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         A book of happy accidents and improvisations that would be a lovely addition to any teacher’s bookshelf …

         Ian McMillan, poet, broadcaster and comedian 
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         Learning is natural; sometimes it gets difficult and then the learner gets stuck. When we get stuck we need a teacher who makes it feel natural to want to get learning again. Hywel Roberts is one of these. In real life he is a teacher who finds the way to open doors, include the loner, create the hook or dilemma that cannot be side-stepped … the sort of teacher who entices the learner and reduces resistance.

         His book talks with the reader, the teacher who wants to think again about how they are in the classroom, around the school and in the staffroom. The stream of ideas for engaging with pupils and making learning live are supported by a down-to-earth conversation about how it really is in the day-to-day life of the school. It makes you smile, wince, laugh, and ponder … and most of all think: think how enjoyable teaching can be if we invest in ourselves as teachers.

         Open it anywhere … it is full of gems.

         Mick Waters, Professor of Education at Wolverhampton University 
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         It’s no accident that Hywel Roberts – himself a world leader in enthusiasm – has written a must read book for teachers. Oops! Helping children learn accidentally brings together insight, pizzazz, wit and quirkiness into one happy place, it’s a joy of a book written by a great teacher. Easy to read, practical, full of great ideas and invention – it’s more than a book, it’s a treatise on positivity and a reminder of why it’s great to be a teacher.

         Alistair Smith, learning consultant and author, www.alistairsmithlearning.com
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         There can be little doubt that the new book Hywel has written is tantalising, and so useful for the new teacher. It will, I am sure, stand alongside iconic publications that hit the ‘common touch’ as the truth is so sharp in the contexts he writes and explores.

         Hywel has, at long last, launched a war on the ‘drains’, i.e. those mis-named teachers who glory in pouring toxic substances all over anything ‘child centred’ in schooling, and shrieks like a Greek Siren the awful warning that to ignore the drawing power of these malice makers means professional death.

         I liked the text a lot as it reminded me of all the wonderful moments in my teaching career – the fun, the joy of working with spotty youth, the challenges of facing the classes almost impossible to teach and finding a way to get through.

         We hear the voice of a true pioneer, clear and sure in the belief that teaching is an amalgam of so many things beyond ‘subject knowledge’. The book races along at an almost breathless speed – just like the writer.

         I am envious that this book has been written so well and captures so much.

         In all the showers of experience that Hywel brings the reader, we see a humility born out of experience and a deep knowing of young people. We also know that the book has been written from first-hand experience – so rare in today’s awful target-driven texts. Hywel has much experience in an area of woeful economic deprivation after the closure of the steel industry, as well as the deepening depression occurring in the north.

         But no ‘doom and gloom’ indulgences are allowed. We are reminded of the continuing professional responsibility of bringing learning to life and we keep getting very clear guidance for newcomers as well as reminders for us oldies of how we have to keep vigilant to make our teaching count.

         Luke Abbott, Director of Mantle of the Expert
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         As someone who struggles to finish educational literature, I knew I was onto a winner early on when Morrissey and Jaws’ Chief Brody were key references.

         This book had Hywel Roberts’ inspirational stamp of wit and infectious enthusiasm running right through its core; I read the whole book with a huge grin on my face, often laughing out loud or whispering, ‘Aw, I love that!’ I felt like I had been let in on his secret and I had - it’s a mindset, not a technique. Where else would you be instructed to ensure that ‘Happiness’ was in your curriculum?

         Hywel’s emphasis on connecting at a human level ensures children have a relevant and memorable experience with a real person, whom he encourages to be brave and embrace the unexpected and in turn empower pupils to question and steer their own learning. It’s so steeped in common sense that you can’t disagree with it!

         The novel illustrations, acronyms and lists really made me chuckle; I promise to now ‘embrace the emo kid’. The subtle reinterpretations of popular sayings kept me on my toes, although my mind didn’t wander once. What would take many people half a page to say, Hywel encapsulates in one word or drawing. I have come away with a whole new vocabulary to tap me on the shoulder as I plan and teach, to remind me of my purpose and keep me on track.

         Rather than lesson plans and schemes of work, there are inspiring anecdotes from all phases, so there are no ‘get outs’; he has succeeded at luring children of all ages and backgrounds into actively learning.

         As I read, not only did I constantly reflect on my own ‘botheredness’ but kept adding to the internal list I was forming of people to buy this for. At a time in my career when I am filled with self-doubt and fear, this book is like a magic medicine that reminds me why I became a teacher and empowers me to buy a stack of sticky notes and fat pens and start ‘digging’, ‘luring’ and ‘raving’ in my own classroom on Monday morning.

         In short, it’s BLUMMIN’ BRILLIANT!

         Ruth Saxton, Primary School Teacher and Chair for NATD
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         Quirky, creative and personable, Hywel is a gifted teacher with a passion for enabling others. In this gem of a book he shares his passion for captivating children through memorable learning experiences. If you want the children in your school to make great progress and remember you as a teacher who made learning fun, dip into this book for inspiration and ideas.

         Diane Heritage, Deputy Lead Associate, North of England National College 
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         Reading Hywel’s book has been a pleasure. As a primary teacher for over twenty years, with the additional role of ‘Creativity Coordinator’ tagged on for good measure, I was ‘hooked’ by the first sentence of the foreword: ‘Good teachers are great liars’! I immediately wanted to know more, and especially as I’ve been lucky enough to hear Hywel present training to teachers, the ‘preferably read it with a Barnsley accent’ had me intrigued.

         The last thing I need is book about teaching theory; no busy teacher needs that. We get enough theory and hoops to jump through from senior management, Government initiatives and the continual pressure of the inspectors arriving to give ourselves more reading for reading’s sake. Hywel’s book is not like that. Yes, it contains theory, it talks about learning and child-centredness but it is also inspiring, easy to read and is filled to the rafters with practical application; things I can steal and adapt for my learners and for me; things that actually work and will invigorate my teaching practice without it once making me doubt my own ability. Things that have made me go ‘hmmmm?!’.

         As I read through the book (literally from cover to cover) I was struck by the cleverness of the ‘Lists’. Hywel writes lists and bullet points throughout. ‘Top 10s’ and ‘Top 5s’, Lists of the Bests and the Worsts, Things-to-do, Things-not-to-do, bullet-pointed action points and superb summing-ups. All of these appeal to me, and are RELEVANT. Relevance is a recurring theme. The book contains simple, effective illustrations, brilliant ‘sliding scales’ to provoke thought and reflection on who and where I am as a teacher and I acknowledge to myself now that I will be recommending Hywel’s book to so many of my colleagues: from students and NQTs who will absorb and adapt the suggestions without resistance, to the older switched-off colleagues who have arrived at the point of forgetting what the point is in being the teacher and lead learner. The book offers something for everyone engaged in education, whether that engagement is currently active or not. It is for those of us who love teaching and are instinctively creative in what we do but always want to be better at it. It is also, most importantly, for those who are not sure how to be creative, or how to liven the classroom and the learning for which we are responsible. And for those who may have accidentally switched to standby, waiting for something or someone to reactivate them, this is that switch.

         I would regard myself as BRAVE (read the book to find out what Hywel means by this) but I will go back to this for inspiration and to refresh my teaching over and over. I would like to thank Hywel on behalf of my future pupils, who will undoubtedly pass through my classes and accidently learn more than they would have if I had not read this book.

         Susan Coates, St Gregory’s RC Primary School, South Shields 

         
            
[image: ]
            

         

         Oops! must be essential reading for student teachers. It is a dossier for practical teaching and describes the pedagogy of ‘the buzzing’. Hywel Roberts offers a book that is a filled to capacity with drama-led ideas that are far from a performance and without a leotard in sight. I am buying a copy for each of the team at school.

         Richard Kieran, Headteacher, Woodrow First School
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         What fun!! This book is packed full of practical ideas to make your classroom an engaging, exciting and fun place to be – whatever the age of your pupils. Less is more when it comes to teaching and learning: less teacher direction and control – more learning for the learners.

         Hywel makes the art of questioning, waiting and trusting learners to rise to the situation safer and less scary for teachers. Go on – try one or two of his ideas … they really work.

         I’m so tempted to go back to the classroom to use more of Hywel’s brilliant and inspiring ideas with young learners. I’ll certainly be using his techniques with the groups of leaders I work with. I know they will make me better at helping people learn.

         Enjoy. I intend to …

         Thank you Hywel.

         Karen Ardley, Karen Ardley Associates 
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         This is a book of ‘substance’ (not that sort!) which speaks to you with formidable experience and gregarious humour. Examples of Hywel’s experience are interwoven throughout the chapters. As is the humour! Hywel highlights the essence of enjoyment, necessary for all learners, including the teachers. Inspirational ideas spill as the book progresses and all written in such a direct style that you cannot help but ‘see the light’. Great thanks indeed go to Hywel for being so generous in sharing his experiences. A must-read for all who work with children.

         Julie Bruck, Advanced Skills Teacher, Barnsley
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         It’s fair to say that we sometimes get books that we think we ought to read, trust me this is a book that you will want to read! I read it in two sittings as I couldn’t put it down – cliché? – well I defy you to start reading it and see for yourself. It should come with a few warnings though:

         Don’t read it in a public place – you will get strange looks when you sit there laughing out loud!

         This book will cause you to question your own teaching, methods, approaches and motivation – be prepared to do some serious thinking about your own classroom. When was the last time you ‘lured’ your pupils into their learning? Hywel talks about ‘igniting curiosity’, ‘capturing imagination’ and ‘botheredness’!

         As a result of your thinking – this book will then cause you more soul-searching as you begin to take risks – stepping out of your comfort zone is never easy!

         One of the key strengths of this book is that it’s written by a practising teacher – one who ‘gets it’, who is dealing with a whole range of pupils and their attitudes – it’s not a ‘worthy tome by someone who hasn’t been in a classroom for years’ … it’s amazing the number of times he hits the nail on the head. The positivity of this book is really refreshing; patience, being a radiator not a drain, what is MY usp … some of these I know but I just needed reminding as it’s easy to get tired and lack the energy to be creative and BRAVE!

         However, to borrow one of Hywel’s favourite words – you’ll be ‘buzzing’ when you’ve read this!

         Buzzing with ideas, enthusiasm, a sense of ‘I want to give that a go’ … definitely a read for teachers who want to be reinspired! I want to be that ‘positive teacher’, excuse me while I just reread …… Oops!

         PS please read page 25 – number 1 – that’s me … I’m officially a good teacher [image: ] as I just LOVE stationery shops!

         Jane Hewitt, AST Dearne ALC, Barnsley and affiliate of Creative Teaching & Learning magazine 
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         At last there is a book to cover all bases. Whether you are a student teacher, NQT or school leader, this is a genuine guide to push your own practice. Do you want to be an outstanding teacher? Do you want to lead an outstanding school? Read this book and your life will be a whole load easier. I’d like to think that all the ‘Drains’ who sit in staffrooms throughout the country will soon be reading this book in their PPA time instead of perusing the tabloid press or playing chess!

         Hywel Roberts combines his knowledge of cutting-edge pedagogy with humour and genuine experience to provide an unpretentious guide to teaching. Reading this book made me laugh, remember the dark days of my own education and some memories of my early days in the classroom. It also made me nod, think, reflect, learn and enthuse about the job we all do. If you are a teacher, or want to be a teacher, please read this book!

         Dave Whitaker, Executive Deputy Headteacher, Springwell Community School 
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         Oops! is about principles. It’s about a mentality that encourages us to drop the reins of rigid, boring schemes of work and instead create learning that is exciting and relevant! Via practical ideas, anecdote and dry wit, Roberts’ magnificent work dares us to believe that we can make it so.

         Jamie Portman, Assistant Headteacher, Campsmount Technology College
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         Educators! Look to your laurels! There’s a hip, young(ish) gunslinger coming at ya straight outta Barnsley, and he’s gonna change the way you think! Hywel Roberts is a magpie’s intellect writing like a man with two brains on a heavyweight jag of a particularly garrulous amphetamine. His message is that engagement is the message and in delivering it he’s sharp, he’s intellectually underpinned, he’s effervescent, he’s the teacher you wished your teachers had seen teach.

         In Oops! Helping Children Learn Accidentally he’s produced a cornucopic (I know it doesn’t exist – it should) antidote to cynicism; a call to arms. It’s part memoir, part guide, part surreal series of disembodied lists, part methodology for being the kind of maverick who gets better results than anyone else and that the kids like better than they like you (!) Read it, shed your teaching skin, and there’ll be no danger that you’ll ever, ever become what Hywel memorably calls, ‘A monkey. A puppet. A monkey puppet.’

         Phil Beadle, Teacher, Education Consultant and Author
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            For Maria and Tom: everything to me

         


      

   


   
      

         
            Foreword

         

         Good teachers are great liars. They create all sorts of untruths, weaving a whole tangled web of deception on a daily basis in order to trick children into learning, despite their best intentions to the contrary. They lie. They cheat. They deceive. They hoodwink. And they have their own language of deceit too. ‘Let’s imagine …’. ‘Let’s pretend …’. ‘What if …?’.

         In order to go through the artificial process of teaching children about things that aren’t there (volcanoes, poverty, desert islands, molecules, God …) they have to act as if they were there.

         Lies, all lies.

         To make the lies work, that is to say to ensure they remain invisible, the duplicitous teacher must also ensure the learners join in the deceit too. ‘If you were a poor abandoned dog, how would you be feeling at this moment?’ is a question whose structure guarantees that children have to join in the lie in order to respond. ‘But I’m not a dog!’ won’t help. ‘But if I were a dog, I’m sure I would be too cute to be abandoned’ is better. Just.

         This is what good teachers do. They create alternative possibilities, different realities, ones that are enticing to young minds, ones that lure children in. Teacher as Child Catcher.

         (Poor quality teachers, on the other hand, think their job is to impart knowledge, dry facts that are as real as that volcano they are studying on the other side of the world and remain just as distant.)

         Children may learn real facts about real volcanoes but they will absorb and remember everything there is to know about made-up volcanoes that could erupt at any time in the corner of the classroom. In the science of memory, context memory (real-life learning) trumps content learning (‘”Fact, fact, fact!” repeated Thomas Gradgrind.’) every time. Deceit is what is used to make it real. Want them to know about the truth? Start with lies. Works every time.

         Hywel Roberts’ pants are usually on fire. He is a master fabulist, a weaver of complete and utter nonsense (flying machines, talking dogs, mad women on supposedly uninhabited islands …). His ability to make lies out of facts knows no bounds. Whenever he sees something real he likes the look of – a photo, a story, an object, a toy – the question first to his treacherous mind is this one:

         Where’s the curriculum in that?

         In other words, how can I exploit this discovery and turn it into a fantasy to trick children into learning? This is what Oops! is all about – the ability to pluck the curriculum from the environment, wrap it up in a tissue of lies for the classroom and trick children into learning about it. Oops!, I just taught you something while we were having fun and making stuff up. Oops!, I just learned something and I came to school today determined to repel all assaults on my ignorance. Damn you, Mr Roberts!!

         Drama is a great way of lying to children but, although Hywel draws from his experience of using drama to help children learn well, this is not a book about drama in the classroom. Far from it. This book – best read in a Barnsley accent wherever possible – is full of ideas and activities to bring the learning alive in many, many ways and will seriously challenge the nature of your teaching.

         So, read this book, seek out the curriculum that is found all around you, take it, then turn it into a big fat lie with which to trick your children into learning everything there is about it.

         And may God have mercy on your soul.

         Ian Gilbert

Santiago

March 2012
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            Stop Teaching Me When I’m Trying to Learn

         

         

         

         When dealing with people, remember you are dealing with creatures of emotion, not creatures of logic.

         Dale Carnegie

         
             

         

         Get a room full of teachers together. Ask them to talk to each other about teaching. Watch their faces fall as they speak. Observe the heads that shake and the shoulders that shrug. Watch them indicate with their hands the current frustrations they feel – kids, government, leadership, time, resources. Listen as the silence falls when they look to you to move the meeting on.

         Right … Get a room full of teachers together. Ask them to share with each other their guilty pleasures (nothing too dark!).

         [image: ]Teacher guilty pleasures (that I’ve heard from teachers themselves)

         
            1 Carry On films (in particular Camping, Cleo and Screaming)

            2 All things David Essex

            3 Reality TV

            4 Bon Jovi

            5 A chocolate fountain in the living room

            6 Bubble bath

            7 Dolly Parton

            8 Black-and-white horror films

            9 Line dancing

            10 Musicals (not the namby-pamby modern stuff though)

         

         Now notice how they behave differently to before. Look at how they chortle and talk. Watch how they animate themselves. Observe how they share funny stuff. Stop them and ask them to move to another conversation partner. Invite them to share their guilty pleasures whilst sharing what they’ve heard from their other colleagues. Let the gossip run and encourage them to wallow in the fun. Listen to the laughter. Notice the engagement. They’re lured in: hook, line and thinker. You’ll have to call them to order. Move on …

         Okay …

         So, what’s this book about? Well, one of the toughest groups you will ever have to engage in learning are your colleagues. As Kevin Rowland of Dexys Midnight Runners said, ‘Let’s get this straight from the start’. If you can get them hooked into learning then the world is your lobster. Sadly, this book is not about engaging your colleagues. Thankfully, it’s about engaging the children in your classroom. And they’re the toughest group there is.

         When I became a teacher I was given the schemes of work and left to get on with it, which I dutifully did. In a way it was a great way to get a career going in that you learned on the job. A bit like fishmongery. Or debt-collecting. Except with twelve weeks off a year. I taught English and Drama. They are the subjects I’ve stayed loyal to and in which I have seen numerous developments over the last couple of decades. I’ve also taught Media Studies, Dance (I know) and, due to a timetabling error, Music. More recently, I taught as part of a team delivering a ‘blended curriculum’ for 11- to 13-year-olds – more of that later. The reason I’m telling you this is because I am a teacher – I’m not just some bloke in a suit who has done lots and lots of research. I’m not full-time in one school now, but I am part-time in many.

         Looking back to the time when I first stepped into a classroom, a key development has been the movement of focus in education from teaching to learning and teaching. This is what this book is about: engaging teaching that lets the children learn, often in unpredictable ways that no one envisaged, especially them. Hence the term ‘accidental learning’.

         What this book isn’t about

         
            1 Chucking out your current curriculum

            2 Punching the air and shouting, ‘Come on! Let’s do it for the kids!’

            3 Egg suking

            4 Ignoring the demands of subject coverage and external accountability

            5 Upsetting your head teacher (if you are a member of staff)

            6 Upsetting your staff (if you are a head teacher)

            7 Making stuff up as you go along

            8 Preparing for inspection

            9 Using textbooks effectively

            10 Playing the bagpipes

         

         What this book is about

         
            1 Raising your game in the classroom around learning and teaching

            2 Being brave

            3 Enabling independent thinking

            4 Getting children to expect to learn when they’re with you

            5 Getting a bigger boat

            6 Finding conventional curriculum in unconventional places

            7 Tricking children into deep learning

            8 Embracing the unpredictable

            9 The choreography behind an engaging curriculum, tried and tested

            10 Catchy lists

         

         Here’s a list of people I’ve worked with over the last few months who have helped me to hone the ideas in this book (so don’t tell me they don’t or can’t work):

         
            • Sixteen-year-olds on their first day as sixth-formers in a brand new building

            • A team of teachers for a session on using the curriculum to manage behaviour. Among the assembled were teachers who teach all ages – from 4 to 16+, home tutors and a bloke who teaches sex offenders life skills. Now that was differentiation and personalised learning wrapped up in a five-hour session

            • Teachers working in a school for children with social and emotional difficulties

            • Children who are in ‘danger’ of failing their final examinations

            • Drama skills for non-Drama teachers

            • A load of timetablers at a timetabler conference (honestly, it was buzzing)

            • A conference for PE teachers

            • Five-year-olds rescuing a really scary cat from a tree

            • A team of artists interested in working more closely with schools

            • A secondary school staff. Nothing out of the ordinary there perhaps, except it was a twilight session. And the inspectors were watching

         

         The constant theme throughout this list is learning. As professionals we need to keep learning in the same way a shark needs to keep moving, otherwise it’ll die. When we stop learning, cynicism can seep in and pretty soon we start hating kids. This book will help to keep us moving forward and my hope is that it will offer you the opportunity to reflect on your own practice.

         None of what I offer here requires you to chuck out schemes of work that you feel are tried and tested. It does however suggest that you could look at said schemes from a different perspective. Nor am I attacking the need for lesson objectives, thorough planning or measureable outcomes; what I am offering is a different way to offer content to support appropriate coverage.

         I have drawn my inspiration for this approach from a variety of sources, including the late Dorothy Heathcote’s Mantle of the Expert system. This is a fantastic approach to teaching and learning which places the child at the centre of an enterprise by being a member of a responsible team. It’s been a massive influence on me and I encourage you to look at the website www.mantleoftheexpert.com, run by Luke Abbott and Tim Taylor, for more information. The head teacher of my last school invited Dr Heathcote into our school years ago and she had a profound impact on my view of learning, teaching and engagement. She stopped me simply making up plays and enabled me to use Drama properly.

         Now, before you stick this book back on the shelf because I’ve mentioned the D-word, think again; the briefest enquiry into the work of Heathcote, Abbott and others will reveal that the Mantle of the Expert actually encompasses the entire curriculum. It’s a genuine tool for teachers, and there are many resources available on the website I’ve mentioned. This isn’t a book about the Mantle of the Expert; rather, it takes some of its inspiration from it. If the ideas in this book float your boat, then I urge you to seek out the system.

         The reason I’ve written this book is to share some ideas with you. As teachers we are constantly in search of resources and it’s great when something we discover genuinely works in a real classroom with real children and young people. All of the ideas here are genuine and are designed for you to take away, adapt and make work in your own classroom, whether you teach the youngest or the oldest. The reason I’m confident with this view is because this book not only offers ideas, but also offers ways of thinking, planning and delivering. It offers an approach that is rooted in solid expectations, productive classroom management and inductive teaching.

         Remember that moment at a theme park when you’re strapped into the roller coaster and then launched off at high speed? You’re stuck there and for the next three minutes or so you are at the mercy of a predetermined journey. As soon as it’s over, you are released and free to go. This, to me, is what many a child’s experience of school is like – with the exception that roller coasters can at least be memorable and, for a few quid, you get a picture of yourself screaming. We need to look at the learning journeys we are offering our children and ensure that they don’t emulate the roller coaster experience. We can create learning that places the child at the centre of the action where much of what happens can emerge through a supportive classroom climate, clever questioning and irresistible lures. Much of what is on offer here is based around happy learning accidents. Objectives and outcomes can be clear but we also need to embrace the unexpected and allow a deeper curriculum to emerge between them. In this book I’ll show you how.

         [image: ]Accidental discoveries

         
            1 LSD

            2 lce lollies

            3 The microwave oven

            4 Post-it notes

            5 Penicillin 

            6 Teflon

            7 Brandy

            8 Potato crisps

            9 Artificial sweetener

            10 Viagra
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The Human App


         

         

         Charity Boxing Night Ends in Brawl

         Keighley News

         
             

         

         People are great, aren’t they? You can probably play out the story behind the headline in your own imagination: can you see the charity fight going on, the bell signalling the end of a round, the people shaking collection buckets for change? Then can you sense the tension? Something clicks and suddenly everything kicks off. The referee jumps out of the ring whilst members of the audience leap in, fists flying, and the two boxers look on bemused. Sense and sensibility are sidelined in favour of aggression and anger.

         I, Robot 

         I recently worked with a class of 10- and 11-year-olds during which I told them I had received a message from the government saying that teachers were going to be replaced by androids. I described the androids as Terminator-esque and really cool. You will be able to see through that but remember these were 10-year-olds. Straight away, the children were hooked in – in particular the hard-to-reach-but-biddable boys. I had thrown a context at them using the lure of a government message. This bait grips the children so that learning can take place within that context. The context is the fiction that surrounds the lure itself which the teacher can develop in line with their own aims and objectives. If we were to broaden this out to a process, this is what it might look like: 
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         Let me explain further. This lure process invites children to share their own view of the world and their place within it by promoting enquiry, questioning, problem-solving, empathy and empowerment. In creating a lure process the teacher needs to begin with the curriculum: What learning is required by the class? What skills do my children need to achieve my objectives? What do I want the learning to look like in my classroom? What strategies and techniques can I use to metaphorically leave the classroom?

         In establishing a lure, it is important to choose something that will grip a class – something that will ignite curiosity and inquisition. Through skilled application, the lure can become a vessel of deep learning and open up various opportunities for children to articulate responses. These could be written, spoken, drawn or sung – the key to the response is that it will be human and authentic.

         Back to teacher terminators … 

The regular class teacher I was supporting wanted the children to look at how they learn in class, what was important to them and what they wanted the relationship with the teacher to be like in order to get the most out of their time in class (CLASS = Come in Late And Start Sleeping).

         Using the model, this is what happened.

         
            1 Context established and lure revealed: In my role as a secretive government official, I bring a letter to the class and share it. This is the lure. It reveals that the government has plans to replace all teachers with androids and the views of the children are being canvassed. After the initial excitement, the questions begin. The official, known as Mr X, then asks the children to ‘sign’ an Official Secrets Act. They do this by placing their thumb print on a piece of paper passed around the room. One question asked is ‘Can I tell my Mum and Dad?’ Mr X replies, ‘They already know.’
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