, 1981, Hinckley attempted to assassinate[image: External link] U.S. President Ronald Reagan[image: External link], wounding him and three other people, claiming that his motive was to impress Foster.[164] The incident made her subject to intense media attention, and she had to be accompanied by bodyguards when on campus.[6][23] Although Judge Barrington D. Parker[image: External link] confirmed that Foster was wholly innocent in the case and had been "unwittingly ensnared in a third party's alleged attempt to assassinate an American President", she was required to give a videotaped testimony, which was played at the trial.[10][165] During her time at Yale, Foster also had other stalkers, including Edward Richardson, who initially planned to murder her but changed his mind after watching her perform in a college play.[6][23]

The experience was very difficult for Foster, and she has rarely commented on it publicly.[8] In the aftermath of the events, she wrote an essay titled Why Me?, which was published by Esquire[image: External link] in 1982 on the condition that "there be no cover lines, no publicity and no photos".[6] In 1991, she cancelled an interview with NBC's Today Show[image: External link] when she discovered Hinckley would be mentioned in the introduction, and the producers were unwilling to change it.[166] She discussed Hinckley with Charlie Rose[image: External link] of 60 Minutes II[image: External link] in 1999, explaining that she does not "like to dwell on it too much [...] I never wanted to be the actress who was remembered for that event. Because it didn't have anything to do with me. I was kind of a hapless bystander. But [...] what a scarring, strange moment in history for me, to be 17 years old, 18 years old, and to be caught up in a drama like that."[9] She stated that the incident had a major impact on career choices she made but acknowledged that as difficult as the ordeal was for her, it was minimal compared to the suffering of Reagan's press secretary James Brady[image: External link], who was permanently disabled in the shooting and died as a result of his injuries 33 years later, and his loved ones: "whatever bad moments that I had certainly could never compare to that family".[9]
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For other uses, see The Beaver (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Beaver is a 2011 comedy[image: External link]- drama[image: External link] film directed by Jodie Foster and written by Kyle Killen[image: External link]. This film stars Mel Gibson, Foster, Anton Yelchin, and Jennifer Lawrence. This is Gibson and Foster's first film together since 1994's Maverick[image: External link] and Summit Entertainment[image: External link]'s only film to have Entertainment One[image: External link] not distribute it within the UK[image: External link].
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 Plot




Walter Black (Mel Gibson) is a depressed CEO of Jerry Co., a toy company nearing bankruptcy. He is kicked out by his wife (Jodie Foster), to the relief of their elder son Porter (Anton Yelchin). Walter moves into a hotel. After unsuccessful suicide attempts, he develops an alternate personality represented by a beaver hand puppet[image: External link] found in the trash. He wears the puppet constantly, communicating solely by speaking as the beaver, helping him to recover. He reestablishes a bond with his younger son Henry and then with his wife, although not with Porter. He also becomes successful again at work by creating a line of Mr. Beaver Building Kits for kids.

Porter, who gets paid to write papers for schoolmates, is asked by Norah (Jennifer Lawrence) to write her graduation speech. He gets emotionally attached to Norah but his father's actions with the beaver puppet embarrass him.

Walter's wife moves out of the house with the children, because he lied to her about the puppet being part of a treatment plan monitored by his psychiatrist. She feels she can no longer communicate with her husband and that he is suffering from a dissociative identity disorder[image: External link], with the beaver taking him over.

Part of Walter's personality realizes what he has put his family through and wants to get rid of the beaver to get back together with his family, but the beaver resists. Walter finally takes the puppet out of his life by cutting off his arm at the elbow. He gets a prosthetic hand and is placed in a psychiatric hospital.

Norah reconnects with Porter. She starts the speech he wrote, but stops and admits publicly that she did not write it herself. She switches to explain the value of truth and her trauma caused by her brother's death some years ago. Porter realizes the value of his father and reunites with him.

Walter Black becomes himself again and returns to a normal life.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cast





	
Mel Gibson as Walter Black, a depressed and troubled husband/The Beaver, a hand puppet found in the trash.[3]


	
Jodie Foster as Meredith Black, Walter's wife

	
Anton Yelchin as Porter Black, the teenage son of Walter and Meredith who lobbies his mother to get a divorce

	
Jennifer Lawrence as Norah, Porter's love interest with a secret[4]


	Riley Thomas Stewart as Henry Black, the younger son of Walter and Meredith Black.

	
Zachary Booth[image: External link] as Jared

	
Cherry Jones[image: External link] as Morgan Newell, vice president of Walter's toy company

	Jeff Corbett as Volunteer Dad
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 Production




On a budget of $21 million,[5] The Beaver was filmed in Westchester County, New York[image: External link] and New York City[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] A portion of the movie was filmed at White Plains Senior High School[image: External link] in White Plains, New York[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Filming was completed in November 2009. Before Gibson was hired, Steve Carell and Jim Carrey were both signed on to star at different stages of production.[6] The film marked a return to New York state for Mel Gibson since he and his family left for Australia in the 1960s.
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 Theatrical release




The Beaver had its world premiere at the South by Southwest[image: External link] film festival on March 16, 2011, where the Los Angeles Times reported that it was given "a relatively warm embrace".[7]

The film had a limited release in 22 theaters on May 9, 2011.
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 Box office




Over its opening weekend, the film grossed $107,577.[8] Entertainment Weekly and several media outlets[9][10] reported that the film's box office performance was a "flop" with a haul of only $4,890 per theater against its production budget of $21 million (not including marketing costs).[11] Entertainment Weekly compared the box office gross of The Beaver against Mel Gibson's other most recent "box office failure", 2010's Edge of Darkness[image: External link]—which debuted to a per-theater average of $5,615 at more than 3,000 locations—and the box office success of 2010's Black Swan[image: External link] which grossed a per-theater average of $88,863 in limited release at only 16 theaters.[12] The Beaver was the worst debut for a Foster-directed film.[13] The distributor Summit Entertainment[image: External link] had originally planned for a wide release of The Beaver for the weekend of May 20; but, after the initial box-office returns came in, the company changed course and decided to give the film a "limited art-house run".[5] Michael Cieply[image: External link] of The New York Times observed on June 5, 2011, that the film had cleared just about $1 million, making it a certified "flop".[14] The film's director Foster opined that the film did not do well with American audiences because it was a dramedy[image: External link] and "very often Americans are not comfortable with [that]".[15]

Before its release, much of the coverage focussed on the unavoidable association between the protagonist's issues and Mel Gibson's own well-publicized personal and legal problems, including a conviction of battery of his ex-girlfriend in March.[16] Wrote Time Magazine: "The Beaver is a somber, sad domestic drama featuring an alcoholic in acute crisis. Sound familiar, almost like a documentary? It’s hard to separate Gibson’s true-life story from what’s happening onscreen."[17] While critics were impressed by the actor's performance, audiences seemed to stay away due to the "ick factor" of seeing Gibson on screen.[18]
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 Critical reception




The Beaver received mixed to positive reviews from critics. Review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the film a score of 61% based on reviews from 171 critics and reports a rating average of 6.1 out of 10. It reported the consensus, "Jodie Foster's visual instincts and Mel Gibson's all-in performance sell this earnest, straightforward movie."[19] At Metacritic[image: External link], which assigns a weighted average score out of 100 to reviews from mainstream critics, the film received an average score of 59 based on 32 reviews.[20]

Roger Ebert gave the film 2 1/2 (out of a possible 4) star rating, saying, "The Beaver is almost successful, despite the premise of its screenplay, which I was simply unable to accept."[21]
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Mel Gibson






This article is about the actor. For the basketball player, see Mel Gibson (basketball)[image: External link].

Mel Colmcille Gerard Gibson AO[image: External link] (born January 3, 1956) is an American actor and filmmaker. He was born in Peekskill, New York[image: External link], and moved with his parents to Sydney[image: External link], Australia, when he was 12 years old.

Gibson is best known as an action hero, for roles such as Martin Riggs[image: External link] in the Lethal Weapon[image: External link] buddy cop film[image: External link] series, and Max Rockatansky[image: External link] in the first three films in the Mad Max[image: External link] post-apocalyptic[image: External link] action series.

He studied acting at the Australian National Institute of Dramatic Art[image: External link]. During the 1980s, he founded Icon Entertainment[image: External link], a production company[image: External link] which independent film[image: External link] director Atom Egoyan[image: External link] has called, "an alternative to the studio system".[2] Director Peter Weir[image: External link] cast him as one of the leads in the critically acclaimed World War I[image: External link] drama Gallipoli[image: External link] (1981), which earned Gibson a Best Actor Award from the Australian Film Institute[image: External link].[3] The film also helped to earn Gibson the reputation of a serious, versatile actor.

Gibson produced, directed, and starred in the epic[image: External link] historical[image: External link] drama film Braveheart[image: External link] (1995), for which he won the Golden Globe Award[image: External link] and Academy Award for Best Director[image: External link], along with the Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link]. He later directed and produced the financially successful and controversial, biblical[image: External link] drama film The Passion of the Christ[image: External link] (2004). He received further critical notice for his directorial work of the action-adventure film Apocalypto[image: External link] (2006), which is set in Mesoamerica[image: External link] during the early 16th century. After a 10-year hiatus from directing, Gibson returned with the critically praised and financially successful Hacksaw Ridge[image: External link] (2016), which won the Academy Awards[image: External link] for Best Sound Mixing[image: External link] and Best Film Editing[image: External link][4] and earned Gibson his second nomination for Best Director.
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 Early life




Gibson was born in Peekskill, New York[image: External link], the sixth of eleven children, and the second son of Hutton Gibson[image: External link], a writer, and Irish-born Anne Patricia (née Reilly, died 1990).[5][6] Gibson's paternal grandmother was opera contralto Eva Mylott[image: External link] (1875–1920), who was born in Australia, to Irish parents,[7] while his paternal grandfather, John Hutton Gibson, was a millionaire tobacco businessman from the American South[image: External link].[8][9] One of Gibson's younger brothers, Donal[image: External link], is also an actor. Gibson's first name is derived from Saint Mel[image: External link], fifth-century Irish saint, and founder of Gibson's mother's native diocese[image: External link], Ardagh[image: External link], while his second name, Colmcille[image: External link],[10] is also shared by an Irish saint[11] and is the name of the Aughnacliffe parish in County Longford[image: External link] where Gibson's mother was born and raised. Because of his mother, Gibson retains dual Irish and American citizenship.[12]

Gibson's father was awarded US$145,000 in a work-related-injury lawsuit against the New York Central Railroad[image: External link] on February 14, 1968, and soon afterwards relocated his family to West Pymble[image: External link], Sydney, Australia.[13] Mel was twelve years old at the time. The move to his grandmother's native Australia was for economic reasons, and his father's expectation that the Australian Defence Forces[image: External link] would reject his eldest son for the draft[image: External link] during the Vietnam War[image: External link].[14]

Gibson was educated by members of the Congregation of Christian Brothers[image: External link] at St Leo's Catholic College[image: External link] in Wahroonga[image: External link], New South Wales[image: External link], during his high school years.[15][16]
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 Career
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 Overview




Gibson gained very favorable notices from film critics when he first entered the cinematic scene, as well as comparisons to several classic movie stars. In 1982, Vincent Canby[image: External link] wrote that "Mr. Gibson recalls the young Steve McQueen[image: External link]... I can't define 'star quality,' but whatever it is, Mr. Gibson has it."[17] Gibson has also been likened to "a combination Clark Gable[image: External link] and Humphrey Bogart[image: External link]."[18] Gibson's roles in the Mad Max series of films, Peter Weir[image: External link]'s Gallipoli[image: External link], and the Lethal Weapon series of films earned him the label of "action hero".[19] Later, Gibson expanded into a variety of acting projects including human dramas such as Hamlet[image: External link], and comedic roles such as those in Maverick[image: External link] and What Women Want[image: External link]. He expanded beyond acting into directing and producing, with: The Man Without a Face[image: External link], in 1993; Braveheart[image: External link], in 1995; The Passion of the Christ[image: External link], in 2004; and Apocalypto[image: External link], in 2006. Jess Cagle of Time compared Gibson with Cary Grant[image: External link], Sean Connery[image: External link], and Robert Redford[image: External link].[19] Connery once suggested Gibson should play the next James Bond[image: External link] to Connery's M[image: External link]. Gibson turned down the role, reportedly because he feared being typecast[image: External link].[20]
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 Stage




Gibson studied at the National Institute of Dramatic Art[image: External link] (NIDA) in Sydney. The students at NIDA were classically[image: External link] trained in the British-theater tradition rather than in preparation for screen[image: External link] acting.[21] As students, Gibson and actress Judy Davis[image: External link] played the leads[image: External link] in Romeo and Juliet[image: External link], and Gibson played the role of Queen Titania[image: External link] in an experimental[image: External link] production of A Midsummer Night's Dream[image: External link].[22] After graduation in 1977,[23] Gibson immediately began work on the filming of Mad Max[image: External link], but continued to work as a stage actor, and joined the State Theatre Company of South Australia[image: External link] in Adelaide[image: External link]. Gibson's theatrical credits include the character Estragon[image: External link] (opposite Geoffrey Rush[image: External link]) in Waiting for Godot[image: External link], and the role of Biff Loman in a 1982 production of Death of a Salesman[image: External link] in Sydney. Gibson's most recent theatrical performance, opposite Sissy Spacek[image: External link], was the 1993 production of Love Letters[image: External link] by A. R. Gurney[image: External link], in Telluride[image: External link], Colorado.[24]
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 Australian television and cinema




While a student at NIDA[image: External link], Gibson made his film debut in the 1977 film Summer City[image: External link], for which he was paid $400.[25] Gibson then played the title character in the film Mad Max[image: External link] (1979). He was paid $15,000 for this role.[25] Shortly after making the film he did a season with the South Australian Theatre Company[image: External link]. During this period he shared a $30 a week apartment in Adelaide[image: External link] with his future wife Robyn. After Mad Max, Gibson also played a mentally slow youth in the film Tim[image: External link].[26] During this period Gibson also appeared in Australian television series guest roles. He appeared in serial The Sullivans[image: External link] as naval lieutenant Ray Henderson,[27] in police procedural[image: External link] Cop Shop[image: External link],[26] and in the pilot episode of prison serial Punishment[image: External link] which was produced in 1980, screened 1981.[28][29]

Gibson joined the cast of the World War II[image: External link] action film Attack Force Z[image: External link], which was not released until 1982 when Gibson had become a bigger star. Director Peter Weir[image: External link] cast Gibson as one of the leads in the critically acclaimed World War I[image: External link] drama Gallipoli[image: External link], which earned Gibson another Best Actor Award from the Australian Film Institute[image: External link].[3] The film Gallipoli[image: External link] also helped to earn Gibson the reputation of a serious, versatile actor and gained him the Hollywood agent Ed Limato[image: External link]. The sequel Mad Max 2[image: External link] was his first hit in America (released as The Road Warrior). In 1982 Gibson again attracted critical acclaim in Peter Weir[image: External link]'s romantic thriller The Year of Living Dangerously[image: External link]. Following a year hiatus from film acting after the birth of his twin sons, Gibson took on the role of Fletcher Christian[image: External link] in The Bounty[image: External link] in 1984. Gibson earned his first million dollar salary for playing Max Rockatansky[image: External link] for the third time, in Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome[image: External link] in 1985.[30]
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 Hollywood
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 Early Hollywood years




Mel Gibson's first American film was Mark Rydell[image: External link]'s 1984 drama The River[image: External link], in which he and Sissy Spacek[image: External link] played struggling Tennessee[image: External link] farmers. Gibson then starred in the Gothic romance Mrs. Soffel[image: External link] for Australian director Gillian Armstrong[image: External link]. He and Matthew Modine[image: External link] played condemned convict brothers opposite Diane Keaton as the warden's wife who visits them to read the Bible. In 1985, after working on four films in a row, Gibson took almost two years off at his Australian cattle station[image: External link].[31] He returned to play the role of Martin Riggs[image: External link] in Lethal Weapon[image: External link], a film which helped to cement his status as a Hollywood "leading man".[32] Gibson's next film was Robert Towne[image: External link]'s Tequila Sunrise[image: External link], followed by Lethal Weapon 2[image: External link], in 1989. Gibson next starred in three films back-to-back: Bird on a Wire[image: External link], Air America[image: External link], and Hamlet[image: External link]; all were released in 1990.
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 1990s




During the 1990s, Gibson alternated between commercial and personal projects. His films in the first half of the decade were Forever Young[image: External link], Lethal Weapon 3[image: External link], Maverick[image: External link], and Braveheart[image: External link]. He then starred in Ransom[image: External link], Conspiracy Theory[image: External link], Lethal Weapon 4[image: External link], and Payback[image: External link]. Gibson also served as the speaking and singing voice of John Smith[image: External link] in Disney[image: External link]'s Pocahontas[image: External link].
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 After 2000




In 2000, Gibson acted in three films that each grossed over $100 million: The Patriot[image: External link], Chicken Run[image: External link], and What Women Want[image: External link].[19] In 2002, Gibson appeared in the Vietnam War[image: External link] drama We Were Soldiers[image: External link] and M. Night Shyamalan[image: External link]'s Signs[image: External link], which became the highest-grossing film of Gibson's acting career.[33] While promoting Signs[image: External link], Gibson said that he no longer wanted to be a movie star and would only act in film again if the script were truly extraordinary. In 2010, Gibson appeared in Edge of Darkness[image: External link], which marked his first starring role since 2002[34] and was an adaptation of the BBC miniseries, Edge of Darkness[image: External link].[35] In 2010, following an outburst at his ex-girlfriend that was made public, Gibson was dropped from the talent agency of William Morris Endeavor[image: External link].[36]

Gibson most recently played two villains: Voz in Machete Kills[image: External link] in 2013, opposite Danny Trejo[image: External link], and Conrad Stonebanks in The Expendables 3[image: External link] opposite Sylvester Stallone[image: External link] in 2014.

On February 1, 2017, Variety confirmed that Gibson had been cast in the lead role of director S. Craig Zahler[image: External link]'s police brutality themed film Dragged Across Concrete.[37]
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 Producer




Main article: Icon Productions[image: External link]


After his success in Hollywood with the Lethal Weapon[image: External link] series, Gibson began to move into producing and directing. With partner Bruce Davey[image: External link], Gibson formed Icon Productions[image: External link] in 1989 in order to make Hamlet[image: External link].[38] In addition to producing or co-producing many of Gibson's own star vehicles, Icon has turned out many other small films, ranging from Immortal Beloved[image: External link] to An Ideal Husband[image: External link]. Gibson has taken supporting roles in some of these films, such as The Million Dollar Hotel[image: External link] and The Singing Detective[image: External link]. Gibson has also produced a number of projects for television, including a biopic on The Three Stooges[image: External link] and the 2008 PBS[image: External link] documentary Carrier[image: External link]. Icon has grown from being just a production company to also be an international distribution company and film exhibitor in Australia and New Zealand.[39]

In June 2010, Gibson was in Brownsville[image: External link], Texas, filming scenes for the movie, How I Spent My Summer Vacation[image: External link], about a career criminal put in a tough prison in Mexico.[40] In October 2010, it was reported[by whom?[image: External link]] that Gibson would have a small role in The Hangover: Part II[image: External link],[41] but he was removed from the film after the cast and crew objected to his involvement.[42]
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 Director




Mel Gibson has credited his directors, particularly George Miller[image: External link], Peter Weir[image: External link], and Richard Donner[image: External link], with teaching him the craft of filmmaking and influencing him as a director. According to Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link], studio executives encouraged Gibson in 1989 to try directing, an idea he rebuffed at the time.[43] Gibson made his directorial debut in 1993 with The Man Without a Face[image: External link], followed two years later by Braveheart[image: External link], which earned Gibson the Academy Award for Best Director[image: External link]. Gibson had long planned to direct a remake of Fahrenheit 451[image: External link], but in 1999 the project was indefinitely postponed because of scheduling conflicts.[44] Gibson was scheduled to direct Robert Downey, Jr. in a Los Angeles stage production of Hamlet[image: External link] in January 2001, but Downey's drug relapse ended the project.[45] In 2002, while promoting We Were Soldiers[image: External link] and Signs[image: External link] to the press, Gibson mentioned that he was planning to pare back on acting and return to directing.[46] In September 2002, Gibson announced that he would direct a film called The Passion[image: External link] in Aramaic[image: External link] and Latin[image: External link] with no subtitles because he hoped to "transcend language barriers with filmic storytelling."[47] In 2004, he released the controversial film The Passion of the Christ[image: External link], with subtitles, which he co-wrote, co-produced, and directed. The film went on to become the highest grossing rated R film of all time with $370,782,930 in U.S. box office sales.[48] Gibson directed a few episodes of Complete Savages[image: External link] for the ABC[image: External link] network. In 2006, he directed the action-adventure film Apocalypto[image: External link], his second film to feature sparse dialogue in a non-English language. In November 2016, film critic Matt Zoller Seitz[image: External link] named Gibson as "the pre-eminent religious filmmaker in the United States".[49]
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 Film work




Main article: Mel Gibson filmography[image: External link]


Gibson's acting career began in 1976, with a role on the Australian television series The Sullivans[image: External link]. In his career, Gibson has appeared in 43 films, including the Mad Max and Lethal Weapon film series. In addition to acting, Gibson has also directed four films, including Braveheart and The Passion of the Christ; produced 11 films; and written two films. Films either starring or directed by Mel Gibson have earned over US$2.5 billion, in the United States alone.[50][51] Gibson's filmography includes television series, feature films, television films, and animated films[image: External link].
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 Mad Max series




Main article: Mad Max (franchise)[image: External link]


Gibson got his breakthrough role as the leather-clad post-apocalyptic survivor in George Miller[image: External link]'s Mad Max[image: External link]. The independently financed blockbuster helped to make him an international star. In the United States, the actors' Australian accents were dubbed with American accents.[52] The original film spawned two sequels: Mad Max 2[image: External link] (known in North America as The Road Warrior), and Mad Max 3[image: External link] (known in North America as Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome). A fourth movie, Mad Max: Fury Road[image: External link] (2015), was made with Tom Hardy[image: External link] in the title role.[53]
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 Gallipoli




Main article: Gallipoli (1981 film)[image: External link]


The 1981 Peter Weir[image: External link] film, Gallipoli is about a group of young men from rural Western Australia who enlist in the Australian Imperial Force[image: External link] during World War I[image: External link]. They are sent to invade the Ottoman Empire[image: External link], where they take part in the 1915 Gallipoli Campaign[image: External link]. During the course of the movie, the young men slowly lose their innocence about the war. The climax of the movie centers on the catastrophic AIF offensive known as the Battle of the Nek[image: External link].

Peter Weir[image: External link] cast Gibson in the role of Frank Dunne, an Irish-Australian[image: External link] drifter with an intense cynicism[image: External link] about fighting for the British Empire[image: External link]. Newcomer Mark Lee[image: External link] was recruited to play the idealistic Archy Hamilton after participating in a photo session for the director. Gibson later recalled:


I'd auditioned for an earlier film and he told me right up front, "I'm not going to cast you for this part. You're not old enough. But thanks for coming in, I just wanted to meet you." He told me he wanted me for Gallipoli a couple of years later because I wasn't the archetypal Australian. He had Mark Lee, the angelic-looking, ideal Australian kid, and he wanted something of a modern sensibility. He thought the audience needed someone to relate to of their own time.[54]



Gibson later said that Gallipoli is, "Not really a war movie. That's just the backdrop. It's really the story of two young men."

The critically acclaimed film helped to further launch Gibson's career.[55][56] He won the award for Best Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link] from the Australian Film Institute[image: External link].[3]
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Main article: The Year of Living Dangerously (film)[image: External link]


Gibson played a naïve but ambitious journalist opposite Sigourney Weaver[image: External link] and Linda Hunt in Peter Weir[image: External link]'s atmospheric 1982 film The Year of Living Dangerously[image: External link], based on the novel of the same name by Christopher Koch[image: External link]. The movie was both a critical and commercial success, and the upcoming Australian actor was heavily marketed by MGM[image: External link] studio. In his review of the film, Vincent Canby of The New York Times wrote, "If this film doesn't make an international star of Mr. Gibson, then nothing will. He possesses both the necessary talent and the screen presence."[57] According to John Hiscock of The Daily Telegraph, the film did, indeed, establish Gibson as an international talent.[58]

Gibson was initially reluctant to accept the role of Guy Hamilton. "I didn't necessarily see my role as a great challenge. My character was, like the film suggests, a puppet. And I went with that. It wasn't some star thing, even though they advertised it that way."[59] Gibson saw some similarities between himself and the character of Guy. "He's not a silver-tongued devil. He's kind of immature and he has some rough edges and I guess you could say the same for me."[18] Gibson has cited this screen performance as his personal favorite.[ when?[image: External link]]
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Main article: The Bounty (1984 film)[image: External link]


Gibson followed the footsteps of Errol Flynn[image: External link], Clark Gable[image: External link], and Marlon Brando[image: External link] by starring as Fletcher Christian[image: External link] in a cinematic retelling of the Mutiny on the Bounty[image: External link]. The resulting 1984 film The Bounty[image: External link] is considered to be the most historically accurate version. However, Gibson has expressed a belief that the film's revisionism did not go far enough. He has stated that his character should have been portrayed as the film's antagonist[image: External link]. He has further praised Anthony Hopkins[image: External link]'s performance as Lieutenant William Bligh[image: External link] as the best aspect of the film.[59]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Lethal Weapon series




Main article: Lethal Weapon (film series)[image: External link]


Gibson moved into more mainstream commercial filmmaking with the popular action comedy[image: External link] series Lethal Weapon, which began with the 1987 original. In the films he played LAPD[image: External link] Detective Martin Riggs[image: External link], a recently widowed Vietnam[image: External link] veteran with a death wish and a penchant for violence and gunplay. In the films, he is partnered with a reserved family man named Roger Murtaugh[image: External link] (Danny Glover[image: External link]) and starting with the second film, they're joined by a hyperactive informant named Leo Getz (Joe Pesci[image: External link]). Following the success of Lethal Weapon[image: External link], director Richard Donner[image: External link] and principal cast revisited the characters in three sequels, Lethal Weapon 2[image: External link] (1989), Lethal Weapon 3[image: External link] (1993), and Lethal Weapon 4[image: External link] (1998). With its fourth installment, the Lethal Weapon series embodied "the quintessence of the buddy cop pic[image: External link]".[60]

The film series has since been rebooted with a television adaptation[image: External link], currently airing on FOX[image: External link].
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Main article: Hamlet (1990 film)[image: External link]


Gibson made the unusual transition from action to classical drama, playing William Shakespeare[image: External link]'s Danish prince in Franco Zeffirelli[image: External link]'s Hamlet[image: External link]. Gibson was cast alongside experienced Shakespearean[image: External link] actors Ian Holm, Alan Bates, and Paul Scofield[image: External link]. He compared working with Scofield to being "thrown into the ring with Mike Tyson[image: External link]".[61] Scofield said of Gibson "Not the sort of actor you'd think would make an ideal Hamlet, but he had enormous integrity and intelligence."[62]
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Main article: Braveheart[image: External link]


In 1995, Mel Gibson directed, produced, and starred in Braveheart[image: External link], a biographical film of Sir William Wallace[image: External link], a Scottish nationalist who was executed in 1305 for "high treason[image: External link]" against King Edward I of England[image: External link]. Gibson received two Academy Awards[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link] and Best Picture[image: External link], for his second directorial effort. In winning the Academy Award for Best Director, Gibson became only the sixth actor-turned-filmmaker to do so.[63] Braveheart[image: External link] influenced the Scottish nationalist movement and helped to revive the film genre of the historical epic; the Battle of Stirling Bridge[image: External link] sequence is considered by critics to be one of the all-time-best-directed battle scenes.[64]

The film's depiction of the Prince of Wales[image: External link] as an effeminate homosexual caused the film to be attacked by the Gay Alliance. The Gay Alliance was especially enraged by a scene in which King Edward I murders his son's male lover by throwing him out of a castle window.

Gibson, who had previously been reported making several homophobic statements,[65] now replied, "The fact that King Edward throws this character out a window has nothing to do with him being gay ... He's terrible to his son, to everybody."[66]

Gibson asserted that the reason that king Edward I kills his son's lover is because the king is a " psychopath[image: External link]".[67] Gibson also expressed bewilderment that some filmgoers laughed at this murder:


We cut a scene out, unfortunately ... where you really got to know that character (Edward II) and to understand his plight and his pain... But it just stopped the film in the first act so much that you thought, 'When's this story going to start?'[68]
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Main article: The Passion of the Christ[image: External link]


Gibson directed, produced, co-wrote, and funded the 2004 film The Passion of the Christ[image: External link], which chronicled the passion[image: External link] and death of Jesus (Jim Caviezel[image: External link]). The film was shot exclusively in Aramaic[image: External link], Latin[image: External link], and Hebrew[image: External link]. Although Gibson originally intended to release the film without subtitles; he eventually relented for theatrical exhibition. The film sparked divergent reviews, ranging from high praise to criticism of the violence.

The Anti-Defamation League[image: External link] accused Gibson of anti-semitism[image: External link] over the film's unflattering depiction of Caiaphas[image: External link] and the Sanhedrin[image: External link].

In The Nation[image: External link], reviewer Katha Pollitt[image: External link] said, "Gibson has violated just about every precept of the (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops) conference's own 1988 'Criteria' for the portrayal of Jews in dramatizations of the Passion (no bloodthirsty Jews, no rabble, no use of Scripture that reinforces negative stereotypes of Jews, etc.) ... The priests have big noses and gnarly faces, lumpish bodies, yellow teeth; Herod Antipas[image: External link] and his court are a bizarre collection of oily-haired, epicene[image: External link] perverts. The 'good Jews' look like Italian movie stars (Magdalene actually is an Italian movie star, the lovely Monica Bellucci[image: External link]); Mary, who would have been around 50 and appeared 70, could pass for a ripe 35."[69]

Among those to defend Gibson were Orthodox Jewish[image: External link] Rabbi Daniel Lapin[image: External link] and radio personality Michael Medved[image: External link]. Referring to ADL National Director Abraham Foxman[image: External link], Rabbi Lapin said that by calling The Passion of the Christ anti-Semitic[image: External link], "what he is saying is that the only way (for Christians) to escape the wrath of Foxman is to repudiate (their own) faith."

In an interview with the Globe and Mail[image: External link], Gibson stated, "If anyone has distorted Gospel passages to rationalize cruelty towards Jews or anyone, it's in defiance of repeated Papal condemnation. The Papacy[image: External link] has condemned racism in any form... Jesus died for the sins of all times, and I'll be the first on the line for culpability".[70]

Eventually, the continued media attacks began to anger Gibson. After his father's Holocaust denial was sharply criticized in print by The New York Times writer Frank Rich[image: External link],[71] Gibson retorted, "I want to kill him. I want his intestines on a stick.... I want to kill his dog."[72][73]

Gibson's Traditionalist Catholic[image: External link] upbringing was also the target of criticism. In a 2006 interview with Diane Sawyer[image: External link], Gibson stated that he feels that his "human rights were violated" by the often vitriolic attacks on his person, his family, and his religious beliefs which were sparked by The Passion.[74]

The film grossed US$611,899,420 worldwide and $370,782,930 in the US alone,[75] surpassing any motion picture starring Gibson.[76] In US box offices, it became the eighth (at the time) highest-grossing film in history[77] and the highest-grossing rated R[image: External link] film of all time.[78] The film was nominated for three Academy Awards[image: External link][79] and won the People's Choice Award[image: External link] for Favorite Dramatic Motion Picture.[80]
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Main article: Apocalypto[image: External link]


Gibson received further critical acclaim for his directing of the 2006 action-adventure film Apocalypto[image: External link].[81] Gibson's fourth directorial effort is set in Mesoamerica[image: External link] during the early 16th century against the turbulent end times[image: External link] of a Maya civilization[image: External link]. The sparse dialogue is spoken in the Yucatec Maya language[image: External link] by a cast of Native American[image: External link] descent.[82][83]

Gibson himself has stated that the film is an attempt at making a deliberate point about great civilizations and what causes them to decline and disintegrate. Gibson said, "People think that modern man is so enlightened, but we're susceptible to the same forces – and we are also capable of the same heroism and transcendence."[84][85] This theme is further explored by a quote from Will Durant[image: External link], which is superimposed at the very beginning of the film: "A great civilization is not conquered from without until it has destroyed itself from within."
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Gibson starred in The Beaver, a domestic drama about a depressed alcoholic directed by former Maverick co-star Jodie Foster.[86] The Beaver premiered at The South by Southwest Festival[image: External link] in Austin, TX on March 16, 2011. The opening weekend in 22 theaters was considered a flop: it made $104,000 which comes to a per-theater average of $4,745.[87] The film's distributor, Summit Entertainment[image: External link], had originally planned for a wide release of The Beaver for the weekend of 20 May, but after the initial box-office returns for the film, the company changed course and decided instead to give the film a "limited art-house run".[88] Michael Cieply[image: External link] of The New York Times observed on June 5, 2011, that the film had cleared just about $1 million, making it a certified "flop".[89] Director Jodie Foster opined that the film did not do well with American audiences because it was a dramedy[image: External link], and "very often Americans are not comfortable with [that]".[90]

Before its release, much of the coverage focussed on the unavoidable association between the protagonist's issues and Mel Gibson's own well-publicized personal and legal problems (see § Alcohol abuse and legal issues), including a conviction of battery of his ex-girlfriend.[91] Wrote Time magazine: "The Beaver is a somber, sad domestic drama featuring an alcoholic in acute crisis ... It’s hard to separate Gibson’s true-life story from what’s happening onscreen."[92]
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In 2014, Gibson signed on to direct Hacksaw Ridge[image: External link], a World War II drama based on the true story of conscientious objector Desmond T. Doss[image: External link], played by Andrew Garfield[image: External link].[93] The film premiered at the 73rd Venice Film Festival[image: External link] in September 2016[94] and received what the New Zealand Herald[image: External link] calls "rave reviews".[95][96] It has won or been nominated for many awards[image: External link], including Golden Globe nominations for Best Picture[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link] for Gibson and Best Actor[image: External link] for Garfield. Hacksaw Bridge was also nominated for an Academy Award[image: External link] for Best Picture[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link], Best Actor[image: External link], Best Sound Editing[image: External link], Best Sound Mixing[image: External link] and Best Film Editing[image: External link].[97][98] The film grossed $164 million worldwide, four times its production costs.[99]
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In 2007 Gibson stated if he planned to return to acting and specifically to action roles, Gibson said: "I think I'm too old for that, but you never know. I just like telling stories. Entertainment is valid and I guess I'll probably do it again before it's over. You know, do something that people won't get mad with me for."[100]

He has also expressed an intention to direct a movie set during the Viking Age[image: External link], starring Leonardo DiCaprio. Like The Passion of the Christ and Apocalypto, he wants this speculative film to feature dialogue in period languages.[101] However, DiCaprio ultimately opted out of the project.[102] In a 2012 interview, Gibson announced that the project, which he has titled Berserker, was still moving forward.[103]

In 2011, it was announced that Gibson had commissioned a screenplay from Joe Eszterhas[image: External link] about the Maccabees[image: External link]. The film is to be distributed by Warner Brothers Pictures[image: External link]. The announcement generated significant controversy.[104] In April 2012, Eszterhas wrote a letter to Gibson accusing him of sabotaging their film about the Maccabees because he "hates Jews", and citing a series of private incidents during which he allegedly heard Gibson express extremely racist views. Although written as a private letter, it was subsequently published on a film industry website.[105] In response, Gibson stated that he still intends to make the film, but will not base it upon Eszterhas' script, which he called substandard.[106] Eszterhas then claimed his son had secretly recorded a number of Gibson's alleged "hateful rants".[107] In a 2012 interview, Gibson explained that the Maccabees film was still in preparation. He explained that he was drawn to the Biblical account of the uprising due to its similarity to the American Old West genre[image: External link].[103]

As of 2013, Gibson's cancelled projects included a film about the writing of the Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link],[108] and a Richard Donner[image: External link]-helmed film with the working title Sam and George.[109]

In June 2016, Gibson announced that he will reunite with Braveheart screenwriter Randall Wallace[image: External link] to make a sequel for The Passion of the Christ, focusing on the resurrection of Jesus[image: External link].[110] In early November 2016, Gibson revealed in The Late Show with Stephen Colbert[image: External link] the sequel's title to be Resurrection. He also stated that the project could "probably be three years off" because "it's a big subject".[111]
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Gibson met Robyn Denise Moore in the late 1970s, soon after filming Mad Max[image: External link], in Adelaide[image: External link]. At the time, Robyn was a dental nurse and Mel was an unknown actor working for the South Australian Theatre Company[image: External link].[112] On June 7, 1980, Mel and Robyn Gibson were married in a Roman Catholic church in Forestville, New South Wales[image: External link].[113] They have one daughter, Hannah (b. 1980), and six sons: Edward (b. 1982), Christian (b. 1982), William (b. 1985), Louis (b. 1988), Milo (b. 1990), and Thomas (b. 1999); and three grandchildren as of 2011.[114][115]

After 26 years of marriage, Mel and Robyn Gibson separated on July 29, 2006.[116][117] In a 2011 interview, Gibson stated that the separation[image: External link] began the day following his arrest for drunk driving in Malibu.[118] Robyn Gibson filed for divorce on April 13, 2009, citing irreconcilable differences[image: External link]. In a joint statement, the Gibsons declared, "Throughout our marriage and separation we have always strived to maintain the privacy and integrity of our family and will continue to do so."[10] The divorce filing followed the March 2009 release of photographs appearing to show him on a beach embracing Russian pianist Oksana Grigorieva[image: External link].[119][120] Gibson's divorce was finalized on December 23, 2011, and the settlement with his ex-wife was said to be the highest in Hollywood history at over $400 million.[121]

On April 28, 2009, Gibson made a red carpet appearance with Grigorieva. Grigorieva, who had previously had a son with actor Timothy Dalton[image: External link],[122] gave birth to Gibson's daughter Lucia on October 30, 2009.[123][124][125] In April 2010, it was made public that Gibson and Grigorieva had split.[126] On June 21, 2010, Grigorieva filed a restraining order against Gibson to keep him away from her and their child. The restraining order was modified the next day regarding Gibson's contact with their child.[127] Gibson obtained a restraining order against Grigorieva on June 25, 2010.[127][128] In response to claims by Grigorieva that an incident of domestic violence occurred in January 2010, the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department launched a domestic violence investigation in July 2010.[129][130]

On July 9, 2010, some audio recordings alleged to be of Gibson were posted on the internet.[131] The same day Gibson was dropped by his agency, William Morris Endeavor.[131] Civil rights[image: External link] activists alleged that Gibson had shown patterns of racism, sexism, and anti-Semitism and called for a boycott of Gibson's films.[132]

Gibson's estranged wife Robyn filed a court statement declaring that she never experienced any abuse from Gibson,[133] while forensic[image: External link] experts have questioned the validity of some of the tapes.[134] In March 2011, Mel Gibson agreed to plead no contest[image: External link] to a misdemeanor battery charge.[135]

In April 2011, Gibson finally broke his silence about the incident in question. In an interview with Deadline.com, Gibson expressed gratitude to longtime friends Whoopi Goldberg[image: External link] and Jodie Foster, both of whom had spoken publicly in his defense. About the recordings, Gibson said,


I've never treated anyone badly or in a discriminatory way based on their gender, race, religion or sexuality – period. I don't blame some people for thinking that though, from the garbage they heard on those leaked tapes, which have been edited. You have to put it all in the proper context of being in an irrationally, heated discussion at the height of a breakdown, trying to get out of a really unhealthy relationship. It's one terribly awful moment in time, said to one person, in the span of one day and doesn't represent what I truly believe or how I've treated people my entire life.[118]



In the same interview, Gibson stated,


I was allowed to end the case and still maintain my innocence. It's called a West Plea[image: External link][136] and it's not something that prosecutors normally allow. But in my case, the prosecutors and the judge agreed that it was the right thing to do. I could have continued to fight this for years and it probably would have come out fine. But I ended it for my children and my family. This was going to be such a circus. You don't drag other people in your life through this sewer needlessly, so I'll take the hit and move on.[118]



In August 2011, Gibson settled with Grigorieva and she was awarded $750,000, joint legal custody and a house in Sherman Oaks, California until their three-year-old daughter Lucia turns 18. In 2013, Grigorieva sued her attorneys accusing them of advising her to sign a bad agreement, including one with Gibson that holds her taking legal action against him would compromise her financial settlement.[137]

As of 2014, Gibson is in a relationship with former champion equestrian vaulter and writer Rosalind Ross.[138][139] Ross gave birth to their son, and Gibson's ninth child, Lars Gerard, on January 20, 2017 in Los Angeles.[140]
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Gibson is a property investor, with multiple properties in Malibu[image: External link], California, several locations in Costa Rica[image: External link], a private island in Fiji[image: External link] and properties in Australia.[141][142] In December 2004, Gibson sold his 300-acre (1.2 km2) Australian farm in the Kiewa Valley[image: External link] for $6 million.[143] Also in December 2004, Gibson purchased Mago Island[image: External link] in Fiji from Tokyu Corporation[image: External link] of Japan for $15 million. Descendants of the original native inhabitants of Mago, who were displaced in the 1860s, have protested the purchase. Gibson stated it was his intention to retain the pristine environment of the undeveloped island.[144] In early 2005, he sold his 45,000-acre (180 km2) Montana[image: External link] ranch to a neighbor.[145] In April 2007 he purchased a 400-acre (1.6 km2) ranch in Costa Rica[image: External link] for $26 million, and in July 2007 he sold his 76-acre (31 ha) Tudor estate in Connecticut[image: External link] (which he purchased in 1994 for $9 million) for $40 million to an unnamed buyer.[146] Also that month, he sold a Malibu[image: External link] property for $30 million that he had purchased for $24 million two years before.[147] In 2008, he purchased the Malibu[image: External link] home of David Duchovny[image: External link] and Téa Leoni.[148]
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As a director, he sometimes breaks the tension on set by having his actors perform serious scenes wearing a red clown nose.[149] Helena Bonham Carter, who appeared alongside him in Hamlet[image: External link], said of him, "He has a very basic sense of humor. It's a bit lavatorial and not very sophisticated."[150] During the filming of Hamlet, Gibson would relieve pressure on the set by mooning[image: External link] the cast and crew, directly following a serious scene.[151] Gibson inserted a single frame of himself smoking a cigarette into the 2005 teaser trailer of Apocalypto[image: External link].[152]
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Gibson and his former wife have contributed a substantial amount of money to various charities, one of which is Healing the Children. According to Cris Embleton, one of the founders, the Gibsons gave millions to provide lifesaving medical treatment to needy children worldwide.[153][154] They also supported the restoration of Renaissance artwork[image: External link][155] and gave millions of dollars to NIDA[image: External link].[156]

Gibson donated $500,000 to the El Mirador Basin[image: External link] Project to protect the last tract of virgin rain forest in Central America and to fund archeological excavations in the "cradle of Mayan civilization."[157] In July 2007, Gibson again visited Central America to make arrangements for donations to the indigenous population. Gibson met with Costa Rican President Óscar Arias[image: External link] to discuss how to "channel the funds."[158] During the same month, Gibson pledged to give financial assistance to a Malaysian company named Green Rubber Global for a tire recycling factory located in Gallup[image: External link], New Mexico.[159] While on a business trip to Singapore in September 2007, Gibson donated to a local charity for children with chronic and terminal illnesses.[160] Gibson is also a supporter of Angels at Risk[image: External link], a nonprofit organization focusing on education about drug and alcohol abuse among teens.[161]

In a 2011 interview, Gibson said of his philanthropic works, "It gives you perspective. It's one of my faults, you tend to focus on yourself a lot. Which is not always the healthiest thing for your psyche or anything else. If you take a little time out to think about other people, it's good. It's uplifting."[162]
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Gibson was raised a Sedevacantist traditionalist Catholic[image: External link].[14] When asked about the Catholic doctrine of Extra Ecclesiam nulla salus[image: External link], Gibson replied, "There is no salvation for those outside the Church ... I believe it. Put it this way. My wife is a saint. She's a much better person than I am. Honestly. She's... Episcopalian, Church of England. She prays, she believes in God, she knows Jesus, she believes in that stuff. And it's just not fair if she doesn't make it, she's better than I am. But that is a pronouncement from the chair. I go with it."[72][163] When he was asked whether John 14:6[image: External link] is an intolerant position, he said that "through the merits[image: External link] of Jesus' sacrifice... even people who don't know Jesus are able to be saved, but through him."[164] Acquaintance Father William Fulco[image: External link] has said that Gibson denies neither the Pope nor Vatican II[image: External link].[165] Gibson told Diane Sawyer[image: External link] that he believes non-Catholics and non-Christians can go to Heaven[image: External link].[74][166]
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Gibson has been described as " ultraconservative[image: External link]".[167]

Gibson complimented filmmaker Michael Moore[image: External link] and his documentary Fahrenheit 9/11[image: External link] when he and Moore were recognized at the 2005 People's Choice Awards.[168] Gibson's Icon Productions[image: External link] originally agreed to finance Moore's film, but later sold the rights to Miramax Films[image: External link]. Moore said that his agent Ari Emanuel[image: External link] claimed that "top Republicans" called Mel Gibson to tell him, "don't expect to get more invitations to the White House".[169] Icon's spokesman dismissed this story, saying "We never run from a controversy. You'd have to be out of your mind to think that of the company that just put out The Passion of the Christ[image: External link]."[170]

In a 1990 interview with Barbara Walters[image: External link], Gibson said: "God is the only one who knows how many children we should have, and we should be ready to accept them. One can't decide for oneself who comes into this world and who doesn't. That decision doesn't belong to us."[171]

In a July 1995 interview with Playboy[image: External link] magazine, Gibson said President Bill Clinton[image: External link] was a "low-level opportunist" and someone was "telling him what to do". He said that the Rhodes Scholarship[image: External link] was established for young men and women who want to strive for a "new world order[image: External link]" and this was a campaign for Marxism.[172] Gibson later backed away from such conspiracy theories saying, "It was like: 'Hey, tell us a conspiracy'... so I laid out this thing, and suddenly, it was like I was talking the gospel truth, espousing all this political shit like I believed in it."[173] In the same 1995 Playboy interview, Gibson argued against ordaining women to the priesthood.[174]

In 2004, he publicly spoke out against taxpayer-funded embryonic stem-cell research[image: External link] that involves the cloning and destruction of human embryos.[175] In March 2005, he condemned the outcome of the Terri Schiavo case[image: External link], referring to Schiavo's death as "state-sanctioned murder".[176]

Gibson questioned the Iraq War[image: External link] in March 2004.[177] In 2006, Gibson said that the "fearmongering" depicted in his film Apocalypto "reminds me a little of President Bush and his guys."[167]

In a 2011 interview, Gibson stated:


The whole notion of politics is they always present you with this or this or this. I'll get a newspaper to read between the lines. Why do you have to adhere to prescribed formulas that they have and people argue over them and they're all in a box. And you watch Fox[image: External link] claw CNN[image: External link], and CNN claw Fox. Sometimes I catch a piece of the news and it seems insanity to me. I quietly support candidates. I'm not out there banging a drum for candidates. But I have supported a candidate and it's a whole other world. Once you've been exposed to it, once or twice or however many times, if you know the facts and see how they're presented, it's mind-boggling. It's a very scary arena to be in, but I do vote. I go in there and pull the lever. It's kind of like pulling the lever and watching the trap door fall out from beneath you. Why should we trust any of these people? None of them ever deliver on anything. It's always disappointing.[118]
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Gibson has said that he started drinking at the age of 13.[178] In a 2002 interview about his time at NIDA[image: External link], Gibson said, "I had really good highs but some very low lows. I found out recently I'm manic depressive."[179]

Gibson was banned from driving in Ontario for three months in 1984, after rear-ending a car in Toronto while under the influence of alcohol.[180] He retreated to his Australian farm for over a year to recover, but he continued to struggle with drinking. Despite this problem, Gibson gained a reputation in Hollywood for professionalism and punctuality such that Lethal Weapon 2[image: External link] director Richard Donner[image: External link] was shocked when Gibson confided that he was drinking five pints of beer for breakfast.[74] Reflecting in 2003 and 2004, Gibson said that despair in his mid-30s led him to contemplate suicide, and he meditated on Christ's Passion[image: External link] to heal his wounds.[74][163][181] He took more time off acting in 1991 and sought professional help.[182] That year, Gibson's attorneys were unsuccessful at blocking the Sunday Mirror[image: External link] from publishing what Gibson shared at AA[image: External link] meetings.[183][clarification needed[image: External link]] In 1992, Gibson provided financial support to Hollywood's Recovery Center, saying, "Alcoholism is something that runs in my family. It's something that's close to me. People do come back from it, and it's a miracle."[184]

On July 28, 2006, Gibson was arrested by a deputy James Mee of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department[image: External link] for driving under the influence[image: External link] (DUI) while speeding in his vehicle with an open container of alcohol, which is illegal in California. According to a 2011 article in Vanity Fair, Gibson first told the arresting officer, "My life is over. I'm fucked. Robyn's going to leave me."[185] According to the arrest report, Gibson exploded into an angry tirade when the arresting officer would not allow him to drive home. Gibson climaxed with the words, "Fucking Jews... the Jews are responsible for all the wars in the world. Are you a Jew?"[186][187] The arresting Sheriff's Deputy, James Mee, was Jewish.[188]

After the arrest report was leaked on TMZ[image: External link].com, Gibson issued two apologies through his publicist,[189] and—in a televised interview with Diane Sawyer[image: External link]—he affirmed the accuracy of the quotations.[190] He further apologized for his "despicable" behavior, saying that the comments were "blurted out in a moment of insanity",[191] and asked to meet with Jewish leaders to help him "discern the appropriate path for healing."[192] After Gibson's arrest, his publicist said he had entered a recovery program[image: External link] to battle alcoholism.

On August 17, 2006, Gibson pleaded no contest to a misdemeanor drunken-driving charge and was sentenced to three years probation.[191] He was ordered to attend self-help meetings five times a week for four and a half months and three times a week for the remainder of the first year of his probation. He was also ordered to attend a First Offenders Program, was fined $1,300, and his license was restricted for 90 days.[191]

At a May 2007 progress hearing, Gibson was praised for his compliance with the terms of his probation and his extensive participation in a self-help program beyond what was required.[193]

Gibson's controversial statements resulted in him being blacklisted in Hollywood for almost a decade. Robert Downey Jr.[194] and journalist Allison Hope Weiner[195] advocated for forgiveness for Gibson in 2014. In 2016, a "thaw" for Gibson began to occur, with his film Hacksaw Ridge[image: External link] receiving Academy Award nominations, and actors and agencies becoming eager to work with him again.[196]
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 Controversies




See also: Braveheart § Portrayal of Longshanks and Prince Edward[image: External link], and The Passion of the Christ § Allegations of antisemitism[image: External link]


The Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation[image: External link] (GLAAD) accused Gibson of homophobia[image: External link] after a December 1991 interview in the Spanish newspaper El País[image: External link] in which he made derogatory comments about homosexuals.[65][197] Gibson later defended his comments[65] and rejected calls to apologize even as he faced fresh accusations of homophobia in the wake of his film Braveheart.[172] However, Gibson joined GLAAD in hosting 10 lesbian and gay filmmakers for an on-location seminar on the set of the movie Conspiracy Theory[image: External link] in January 1997.[198] In 1999 when asked about the comments to El País, Gibson said, "I shouldn't have said it, but I was tickling a bit of vodka[image: External link] during that interview, and the quote came back to bite me on the ass."[173]

In July 2010, Gibson had been recorded during a phone call with Oksana Grigorieva[image: External link] suggesting that if she got "raped by a pack of niggers," she would be to blame.[199][200][201][202] Gibson was barred from coming near Grigorieva or their daughter due to a domestic violence[image: External link]-related restraining order[image: External link].[199] The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department launched a domestic violence investigation against Gibson,[130] later dropped when Gibson pleaded no contest to a misdemeanor battery charge.[135]
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 Theatre credits






	Year
	Title
	Venue
	Notes



	1976
	Le Chateau d'Hydro-Therapie Magnetique
	Jane Street Theatre, Sydney
	With Steve Bisley[image: External link]



	1977
	Mother and Son
	NIDA Theatre, Sydney
	With Steve Bisley[image: External link] and Judy Davis[image: External link]



	1977
	The Hostage
	NIDA Theatre, Sydney
	With Steve Bisley[image: External link]



	1977
	Once in a Lifetime[image: External link]
	NIDA Theatre, Sydney
	With Steve Bisley[image: External link] and Judy Davis[image: External link]



	1978
	Oedipus the King[image: External link]
	Adelaide Festival of the Arts
	With Colin Friels[image: External link]



	1978
	Cedoona
	Adelaide Festival of the Arts
	With Colin Friels[image: External link] and Judy Davis[image: External link]



	1978
	The Les Darcy[image: External link] Show
	Adelaide Festival of the Arts
	With Colin Friels[image: External link] and Judy Davis[image: External link]



	1979
	Romeo and Juliet[image: External link]
	Perth & Sydney
	With Angela Punch-McGregor[image: External link]



	1979
	Waiting for Godot[image: External link]
	
	With Geoffrey Rush[image: External link]



	1979
	On Our Selection[image: External link]
	Sydney
	Directed by George Whaley[image: External link]



	1981
	No Names, No Pack Drill
	Sydney
	With Noni Hazelhurst[image: External link]



	1982
	Death of a Salesman[image: External link]
	Sydney
	Directed by George Ogilvie[image: External link]



	1993
	Love Letters[image: External link] by A. R. Gurney[image: External link]
	Telluride[image: External link], Colorado
	With Sissy Spacek[image: External link]
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 Awards and honors




In 1985, Gibson was named the "Sexiest Man Alive[image: External link]" by People[image: External link], the first person to be named so.[203] Gibson quietly declined the Chevalier des Arts et Lettres[image: External link] from the French government in 1995 as a protest against France's resumption of nuclear testing in the Southwest Pacific.[204] On July 25, 1997, Gibson was named an honorary Officer of the Order of Australia[image: External link] (AO), in recognition of his "service to the Australian film industry". The award was honorary because substantive awards are made only to Australian citizens.[205][206]


	
Australian Film Institute Award[image: External link]: Best Actor in a Lead Role, for Tim[image: External link] (1979)[207] and Gallipoli[image: External link] (1981)[208]


	
Academy Award[image: External link]: Best Picture, for Braveheart[image: External link] (1995)[63]


	Academy Award: Best Director, for Braveheart (1995)[63]


	
People's Choice Awards: Favorite Motion Picture Actor (1991,[209] 1997,[210] 2001,[211] 2003,[212] 2004)[213]


	People's Choice Awards: Favorite Motion Picture Star in a Comedy (2001)[211]


	ShoWest Award: Male Star of the Year (1993)[214]


	ShoWest Award: Director of the Year (1996)[215]


	American Cinematheque Gala Tribute: American Cinematheque Award (1995)[216]


	
Hasty Pudding Theatricals[image: External link]: Man of the Year (1997)[217]


	
Australian Film Institute[image: External link]: Global Achievement Award (2002)[218]


	Honorary Doctorate Recipient and Undergraduate Commencement Speaker, Loyola Marymount University[image: External link] (2003)[219]


	World's most powerful celebrity by U.S. business magazine Forbes (2004)[220]


	
The Hollywood Reporter Innovator of the Year (2004)[221]


	Honorary fellowship in Performing Arts by Limkokwing University[image: External link] (2007)[222]


	Outstanding Contribution to World Cinema Award at the Irish Film and Television Awards[image: External link] (2008)[223]


	
AACTA Awards[image: External link], Best Film[image: External link], for Hacksaw Ridge[image: External link] (2016)[224][225][226]


	AACTA Awards, Best Direction[image: External link], for Hacksaw Ridge (2016)[224][225][227]


	
Hollywood Film Awards[image: External link], Hollywood Director Award, for Hacksaw Ridge (2016)[228]




Nominations


	
Saturn Award for Best Actor[image: External link] for Mad Max 2[image: External link] (1981)

	
Australian Film Institute Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link] for The Year of Living Dangerously[image: External link] (1982)

	
MTV Movie Award[image: External link] for Best Kiss (with Rene Russo[image: External link]) and Most Desirable Male[image: External link] for Lethal Weapon 3[image: External link] (1992)

	
BAFTA Award for Best Direction[image: External link], Directors Guild of America Award[image: External link], MTV Movie Award for Best Performance - Male[image: External link], and MTV Movie Award for Most Desirable Male[image: External link] for Braveheart[image: External link] (1995)

	
Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama[image: External link] for Ransom[image: External link] (1996)

	
MTV Movie Award for Best Action Sequence[image: External link] (with Danny Glover[image: External link]) for Lethal Weapon 4[image: External link] (1998)

	
Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link] for What Women Want[image: External link] (2000)

	
MTV Movie Award for Best Performance - Male[image: External link] for The Patriot[image: External link] (2000)

	
Satellite Award for Best Director[image: External link] for The Passion of the Christ[image: External link] (2004)

	
BAFTA Award for Best Film Not in the English Language[image: External link] and Golden Globe Award for Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link] for Apocalypto[image: External link] (2006)

	
Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Supporting Actor[image: External link] for The Expendables 3[image: External link]
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Matthew Vaughn






"Matthew Vaughan" redirects here. For the politician, see Matthew Vaughan-Davies, 1st Baron Ystwyth[image: External link].

Matthew Allard de Vere Drummond[1] (born Matthew Allard Robert Vaughn; 7 March 1971) is an English film producer, director, and screenwriter.[2] He is best known for producing such films as Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels[image: External link] (1998) and Snatch[image: External link] (2000) and directing the films Layer Cake[image: External link] (2004), Stardust[image: External link] (2007), Kick-Ass[image: External link] (2010), X-Men: First Class (2011), and Kingsman: The Secret Service[image: External link] (2015).
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 Early life




Vaughn was born in London. He had thought that he was the child of an affair between his mother, Kathy Ceaton (died 20 July 2013), and American actor Robert Vaughn[image: External link]. A paternity investigation[3] subsequently identified his father as George Albert Harley de Vere Drummond,[4][5] an English aristocrat who is a godson of King George VI[image: External link].

Early in Vaughn's life, before the paternity investigation, Robert Vaughn asked for the child's surname to be Vaughn, and it continues today as Vaughn's professional name, though he now uses de Vere Drummond in his personal life.[6]

Vaughn was educated at Stowe School[image: External link] in Buckingham. Taking a gap year between Stowe and university, he travelled around the world on a Hard Rock Cafe[image: External link] tour. After arriving in Los Angeles he began working as an assistant to a film director. He later returned to London, and attended University College London[image: External link] studying anthropology and ancient history. He dropped out after a few weeks.
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 Career




Aged 25, Vaughn produced a low-budget thriller, The Innocent Sleep[image: External link] (1995), starring Annabella Sciorra[image: External link] and Michael Gambon[image: External link].[7] He continued as a producer on close friend Guy Ritchie[image: External link]'s film Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels[image: External link]. The film was a critical, popular and financial success, earning Vaughn and Ritchie £9 million each. Vaughn would later produce Ritchie's Snatch[image: External link] and Swept Away[image: External link].

Vaughn made his directorial debut in 2004 with Layer Cake[image: External link]. The film was well received and its success led to Vaughn being tapped to direct X-Men: The Last Stand (2006), but he dropped out only two weeks before filming began. Subsequently he was very critical of Brett Ratner[image: External link]'s direction of the film. For his next project he co-wrote and directed Stardust[image: External link], followed by an movie adaptation[image: External link] of Mark Millar[image: External link]'s Kick-Ass[image: External link] in 2010. Vaughn directed and co-wrote the first film in the prequel trilogy of the X-Men film universe titled, X-Men: First Class (2011).[8] Vaughn was signed to return to the series as director of the sequel, X-Men: Days of Future Past (2014), but dropped out in favour of Bryan Singer[image: External link] who had directed the first two films in the original trilogy, X-Men and X2: X-Men United. Vaughn remained attached to the film by co-writing the script.[9] Vaughn's next directorial project, was Kingsman: The Secret Service[image: External link] (2015), an adaptation of Mark Millar[image: External link] and David Gibbons[image: External link]'s comic book The Secret Service[image: External link]. The film was scripted by Vaughn and Jane Goldman, and produced by Vaughn's production company Marv Films.[10][11][12][13][14][15]

Vaughn returned to direct, produce, and co-write the Kingsman sequel titled, Kingsman: The Golden Circle[image: External link] which will be released in theaters in September 2017.
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 Personal life




On 25 May 2002, Vaughn married German model Claudia Schiffer[image: External link] in Suffolk.[16] The couple have three children: son Caspar Matthew de Vere (born 30 January 2003) and daughters Clementine Poppy (born 11 November 2004) and Cosima Violet (born 14 May 2010).[17][18] The couple have homes in Notting Hill[image: External link],[19] and own Coldham Hall[image: External link], Stanningfield[image: External link], Suffolk[image: External link].[20]
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Director[image: External link]
	Writer[image: External link]
	Producer[image: External link]
	Notes



	1996
	The Innocent Sleep[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	



	1998
	Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	Nominated – BAFTA Award for Best British Film[image: External link]



	2000
	Snatch[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	



	2001
	Mean Machine[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	



	2002
	Swept Away[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Picture[image: External link]



	2003
	A Short Film About John Bolton[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	Short film[image: External link]



	2004
	Layer Cake[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Empire Award for Best British Director[image: External link]

Nominated – BAFTA Award for Most Promising Newcomer[image: External link]

Nominated – British Independent Douglas Hickox Award[image: External link]

Nominated – Empire Award for Best Newcomer[image: External link]



	2007
	Stardust[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation, Long Form[image: External link]



	2009
	Harry Brown[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	



	2010
	Kick-Ass[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Writers' Guild of Great Britain Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated – British Independent Film Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Nominated – British Independent Film Award for Best Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated – Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Action Movie[image: External link]

Nominated – Empire Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Nominated – European Film Award for Best Film[image: External link]

Nominated – Evening Standard British Film Award for Best Film[image: External link]

Nominated – Evening Standard British Film Award for Best Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated – SFX Award for Best Film[image: External link]



	The Debt[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2011
	X-Men: First Class
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Nominated – Scream Award for Best Director[image: External link]



	2013
	Kick-Ass 2[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	



	2014
	X-Men: Days of Future Past
	
	Yes
	
	



	2015
	Kingsman: The Secret Service[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	



	Fantastic Four[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Picture[image: External link]

Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Prequel, Remake, Rip-off or Sequel[image: External link]



	2016
	Eddie the Eagle[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	



	2017
	Kingsman: The Golden Circle[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Post-production



	TBA
	I Am Pilgrim[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Announced
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Director[image: External link]
	Writer[image: External link]
	Producer[image: External link]
	Notes



	2000
	Lock, Stock...[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	Executive producer



	2003
	Swag[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	Executive producer



	2003
	Make My Day
	
	
	Yes
	Documentary

Executive producer
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	Year
	Title
	Director[image: External link]
	Writer[image: External link]
	Producer[image: External link]
	Notes
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Shapeshifting






"Shapeshift" redirects here. For the Swiss company, see ShapeShift[image: External link].

"Shapeshifter" redirects here. For other uses, see Shapeshifter (disambiguation)[image: External link].

In mythology[image: External link], folklore[image: External link] and speculative fiction[image: External link], shapeshifting (or metamorphosis)[citation needed[image: External link]] is the ability of a being or creature to completely transform its physical form or shape. This is usually achieved through an inherent ability of a mythological creature, divine intervention, or the use of magic.

The idea of shapeshifting is present in the oldest forms of totemism[image: External link] and shamanism[image: External link], as well as the oldest extant literature and epic poems[image: External link], including works such as the Epic of Gilgamesh[image: External link] and the Iliad[image: External link], where the shapeshifting is usually induced by the act of a deity[image: External link]. The idea persisted through the Middle Ages[image: External link], where the agency causing shapeshifting is usually a sorcerer or witch, and into the modern period. It remains a common trope in modern fantasy[image: External link], children's literature[image: External link], and works of popular culture[image: External link].

The most common form of shapeshifting myths is that of therianthropy[image: External link], which is the transformation of a human being into an animal or conversely, of an animal into human form. Legends allow for transformations into plants and objects, and the assumption of another human countenance[image: External link] (e.g. fair to ugly).



TOP
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 Folklore and mythology




Popular shapeshifting creatures in folklore are werewolves[image: External link] and vampires[image: External link] (mostly of European[image: External link], Canadian[image: External link], and Native American[image: External link]/early American origin), the huli jing[image: External link] of East Asia[image: External link] (including the Japanese[image: External link] kitsune[image: External link] and Korean[image: External link] kumiho[image: External link]), and the gods, goddesses[image: External link], and demons[image: External link] of numerous mythologies, such as the Norse[image: External link] Loki[image: External link] or the Greek[image: External link] Proteus[image: External link]. Shapeshifting to the form of a wolf[image: External link] is specifically known as lycanthropy[image: External link], and such creatures who undergo such change are called lycanthropes. Therianthropy[image: External link] is the more general term for human-animal shifts, but it is rarely used in that capacity. It was also common for deities[image: External link] to transform mortals into animals and plants[image: External link].

Other terms for shapeshifters include metamorph, the Navajo skin-walker[image: External link], mimic, and therianthrope[image: External link]. The prefix "were-," coming from the Old English word for "man" (masculine rather than generic), is also used to designate shapeshifters; despite its root, it is used to indicate female shapeshifters as well.

While the popular idea of a shapeshifter is of a human being who turns into something else, there are numerous stories about animals that can transform themselves as well.[1]
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 Greco-Roman




Examples of shapeshifting in classical literature[image: External link] include many examples in Ovid[image: External link]'s Metamorphoses[image: External link], Circe[image: External link]'s transforming of Odysseus[image: External link]' men to pigs in Homer[image: External link]'s The Odyssey[image: External link], and Apuleius[image: External link]'s Lucius becoming a donkey in The Golden Ass[image: External link]. Proteus[image: External link] was noted among the gods for his shapeshifting; both Menelaus[image: External link] and Aristaeus[image: External link] seized him to win information from him, and succeeded only because they held on during his various changes. Nereus[image: External link] told Heracles[image: External link] where to find the Apples of the Hesperides[image: External link] for the same reason.

The Titan Metis[image: External link], the first wife of Zeus and the mother of the goddess Athena, was believed to be able to change her appearance into anything she wanted. In one story, she was so proud, that her husband, Zeus, tricked her into changing into a fly. He then swallowed her because he feared that he and Metis would have a son who would be more powerful than Zeus himself. Metis, however, was already pregnant. She stayed alive inside his head and built armor for her daughter. The banging of her metalworking made Zeus have a headache, so Hephaestus clove his head with an axe. Athena sprang from her father's head, fully grown, and in battle armor.

In Greek mythology[image: External link], the transformation is often a punishment from the gods to humans who crossed them.


	
Zeus[image: External link] transformed King Lycaon[image: External link] into a wolf (hence Lycanthropy[image: External link]) as a punishment for either killing Zeus' children or serving him the flesh of Lycaon's own murdered son Nyctimus[image: External link], depending on the exact version of the myth.

	
Demeter[image: External link] transformed Ascalabus[image: External link] into a lizard for mocking her sorrow and thirst during her search for her daughter Persephone[image: External link]. She also turned King Lyncus[image: External link] into a lynx[image: External link] for trying to murder her prophet Triptolemus[image: External link].

	
Athena[image: External link] transformed Arachne[image: External link] into a spider for challenging her as a weaver and/or weaving a tapestry that insulted the gods.

	
Artemis[image: External link] transformed Actaeon[image: External link] into a stag for spying on her bathing, and he was later devoured by his own hunting dogs.

	
Atalanta[image: External link] and Hippomenes[image: External link] were turned into lions after making love in one of Zeus' temples.

	
Io[image: External link] was a priestess of Hera[image: External link] in Argos[image: External link], a nymph who was raped by Zeus, who changed her into a heifer to escape detection.

	The young Tiresias[image: External link] was walking through a forest when he found two snakes in the act of love. He poked them with a stick and was instantly changed into a woman. He lived in this female form for many years, and even married and had children. Years later, Tiresias came across the same snakes doing the same thing. Again she poked them with a stick, and turned back into a man. Later in his life, he was asked by Zeus which of the two sexes enjoys sex more. Tiresias, speaking from experience, replied that it is woman, and Hera[image: External link] blinded him for telling her husband of the greatest secret of women. Zeus, unable to undo what his wife had done, gave the now blind Tiresias the gift of foresight. Other versions say that it was Zeus who was angered by Tiresias for saying that men did not get the most out of sex and that it was Hera who gave Tiresias the gift of foresight to comfort him. Others say that it was actually Athena[image: External link] who blinded Tiresias for seeing her nude, then gave him foresight as compensation after learning it had been an accident.



While the Greek gods could use transformation punitively – such as Medusa[image: External link], turned to a monster for having sexual intercourse with Poseidon[image: External link] in Athena[image: External link]'s temple – even more frequently, the tales using it are of amorous adventure. Zeus[image: External link] repeatedly transformed himself to approach mortals as a means of gaining access:[2]


	
Danaë[image: External link] as a shower of gold

	
Europa[image: External link] as a bull

	
Leda[image: External link] as a swan

	
Ganymede[image: External link], as an eagle

	
Alcmene[image: External link] as her husband Amphitryon[image: External link]


	
Hera[image: External link] as a cuckoo[image: External link]


	
Leto[image: External link] as a quail

	
Maia[image: External link] as a gopher

	
Semele[image: External link] as a mortal shepherd

	
Io[image: External link], as a cloud

	
Nemesis[image: External link] (Goddess of retribution) transformed into a goose to escape Zeus[image: External link]' advances, but he turned into a swan. She later bore the egg in which Helen of Troy[image: External link] was found.



Vertumnus[image: External link] transformed himself into an old woman to gain entry to Pomona[image: External link]'s orchard; there, he persuaded her to marry him.

In other tales, the woman appealed to other gods to protect her from rape[image: External link], and was transformed ( Daphne[image: External link] into laurel, Cornix[image: External link] into a crow). Unlike Zeus and other god's shapeshifting, these women were permanently metamorphosed.

In one tale, Demeter[image: External link] transformed herself into a mare to escape Poseidon[image: External link], but Poseidon counter-transformed himself into a stallion to pursue her, and succeeded in the rape. Caenis[image: External link], having been raped by Poseidon[image: External link], demanded of him that she be changed to a man. He agreed, and she became Caeneus[image: External link], a form he never lost, except, in some versions, upon death.

As a final reward from the gods for their hospitality, Baucis and Philemon[image: External link] were transformed, at their deaths, into a pair of trees.

In some variants of the tale of Narcissus[image: External link], he is turned into a narcissus[image: External link] flower.

After Tereus[image: External link] raped Philomela[image: External link] and cut out her tongue to silence her, she wove her story into a tapestry for her sister, Tereus's wife Procne, and the sisters murdered his son and fed him to his father. When he discovered this, he tried to kill them, but the gods changed them all into birds.

Sometimes metamorphoses transformed objects into humans. In the myths of both Jason[image: External link] and Cadmus[image: External link], one task set to the hero was to sow dragon's teeth[image: External link]; on being sown, they would metamorphose into belligerent warriors, and both heroes had to throw a rock to trick them into fighting each other to survive. Deucalion[image: External link] and Pyrrha[image: External link] repopulated the world after a flood by throwing stones behind them; they were transformed into people. Cadmus[image: External link] is also often known to have transformed into a dragon or serpent towards the end of his life. Pygmalion[image: External link] fell in love with Galatea[image: External link], a statue he had made. Aphrodite[image: External link] had pity on him and transformed the stone to a living woman.
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Fairies[image: External link], witches[image: External link], and wizards[image: External link] were all noted for their shapeshifting ability. Not all fairies could shapeshift, and some were limited to changing their size, as with the spriggans[image: External link], and others to a few forms and other fairies might have only the appearance of shapeshifting, through their power, called "glamour," to create illusions.[3] But others, such as the Hedley Kow[image: External link], could change to many forms, and both human and supernatural wizards were capable of both such changes, and inflicting them on others.[4]

Witches could turn into hares and in that form steal milk and butter.[5]

Many British fairy tales, such as Jack the Giant Killer[image: External link] and The Black Bull of Norroway[image: External link], feature shapeshifting.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Celtic mythology




Pwyll[image: External link] was transformed by Arawn[image: External link] into Arawn's own shape, and Arawn transformed himself into Pwyll's, so that they could trade places for a year and a day.

Llwyd ap Cil Coed[image: External link] transformed his wife and attendants into mice to attack a crop in revenge; when his wife is captured, he turned himself into three clergymen in succession to try to pay a ransom.

Math[image: External link] and Gwydion[image: External link] transform flowers into a woman named Blodeuwedd[image: External link], and when she betrays her husband Lleu[image: External link], who is transformed into an eagle, they transform her again, into an owl – Blodeuwedd.

Gilfaethwy[image: External link] committed rape with help from his brother Gwydion[image: External link]. Both were transformed into animals, for one year each. Gwydion was transformed into a stag, sow and wolf, and Gilfaethwy into a hind, boar and she-wolf. Each year, they had a child. Math turned the three young animals into boys.

Gwion[image: External link], having accidentally taken some of wisdom potion that Ceridwen[image: External link] was brewing for her son, fled her through a succession of changes that she answered with changes of her own, ending with his being eaten, a grain of corn, by her as a hen. She became pregnant, and he was reborn in a new form, as Taliesin.

Tales abound about the selkie[image: External link], a seal that can remove its skin to make contact with humans for only a short amount of time before it must return to the sea. Clan MacColdrum of Uist's foundation myths include of a union between the founder of the clan and a shapeshifting selkie[image: External link].[6] Another such creature is the Scottish selkie[image: External link], which needs its sealskin to regain its form. In The Great Silkie of Sule Skerry[image: External link] the (male) selkie seduces a human woman. Such stories surrounding these creatures are usually romantic tragedies.

Scottish mythology[image: External link] features shapeshifters, which allows the various creatures to trick, deceive, hunt, and kill humans. Water spirits such as the each uisge[image: External link], which inhabit lochs and waterways in Scotland, were said to appear as a horse or a young man.[4] Other tales include kelpies[image: External link] who emerge from lochs and rivers in the disguise of a horse or woman in order to ensnare and kill weary travelers. Tam Lin[image: External link], a man captured by the Queen of the Fairies is changed into all manner of beasts before being rescued. He finally turned into a burning coal and was thrown him into a well, whereupon he reappeared in his human form. The motif of capturing a person by holding him through all forms of transformation[image: External link] is a common thread in folktales[image: External link].[7]

Perhaps the best known Irish[image: External link] myth is that of Aoife[image: External link] who turned her stepchildren, the Children of Lir[image: External link], into swans to be rid of them. Likewise in the Wooing of Etain[image: External link] Fuamnach[image: External link] jealously turns Étaín[image: External link] into a butterfly. The most dramatic example of shapeshifting in Irish myth is that of Tuan mac Cairill[image: External link], the only survivor of Partholón[image: External link]'s settlement of Ireland. In his centuries long life he became successively a stag, a wild boar, a hawk and finally a salmon prior to being eaten and (as in the Wooing of Étaín) reborn as a human.

The Púca[image: External link] is a Celtic faery, and also a deft shapeshifter. He can transform into many different, terrifying forms.

Sadbh[image: External link], the wife of the famous hero Fionn mac Cumhaill[image: External link] was changed into a deer by the druid Fer Doirich.
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In the Lokasenna[image: External link], Odin[image: External link] and Loki[image: External link] taunt each other with having taken the form of females and nursing offspring to which they had given birth. A 13th century Edda[image: External link] relates Loki taking the form of a mare[image: External link] to bear Odin's steed Sleipnir[image: External link] which was the fastest horse ever to exist, and also the form of a she-wolf to bear Fenrir[image: External link].[8]

Svipdagr[image: External link] angered Odin[image: External link], who turned him into a dragon. Despite his monstrous appearance, his lover, the goddess Freyja[image: External link], refused to leave his side. When the warrior Hadding found and slew Svipdag, Freyja cursed him to be tormented by a tempest and shunned like the plague wherever he went. In the Hyndluljóð[image: External link], Freya[image: External link] transformed her protégé Óttar[image: External link] into a boar to conceal him. She also possessed a cloak of falcon feathers that allowed her to transform into a falcon, which Loki borrowed on occasion.

The Volsunga saga[image: External link] contains many shapeshifting characters. Siggeir[image: External link]'s mother changed into a wolf to help torture his defeated brothers-in-law with slow and ignominious deaths. When one, Sigmund[image: External link], survived, he and his nephew and son Sinfjötli[image: External link] killed men wearing wolfskins; when they donned the skins themselves, they were cursed to become werewolves[image: External link].

The dwarf Andvari[image: External link] is described as being able to magically turn into a pike[image: External link]. Alberich[image: External link], his counterpart in Richard Wagner[image: External link]'s Der Ring des Nibelungen[image: External link], using the Tarnhelm[image: External link], takes on many forms, including a giant serpent and a toad, in a failed attempt to impress or intimidate Loki and Odin/ Wotan[image: External link].

Fafnir[image: External link] was originally a dwarf, a giant or even a human, depending on the exact myth, but in all variants he transformed into a dragon—a symbol of greed[image: External link]—while guarding his ill-gotten hoard. His brother, Ótr[image: External link], enjoyed spending time as an otter, which led to his accidental slaying by Loki.

In Scandinavia[image: External link], there existed, for example, the famous race of she-werewolves known with a name of Maras, women who took on the appearance of the night looking for huge monster half human and half wolf. If a female at midnight stretches the membrane which envelopes the foal when it is brought forth, between four sticks and creeps through it, naked, she will bear children without pain; but all the boys will be shamans[image: External link], and all the girls Maras.

The Nisse[image: External link] is sometimes said to be a shapeshifter. This trait also is attributed to Huldra[image: External link].
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In Poland[image: External link], in the parish church of Schwarzenstein, hang two horse-shoes related to the story of the tavern-keeper of Eichmedian. A greedy woman, she charged double the honest rate for board and lodging. Late one evening, a group of guests accused her of cheating them. Defending herself, she swore an oath before them, saying: "If my business is not just, then ride my back the Devil must!"

The room suddenly darkened and the Devil suddenly appeared before her. He gestured, and unable to resist, she knelt on all fours and found herself changing into a bay mare. The Devil mounted, gave a great laugh and rode her out of the village. At headlong speed he rode to the town of Schwarzenstein, and to a blacksmith's shop there, arriving in the small hours of the morning. He roused the blacksmith and demanded that his steed be shod at once. The blacksmith, yawning, complained of the late hour and that his forge was shut down and cold. But the Devil insisted and promised gold if it were done swiftly, and so the blacksmith agreed. He lit his furnace, and had the Devil work the bellows. The blacksmith had not long begun his work however when the mare began to speak, evidently having worked out how to form human words with her equine lips. "Don't you know me?" she begged. "It is I, the tavern-keeper of Eichmedian!" The blacksmith was horrified and nothing could persuade him to continue with the shoeing. The Devil raged but there was nothing he could do, and as a cock heralded the arrival of dawn, the spell was broken. The Devil vanished and the tavern-keeper returned to her human form. Repenting of her greedy ways, she had the two horse-shoes which the smith had already fashioned nailed up in the church as a warning to other cheats.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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In Armenian mythology[image: External link], shapeshifters include the Nhang, a serpent-like river monster than can transform itself into a woman or seal, and will drown humans and then drink their blood; or the beneficial Shahapet, a guardian spirit that can appear either as a man or a snake.[9]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Indian




Ancient Indian mythology tells of Nāga[image: External link], snakes that can sometimes assume human form. Scriptures describe shapeshifting Rakshasa[image: External link] (demons) assuming animal forms to deceive humans. The Ramayana also includes the Vanara[image: External link], a group of ape-like humanoids who possessed supernatural powers and could change their shapes.[10][11][12]

In the Indian fable The Dog Bride from Folklore of the Santal Parganas by Cecil Henry Bompas, a buffalo herder falls in love with a dog that has the power to turn into a woman when she bathes.
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Philippine mythology[image: External link] includes aswang[image: External link], a vampire-like monster capable of transforming itself into either a large black dog or a black boar in order to stalk humans at night. The folklore also mentions other beings such as kapre, tikbalang, and engkanto, which change their appearances to woo beautiful maidens. Also, talismans (called "anting-anting" or "birtud" in the local dialect), can give their owners the ability to shapeshift. In one tale, Chonguita the Monkey Wife,[13] a woman is turned into a monkey, only becoming human again if she can marry a handsome man.
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Tatar[image: External link] folklore includes Yuxa[image: External link], a hundred-year-old snake that can transform itself into a beautiful young woman, and seeks to marry men in order to have children.
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Chinese mythology[image: External link] contains many tales of animal shapeshifters, capable of taking on human form. The most common such shapeshifter is the huli jing[image: External link], a fox spirit which usually appears as a beautiful young woman; most are dangerous, but some feature as the heroines of love stories. Madame White Snake[image: External link] is one such legend; a snake falls in love with a man, and the story recounts the trials that she and her husband faced.
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In Japanese folklore[image: External link] ōbake[image: External link] are a type of yōkai[image: External link] with the ability to shapeshift. The fox, or kitsune[image: External link] is among the most commonly known, but other such creatures include the bakeneko[image: External link], the mujina[image: External link] and the tanuki[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Korean




Korean mythology[image: External link] also contains a fox with the ability to shapeshift. Unlike its Chinese and Japanese counterparts, the kumiho[image: External link] is always malevolent. Usually its form is of a beautiful young woman; one tale recounts a man, a would-be seducer, revealed as a kumiho.[14] The kumiho has nine tails and as she desires to be a full human, she uses her beauty to seduce men and eat their hearts (or in some cases livers where the belief is that 100 livers would turn her into a real human).
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The Ligahoo[image: External link] or loup-garou[image: External link] is the shapeshifter of Trinidad and Tobago's folklore[image: External link]. This unique ability is believed to be handed down in some old creole[image: External link] families, and is usually associated with witch-doctors[image: External link] and practitioners of African magic[image: External link].[15] [16]
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	In the Finnish tale The Magic Bird, three young sorceresses attempt to murder a man who keeps reviving. His revenge is to turn them into three black mares and have them harnessed to heavy loads until he is satisfied.

	In The Laidly Worm of Spindleston Heugh[image: External link], a Northumbrian legend from about the thirteenth century, Princess Margaret of Bamburgh is transformed into a dragon by her stepmother; her motive sprung, like Snow White[image: External link]'s stepmother's, from the comparison of their beauty.[17]


	In Child ballad[image: External link] 35, "Allison Gross[image: External link]", the title witch turns a man into a wyrm[image: External link] for refusing to be her lover. This is a motif found in many legends and folktales.[18]


	In the German tale The Frog's Bridegroom by Gustav Jungbauer, the third of three sons of a farmer, Hansl, is forced to marry a frog, which eventually turns out to be a beautiful woman transformed by a spell.

	In some variants of the fairy tales, both The Frog Prince[image: External link] or more commonly The Frog Princess[image: External link] and Beast, of Beauty and the Beast[image: External link], are transformed as a form of punishment for some transgression. Both are restored to their true forms after earning a human's love despite their appearance.

	In the most famous Lithuanian[image: External link] folk tale Eglė the Queen of Serpents[image: External link], Eglė irreversibly transforms her children and herself into trees as a punishment for betrayal while her husband is able to reversibly morph into a serpent at will.

	In East of the Sun and West of the Moon[image: External link], the hero is transformed into a bear by his wicked stepmother[image: External link], who wishes to force him to marry her daughter.[19]


	In The Marmot Queen by Italo Calvino[image: External link], a Spanish queen is turned into a rodent by Morgan le Fay[image: External link].

	In The Mare of the Necromancer, a Turin Italian tale by Guido Gozzano[image: External link], the Princess of Corelandia is turned into a horse by the baron necromancer for refusing to marry him. Only the love and intelligence of Candido save the princess from the spell.

	
The Deer in The Wood, an Neapolitan tale written by Giambattista Basile[image: External link], describes the transformation of Princess Desiderata into a doe by a jealous fairy.

	From a Croatian book of tales, Sixty Folk-Tales from Exclusively Slavonic Sources by A. H. Wratislaw[image: External link], the fable entitled "The she-wolf" tells of a huge she-wolf with a habit of turning into a woman from time to time by taking off her skin. One day a man witnesses the transformation, steals her pelt and marries her.

	
The Merchant's Sons is a Finnish story of two brothers, one of whom tries to win the hand of the tsar's wicked daughter. The girl does not like her suitor and endeavors to have him killed, but he turns her into a beautiful mare which he and his brother ride. In the end he turns her back into a girl and marries her.

	In Dapplegrim[image: External link] if the youth found the transformed princess twice, and hid from her twice, they would marry.
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 Themes




Shapeshifting may be used as a plot device[image: External link], such as when Puss in Boots[image: External link] in the fairy tales tricks the ogre[image: External link] into becoming a mouse to be eaten. Shapeshifting may also include symbolic significance, like the Beast's transformation in Beauty and the Beast[image: External link] indicates Belle's ability to accept him despite his appearance.[20]

When a form is taken on involuntarily, the thematic effect can be one of confinement and restraint; the person is bound to the new form. In extreme cases, such as petrifaction[image: External link], the character is entirely disabled. On the other hand, voluntary shapeshifting can be a means of escape and liberation. Even when the form is not undertaken to resemble a literal escape, the abilities specific to the form allow the character to act in a manner that was previously impossible.

Examples of this are in fairy tales.[image: External link] A prince who is forced into a bear's shape (as in East of the Sun and West of the Moon[image: External link]) is a prisoner, but a princess who takes on a bear's shape voluntarily to flee a situation (as in The She-Bear[image: External link]) escapes with her new shape.[21] In the Earthsea[image: External link] books, Ursula K. Le Guin[image: External link] depicts an animal form as slowly transforming the wizard's mind, so that the dolphin, bear or other creature forgets it was human, making it impossible to change back. This makes an example for a voluntary shapeshifting becoming an imprisoning metamorphosis.[22] Beyond this, the uses of shapeshifting, transformation, and metamorphosis[image: External link] in fiction are as protean[image: External link] as the forms the characters take on. Some are rare, such as Italo Calvino[image: External link]'s "The Canary Prince[image: External link]" is a Rapunzel[image: External link] variant in which shapeshifting is used to gain access to the tower.
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In many cases, imposed forms are punitive in nature. This may be a just punishment, the nature of the transformation matching the crime for which it occurs; in other cases, the form is unjustly imposed by an angry and powerful person. In fairy tales, such transformations are usually temporary, but they commonly appear as the resolution[image: External link] of myths (as in many of the Metamorphoses[image: External link]) or produce origin myths[image: External link].
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In many fairy tales[image: External link] and ballads[image: External link], as in Child Ballad[image: External link] #44, The Twa Magicians[image: External link] or Farmer Weathersky[image: External link], a magical chase occurs where the pursued endlessly takes on forms in an effort to shake off the pursuer, and the pursuer answers with other shapeshifting, as, a dove is answered with a hawk, and a hare with a greyhound. The pursued may finally succeed in escape or the pursuer in capturing.

The Grimm Brothers fairy tale Foundling-Bird[image: External link] contains this as the bulk of the plot.[23] In the Italian Campania Fables collection of Pentamerone[image: External link] by Gianbattista Basile[image: External link], tells of a Neapolitan princess who, to escape from her father who had imprisoned her, becomes in a huge she-bear. The magic happens due to a potion given to her by an old witch. The girl, once gone, can regain her human aspect.

In other variants, the pursued may transform various objects into obstacles, as in the fairy tale "The Master Maid[image: External link]", where the Master Maid transforms a wooden comb into a forest, a lump of salt into a mountain, and a flask of water into a sea. In these tales, the pursued normally escapes after overcoming three[image: External link] obstacles.[24] This obstacle chase is literally found worldwide, in many variants in every region.[25]

In fairy tales of the Aarne–Thompson[image: External link] type 313A, The Girl Helps the Hero Flee, such a chase is an integral part of the tale. It can be either a transformation chase (as in The Grateful Prince[image: External link], King Kojata[image: External link], Foundling-Bird[image: External link], Jean, the Soldier, and Eulalie, the Devil's Daughter[image: External link], or The Two Kings' Children[image: External link]) or an obstacle chase (as in The Battle of the Birds[image: External link], The White Dove[image: External link], or The Master Maid[image: External link]).[26]

In a similar effect, a captive may shapeshift in order to break a hold on him. Proteus[image: External link] and Nereus[image: External link]'s shapeshifting was to prevent heroes such as Menelaus[image: External link] and Heracles[image: External link] from forcing information from them.[27] Tam Lin[image: External link], once seized by Janet, was transformed by the faeries[image: External link] to keep Janet from taking him, but as he had advised her, she did not let go, and so freed him.[28] The motif of capturing a person by holding him through many transformations is found in folktales throughout Europe,[7] and Patricia A. McKillip[image: External link] references it in her Riddle-Master trilogy[image: External link]: a shapeshifting Earthmaster finally wins its freedom by startling the man holding it.
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One motif is a shape change in order to obtain abilities in the new form. Berserkers[image: External link] were held to change into wolves and bears in order to fight more effectively. In many cultures, evil magicians could transform into animal shapes and thus skulk about.

In many fairy tales, the hero's talking animal[image: External link] helper[image: External link] proves to be a shapeshifted human being, able to help him in its animal form. In one variation, featured in The Three Enchanted Princes[image: External link] and The Death of Koschei the Deathless[image: External link], the hero's three sisters have been married to animals. These prove to be shapeshifted men, who aid their brother-in-law in a variant of tale types.[29]

In an early Mayan[image: External link] text, the Shapeshifter, or Mestaclocan, has the ability to change his appearance and to manipulate the minds of animals. In one tale, the Mestaclocan finds a dying eagle. Changing into the form of an eagle, he convinces the dying bird that it is, in fact, not dying. As the story goes they both soar into the heavens, and lived together for eternity.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Bildungsroman




Beauty and the Beast[image: External link] has been interpreted as a young woman's coming-of-age, in which she changes from being repulsed by sexual activity and regarding a husband therefore bestial, to a mature woman who can marry.[30]
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Some shapeshifters are able to change form only if they have some item, usually an article of clothing. In Bisclavret[image: External link] by Marie de France[image: External link], a werewolf cannot regain human form without his clothing, but in wolf form does no harm to anyone. The most common use of this motif, however, is in tales where a man steals the article and forces the shapeshifter, trapped in human form, to become his bride. This lasts until she discovers where he has hidden the article, and she can flee. Selkies feature in these tales. Others include swan maidens[image: External link] and the Japanese tennin[image: External link].
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The power to externally transform can symbolize an internal savagery; a central theme in many strands of werewolf[image: External link] mythology,[31] and the inversion of the "liberation" theme[image: External link], as in Dr Jekyll's transformation[image: External link] into Mr. Hyde.
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Some transformations are performed to remove the victim from his place, so that the transformer can usurp it. Bisclaveret[image: External link]'s wife steals his clothing and traps him in wolf form because she has a lover. A witch, in The Wonderful Birch[image: External link], changed a mother into a sheep to take her place, and had the mother slaughtered; when her stepdaughter married the king, the witch transformed her into a reindeer so as to put her daughter in the queen's place. In the Korean Transformation of the Kumiho, a kumiho[image: External link], a fox with magical powers, transformed itself into an image of the bride, only being detected when her clothing is removed. In Brother and Sister[image: External link], when two children flee their cruel stepmother, she enchants the streams along the way to transform them. While the brother refrains from the first two, which threaten to turn them into tigers and wolves, he is too thirsty at the third, which turns him into a deer. The Six Swans[image: External link] are transformed into swans by their stepmother[image: External link],[32] as are the Children of Lir in Irish mythology.
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Many fairy-tale characters have expressed illadvised wishes[image: External link] to have any child at all, even one that has another form, and had such children born to them.[33] At the end of the fairy tale, normally after marriage, such children metamorphose into human form. Hans My Hedgehog[image: External link] was born when his father wished for a child, even a hedgehog. Even stranger forms are possible: Giambattista Basile[image: External link] included in his Pentamerone the tale[image: External link] of a girl born as a sprig of myrtle, and Italo Calvino[image: External link], in his Italian Folktales, a girl born as an apple.

Sometimes, the parent who wishes for a child is told how to gain one, but does not obey the directions perfectly, resulting in the transformed birth. In Prince Lindworm[image: External link], the woman eats two onions, but does not peel one, resulting in her first child being a lindworm[image: External link]. In Tatterhood[image: External link], a woman magically produces two flowers, but disobeys the directions to eat only the beautiful one, resulting her having a beautiful and sweet daughter, but only after a disgusting and hideous one.

Less commonly, ill-advised wishes can transform a person after birth. The Seven Ravens[image: External link] are transformed when their father thinks his sons are playing instead of fetching water to christen their newborn and sickly sister, and curses them.[34] In Puddocky[image: External link], when three princes start to quarrel over the beautiful heroine, a witch curses her because of the noise.
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 Monstrous bride/bridegroom




Such wished-for children may become monstrous brides[image: External link] or bridegrooms[image: External link]. These tales have often been interpreted as symbolically representing arranged marriages; the bride's revulsion to marrying a stranger being symbolized by his bestial form.[35]

The heroine must fall in love with the transformed groom. The hero or heroine must marry, as promised, and the monstrous form is removed by the wedding. Sir Gawain[image: External link] thus transformed the Loathly lady[image: External link]; although he was told that this was half-way, she could at his choice be beautiful by day and hideous by night, or vice versa, he told her that he would choose what she preferred, which broke the spell entirely.[36] In Tatterhood[image: External link], Tatterhood is transformed by her asking her bridegroom why he didn't ask her why she rode a goat, why she carried a spoon, and why she was so ugly, and when he asked her, denying it and therefore transforming her goat into a horse, her spoon into a fan, and herself into a beauty. Puddocky[image: External link] is transformed when her prince, after she had helped him with two other tasks, tells him that his father has sent him for a bride. A similar effect is found in Child ballad[image: External link] 34, Kemp Owyne[image: External link], where the hero can transform a dragon back into a maiden by kissing her three times.[37]

Sometimes the bridegroom removes his animal skin for the wedding night, whereupon it can be burned. Hans My Hedgehog[image: External link], The Donkey[image: External link] and The Pig King[image: External link] fall under this grouping. At an extreme, in Prince Lindworm[image: External link], the bride who avoids being eaten by the lindworm bridegroom arrives at her wedding wearing every gown she owns, and she tells the bridegroom she will remove one of hers if he removes one of his; only when her last gown comes off has he removed his last skin, and become a white shape that she can form into a man.[1]

In some tales, the hero or heroine must obey a prohibition; the bride must spend a period of time not seeing the transformed groom in human shape (as in East of the Sun and West of the Moon[image: External link]), or the bridegroom must not burn the animals' skins. In The Brown Bear of Norway[image: External link], The Golden Crab[image: External link], The Enchanted Snake[image: External link] and some variants of The Frog Princess[image: External link], burning the skin is a catastrophe, putting the transformed bride or bridegroom in danger. In these tales, the prohibition is broken, invariably, resulting in a separation and a search by one spouse for the other.[1]
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Ghosts sometimes appear in animal form. In The Famous Flower of Serving-Men[image: External link], the heroine's murdered husband appears to the king as a white dove, lamenting her fate over his own grave. In The White and the Black Bride[image: External link] and The Three Little Men in the Wood[image: External link], the murdered – drowned – true bride reappears as a white duck. In The Rose Tree[image: External link] and The Juniper Tree[image: External link], the murdered children become birds who avenge their own deaths. There are African folk tales of murder victims avenging themselves in the form of crocodiles[image: External link] that can shapeshift into human form.[38]

In some fairy tales, the character can reveal himself in every new form, and so a usurper repeatedly kills the victim in every new form, as in Beauty and Pock Face[image: External link], A String of Pearls Twined with Golden Flowers[image: External link], and The Boys with the Golden Stars[image: External link]. This eventually leads to a form in which the character (or characters) can reveal the truth to someone able to stop the villain.

Similarly, the transformation back may be acts that would be fatal. In The Wounded Lion[image: External link], the prescription for turning the lion back into a prince was to kill him, chop him to pieces, burn the pieces, and throw the ash into water. Less drastic but no less apparently fatal, the fox in The Golden Bird[image: External link], the foals in The Seven Foals[image: External link], and the cats in Lord Peter[image: External link] and The White Cat[image: External link] tell the heroes of those stories to cut off their heads; this restores them to human shape.[39] In the Greek tale of Scylla[image: External link], Scylla's father Nisus[image: External link] turns into an eagle after death and drowns her daughter for betraying her father.
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	In George MacDonald[image: External link]'s The Princess and Curdie[image: External link], (1883) Curdie is informed that many human beings, by their acts, are slowly turning into beasts. Curdie is given the power to detect the transformation before it is visible, and is assisted by beasts that had been transformed and are working their way back to humanity.[40]


	
L. Frank Baum[image: External link] concluded The Marvelous Land of Oz[image: External link] (1904) with the revelation that Princess Ozma[image: External link], sought by the protagonists, had been turned into a boy as a baby, and that Tip (who had been searching for her) is that boy. He agrees to the reverse transformation, but Glinda the Good[image: External link] disapproves of shapeshifting magic, so it is done by the evil witch Mombi[image: External link].[41]


	In J.R.R. Tolkien[image: External link]'s Middle-earth[image: External link] novels, Sauron, the main antagonist of The Lord of the Rings[image: External link] is a shapeshifter. Initially he can appear in any number of beautiful forms to deceive the gullible; and thus he makes the Rings of Power with the service of the Elves who are deceived by his appearance. In the First Age of the Sun (detailed in the Silmarillion[image: External link]) he could take on numerable forms; during his battle with Huan, the wolfhound, he takes on no less than five forms, including a gigantic werewolf, but succumbs and flees in the form of a vampire. When the island of Númenor is destroyed, Sauron loses his shapeshifting powers and is stuck in his dark hideous form and thus his enemies are no longer deceived. Aside from Sauron, many other Maiar in Middle-earth can shapeshift. The Valar shapeshift depending on their moods.

	In The Hobbit[image: External link], the prequel to The Lord of the Rings, the character Beorn[image: External link] is normally a large human, but can shapeshift into a large bear[image: External link].

	In science fiction, The Thing[image: External link] written by John W. Campbell[image: External link] concerns a shapeshifting alien life form that can assume the memories of any creature it absorbs.[42]


	A Face Dancer[image: External link] is a type of human in Frank Herbert[image: External link]'s science fiction Dune[image: External link] universe. A servant caste of the Bene Tleilax[image: External link], Face Dancers are shapeshifters, and their name is derived from their ability to change their physical appearance at will. Originally, Face Dancers were Tleilaxu trained to mimic others using acting and makeup, enhanced by plastic surgery. As time went on, the Tleilaxu began to use genetic manipulation to enhance natural ability in phenotypic plasticity, so that Face Dancers could change height, increase and decrease apparent mass, change coloring and texture, and change facial features.

	
T. H. White[image: External link], in the 1938 The Sword in the Stone[image: External link], has Merlin[image: External link] and Madam Mim[image: External link] fight a wizards' duel, in which the duelists would endlessly transform until one was in a form that could destroy the other.[43] He also had Merlin[image: External link] transform Arthur[image: External link] into various animals in as an educational experience.[44]


	In C. S. Lewis[image: External link]' The Chronicles of Narnia[image: External link], Eustace Scrubb[image: External link] transforms into a dragon,[45] and the war-monger Rabadash[image: External link] into a donkey.[46] Eustace's transformation is not strictly a punishment – the change simply reveals the truth of his selfishness. It is reversed after he repents and his moral nature changes. Rabadash is allowed to reverse his transformation, providing he does so in a public place, so that his former followers will know that he had been a donkey. He is warned that, if he ever leaves his capital city again, he will become a donkey permanently, and this prevents him leading further military campaigns.

	Also in The Chronicles of Narnia[image: External link] the Dufflepuds[image: External link] are dwarfs who have been transformed into monopods[image: External link] as a punishment. However, it ultimately transpires that they are happier with their new form.

	Both the Earthmasters and their opponents in Patricia A. McKillip[image: External link]'s 1976 The Riddle-Master of Hed[image: External link] trilogy make extensive use of their shapeshifting abilities for the powers of their new forms.[47]


	
Poul Anderson[image: External link], in Operation Chaos[image: External link], has the werewolf[image: External link] observe that taking on wolf-form can simplify his thoughts.

	
Mary Stewart[image: External link]'s A Walk in Wolf Wood (1980) revolves about revealing that one man is an imposter[image: External link], taking the form of a man who is living as a wolf in the woods.

	
Mavin Manyshaped[image: External link] and her son Peter in Sheri S. Tepper[image: External link]'s True Game[image: External link] novels are both shifters, being a subspecies of humans having this power, and in both, the learning of their abilities is a large portion of their growing up.

	
Jane Yolen[image: External link] took up the notion of selkie in 1991 Greyling and transformed it into a foundling[image: External link] tale.

	In the 1995 book The Arkadians by Lloyd Alexander[image: External link], the poet Fronto is changed into a donkey because he drinks from a magic pool that only the prophets are allowed to drink from.

	
J. K. Rowling[image: External link]'s Harry Potter[image: External link] series contains both Animagi[image: External link] who can change to a single animal form and Metamorphmagi[image: External link] who can alter their appearance. The series included both a usurpation by a shapeshifter, and considerable precautions being taken by wizards and witches to attempt to identify such shapeshifters as they arose.

	
Wayne Gerard Trotman[image: External link]'s science fiction novel, Veterans of the Psychic Wars contains Niburians, an ancient race of technologically advanced, psychic[image: External link] shapeshifters. In their natural state, they are described as shimmering humanoids[image: External link]. The Niburians are thought to be the secret mentors and protectors of humanity. However, out of fear and distrust, they have been hunted and killed by other alien races and are all but extinct. A Trinidadian[image: External link] character, Soraya Doyle, repeatedly refers to a Niburian as a Ligahoo[image: External link].

	In Wayne Gerard Trotman[image: External link]'s novel, Kaya Abaniah and the Father of the Forest, a psychotic[image: External link] Niburian has been impersonating several of Trinidad and Tobago’s folkloric characters, including Papa Bois[image: External link], Mama Dlo[image: External link], Soucouyant[image: External link], La Diablesse[image: External link], and Ligahoo[image: External link]. The psychic shapeshifter from another world also transforms into various people both living and dead.

	In the 2005 novel I, Coriander[image: External link] by Sally Gardner[image: External link], Prince Tycho is transformed into a fox after refusing to marry Undwin, Queen Rosmore's daughter.

	In Cassandra Clare[image: External link]'s trilogy The Infernal Devices[image: External link], Tessa Gray can change into any being, whether supernatural, dead or living, as long as she is holding one of their belongings. She can also access their memories.

	In C.C. Hunter[image: External link]'s Shadow Falls[image: External link] series, shapeshifters are a supernatural species with ability to transform into another animal. The more powerful they are, the faster they can change, and can also transform into mythical creatures, such as dragons or unicorns. Two of the series' prominent characters are shapeshifters named Perry and Steve.

	Mindee Arnett's Arkwell Academy trilogy tells of a species known as shape-changers, who can transform into anyone as long as they acquire someone's tissues, such as teeth, hair, but most importantly, their heart, which will give them the target's appearance, abilities, memories.

	
Stephen King[image: External link]'s It[image: External link] (1986) regards the books shapeshifting monster[image: External link] whose common form is a clown named Pennywise the Dancing Clown.
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	The TV series Supernatural[image: External link] features shapeshifters as monsters which the Winchester brothers encounter several times in the series' run. These shifters literally shed their skins to assume new identities, although the original Alpha Shapeshifter can change appearance far more quickly, and can take on the memories of the person whose appearance they assume. Like the Alpha Shapeshifter, some shapeshifters have the ability to instantaneously transform into a different person. Their eyes show a retinal flare on cameras and they have a crippling weakness to silver.




	The final climactic scene in the 1990 Sierra[image: External link] graphical adventure game King's Quest V[image: External link] has King Graham in a shapeshifting battle with the wizard Mordack. The player's final action in the game comes after Mordack becomes fire and surrounds the player, when Graham becomes a rain cloud and extinguishes the fire.[48]





	
The Twilight Saga[image: External link] also features shapeshifters[image: External link] that can transform into wolves and have inhuman strength[image: External link], speed[image: External link], body temperature[image: External link] and aging process[image: External link].[49]





	Several episodes of the television shows: True Blood[image: External link] and Supernatural[image: External link] featured shapeshifters.




	In the sci-fi television series Fringe[image: External link], human/machine hybrids[image: External link] utilize a device which consist of a control box attached to two sets of wires with three prongs on the ends. The prongs are inserted on the roof of victim's and shapeshifter's mouth and when switched on, the shapeshifter will be able to acquire the shape and form of the victim.




	In the fantasy adventure film Willow[image: External link] an army of men outside a castle are transformed by a witch into pigs to stop them from attacking.




	In the Doctor Who[image: External link] episode "Terror of the Zygons[image: External link]", the main antagonists called the Zygons[image: External link] can shapeshift into humans.




	In Terminator 2: Judgment Day[image: External link], the T-1000[image: External link] took the form of John Connor[image: External link]'s foster mom to gather information regarding his whereabouts, and later as his biological mother to gain his trust.




	"The Trickster" in Supernatural[image: External link] changes form often to trick the main protagonists, Sam and Dean Winchester, into hunting down something else.




	In the X-Men[image: External link] Marvel Comics[image: External link] and films, the character Mystique is a blue female mutant[image: External link] that can transform into any sort of person, she can also change her voice.




	In Super Hybrid[image: External link] the story was about an alien creature that can shapeshift into any sort of cars.




	In Disney[image: External link]'s Gravity Falls[image: External link] episode of season 2 "Into the Bunker", on Dipper's journal pages lead the gang to the author's hidden bunker[image: External link] where they find themselves face-to-face with an evil shapeshifter's enemy transforms was humans and creatures whom the author raised from a mysterious egg.




	The character Gumby[image: External link] can shape shift into anything.




	In The Amazing World of Gumball[image: External link]'s season 3[image: External link] episode "The Shell", Gumball convinces his love interest, Penny Fitzgerald, to burst out of her peanut[image: External link] shell (having cracked it by headbutting her earlier on in the episode), to which she obeys and reveals her true form as a fairy[image: External link] that shapeshifts depending on her emotions. With each transformation she makes, she always keeps her set of antlers[image: External link]. At the end of the episode, when Gumball kisses her fully on the lips, she makes all of her transformations before going back to her original transformation. From this point onwards it is valid that Penny is Gumball's girlfriend.




	The Disney animated show Penn Zero: Part-Time Hero[image: External link] has shapeshifting as a power of the main characters. With each form a character takes, they are given different powers.




	In Samurai Jack[image: External link] the main antagonist Aku is an evil demon[image: External link] whose main power is the ability to shapeshift into nearly any being he desires, such as a scorpion, octopus, dragon, human and several others.
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 See also





	Resizing (fiction)[image: External link]

	Soul eater (folklore)[image: External link]

	The Thing (1982 film)[image: External link]

	Amorphous creature[image: External link]

	Skin-walker[image: External link]

	Marvel Comics' Skrull[image: External link] extraterrestrial beings (1962-present)
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Rebecca Romijn






Rebecca Alie Romijn[2] (/roU'meIn /[image: External link] roh- MAYN[image: External link]; Dutch:  [roːˈmɛin][image: External link]; born November 6, 1972) is an American actress and former fashion model[image: External link]. She is best known for her role as Mystique in the first trilogy of the X-Men film series, and as Joan[image: External link] from The Punisher[image: External link] (2004), both of which are based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]. She also had a recurring role as Alexis Meade[image: External link] on the television series Ugly Betty[image: External link]. She is currently starring as Eve Baird in The Librarians[image: External link].



TOP
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 Early life




Romijn was born on November 6, 1972, in Berkeley[image: External link], California[image: External link].[3] Her mother, Elizabeth Romijn (née Kuizenga), is a Community College[image: External link] instructor of English as a Second Language[image: External link] (ESL) and textbook author. Rebecca's father, Jaap Romijn, is a custom furniture maker.[4][5] Her father is a native of Barneveld[image: External link], the Netherlands[image: External link], while her mother is an American[image: External link] of Dutch[image: External link] and English[image: External link] ancestry. Her mother met Rebecca's father as a teenager while living in the Netherlands on a student exchange program[image: External link].[6][7] Romijn's maternal grandfather, Dr. Henry Bernard Kuizenga, was a Presbyterian[image: External link] minister and seminary[image: External link] professor.[8][9]

On The Ellen DeGeneres Show, when questioned about always being glamorous and beautiful, Romijn revealed that in her early teens, she was in fact an insecure "drama geek" and that, as a result of her growth spurt, she suffered from scoliosis[image: External link] and was constantly in pain. Many sources say that she was once nicknamed the "Jolly Blonde Giant" because of her 5 feet 11 inches (1.80 m) height, but she has admitted to making that up "for a laugh".[10] While studying Music (Voice) at the University of California, Santa Cruz[image: External link],[11] she became involved with fashion modeling[image: External link] and eventually moved to Paris[image: External link], where she lived for more than two years.
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 Career




Among other jobs, Romijn started her modeling career in 1991. She has appeared on the covers of American, French, Spanish, Russian, and Swedish Elle, Marie Claire[image: External link], American, Italian, Spanish, German, Portuguese, Russian, Greek, and Mexican Cosmopolitan[image: External link], Allure[image: External link], Glamour, GQ[image: External link], Esquire[image: External link], and Sports Illustrated[image: External link].

She has appeared in advertising campaigns for Escada[image: External link], Christian Dior[image: External link], La Perla[image: External link], Tommy Hilfiger[image: External link], Furla[image: External link], Liz Claiborne[image: External link], J. Crew[image: External link], Victoria's Secret, bebe[image: External link], La Senza[image: External link], Dillard's[image: External link], Pantene[image: External link], Got Milk?[image: External link], Miller Lite[image: External link], and Maybelline[image: External link]. She has also walked for Giorgio Armani[image: External link], Sonia Rykiel[image: External link], and Anna Molinari[image: External link] along with the likes of Claudia Schiffer[image: External link], Kate Moss[image: External link], Naomi Campbell[image: External link], Linda Evangelista[image: External link], Cindy Crawford[image: External link], and Christy Turlington[image: External link]. She also was the host of MTV[image: External link]'s House of Style[image: External link] from 1998 to 2000. Romijn has been featured numerous times in annual lists of the world's most beautiful women by publications such as Maxim (2003–2007), AskMen.com (2001–2003, 2005–2006), and FHM (2000–2005).[12] She also appeared as a guest in the animated talk show Space Ghost Coast to Coast[image: External link] episode "Chinatown".

In 2000's X-Men[image: External link] Romijn had her first major movie role as Mystique; she returned to the role in 2003's sequel X2[image: External link], and again for X-Men: The Last Stand (2006). In these films, her costume consisted of blue makeup and some strategically placed prosthetics[image: External link] on her otherwise nude body. In X2 she shows up in a bar in one scene in her "normal" look, and in X-Men: The Last Stand, she appears as a dark-haired "de-powered" Mystique. The role has since been recast with Jennifer Lawrence playing the younger version of the character. She had her first leading role in Brian De Palma[image: External link]'s Femme Fatale[image: External link] (2002). She also has starred in movies such as Rollerball[image: External link], The Punisher[image: External link] playing a woman named Joan[image: External link] (Joan and Mystique are both characters from Marvel Comics[image: External link]) and Godsend[image: External link]. She played the leading role in Pepper Dennis[image: External link], a short-lived TV series on The WB Television Network[image: External link].

In January 2007, Romijn made her first appearance on the ABC[image: External link] series Ugly Betty[image: External link] as a full-time regular cast member.[13] She played Alexis Meade[image: External link], a male-to-female[image: External link] transsexual[image: External link] and the sibling of lead character Daniel Meade[image: External link]. In April 2008, however, it was reported that Romijn would only be appearing as a recurring character in Season 3 due to a change in direction by the writing staff (aligning, fortuitously enough, with Romijn's pregnancy, which would have been inconsistent with her character's storyline).[14] In November 2007, Romijn made a guest appearance on the ABC series Carpoolers[image: External link], where she played the ex-wife of the character Laird, played by her real-life husband Jerry O'Connell[image: External link].[15]

Romijn starred in the ABC series Eastwick[image: External link],[16] reuniting her with her former Pepper Dennis co-star, Lindsay Price[image: External link], before ABC canceled the show on November 9, 2009.[17] She appears in an uncredited cameo in the 2011 feature film X-Men: First Class, appearing as an older version of the character played by Jennifer Lawrence.[18] Romijn appeared as lab worker Jessie on the Adult Swim[image: External link] live-action show NTSF:SD:SUV::[image: External link] for two seasons. Between June and September 2013, she starred in TNT[image: External link]'s series King & Maxwell[image: External link] as Michelle Maxwell, a former Secret Service[image: External link] agent who works as a private investigator.[19]

In addition to her film ventures, Romijn has also recorded music, performing a cover of Prince[image: External link]'s "Darling Nikki[image: External link]" for the 2005 album Electro Goth Tribute to Prince. She was also featured on the song "Color Me Love" for RuPaul[image: External link]'s eighth studio album Realness[image: External link] in 2015.

She is currently starring as Eve Baird, the guardian of the eponymous group in The Librarians[image: External link], a direct spin-off of The Librarian film series[image: External link]. She is also currently the host of GSN's original series and reality show Skin Wars[image: External link].
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 Personal life




Romijn began dating actor John Stamos[image: External link] in 1994, after they met at a Victoria's Secret fashion show in which she was modeling. Romijn and Stamos became engaged on Christmas Eve[image: External link] 1997, and they married on September 19, 1998 at the Beverly Hills Hotel[image: External link].[20] During the marriage, she used the name Rebecca Romijn-Stamos in both her personal and professional life. The couple announced their separation in April 2004.[21] Stamos filed for divorce in August 2004,[22] and it became final on March 1, 2005.[23] Romijn subsequently resumed using only her maiden name, but revealed in an August 2013 interview on Conan[image: External link] that she had never legally changed her name back from Romijn-Stamos after a Conan staff member noticed "Romijn-Stamos" on her driver's license.[2]

In 2004 Romijn started dating actor Jerry O'Connell[image: External link]. They became engaged in September 2005,[24] and married at their home in Calabasas, California[image: External link], on July 14, 2007.[25] Romijn and O'Connell have twin daughters, Dolly Rebecca-Rose O'Connell and Charlie Tamara-Tulip O'Connell, born on December 28, 2008.[26] Dolly is for singer Dolly Parton[image: External link]'s first name and Charlie is for O'Connell's brother.[27]

Romijn was asked by Elle magazine in April 2002 whether making Femme Fatale[image: External link] had given her any new ideas about her sexuality. She said, "You know, in my early twenties I wondered if I was interested in women and so I kind of, well ... did my homework. And it turns out I'm pretty straight[image: External link]."[28]
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 Filmography
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Other notes



	1998
	Dirty Work[image: External link]
	Bearded Lady
	



	1999
	Austin Powers: The Spy Who Shagged Me[image: External link]
	Herself
	Uncredited



	2000
	X-Men[image: External link]
	Raven Darkhölme / Mystique
	Blockbuster Entertainment Award for Favorite Supporting Actress – Science Fiction[image: External link]

Saturn Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]



	2002
	Femme Fatale[image: External link]
	Laure Ash / Lily
	



	Run Ronnie Run![image: External link]
	Herself
	(As Rebecca Romijn-Stamos)



	Simone[image: External link]
	Faith
	Uncredited



	Rollerball[image: External link]
	Aurora
	Nominated—Razzie Award for Worst Supporting Actress[image: External link]



	2003
	X2[image: External link]
	Raven Darkhölme / Mystique
	Nominated—Teen Choice Award for Choice Movie Liar[image: External link]

Nominated—Teen Choice Award for Choice Movie Actress: Action/Drama[image: External link]

Nominated—MTV Movie Award for Sexiest She-Villain



	2004
	The Punisher[image: External link]
	Joan
	



	Godsend[image: External link]
	Jessie Duncan
	



	2006
	X-Men: The Last Stand
	Raven Darkhölme / Mystique
	



	Man About Town[image: External link]
	Nina Giamoro
	



	The Alibi[image: External link]
	Lola Davis
	



	2008
	Lake City[image: External link]
	Jennifer
	



	2010
	The Con Artist[image: External link]
	Belinda
	



	2011
	Possessing Piper Rose
	Joanna
	



	X-Men: First Class
	Raven Darkhölme / Mystique
	Cameo



	2012
	Good Deeds[image: External link]
	Heidi
	



	2014
	Phantom Halo
	Ms. Rose
	



	2015
	Larry Gaye: Renegade Male Flight Attendant[image: External link]
	Sally
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Other notes



	1997
	Friends[image: External link]
	Cheryl
	Episode: "The One with the Dirty Girl"



	1998
	Space Ghost Coast to Coast[image: External link]
	Herself
	Episode: "Chinatown"



	1998–2000
	House of Style[image: External link]
	Herself/Host
	



	1999
	Hefner: Unauthorized[image: External link]
	Kimberly Hefner
	TV movie



	1999–2000
	Just Shoot Me![image: External link]
	Adrienne Barker
	8 episodes



	2000
	Jack & Jill[image: External link]
	Paris Everett
	Episode: "Starstruck"



	2002
	MADtv[image: External link]
	Herself/Host
	Episode 7.14



	2006
	Pepper Dennis[image: External link]
	Pepper Dennis
	13 episodes



	2006–2008
	Ugly Betty[image: External link]
	Alexis Meade[image: External link]
	33 episodes

Nominated—Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Comedy Series[image: External link] (2008)



	2007
	Drawn Together[image: External link]
	Charlotte
	Episode: "Charlotte's Web of Lies"



	2007
	Carpoolers[image: External link]
	Joannifer
	



	2009–2010
	Eastwick[image: External link]
	Roxanne Torcoletti
	13 episodes



	2011–2012
	NTSF:SD:SUV::[image: External link]
	Jessie Nichols
	



	2011
	Special Agent Oso[image: External link]
	Miss Garcia
	Episode: "Lost and Get Found"



	2011
	Chuck[image: External link]
	CIA Agent Robin Cunnings
	Episode: "Chuck Versus the Curse"



	2013
	King & Maxwell[image: External link]
	Private Investigator Michelle Maxwell
	Main cast

10 episodes



	2014–present
	Skin Wars[image: External link]
	Herself
	Host



	2014–present
	The Librarians[image: External link]
	Eve Baird
	Main cast

27 episodes



	2015
	RuPaul's Drag Race[image: External link]
	Guest Judge
	Episode: Hello, Kitty Girls!



	2015
	Key & Peele[image: External link]
	Pirate Captain
	Season 5 Episode 1



	2015
	Adventure Time[image: External link]
	Empress Eyes
	Season 7 Episode 9



	2017
	Love Locks
	Lindsay Phillips
	Hallmark movie
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USA Today






This article is about the newspaper. For the education monthly, see USA Today (magazine)[image: External link]. For the song by Alan Jackson, see USA Today (song)[image: External link].

USA Today is an internationally distributed American daily middle-market newspaper[image: External link] that serves as the flagship publication of its owner, the Gannett Company[image: External link]. Founded by Al Neuharth[image: External link] on September 15, 1982, it operates from Gannett's corporate headquarters on Jones Branch Drive in McLean[image: External link], Virginia[image: External link], United States.[3] It is printed at 37 sites across the United States and at five additional sites internationally. Its dynamic design influenced the style of local, regional and national newspapers worldwide, through its use of concise reports, colorized images, informational graphics, and its inclusion of popular culture[image: External link] stories, among other distinct features.[4][5]

With a weekly circulation of 1,021,638 and an approximate daily reach of seven million readers as of 2016,[6] USA Today shares the position of having the widest circulation of any newspaper in the United States[image: External link] with The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] and The New York Times.[7] USA Today is distributed in all 50 states[image: External link], the District of Columbia[image: External link] and Puerto Rico[image: External link], with an international edition distributed in Canada[image: External link], Asia[image: External link] and the Pacific Islands, and Europe[image: External link].



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




The development of USA Today commenced on February 29, 1980, when company staff employed for a task force known as "Project NN" met with Gannett Company chairman Al Neuharth in Cocoa Beach, Florida[image: External link] to develop a national newspaper. Early, regional prototypes included East Bay Today, an Oakland, California[image: External link]-based publication first published in the late 1970s to serve as the morning edition of the Oakland Tribune[image: External link], an afternoon newspaper which Gannett owned at the time.[8] On June 11, 1981, Gannett printed the first prototypes of the proposed publication; the copies, which displayed two proposed design layouts, were mailed to various newsmakers and prominent leaders in journalism for review and input.[5][9] The Gannett Company's Board of Directors approved the launch of the national newspaper, which would be titled USA Today, on December 5, 1981; with the launch, Neuharth was appointed president and publisher of the newspaper, adding those responsibilities to his existing position as Gannett's chief executive officer[image: External link].[9][10]

Gannett formally announced the launch of the paper on April 20, 1982. USA Today began publishing on September 15, 1982, initially launching in the Baltimore[image: External link] and Washington, D.C.[image: External link] metropolitan areas for an initial newsstand price of 25¢ (equivalent to 62¢ today). After selling out its first issue, Gannett gradually expanded the national distribution of the paper, eventually reaching an estimated circulation of 362,879 copies, double the amount of copy sales that Gannett projected that USA Today would accrue by the end of 1982. The design was unique in its incorporation of colorized graphics and photographs; initially, only its front news section pages were rendered in four-color, while the remaining pages were displayed in a spot color format. The paper's overall content style and elevated use of graphics – the result of the concept developed by Neuharth, in contribution with staff graphics designers George Rorick, Sam Ward, Suzy Parker, John Sherlock and Web Bryant – was derided by critics, who referred to it as " McPaper[image: External link]" or "television you can wrap fish in," because it opted to incorporate more concise, shorter-form nuggets of information akin to the style of television news[image: External link] rather than in-depth stories in many of its sections like traditional newspapers, which many in the newspaper industry considered to be a dumbing down[image: External link] of the news.[9][10][11]

On July 2, 1984, the newspaper switched from a largely black-and-white to a color publication, featuring full color photography and graphics in all four sections. The following week on July 10, USA Today launched an international edition intended primarily for U.S. readers abroad; this was followed four months later on October 8 with the rollout of the first via satellite publication of its international version in Singapore[image: External link]. On April 8, 1985, the paper published its first special bonus section, a 12-page section called "Baseball '85," which previewed the 1985 Major League Baseball season[image: External link].[9]

By the fourth quarter of 1985, USA Today had become the second largest newspaper in the United States, reaching a daily circulation of 1.4 million copies; total daily readership of the paper by 1987 (according to Simmons Market Research Bureau statistics) had reached 5.5 million, the largest of any daily newspaper in the U.S. On May 6, 1986, USA Today began printing production of its international edition in Switzerland[image: External link]. USA Today operated at a loss for most of its first four years of operation, accumulating a total deficit of $233 million after taxes, according to figures released by Gannett in July 1987; the newspaper began turning its first profit in May 1987, six months ahead of Gannett corporate revenue projections.[9]

On January 29, 1988, USA Today published the largest edition in its history, a 78-page weekend edition featuring a section previewing Super Bowl XXII[image: External link]; the edition included 44.38 pages of advertising and sold 2,114,055 copies, setting a single-day circulation record for an American newspaper (a record that the paper would beat nearly nine months later on September 2, when its Labor Day[image: External link] weekend edition sold 2,257,734 copies). On April 15, USA Today launched a third international printing site, based in Hong Kong[image: External link]. The international edition set circulation and advertising sales records during August 1988, when the publication provided extensive coverage of that year's Summer Olympics[image: External link], selling more than 60,000 copies and 100 pages of advertising.[9]

By July 1991, Simmons Market Research Bureau estimated that USA Today had a total daily readership of nearly 6.6 million readers, an all-time high for the paper at the time and the largest readership of any daily newspaper in the United States. On September 1 of that year, USA Today launched a fourth printsite for its international edition in London[image: External link] to publish and distribute that version of the paper to the United Kingdom[image: External link] and the British Isles[image: External link].[9] The international edition's format was changed beginning with the April 1, 1994 issue to release each issue on Monday through Fridays, rather than from Tuesday through Saturday, in order to accommodate business travelers; on February 1, 1995, USA Today opened its first editorial bureau outside of the United States at its Hong Kong publishing facility; additional editorial bureaus were launched in London and Moscow[image: External link] in 1996.[9]

On April 17, 1995, USA Today launched its website, www.usatoday.com, as part of the USA Today Information Network to provide real-time news coverage; the site would eventually expand to include a spin-off website that launched in June 2002, USATODAY.com Travel, providing travel information and booking tools. On August 28, 1995, a fifth international publishing site was launched in Frankfurt, Germany[image: External link], to print and distribute the international edition throughout most of Europe.[9] On October 4, 1999, USA Today began running advertisements on its front page for the first time.[9]

On February 8, 2000, Gannett launched USA Today Live, a broadcast and Internet initiative designed to provide coverage from the newspaper to broadcast television stations nationwide for use in their local newscasts and their websites; the venture would also provide integration with the USA Today website, which transitioned from a text-based format to feature audio and video clips of news content. The paper launched a sixth printing site for its international edition on May 15, 2000, in Milan[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], followed on July 10 by the launch of an international printing facility in Charleroi, Belgium[image: External link].[9]

2001 saw additional expansion of the newspaper, with the launch of two interactive units: on June 19, USA Today and Gannett Newspapers launched the USA Today Careers Network (now Careers.com), a website featuring localized employment listings, then on July 18, the USA Today News Center was launched as an interactive television news service developed through a joint venture with the On Command Corporation that was distributed to hotels around the United States. On September 12 of that year, the newspaper set an all-time single day circulation record, selling 3,638,600 copies for its edition covering the terrorist attacks[image: External link] that damaged the World Trade Center[image: External link] and The Pentagon[image: External link] and a hijacking attempt tied to the two events that resulted in the crash of United Airlines Flight 93[image: External link] outside of Shanksville, Pennsylvania[image: External link]. That November, USA Today migrated its operations from Gannett's previous corporate headquarters in Arlington, Virginia[image: External link] to the company's new headquarters in nearby McLean[image: External link].[9]

On December 12, 2005, Gannett announced that it would combine the separate newsroom operations of USA Today's online and print entities, with USAToday.com's vice president and editor-in-chief Kinsey Wilson being promoted to co-executive editor, alongside existing executive editor John Hillkirk.[9] In 2010, USA Today launched the USA Today API[image: External link] for sharing data with partners of all types.[12]
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 Newsroom restructuring and 2011 graphical tweaks




On August 27, 2010, USA Today announced that it would undergo a reorganization of its newsroom, announcing the layoffs of 130 staffers. It also announced that the paper would shift its focus away from print and place more emphasis on its digital platforms (including USAToday.com and its related mobile applications[image: External link]) and launch of a new publication called USA Today Sports.

On January 24, 2011, to reverse a revenue slide, the paper introduced a tweaked format that modified the appearance of its front section pages, which included a larger logo at the top of each page; coloring tweaks to section front pages; a new sans-serif[image: External link] font, called Prelo, for certain headlines of main stories (replacing the Gulliver typeface that had been implemented for story headers in April 2000); an updated "Newsline" feature featuring larger, "newsier" headline entry points; and the increasing and decreasing of mastheads[image: External link] and white space to present a cleaner style.[13][14]
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 2012 redesign




On September 14, 2012, USA Today underwent the first major redesign in its history, in commemoration for the 30th anniversary of the paper's first edition.[15] Developed in conjunction with brand design firm Wolff Olins[image: External link], the print edition of USA Today added a page covering technology stories and expanded travel coverage within the Life section and increased the number of color pages included in each edition, while retaining longtime elements.[16] The "globe" logo used since the paper's inception was replaced with a new logo featuring a large circle rendered in colors corresponding to each of the sections, serving as an infographic that changes with news stories, containing images representing that day's top stories.[16][17]

The paper's website was also extensively overhauled using a new, in-house content management system[image: External link] known as Presto and a design created by Fantasy Interactive, that incorporates flipboard-style navigation to switch between individual stories (which obscure most of the main and section pages), clickable video advertising and a responsive design[image: External link] layout. The site was designed to be more interactive, provide optimizations for mobile[image: External link] and touchscreen[image: External link] devices, provide "high impact" advertising units, and provide the ability for Gannett to syndicate USA Today content to the websites of its local properties, and vice versa. To accomplish this goal, Gannett migrated its newspaper and television station websites to the Presto platform and the USA Today site design throughout 2013 and 2014 (although archive content accessible through search engines[image: External link] remains available through the pre-relaunch design).[18][19]
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 Mid-2010s expansion and restructuring




On October 6, 2013, Gannett test launched a daily "butterfly" edition of USA Today for distribution as an insert in four of its newspapers – The Indianapolis Star[image: External link], the Rochester Democrat & Chronicle[image: External link], the Fort Myers[image: External link]-based News-Press[image: External link] and the Appleton, Wisconsin[image: External link]-based Post-Crescent[image: External link]. The launch of the syndicated insert caused USA Today to restructure its operations to allow seven-day-a-week production to accommodate the packaging of its national and international news content and enterprise stories (comprising about 10 pages for the weekday and Saturday editions, and up to 22 pages for the Sunday edition) into the pilot insert. Gannett later announced on December 11, that it would formally launch the condensed daily edition of USA Today in 31 additional local newspapers nationwide through April 2014 (with the Palm Springs, California[image: External link]-based Desert Sun[image: External link] and the Lafayette, Louisiana[image: External link]-based Advertiser being the first newspapers outside of the pilot program participants to add the supplement on December 15), citing "positive feedback" to the feature from readers and advertisers of the initial four papers. Gannett was given permission from the Alliance for Audited Media[image: External link] to count the circulation figures from the syndicated local insert with the total circulation count for the flagship national edition of USA Today.[20][21]

On January 4, 2014, USA Today acquired the book and film review website, Reviewed.com.[9] In the first quarter of 2014, Gannett launched a condensed USA Today insert into 31 other newspapers in its network, thereby increasing the number of inserts to 35, in an effort to shore up USA Today's circulation after it regained its position as the highest circulated weekdaily newspaper in the United States in October 2013.[22] On September 3, 2014, USA Today announced that it would lay off roughly 70 employees in a restructuring of its newsroom and business operations.[23] In October 2014, USA Today and OpenWager Inc. entered into a partnership to release a Bingo[image: External link] app called USA TODAY Bingo Cruise.[24]

On December 3, 2015, Gannett formally launched the USA Today Network, a national digital newsgathering service providing shared content between USA Today and the company's 92 local newspapers throughout the United States as well as pooling advertising services on both a hyperlocal and national reach. The Louisville Courier-Journal[image: External link] had earlier soft-launched the service as part of a pilot program started on November 17, coinciding with an imaging rebrand for the Louisville, Kentucky-based newspaper; Gannett's other local newspaper properties, as well as those it acquired through its merger with the Journal Media Group[image: External link], began identifying themselves as part of the USA Today Network (foregoing use of the Gannett name outside of requisite ownership references) gradually integrated into the USA Today Network through early January 2016.[25][26][27]
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 Layout and format




USA Today is known for synthesizing news down to easy-to-read-and-comprehend stories. In the main edition circulated in the United States and some Canadian[image: External link] cities, each edition consists of four sections: News (the oft-labeled "front page" section), Money, Sports, and Life. Since March 1998, the Friday edition of Life has been separated into two distinct sections: the regular Life focusing on entertainment (subtitled Weekend; section E), which features television reviews and listings, a DVD column, film reviews[image: External link] and trends, and a travel supplement called Destinations & Diversions (section D). The international edition of the paper features two sections: News and Money in one; with Sports and Life in the other.

Atypical of most daily newspapers, the paper does not print on Saturdays and Sundays; the Friday edition serves as the weekend edition (although USA Today has published special Saturday and Sunday editions in the past, the first being published on January 19, 1991, when it released a Saturday "Extra" edition updating coverage of the Gulf War[image: External link] from the previous day; the paper published special seven-day-a-week editions for the first time on July 19, 1996, when it published special editions for exclusive distribution in the host city of Atlanta[image: External link] and surrounding areas for the two-week duration of the Summer Olympics[image: External link]).[9] USA Today prints each complete story on the front page of the respective section with the exception of the cover story. The cover story is a longer story that requires a jump (readers must turn to another page in the paper to complete the story, usually the next page of that section). On certain days, the news or sports section will take up two paper sections, and there will be a second cover story within the second section.

Each section is denoted by a certain color to differentiate sections beyond lettering and is seen in a box the top-left corner of the first page; the principal section colors are blue for News (section A), green for Money (section B), red for Sports (section C), and purple for Life (section D); in the paper's early years, the Life and Money sections were also assigned blue nameplates and spot color, as the presses used at USA Today' printing facilities did not yet accommodate the use of other colors to denote all four original sections.[28] Orange is used for bonus sections (section E or above), which are published occasionally such as for business travel[image: External link] trends and the Olympics[image: External link]; other bonus sections for sports (such as for the PGA Tour[image: External link] preview, NCAA Basketball Tournaments[image: External link], Memorial Day[image: External link] auto races (Indianapolis 500[image: External link] and Coca-Cola 600[image: External link]), NFL[image: External link] opening weekend and the Super Bowl[image: External link]) previously used the orange color, but now use the red designated for sports in their bonus sections. To increase their ties to USA Today, Gannett incorporated the USA Today coloring scheme into an internally created graphics package for news programming that the company began phasing in across its television station group – which were spun-off in July 2015 into the separate broadcast and digital media company Tegna[image: External link] – in late 2012 (the package utilizes the color scheme for a rundown graphic used on most stations – outside of those that Gannett acquired in 2014 from London Broadcasting, which began implementing the package in late 2015 – that persists throughout its stations' newscasts, as well as bumpers for individual story topics). Gannett's television stations began to a new on-air appearance that uses a color-coding system identical to that of the paper.[29]

In many ways, USA Today is set up to break the typical newspaper layout. Some examples of that divergence from tradition include using the left-hand quarter of each section as reefers (front-page paragraphs referring to stories on inside pages[30]), sometimes using sentence-length blurbs to describe stories inside; the lead reefer is the cover page feature "Newsline," which shows summarized descriptions of headline stories featured in all four main sections and any special sections. As a national newspaper, USA Today cannot focus on the weather for any one city. Therefore, the entire back page of the News section is used for weather maps for the continental United States[image: External link], Puerto Rico[image: External link] and the United States Virgin Islands[image: External link], and temperature lists for many cities throughout the U.S. and the world (temperatures for individual cities on the primary forecast map and temperature lists are suffixed with a one- or two-letter code, such as "t" for thunderstorms[image: External link], referencing the expected weather conditions); the colorized forecast map, originally created by staff designer George Rorick (who left USA Today for a similar position at The Detroit News[image: External link] in 1986), was copied by newspapers around the world, breaking from the traditional style of using monochrome contouring or simplistic text to denote temperature ranges.[11][31] National precipitation maps for the next three days (previously five days until the 2012 redesign), and four-day forecasts and Air Quality Indexes[image: External link] for 36 major U.S. cities (originally 16 cities prior to 1999) – with individual cities color-coded by the temperature contour corresponding to the given area on the forecast map – are also featured. Weather data is provided by AccuWeather[image: External link], which has served as the forecast provider for USA Today for most of the paper's existence (with an exception from January 2002 to September 2012, when The Weather Channel[image: External link] provided data through a long-term multimedia content agreement with Gannett).[32][33][34][35][36] In the bottom left-hand corner of the weather page is "Weather Focus", a graphic which explains various meteorological phenomena. On some days, the Weather Focus could be a photo of a rare meteorological event.

On Mondays, the Money section uses its back page for "Market Trends," a feature that launched in June 2002 and presents an unusual graphic depicting the performance of various industry groups as a function of quarterly, monthly, and weekly movements against the S&P 500[image: External link]. On days featuring bonus sections or business holidays, the Money and Life sections are usually combined into one section, while combinations of the Friday Life editions into one section are common during quiet weeks. Advertising coverage is seen in the Monday Money section, which often includes a review of a current television ad, and after Super Bowl Sunday[image: External link], a review of the ads aired during the broadcast with the results of the Ad Track live survey. Stock tables for individual stock exchanges (comprising one subsection for companies traded on the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link], and another for companies trading on NASDAQ[image: External link] and the American Stock Exchange[image: External link]) and mutual indexes were discontinued with the 2012 redesign due to the myriad of electronic ways to check individual stock prices, in line with most newspapers.

Book coverage, including reviews and a national sales chart (the latter of which debuted on October 28, 1994), is seen on Thursdays in Life, with the official full A.C. Nielsen[image: External link] television ratings[image: External link] chart printed on Wednesdays or Thursdays, depending on release. The paper also publishes the Mediabase[image: External link] survey for several genres of music, based on radio airplay spins on Tuesdays, along with their own chart of the top ten singles in general on Wednesdays. Because of the same limitations cited for its nationalized forecasts, the television page in Life – which provides prime time[image: External link] and late night[image: External link] listings (running from 8:00 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Eastern Time[image: External link]) – incorporates a boilerplate "Local news[image: External link]" or "Local programming[image: External link]" descriptions to denote time periods in which the five major English language broadcast networks ( ABC[image: External link], NBC, CBS[image: External link], Fox[image: External link] and The CW[image: External link]) cede airtime to allow their affiliates to carry syndicated programs[image: External link] or local newscasts; the television page has never been accompanied by a weekly listings supplement with broader scheduling information similar to those featured in local newspapers. Like most national papers, USA Today does not carry comic strips[image: External link].

One of the staples of the News section is "Across the USA," a state-by-state roundup of headlines. The summaries consist of paragraph-length Associated Press[image: External link] reports highlighting one story of note in each state, the District of Columbia[image: External link], and one U.S. territory. Similarly, the "For the Record" page of the Sports section (which features sports scores for both the previous four days of league play and individual non-league events, seasonal league statistics and wagering lines for the current day's games) also features a rundown of winning numbers from the previous deadline date for all participating state lotteries[image: External link] and individual multi-state lotteries.

Some traditions have been retained, however. The lead story[image: External link] still appears on the upper-right hand of the front page. Commentary and political cartoons occupy the last few pages of the News section. Stock and mutual fund data are presented in the Money section. But USA Today is sufficiently different in aesthetics to be recognized on sight, even in a mix of other newspapers, such as at a newsstand[image: External link]. The overall design and layout of USA Today has been described as neo-Victorian.[37]

Also, in most of the sections' front pages, on the lower left hand corner, are "USA Today Snapshots", which give statistics of various lifestyle interests according to the section it is in (for example, a snapshot in "Life" could show how many people tend to watch a certain genre of television show based upon the type of mood they are in at the time). These "Snapshots" are shown through graphs which are made up of various illustrations of objects that roughly pertain to the graphs subject matter (using the example above, the graph's bars could be made up of several TV sets, or ended by one). These are usually loosely based on research by a national institute (with the credited source mentioned in fine print in the box below the graph).

The newspaper also features an occasional magazine supplement called Open Air, which launched on March 7, 2008 and appears several times a year. Various other advertorials[image: External link] appear throughout the year, mainly on Fridays.
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 Opinion section




The opinion section prints USA Today editorials, columns by guest writers and members of the Editorial Board of Contributors,[38] letters to the editor, and editorial cartoons. One unique feature of the USA Today editorial page is the publication of opposing points of view; alongside the editorial board's piece on the day's topic runs an opposing view by a guest writer, often an expert in the field. The opinion pieces featured in each edition are decided by the Board of Contributors, which are separate from the paper's news staff.[39]

As of 2010, the editorial page editor was Brian Gallagher, who has worked for the newspaper since its founding in 1982. Other members of the Editorial Board included deputy editorial page editor Bill Sternberg, executive forum editor John Siniff, op-ed/forum page editor Glen Nishimura, operations editor Thuan Le Elston, letters editor Michelle Poblete, web content editor Eileen Rivers, and editorial writers Dan Carney, George Hager, and Saundra Torry.[40] The newspaper's website calls this group "demographically and ideologically diverse."[39]

USA Today has traditionally maintained a policy not to endorse candidates for the United States Presidency[image: External link] or any other state or federal political office, which it has refrained from doing since its inception. Since 1984[image: External link], its political editorials during the Presidential election cycle has focused instead on providing opinion on major issues relevant to the campaign based on the differing concerns of voters, the vast amount of information on ongoing Presidential campaigns, and the Board of Contributors' aim to provide a fair viewpoint through the diverse political ideologies of its members and avoid reader perceptions of bias. However, the board re-evaluates its non-endorsement policy through an independent process during each four-year election cycle, with any decision to circumvent the policy based on a consensus vote in which fewer than two of the editorial board's members dissent or hold differing opinions.[41]

The editorial board broke from this stance for the first time on September 29, 2016, when it published an op-ed piece condemning the candidacy of Republican[image: External link] nominee Donald Trump[image: External link], calling him "unfit for the presidency" due to his inflammatory campaign rhetoric (particularly that aimed at military veterans, immigrants, and various ethnic and religious groups); his temperament and lack of financial transparency; his "checkered" business record; his use of false and hyperbolic statements; the inconsistency of his viewpoints and issues with his vision on domestic and foreign policy; and, based on comments he has made during his campaign and criticisms by both Democrats[image: External link] and Republicans on these views, the potential risks to national security and constitutional ethics under a Trump administration, asking voters to "resist the siren song of a dangerous demagogue".[42] The board noted that the piece was not a "qualified endorsement" of Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton[image: External link], for whom the board was unable to reach a consensus for endorsing (some editorial board members expressed that Clinton's public service record would help her "serve the nation ably as its president," while others had "serious reservations about [her] sense of entitlement, [...] lack of candor and [...] extreme carelessness in handling classified information[image: External link]"), instead advising voters to decide whether to vote for Clinton, Libertarian[image: External link] nominee Gary Johnson[image: External link], Green Party[image: External link] nominee Jill Stein[image: External link] or a write-in candidate; or focus on Senate, House and other down-ballot political races.[43][44][45]
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 Personnel




In May 2012, Larry Kramer – a 40-year media industry veteran and former president of CBS Digital Media – was appointed president and publisher of USA Today, replacing David Hunke[image: External link], who had been publisher of the newspaper since 2009.[46] Kramer was tasked with developing a new strategy for the paper as it sought to increase revenue from its digital operations.[47]

In July 2012, Kramer hired David Callaway[image: External link] – whom the former had hired as lead editor of MarketWatch[image: External link] in 1999, two years after Kramer founded the website during his tenure at CBS News – as the paper's editor-in-chief. Callaway had previously worked at Bloomberg[image: External link] covering the banking, investment-banking and asset-management businesses throughout Europe and at the Boston Herald[image: External link], where he co-wrote a daily financial column on "comings and goings in the Boston business district".[48] Conservative[image: External link] activist[image: External link] Peter Gemma has written more than 100 op-ed pieces for USA Today.[49]

The current Editor-in-Chief is Patty Michalski.[1][2]
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 Editorial board





	Bill Sternberg

	
David Mastio – said libertarian pundit John Stossel[image: External link] had a conflict of interest

	
Jill Lawrence – see Politics Daily[image: External link]


	Dan Carney

	Thuan Le Elston

	Josh Rivera

	Eileen Rivers

	
Saundra Torry – active in the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press[image: External link] since 2000
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 Related publications and services
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 USA Weekend




Main article: USA Weekend[image: External link]


USA Weekend is a defunct sister publication that launched in 1953 as Family Weekly, a national weekend newsmagazine[image: External link] supplement intended for the Sunday editions of various U.S. newspapers; it adopted its final title following Gannett's purchase of the magazine in 1985.[50] The magazine – which was distributed to approximately 800 newspapers nationwide at its peak with most Gannett-owned local newspapers carrying it by default within their Sunday editions – focused primarily on social issues, entertainment, health, food and travel.[50][51] On December 5, 2014, Gannett announced that it would cease publishing USA Weekend after the December 26–28 edition, citing increasing operational costs and reduced advertising revenue, with most of its participating newspapers choosing to replace it with competing Sunday magazine Parade.[52][53][54][55]
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 USA Today Sports Weekly




Main article: Sports Weekly[image: External link]


USA Today Sports Weekly is a weekly magazine that covers news and statistics from Major League Baseball[image: External link], minor league[image: External link] and NCAA[image: External link] baseball, the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL) and NASCAR[image: External link]. It was first published on April 5, 1991 as USA Today Baseball Weekly, a tabloid[image: External link]-sized baseball-focused publication released on Wednesdays, on a weekly basis during the baseball season and bi-weekly during the off-season; the magazine expanded its sports coverage on September 4, 2002, when it adopted its current title after added stories about the NFL. Sports Weekly added coverage of NASCAR on February 15, 2006, lasting only during that year's race season; and added coverage of NCAA college football on August 8, 2007. The editorial operations of Sports Weekly originally operated autonomously from USA Today, before being integrated with the newspaper's sports department in late 2005.
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 The Big Lead




Main article: The Big Lead[image: External link]


The Big Lead is a sports blog[image: External link] operated by USA Today that was launched in February 2006 by original owner Fantasy Sports Ventures (co-founded by Jason McIntyre and David Lessa), which was purchased by the Gannett Company – which, beginning in April 2008, had maintained a strategic content and marketing partnership with the former company – in January 2012.[56] The site – which is usually updated on a routine basis of 10 to 15 times per day between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Eastern Time – mainly covers sports, but also provides news and commentary on other news topics, ranging from politics to pop culture[image: External link].[57]
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 USA Today: The Television Show




In 1987, Gannett and producer Grant Tinker[image: External link] began developing a newsmagazine[image: External link] series for first-run syndication[image: External link] that attempted to bring the breezy style of USA Today to television.[58] The result was USA Today: The Television Show (later retitled USA Today on TV, then shortened to simply USA Today), which premiered on September 12, 1988.[59] Correspondents on the program included Edie Magnus, Robin Young[image: External link], Boyd Matson[image: External link], Kenneth Walker, Dale Harimoto, Ann Abernathy, Bill Macatee[image: External link] and Beth Ruyak. As with the newspaper itself, the show was divided into four "sections" corresponding to the different parts of the paper: News (focusing on the major headlines of the day), Money (focusing on financial news and consumer reports), Sports (focusing on sports news and scores) and Life (focusing on entertainment and lifestyle-related stories).

The series was plagued by low ratings and negative reviews from critics throughout its run. The program also suffered from being scheduled in undesirable timeslots in certain markets; this was a particular case in New York City[image: External link], the country's largest media market[image: External link], where CBS owned-and-operated station[image: External link] WCBS-TV[image: External link] (channel 2) aired the program in a pre-dawn early morning slot, before the program moved to NBC O&O WNBC[image: External link] five months into its run in a 9:30 a.m. slot, where it did not fare any better despite being placed in a more palatable time period[60] (in contrast, CITY-TV[image: External link] in Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link], Canada[image: External link] [now the flagship station[image: External link] of the City[image: External link] television network], ran it at 5:00 p.m.).[61]) These setbacks led to the cancellation of the TV version of USA Today in November 1989 after one-and-a-half seasons; the final edition aired on January 7, 1990.[62]

Gannett announced plans to develop a USA Today-branded weekly half-hour television program, to have been titled "Sports Page", as part of a renewed initiative to extend the brand into television; this program, which was tapped for a fall 2004 debut, ultimately never launched.[9]
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 VRtually There




VRtually There is a weekly virtual reality[image: External link] news program produced by the USA Today Network, which debuted on October 20, 2016. The program, which is available on the USA Today mobile app and on YouTube[image: External link] (which maintains content exclusivity through the program's dedicated channel for 60 days after each broadcast), showcases three original segments outlining news stories through a first-person perspective, recorded and produced by journalists from USA Today and its co-owned local newspapers. The program also incorporates "cubemercials," long-form advertisements created by Gannett's in-house creative studio GET Creative, which are designed to allow consumer engagenent in fully immersive experiences through virtual reality.[63]
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 Awards





	
USA Today Minor League Player of the Year Award[image: External link] – First presented in 1988, this annual award has been given to a particular Minor League Baseball[image: External link] player judged to have had the most outstanding season by a thirteen-person panel of baseball experts.

	
USA Today All-USA high school baseball team[image: External link] – First presented in 1998, the award honors between nine and eleven outstanding baseball players from high schools around the United States to be part on the team (separate awards honoring the High School Baseball Player of the Year and High School Baseball Coach of the Year have been given since 1989[64][65]).

	
USA Today All-USA high school basketball team[image: External link] – First presented in 1983, the award honors outstanding male and female basketball players from high schools around the United States with a place on the team, with one member of each team being named as the High School Basketball Player of the Year as well as coaches from a select boys' and girls' team as the High School Basketball Coach of the Year.[65][65][66][67]


	
USA Today All-Joe Team (NFL) – First presented in 1992 in tribute to Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link] veteran defensive lineman Joe Phillips[image: External link], the award honors 52 rookie players from throughout the NFL for their exemplary performance during the previous league season.[68]


	
USA Today/National Prep Poll High School Football National Championship[image: External link] – Predating the first publication of USA Today under the sole decision of the National Prep Poll, it is a national championship honor awarded to the best high school football[image: External link] team(s) in the United States based on rankings decided by USA Today's sports editorial department.

	
USA Today All-USA high school football team[image: External link] – First presented in 1982, the award honors outstanding football players from high schools around the United States (includes ranks for the Super 25 teams in the U.S. and Top 10 teams in the East, South, Midwest and West, and USA Today High School Football Player of the Year[image: External link]).[69][70]




[71][72]


	
USA Today High School Football Coach of the Year[image: External link] – First presented in 1982, the award awards a coach from one of the teams selected for the All-USA football team for the honor.
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 In popular culture




A futuristic 2015 edition of USA Today (Hill Valley[image: External link] edition) is seen in Back to the Future Part II[image: External link] (1989). As a tribute to the movie, the newspaper ran a recreation of the front page, featuring the exact headlines portrayed in the movie, on October 22, 2015, the exact date of the edition that the protagonist Marty McFly read in the movie (the character, played by Michael J. Fox[image: External link], travels to October 21, 2015, and reads the following day's edition of the paper.[73]
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 See also





	USA Today Super Bowl Ad Meter[image: External link]
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2012 Toronto International Film Festival






The 37th annual Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] (TIFF) was held in Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link], Canada between September 6 and September 16, 2012. TIFF announced the films that were accepted on August 21, 2012. Looper[image: External link] directed by Rian Johnson[image: External link] was selected as the opening film.[4][5]
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	Award[6][7]

	Film
	Director



	People's Choice Award
	Silver Linings Playbook
	David O. Russell



	People's Choice Award (Documentary)
	Artifact[image: External link]
	Jared Leto[image: External link]



	People's Choice Award (Midnight Madness)
	Seven Psychopaths[image: External link]
	Martin McDonagh[image: External link]



	Best Canadian Feature Film
	Laurence Anyways[image: External link]
	Xavier Dolan[image: External link]



	Best Canadian Short Film
	Keep a Modest Head
	Deco Dawson



	Best Canadian First Feature Film
	Antiviral[image: External link]
	Brandon Cronenberg[image: External link]



	Blackbird[image: External link]
	Jason Buxton[image: External link]



	FIPRESCI Discovery
	Call Girl[image: External link]
	Mikael Marcimain[image: External link]



	FIPRESCI Special Presentations
	In the House[image: External link]
	François Ozon[image: External link]




On 17 September 2012, it was announced that David O. Russell's comedy film, Silver Linings Playbook, had been awarded the People's Choice Award.[8] The film, in which Bradley Cooper and Jennifer Lawrence appear as "neurotic lovers obsessed with their exes", is based on a novel by Matthew Quick.[8][9] The festival director, Piers Handling, stated that the film is "a deeply emotional story."[10] Ben Affleck's Argo was the runner-up for the prize.[11] Jared Leto[image: External link]'s Artifact[image: External link] was given the People's Choice Award for best documentary, while Martin McDonagh[image: External link]'s Seven Psychopaths[image: External link] won the Midnight Madness audience award.[8]
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 Gala Presentations





	
Argo by Ben Affleck


	
The Company You Keep[image: External link] by Robert Redford[image: External link]


	
Dangerous Liaisons[image: External link] by Hur Jin-ho[image: External link]


	
Emperor[image: External link] by Peter Webber[image: External link]


	
English Vinglish[image: External link] by Gauri Shinde[image: External link]


	
Free Angela & All Political Prisoners by Shola Lynch

	
Great Expectations[image: External link] by Mike Newell[image: External link]


	
Hyde Park on Hudson[image: External link] by Roger Michell[image: External link]


	
Inescapable[image: External link] by Ruba Nadda[image: External link]


	
Jayne Mansfield's Car[image: External link] by Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link]


	
Looper[image: External link] by Rian Johnson[image: External link]


	
Love, Marilyn[image: External link] by Liz Garbus[image: External link]


	
Midnight's Children[image: External link] by Deepa Mehta[image: External link]


	
The Reluctant Fundamentalist[image: External link] by Mira Nair[image: External link]


	
A Royal Affair[image: External link] by Nikolaj Arcel[image: External link]


	
Silver Linings Playbook by David O. Russell


	
Song for Marion[image: External link] by Paul Andrew Williams[image: External link]


	
Thermae Romae by Hideki Takeuchi

	
Twice Born[image: External link] by Sergio Castellitto[image: External link]


	
What Maisie Knew[image: External link] by Scott McGehee[image: External link] and David Siegel[image: External link]
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 Special Presentations





	
Anna Karenina[image: External link] by Joe Wright[image: External link]


	
Antiviral[image: External link] by Brandon Cronenberg[image: External link]


	
Arthur Newman[image: External link] by Dante Ariola

	
At Any Price[image: External link] by Ramin Bahrani[image: External link]


	
The Attack by Ziad Doueiri[image: External link]


	
Bad 25[image: External link] by Spike Lee[image: External link]


	
Byzantium[image: External link] by Neil Jordan[image: External link]


	
Capital[image: External link] by Costa-Gavras[image: External link]


	
Cloud Atlas[image: External link] by Tom Tykwer[image: External link], Andy Wachowski[image: External link] and Lana Wachowski[image: External link]


	
Deep by Baltasar Kormákur[image: External link]


	
Disconnect[image: External link] by Henry Alex Rubin[image: External link]


	
Do Not Disturb by Yvan Attal[image: External link]


	
Dormant Beauty[image: External link] by Marco Bellocchio[image: External link]


	
Dreams for Sale[image: External link] by Nishikawa Miwa[image: External link]


	
End of Watch[image: External link] by David Ayer[image: External link]


	
Everybody Has A Plan by Ana Piterbarg

	
Foxfire by Laurent Cantet[image: External link]


	
Frances Ha[image: External link] by Noah Baumbach[image: External link]


	
Ginger & Rosa[image: External link] by Sally Potter[image: External link]


	
Greetings from Tim Buckley[image: External link] by Dan Algrant

	
Hannah Arendt[image: External link] by Margarethe von Trotta[image: External link]


	
The Hunt[image: External link] by Thomas Vinterberg[image: External link]


	
The Iceman[image: External link] by Ariel Vromen[image: External link]


	
Imogene[image: External link] by Robert Pulcini[image: External link] and Shari Springer Berman[image: External link]


	
The Impossible[image: External link] by J.A. Bayona[image: External link]


	
In the House[image: External link] by François Ozon[image: External link]


	
Inch'Allah[image: External link] by Anaïs Barbeau-Lavalette[image: External link]


	
Kon-Tiki[image: External link] by Joachim Rønning[image: External link] and Espen Sandberg[image: External link]


	
The Last Supper[image: External link] by Lu Chuan[image: External link]


	
A Late Quartet[image: External link] by Yaron Zilberman

	
Laurence Anyways[image: External link] by Xavier Dolan[image: External link]


	
A Liar's Autobiography — The Untrue Story of Monty Python's Graham Chapman[image: External link] by Ben Timlett

	
Lines of Wellington[image: External link] by Valeria Sarmiento[image: External link]


	
Liverpool[image: External link] by Manon Briand[image: External link]


	
Lore[image: External link] by Cate Shortland[image: External link]


	
Love is All You Need[image: External link] by Susanne Bier


	
The Master[image: External link] by Paul Thomas Anderson[image: External link]


	
Mr. Pip[image: External link] by Andrew Adamson[image: External link]


	
Much Ado About Nothing[image: External link] by Joss Whedon[image: External link]


	
No[image: External link] by Pablo Larraín[image: External link]


	
On The Road[image: External link] by Walter Salles[image: External link]


	
Outrage Beyond[image: External link] by Takeshi Kitano[image: External link]


	
The Paperboy[image: External link] by Lee Daniels[image: External link]


	
Passion[image: External link] by Brian De Palma[image: External link]


	
The Perks of Being a Wallflower[image: External link] by Stephen Chbosky[image: External link]


	
The Place Beyond the Pines[image: External link] by Derek Cianfrance[image: External link]


	
Quartet[image: External link] by Dustin Hoffman[image: External link]


	
Reality[image: External link] by Matteo Garrone[image: External link]


	
War Witch[image: External link] (Rebelle) by Kim Nguyen[image: External link]


	
Rhino Season[image: External link] by Bahman Ghobadi[image: External link]


	
Rust and Bone[image: External link] by Jacques Audiard[image: External link]


	
The Sapphires[image: External link] by Wayne Blair[image: External link]


	
The Sessions[image: External link] by Ben Lewin[image: External link]


	
The Son Did It by Daniele Ciprì[image: External link]


	
Spring Breakers[image: External link] by Harmony Korine[image: External link]


	
Still[image: External link] by Michael McGowan[image: External link]


	
Stories We Tell[image: External link] by Sarah Polley[image: External link][12]


	
The Suicide Shop[image: External link] by Patrice Leconte[image: External link]


	
Tai Chi[image: External link] by Stephen Fung[image: External link]


	
Thanks for Sharing[image: External link] by Stuart Blumberg[image: External link]


	
Thérèse Desqueyroux[image: External link] by Claude Miller[image: External link]


	
The Time Being by Nenad Cicin-Sain

	
To the Wonder[image: External link] by Terrence Malick[image: External link]


	
Venus & Serena by Maiken Baird

	
White Elephant[image: External link] by Pablo Trapero[image: External link]


	
Writers[image: External link] by Josh Boone[image: External link]


	
Yellow by Nick Cassavetes[image: External link]


	
Zaytoun[image: External link] by Eran Riklis[image: External link]
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9.79* - Daniel Gordon[image: External link]


	
A World Not Ours - Mahdi Fleifel

	
The Act of Killing[image: External link] - Joshua Oppenheimer[image: External link]


	
Artifact[image: External link] - Bartholomew Cubbins[image: External link]


	
As if We Were Catching a Cobra - Hala Alabdalla

	
Camp 14–Total Control Zone[image: External link] - Marc Wiese[image: External link]


	
The Central Park Five[image: External link] - Ken Burns[image: External link], David McMahon and Sarah Burns
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The Hunger Games (film)






The Hunger Games is a 2012 American dystopian[image: External link] science fiction[image: External link] adventure film[image: External link] directed by Gary Ross[image: External link] and based on the novel of the same name[image: External link] by Suzanne Collins. It is the first installment in The Hunger Games film series and was produced by Nina Jacobson[image: External link] and Jon Kilik, with a screenplay by Ross, Collins, and Billy Ray[image: External link]. The film stars Jennifer Lawrence, Josh Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Woody Harrelson, Elizabeth Banks[image: External link], Lenny Kravitz[image: External link], Stanley Tucci, and Donald Sutherland.[5] The story takes place in a dystopian post-apocalyptic[image: External link] future in the nation of Panem[image: External link], which is divided into 12 districts, where a boy and a girl from each district, between the ages of 12 and 18 must take part in The Hunger Games, a televised annual event in which the "tributes" of each district, are required to fight to the death, until there is only one survivor. Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer Lawrence) volunteers to take her younger sister's place. Joined by her district's male tribute, Peeta Mellark[image: External link] (Josh Hutcherson), and Katniss travels to the Capitol to train for the Hunger Games under the guidance of former victor Haymitch Abernathy[image: External link] (Woody Harrelson).

Development of The Hunger Games began in March 2009 when Lions Gate Entertainment[image: External link] entered into a co-production agreement with Color Force[image: External link], which had acquired the rights a few weeks earlier. Collins collaborated with Ray and Ross to write the screenplay. The screenplay expanded the character of Seneca Crane to allow several developments to be shown directly to the audience and Ross added several scenes between Crane and Coriolanus Snow. The main characters were cast between March and May 2011. Principal photography began in May 2011 and ended in September 2011, with filming taking place in North Carolina[image: External link]. The Hunger Games was shot entirely on film as opposed to digital.

The film was released on March 21, 2012, in some European countries[6] and in the US on March 23, 2012,[7] in both conventional theaters and digital IMAX[image: External link] theaters.[8] Japan received it last, on September 28. When the film released, it set records for opening day ($67.3 million) and opening weekend for a non-sequel.[9] At the time of its release, the film's opening weekend gross ($152.5 million) was the third-largest of any movie in North America.[10] It is the first film since Avatar[image: External link] to remain in first place at the North American box office for four consecutive weekends.[11] The film was a massive box-office success by grossing over $694 million worldwide against its budget of $78 million, making it the third-highest-grossing film in the United States and ninth-highest-grossing worldwide of 2012.[4] It was released on DVD and Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] on August 18, 2012.[12] With 7,434,058 units sold, the DVD was the best-selling DVD of 2012.[13] A sequel, The Hunger Games: Catching Fire, was released on November 22, 2013, in the United States.

The Hunger Games received positive reviews from critics, with praise for its themes and messages, as well as Jennifer Lawrence's portrayal of Katniss, though there was criticism of the film's use of shaky cam[image: External link] in the action sequences. Like the novel, the film has been noted for its similarities to other works, such as Robert Sheckley[image: External link]'s short story "Seventh Victim[image: External link]" and its Italian film adaptation The 10th Victim[image: External link], the Japanese novel Battle Royale[image: External link] and its film adaptation[image: External link], and the Shirley Jackson[image: External link] short story "The Lottery[image: External link]", with some criticizing The Hunger Games for being derivative of such works. Collins stated in an interview that her novel and screenplay drew on sources of inspiration such as the myth of Theseus[image: External link], Roman gladiatorial[image: External link] games, reality television[image: External link], and the desensitization[image: External link] of viewers to media coverage of real-life tragedy and war[image: External link], not to think as just an audience member, "Because those are real people on the screen, and they’re not going away when the commercials start to roll."[14] The song "Safe & Sound[image: External link]" won a Grammy Award[image: External link] and was nominated for a Golden Globe Award for Best Original Song[image: External link]. For her performance, Lawrence won the Saturn Award[image: External link] for Best Actress, the Broadcast Film Critics Association Award[image: External link] for Best Actress in an Action Movie, the Empire Award[image: External link] for Best Actress and was also nominated for the New York Film Critics Circle Award[image: External link] for Best Actress[image: External link].
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As punishment for a past rebellion, each of the 12 districts of the nation of Panem is forced by the victorious Capitol to annually select two tributes, one boy and one girl between the ages of 12 and 18, to fight to the death in the Hunger Games. In District 12, Katniss Everdeen volunteers after her younger sister Primrose is chosen by lot. She and the male tribute, Peeta Mellark[image: External link], are escorted to the Capitol by chaperone Effie Trinket and their mentor Haymitch Abernathy, a past District 12 victor, now an alcoholic. Haymitch impresses on them the importance of gaining sponsors, as they can provide gifts of food and supplies during the Games. During a televised interview, Peeta publicly expresses his love for Katniss, which she initially takes as an attempt to earn sponsors for himself, though she later learns that he means it. While training, Katniss observes the Careers: Marvel, Glimmer, Cato, and Clove, tributes from Districts 1 and 2 who have trained for the Games from an early age.

At the start of the Games, Katniss ignores Haymitch's advice and grabs supplies from the ground around the Cornucopia, a structure filled with food, weapons and other supplies where the contestants start, and narrowly escapes being killed by Clove (though Clove inadvertently saves her life by killing a District 9 boy first). Half of the tributes die in the initial melee, and only 11, including the Careers, remain after the first day. Katniss tries to stay far away from the other competitors, but Head Gamemaker Seneca Crane triggers a forest fire to drive her back towards them. She runs into the Careers, with whom Peeta has seemingly allied, and flees up a tree. When the Careers are unable to reach her, Peeta advises them to wait for her to come down.

The next morning, while the Careers and Peeta sleep, Katniss notices Rue, District 11's young female tribute, hiding in an adjacent tree. Rue silently draws her attention to a nest of poisonous tracker jackers[image: External link], genetically modified wasps whose venom can cause hallucinations and death. Using a knife, she cuts the branch holding the nest, causing it to fall on the Careers. Peeta, Marvel, Cato, and Clove escape, but Glimmer succumbs to the venom. Katniss is stung too, becoming disoriented and hallucinating. Peeta returns and tells her to run away.

After Rue helps Katniss recover from the poison, they become friends and allies. Katniss devises a plan to destroy the cache of supplies that the Careers have been hoarding. After Katniss succeeds, Cato angrily kills the boy from District 3 assigned to guard the hoard. Katniss finds Rue caught in a trap and frees her. Marvel appears and throws a spear at Katniss which strikes Rue in the abdomen, fatally wounding her. Katniss shoots Marvel in the chest with her bow. She comforts Rue with a song and after she dies, places flowers around her body. She then holds three fingers up - a District 12 salute - as a way to honor Rue. The people of District 11 salute Katniss, then riot, prompting President Snow to warn Crane that these Games are not turning out well.

Haymitch persuades Crane to change the rules to allow two winners if they are from the same district, suggesting that this will quiet the unrest. When this change is announced, Katniss searches for Peeta, finding him gravely wounded fleeing from the Careers. After she moves him to safety, they hear an announcement that what each survivor needs the most will be provided at the Cornucopia the next morning. Despite Peeta's strong opposition, Katniss leaves to get medicine for him. She is ambushed at the Cornucopia. Clove pins her to the ground and brags about Rue's death. Katniss is saved when Thresh[image: External link], District 11's male tribute, kills Clove. He spares Katniss - once - for helping Rue. The medicine heals Peeta very quickly.

While hunting for food, Katniss hears a cannon go off, signalling a death. She runs to find Peeta and is horrified to find he has collected lethal nightlock berries through ignorance. Peeta is fine. They discover that Foxface, District 5's female tribute, has died from eating berries she had assumed, from watching Peeta, were edible.

Then Crane has wild beasts unleashed into the arena. They kill Thresh and chase Katniss and Peeta onto the roof of the Cornucopia. There they are ambushed by Cato and fight to a stalemate. Katniss aims an arrow at Cato, who has Peeta in a headlock, boasting that if Katniss shoots him, both he and Peeta will fall to their deaths. Peeta gets Katniss to shoot Cato's hand. After she does, Peeta throws Cato to the beasts below, who maul, but do not kill him. Katniss shoots Cato, ending his suffering.

Katniss and Peeta think they have won, but the rule change is revoked; there can be only one victor. Peeta urges Katniss to shoot him, but she convinces him to eat nightlock berries with her. Just before they do, they are hastily named co-winners of the 74th Hunger Games.

Afterward, Haymitch warns Katniss that she has made many enemies by her acts of defiance. Snow has Crane locked in a room with nightlock. As Katniss and Peeta return to District 12, Snow ponders the situation. Katniss encourages Peeta to forget what happened between them in the Games, devastating him.
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See also: List of The Hunger Games characters[image: External link]


See also: List of The Hunger Games cast members[image: External link]
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Liam Hemsworth as Gale Hawthorne[image: External link][17]
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In March 2009, Lions Gate Entertainment[image: External link] (known as Lionsgate) entered into a co-production agreement for The Hunger Games with Nina Jacobson[image: External link]'s production company Color Force[image: External link], which had acquired worldwide distribution rights to the novel a few weeks earlier,[27][28] reportedly for $200,000.[29] Alli Shearmur and Jim Miller, president and senior vice president of motion picture production at Lionsgate, took charge of overseeing the production of the film, which they described as "an incredible property... a thrill to bring home to Lionsgate".[30] The studio, which had not made a profit for five years, raided the budgets of other productions and sold assets to secure a budget of $88,000,000—one of its largest ever[31]—for the film.[29][32] Collins' agent Jason Dravis remarked that "they [Lionsgate] had everyone but the valet call us" to help secure the franchise.[32] Lionsgate subsequently acquired tax breaks[image: External link] of $8 million for shooting the film in North Carolina[image: External link].[32] The production was eventually brought in under-budget at $78 million.[33]

Collins adapted the novel for film herself,[27] in collaboration with screenwriter Billy Ray and director Gary Ross.[34][35] The screenplay remains extremely faithful to the original novel,[36] with Ross saying he "felt the only way to make the film really successful was to be totally subjective", echoing Collins' presentation of the novel in the first person[image: External link] present[image: External link].[37] Instead of Katniss' internal monologue[image: External link] about the Capitol's machinations, the screenplay expanded the character of Seneca Crane, the Head Gamemaker, to allow several developments to be shown directly to the audience. Ross explained, "In the book, Katniss speculates about the game-makers' manipulations... in the film, we can't get inside Katniss's head, but we do have the ability to cut away and actually show the machinations of the Capitol behind the scenes. I created the game center and also expanded the role of Seneca Crane for those reasons. I thought it was tonally important."[37] Ross also added several scenes between Crane and Coriolanus Snow, the elderly President of Panem, noting that "I thought that it was very interesting that there would be one generation [of Panem citizens] who knew that [the Games] were actually an instrument of political control, and there would be a successive generation who was so enamoured with the ratings and the showbiz and the sensations and the spectacle that was subsuming the actual political intention, and that's really where the tension is".[38]

The Gamemakers' control center, about which Katniss can only speculate in the novel, was also developed as a location, helping to remind the audience of the artificial nature of the arena. Ross commented, "so much of the film happens in the woods that it's easy to forget this is a futuristic society, manipulating these events for the sake of an audience. The look of the control center, the antiseptic feeling of it and the use of holograms were all intended to make the arena feel 'constructed' even when you weren't seeing the control room."[37] Ross and visual effects supervisor[image: External link] Sheena Duggal were keen to use the omniscient view that the setting provided to justify the literal dei ex machina[image: External link] Katniss experiences in the arena; Duggal explained that "we really didn't want to have to explain things... how do you get compelled by these [animals] that just appear at the end of the movie? We wanted to find a way to introduce them without having to explain specifically and exactly what they were and the game room was a really great opportunity for us to be able to do that."[39]
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 Casting




Lionsgate confirmed in March 2011 that about 30 actresses auditioned or read for the role of Katniss Everdeen, including Hailee Steinfeld[image: External link], Abigail Breslin, Emma Roberts[image: External link], Saoirse Ronan, Chloë Grace Moretz[image: External link], Jodelle Ferland[image: External link], Lyndsy Fonseca[image: External link], Emily Browning[image: External link], Shailene Woodley, and Kaya Scodelario[image: External link].[3][40] On March 16, 2011, it was announced that Jennifer Lawrence (who was at the time filming for X-Men: First Class) had landed the coveted role.[41] Ross described Lawrence as having "an incredible amount of self-assuredness, you got the sense that this girl knew exactly who she was. And then she came in and read for me and just knocked me out; I'd never seen an audition like that before in my life. It was one of those things where you just glimpse your whole movie in front of you."[39]

Though Lawrence was 20 when filming began, four years older than the character,[42] Collins said that the role demanded "a certain maturity and power" and said she would rather the actress be older than younger.[43] She added that Lawrence was the "only one who truly captured the character I wrote in the book" and that she had "every essential quality necessary to play Katniss".[44] Lawrence, a fan of the books, took three days to accept the role, initially intimidated by the size of the production.[3][45]

Contenders for the role of Peeta other than Hutcherson included Alexander Ludwig (who was later cast as Cato), Hunter Parrish[image: External link], Lucas Till[image: External link], and Evan Peters[image: External link].[46] Other actors considered for the role of Gale included David Henrie[image: External link], Drew Roy[image: External link], and Robbie Amell[image: External link].[46] In April 2011, John C. Reilly was in talks with Lionsgate to portray Haymitch Abernathy[image: External link].[47] The following month Lionsgate announced that the role had gone to Oscar nominee Woody Harrelson.[18] The casting of Grammy winner Lenny Kravitz[image: External link] as Cinna, Oscar nominee Stanley Tucci as Caesar Flickerman, and Toby Jones[image: External link] as Claudius Templesmith, soon followed. Multiple-Golden Globe Award winner Donald Sutherland was cast as President Coriolanus Snow in late May 2011.[48]
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 Filming




Gary Ross[image: External link] became director in November 2010.[49] Fireman's Fund Insurance Company[image: External link] insured the production, but as part of the underwriting process insisted on a thorough risk analysis of hazards as diverse as wayward arrows, poison ivy, bears, bugs, and a chase across fast-running water.[50]

Lawrence dyed her blond hair dark for the part of Katniss.[51] She also underwent extensive training to get in shape for the role, including archery[image: External link], rock and tree climbing, combat, running, parkour[image: External link], and yoga[image: External link],[52] and had an accident on the last day of her six-week training phase, in which she hit a wall while running at full speed, but was not seriously injured. Other stars who dyed their hair for the movie include Josh Hutcherson as Peeta and Liam Hemsworth as Gale.[3] Lionsgate hired Olympic bronze medal-winning archer Khatuna Lorig[image: External link] to teach Lawrence how to shoot.[50]

With an initial budget of $75 million,[53] principal photography began near Brevard[image: External link] in Transylvania County[image: External link] in Western North Carolina[image: External link] in May 2011[54] and concluded on September 15, 2011, with a final budget reported as between $90 and $100 million, reduced to $78 million after subsidies.[3] Steven Soderbergh[image: External link] served as a second unit director[image: External link],[55] and filmed much of the District 11 riot scene.[56] The movie was shot on film as opposed to digital due (in part) to the tightness of the schedule; as Ross said in an interview with The New York Times, "I didn't want to run the risk of the technical issues that often come with shooting digitally—we simply couldn't afford any delays."[57]

Virtually all production photography took place in North Carolina[image: External link], with Lionsgate receiving tax credits of around $8 million from the state government to do so. Forbes magazine estimated that the state economy gained up to $60 million from the production, with over 5,000 people employed as extras, crew and support staff.[58] Most outdoor scenes, both from the arena and from the outskirts of District 12, were filmed in DuPont State Forest; the Little River[image: External link], with its multiple waterfalls, provided several locations for shooting the river running through the arena.[59] To run across Triple Falls[image: External link], Lawrence was attached to wires and ran on a board.[60]

Many of the urban and interior locations, in the Capitol and elsewhere, were filmed in Shelby[image: External link] and Charlotte[image: External link]; other scenes also took place and was filmed in the Asheville[image: External link] area. Ross and production designer[image: External link] Phil Messina drew on the buildings of the 1939 New York World's Fair[image: External link] and symbols of political power including Tiananmen Square[image: External link] and Red Square[image: External link], when designing the Capitol architecture, which they wanted "to be set in the future but have a sense of its own past... it's festive and alluring and indulgent and decadent but it also has to have the kind of might and power behind it".[61][62] For Katniss' neighborhood in District 12, the production team found Henry River Mill Village[image: External link], an abandoned mill town which Ross said "just worked perfectly for the movie to evoke the scene"; Messina explained that "originally we talked about maybe building one house and the facade of the house next door and redressing it, and maybe doing some CG extensions... we ended up finding a whole abandoned mill town... it was absolutely perfect".[62]

For the costume design, Judianna Makovsky[image: External link] and her crew looked at a lot of photographs of coal mining districts from the 1950s in the search of a very American feel.[63] The idea was to create clothing unique for every character and to differentiate strongly the people in Capitol and in districts [64] Grey and blue prevailed in the color palette for the district, while the people in Capitol were chosen to look bright in theatrical hats, flowers, ruffles, with powdered and eyebrowless faces.[63]
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 Soundtrack




Main article: The Hunger Games: Songs from District 12 and Beyond[image: External link]


The soundtrack album for The Hunger Games contains songs inspired by the film; only three of them ("Abraham's Daughter", "Safe & Sound", and "Kingdom Come", respectively) appear in the film itself, during the closing credits.[65] The first single from the film's companion album, "Safe & Sound[image: External link]" by Taylor Swift[image: External link] featuring The Civil Wars[image: External link], was released on December 23, 2011.[66] It reached number one on the iTunes[image: External link] overall charts in 12 hours.[citation needed[image: External link]] The music video for "Safe & Sound[image: External link]" was released on February 13, 2012. Along with separate songs from Swift and The Civil Wars, the soundtrack also features songs by The Decemberists[image: External link], Arcade Fire[image: External link], The Secret Sisters[image: External link], Miranda Lambert[image: External link] featuring The Pistol Annies[image: External link],[67] Neko Case[image: External link], Kid Cudi[image: External link][67] Academy Award[image: External link] winner Glen Hansard[image: External link],[67] The Low Anthem[image: External link],[67] Punch Brothers[image: External link],[67] Birdy[image: External link],[67] Maroon 5[image: External link], Jayme Dee,[67] and Carolina Chocolate Drops[image: External link].[67] The soundtrack was released on March 20, 2012.[68] The soundtrack track list was revealed on iTunes on February 13, 2012, and on the 14th "One Engine[image: External link]" was released as the second single. Jennifer Lawrence singing "Rue's Lullaby" was not included on the soundtrack. The album debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard Top 200 chart, having sold 175,000 copies in its first week. It is one of just 16 soundtracks to grace the top slot in the history of the Top 200 and the first since Michael Jackson's This Is It to debut at #1.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Lionsgate originally announced that Danny Elfman[image: External link] and T-Bone Burnett[image: External link] would score The Hunger Games, with Burnett also acting as the film's executive music producer to produce songs for the soundtrack.[71] Due to scheduling conflicts, Elfman was replaced by James Newton Howard[image: External link].[72] The score album was released on March 26, 2012.[73]

Arcade Fire also contributed to the movie's original score. The group composed the grand, fascistic-inspired, ominous Panem national anthem, entitled "Horn of Plenty", an important and signature leitmotif appearing throughout the film.[74][75] "We were interested in making music that would be more integral in the movie, just as a mental exercise," Butler, who co-wrote the song with Chassagne, explained. "And there's an anthem that runs throughout the books, the national anthem of the fascist Capitol. So as a thought experiment, we tried to write what that might sound like. It's like the Capitol's idea of itself, basically."[74][75] He further added that "it's not a pop song or anything. More of an anthem that could be playing at a big sporting event like the [Hunger] Games. So we did a structure for that, and then James Newton Howard made a movie-score version of it that happens in several places in the film."[74][75] Arcade Fire's Panem national anthem has received strong reviews. According to Spin[image: External link], "'Horn of Plenty' pulls off the neat feat of sounding both exactly like Arcade Fire and exactly like a futuristic anthem. It still has one foot in the band's uncorrupted neighborhoods, but another is up on the podium at the end of Star Wars accepting an Olympic gold medal or something. Horns blare, a choir booms, strings swell, the martial percussion steals the show, and we just realized how much we love Big Brother."[76]

The film also features a rather obscure analog track from the 1970s composed by Laurie Spiegel[image: External link] for its "cornucopia scene", as well as music by Steve Reich[image: External link], Ólafur Arnalds[image: External link], and the Hypnotic Brass Ensemble[image: External link].[77] These do not appear on the soundtrack or score releases.



	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"The Hunger Games"
	1:10



	2.
	"Katniss Afoot"
	1:49



	3.
	"Reaping Day"
	1:35



	4.
	"The Train"
	1:27



	5.
	"Entering the Capitol"
	2:28



	6.
	"Preparing the Chariots"
	1:05



	7.
	"Horn of Plenty"
	1:59



	8.
	"Penthouse/Training"
	3:36



	9.
	"Learning the Skills"
	1:41



	10.
	"The Countdown"
	1:58



	11.
	"Booby Trap"
	2:37



	12.
	"Healing Katniss"
	3:04



	13.
	"Rue's Farewell"
	5:00



	14.
	"We Could Go Home"
	1:15



	15.
	"Searching for Peeta"
	1:27



	16.
	"The Cave"
	3:13



	17.
	"Muttations"
	4:45



	18.
	"Tenuous Winners/Returning Home"
	3:25



	Total length:
	42:16
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 Critical reception




The Hunger Games received mostly positive reviews from critics. Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the film an 84% approval rating, based on 275 reviews, and a rating average[image: External link] of 7.2 out of 10. The site's consensus states "thrilling and superbly acted, The Hunger Games captures the dramatic violence, raw emotion, and ambitious scope of its source novel".[78] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film has a 68 out of 100 score, indicating "generally favorable reviews", based on reviews from 49 critics.[79] Many critics praised Jennifer Lawrence for her portrayal as Katniss Everdeen, as well as most of the main cast. According to The Hollywood Reporter, Lawrence embodies Katniss, "just as one might imagine her from the novel".[80] Empire magazine said "Lawrence is perfect as Katniss, there's very little softness about her, more a melancholy determination that good must be done even if that requires bad things."[80] Several critics have reviewed the film favorably and compared it with other young adult fiction[image: External link] adaptations such as Harry Potter[image: External link] and Twilight[image: External link]. Justin Craig of Fox News[image: External link] rated the film as "[e]xcellent" and stated: "Move over Harry Potter. A darker, more mature franchise has come to claim your throne."[81] Rafer Guzman of Newsday[image: External link] referred to The Hunger Games as being "darker than 'Harry Potter,' more sophisticated than 'Twilight'."[82] David Sexton of The Evening Standard[image: External link] stated that The Hunger Games "is well cast and pretty well acted, certainly when compared with Harry Potter's juvenile leads".[83]

Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times gave the film three stars out of four, praising the movie as "effective entertainment" and Lawrence's performance. Despite being a largely positive review, he criticized the film for being too long and noted that the film misses opportunities for social criticism.[84] Simon Reynolds of Digital Spy gave the film four stars out of five, calling it "enthralling from beginning to end, science fiction that has depth and intelligence to match its pulse-racing entertainment value". Reynolds also spoke highly of Lawrence's performance and director Gary Ross, whose "rough and ready handheld camerawork" meant that viewers were "with Katniss for every blood-flecked moment of her ordeal in the combat arena".[85] However, film critic David Thomson of the magazine The New Republic[image: External link] called it a "terrible movie", criticizing it for a lack of character development and unclear presentation of the violence, describing the latter as "un-American".[86]

Eric Goldman of IGN awarded the film four out of five stars, stating that director Gary Ross "gets the tone of The Hunger Games right. This is a grounded, thoughtful and sometimes quite emotional film, with its dark scenario given due weight. Ross doesn't give the film a glossy, romanticized 'Hollywood' feel, but rather plays everything very realistically and stark, as Katniss must endure these outrageous and horrible scenarios."[87] The film received some criticism for its shaky camera[image: External link] style, but it was said to "add to the film in certain ways".[87] The violence drew commentary as well. Time critic Mary Pols considered that the film was too violent for young children, even though the violence had been toned down compared with the novel,[88] while critic Théoden Janes of the Charlotte Observer found that "[...] the violence is so bland it dilutes the message".[89] Also writing in Time, psychologist Christopher J. Ferguson argued that parents' fears of the effect of the film's violent content on their children were unnecessary, and that children are capable of viewing violent content without being psychologically harmed.[90]
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 Box office




The Hunger Games earned $408 million in the US & Canada, and $286.4 million in other countries, for a worldwide total of $694.4 million.[4] It made the largest worldwide opening weekend for a film not released during the summer or the holiday period, earning $211.8 million, which was just ahead of Alice in Wonderland[image: External link]'s previous record ($210.1 million).[91]

In North America, The Hunger Games is the 22nd-highest-grossing film, the highest-grossing film released outside the summer or holiday period,[92] and the highest-grossing film distributed by Lionsgate.[93] Box Office Mojo estimates that the film sold more than 50 million tickets in the US.[94] The film set a midnight-gross record for a non-sequel ($19.7 million), which is also the tenth-highest midnight gross overall.[95] On its opening day, it topped the box office at $67.3 million (including midnight showings), setting opening-day and single-day records for a non-sequel. The film also achieved the sixteenth-highest opening-day and nineteenth-highest single-day grosses of all time.[96][97][98] For its opening weekend, the movie retained the No. 1 spot and grossed $152.5 million, breaking Alice in Wonderland's opening-weekend records for a film released in March, for any spring release, and for a non-sequel.[93][99][100][101] Its opening weekend gross was also the largest for any film released outside the summer season and the eighth-largest overall.[102] The film held the March and spring opening weekend records for four years until they were broken by Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link].[103] It remained in first place at the North American box office for four consecutive weekends, becoming the first film since Avatar[image: External link] to achieve this.[11][104][105] On June 10, 2012 (its 80th day in theaters), it became the 14th movie to pass the $400-million-mark.[106] On April 20, 2012, Lionsgate and IMAX Corporation[image: External link] announced that due to "overwhelming demand", The Hunger Games would return to North American IMAX cinemas on April 27 for a further one-week engagement.[107]

Outside North America, the film was released in most countries during March and April 2012,[108] with the exception of China, where it was released in June 2012.[109] On its first weekend ( March 23–25, 2012), the film topped the box office outside North America with $59.25 million from 67 markets, finishing at first place in most of them.[110] The largest opening weekends were recorded in China ($9.6 million),[109] Australia ($9.48 million), and the UK, Ireland and Malta ($7.78 million).[108][111] In total earnings, its highest-grossing markets after North America are the UK ($37.3 million), Australia ($31.1 million) and China ($27.0 million).[108]

With regard to ticket sales, The Hunger Games broke the record for first-day advance ticket sales on Fandango[image: External link] on February 22, 2012, topping the previous record of The Twilight Saga: Eclipse. The sales were reported to be 83 percent of the site's totals for the day.[112] According to first tracking, unaided awareness for The Hunger Games was 11%, definite interest was 54%, first choice was 23% and total awareness was 74%.[113] In the week leading up to its release, the film sold-out over 4,300 showings via Fandango and MovieTickets.com[114] On Fandango alone it ranks as the third-highest advance ticket seller ever behind The Twilight Saga: New Moon and Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link].[115] Finally, according to Fandango it broke the site's single-day sales record (March 23), the mobile sales record for a weekend ( March 23–25, 2012) and the site's highest share of a film's opening weekend (Fandango sold 22% of the film's opening weekend tickets).[116]
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Interpretations of the film's themes and messages have been widely discussed among critics and general commentators. In his review for The Washington Times[image: External link], Peter Suderman expressed that "[m]aybe it's a liberal story about inequality and the class divide. Maybe it's a libertarian epic about the evils of authoritarian government. Maybe it's a feminist revision on the sci-fi action blockbuster. Maybe it's a bloody satire of reality television", but concludes the film only proposes these theories and brings none of them to a reasonable conclusion.[117]

Reviewers and critics have differing views on whether the film represents feminist issues. Historically, among the "top 200 worldwide box-office hits ever ($350 million and up), not one has been built around a female action star".[118] Manohla Dargis sees Katniss Everdeen as a female hero following in the lineage of "archetypal figures in the literature of the American West" such as Natty Bumppo[image: External link], as well as characters portrayed by American actors such as John Wayne[image: External link] and Clint Eastwood[image: External link].[119] Katniss is also seen as defying normative gender roles: she exhibits both "masculine" and "feminine" traits equally.[119] Dargis also notes that Katniss is a female character with significant agency: "Katniss is a fantasy figure, but partly what makes her powerful—and, I suspect, what makes her so important to a lot of girls and women—is that she's one of the truest feeling, most complex female characters to hit American movies in a while. She isn't passive, she isn't weak, and she isn't some random girl. She's active, she's strong and she's the girl who motivates the story."[119] Similarly, Shelley Bridgeman of The New Zealand Herald[image: External link] wrote that because the characteristics of "athleticism, strength, courageousness and prowess at hunting" are not given to a male protagonist, but to Katniss, her character is an abrupt departure from the stereotypical depiction of women as being innately passive or helpless.[120] Mahvesh Murad of The Express Tribune[image: External link] said that the film's triumph is "a young female protagonist with agency", comparing her with Joss Whedon[image: External link]'s Buffy Summers[image: External link].[121]

The film has drawn varying interpretations for its political overtones, including arguments in favor of left-wing[image: External link], right-wing[image: External link], and libertarian[image: External link] viewpoints. Bob Burnett of The Huffington Post observed the film displays a general distrust of government, regardless of the audience's political party affiliation.[122] Steven Zeitchik and Emily Rome, in the Dallas Morning News[image: External link], also stated that some viewers formed an opinion about The Hunger Games as a parable[image: External link] of the Occupy Wall Street[image: External link] activity.[123] The Huffington Post reported that Penn Badgley[image: External link], a supporter of Occupy Wall Street, saw the film as a social commentary on the movement.[124] Burnett also states that "Collins doesn't use the terms 1 percent and 99 percent, but it's clear that those in the Capitol are members of the 1 percent and everyone in the Panem districts is part of the 99 percent".[122]

Steven Zeitchik and Emily Rome, in the Los Angeles Times and the Dallas Morning News reported that, among other disparate interpretations, some viewers saw The Hunger Games as a Christian allegory[image: External link].[125][126] Jeffrey Weiss of Real Clear Religion, published in the Star Tribune[image: External link] has remarked on what he saw as the intentional absence of religion in The Hunger Games universe, and has commented that while the stories contain no actual religion, people are "find[ing] aspects that represent their own religious values" within it.[127]

Donald Brake from The Washington Times, as well as pastors Andy Langford and Ann G. L. Duncan, wrote that the film has Christian themes, such as that of self-sacrifice, which is found in Katniss' substitution for her younger sister, analogous to the sacrifice of Jesus as a substitute[image: External link] for the atonement of sins[image: External link].[128] Brake, as well as another reviewer, Amy Simpson, both find that the film also revolves around the theme of hope[image: External link], which is exemplified in the "incorruptible goodness of Katniss' sister, Primrose".[129] She also describes that Peeta Mellark is "a Christ figure" in the film.[130] Similar to the events in the passion[image: External link], death[image: External link], and resurrection of Jesus[image: External link], in the Games, Peeta is stabbed and left for dead after saving Katniss' life—taking the wound that was initially meant for her—and is then buried in the ground and placed in a cave for three days before emerging with a new lease on life.[131] Moreover, the Christian image of the Bread of Life[image: External link] is used throughout The Hunger Games; in the film, Peeta shows up "bearing a warm loaf of bread", and Katniss slowly comes "back to life".[132] A news video starring Jonathan Morris[image: External link] aired on Fox News discussed the religious themes in the film further.[133] One reviewer, Fr. Robert Barron[image: External link], interpreted the film as "disturbingly prophetic" that "the instinct for human sacrifice is never far from the surface...as we in the West enter increasingly into a secular, post-Christian cultural space."[134][135] In addition, many pastors have written Bible studies[image: External link] discussing the Christian allegories in the film.[136][137]
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 Precedents in film and literature




Charles McGrath, writing for The New York Times, said that the film will remind viewers of the television series Survivor[image: External link], a little of The Bachelorette[image: External link], and of the short story "The Lottery[image: External link]" by Shirley Jackson[image: External link] published in 1948 by The New Yorker.[138] David Sexton of The Evening Standard compared The Hunger Games unfavourably to Kinji Fukasaku[image: External link]'s Japanese film[image: External link] Battle Royale[image: External link], as did several other critics;[83][139][140][141] the novel had earlier faced criticism for its similarities to the novel Battle Royale[image: External link] by Koushun Takami[image: External link].[142] Jonathan Looms of The Oxford Student[image: External link] argues that it is "unfair that the film is only drawing comparisons with Battle Royale" but that it "is a veritable pastiche of other movies" as well, comparing it to The Truman Show[image: External link], Death Race[image: External link], the Bourne[image: External link] films, and Zoolander[image: External link], and that it is common for artists to borrow from and "improve on many sources. Quentin Tarantino[image: External link] has built his career on this principle."[143] It reminded an author at Salon[image: External link] of the 1932 film The Most Dangerous Game[image: External link].[144] The Hunger Games has also been conceptually compared to Robert Sheckley[image: External link]'s 1953 short story "Seventh Victim[image: External link]" and its 1965 film adaptation by Elio Petri[image: External link], The 10th Victim[image: External link], as the story and film feature a government-endorsed, televised (in the film's case) "Big Hunt", featuring contestants from around the world acting as "hunters" and "victims".[145]

Wheeler Winston Dixon[image: External link], a film professor at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln[image: External link], listed several precedents: Battle Royale, Jackson's "The Lottery", William Golding[image: External link]'s Lord of the Flies[image: External link], Metropolis[image: External link], Blade Runner[image: External link], Death Race 2000[image: External link], and George Orwell[image: External link]'s Nineteen Eighty-Four[image: External link].[146] Manohla Dargis in The New York Times compares it to Battle Royale, Ender's Game[image: External link], and Twilight, but contrasts The Hunger Games in terms of how its "exciting" female protagonist Katniss "rescues herself with resourcefulness, guts and true aim".[147] Steve Rose of The Guardian refers to the film as "think Battle Royale meets The Running Man[image: External link] meets Survivor[image: External link]".[148] Writing in The Atlantic, Govindini Murty[image: External link] made a list of touchstones the film alludes to, from the ancient Greek[image: External link], Roman[image: External link] and Egyptian civilizations[image: External link] to modern references such as the Great Depression[image: External link], the Vietnam[image: External link] and Iraq Wars[image: External link], and reality television.[149] For her part, author Collins cites the myth of Theseus[image: External link], reality television and coverage of the Iraq War[image: External link] as her inspiration.[150][151][152]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Controversies




During the film's opening weekend, controversial statements about various members of the cast arose, sparking open dialogue about issues of racism, sexism and unrealistic body image[image: External link]. Comparisons were also made between The Hunger Games premise of children killing each other, and the child soldiers of the Lord's Resistance Army[image: External link] led by Joseph Kony[image: External link].[153][154][155] In a Jezebel[image: External link] article published March 26, 2012, Dodai Stewart reported that several users on Twitter posted racist tweets, criticizing the portrayals of Rue, Thresh and Cinna by African American actors.[156][157] In a 2011 interview with Entertainment Weekly, Collins stated that while she did not have any ethnic background in mind for lead characters Katniss and Gale because the book is written in "a time period where hundreds of years have passed" and there would be "a lot of ethnic mixing", she explains "there are some characters in the book who are more specifically described", and states that both Rue and Thresh are African American.[158] Lyneka Little of The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] states that although it is easy to find bigoted or offensive postings online, "the racist 'Hunger Games' tweets, because they are so shockingly ignorant even by the standards of the fringes of the internet, have kicked up a storm".[159]

Fahima Haque of The Washington Post, Bim Adewunmi of The Guardian, and Christopher Rosen of The Huffington Post all reiterate the fact that Rue and Thresh are described in The Hunger Games as having dark brown skin, as well as Collins's assertion that they were intended to be depicted as African Americans.[156][160][161] Adewunmi remarked that "it comes to this: if the casting of Rue, Thresh and Cinna has left you bewildered and upset, consider two things. One: you may be a racist—congrats! Two: you definitely lack basic reading comprehension. Mazel tov!"[161] Erik Kain of Forbes saw the controversy as a way to appreciate the value of free speech. He states that while society may never be free of racism, "racist comments made on Facebook and Twitter quickly become public record. Aggregations of these comments, like the Jezebel piece, expose people for what they are. Sure, many hide under the cloak of anonymity, but many others cannot or choose not to. And as the internet becomes more civilized and its denizens more accountable, this sort of thing carries more and more weight."[157] Amandla Stenberg responded to the controversy with the following statement: "As a fan of the books, I feel fortunate to be part of The Hunger Games family... It was an amazing experience; I am proud of the film and my performance. I want to thank all of my fans and the entire Hunger Games community for their support and loyalty."[162] Dayo Okeniyi was quoted saying "I think this is a lesson for people to think before they tweet" and "It's sad... We could now see where society is today. But I try not to think about stuff like that."[163]

A number of critics expressed disappointment in Lawrence's casting as Katniss because her weight was not representative of a character who has suffered a life of starvation. Manohla Dargis, in her review of the film for The New York Times stated "[a] few years ago Ms. Lawrence might have looked hungry enough to play Katniss, but now, at 21, her seductive, womanly figure makes a bad fit for a dystopian fantasy about a people starved into submission".[164] Todd McCarthy of The Hollywood Reporter said that in certain scenes, Lawrence displays "lingering baby fat".[165] These remarks have been rebuked by a number of journalists for pushing unrealistic body image expectations for women.[166]

L.V. Anderson of Slate[image: External link] states that "[j]ust as living in a world with abundant calories does not automatically make everyone fat, living in a dystopian world like Panem with sporadic food access would not automatically make everyone skinny. Some bodies, I daresay, would be even bigger than Lawrence's."[167] Since none of Lawrence's male co-stars have come under the same scrutiny, Anderson concludes complaints about Lawrence's weight are inherently sexist.[167] MTV[image: External link] asked for responses from audiences on the controversy and reported that most found criticism of Lawrence's weight "misguided".[168] One response pointed to Collins's physical description of Katniss in The Hunger Games novel which reads: "I stand straight, and while I'm thin, I'm strong. The meat and plants from the woods combined with the exertion it took to get them have given me a healthier body than most of those I see around me."[169] Los Angeles Times writer Alexandra Le Tellier commented that "[t]he sexist commentary along with the racist barbs made by so-called fans are as stomach-churning as the film's cultural commentary, which, in part, shines a light on the court of public opinion and its sometimes destructive power to determine someone else's fate".[170]

The film has been rated 12A by the British Board of Film Classification[image: External link] (BBFC) in the UK for "intense threat, moderate violence and occasional gory moments".[2] To achieve that rating, Lionsgate had to cut or substitute seven seconds of film by "digitally removing blood splashes and the sight of blood on wounds and weapons."[171] The uncut version was ultimately released on Blu-ray in the UK with a 15 certificate.[172] In the United States, the film was granted a PG-13[image: External link] rating from the Motion Picture Association of America[image: External link] (MPAA)[173] for "intense violent thematic material and disturbing images—all involving teens"; as Collins had originally anticipated.[174]

Screening of The Hunger Games was delayed indefinitely in Vietnam.[175] The film was to be released on March 30, 2012, but, according to a member of the Vietnamese National Film Board, the Board considers the film to be too violent and unanimously voted for the indefinite delay. It was later banned.[176]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by The Hunger Games film series[image: External link]
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 Home media




The film was released in North America and the Netherlands on DVD and Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] August 18, 2012,[177] and in the rest of Europe on September 3, 2012. Extras include 'The World is Watching: The Making of The Hunger Games', numerous featurettes, the propaganda video in its entire form, a talk with the director Gary Ross and also Elvis Mitchell and a marketing archive.[178]

In its first weekend on sale, Lionsgate reported that 3.8 million DVD/Blu-ray Disc copies of the movie were sold, with more than one-third in the Blu-ray Disc format.[179] Three weeks after the release of the movie to home media formats in the US, over 5 million DVD units and 3.7 million Blu-ray Disc units have been sold.[180][181] With 10,336,637 sold, it became the top-selling video of 2012.[182]
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 Sequels




Main articles: The Hunger Games: Catching Fire, The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1, and The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2


On August 8, 2011, while still shooting the film, Lionsgate announced that a film adaptation of the second novel in The Hunger Games trilogy, The Hunger Games: Catching Fire, was scheduled to be released on November 22, 2013.[183] In November 2011, Lionsgate entered negotiations with screenwriter Simon Beaufoy[image: External link] to adapt the novel for screen, since the post-production schedule for The Hunger Games was too crowded for Ross and Collins to adapt the next film as originally planned.[184] The Hunger Games: Catching Fire began production in the summer of 2012.[185] Gary Ross did not return for Catching Fire, and instead Francis Lawrence[image: External link] directed the film.[186][187][188][189] On May 6, 2012, it was reported that Michael Arndt[image: External link] was in talks to re-write the script for Catching Fire.[190] Arndt officially signed on as the new script writer on May 24, 2012.[191] The Hunger Games: Catching Fire began filming September 10, 2012, and concluded December 21, 2012;[192] it premiered in London on November 11, 2013,[193] before premiering on November 22, 2013 in the US as was originally scheduled.

In July 2012, release dates were confirmed for two films based on the last book Mockingjay[image: External link]. The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1 was released November 21, 2014, and The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2 was released November 20, 2015.[194] Lawrence, Hutcherson, Hemsworth, and Harrelson were all signed on to the whole franchise.[3][195]
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Suzanne Collins






This article is about the author. For the actress, see Suzanne Collins (actress)[image: External link]. For other uses, see Suzanne Collins (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Suzanne Collins (born August 10, 1962) is an American television writer and author, best known as the author of The New York Times best selling series The Underland Chronicles[image: External link] and The Hunger Games trilogy[image: External link] (which consists of The Hunger Games[image: External link], Catching Fire[image: External link], and Mockingjay[image: External link]).
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 Early life




Suzanne Collins was born on August 10, 1962, in Hartford, Connecticut, to Jane Brady Collins (born 1932) and Lt.Col. Michael John Collins (1931–2003),[2] a U.S. Air Force[image: External link] officer who served in the Korean War[image: External link] and the Vietnam War[image: External link], and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross[image: External link] and Bronze Star[image: External link]. She is the youngest of four children, who include Kathryn (born 1957), Andrew (born 1958), and Joan (born 1960). As the daughter of a military officer[image: External link], she and her family were constantly moving. She spent her childhood in the eastern United States.[3] Collins graduated from the Alabama School of Fine Arts[image: External link] in Birmingham[image: External link] in 1980 as a Theater Arts major.[4] She completed her bachelor of arts degree from Indiana University[image: External link] in 1985 with a double major in theater and telecommunications.[5][6][7] In 1989, Collins earned her M.F.A.[image: External link] in dramatic writing from the New York University[image: External link] Tisch School of the Arts[image: External link].[7]
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 Career




Collins' career began in 1991 as a writer for children's television[image: External link] shows.[8] She worked on several television shows for Nickelodeon[image: External link], including Clarissa Explains It All[image: External link], The Mystery Files of Shelby Woo[image: External link], Little Bear[image: External link], and Oswald[image: External link].[8] She did not write the children's book Little Bear, which is sometimes mistaken as her own book. She was also the head writer for Scholastic Entertainment's Clifford's Puppy Days[image: External link].[8] She received a Writers Guild of America[image: External link] nomination in animation for co-writing the critically acclaimed Christmas special, Santa, Baby![9]

After meeting children's author James Proimos while working on the Kids' WB[image: External link] show Generation O![image: External link], Collins was inspired to write children's books[image: External link] herself.[8] Her inspiration for Gregor the Overlander[image: External link], the first book of The New York Times best-selling series The Underland Chronicles[image: External link], came from Alice in Wonderland[image: External link], when she was thinking about how one was more likely to fall down a manhole than a rabbit hole, and would find something other than a tea party.[8][9] Between 2003 and 2007 she wrote the five books of the Underland Chronicles[image: External link]: Gregor the Overlander[image: External link], Gregor and the Prophecy of Bane[image: External link], Gregor and the Curse of the Warmbloods[image: External link], Gregor and the Marks of Secret[image: External link], and Gregor and the Code of Claw[image: External link]. During that time, Collins also wrote a rhyming picture book, When Charlie McButton Lost Power (2005), illustrated by Mike Lester.[8]

In September 2008, Scholastic Press[image: External link] released The Hunger Games[image: External link], the first book of a trilogy by Collins.[10] The Hunger Games was partly inspired by the Greek myth of Theseus and the Minotaur[image: External link]. Another inspiration was her father's career in the Air Force[image: External link], which gave her insight to poverty, starvation, and the effects of war.[3] The trilogy's second book, Catching Fire[image: External link], was released in September 2009, and its third book, Mockingjay[image: External link], was released on August 24, 2010.[11] Within 14 months, 1.5 million copies of the first two Hunger Games books were printed in North America[image: External link] alone.[12] The Hunger Games was on The New York Times Best Seller list for more than 60 weeks in a row.[12] Lions Gate Entertainment[image: External link] acquired worldwide distribution rights to a film adaptation of The Hunger Games, produced by Nina Jacobson[image: External link]'s Color Force production company.[13][14] Collins adapted the novel for film herself.[14] Directed by Gary Ross[image: External link], filming began in late spring 2011, with Jennifer Lawrence portraying main character Katniss Everdeen.[15] Josh Hutcherson played Peeta Mellark[image: External link] and Liam Hemsworth played Gale Hawthorne[image: External link].[16] The subsequent two novels were adapted into films as well, with the latter book split into two cinematic installments, for a total of four films representing the three books.

As a result of the popularity of The Hunger Games books, Collins was named one of Time magazine's most influential people of 2010.[17] In March 2012, Amazon announced that Collins had become the best-selling Kindle author of all time.[18] Amazon also revealed that Collins had written 29 of the 100 most highlighted passages in Kindle ebooks—and on a separate Amazon list of recently highlighted passages, Collins had written 17 of the top 20.[19]
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 Personal life




Collins was previously married to her husband, Charles. They divorced in 2015. During their marriage, they had two children, Charlie and Isabel.[8][20][21] She and her family are practicing Christians.[22]
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The Hunger Games






This article is about the book series. For other uses, see The Hunger Games (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Hunger Games is a trilogy[image: External link] of young adult[image: External link] dystopian[image: External link] novels written by American novelist Suzanne Collins. The series is set in The Hunger Games universe[image: External link], and follows young characters Katniss Everdeen and Peeta Mellark[image: External link].

The novels in the trilogy are titled The Hunger Games[image: External link] (2008), Catching Fire[image: External link] (2009), and Mockingjay[image: External link] (2010). The novels have all been developed into films, with the film adaptation of Mockingjay split into two parts. The first two books in the series were both New York Times best sellers[image: External link], and Mockingjay topped all US bestseller lists upon its release.[1][2] By the time the film adaptation of The Hunger Games was released in 2012, the publisher had reported over 26 million Hunger Games trilogy books in print, including movie tie-in books.[3]

The Hunger Games universe is a dystopia[image: External link] set in Panem[image: External link], a country consisting of the wealthy Capitol and 12 districts in varying states of poverty. Every year, children from the districts are selected to participate in a compulsory annual televised death match called The Hunger Games[image: External link].

The novels were all well received. In August 2012, the series ranked second, beaten only by the Harry Potter[image: External link] series in NPR[image: External link]'s poll of the top 100 teen novels, which asked voters to choose their favorite young adult books.[4] On August 17, 2012, Amazon[image: External link] announced The Hunger Games trilogy as its top seller, surpassing the record previously held by the Harry Potter series.[5] As of 2014, the trilogy has sold more than 65 million copies in the U.S. alone (more than 28 million copies of The Hunger Games, more than 19 million copies of Catching Fire, and more than 18 million copies of Mockingjay). The Hunger Games trilogy has been sold into 56 territories in 51 languages to date.[6]
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Main article: Fictional universe of The Hunger Games[image: External link]


The Hunger Games trilogy takes place in an unspecified future time, in the dystopian, post-apocalyptic[image: External link] nation of Panem, located in North America[image: External link].[7] The country consists of a wealthy Capitol city, located in the Rocky Mountains[image: External link],[8] surrounded by twelve (originally thirteen) poorer districts ruled by the Capitol. The Capitol is lavishly rich and technologically advanced, but the districts are in varying states of poverty. The trilogy's narrator and protagonist Katniss Everdeen, lives in District 12, the poorest region of Panem, located in Appalachia[image: External link],[8] where people regularly die of starvation. As punishment for a past rebellion against the Capitol (called the "Dark Days"), in which District 13 was supposedly destroyed, one boy and one girl from each of the twelve remaining districts, between the ages of 12 and 18, are selected by lottery to compete in an annual pageant called the Hunger Games. The Games are a televised event in which the participants, called "tributes", are forced to fight to the death in a dangerous public arena. The winning tribute and his/her home district are then rewarded with food, supplies, and riches. The purposes of the Hunger Games are to provide entertainment for the Capitol and to remind the districts of the Capitol's power and lack of remorse[image: External link], forgetfulness[image: External link], and forgiveness[image: External link] for the failed rebellion of the current competitors' ancestors.
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Main article: The Hunger Games (novel)[image: External link]


The Hunger Games is the first book in the series and was released on September 14, 2008.

The Hunger Games follows 16-year-old Katniss Everdeen, a girl from District 12 who volunteers for the 74th Hunger Games in place of her younger sister Primrose Everdeen[image: External link]. Also selected from District 12 is Peeta Mellark[image: External link]. They are mentored by their district's only living victor, Haymitch Abernathy[image: External link], who won 24 years earlier and has since led a solitary life of alcoholism[image: External link].

Peeta confesses his longtime secret love for Katniss in a televised interview prior to the Games. This revelation stuns Katniss, who harbors feelings for Gale Hawthorne[image: External link], her friend and hunting partner. Haymitch advises her to feign feelings for Peeta in order to gain wealthy sponsors who can provide crucial supplies to the "star-crossed lovers[image: External link]" during the Games.

In the arena, Katniss allies with Rue[image: External link], a young tribute from District 11 who reminds Katniss of her kid sister. When Rue is killed, Katniss places flowers around her body as an act of defiance toward the Capitol. Then the remaining tributes are alerted to a rule change that allows tributes from the same district to win as a team. Katniss finds a seriously wounded Peeta and nurses him back to health. When all of the other tributes are dead, the rule change is abruptly revoked. With neither willing to kill the other, Katniss comes up with a solution: a double suicide by eating poisonous berries. This forces the authorities to concede just in time to save their lives. During and after the Games, Katniss develops genuine feelings for Peeta and struggles to reconcile them with what she feels for Gale.

Haymitch warns her that the danger is far from over. The authorities are furious at being made fools of, and the only way to try to allay their anger is to pretend that her actions were because of her love for Peeta. On the journey home, Peeta is dismayed to learn of the deception.
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Main article: Catching Fire[image: External link]


Catching Fire is the second installment in the series, released on September 1, 2009.

In Catching Fire, which begins six months after the conclusion of The Hunger Games, Katniss learns that her defiance in the previous novel has started a chain reaction that has inspired rebellion in the districts. President Snow threatens to harm Katniss' family and friends if she does not help to defuse the unrest in the districts and marry Peeta. Meanwhile, Peeta has become aware of Katniss' disingenuous love for him, but he has also been informed of Snow's threats, so he promises to help keep up the act to spare the citizens of District 12. Katniss and Peeta tour the districts as victors and plan a public wedding. While they follow Snow's orders and keep up the ruse, Katniss inadvertently fuels the rebellion, and the mockingjay[image: External link] pin she wears becomes its symbol. District by district, the citizens of Panem begin to stage uprisings against the Capitol. Snow announces a special 75th edition of the Hunger Games—known as the Quarter Quell[image: External link]—in which Katniss and Peeta are forced to compete with other past victors, effectively canceling the wedding. At Haymitch's urging, the pair teams up with several other tributes, and manages to destroy the arena and escape The Games. Katniss is rescued by the rebel forces from District 13, and Gale informs her that the Capitol has destroyed District 12, and captured both Peeta and their District 7 ally, Johanna Mason[image: External link]. Katniss ultimately learns—to her surprise—that she had inadvertently been an integral part of the rebellion all along; her rescue had been jointly planned by Haymitch, Plutarch Heavensbee[image: External link], and Finnick Odair[image: External link], among others. After some hesitation Katniss joins the rebels.
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Main article: Mockingjay[image: External link]


Mockingjay, the third and final book in The Hunger Games series, was released on August 24, 2010.

Most of the districts have rebelled against the Capitol, led by District 13 and its President Alma Coin[image: External link]. The Capitol lied about the district being destroyed in the Dark Days. After a Mexican standoff[image: External link] with the Capitol, the District 13 residents took to living underground and rebuilding their strength. The District 12 survivors find shelter with them. Katniss, after seeing first-hand the destruction wrought on her district, agrees to become the "Mockingjay", the symbol of the rebellion. She sets conditions, however. Peeta, Johanna Mason, Annie Cresta[image: External link], and Enobaria[image: External link], fellow Games victors captured by the Capitol, are to be granted immunity. Katniss also demands the privilege of killing Snow, but Coin only agrees to flip for the honor.

For her sake, a rescue mission is mounted that succeeds in rescuing Peeta, Johanna and Annie. However, Peeta has been brainwashed[image: External link] to kill Katniss, and he tries to choke her to death upon their reunion. He undergoes experimental treatment to try to cure him.

After she recovers, Katniss and a team known as the Star Squad, composed of Gale, Peeta, Finnick, a camera crew[image: External link], and various other soldiers, are assigned to film propaganda in relatively quiet combat zones. Katniss, however, decides to go to the Capitol to kill Snow, pretending that Coin gave her that mission. Most of the squad are killed along the way, including recently married Finnick. As Katniss approaches Snow's mansion, she sees a group of Capitol children surrounding it as human shields[image: External link]. Suddenly a hovercraft drops silver parachutes on the children, who reach for them, hoping they bear food. Some of the parachutes explode, creating carnage. The advancing rebels send in medics[image: External link], including Prim. Then the rest of the parachutes blow up, killing Prim, just as she spots her sister.

Later, Katniss, also injured, awakens from a coma[image: External link] to learn that the rebels have won, and Snow is awaiting execution at her hands. When she meets Snow by chance, he claims that it was Coin who secretly ordered the bombings in order to strip away the support of his remaining followers. Coin then asks the surviving victors to vote on a final Hunger Games, involving the children of high-ranking Capitol officials (including Snow's granddaughter). Katniss and Haymitch cast the deciding votes in favor of the scheme. However, at what is supposed to be Snow's execution, Katniss instead kills Coin with her bow. Snow laughs, then dies.

Katniss is tried, but the jury believes she was mentally unfit, and she is sent home to District 12. Both Katniss' mother and Gale take jobs in other districts. Peeta regains his sanity. Katniss settles down with him, and after many years of persuasion by him, she finally agrees to have children. They have a girl and then a boy.
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Each book in The Hunger Games trilogy has three sections of nine chapters each. Collins has said this format comes from her playwriting background, which taught her to write in a three-act structure[image: External link]; her previous series, The Underland Chronicles[image: External link], was written in the same way. She sees each group of nine chapters as a separate part of the story, and comments still call those divisions "act breaks".[9]
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Collins says she drew inspiration for the series from both classical and contemporary sources. Her main classical source of inspiration[image: External link] is the Greek myth of Theseus[image: External link] and the Minotaur[image: External link], in which, as a punishment for past crimes, Minos[image: External link] forces Athens[image: External link] to sacrifice seven youths and seven maidens to the Minotaur, which kills them in a vast labyrinth[image: External link]. Collins says that even as a child, she was stunned by the idea since "it was just so cruel" to force Athens to sacrifice its own children.

Collins also cites as a classical inspiration the Roman gladiator[image: External link] games. She feels three key elements create a good game: an all powerful and ruthless government, people forced to fight to the death, and the game's role as a source of popular entertainment.[10]

A contemporary source of inspiration was Collins' recent fascination with reality television programs[image: External link]. She says they are like The Hunger Games because the Games are not just entertainment but also a reminder to the districts of their rebellion. On a tired night, Collins says that while she was channel-surfing the television, she saw people competing for some prize and then saw footage of the Iraq war[image: External link]. She described how the two combined in an "unsettling way" to create her first ideas for the series.[11]
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All three books have been favorably received. Praise has focused on the addictive quality, especially of the first book,[12] and the action.[13] John Green[image: External link] of The New York Times compared The Hunger Games with Scott Westerfeld[image: External link]'s The Uglies series[image: External link].[14] Catching Fire was praised for improving upon the first book.[15] Mockingjay was praised for its portrayal of violence,[16] world building, and romantic intrigue.[17]

The series received criticism regarding the reality TV[image: External link] "death game" theme, which is also present in The 10th Victim[image: External link], Battle Royale[image: External link], Das Millionenspiel[image: External link], The Running Man[image: External link], The Long Walk[image: External link],[12] and Series 7: The Contenders[image: External link].[18] The series was also criticized for the romantic plotline: Rollie Welch of Ohio's The Plain Dealer[image: External link] criticized the characters' lack of resolute behavior,[19] and Jennifer Reese of Entertainment Weekly stated that there was little distinction between Peeta and Gale and the series lacked the "erotic energy" seen in the Twilight[image: External link] series.[20]

J.C. Maçek III of PopMatters[image: External link] stated "While the film saga does capture the action[image: External link] of The Hunger Games, the novels are most assuredly the heart of the story. They are nothing less than 'The Writer’s Cut' of the films themselves."[21]

The last book, Mockingjay, was criticized by Dan Shade of SF Site[image: External link], who felt that Katniss is a weaker character than her comrades and less resolute in her journey to the Capitol, and that with respect to her vendetta against President Snow, her actions in the finale are inconsistent with her established character.[22]

The Hunger Games became the most tweeted[image: External link]-about movie on the planet, which boosted the confidence of the cast and crew.[23]
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Main article: The Hunger Games (film series)


Lionsgate Entertainment[image: External link] acquired worldwide distribution rights to a film adaptation of The Hunger Games, produced by Nina Jacobson[image: External link]'s Color Force production company.[24] Collins adapted the novel for film herself,[24] along with director Gary Ross[image: External link].[25] The cast included Jennifer Lawrence as Katniss, Josh Hutcherson as Peeta, and Liam Hemsworth as Gale.[26][27][28] The first film began production in Spring 2011,[29] and was released in March 2012.[30][31] For Catching Fire, Ross was replaced as director by Francis Lawrence[image: External link];[32][33][34] the film was released in November 2013. Lawrence then directed Mockingjay, parts 1 and 2,[35] released in November 2014 and November 2015.
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A gesture (a raised up hand with three middle fingers pressed together) used in The Hunger Games trilogy to express unity with people striving to survive, was used in 2014 by anti-government protestors in Thailand[image: External link], at least seven of whom were arrested for it.[36]
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Todd McCarthy






Todd McCarthy is an American film critic[image: External link]. He wrote for Variety for 31 years as its chief film critic until 2010.[1][2] In October of that year, he joined The Hollywood Reporter where he subsequently became chief film critic.[3][4]
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 Personal life




Todd McCarthy was born on February 16, 1950 in Evanston, Illinois[image: External link],[5] the son of Daniel and Barbara McCarthy.[6] His mother was a cellist and served as the president of the Evanston Symphony Orchestra.[7] His father was a rancher and real-estate developer. McCarthy graduated from Stanford University[image: External link] in 1972.[5] McCarthy married at age 43 to Sasha Alpert on July 4, 1993 on his family's ranch in Pagosa Springs, Colorado[image: External link]. Sasha is a documentary film maker.[7]
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 Career




From 1974 to 1975, McCarthy worked for Paramount Pictures[image: External link] in Los Angeles[image: External link] as an assistant to Elaine May.[5] He helped her edit Mikey and Nicky[image: External link]. He edited Kings of Bs: Working Within the Hollywood System with Charles Flynn which was published in 1975. It is a book that discusses the great filmmakers of B movies[image: External link].[1] From 1975 to 1977, McCarthy worked for New World Pictures[image: External link] in Los Angeles as the director of advertising and publicity.[5] McCarthy was later the manager English-language editions of Le Film français[image: External link] in 1977. The next year, he got a job as a Hollywood editor for Film Comment[image: External link].[5]

McCarthy became a film critic and wrote for Variety[2] in 1979. In 1990, McCarthy wrote a documentary called Preston Sturges: The Rise and Fall of an American Dreamer which won an Emmy Award[image: External link].[8] He directed four documentaries about film: Visions of Light[image: External link] (1992), Claudia Jennings (1995), Forever Hollywood (1999), and Man of Cinema: Pierre Rissient (2007).[9] Visions of Light was named the Best Documentary of the Year award by the National Society of Film Critics[image: External link] and the New York Film Critics Association. Forever Hollywood has been played at Grauman's Egyptian Theatre[image: External link] for more than a decade.[8] In 2007 he wrote Fast Women: The Legendary Ladies of Racing.[5] He wrote about the famous producer/director Howard Hawks in his book, Howard Hawks: The Grey Fox of Hollywood which was published in 2000.[9] McCarthy also wrote Des Ovnis, des Monstres et du Sexe: Le Cinéma Selon Roger Corman (2011).[10]

McCarthy lost his job Variety in March 2010,[4] having been the longest-serving member of their staff.[1] McCarthy began working with an independent blog called Indiewire[image: External link] after leaving Variety. He was hired at The Hollywood Reporter in October 2010.[3] He was hired as the chief film critic under Janice Min[image: External link].[4] He wrote the introduction to Painting with Light that was published in 2013.[11]
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Roger Ebert






Roger Joseph Ebert (/'i:bert /[image: External link]; June 18, 1942 – April 4, 2013) was an American film critic[image: External link] and historian[image: External link], journalist, screenwriter, and author. He was a film critic for the Chicago Sun-Times from 1967 until his death in 2013. In 1975, Ebert became the first film critic to win the Pulitzer Prize for Criticism[image: External link].

Ebert and Chicago Tribune[image: External link] critic Gene Siskel[image: External link] helped popularize nationally televised film reviewing when they co-hosted the PBS[image: External link] show Sneak Previews[image: External link], followed by several variously named At the Movies[image: External link] programs. The two verbally sparred and traded humorous barbs while discussing films. They created and trademarked the phrase "Two Thumbs Up," used when both hosts gave the same film a positive review. After Siskel died in 1999, Ebert continued hosting the show with various co-hosts and then, starting in 2000, with Richard Roeper.

Neil Steinberg[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times said Ebert "was without question the nation's most prominent and influential film critic",[1] Tom Van Riper of Forbes described him as "the most powerful pundit in America",[2] and Kenneth Turan[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times called him "the best-known film critic in America".[3]

Ebert lived with cancer of the thyroid[image: External link] and salivary glands[image: External link] from 2002. This required treatments necessitating the removal of his lower jaw, which cost him the ability to speak or eat normally. His ability to write remained unimpaired, however, and he continued to publish frequently both online and in print until his death on April 4, 2013.



TOP
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 Early life




Roger Joseph Ebert[4] was born in Urbana, Illinois[image: External link], the only child of Annabel (née Stumm;[5][6] May 1, 1911 – June 1, 1987), a bookkeeper,[1] and Walter Harry Ebert[5][7] (November 20, 1901 – September 22, 1960), an electrician.[8][9] He was raised Roman Catholic, attending St. Mary's elementary school and serving as an altar boy[image: External link] in Urbana.[9]

His paternal grandparents were German immigrants[10] and his maternal ancestry was Irish and Dutch.[7][11][12] Ebert's interest in journalism began when he was a student at Urbana High School[image: External link], where he was a sports writer for The News-Gazette[image: External link] in Champaign, Illinois[image: External link]; however, he began his writing career with letters of comment to the science fiction fanzines[image: External link] of the era.[13] In his senior year, he was class president and editor-in-chief of his high school newspaper[image: External link], The Echo.[9] In 1958, he won the Illinois High School Association[image: External link] state speech[image: External link] championship in "radio speaking", an event that simulates radio newscasts.[14]

Regarding his early influences in film criticism, Ebert wrote in the 1998 parody collection Mad About the Movies:



	“
	I learned to be a movie critic by reading Mad[image: External link] magazine ... Mad's parodies made me aware of the machine inside the skin – of the way a movie might look original on the outside, while inside it was just recycling the same old dumb formulas. I did not read the magazine, I plundered it for clues to the universe. Pauline Kael[image: External link] lost it at the movies[image: External link]; I lost it at Mad magazine.[15]

	”




Ebert began taking classes at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign[image: External link] as an early-entrance student, completing his high-school courses while also taking his first university class.[16] After graduating from Urbana High School in 1960, Ebert then attended and received his undergraduate degree in 1964. While at the University of Illinois, Ebert worked as a reporter for the Daily Illini[image: External link] and then served as its editor during his senior year while also continuing to work as a reporter for the News-Gazette of Champaign-Urbana, Illinois (he had begun at the News-Gazette at age 15 covering Urbana High School sports).[17] As an undergraduate, he was a member of the Phi Delta Theta[image: External link] fraternity and president of the U.S. Student Press Association.[18] One of the first movie reviews he ever wrote was a review of La Dolce Vita[image: External link], published in The Daily Illini in October 1961.[19]

Ebert spent a semester as a master's student in the department of English there before attending the University of Cape Town[image: External link] on a Rotary fellowship for a year.[20] He returned from Cape Town to his graduate studies at Illinois for two more semesters and then, after being accepted as a PhD candidate at the University of Chicago[image: External link], he prepared to move to Chicago. He needed a job to support himself while he worked on his doctorate and so applied to the Chicago Daily News, hoping that, as he had already sold freelance pieces to the Daily News, including an article on the death of writer Brendan Behan[image: External link], he would be hired by editor Herman Kogan[image: External link]. Instead Kogan referred Ebert to the city editor at the Chicago Sun-Times, Jim Hoge[image: External link], who hired Ebert as a reporter and feature writer at the Sun-Times in 1966.[21] He attended doctoral classes at the University of Chicago while working as a general reporter at the Sun-Times for a year. After movie critic Eleanor Keane left the Sun-Times in April 1967, editor Robert Zonka gave the job to Ebert.[22] The load of graduate school and being a film critic proved too much, so Ebert left the University of Chicago to focus his energies on film criticism.[23]
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 Career




Ebert began his career as a film critic in 1967, writing for the Chicago Sun-Times.[13] That same year, he met film critic Pauline Kael[image: External link] for the first time at the New York Film Festival. After he sent her some of his columns, she told him they were "the best film criticism being done in American newspapers today".[9] That same year, Ebert's first book, a history of the University of Illinois[image: External link] titled Illini Century: One Hundred Years of Campus Life, was published by the University's press. In 1969, his review of Night of the Living Dead[image: External link][24] was published in Reader's Digest[image: External link].[25]

Ebert co-wrote the screenplay for the 1970 Russ Meyer[image: External link] film Beyond the Valley of the Dolls[image: External link] and sometimes joked about being responsible for the film, which was poorly received on its release yet has become a cult classic[image: External link].[26] Ebert and Meyer also made Beneath the Valley of the Ultra-Vixens[image: External link], Up![image: External link], and other films, and were involved in the ill-fated Sex Pistols[image: External link] movie Who Killed Bambi?[image: External link] (In April 2010, Ebert posted his screenplay of Who Killed Bambi? aka Anarchy in the UK on his blog.)[27]

Starting in 1968, Ebert worked for the University of Chicago[image: External link] as a guest lecturer, teaching a night class on film at the Graham School of Continuing Liberal and Professional Studies[image: External link].[28]

In 1975, the same year Ebert received the Pulitzer Prize for Criticism[image: External link],[29] he and Gene Siskel[image: External link] began co-hosting a weekly film review television show, Sneak Previews, which was locally produced by the Chicago public broadcasting[image: External link] station WTTW[image: External link]. The series was later picked up for nationwide syndication on PBS[image: External link]. The duo became famous for their "thumbs up/thumbs down" review summaries.[30] Siskel and Ebert trademarked the phrase "Two Thumbs Up".[31]

In 1982, they moved from PBS to launch a similar syndicated[image: External link] commercial television show named At The Movies With Gene Siskel & Roger Ebert[image: External link]. In 1986, they again moved the show to new ownership, creating Siskel & Ebert & The Movies[image: External link] through Buena Vista Television[image: External link], part of the Walt Disney Company[image: External link].

After Siskel's death in 1999, the producers retitled the show Roger Ebert & the Movies and used rotating co-hosts. In September 2000, Chicago Sun-Times columnist Richard Roeper became the permanent co-host and the show was renamed At The Movies With Ebert & Roeper[image: External link] and later At the Movies.

In 2005, Ebert became the first film critic to receive a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link].[29] As of 2007, his reviews were syndicated[image: External link] to more than 200 newspapers in the United States and abroad.[32] Ebert also published more than 20 books and dozens of collected reviews.

Ebert ended his association with the Disney-owned At The Movies in July 2008,[31] after the studio indicated it wished to take the program in a new direction. On February 18, 2009, Ebert reported that he and Roeper would soon announce a new movie-review program,[33] and reiterated this plan after Disney announced that the program's last episode would air in August 2010.[34]

On January 31, 2009, Ebert was made an honorary life member of the Directors Guild of America[image: External link].[35] His final television series, Ebert Presents: At the Movies[image: External link], premiered on January 21, 2011, with Ebert contributing a review voiced by Bill Kurtis[image: External link] in a brief segment called "Roger's Office",[36] as well as featuring more traditional film reviews in the "At The Movies" format presented by Christy Lemire[image: External link] and Ignatiy Vishnevetsky[image: External link].

His final review in the Chicago Sun-Times was for the film To the Wonder[image: External link], which he gave 3.5 out of 4 stars. It was published on April 6, 2013.[37] In July 2013, a previously unpublished review of the film Computer Chess[image: External link] appeared on Ebert's website.[38] The review had been written in March but had remained unpublished until the film's wide-release date.[39] Matt Zoller Seitz, the editor for Ebert's website, confirmed that there were other unpublished reviews that would be eventually uploaded to the website.[39] A second posthumously published review, for The Spectacular Now[image: External link], was published in August 2013.[40]
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 Critical style




Ebert described his critical approach to films as "relative, not absolute"; he reviewed a film for what he felt it would be to its prospective audience, yet always with at least some consideration as to its value as a whole. He awarded four stars to films of the highest quality, and generally a half star to those of the lowest, unless he considered the film to be "artistically inept" or "morally repugnant", in which case it received no stars.[41]



	“
	When you ask a friend if Hellboy[image: External link] is any good, you're not asking if it's any good compared to Mystic River[image: External link], you're asking if it's any good compared to The Punisher[image: External link]. And my answer would be, on a scale of one to four, if Superman[image: External link] is four, then Hellboy is three and The Punisher is two. In the same way, if American Beauty[image: External link] gets four stars, then The United States of Leland[image: External link] clocks in at about two.[42]

	”




Ebert emphasized that his star ratings had little meaning if not considered in the context of the review itself. Occasionally (as in his review of Basic Instinct 2[image: External link]), Ebert's star rating may have seemed at odds with his written opinion. Ebert acknowledged such cases, stating, "I cannot recommend the movie, but ... why the hell can't I? Just because it's godawful? What kind of reason is that for staying away from a movie? Godawful and boring, that would be a reason".[43] In August 2004 Stephen King[image: External link], in a column, criticized what he saw as a growing trend of leniency towards films from critics, including Ebert. His main criticism was that films, citing Spider-Man 2[image: External link] as an example, were constantly given four star ratings that they did not deserve.[44] In his review of The Manson Family[image: External link], Ebert gave the film three stars for achieving what it set out to do, but admitted that did not count as a recommendation per se. He similarly gave the Adam Sandler-starring remake[image: External link] of The Longest Yard[image: External link] a positive rating of three stars, but in his review, which he wrote soon after attending the Cannes Film Festival[image: External link], he recommended readers not to see the film because they had access to more satisfying cinematic experiences.[45] He declined to give a star rating to The Human Centipede[image: External link], arguing that the rating system was "unsuited" to such a film: "Is the movie good? Is it bad? Does it matter? It is what it is and occupies a world where the stars don't shine."[46]

Ebert reprinted his starred reviews in movie guides. In his appearances on The Howard Stern Show[image: External link], he was frequently challenged to defend his ratings. Ebert stood by his opinions with one notable exception – when Stern pointed out that Ebert had given The Godfather Part II[image: External link] a three-star rating in 1974, but had subsequently given The Godfather Part III[image: External link] three and a half stars. Ebert later added The Godfather Part II to his "Great Movies" list in October 2008 stating that his original review has often been cited as proof of his "worthlessness" but he still had not changed his mind and would not change a word of his original review.[47] When reviewing the 2009 remake of The Last House on the Left[image: External link], Ebert noted how he had given the controversial 1972 original[image: External link] three and a half stars and declined to make a comparison between the two versions: "I wrote that original "Last House" review 37 years ago. I am not the same person. I am uninterested in being 'consistent'".[48]

Ebert occasionally accused some films of having an unwholesome political agenda, such as claiming that the 1971 film Dirty Harry[image: External link] had a fascist[image: External link] moral position.[49] He was wary of films passed off as art, but which he saw as lurid and sensational. He leveled this charge against such films as The Night Porter[image: External link].[50]

Ebert's reviews could clash with the overall reception of movies, as evidenced by his one-star review of the celebrated 1986 David Lynch[image: External link] film Blue Velvet[image: External link] ("marred by sophomoric satire and cheap shots ... in a way, [director Lynch's] behavior is more sadistic than the Hopper[image: External link] character").[51] He was dismissive of the popular 1988 Bruce Willis[image: External link] action film Die Hard[image: External link] ("inappropriate and wrongheaded interruptions reveal the fragile nature of the plot"),[52] while his positive 3 out of 4 stars review of 1997's Speed 2: Cruise Control[image: External link] ("Movies like this embrace goofiness with an almost sensual pleasure")[53] is one of only two positive reviews accounting for that film's 3% approval rating on the reviewer aggregator website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] (the other having been written by his At The Movies co-star Gene Siskel).[54] Ebert panned the 1995 crime drama The Usual Suspects[image: External link], giving the well-regarded film a rating of one and a half stars and a place on his "Most Hated Films" list.

Ebert's reviews were also characterized by what has been called "dry wit".[1][55] In August 2005, after Rob Schneider[image: External link] insulted Los Angeles Times movie critic Patrick Goldstein[image: External link] (who had criticized Schneider's film Deuce Bigalow: European Gigolo[image: External link]) by commenting that Goldstein was unqualified because he had never won the Pulitzer Prize[image: External link], Ebert intervened by stating that, as a Pulitzer winner, he was qualified to review the film, and bluntly told Schneider, "Your movie sucks."[56] Ebert and Schneider would later reconcile regarding this matter.[32][57][58]

Ebert commented on films using his Catholic upbringing as a point of reference,[9] and was critical of films he believed were grossly ignorant of or insulting to Catholicism, such as Stigmata[image: External link][59] and Priest[image: External link].[60] He also gave favorable reviews of controversial films with themes or references to Jesus and Catholicism, including The Passion of the Christ[image: External link], The Last Temptation of Christ[image: External link], and to Kevin Smith[image: External link]'s religious satire Dogma[image: External link].[61] Ebert was described as an agnostic in 2005,[9] but preferred not being "pigeon-holed".[62]

He often included personal anecdotes in his reviews when he considered them relevant. He occasionally wrote reviews in the forms of stories, poems, songs,[63] scripts, open letters,[64][65] or imagined conversations.[66][67] He wrote many essays and articles exploring in depth the field of film criticism (see Bibliography in this article).

Ebert was also an advocate and supporter of Asian-American cinema, famously coming to the defense of the cast and crew of Justin Lin[image: External link]'s Better Luck Tomorrow[image: External link] (2002) during a Sundance Film Festival screening when a white member of the audience asked how Asians could be portrayed in such a negative light and how a film so empty and amoral could be made for Asian-Americans and Americans. Ebert responded that "nobody would say such a thing to a bunch of white filmmakers: how could you do this to "your people"? ... Asian-American characters have the right to be whoever the hell they want to be. They do not have to represent 'their people'!"[68][69][70] He was a supporter of the film after the incident at Sundance, and also supported a number of Asian-American films, having them also screen at his film festival (such as Eric Byler[image: External link]'s Charlotte Sometimes[image: External link]).[71]

Ebert was accused by some horror movie[image: External link] fans of elitism in his dismissal of what he calls "Dead Teenager Movies". Ebert clarified that he did not disparage horror movies as a whole, but that he drew a distinction between films like Nosferatu[image: External link] and The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link], which he regarded as "masterpieces", and films which he felt consisted of nothing more than groups of teenagers being killed off with the exception of one survivor to populate a sequel.[72]

Ebert indicated that his favorite film was Citizen Kane[image: External link], joking, "That's the official answer", although he preferred to emphasize it as "the most important" film. He insinuated that his real favorite film was La Dolce Vita[image: External link].[73] His favorite actor was Robert Mitchum[image: External link], and his favorite actress was Ingrid Bergman.[74] He also considered Buster Keaton[image: External link], Robert Altman[image: External link], Werner Herzog[image: External link], and Martin Scorsese[image: External link] to be his favorite directors.[75] He expressed his general distaste for "top ten" lists, and all movie lists in general,[73] but contributed a top ten list to the 2012 Sight and Sound Critics' poll. Listed alphabetically, those films were 2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link]; Aguirre, the Wrath of God[image: External link]; Apocalypse Now[image: External link]; Citizen Kane[image: External link]; La Dolce Vita[image: External link]; The General[image: External link]; Raging Bull[image: External link]; Tokyo Story[image: External link]; The Tree of Life[image: External link]; and Vertigo[image: External link].[76] His favorite Bond film[image: External link] was Goldfinger[image: External link] (1964), and he later added it to his "Great Movies" list.[77]
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 Best Films of the Year




Ebert compiled "best of the year" movie lists beginning in 1967 until 2012, thereby helping provide an overview of his critical preferences. His top choices were:




	

	1967: Bonnie and Clyde[image: External link]


	1968: The Battle of Algiers[image: External link]


	1969: Z[image: External link]


	1970: Five Easy Pieces[image: External link]


	1971: The Last Picture Show[image: External link]


	1972: The Godfather[image: External link]


	1973: Cries and Whispers[image: External link]


	1974: Scenes from a Marriage[image: External link]


	1975: Nashville[image: External link]


	1976: Small Change[image: External link]


	1977: 3 Women[image: External link]


	1978: An Unmarried Woman[image: External link]


	1979: Apocalypse Now[image: External link]


	1980: The Black Stallion[image: External link]


	1981: My Dinner with Andre[image: External link]


	1982: Sophie's Choice[image: External link]





	

	1983: The Right Stuff[image: External link]


	1984: Amadeus[image: External link]


	1985: The Color Purple[image: External link]


	1986: Platoon[image: External link]


	1987: House of Games[image: External link]


	1988: Mississippi Burning[image: External link]


	1989: Do the Right Thing[image: External link]


	1990: Goodfellas[image: External link]


	1991: JFK[image: External link]


	1992: Malcolm X[image: External link]


	1993: Schindler's List[image: External link]


	1994: Hoop Dreams[image: External link]


	1995: Leaving Las Vegas[image: External link]


	1996: Fargo[image: External link]


	1997: Eve's Bayou[image: External link]


	1998: Dark City[image: External link]





	

	1999: Being John Malkovich[image: External link]


	2000: Almost Famous[image: External link]


	2001: Monster's Ball[image: External link]


	2002: Minority Report[image: External link]


	2003: Monster[image: External link]


	2004: Million Dollar Baby[image: External link]


	2005: Crash


	2006: Pan's Labyrinth[image: External link]


	2007: Juno[image: External link]


	2008: Synecdoche, New York[image: External link]


	2009: The Hurt Locker[image: External link]


	2010: The Social Network[image: External link]


	2011: A Separation[image: External link]


	2012: Argo











Ebert revisited and sometimes revised his opinions. After ranking E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial[image: External link] third on his 1982 list, it was the only movie from that year to appear on his later "Best Films of the 1980s" list (where it also ranked third).[78] He made similar reevaluations of 1981's Raiders of the Lost Ark[image: External link], and 1985's Ran[image: External link].[78] The Three Colors trilogy[image: External link] ( Blue[image: External link], White[image: External link], and Red[image: External link]), and Pulp Fiction[image: External link] originally ranked second and third on Ebert's 1994 list; both were included on his "Best Films of the 1990s" list, but their order had reversed.[79]

In 2006, Ebert noted his own "tendency to place what I now consider the year's best film in second place, perhaps because I was trying to make some kind of point with my top pick,"[80] adding, "In 1968, I should have ranked 2001[image: External link] above The Battle of Algiers[image: External link]. In 1971, McCabe and Mrs. Miller[image: External link] was better than The Last Picture Show[image: External link]. In 1974, Chinatown[image: External link] was probably better, in a different way, than Scenes from a Marriage[image: External link]. In 1976, how could I rank Small Change[image: External link] above Taxi Driver[image: External link]? In 1978, I would put Days of Heaven[image: External link] above An Unmarried Woman[image: External link]. And in 1980, of course, Raging Bull[image: External link] was a better film than The Black Stallion[image: External link] ... although I later chose Raging Bull[image: External link] as the best film of the entire decade of the 1980s, it was only the second-best film of 1980 ... am I the same person I was in 1968, 1971, or 1980? I hope not."

Since his death, Ebert's website has continued the practice, with the site's primary contributors each offering individual Top Ten lists, with their rankings combined into a communal top ten list.[81]

Ebert was an admirer of director Werner Herzog[image: External link], whom he supported through many years when Herzog's popularity had declined. He conducted an onstage public "conversation" with Herzog at the Telluride Film Festival[image: External link] in 2004, after a screening of Herzog's film Invincible[image: External link] at Roger Ebert's Overlooked Film Festival[image: External link]. Herzog dedicated his 2008 film Encounters at the End of the World[image: External link] to Ebert, and Ebert responded with a heartfelt public letter of gratitude.[82] Herzog said he once exhorted Ebert to watch The Anna Nicole Show[image: External link] (which Ebert did) so he could gain a better understanding of the decline in American culture.[83]

In 2005, Ebert opined that video games are not art, and are inferior to media created through authorial control, such as film and literature, stating, "video games can be elegant, subtle, sophisticated, challenging and visually wonderful", but "the nature of the medium prevents it from moving beyond craftsmanship to the stature of art".[84] This resulted in negative reaction from video game enthusiasts,[85] such as writer Clive Barker[image: External link], who defended video games as an art form[image: External link], stating that they have the power to move people, that the views of book or film critics are less important than those of the consumers experiencing them, and that Ebert's were prejudiced. Ebert responded that the charge of prejudice was merely a euphemism for disagreement, that merely being moved by an experience does not denote it as artistic, and that critics are also consumers.[86] Ebert later defended his position in April 2010, saying, "No video gamer now living will survive long enough to experience the medium as an art form".[87] He also stated that he had never found a video game "worthy of (his) time", and thus had never played one.[88]

In a July 1, 2010, blog entry, Ebert maintained his position that video games can never be art in principle, but conceded that he should not have expressed this skepticism without being more familiar with the actual experience of playing them. He reflected on the reaction to his blog entry, gamers' attempts to recommend to him games such as Shadow of the Colossus[image: External link], and his reluctance to play games due to his lack of interest in the medium. "I have played Cosmology of Kyoto[image: External link] which I enormously enjoyed, and Myst[image: External link] for which I lacked the patience." said Ebert.[89]
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 Views




Ebert was an outspoken opponent of the Motion Picture Association of America film rating system[image: External link], repeatedly criticizing its decisions regarding which movies are suitable for children.[90]

Ebert also frequently lamented that cinemas outside major cities are "booked by computer from Hollywood with no regard for local tastes", making high-quality independent and foreign films virtually unavailable to most American moviegoers.[91]

Ebert was a strong advocate for Maxivision[image: External link] 48, in which the movie projector runs at 48 frames per second, as compared to the usual 24 frames per second. He was opposed to the practice whereby theatres lower the intensity of their projector bulbs in order to extend the life of the bulb, arguing that this has little effect other than to make the film harder to see.[92] Ebert was skeptical of the recent resurgence of 3D effects in film[image: External link], which he found unrealistic and distracting.[93]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film and TV appearances




In 1995, Ebert, along with colleague Gene Siskel, guest-starred on an episode of the animated TV series The Critic[image: External link]. In the episode, Siskel and Ebert split and each wants Jay as his new partner. The episode is a parody of the film Sleepless in Seattle[image: External link].[94] The following year, Ebert appeared in Pitch, a documentary by Canadian film makers Spencer Rice[image: External link] and Kenny Hotz[image: External link].[95] He made an appearance as himself in a 1997 episode of the television series Early Edition[image: External link], which took place in Chicago. In the episode, Ebert consoles a young boy who is depressed after he sees a character called Bosco the Bunny die in a movie.[96]

In 1999, Roger Ebert founded his own film festival, Ebertfest[image: External link], in his home town of Champaign, Illinois.[97] He was also a regular fixture at the Hawaii International Film Festival[image: External link].

In 2003, Ebert had a cameo appearance in the film Abby Singer[image: External link].[98] On May 4, 2010, Ebert was announced by the International Academy of Digital Arts and Sciences as the Webby Person of the Year, having taken to the Internet following his battle with cancer.[99] On October 22, 2010, Ebert appeared on camera with Robert Osborne[image: External link] on the Turner Classic Movies network during the network's "The Essentials" series. Ebert chose the films Sweet Smell of Success[image: External link] and The Lady Eve[image: External link] to be shown.[100]

For many years, on the day of the Academy Award[image: External link] ceremony, Ebert repeatedly appeared with Roeper on the live pre-awards show, An Evening at the Academy Awards: The Arrivals. This aired for over a decade, usually prior to the awards ceremony show, which also featured red carpet[image: External link] interviews and fashion commentary. They also used to appear on the post-awards show entitled An Evening at the Academy Awards: The Winners, produced and aired by the ABC[image: External link]-owned KABC-TV[image: External link] in Los Angeles.[101]

Ebert was one of the principal critics featured in Gerald Peary[image: External link]'s 2009 documentary film For the Love of Movies: The Story of American Film Criticism[image: External link]. He is shown discussing the dynamics of appearing with Gene Siskel on the 1970s show Coming to a Theatre Near You, which was the predecessor of Sneak Previews on Chicago PBS station WTTW. He also expressed his approval of the proliferation of young people writing film reviews today on the Internet.[102]

Ebert provided DVD audio commentaries[image: External link] for several films, including Citizen Kane[image: External link], Casablanca[image: External link], Dark City[image: External link], Floating Weeds[image: External link], Crumb[image: External link], and Beyond the Valley of the Dolls[image: External link] (for which Ebert also wrote the screenplay, based on a story that he co-wrote with Russ Meyer[image: External link]). Ebert was also interviewed by Central Park Media[image: External link] for an extra feature on the DVD release of the anime[image: External link] film Grave of the Fireflies[image: External link]. Ebert appeared as a guest star multiple times on Sesame Street[image: External link]. A bio-documentary about Ebert, called Life Itself[image: External link], was released in 2014 to universal acclaim.[103][104]

Though not making a personal appearance, an honorary effigy of Ebert co-starred in the 1998 reimagined version of[image: External link] Godzilla[image: External link], played by actor Michael Lerner[image: External link] as New York City Mayor Ebert.[105]
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 Personal life




At age 50, Ebert married trial attorney Charlie "Chaz" Hammelsmith (formerly Chaz Hammel-Smith) in 1992.[9][106] He explained in his memoir, Life Itself, that he "would never marry before [his] mother died", as he was afraid of displeasing her.[107] In a July 2012 blog entry titled "Roger loves Chaz", Ebert wrote, "She fills my horizon, she is the great fact of my life, she has my love, she saved me from the fate of living out my life alone, which is where I seemed to be heading".[108] Chaz Ebert is now vice president of the Ebert Company and has emceed[image: External link] Ebertfest.[109]

Ebert was a recovering alcoholic, having quit drinking in 1979. He was a member of Alcoholics Anonymous[image: External link] and had written some blog entries on the subject.[110] He was a longtime friend of, and briefly dated, Oprah Winfrey[image: External link], who credited him with persuading her to syndicate The Oprah Winfrey Show[image: External link],[111] which became the highest-rated talk show in American television history.[112] He was also friends with film historian and critic Leonard Maltin[image: External link] and considered the book Leonard Maltin's Movie and Video Guide (final update in 2014[113]) to be the standard of film guide books.

A supporter of the Democratic Party[image: External link],[114] Ebert publicly urged liberal[image: External link] filmmaker Michael Moore[image: External link] to give a politically charged acceptance speech at the Academy Awards: "I'd like to see Michael Moore get up there and let 'em have it with both barrels and really let loose and give them a real rabble-rousing speech."[115] During a 1996 panel at the University of Colorado[image: External link] at Boulder[image: External link]'s Conference on World Affairs[image: External link], Ebert coined the Boulder Pledge, by which he vowed never to purchase anything offered through the result of an unsolicited email message, or to forward chain emails or mass emails to others.[116][117][118] Ebert endorsed Barack Obama[image: External link] for re-election as President in 2012.[119]

Ebert was critical of intelligent design[image: External link],[120] and stated that people who believe in either creationism or New Age[image: External link] beliefs such as crystal healing[image: External link] or astrology[image: External link] are not qualified to be President.[121] Ebert also expressed disbelief in pseudoscientific[image: External link] or supernatural claims in general, calling them " woo-woo[image: External link]".[122]

Discussing his beliefs, in 2009 Ebert wrote that he did not "want to provide a category for people to apply to [him]" because he "would not want [his] convictions reduced to a word", and stated, "I have never said, although readers have freely informed me I am an atheist, an agnostic, or at the very least a secular humanist[image: External link] – which I am".[62] In the same blog entry, he also said "I am not a believer, not an atheist, not an agnostic. I am still awake at night, asking how?[a] I am more content with the question than I would be with an answer."[62][123] In March 2013, he wrote: "I support freedom of choice. My choice is to not support abortion, except in cases of a clear-cut choice between the lives of the mother and child. A child conceived through incest or rape is innocent and deserves the right to be born." He also stated: "I consider myself Catholic, lock, stock and barrel, with this technical loophole: I cannot believe in God. I refuse to call myself an atheist however, because that indicates too great a certainty about the unknowable."[124]

On April 25, 2011, he achieved one of his long-time goals: winning one of the weekly caption contests in The New Yorker after more than 100 attempts.[125]
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In early 2002, Ebert was diagnosed with papillary thyroid cancer[image: External link] which was successfully removed in February. In 2003, he underwent surgery for cancer in his salivary gland[image: External link], which was followed up by radiation treatment[image: External link]. He was again afflicted with cancer in 2006. In June of that year, he had surgery to remove cancerous tissue near his right jaw.[126] A week later he had a life-threatening complication when his carotid artery[image: External link] burst near the surgery site.[127] He was confined to bed rest and was unable to speak, eat, or drink for a period of time, necessitating the use of a feeding tube[image: External link].[128]

The complications kept Ebert off the air for an extended period of time. Ebert made his first public appearance since mid-2006 at Ebertfest on April 25, 2007. He was unable to speak, instead communicating through his wife.[129] He returned to reviewing on May 18, 2007, when three of his reviews were published in print.[130] In July 2007, he revealed that he was still unable to speak.[131] Ebert adopted a computerized voice system to communicate, eventually using a copy of his own voice created from his recordings by CereProc[image: External link].[132] In March 2010, his health trials and new computerized voice were featured on The Oprah Winfrey Show[image: External link].[133][134] Ebert later proposed a test[image: External link] to determine the realism of a synthesized voice.[135]

Ebert underwent further surgery in January 2008 to hopefully restore his voice and address the complications from his previous surgeries.[136][137] On April 1, Ebert announced his speech had not been restored.[138] A further surgery was performed in April 2008 after Ebert fractured his hip in a fall.[139] By 2011, Ebert was using a prosthetic chin to hide some of the damage done by his many chin, mouth, and throat surgeries.[140]

In December 2012, Ebert was hospitalized due to the fractured hip.[141] On April 2, 2013, he announced that he would be taking a "leave of presence" from his duties because the hip fracture was determined to be cancerous and would require radiation treatment.[142][143] He remarked, "I'll be able at last to do what I've always fantasized about doing: reviewing only the movies I want to review."[143]
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Three years before his death, Ebert wrote:



	“
	I know it is coming, and I do not fear it, because I believe there is nothing on the other side of death to fear. I hope to be spared as much pain as possible on the approach path. I was perfectly content before I was born, and I think of death as the same state. What I am grateful for is the gift of intelligence, and for life, love, wonder, and laughter. You can't say it wasn't interesting. My lifetime's memories are what I have brought home from the trip. I will require them for eternity no more than that little souvenir of the Eiffel Tower[image: External link] I brought home from Paris.[109]

	”




Two days before his death, Ebert ended his final blog post by saying, "So on this day of reflection I say again, thank you for going on this journey with me. I'll see you at the movies."[143] On April 4, 2013, Ebert died at the age of 70 in Chicago as he was preparing to come home from the hospital.[1][144][145]

On April 7, 2013, a private vigil with an open casket was held at the chapel of Graceland Cemetery[image: External link] on the city's north side.[146] Hundreds attended the April 8, 2013 funeral Mass held at Chicago's Holy Name Cathedral[image: External link], where Ebert was celebrated as a film critic, newspaperman, advocate for social justice, and husband.[123] Father Michael Pfleger[image: External link] concluded the service with: "the balconies of heaven are filled with angels singing Thumbs Up."[146]

His death prompted wide reaction from celebrities both in and out of the entertainment industry. U.S. President Barack Obama[image: External link] wrote, "Roger was the movies ... [he could capture] the unique power of the movies to take us somewhere magical ... The movies won't be the same without Roger".[147][148] Robert Redford[image: External link] called Ebert "one of the great champions of freedom of artistic expression" and said "His personal passion for cinema was boundless, and that is sure to be his legacy for generations to come."[147] Oprah Winfrey[image: External link] called Ebert's death the "end of an era", as did Steven Spielberg[image: External link], who also said that Ebert's "reviews went far deeper than simply thumbs up or thumbs down. He wrote with passion through a real knowledge of film and film history, and in doing so, helped many movies find their audiences ... [he] put television criticism on the map".[147]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Memorials and legacy




A 2-hour-and-45-minute public tribute, entitled Roger Ebert: A Celebration of Life, was held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, April 11, 2013 at the Chicago Theater[image: External link]. It featured in-person remembrances, video testimonials, video and film clips, gospel choirs, and was, according to the Chicago Tribune's Mark Caro, "a laughter- and sorrow-filled send-off from the entertainment and media worlds".[149]

In September 2013, organizers in Champaign, Illinois[image: External link] announced plans to raise $125,000 to build a life-size bronze statue[image: External link] of Ebert in the town, which was unveiled in front of the Virginia Theatre[image: External link] at Ebertfest on April 24, 2014.[150] The composition was selected by his widow, Chaz Ebert, and depicts Ebert sitting in the middle of three theater seats giving a "thumbs up".[151][152]

The 2013 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] opened with a video tribute of Ebert at Roy Thomson Hall[image: External link] during the world premiere of the WikiLeaks-based film The Fifth Estate[image: External link]. Ebert had been an avid supporter of the festival since its inception in the 1970s.[153] Chaz was in attendance to accept a plaque on Roger's behalf.[154] At the 86th Academy Awards[image: External link] ceremony, Ebert was included in the In Memoriam montage, a rare honor for a film critic.[155][156]

In 2014, the documentary Life Itself[image: External link] was released. Director Steve James[image: External link], whose films had been widely advocated by Ebert, started making it while the critic was still alive. The film studies Ebert's life and career, while also filming Ebert during his final months, and includes interviews with his family and friends. It was widely praised.[157]

Roger Ebert was inducted as a Laureate of The Lincoln Academy of Illinois[image: External link] and awarded the Order of Lincoln (the State's highest honor) by the Governor of Illinois in 2001 in the area of Performing Arts.[158]
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Each year from 1999 to 2013, except in 2008, Ebert published Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook, a collection of all of his movie reviews from the previous two and a half years (for example, the 2011 edition, ISBN[image: External link] 978-0-7407-9769-9[image: External link], covers January 2008 – July 2010), as well as essays and other writings. He also wrote the following books:


	
An Illini Century: One Hundred Years of Campus Life (1967) – A history of the first 100 years of the University of Illinois[image: External link]. (no ISBN)

	
A Kiss Is Still a Kiss (1984) ( ISBN[image: External link] 0-8362-7957-3[image: External link])

	
The Perfect London Walk (1986) – A tour of London, Ebert's favorite foreign city. ( ISBN[image: External link] 0-8362-7929-8[image: External link])

	
Two Weeks In Midday Sun: A Cannes Notebook (1987) Coverage of the 1987 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link] which was also the 40th anniversary of the festival plus comments about the previous twelve festivals Ebert had attended. Interviews with John Malkovich[image: External link], Barbara Hershey, and Isabella Rossellini[image: External link]. ( ISBN[image: External link] 0-8362-7942-5[image: External link])

	
Behind the Phantom's Mask (1993) This is Ebert's only work of fiction which is about an on-stage murder and the resulting attention put on a previously unknown actor. ( ISBN[image: External link] 0-8362-8021-0[image: External link])

	
Ebert's Little Movie Glossary (1994) – a book of movie clichés. ( ISBN[image: External link] 0-8362-8071-7[image: External link])

	
Roger Ebert's Book of Film (1996) – a Norton Anthology[image: External link] of a century of writing about the movies. ( ISBN[image: External link] 0-393-04000-3[image: External link])

	
Questions for the Movie Answer Man (1997) – his responses to questions sent from his readers. ( ISBN[image: External link] 0-8362-2894-4[image: External link])

	
Ebert's Bigger Little Movie Glossary (1999) – a "greatly expanded" book of movie clichés. ( ISBN[image: External link] 0-8362-8289-2[image: External link])

	
I Hated, Hated, Hated This Movie (2000) – a collection of reviews of films that received two stars or less, dating to the beginning of his Sun-Times career. (The title comes from his zero-star review of the 1994 film North[image: External link].) ( ISBN[image: External link] 0-7407-0672-1[image: External link])

	
The Great Movies (2002), The Great Movies II (2005), and The Great Movies III (2010) – Three books of essays about great films. ( ISBN[image: External link] 0-7679-1038-9[image: External link], ISBN[image: External link] 0-7679-1950-5[image: External link], and ISBN[image: External link] 978-0-226-18208-7[image: External link])

	
Awake in the Dark: The Best of Roger Ebert (2006) – a collection of essays from his 40 years as a film critic, featuring interviews, profiles, essays, his initial reviews upon a film's release, as well as critical exchanges between the film critics Richard Corliss and Andrew Sarris[image: External link].

	
Your Movie Sucks (2007) – A collection of less-than-two-star reviews, for movies released between 2000 and 2006. (The title comes from his zero-star review of the 2005 film Deuce Bigalow: European Gigolo[image: External link].) ( ISBN[image: External link] 0-7407-6366-0[image: External link])

	
Roger Ebert's Four-Star Reviews 1967–2007 (2007) ( ISBN[image: External link] 0-7407-7179-5[image: External link])

	
Scorsese by Ebert (2008) – Covers works by director Martin Scorsese[image: External link] from 1967 to 2008, plus eleven interviews with the director over that period. ( ISBN[image: External link] 978-0-226-18202-5[image: External link])

	
The Pot and How to Use It: The Mystery and Romance of the Rice cooker[image: External link] (2010) ( ISBN[image: External link] 0-7407-9142-7[image: External link])[159]


	
Life Itself: A Memoir. (2011) New York: Grand Central Publishing[image: External link]. ( ISBN[image: External link] 0-446-58497-5[image: External link])

	
A Horrible Experience of Unbearable Length (2012) – A third book of less-than-two-star reviews, for movies released in 2006 and onward. (The title comes from his one-star review of the 2009 film Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen[image: External link].) ( ISBN[image: External link] 1-4494-1025-1[image: External link])
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	Ebert test[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ The question how in these last sentences of the blog entry refers back to its first paragraph in which Ebert writes that as a second-grader he would lie awake at night asking himself the questions "But how could God have no beginning? And how could he have no end?".[62]
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Matthew Quick






For the artist, see Matthew Quick (artist)[image: External link].

Matthew Quick (born October 23, 1973) is an American writer of adult and young adult fiction[image: External link]. His debut novel[image: External link], The Silver Linings Playbook, became a New York Times bestseller[image: External link][1] and was adapted[image: External link] as a movie of the same name starring Bradley Cooper and Jennifer Lawrence, with Robert De Niro, Jacki Weaver, and Chris Tucker.[2]

Quick was finalist for a 2009 PEN/Hemingway Award,[3] and his work has been translated into several languages. In 2012, his young-adult novel, Boy 21, was reviewed favorably by The New York Times.[4]

Quick was a finalist for the TIME[image: External link] 100 most influential people of 2013.[5]
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Quick grew up in Oaklyn, New Jersey[image: External link] and graduated from Collingswood High School[image: External link]. He has a degree in English literature and secondary education from La Salle University[image: External link] and an MFA from Goddard College[image: External link]. Quick taught high school literature in southern New Jersey for several years, before leaving his job as a tenured English teacher in Haddonfield, New Jersey[image: External link] to write his first novel while living in Collingswood[image: External link].[6][7] Quick lived in Massachusetts[image: External link] for several years; he and his wife, novelist and pianist Alicia Bessette now live on the Outer Banks[image: External link] of North Carolina[image: External link].[8] He received an Honorary Doctorate[image: External link] of Humane Letters from La Salle in 2013.
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Bradley Cooper






For other people named Bradley Cooper, see Bradley Cooper (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Bradley Charles Cooper (born January 5, 1975) is an American actor and producer. He was one of the world's highest-paid actors for three years, and has been nominated for various accolades[image: External link], including four Academy Awards[image: External link], two BAFTA Awards[image: External link] and two Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]. Cooper appeared in Forbes Celebrity 100 on two occasions and Time's list of 100 most influential people in the world in 2015.

Cooper enrolled in the MFA[image: External link] program at the Actors Studio[image: External link], New York City in 2000. His career began with a guest role in the television series Sex and the City[image: External link] in 1999 and his film debut came two years later in Wet Hot American Summer[image: External link]. He first gained recognition as Will Tippin[image: External link] in the spy-action television show Alias[image: External link] (2001–2006), and achieved minor success with a supporting part in the comedy film Wedding Crashers[image: External link] (2005). His breakthrough role came in 2009 with The Hangover[image: External link], a commercially successful comedy which spawned two sequels in 2011[image: External link] and 2013[image: External link].

Cooper's portrayal of a struggling writer in the thriller Limitless[image: External link] (2011) and a rookie police officer in the crime drama The Place Beyond the Pines[image: External link] (2012) drew praise from critics. He found greater success with the romantic comedy-drama Silver Linings Playbook (2012), the black comedy crime film American Hustle (2013), and the biopic American Sniper[image: External link] (2014). For his work in these films, Cooper was nominated for Academy Awards—two Best Actor[image: External link], one Best Supporting Actor[image: External link], and one Best Picture[image: External link]. Cooper became the tenth actor to receive an Academy Award nomination in three consecutive years. In 2014, he portrayed Joseph Merrick[image: External link] in a Broadway[image: External link] revival of The Elephant Man[image: External link], garnering a nomination for the Tony Award for Best Actor in a Play[image: External link].
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Cooper was born on January 5, 1975, in Philadelphia, and grew up in the nearby communities of Jenkintown[image: External link] and Rydal[image: External link].[2][3][4] His mother, Gloria (née Campano),[5] worked for the local NBC affiliate.[2] His father, Charles Cooper, who died in January 2011, worked as a stockbroker for Merrill Lynch[image: External link].[5] Charles Cooper was of Irish descent, while Gloria Cooper is of Italian ancestry (from Abruzzo and Naples).[6] Cooper has an older sister, Holly.[7] He was raised as a Roman Catholic.[8] He had cholesteatoma[image: External link] in his ear soon after his birth, and punctured his eardrum when he started diving at an early age.[9]

Describing himself as a child, Cooper has said: "I never lived the life of 'Oh, you're so good-looking'. People thought I was a girl when I was little, because I looked like a girl—maybe because my mother would keep my hair really long".[8] He excelled at basketball, and enjoyed cooking: "I used to have buddies come over after kindergarten and I'd cook them food. I prided myself in taking whatever was in the fridge and turning it into lasagna."[10] He initially wanted to attend a military academy and move to Japan to become a ninja[image: External link].[11] At an early age, his father introduced him to films like The Elephant Man[image: External link],[7] which inspired him to be an actor.[12] Cooper says that his parents were initially apprehensive of his career choice, but they eventually changed their perceptions when they saw Cooper play the part of John Merrick[image: External link] in an excerpt from the play The Elephant Man[image: External link].[7]

While attending Germantown Academy[image: External link], he worked at the Philadelphia Daily News[image: External link].[13] He says that in school he was neither "the smartest person" nor "the coolest kid" and "really didn't have anything going on!"[14] After graduating from the academy in 1993, Cooper studied at Villanova University[image: External link] for a year before transferring to Georgetown University[image: External link].[15] Cooper graduated with honors from the latter with a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] in English in 1997.[4][16] He was a member of the Georgetown Hoyas[image: External link] rowing team and acted with Nomadic Theatre[image: External link].[17][18] Cooper became fluent in French at Georgetown and spent six months as an exchange student in Aix-en-Provence[image: External link], France.[19] In his television debut, Sex and the City[image: External link] in 1999, he made a brief appearance opposite Sarah Jessica Parker[image: External link].[20] Cooper later served as a presenter in the travel-adventure series Globe Trekker[image: External link] (2000), which took him to such places as Peru and Croatia.[9]

Cooper had been interested in a career in diplomacy[image: External link] when he auditioned for the master class[image: External link] graduate degree at the Actors Studio[image: External link] and was selected by James Lipton[image: External link].[21] In 2000, he received a Master of Fine Arts[image: External link] degree in acting from the Actors Studio Drama School[image: External link] at The New School[image: External link] in New York City.[22] There, he trained with the coach Elizabeth Kemp[image: External link] of whom he says: "I was never able to relax in my life before her." She has since advised him on many of his films.[23] While studying in New York City, Cooper worked as a doorman[image: External link] at the Morgans Hotel[image: External link],[2] and briefly interacted with Robert de Niro[image: External link] in a question and answer master class session, which was later featured in an episode of Inside the Actors Studio[image: External link].[21]
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Cooper's cinematic debut came in the ensemble comedy Wet Hot American Summer[image: External link] (2001), a film that takes place at a fictional summer camp in 1981. He plays Ben, a counselor and the love interest of Michael Ian Black[image: External link]'s character. Although the film was critically and commercially unsuccessful, it has developed a cult status[image: External link] over the years. Cooper reprised the role in the film's prequel Wet Hot American Summer: First Day of Camp[image: External link] (2015), an eight-episode Netflix[image: External link] series.[24]

In the television series Alias[image: External link] (2001–06), Cooper achieved some success for the role of Will Tippin[image: External link], a local reporter for a newspaper and the best friend of Jennifer Garner[image: External link]'s character, Sydney Bristow[image: External link].[20] Garner was one of the first people he met in Los Angeles and was, in Cooper's words, "very maternal ... She wanted to take care of me, make sure I was okay all the time."[25] He acted in the 2002 psychological thriller Changing Lanes[image: External link]. The scenes in which he appeared were edited out of the final cut of the film, but are featured on the film's DVD and Blu-ray releases.[26][27] Also in 2002, he played a man involved in a love triangle in the romantic drama Bending All the Rules[image: External link].[28] He guest-starred in the short-lived TV series Miss Match[image: External link] and played the part of cowboy and race horse trainer Morgan Murphy in the television film The Last Cowboy, which aired on the Hallmark Channel[image: External link] in January 2003.[29][30] He later appeared in the television film I Want to Marry Ryan Banks[image: External link] (2004) with Jason Priestley[image: External link] and as a regular guest star in the WB[image: External link] series Jack & Bobby[image: External link] (2004–05).[31]

Cooper's career prospects improved with a more prominent role in the David Dobkin[image: External link]-directed comedy Wedding Crashers[image: External link] (2005) alongside Owen Wilson, Vince Vaughn[image: External link] and Rachel McAdams.[4] In the film, he played Sack Lodge, the arrogant and aggressive boyfriend of Claire (McAdams) who is obsessed with winning—a role he describes as "kind of a sociopath".[32] Cooper believed that the antagonistic character changed people's perception of him, as he had previously played the "nice guy".[33] With a production budget of $40 million, the film grossed over $285 million worldwide.[34] In September 2005, Fox[image: External link] debuted the sitcom Kitchen Confidential[image: External link], based on a memoir by chef Anthony Bourdain[image: External link], with Cooper in the leading role. Despite positive reviews for the series, the show was canceled after only four episodes due to low ratings.[35][36]

In March 2006, Cooper starred as Pip/Theo in Three Days of Rain[image: External link] on Broadway[image: External link] with Julia Roberts and Paul Rudd[image: External link].[37] This was followed by minor roles in the romantic comedy Failure to Launch[image: External link] (2006) and the satirical comedy The Comebacks[image: External link] (2007).[31] Cooper next appeared in the fifth season of Nip/Tuck[image: External link] (2007) as Aidan Stone, a television star on the fictional show Hearts 'N Scalpels. In 2008, he played the lead in Older than America[image: External link],[31] and appeared onstage in a production of Theresa Rebeck[image: External link]'s play The Understudy at the Williamstown Theatre Festival[image: External link] alongside Kristen Johnston[image: External link].[38] Between his small roles of best friend to the main character in the 2008 comedies Yes Man[image: External link] and The Rocker[image: External link],[31] Cooper landed the lead role in the Ryuhei Kitamura[image: External link]-directed supernatural film The Midnight Meat Train[image: External link] (2008), based on Clive Barker[image: External link]'s 1984 short story of the same name[image: External link]. Playing the dark character of a freelance photographer who tries to track down a serial killer was a departure from Cooper's previous comedic roles and an experience he found enjoyable. The film received positive reviews from critics, though it earned little at the box office.[39]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Breakthrough and success (2009–2012)




In February 2009, Cooper hosted Saturday Night Live with musical guest TV on the Radio[image: External link], portraying actor Christian Bale in one skit.[40] Later that year, he appeared in a supporting role in the film He's Just Not That Into You[image: External link].[41] Cooper's breakthrough role came in Todd Phillips[image: External link]' comedy The Hangover[image: External link] (2009).[7] He played Phil Wenneck, one of the three friends—alongside Ed Helms[image: External link] and Zach Galifianakis—to wake up from a bachelor party in Las Vegas, with no memory[image: External link] of the previous night and the bachelor missing. The Hangover was a commercial success and finished as among the highest-grossing R-rated[image: External link] films in the United States.[42] The New York Times' A. O. Scott[image: External link] wrote: "Mr. Cooper ... offers the most interesting variation on an old standard, playing his aggressive, cocky frat boy with a snarl of rage that masks an anxiety as hard to account for as it is to miss."[43] For his performance, Cooper received an award at the 13th Hollywood Film Festival[image: External link] and his first nomination for MTV Movie Awards—Best Comedic Performance[image: External link].[44][45] The newspaper The Daily Telegraph opined that the success of the film turned Cooper into "a bona fide leading man".[7] Nevertheless, Cooper stated in a 2011 interview with Shave[image: External link]: "It's the same. I mean, look, more doors have been opened for sure, but it's not like I sit back with a cigar on Monday morning and go through the scripts that have been offered."[46]

Also in 2009, Cooper featured in the psychological horror Case 39[image: External link], a delayed production that had been filmed in 2006.[47] He paired with Sandra Bullock in the comedy All About Steve[image: External link], a film that was poorly received by critics, and failed to attract a wide audience;[48] it earned them a Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Screen Combo[image: External link].[49] Following a role in one of eleven segments of the anthology film New York, I Love You[image: External link] (2009),[28] Cooper appeared in the ensemble romantic comedy Valentine's Day[image: External link] (2010), directed by Garry Marshall[image: External link], co-starring with Julia Roberts. The film was a commercial success, grossing over $215 million worldwide.[50] He then starred in the comedy Brother's Justice[image: External link] and as the fictional character Templeton "Faceman" Peck[image: External link] in the feature film version of The A-Team[image: External link] alongside Liam Neeson[image: External link], Quinton Jackson[image: External link], and Sharlto Copley[image: External link]. To prepare for the role, he abstained from consuming sugar, salt and flour, and underwent grueling workouts.[51] The film released to negative reviews and poor box office returns.[52][53] Tim Robey of The Daily Telegraph wrote, "Cooper confirms his credentials as perhaps the most smugly narcissistic performer",[54] while Empire credited both Cooper and Copley for "acing swagger and insanity respectively, who best both capture and yet re-forge their iconic characters."[55] Cooper appeared as guest host[image: External link] of WWE Raw[image: External link] in June 2010.[56]

In 2011, Cooper starred in the techno-thriller[image: External link] Limitless[image: External link], based on the 2001 novel The Dark Fields[image: External link] by Alan Glynn[image: External link]. In the Neil Burger[image: External link]-directed film, he played a struggling writer who is introduced to a nootropic[image: External link] drug that gives him the ability to fully utilize his brain and vastly improve his lifestyle.[57] The box office website Box Office Mojo was apprehensive of the film's financial prospects, but it emerged as a commercial success with a worldwide gross of $161 million.[58][59] A writer for Variety said of Cooper's performance that he "makes further strides toward major stardom, spelling excellent early spring returns and socko vid play."[60] Greater commercial success followed with the comedy sequel The Hangover Part II[image: External link] (2011), which earned over $580 million worldwide.[61] Reviews for the film were generally negative,[62] though the critic for Time complimented him: "Cooper gives a knowing performance: he's both the peacock and the parody of one. He's blessed with good looks and fantastic timing, the kind that makes every line funnier, even the small asides."[63] At the 38th People's Choice Awards[image: External link], he was nominated for Favorite Comedic Movie Actor.[64]

The year 2012 saw Cooper star in four films—The Words[image: External link], Hit and Run[image: External link], The Place Beyond the Pines[image: External link], and Silver Linings Playbook. The mystery drama The Words failed commercially, as did the action comedy Hit and Run.[65][66] In Derek Cianfrance[image: External link]'s critically acclaimed crime drama The Place Beyond the Pines,[67] Cooper played a rookie police officer, a role Cianfrance specifically wrote for him. The director drove five hours to Montreal[image: External link] to meet with Cooper to convince him to take on the role. Cianfrance described Cooper's character as someone "paraded as a hero ... But inside him corruption is going on, conflict is raging inside, guilt and shame are buried."[68] A writer from The Independent credited Cooper for "excelling as an archetype, the principled man who is personally rather dislikeable", adding, "I never imagined this actor capable of such layered character work."[69] Despite positive reviews, the film had moderate box office returns.[70]

Cooper starred with Robert De Niro and Jennifer Lawrence in David O. Russell's romantic comedy-drama Silver Linings Playbook, an adaptation of Matthew Quick's serio-comic novel of the same name. He was cast as a divorced man with bipolar disorder, a former teacher who finds companionship in a young, depressed widow (Lawrence). Cooper was initially skeptical about playing the part which he thought was out of his depth, but he later accepted the role inspired by Russell's confidence in him.[7] The director was impressed by his performance in Wedding Crashers, citing his "good bad-guy energy" and unpredictability as justification for casting;[71] he also thought that Cooper would be able to demonstrate emotion and vulnerability on screen.[72] To prepare, Cooper took dance training with the choreographer Mandy Moore[image: External link], who describes Cooper as having "some real natural dancing ability."[73] The film was a box-office success, earning $236.4 million on a production budget of $21 million.[74] Writing for Rolling Stone, Peter Travers said that Cooper "seizes the juiciest role of his career and meets every comic and dramatic challenge. There's an ache in his funny, touching and vital performance that resonates."[75] For his performance, he earned an MTV Movie Award for Best Performance,[76] and nominations for an Academy Award[image: External link], Golden Globe Award[image: External link], and Screen Actors Guild Award for Best Actor[image: External link].[77]
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 Commercial fluctuations (2013–present)




In 2013, Cooper reprised his role as Phil Wenneck in the third and final installment of The Hangover trilogy[image: External link], The Hangover Part III[image: External link], which was poorly reviewed by critics.[78] A reviewer for The Independent argued that Cooper is "reduced to mugging for the camera, offering reaction shots to nothing."[79] Nevertheless, like its preceding entries, the film was a commercial success, grossing $362 million worldwide, and remains one of Cooper's highest-grossing releases.[80] Later that year, he took on the supporting role of an unhinged FBI agent in David O. Russell's crime comedy-drama American Hustle. Inspired by the Federal Bureau of Investigation's Abscam sting operation, the film is set against the backdrop of political corruption in 1970s New Jersey. It also starred Christian Bale, Amy Adams, Jeremy Renner and Jennifer Lawrence.[81] American Hustle was a critical and commercial success with global revenues of $251.1 million.[82] Kim Newman[image: External link] of Empire wrote: "Cooper is stuck with the least rewarding role, but keeps finding brilliant little bits of business to hold the attention", praising his "spot impersonations of his overly cautious (but smart) boss."[83] Cooper was nominated for an Academy Award[image: External link], BAFTA Award[image: External link], Critics' Choice Movie Award[image: External link], and a Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link], but did not win any.[84]

Cooper reunited with Lawrence in the Susanne Bier-directed drama Serena—an adaptation of Ron Rash's period novel. The pair starred as a married couple who become involved in criminal activities after realizing that they cannot bear children.[85] The picture was filmed in 2012, but was released in 2014 to negative reviews and poor box office returns.[86][87] The Canberra Times[image: External link]' Jake Wilson said: "Cooper once again proves his value as a leading man who approaches his roles like a character actor."[88] In 2014, Cooper provided the voice of Rocket Raccoon[image: External link] in the Marvel Studios[image: External link] film Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link].[89] He returned to Broadway[image: External link] for the 2014 run of The Elephant Man as the severely deformed Joseph Merrick[image: External link]. Michael Coveney of Whatsonstage.com[image: External link] reviewed his performance: "Cooper avoids every trap of "disability" acting by suffusing this outer appearance with soul and passion. It's a wonderful, and very moving, display."[90] He garnered a nomination for Tony Award for Best Actor in a Play[image: External link].[91]

Also in 2014, Cooper co-produced and starred as United States Navy SEAL[image: External link] sniper Chris Kyle[image: External link] in American Sniper[image: External link]—a biographical war drama directed by Clint Eastwood[image: External link].[92] The film tells the story of Kyle, who became the deadliest marksman[image: External link] in US military history, and is loosely based on the eponymous memoir[image: External link]. To appear to be as large as Kyle, Cooper underwent extensive training and followed a rigorous diet, gaining 40 pounds (18 kg) of muscle.[93] Cooper's preparation also included lessons with a vocal coach, and studying footage of Kyle.[94] To learn how to use a rifle[image: External link], the actor trained with US Navy SEAL veteran Kevin Lacz[image: External link], who served with Kyle.[95] The film,[96] and Cooper's performance, received generally positive reviews. The critic for Variety wrote, "an excellent performance from a bulked-up Bradley Cooper, this harrowing and intimate character study offers fairly blunt insights into the physical and psychological toll exacted on the front lines."[97] Similar sentiments were expressed by USA Today's Claudia Puig who asserted: "It's clearly Cooper's show. Substantially bulked up and affecting a believable Texas drawl, Cooper embodies Kyle's confidence, intensity and vulnerability."[98] American Sniper earned $547 million worldwide to become Cooper's highest-grossing live-action film and the third highest-grossing R-rated film of all time.[80][99] Cooper won an MTV Movie Award for Best Male Performance, and was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Actor; the film was nominated for Best Picture[image: External link].[100][101] With these nominations, Cooper became the tenth actor in history to receive an Academy Award nomination for acting in three consecutive years.[a]

None of Cooper's films released in 2015— Aloha[image: External link], Burnt[image: External link], or Joy—performed particularly well at the box office.[80] He starred in Cameron Crowe[image: External link]'s Aloha with Emma Stone and Rachel McAdams.[103] The project became controversial after the Media Action Network for Asian-Americans accused the filmmakers of whitewashing[image: External link] the cast.[104] Despite the criticism, he was nominated for Choice Movie Actor – Comedy[image: External link] at the 2015 Teen Choice Awards[image: External link].[105] In John Wells[image: External link]' drama Burnt, Cooper played a chef who decides to regain his former glory after drug abuse[image: External link] takes a toll on his career. While the film was criticized for its "overdone clichés",[106] Jon Frosch of The Hollywood Reporter wrote of Cooper's performance, "the actor gives a fully engaged performance that almost makes us want to forgive the movie's laziness. Almost."[107] His supporting role in the biopic Joy reunited him with David O. Russell and Lawrence.[108] In 2016, he had a voice cameo[image: External link] in the thriller 10 Cloverfield Lane[image: External link], and played a supporting part in War Dogs[image: External link], co-produced under his and Phillips Will's production company Joint Effort.[109][110]

In 2017, Cooper again voiced Rocket Raccoon, in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2[image: External link].[111] He will direct his first film, and co-star with Lady Gaga[image: External link], in a remake[image: External link] of the 1954 musical drama film[image: External link], A Star Is Born[image: External link].[112]
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 Personal life




Cooper's early years in the entertainment industry were marred with difficulties. When his role in the second season[image: External link] of Alias was demoted to a minuscule part, he considered quitting show business.[113] His substance addiction, and doubts about his career, triggered thoughts of suicide.[114] Cooper has abstained[image: External link] from alcohol since 2004, remarking that it would have destroyed his life.[9][115] In a 2012 interview with The Hollywood Reporter, he recalled his struggle with alcohol:


I was at a party and deliberately bashed my head on the concrete floor — like, 'Hey, look how tough I am!' And I came up, and blood dripped down. And then I did it again. I spent the night at ... [h]ospital with a sock of ice, waiting for them to stitch me up. I was so concerned what you thought of me, how I was coming across, how I would survive the day. I always felt like an outsider. I just lived in my head. I realized I wasn't going to live up to my potential, and that scared the hell out of me. I thought, 'Wow, I'm actually gonna ruin my life; I'm really gonna ruin it.'[9]



In October 2006, Cooper became engaged to actress Jennifer Esposito. The couple married later that December. In May 2007, Esposito filed for a divorce that was finalized in November.[116] "It was just something that happened. The good thing is, we both realized it. Sometimes you just realize it", he has since explained.[117] Before his marriage, he met Renée Zellweger while filming Case 39 in 2006. The media speculated about the nature of their relationship in 2009 when the film was released. Although they refused to speak about the romance, they made several appearances together, and in 2011, the media reported about the end of the relationship.[118][119] In December 2011, he was involved in a romantic relationship with Zoe Saldana[image: External link] that ended in January 2013.[120] In March 2013, he began dating English model Suki Waterhouse[image: External link] who is 17 years his junior. According to a report by E!, they broke up in March 2015 because of their age difference and Waterhouse's desire to focus on her career.[121] Cooper began a relationship with Russian model Irina Shayk[image: External link] the following month.[122] In November, he moved into her apartment in New York's West Village.[123] In March 2017, Shayk gave birth to their daughter.[124]

Cooper and his family share a close bond. Two years after the death of his father from lung cancer[image: External link] in 2011, he relocated to Los Angeles with his mother.[125] He says that during his father's diagnosis: "I was in a very lucky position because I was able to put everything on hold in all aspects of my life and completely focus on taking care of him." He has described the process of his treatment as "just simply overwhelming, incredibly stressful, complex and all consuming." The actor has since supported organizations that help fight cancer.[126] In June 2014, Cooper joined the board of directors for the charity Hole in the Wall Gang Camp[image: External link], a non-profit organization that serves people coping with cancer.[127] In April 2016, he participated in the launch of the Parker Institute for Cancer Immunotherapy that works for cancer patients.[126] He served as an executive producer for Stand Up to Cancer[image: External link]'s Fifth Biennial Telecast, a primetime fundraising special[image: External link] that aired in September.[128]

In 2009, Cooper took part in an Alzheimer's Association[image: External link] campaign that aimed to increase awareness about Alzheimer's disease[image: External link].[129] He is also one of the members of the Alzheimer's Association Celebrity Champions, an initiative launched for a similar purpose.[130] In 2015, Cooper spoke at The National Geographic Society[image: External link] for the group Got Your 6 to help ensure military veterans are better represented in popular culture.[131] Cooper has donated to Democratic Party[image: External link] candidates and attended the 2016 Democratic National Convention[image: External link] where Hillary Clinton[image: External link] received the nomination for President.[132] He regards Barack Obama[image: External link] as "an incredible president".[133]
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 In the media




Todd Phillips (the director of The Hangover Trilogy) believes that Cooper's on-screen persona contradicts with his personality. "He is ridiculously different in real life. He is very vulnerable — insecure is not the right word ... And there's a warmth to him you would never know."[9] A writer for International Business Times[image: External link] adds that Cooper, despite being in his 40s, has a "boyish charm and laid-back personality."[134] Cooper believes that his personality relates to acting: "I enjoy people, that makes this profession a lot easier, and I can sleep anywhere. That's a skill."[7] He cites actor Daniel Day-Lewis[image: External link], who he thinks is "the greatest", as an influence.[6]

As part of a career analysis, IndieWire's Oliver Lyttelton notes that early in his career, Cooper was typecast[image: External link] as "weaselly boyfriends or best friends in mainstream comedies", but he later became one of Hollywood[image: External link]'s most accomplished actors after starring in several successful films.[135] Cooper is known for appearing in a range of films;[136] writing for The Hollywood Reporter, Bill Phelps credits him for "opt[ing] for the challenging and provocative, the small and interesting, risking the laid-back image that propelled him to fame."[9] The Daily Beast[image: External link]'s Oliver Lyttelton agrees, remarking: "Cooper ... regularly ventures outside his grinning-stud comfort zone by taking on roles that, on the surface, might not necessarily seem like perfect matches."[137] Time magazine writes of Cooper's craft: "It's hard to make people, especially your friends, forget who you are onscreen. But Bradley's that good."[138]

Cooper's sex appeal[image: External link] has been noted by several media outlets including People[image: External link] magazine which named him Sexiest Man Alive in 2011.[139] He was initially uncomfortable with the accolade, but later found it funny.[7] Also in 2011, he was dubbed International Man of the Year by GQ[image: External link] and appeared in AskMen's 49 most influential men.[140][141] He ranked tenth on Empire's list of the 100 Sexiest Movie Stars in 2013.[142] He was one of the highest-paid actors in the world from 2013 to 2015, earning $28 million, $46 million, and $41.5 million, respectively.[143] Forbes ranked him first on their Celebrity 100: Ones To Watch list in 2013.[144] In 2014 and 2015, he featured on Celebrity 100, a list based on the income and popularity of celebrities, as selected annually by Forbes.[145] Time magazine named him one of the 100 most influential people in the world in 2015.[138]
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 Works and awards




Main articles: Bradley Cooper on screen and stage[image: External link] and list of awards and nominations[image: External link]


According to the review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] and box-office website Box Office Mojo, Cooper's most critically and commercially successful films include Wedding Crashers[image: External link] (2005), The Hangover[image: External link] (2009), Limitless[image: External link] (2011), Silver Linings Playbook (2012), American Hustle (2013), Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link] (2014) and American Sniper[image: External link] (2014).[80][146] Among his stage roles, he has appeared in a Broadway[image: External link] revival of The Elephant Man[image: External link] (2014–15), for which he was nominated for a Tony Award for Best Actor in a Play[image: External link].[91]

Cooper is one of the ten actors to receive an Academy Award[image: External link] nomination in three consecutive years.[a] Between 2013 and 2015, he was nominated for Best Actor[image: External link] (for Silver Linings Playbook and American Sniper), Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] (for American Hustle) and Best Picture[image: External link] (for American Sniper).[102] He has also been nominated for two British Academy Film Awards: Best Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link] for Silver Linings Playbook and Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link] for American Hustle, and two Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]: Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link] for Silver Linings Playbook and Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture[image: External link] for American Hustle.[77][84]
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 Notes






	
^ a b Other actors who have received nominations in three consecutive years include: Spencer Tracy[image: External link], Gary Cooper[image: External link], Gregory Peck[image: External link], Marlon Brando[image: External link], Richard Burton[image: External link], Jack Nicholson[image: External link], William Hurt[image: External link], and Russell Crowe[image: External link], while Al Pacino[image: External link] received nominations in four consecutive years.[102]
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