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In "What Nietzsche Taught," Willard Huntington Wright delves into the complex philosophy of Friedrich Nietzsche, offering a comprehensive analysis that is both accessible and thought-provoking. Through a meticulous exploration of themes such as the √úbermensch, the eternal recurrence, and the critiques of morality, Wright employs a clear yet sophisticated literary style that invites readers to engage deeply with Nietzsche's revolutionary ideas. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century intellectualism, this work stands as a vital commentary on existentialism and modernity, skillfully contextualizing Nietzsche's influence on contemporary thought. Willard Huntington Wright, known for his multifaceted career as a novelist, philosopher, and literary critic, draws from his diverse background to provide a rich understanding of Nietzsche's teachings. His own quest for meaning and examination of philosophical systems reflects the cultural tensions of his time, particularly the shift from Victorian moralism to modern existential inquiry. Such personal and intellectual undercurrents not only inform his analysis but also demonstrate Wright's commitment to confronting the complexities of human existence, as inspired by Nietzsche'Äôs radical perspectives. Readers searching for a profound insight into Nietzsche's philosophies will find "What Nietzsche Taught" to be an invaluable guide. Wright's insightful interpretation invites both scholars and casual readers to reconsider the implications of Nietzsche's thought in a modern context, making this work a compelling addition to any philosophical library.
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In "Witch-Doctors," Charles Beadle delves into the intricate interplay between folklore, spirituality, and the psyche, providing a sophisticated examination of the role of witch doctors within various cultures. Through rich narrative and vivid descriptions, Beadle employs an anthropological lens that interweaves personal anecdotes with historical accounts, creating a tapestry that illustrates the witch doctor'Äôs significance in both healing and societal structuring. His literary style is marked by lyrical prose and insightful commentary, ensuring that readers could appreciate the complex historical context that surrounds these enigmatic figures, particularly in indigenous cultures where traditional medicine and beliefs thrive amidst modernity. Charles Beadle, a noted anthropologist and cultural historian, draws from his extensive travels and fieldwork in remote communities to inform his writing. His background and academic pursuits have granted him a unique perspective on the cultural significance of witch doctors, allowing him to unearth the nuances of belief systems that govern human existence. Beadle's encounters with various healing practices serve as a foundation for his exploration into the psychological dimensions of faith and healing, illuminating pathways to understanding humanity's deeper existential questions. "Witch-Doctors" is an essential read for anyone intrigued by the intersection of culture, psychology, and spirituality. Beadle invites readers to engage with the profound narratives of witch doctors, urging them to reconsider the boundaries of science and belief. This book not only enhances our understanding of traditional practices but also challenges us to reflect on our own perceptions of healing and authority in contemporary society.
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In "The Belief in Immortality and the Worship of the Dead," James George Frazer explores the profound intersection of mortality, belief, and ritual across cultures. Through a meticulous analysis of ethnographic evidence, Frazer articulates the diverse beliefs surrounding death and the afterlife, framing them within a broader context of human psychology and social evolution. His literary style melds narrative clarity with critical scholarship, making complex themes accessible to a broad audience. Frazer's inquiries reflect the burgeoning field of anthropology in the early 20th century, positioning ritual and belief systems as crucial elements in understanding cultural development. James George Frazer, a pioneering Scottish anthropologist and folklorist, is best known for his landmark work "The Golden Bough." His extensive studies of myth and religion were influenced by his academic background in classical studies, which instilled in him a reverence for the interrelation of belief and culture. Frazer'Äôs fascination with the spiritual dimensions of life undoubtedly informed his exploration of how societies cope with the concept of mortality and the rituals enacted to honor the dead. This insightful work is essential for anyone intrigued by the intersections of anthropology, psychology, and religious studies. Frazer's analysis offers profound revelations into how humanity has historically sought to transcend mortality, making this book a vital addition to the library of scholars and laypersons alike.
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In "Vergilius: A Tale of the Coming of Christ," Irving Bacheller weaves a rich narrative that intertwines the life of the historical poet Virgil with the imminent arrival of Christianity. Set against the backdrop of ancient Rome, the novel illuminates the spiritual and cultural landscapes of the era, portrayed through Bacheller's evocative prose and intricate character development. The literary style employs deep symbolism and poetic language, reflecting Bacheller's reverence for classical literature while embracing the transformative power of faith, thereby situating the work within the broader context of American Renaissance literature that seeks to reconcile tradition with modernity. Irving Bacheller, an influential author of the early 20th century, drew upon his deep understanding of classical texts and personal spirituality when crafting "Vergilius." His background in journalism and fiction writing, coupled with his exploration of spiritual themes throughout his career, provided him a unique lens to articulate the tensions between pagan traditions and emerging Christian beliefs. Bacheller'Äôs passion for storytelling, combined with his literary talents, culminates in a work that reflects both historical authenticity and profound introspection. This book is highly recommended for readers interested in historical fiction that delves into the intersections of faith, culture, and morality. Bacheller'Äôs thoughtful exploration of Virgil'Äôs journey offers not only entertainment but invites reflection on timeless questions of existence and belief, making it a significant addition to the canon of American literature.
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In "Elizabethan Demonology," Thomas Alfred Spalding intricately explores the rich tapestry of belief, superstition, and the complex cultural dynamics surrounding demonology during the Elizabethan era. Spalding employs a meticulous scholarly style that blends historical analysis with literary critique, examining texts from canonical authors such as Christopher Marlowe and William Shakespeare, while drawing connections to contemporary societal anxieties about witchcraft and the supernatural. The book situates itself within the broader context of Renaissance humanism, illuminating how societal shifts influenced perceptions of good and evil, as well as the role of the individual in confronting these forces. Thomas Alfred Spalding, a noted literary scholar and historian, has devoted much of his academic career to exploring the intersections of literature, history, and cultural studies. His deep-rooted interest in the socio-political landscapes of the 16th century informs his analysis, allowing him to provide insight into how personal and collective fears manifested in literary ways. Spalding'Äôs extensive background in Elizabethan literature enhances his exploration of the multifaceted views on demonology that permeated the period. "Elizabethan Demonology" is an essential read for scholars and enthusiasts of Renaissance literature and cultural history. Spalding'Äôs thorough examination not only enriches our understanding of the era'Äôs literary works but also encourages reflection on how these historical perceptions of demonic forces continue to resonate in contemporary discussions about morality and faith.
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It is the writer’s firm conviction, in these days when the most enthusiastic “bookworm” cannot even keep up with the titles of the book output, that an earnest, sensible reason should be given for adding another to the already endless list of books. We have enough books to-day, “good, bad, indifferent,” with which, if they were collected, to build another Cyclops pyramid. The sage of the Old Testament declared in his day, concerning the endless making of books; such a statement, compared with modern writing and publishing of books, sounds amusing.

Every possible subject, vagary, or ism, for which a book could be written, is overworked. Bible themes of all grades, from orthodoxy to ultra higher criticism, have flooded the land. Especially is the iconoclast in much evidence; he is free lance, and shows no quarters. Cardinal tenets of Bible faith, so long unquestioned, are being smitten with a merciless hand. Disintegration is the most obvious fact among us; nothing is too sacred for the crucible of what is termed “scholarship.”

But why this book? Let us take a little survey. Over against the modern idea, that the race is endowed with all the inherent elements of goodness necessary to its regeneration, there is a correspondent belief that evil is only an error. When the race by social and mental evolution succeeds in eliminating all the superstitions and false dogmas, the body politic will be self-curative, like the physical body, restoring itself by means of inspiration, respiration, exercise, sleep, food, etc., once the causes of disease are eliminated from the system.

For several decades we have been approaching the doctrine which denies all Personalism—either good or bad. When we repudiate the Bible teaching, that the source of all evil emanates from a great Personality, the Bible teaching of the Incarnation suffers in the same proportion.

The title of this book is a question, and one by no means strained, if considered from the view-point of modern thought. We have undertaken an answer. If by reason and revelation we can arrive at a satisfactory conclusion, the gain thereby cannot be overestimated. If the personality of Satan can be successfully consigned to the religious junk pile, our Bible is at once thrown into a jumble of contradictions and inconsistencies. The result will be even worse than our enemies claim for it now. One of the late recognized writers on the Old Testament says: “The Old Testament is no longer considered valuable among scholars as a sacred oracle, but it is valuable in that it is the history of a people.” If the Devil is a Myth, our Bible can be nothing better than historical chaos.

In the preparation of these pages, we wish to acknowledge with deep gratitude the assistance of Mr. S. D. Gordon, author of “Quiet Talks”; Dr. I. M. Haldeman, author and preacher; Dr. Gross Alexander, editor, author, and preacher; Dr. W. B. Godbey, an author of great learning and extensive travel; Dr. B. Carradine, evangelist and author; Dr. H. C. Morrison, college president, editor, author, and evangelist; Prof. L. T. Townsend, and Hon. Philip Mauro.

If the reading of this book shall bring to any struggling soul helpful information concerning our common Enemy, we shall be doubly repaid for the labour of its preparation. We send it forth saturated with prayer.

C. F. W.

Madisonville, Ky.
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THE PROBLEM OF EVIL

“And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”—Genesis vi. 5.

That we may appreciate this discussion, removed as far as possible from theological terminology and theories, and get a concrete view-point, the following head-lines from a single issue of a metropolitan daily will suffice: “War Clouds Hanging Low;” “Men Higher Up Involved;” “Eighty-seven Divorces On Docket;” “Blood Flows In the Streets;” “Gaunt Hunger Among Strikers;” “Arrested For Forgery;” “A White Slave Victim;” “Attempted Train Robbery;” “Kills Wife and Ends Own Life;” “Two Men Bite Dust;” “Investigate Bribery.”

This fearful list may be duplicated almost every day in the year. Our land is deluged with crime, without respect to person or place; its blight touches all circles from the slum to the four hundred. Wealth and poverty, culture and ignorance, fame and obscurity, suffer alike from this Pandora Box scourge. The march of history—the pilgrimage of the race, has enjoyed but little respite from tears and blood. Those who strive to maintain a standard of purity, righteousness, and honour, are beset by strange, powerful, intangible influences, from the cradle to the grave. The child in swaddling clothes has a predisposition to willfullness, deception, and disobedience; paroxysms of passion and anger are manifested with the slightest provocation.

Notwithstanding the barriers thrown up by the home and society; the incentives and assurances for noble, industrious living, the dykes are continually giving way, so that police power and the frowning walls of penal institutions are insufficient to check the overflow. The Church of God, with its open Book, ringing out messages of life and hope at every corner; the object lessons on the “wages of sin,” sweeping in full view before us, like the reel-film of a motion picture—do not seem to lessen the harvest of moral shipwreck.

According to some recent police records and statistics, only about one-half of the country’s criminals are apprehended; if this is true of those who violate the law, a much smaller per cent. of those who break the perfect moral law, as related to domestic and religious life, are ever exposed. When these facts are considered, the perspective for the reign of righteousness is lurid and hopeless. The country has been amazed, recently, at the revelations of how municipal and national treasuries are being looted by extortion, extravagance, and misrule, on the part of men holding positions as a sacred trust. Civilization fosters and maintains a traffic which has not one redeeming feature; besides killing directly and indirectly more men daily than were blown up in the battle-ship Maine.

Let us view the problem of evil from another angle: a writer on the subject of food supplies says the earth each year furnishes an abundant quantity of fruits, meats, cereals, and vegetables to feed all her peoples; yet gaunt famine is never entirely removed. Even in America a surprising per cent. of our people are underfed and underclothed. “Fifty thousand go to bed hungry every night in New York City,” declares a professor of economics. The same ratio obtains in other large cities of our land. Scenes of pinching poverty occur within a few blocks of the most wanton luxury and extravagance. One lady spends fifty thousand dollars—enough to satisfy all the hungry—on one evening’s entertainment. Oranges rot on the Pacific coast by car-loads, when the children of the Ghetto scarcely taste them.

Nature fills her storehouses, and tries to scatter with a prodigal hand, but her resources are cornered and controlled by a criminal system which revolves around the “almighty dollar”—the root of all evil.

Are we to conclude that man’s free agency is responsible for this moral monstrosity? Or, to be theologically particular, shall we say, free agency dominated by an innate disposition to evil: human depravity, original sin, the carnal mind? Allowing the fullest latitude to the free moral agency of the race; allowing the evil nature, like the foul soil producing a continuous crop of vile weeds, to produce an inexorable bent, or predisposition to sin, operating on man’s free agency—have we a full and sufficient explanation of the presence and power of Evil?

The carnal mind is enmity with God, not subject to His laws; but the carnal mind is in competition with a human nature, wherein are found emotions and sentiments that are far from being all sinful: sympathy, tenderness, benevolence, paternal and filial love, sex-love, and honesty. Again, we rarely find environment as an unmixed evil. Notwithstanding these hindrances the press almost daily has details and delineations of crimes so fearful and shocking that no trace of the human appears. Frequently we hear of a man, who has committed some dreadful outrage, personified as “beast,” “fiend,” “inhuman,” etc. A young man in his teens, wishing to marry, but being under age and without sufficient means, decided that if he could dispose of his father, mother, brother, and sister—the farm and property would all be his, then, unmolested, could consummate his matrimonial plans. Whereupon, armed with an axe, at the midnight hour, he executes his “fiendish” plot. Another man, with a young and beautiful wife, and the father of two bright children, becomes infatuated with a young woman in a distant state; he woos and wins her affections; he returns home to arrange “some business matters” on the day preceding the wedding. This business matter was to dispose of his wife and children, which he did; on the following night, led to the marriage altar an innocent, unsuspecting girl. A young minister commits double murder, and on the following day enters his pulpit and preaches from the text: “Let the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord.”

These cases are actual occurrences, mentioned for emphasis only, that the problem of evil may be studied from life. These examples prove conclusively that the problem goes deeper than human depravity or free agency; both are accessories—conditions, binding cords, as it were, but the jarring stroke comes from a mightier hand.

The unregenerated heart has been called a “playground,” and a “coaling station” for the headmaster of all villainies. It was more than wounded pride and vanity that propagated the scheme of Haman, whereby a whole nation was to be destroyed at a single stroke. Vengeance and hate are terrible passions, but only as they are fanned by the breath of an inhabitant of the Inferno can they go to such extremes. It was more than a desire to crush out heresy that could instigate a “St. Bartholomew’s Day,” then sing the Te Deum after the bloody deed was accomplished.
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