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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Payback (2016) was a professional wrestling pay-per-view (PPV) and WWE Network event, produced by WWE. It took place on May 1, 2016, at the Allstate Arena in the Chicago suburb of Rosemont, Illinois. It was the fourth event in the Payback chronology. Eight matches were contested at the event, with two being shown on the pre-show. In the main event, Roman Reigns defeated AJ Styles to retain the WWE World Heavyweight Championship. Critics gave mixed reactions for the event and mocked WWE for promoting the event as the start of a "new era" despite employing several storylines they have been using since the late 1990s. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 173 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The 1918 flu pandemic (January 1918 – December 1920) was an unusually deadly influenza pandemic, the first of the two pandemics involving H1N1 influenza virus. It infected 500 million people across the world, including remote Pacific islands and the Arctic, and resulted in the deaths of 50 to 100 million (three to five percent of the world's population), making it one of the deadliest natural disasters in human history. Disease had already greatly limited life expectancy in the early 20th century. A considerable spike occurred at the time of the pandemic, specifically the year 1918. Life expectancy in the United States alone dropped by about 12 years. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 261 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Human embryogenesis is the process of cell division and cellular differentiation of the embryo that occurs during the early stages of development. In biological terms, human development entails growth from a one-celled zygote to an adult human being. Fertilisation occurs when the sperm cell successfully enters and fuses with an egg cell (ovum). The genetic material of the sperm and egg then combine to form a single cell called a zygote and the germinal stage of prenatal development commences. Embryogenesis covers the first eight weeks of development; at the beginning of the ninth week the embryo is termed a fetus. Human embryology is the study of this development during the first eight weeks after fertilisation. The normal period of gestation (pregnancy) is nine months or 38 weeks. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 435 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Asperger syndrome (AS), also known as Asperger's, is a developmental disorder characterized by significant difficulties in social interaction and nonverbal communication, along with restricted and repetitive patterns of behavior and interests. As a milder autism spectrum disorder (ASD), it differs from other ASDs by relatively normal language and intelligence. Although not required for diagnosis, physical clumsiness and unusual use of language are common. Signs usually begin before two years old and typically last for a person's entire life. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 379 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Australia (, , ), officially the Commonwealth of Australia, is a country comprising the mainland of the Australian continent, the island of Tasmania and numerous smaller islands. It is the world's sixth-largest country by total area. The neighbouring countries are Papua New Guinea, Indonesia and East Timor to the north; the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu to the north-east; and New Zealand to the south-east. Australia's capital is Canberra, and its largest urban area is Sydney. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 982 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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24 (2016 film)






24 is a 2016 Indian Tamil-language science fiction thriller[4] film written and directed by Vikram Kumar[image: External link]. Based on the concept of time-travel, the film stars actor Suriya in triple roles, with actresses Samantha Ruth Prabhu[image: External link], Nithya Menen and Saranya Ponvannan in lead roles.

The development dates back to 2009, where the film was to feature actors Vikram and Ileana D'Cruz[image: External link] in lead roles. However, in February 2010, the project was dropped due to difference in opinions between director, producer and actor, facing rejection of the refined script. In August 2014, Suriya agreed to produce and act in the film, with principal photography commencing in Mumbai in April 2015, continuing in Nasik, Goregaon and Pune. The second phase of filming was done in Poland[image: External link] by end-September 2015. Filming was completed in Chennai[image: External link] by November 2015.

Produced by 2D Entertainment, the film has cinematography by S. Tirru[image: External link]. The soundtrack and film score are composed by A. R. Rahman, with lyrics by Vairamuthu and Madhan Karky. The film along with the dubbed Telugu[image: External link] version having the same title was released on 6 May 2016.[5] It is also dubbed in Hindi as Time Story.

The film won two awards at the 64th National Film Awards – Best Cinematography and Best Production Design.



TOP
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 Plot




Dr. Sethuraman (Suriya) is a reputed scientist and watchmaker who lives with his wife Priya (Nithya Menen) and newborn son Mani in a mansion with a laboratory. In January 1990, he invents a watch using which a person can travel back and forth in time for a maximum of 24 hours. His evil twin brother Athreya (Suriya) tries to take the watch and kills Priya in the process. Sethuraman escapes with Mani and boards a train. Before Athreya arrives, he hands Mani to a passenger named Sathyabama (Saranya Ponvannan) and pleads her to save his son. Athreya kills Sethuraman and is seriously injured in an attempt to escape. Sathyabama's father (Girish Karnad) is against her decision to save Mani, and she leaves with him for Chennai[image: External link] to honour the promise given to Sethuraman.

26 years later, Mani (Suriya) becomes a watchmaker who considers Sathyabama as his biological mother. A paralysed Athreya wakes up from coma and decides to find the watch; he hopes to go back to 1990 and save himself from the accident. In a series of incidents, Mani finds Sethuraman's watch and explores its powers. Using them, he manages to impress Sathya (Samantha Ruth Prabhu[image: External link]), his client who hails from Sathyabama's native place Gopalasamudram. Athreya's close aide Mithran (Ajay) issues an advertisement offering five crores to the one who finds Sethuraman's watch. Including Mani, many prepare the duplicate of the watch and submit them. But Athreya spots Mani's design accurate and kills him, thereby gaining possession of the watch.

Athreya is shocked to know that the watch can only help him travel back and forth only for 24 hours and decides to revive Mani. Mithran places the watch on Mani's right hand and leaves. Mani wakes up next morning and is shocked as he wore the watch on his left hand. He travels back to last night and secretly follows Mithran. Athreya predicts this and manages to fool Mani with Mithran's help that he is Sethuraman who survived from Athreya as a paraplegic. Mani learns from Sathyabama that Sethuraman left him in the train and faced Athreya in another compartment.

Mani leaves with Sathyabama for Gopalasamudram and unites her with her estranged family. He also comes to know that Sathya is Sathyabama's niece, and the duo fall in love. Athreya arrives with Mithran and convinces everyone including Mani that he is Sethuraman and that Athreya is dead. Sathya learns about Athreya's identity later and tries to reveal it to Mani. But, Athreya manages to fall from a staircase and Mani, unaware of the reality, travels back in time and saves him. Sathya forgets about Athreya's identity and assumes that he is Sethuraman.

Mani learns from Mithran that his father is going to die soon and wishes to see Priya for one last time by traveling back in time to 1990. Mani modifies the watch and tests it, which reveals the truth about Athreya's identity. He tricks Athreya to tell about the date and time of Priya's death and gives him a fake watch. Mani uses the original watch to travel back in time to 1990 and Athreya accompanies him by touching the real watch in use.

In January 1990, Sethuraman and Priya spot the modified watch on their baby's hand. Initially joyous, Sethuraman senses danger; he feels that Mani returned to a toddler's age as they may not be alive when he was able to speak. Athreya, now young and healthy, attacks Sethuraman to find the watch. Sethuraman and Priya escape with Mani, and Athreya accidentally kills Mithran. Priya and Mani hide in a room, as Athreya faces Sethuraman in the garden. Sethuraman freezes the time and lays Athreya before a bullet, thus killing him. He then flees with Priya and Mani and boards the same train. They meet Sathyabama and agree to teach science[image: External link] to children in a school constructed by her father in Gopalasamudram.
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 Cast





	
Suriya in a triple role as Manikandan Sethuraman "Mani" aka Subramani/Sethuraman / Athreya

	
Samantha Ruth Prabhu[image: External link] as Sathyabama

	
Nithya Menen as Priya, Mani's biological mother

	
Ajay as Mithran, Athreya sidekick

	
Saranya Ponvannan as Sathyabama, Mani's adopted mother

	
Girish Karnad as Sathya's Grandfather

	
Mohan V. Raman as Sathya's father

	
Sudha as Sathya's mother

	
Sathyan as Saravanan, Mani's friend

	
Charle as Reddiyar

	
Appukutty as Reddiyar's staff

	
Harsha Vardhan as Kalai, electrician who works for Athreya

	Natarajan Balkrishna as Sathya's uncle

	T S Ranganathan as Sathya's uncle




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Production
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 Development




In August 2009, director Vikram Kumar[image: External link] announced that he was set to direct a film titled 24. The film was backed by producer Mohan Natarajan, which would feature actor Vikram in a lead role. Harris Jayaraj was confirmed to score the music and P. C. Sreeram to handle the film cinematography.[7] By late 2009, the filming commenced at AVM Studios, Chennai[image: External link].[8] Sets that resembled dense forests and caves were replicated.[8] In an interview with The Times of India in Chennai[image: External link], director Vikram stated: "We have signed Ileana D'Cruz[image: External link] to do 24. It will be her re-launch in Tamil cinema. She has given us bulk dates from February 2010 for the second schedule of the film."[9][10] In February 2010, Vikram Kumar officially announced that he had dropped the film. Vikram clarified that he fine-tuned the film script but it was rejected by actor Vikram and the film producer.[11] Further, the other reason cited was that the director had failed to provide the complete script even while production expenses were increasing.[12] Due to difference of opinions, the director voluntarily walked out and stated that he had been making changes in the script and will approach a leading actor in future.

In August 2014, Suriya's production company 2D Entertainment announced the project through their official Twitter handle. In October 2014, A. R. Rahman was announced as the film soundtrack and score composer. Actor Suriya was confirmed as the male lead.[13] The main plot of the revived project was the same as the one narrated to actor Vikram but over the years, Vikram Kumar changed the screenplay with new dimensions in narration.[14] In an interview Suriya pointed the core of the plot stating: "The one thing that humans cannot control is "time" but what if one has the power to do so. This is the core theme of the film 24."[15]
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 Characters




Actor Suriya has played triple[12] roles in the film, with five appearances.[16] One of the roles being that of an antagonist, five to six looks were designed for him.[17] The antagonist character "Athreya" is a wicked, yet smart guy who goes to any extent to fulfill his desires.[16] The producers had potential discussions with Catherine Tresa[18] for the lead female role before Samantha Ruth Prabhu[image: External link] was finalised in February 2015.[19] In July 2015, Nithya Menen was roped to play the other leading character.[20] Characters played by Samantha and Nithya in the film are of contrasting nature though both play love interest opposite Suriya.[16] Samantha plays the love interest opposite to the character "Mani" whereas Nithya Menen to the character "Sethuraman".[21] Saranya Ponvannan plays the role of a mother the character "Mani".[22]
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 Filming




Principal photography commenced in Mumbai on 8 April 2015.[23] A romantic song was filmed in Nashik by early-June 2015.[24] Certain scenes were filmed at Filmistaan studios in Goregaon.[12] VFX works were also carried out in the same studio by September 2015.[12] Nithya Menen began filming her portions in the city from 1 August 2015.[25] The first schedule was completed by early September 2015.[26] By mid of the same month, a twenty-day schedule began in Poland[image: External link].[26] The crew filmed action scenes and songs at Kraków[image: External link], the Zborow Mountain, Zakopane, Leba, Lewin Klodzki, Jedlina Zdroj, Walbrzych[image: External link], Bulowice and Nowe Brzesko–all in Poland.[27] The lights were provided by Kraków Company Cinelight. The Kraków Film Commission and Kraków Film Cluster supported the project in Poland.[27] This second schedule of filming was wrapped up on 30 September 2015.[28] On 26 October 2015, the team shot an important sequences in Subrata Roy Sahara Stadium in Pune. The shoot was completed in a single day.[29] By the end of the same month, the last schedule of filming was done at Adithyaram Studios in Chennai[image: External link].[30] On 2 November 2015, the filming was completed.[30]

In all, the film was shot for over 100 days, out of which 30 days of work was done abroad.[16] More than 60 percent of the film involves VFX.[16]
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 Music




Main article: 24 (soundtrack)


The film score and soundtrack album are composed by A. R. Rahman. The lyrics to the songs are written by Vairamuthu and Madhan Karky. The soundtrack album was released by Eros Music on 11 April 2016.[31]
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 Release




The film was released on an estimated 1,950–2,000 screens worldwide.[32] The screen count in United States was 267, with special premieres held on 5 May 2016.[33] States of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana shared 425 plus screens between them.[32]
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 Marketing




A game titled 24: Athreya Run which was created by Creative Monkey Games was released through application distribution platforms iTunes Store and Playstore on 1 May 2016.[34]
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 Critical response





	India



In his review for The Hindu, critic Baradwaj Rangan called 24 an "intelligent, joyous mix of sci-fi and masala-myth."[35] Sreedhar Pillai in his review for Firstpost mentioned, "24 is a classy commercial entertainer, which has its moments."[36] Malini Mannath of The New Indian Express wrote, "Attractively packaged, 24 is refreshing, novel and worth a watch."[37] M. Suganth of The Times of India, assigned 4 out of 5 stars, stating: "It is not often that we see a big star choosing to take a risk with a script that is not simplistic or formulaic, especially when his last few films have underperformed at the box office, but here Suriya pulls it off admirably."[38] IndiaGlitz.com rated the film 3.3 out of 5 and called it as "A beautiful and brilliant show of Time"[39]

For The Indian Express, Goutham VS wrote: "Suriya’s ‘Athreya’ is a role to remember for years to come. Director Vikram Kumar[image: External link] needs to be applauded for handling such a complex multi-layered screenplay."[40] He gave the film 3.5 stars out of 5.[40] Critic based at India Today, Kirubhakar Purushothaman praised the director, calling him the hero of the film. He extended his review by assigning 3.5 stars (out of 5).[41] In her review for Daily News and Analysis, Latha Srinivasan stated, "Actor Suriya gives a stellar performance in this tale of time travel! Vikram Kumar's '24' is a visually stunning film with a novel concept."[42] She gave the film 3.5 stars out of 5.[42] A 3.5 star (out of 5) generalized review by Indo-Asian News Service mentioned that the "Suriya starrer is truly ambitious".[43] Critical review board based at Behindwoods said: "24 is all about Suriya. Every emotion is portrayed in his point of view; from love to comedy to pain to revenge, it all comes under his coverage as he plays three important roles in the film."[44] They assigned the film 3.25 stars out of 5.[44] In her review published by The Deccan Chronicle, Anupama Subramaniam called the film a "well executed and intelligently woven sci-fi thriller."[45] She gave the film 3 stars out of 5.[45] Subha Shetty Saha, in her review for Mid Day stated, "24 is a fantastic attempt at sci-fi genre of filmmaking and also belies a lot of hard work and thought that have gone into this at the screenplay stage."[46] She gave the film 3 stars out of 5.[46] S Saraswathi of Rediff felt, "24 is a cleverly crafted entertainer that is worth your time and money."[47]

Gautaman Bhaskaran based at Hindustan Times gave the film 2.5 stars out of 5, claiming: "The Sathya-Mani romance is silly to the core, and drags the narrative down by several notches, though uniformly fine performances by Menen, Samantha and Suriya come as magic relief."[48]


	Overseas



J Hurtado of Twitch commented on the film, "24 is about as high concept as masala entertainers come, it never forgets its purpose is to thrill its audience and give them what they paid for. It is a breathless, inventive, romantic, action packed adventure that is packed to the gills with surprises and joy."[49] Mythily Ramachandran, in her review for Gulf News concluded that the film was an entertaining ride and went on to say, "The time-travelling film wins with superb and often hilarious performances by its leading actors."[50]
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 Box office




24 grossed an estimated ₹73.8 crore (US$11 million) on its worldwide opening weekend, second highest three-day weekend for a South Indian film after Baahubali: The Beginning.[51]


	India



By the end of the first weekend, the film earned around ₹50 crore (US$7.8 million) in India,[52] with a considerable part of the revenues coming from the Telugu version.[51] At ₹17 crore (US$2.6 million), the collections from Telangana and AP were equal to that from Tamil Nadu during the opening weekend.[53]


	Overseas



The film grossed over $1 million in three days on 161 screens in the United States. In the U. A. E. and Australia, the film earned $200,000 and AUD[image: External link]187,000 respectively during the same period.[52][54]

The film collected ₹100 crore from 18 days of release.[3]
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 Sequel




The film's trailer, teaser and the first look posters featured Suriya as a paraglider. However, the paragliding sequences were removed by the film editor due to time constraints.[55] In an interview, the editor stated that paragliding is Mani’s (character played by Suriya) hobby and was supposed to be featured as an introductory scene for Mani.[55] Later, he stated that the deleted scene would be featured in the second part of the film; planned as 24 Decoded.[55]
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 Legal issues




The title 24 was in a legal tussle when actor Anil Kapoor planned an action against the production house 2D Entertainment as the official look and logo of the film title seemed similar to the American TV series 24, for which Kapoor had bought the remake rights from 20th Century Fox International TV.[56] Kapoor held the rights of the 192 episodes for a period of four years extendable to another ten years. His lawyers defended the case, stating that Kapoor holds one of the highest licensee deals for a fiction format.[56] A legal action was planned against Suriya and his production house 2D Entertainment but was settled in April 2015.[57]
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 Awards & Nominations




The film received two Awards at the 2017 Vikatan Awards – Best Visual Effects for Julian Trousselliar and Best Art Direction for Amit and Subrata.[58] It won two awards – Best Cinematography and Best Production Design – at the 64th National Film Awards.[59]


	Edison Awards

	Nominated, Mass Hero of the Year - Suriya





	Won, Best Protagonist of the Year – 24 (2016 film)


	Won, Best Antagonist of the Year – 24 (2016 film)
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 Zee Cine Awards





	Won, South Sensation of the Year – 24(2016 film) - Suriya





	FilmiBeat BEST OF TAMIL VILLAIN 2016 for 24(2016 film) - Suriya [60]


	Kollywood Cinemaaa Awards 2016 – Best Villian for 24(2016 film) - Suriya
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Suriya






In this Indian name[image: External link], the name Sivakumar is a patronymic[image: External link], not a family name[image: External link], and the person should be referred to by the given name[image: External link], Saravanan.

Saravanan Sivakumar, known by his stage name[image: External link] Suriya, is an Indian film actor[image: External link], producer[image: External link] and television presenter[image: External link], best known for his work in Tamil cinema.[5] After making his debut in Nerukku Ner[image: External link] (1997), Suriya landed his breakthrough role in Nandha[image: External link] (2001) and then had his first commercial success with the thriller Kaakha Kaakha[image: External link] (2003). Following award-winning performances of a conman[image: External link] in Pithamagan[image: External link] (2003) and a hunchback[image: External link] in Perazhagan[image: External link] (2004), Suriya played a patient suffering from anterograde amnesia[image: External link] in the 2005 blockbuster Ghajini[image: External link], dual roles of twin brothers in Vel[image: External link] (2007), dual roles of a father and son in Gautham Menon[image: External link]'s semi-autobiographical Vaaranam Aayiram[image: External link] (2008), a smuggler[image: External link] in Ayan[image: External link] (2009), an assassin[image: External link] in Aadhavan[image: External link] (2009) and an aggressive cop in the Singam franchise ( Singam[image: External link], Singam II[image: External link] and S3[image: External link]). Suriya has also found success with science fiction films like 7aum Arivu[image: External link] (2011) and 24 (2016). As of 2010,[6] he has won three Tamil Nadu State Film Awards[image: External link] and three Filmfare Awards South[image: External link]. In 2013, Suriya founded the production house 2D Entertainment.

Suriya is the eldest son of Tamil film actor Sivakumar[image: External link] and his younger brother Karthi[image: External link] is also an actor. Suriya married co-star Jyothika[image: External link] in 2006, after being engaged for several years. In 2008, he began Agaram Foundation[image: External link], which funds for various philanthropic activities. The year 2012 marked his debut as a television presenter with the Star Vijay[image: External link] game show Neengalum Vellalam Oru Kodi[image: External link], the Tamil version of Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?[image: External link].



TOP
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 Early life and family




Suriya was born in 1975 to Tamil film actor Sivakumar[image: External link] and to his wife Lakshmi as Saravanan. He attended Padma Seshadri Bala Bhavan[image: External link] School[7] and St. Bede's Anglo Indian Higher Secondary School[image: External link] in Chennai,[8] and obtained his under graduate degree B.Com[image: External link] from Loyola College, Chennai[image: External link].[9] Suriya has two younger siblings, brother Karthi[image: External link] and sister Brindha.[10]

Suriya is married to Jyothika[image: External link], with whom he worked with in as many as seven films. The couple, after being together for several years, got married on 11 September 2006.[11] They have two children, a daughter named Diya (born 10 August 2007) and a son named Dev (born 7 June 2010).[12][13]
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 Career
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 1997–2002: Early career




Before his career in films, Suriya worked at a garment exports factory for eight months. To avoid nepotism[image: External link], he did not reveal himself to his boss as Sivakumar's son, but his boss ultimately learnt the truth himself.[14][15] He was initially offered the lead role by Vasanth[image: External link] in his film Aasai[image: External link] (1995), but he rejected the offer citing a lack of interest in an acting career.[9] He later debuted in Vasanth's own 1997 film Nerrukku Ner[image: External link], produced by Mani Ratnam[image: External link] when he was 22 years of age. The stage name[image: External link] Suriya was bestowed to him by Ratnam to avoid a clash of names with established actor Saravanan[image: External link]. The name Suriya was frequently used for characters in Ratnam's films.[16] Vijay[image: External link], who would also go on to become a leading contemporary actor in Kollywood, co-starred with him in the film.[17] This was followed by a series of roles in commercially unsuccessful films in the late 1990s. In 2001, he starred in Siddique[image: External link]'s comedy film Friends[image: External link], also co-starring Vijay.

Suriya confessed that he struggled due to lack of confidence, memory power, fighting or dancing skills in his early career, but it was actor Raghuvaran[image: External link], one of his mentors, who advised him to create his own identity, rather than stay under his father's shadow.[18]

His major break in acting came in the form of Nandha[image: External link], which was directed by Bala[image: External link]. Playing the role of an ex-convict who is very attached to his mother, he received a Tamil Nadu State Film Award for Best Actor[image: External link].[19] His next venture was Vikraman[image: External link]'s Unnai Ninaithu[image: External link] followed by Mounam Pesiyadhe[image: External link] directed by Ameer Sultan.
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 2003–2007




In 2003, he starred in Gautham Menon[image: External link]'s Kaakha Kaakha[image: External link], a film about the life of a police officer. The film opened to positive reviews with a critic from Rediff.com claiming that "Surya as Anbu Selvan fits the role and this film is certainly a career high for him".[5] The film became a Blockbuster at the box office. His portrayal of a happy-go-lucky village crook with a comic touch in Bala[image: External link]'s Pithamagan[image: External link], along with Vikram, won him Filmfare Award for Best Supporting Actor – Tamil[image: External link] and the film did well commercially.[20] In 2004, he played dual roles in Perazhagan[image: External link], as an aggressive boxer and a handicapped phone booth keeper. Suriya's performance won positive reviews from critics with a reviewer describing it as "Surya deserves appreciation for his astounding performance. He is at his best be it humor or action. The actor has scored a hat trick".[21] The film became a successful venture at the box office[22] and Suriya won his first Filmfare Award for Best Actor – Tamil[image: External link].[23] The same year, he portrayed the role of a student leader in Mani Ratnam[image: External link]'s political drama Aaytha Ezhuthu[image: External link] along with Madhavan[image: External link] and Siddarth[image: External link] which received highly critical acclaim.

Suriya signed on to feature in the psychological thriller, Ghajini[image: External link] directed by A. R. Murugadoss[image: External link] in November 2004; he played the role of a patient suffering from short-term memory loss. Ghajini released in late 2005 and became a Blockbuster and was the third highest-grossing film of that year in Tamil. Suriya's role was unanimously praised, with a reviewer from Sify citing that "the film is driven by Suriya's riveting performance".[24] Later he worked in Hari[image: External link]'s action film Aaru[image: External link] and the film received a moderate response at the box office.[25] His performance fetched positive reviews with a reviewer citing that "Surya keeps you riveted to the seats with another wholesome effort".[26]

In 2006, he starred with Jyothika[image: External link] and Bhumika Chawla[image: External link] in N. Krishna[image: External link]'s film Sillunu Oru Kaadhal[image: External link]. The film took a strong opening, average reception [27][28] But his performance was praised, with a reviewer from Sify citing that "Surya pitches in with yet another fantastic performance, be it the responsible husband and father, or the cool dude at college".[29] In 2007, his only release was director Hari[image: External link]'s Vel[image: External link], where he was paired with Asin[image: External link] for the second time after Ghajini. The film, which featured him in dual roles, was commercially successful.[30]
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 2008–2010




His next release was a collaboration with Gautham Menon[image: External link], after the success of Kaakha Kaakha, Suriya began work on Menon's biopic Vaaranam Aayiram[image: External link] in November 2008.[31] Playing dual roles for the third time in his career, Suriya appeared as father and son, with both characters also demanding scenes shot throughout their lives ranging from scenes as a 16-year-old to scenes as a 65-year-old. During the production of the film, Suriya described the project as "unique" and "straight from the heart", describing the physical hardships he endured during the making.[32] He lost weight and prepared a six pack[image: External link] for the film through an eight-month fitness regime without steroids, with the movie being a trend-setter for other leading actors from South India.[33][34] The film, which also featured Simran[image: External link], Sameera Reddy[image: External link] and Divya Spandana[image: External link] in prominent roles, became commercially successful at the box office upon release as well as receiving positive reviews from film critics, with Suriya's performance being lauded. A critic from Rediff[image: External link] labelled the film as his "magnum opus", citing that he is "perfect" and that the film for him is a "justified triumph".[35] Similarly, critics cited Suriya's performance as "outstanding" and claimed that the film "works because of his performance", whilst other reviewers claimed the film was an "out and out Suriya show".[36][37] His portrayals also fetched him several notable awards, including the Filmfare Award for Best Actor – Tamil[image: External link], a Tamil Nadu State Film Award for Best Actor[image: External link] by the jury and also the Vijay Award for Best Actor[image: External link] for 2008.[38] The film also went on to receive a National Film Award for Best Feature Film in Tamil[image: External link] for 2008.[39]

In 2009, Suriya's first release was K. V. Anand[image: External link]'s action-thriller Ayan[image: External link], which went on to become the highest grossing Tamil film of the year. With Suriya portraying the role of a smuggler, the film also featured Prabhu[image: External link] as his guardian and Tamannaah Bhatia[image: External link] as the lead actress. The film was shot extensively across Tanzania[image: External link], Namibia, Malaysia[image: External link] and India and featured acrobatic stunts by Suriya, without the use of a stunt double.[40] Upon release, the film won positive reviews citing that the film was a "must watch" and Suriya's performance was yet again acclaimed and he found himself nominated for leading awards and won the Vijay Award for Entertainer of the Year[image: External link].[41] The film's success saw Suriya emerge as the most profitable leading actor in Tamil films, following a hat trick of large commercial hits, with film journals suggesting that his success was due to "experiments within the commercial format" and he was successful in "avoiding being typecast".[42]

His next film, K. S. Ravikumar[image: External link]'s action entertainer Aadhavan[image: External link] also achieved commercial success, while Suriya's depiction of a hitman was praised. A critic from Sify.com labelled it as an "out and out Suriya show", stating that "the film rides on the magic of the actor, and his zany shenanigans alone makes it worth a watch" and Rediff.com cited that "he sings, dances, and fights with absolute sincerity, but when he looks at you with tears in his eyes in an emotional scene tailor-made for him, the applause hits the roof", concluding that it is "completely his film".[43][44] In 2010, he had his 25th release with Singam[image: External link] directed by Hari[image: External link], in which he played the role of a police officer from a small village going to work in the city. The film received to positive reviews with The Hindu noting that "Suriya shows that be it a performance-oriented role or a formulaic concoction he can deliver", while Sify.com stated "Ultimately it is Suriya who carries the film to the winning post. His passion and the way he brings an ordinary regular larger-than-life hero character alive on screen is lesson for other commercial heroes."[45][46] The film won Suriya the Vijay Award for Best Entertainer again and saw him nominated for the Filmfare Award for Best Actor – Tamil[image: External link] again, and subsequently went on to become the second highest-grossing film of the year.[47] He made his Bollywood[image: External link] debut in Ram Gopal Varma[image: External link]'s two-part political drama Rakta Charitra[image: External link] in 2010 which was released to highly critical acclaim and became a commercial success.[48] Rakta Charitra is also considered as the Most Violent Film in Indian Film industry. Suriya subsequently went on to appear as himself in three consecutive guest appearances, appearing alongside Trisha[image: External link] and Madhavan[image: External link] in a song in Manmadhan Ambu[image: External link] (2010), before also starring in K. V. Anand[image: External link]'s Ko[image: External link] and Bala[image: External link]'s Avan Ivan[image: External link] (2011).
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 2011–2015 (setbacks)




His only release in 2011 that featured him in a starring role was A. R. Murugadoss[image: External link]'s science fiction thriller 7aum Arivu[image: External link]. Suriya played dual roles with Shruti Haasan[image: External link] in the film, as a circus artist and as the Buddhist monk named Bodhidharma[image: External link], who lived in the 6th century. The film met with mixed reception, but was a commercial success.[49][50] His 2012 release was the K. V. Anand[image: External link] directed Maattrraan[image: External link] in which he played the role of conjoined twins[image: External link], Vimalan and Akhilan. The film received mixed reviews[51] and the film ended up being an average grosser while Suriya's performance is praised along with technical aspects and VFX.[52]

In January 2012, Suriya was named as the official host of the new game show to be presented on STAR Vijay[image: External link], Neengalum Vellalam Oru Kodi[image: External link], the Tamil version of Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?[image: External link], which began airing on 27 February 2012 and ended on 12 July.[53] His next film was Singam II[image: External link], a sequel to his 2010 film Singam[image: External link], that released on 5 July 2013 to mixed responses from critics. However, the film received a huge opening and emerged one of the highest grossing Tamil films of all time[image: External link].[54] Suriya was once again acclaimed for his portrayal of Durai Singam and his performance was hailed as "the film's backbone".[55] He had signed on to feature in Gautham Menon[image: External link]'s film Dhruva Natchathiram and reportedly waited for six months to start filming. However, in October 2013, he backed out due to lagging of the project and differences with the director.[56] His next film Anjaan[image: External link] directed by N. Lingusamy[image: External link] was released on 15 August 2014 to mixed reviews.[57] His next release was Venkat Prabhu[image: External link]'s film Masss[image: External link] [58] which released to mixed reviews but critics were all in praise for Suriya's performance.

His most recent release was 24 directed by Vikram Kumar[image: External link] which was released on 6 May 2016.[59][60] The film is based on the concept of time-travel,[61] the film stars actor Suriya in triple roles, with actresses Samantha Ruth Prabhu[image: External link] and Nithya Menen in leading roles.
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 2016-present (comeback and success)




His most recent release was 24 directed by Vikram Kumar[image: External link] which was released on 6 May 2016.[62][60] The film is based on the concept of time-travel,[63] the film stars actor Suriya in triple roles, with actresses Samantha Ruth Prabhu[image: External link] and Nithya Menen in leading roles. In his review for The Hindu, critic Baradwaj Rangan called 24 an "intelligent, joyous mix of sci-fi and masala-myth."[64] Sreedhar Pillai in his review for Firstpost mentioned, 24 is a classy commercial entertainer, which has its moments.[65] Malini Mannath of The New Indian Express wrote, "Attractively packaged, 24 is refreshing, novel and worth a watch.[66] M. Suganth of The Times of India, assigned 4 out of 5 stars, stating: "It is not often that we see a big star choosing to take a risk with a script that is not simplistic or formulaic, especially when his last few films have underperformed at the box office, but here Suriya pulls it off admirably.[67] IndiaGlitz.com rated the film 3.3 out of 5 and called it as "A beautiful and brilliant show of Time".[68]

Also, the movie collected est.₹100 crore (US$16 million)[69] in 18 days. And the director of the movie has confirmed that there will be a Sequel, planned as 24 Decoded.[70]

His next film S3[image: External link] will be released on 26 January 2017 after postponing it 3 times, from 28 October 2016 to 16 December 2016 to make sure his brother, Karthi[image: External link]'s Kaashmora[image: External link] gets a huge opening. Then from 16 to 23 December 2016 at the request of the makers of Dhruva[image: External link]. Finally from 23 December to 26 January 2017 due to Cyclone Vardah hitting Chennai[image: External link].S3 got mixed reviews and was average at box office. The actor is currently shooting for Thaana Serndha Kootam[image: External link] which is directed by Vignesh Shivan[image: External link] and produced by Studio Green. The music is done by Anirudh Ravichandran[image: External link].His 35th film will be directed by Selvaraghavan[image: External link] and produced by Dream Warrior Pictures[image: External link]. And his 36th film will most likely be directed by Gautham Menon[image: External link].
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 Other work




In 2004, Suriya along with R. Madhavan[image: External link] was Pepsi[image: External link]'s brand ambassador in Tamil Nadu.[71] He was chosen to represent TVS Motors[image: External link], Sunfeast Biscuits[image: External link] and Aircel[image: External link] in 2006, the latter which he endorses to this date. He has endorsed Saravana Stores[image: External link],[72] Bharathi Cements and Emami Navaratna[image: External link] products since 2010.[73] In 2011, he had signed a new deal with Nescafe[image: External link], Close-Up[image: External link] and with Zandu Balm brand as of May 2011, for which he appeared with actress Malaika Arora[image: External link]. In 2012, Suriya was drafted in by Malabar Gold, a leading jewellery group. The commercials for Aircel and Nescafe featured Suriya and his wife Jyothika[image: External link] together.[74] In 2013, he was honored at the Edison Awards as the Best Male Endorser in South India.[75] In 2014, he had one major contract with Complan[image: External link] energy drinks.[76] In 2015, Suriya was named as the brand ambassador for Quikr[image: External link] and Intex Moblies[image: External link].[77][78] He was listed #33 in Forbes India's "Celebrity 100 List" for the year 2013.[79]

In 2007, Suriya was the brand ambassador of Tanker Foundation and acted in a short film on AIDS awareness.[80] In 2008, Suriya began the Agaram Foundation[image: External link], working to help children who drop out of school early in Tamil Nadu[image: External link].[81] Suriya revealed that he was inspired to begin the movement as a result of his father's own organisation, Sivakumar Educational Trust, which had been operating similar benefits on a smaller scale since the 1980s. With the Ministry of Education in Tamil Nadu, he created a short commercial video outlining child poverty, labour and lack of education, titled Herova? Zerova?[image: External link].[82] The film was written and produced by Sivakumar and also starred Vijay[image: External link], Madhavan[image: External link] and Jyothika. Agaram sponsored 159 underprevileged students in 2010 for their higher education in various disciplines, and has continued to provide free seats and accommodation for pupils. With the firm belief that the educated mind can not only eliminate social evils but also aid in the socio-economic upbringing of society, Agaram Foundation works towards providing appropriate learning opportunities to the rural populace who do not otherwise have access to quality education. Through the foundation, he has also set up a platform for students to participate in workshops and improve communication skills, teamwork, goal setting and leadership.[83]

Suriya and his family has also extended help towards the education of Sri Lankan Tamil[image: External link] children on behalf of the Sivakumar Charitable Trust.[81] He is also an active participant in other humanitarian works such as "Save The Tigers" campaign, which aids in the protection and preservation of Tigers in India, and "REACH", a non-profit that cures TB[image: External link] patients for free using supervised medication programs.[84][85] The actor celebrates every birthday by doing charity work across Tamil Nadu.[86]

In an interview with the Bangalore Mirror[image: External link], Disney UTV[image: External link]'s head of business in South India, G. Dhananjayan[image: External link] credited Suriya as the "biggest star" in contemporary Tamil film and claimed it was mainly because of his popularity among Telugu and Malayalam speaking audience.[87]

Suriya has dubbed for Abhishek Bachchan[image: External link] and Aamir khan[image: External link] in the Tamil versions of Guru[image: External link] and taare zameen par[image: External link] respectively . [88]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography




Main article: Suriya filmography[image: External link]


Suriya's most critically and commercially successful films include:[89][90][91]


	
Nandha[image: External link] (2001)

	
Mounam Pesiyadhe[image: External link] (2002)

	
Kaakha Kaakha[image: External link] (2003)

	
Pithamagan[image: External link] (2003)

	
Perazhagan[image: External link] (2004)

	
Ghajini[image: External link] (2005)

	
Vaaranam Aayiram[image: External link] (2008)

	
Ayan[image: External link], Aadhavan[image: External link](2009)

	
Singam[image: External link] (2010)

	
Singam II[image: External link] (2013)

	
24 (2016)

	
Singam 3[image: External link] (2017)
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	List of awards and nominations received by Suriya[image: External link]
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Nithya Menen






Nithya Menen[2][3][4] is an Indian film actress and playback singer. She has acted in Kannada[image: External link], Malayalam[image: External link], Telugu and[image: External link] Tamil films. She won 2 Filmfare Awards[image: External link] for the Telugu films Gunde Jaari Gallanthayyinde[image: External link] and Malli Malli Idi Rani Roju[image: External link].



TOP
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 Early life




Nithya Menen was born in Bangalore[image: External link], Karnataka to a family of Malayali[image: External link] background .[5] She studied journalism at the Manipal University[image: External link].[6] She once said in an interview that she never wished to become an actress but a journalist, as she was "an idealist[image: External link]",[7][8] but felt journalism was "not what it used to be".[9] She then decided to become a filmmaker as she could express her ideas "better through films",[8][10] and enrolled for a course in cinematography at the FTII Pune[image: External link]. During the educational entrance examination[image: External link], she met B. V. Nandini Reddy[image: External link], who "brainwashed"[11] and convinced her to take up acting.[12] Nandini Reddy would later turn director and sign Nithya for the lead female role in her first project.
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 Career




Menen appeared first on screen as a child artist when she was ten in the Indian English language film, The Monkey Who Knew Too Much (1998), playing the younger sister to Tabu[image: External link]'s character.[13] In 2006, she started her acting career as a lead actor with the Kannada[image: External link] film 7 O' Clock[image: External link] directed by Kannada's top cinematographer Santosh Rai Pataje.[14] The 2008 off-beat film Aakasha Gopuram[image: External link], directed by National Film Award-winning director K. P. Kumaran[image: External link], marked her Malayalam debut, in which she was paired with Mohanlal[image: External link]. She was in the midst of her 12th class exams when she was offered the role, after Mohanlal had spotted her on the front cover of a tourism magazine, Stark World Kerala.[2][7] Her performance was well received, with critics writing that she shows "sparkle in her debut venture" and "makes her entry in an impressive role",[15][16] though the film, based on the Norwegian play The Master Builder[image: External link], got mixed reviews and was a financial failure.[15][16] She next made a come back into Kannada films with the super hit film Josh[image: External link]. She played a supporting role in the film, which received rave reviews,[17][18][19] and became a commercial success as well, with her performance garnering her a nomination in the Best Supporting Actress category at the 57th Filmfare Awards South[image: External link].

In 2011, her first release was Nandini Reddy's romantic comedy[image: External link] Ala Modalaindi[image: External link], which was Nithya's maiden Telugu venture as well.[4] The film opened to favourable reviews by critics and turned out to become a sleeper hit[image: External link],[20] while Nithya received critical praise for her performance. Idlebrain's Jeevi in his review cited that she "epitomized Nitya character with her fabulous performance", "looks beautiful in all kinds of dresses" and was "the best debut in recent years of Telugu cinema after Samantha[image: External link] in YMC[image: External link]",[21] while another critic wrote that she was a "charming find" and "...quite the Genelia[image: External link] replacement that our cinema so badly needs right now."[22] She eventually won the Nandi Award for Best Actress[image: External link] for her performance and received a nomination for Filmfare Award for Best Actress[image: External link] at the 59th Filmfare Awards South[image: External link].[23] Further more, she also sang two songs for the soundtrack album of the film, tuned by Kalyani Malik[image: External link].[6][24] Nandini Reddy, later, went on to describe Nithya as "the discovery of the decade".[20] Following Ala Modalaindi, she starred in Santosh Sivan[image: External link]'s historical fiction Urumi[image: External link] as part of an ensemble cast[image: External link].[25] She portrayed a Chirakkal[image: External link] princess named Bala, playing the love interest of Prabhu Deva[image: External link]'s character,[25] which gained positive remarks, with a Sify review claiming that she "looks pretty and is a scene stealer".[26] Nithya quoted that much of her character was based on "Santosh's perception of who I am", with Sivan stating that he had written that role for her and that only she could play it.She received a nomination for Filmfare Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] at the 59th Filmfare Awards South[image: External link][25] She next appeared in ad-filmmaker Jayendra's bilingual venture 180[image: External link]/Nootrenbadhu, made and released in Tamil and Telugu, in which she played a photo journalist[image: External link] named Vidhya.[27] She described the character as "bubbly, full of life, nosey, wide-eyed and innocent in life" and to be similar to herself.[27] Later the year, she was seen in Sibi Malayil[image: External link]'s Violin[image: External link] in Malayalam and the Gautham Menon[image: External link]-produced Veppam[image: External link] in Tamil.

Her first 2012 release was the Telugu romance film Ishq with Nitin Reddy.She received the CineMAA Award for Best Actress(jury) while received best actress nomination at the same event and at the SIIMA Awards.She acted in Karmayogi[image: External link], a Malayalam adaptation of Shakespeare[image: External link]'s Hamlet[image: External link]. For the Kannada film Aidondla Aidu she had sung and also choreographed one of the songs, titled "Payasa".[28] She was seen in two Malayalam projects, T. K. Rajeev Kumar[image: External link]'s Thalsamayam Oru Penkutty[image: External link], in which she portrayed a village woman whose daily life is filmed and broadcast as a reality show for a month,[29] and Ustad Hotel[image: External link] directed by Anwar Rasheed[image: External link].[30]

In 2013, she starred in three Telugu films, Okkadine[image: External link], Jabardasth[image: External link] and Gunde Jaari Gallanthayyinde[image: External link] and one Kannada movie Mynaa[image: External link]. She played a character with two shades in Gunde Jaari Gallanthayyinde and she dubbed for her as well as for the character of her co-star Isha Talwar[image: External link].For this movie,she received her first Filmfare Award for Best Telugu Actress[image: External link] at the 61st Filmfare Awards South[image: External link].[31] In 2014, she made a cameo in the Malayalam movie Bangalore Days[image: External link], which became the highest grosser of that year.[32] Her Kannada film Mynaa[image: External link] which won the Filmfare Award for Best Film – Kannada[image: External link][33] in which she plays a character of a physically challenged girl, became a huge blockbuster hit completing 100 days in many centers across Karnataka and her performance was well praised by the critics. She has paired up with Sharwanand[image: External link] for the 2015 Telugu movie Malli Malli Idi Rani Roju[image: External link].Her performance was well praised by the critics eventually receiving her Filmfare Critics Award for Best Actress South[image: External link] and receiving her second nomination at Filmfare. She did a minor role in the film S/O Satyamurthy[image: External link], directed by Trivikram[image: External link]'. She appeared opposite Dulquer Salmaan[image: External link] in two films in 2015, 100 Days of Love[image: External link], a romantic Malayalam film and OK Kanmani[image: External link], bilingual film directed by Mani Ratnam[image: External link]'. Dulquer and Nithya's on-screen chemistry was praised in the reviews of both films.For OK Kanmani,she received her first Filmfare Award for Best Tamil Actress[image: External link] nomination.[34][35]

Her upcoming release is K. S. Ravikumar[image: External link]'s bilingual project titled Kotigobba 2.[36]
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 Filmography
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 As actress






	Year
	Film
	Role
	Language
	Notes



	2005
	Seven O' Clock[image: External link]
	Anu
	Kannada[image: External link]
	



	2008
	Akasha Gopuram[image: External link]
	Hilda Varghese
	Malayalam[image: External link]
	



	2009
	Josh[image: External link]
	Meera
	Kannada
	



	2009
	Vellathooval[image: External link]
	Jiya
	Malayalam
	



	2009
	Kerala Cafe[image: External link]
	Nithya
	Malayalam
	



	2009
	Angel John[image: External link]
	Sofia
	Malayalam
	



	2010
	Apoorvaragam[image: External link]
	Nancy
	Malayalam
	



	2010
	Anwar[image: External link]
	Asna
	Malayalam
	



	2011
	Aidondla Aidu[image: External link]
	Gowri
	Kannada
	



	2011
	Ala Modalaindi[image: External link]
	Nithya
	Telugu[image: External link]
	



	2011
	Urumi[image: External link]
	Chirakkal Bala
	Malayalam
	



	2011
	180[image: External link]
	Vidya
	Telugu
	



	2011
	Nootrenbadhu[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2011
	Violin[image: External link]
	Angel
	Malayalam
	



	2011
	Veppam[image: External link]
	Revathy
	Tamil
	



	2011
	Makaramanju[image: External link]
	Model
	Malayalam
	



	2012
	Ishq
	Priya
	Telugu
	dubbed into Hindi as Bhaigiri



	2012
	Thalsamayam Oru Penkutty[image: External link]
	Manjula Ayyapan
	Malayalam
	



	2012
	Karmayogi[image: External link]
	Moonumani
	Malayalam
	



	2012
	Ustad Hotel[image: External link]
	Shahana
	Malayalam
	



	2012
	Doctor Innocent aanu[image: External link]
	Anna
	Malayalam
	



	2012
	Bachelor Party[image: External link]
	Neethu
	Malayalam
	



	2012
	Poppins[image: External link]
	Ammu
	Malayalam
	



	2013
	Okkadine[image: External link]
	Shailaja
	Telugu
	



	2013
	Jabardasth[image: External link]
	Saraswati
	Telugu
	



	2013
	Myna[image: External link]
	Myna
	Kannada
	



	2013
	Gunde Jaari Gallanthayyinde[image: External link]
	Shravani
	Telugu
	



	2014
	Malini 22 Palayamkottai[image: External link]
	Malini
	Tamil
	dubbed into Telugu as Ghatana, but also known as Malini 22



	2014
	Bangalore Days[image: External link]
	Natasha Francis
	Malayalam
	



	2015
	Malli Malli Idi Rani Roju[image: External link]
	Nazira
	Telugu
	



	2015
	JK Enum Nanbanin Vaazhkai[image: External link]
	Nithya
	Tamil
	



	2015
	100 Days of Love[image: External link]
	Sheela
	Malayalam
	



	2015
	S/O Satyamurthy[image: External link]
	Valli
	Telugu
	



	2015
	Kanchana 2[image: External link]
	Ganga
	Tamil
	



	2015
	O Kadhal Kanmani[image: External link]
	Tara Kalingarayar
	Tamil
	dubbed into Telugu as Ok Bangaram



	2015
	Rudramadevi[image: External link]
	Muktamba
	Telugu
	



	2016
	24[image: External link]
	Priya
	Tamil
	dubbed into Telugu with the same name



	2016
	Rajadhi Raja[image: External link]
	Nithya
	Telugu
	



	2016
	Okka Ammayi Thappa[image: External link]
	Mango
	Telugu
	



	2016
	Mudinja Ivana Pudi[image: External link]
	Shubha
	Tamil
	[37]



	Kotigobba 2[image: External link]
	Kannada



	2016
	Janatha Garage[image: External link]
	Anu
	Telugu
	



	2016
	Iru Mugan[image: External link]
	Aayushi
	Tamil
	



	2017
	Appavin Meesai[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	Completed[38][39]



	2017
	Vijay 61[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	Filming
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 As playback singer






	Year
	Song
	Film
	Language
	Composer



	2010
	Payasa
	Aidondla Aidu
	Kannada[image: External link]
	Abhijit-Joe



	2011
	Edo Anukunte
	Ala Modalaindi[image: External link]
	Telugu[image: External link]
	Kalyani Malik[image: External link]



	Ammammo Ammo
	Malayalam[image: External link]



	2012
	Oh Priya Priya
	Ishq
	Telugu
	Anoop Rubens[image: External link]



	Payasam
	Poppins[image: External link]
	Malayalam[image: External link]
	Ratheesh Vegha[image: External link]



	2013
	Arere Arere
	Jabardasth[image: External link]
	Telugu[image: External link]
	S. Thaman[image: External link]



	Doore Doore Neengi
	Natholi Oru Cheria Meenalla
	Malayalam[image: External link]
	Abhijith



	Modala Maleyante (Duet)
	Myna
	Kannada[image: External link]
	Jassie Gift



	Thu Hi Rey
	Gunde Jaari Gallanthayyinde[image: External link]
	Telugu
	Anoop Rubens



	Hi my name is malini
	Malini 22 Palayamkottai
	Tamil
	Arvind & Shankar



	Kanneer Thulilye (Duet)



	Madharthamma (Immigrant Mix)



	Hi my name is malini
	Malini 22
	Telugu



	Navve Kaluva (Duet)



	Yennali (Immigrant Mix)



	2015
	Paalnilaa : Lets Do the Dandiya
	Rockstar (2015 film)
	Malayalam[image: External link]
	Prashant Pillai[image: External link]



	2016
	Laalijo
	24
	Telugu
	A. R. Rahman



	Hrudayam Kannulatho
	100daysofLove[40][41]
	Govind Menon
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 Awards and Nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Film
	Result



	2009
	Filmfare Awards South[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress – Kannada[image: External link]
	Josh[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2011
	Filmfare Awards South[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress – Malayalam[image: External link]
	Urumi[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Actress – Telugu[image: External link]
	Ala Modalaindi[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Female Playback Singer – Telugu[image: External link] (for song "Ammammo Ammo")
	Nominated



	1st South Indian International Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Female Debutant – Telugu
	Nominated



	Best Female Playback Singer – Telugu(for song "Ammammo Ammo")
	Nominated



	Nandi Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Won



	Hyderabad Times Film Awards[42]
	Promising Newcomer Female
	Won



	Ugadi Puraskar Awards[43]
	Best Actress
	Won



	Vijay Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Nootrenbandhu[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012
	CineMAA Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress (Jury)[image: External link]
	Ishq
	Won



	2nd South Indian International Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Rising Star of South Indian Cinema (Female)
	-[image: External link]
	Won



	2013
	Filmfare Awards South[image: External link]
	Best Actress – Telugu[image: External link]
	Gunde Jaari Gallanthayyinde[image: External link]
	Won



	3rd South Indian International Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress – Telugu
	Nominated



	Vanitha Film Awards[image: External link][44]
	Best Pair (along with Dulquer Salmaan[image: External link])
	Ustad Hotel[image: External link]
	Won



	2014
	Vijay Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Malini 22 Palayamkottai[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2015
	Filmfare Awards South[image: External link]
	Best Actress – Telugu[image: External link]
	Malli Malli Idi Rani Roju[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Actress – Telugu (Critics)
	Won



	5th South Indian International Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress – Telugu
	Nominated



	1st IIFA Utsavam Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress – Telugu[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Filmfare Awards South[image: External link]
	Best Actress – Tamil[image: External link]
	OK Kanmani[image: External link]
	Nominated



	5th South Indian International Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress – Tamil
	Nominated



	Best Actress – Tamil (Critics)
	Won



	Best Supporting Actress – Telugu
	Rudhramadevi[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actress – Tamil
	Kanchana 2[image: External link]
	Nominated
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Saranya Ponvannan






Saranya Ponvannan (born April 1970), also known as Sheela, is a popular award-winning Indian film actress who has predominantly appeared in Tamil language and Telugu language[image: External link] films and a few Malayalam[image: External link] and Kannada[image: External link] language films. Saranya made her debut in a lead role in Mani Ratnam[image: External link]'s Nayagan[image: External link] and went on to play lead roles in late 1980s. Following an eight-year sabbatical[image: External link], she returned to feature films as a character artiste[image: External link], playing supporting roles[image: External link], particularly playing mother characters to lead artists.[1] For her performances in films including Raam[image: External link] (2005), Thavamai Thavamirundhu[image: External link] (2005), Em Magan[image: External link] (2006), Kalavani[image: External link] (2010), Neerparavai[image: External link] (2012), Oru Kal Oru Kannadi[image: External link] (2012), Velaiyilla Pattathari[image: External link] (2014), 24 (2016), Remo[image: External link] (2016) and Kodi[image: External link] (2016), Achamindri[image: External link](2016), she he has received notable critical praise and several accolades, including four Filmfare Awards for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link], while her critically acclaimed performance in Thenmerku Paruvakaatru[image: External link] fetched her the National Film Award for Best Actress[image: External link] in 2011.[2]



TOP
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 Career




Saranya made her debut in Mani Ratnam[image: External link]'s Godfatheresque[image: External link] production, Nayagan[image: External link] opposite Kamal Haasan[image: External link], in which she performed the lead female character. The film, which went on to become a huge success.

After marriage in 1995, she settled down to domestic bliss, refusing to take up any film offers. In 2000, however, she was offered the lead role in the comedy television series[image: External link], Veettukku Veedu Lootty, which she has accepted. Subsequently, she decided to accept some good offers, enacting supporting roles.[3] Since then she has appeared in many films in supporting roles most notably Raam[image: External link], Thavamai Thavamirundhu[image: External link] and Em Magan[image: External link].[4] Her performance as Veerayi, a widowed mother torn between love and possessiveness, in the 2010 film Thenmerku Paruvakaatru[image: External link] – incidentally her 100th release – ultimately fetched her the National Film Award for Best Actress[image: External link].[2]Her major breakthrough was 2005 tamil film Thavamai Thavamirundhu[image: External link] after which she established herself as a prominent and leading actress in south India. As of 2014 she was the only actress to be paid highest salary for playing mother roles in south Indian film industry. Apart from her usual mother roles, she has played Negative role in the film Achamindri[image: External link] which was well acclaimed.
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 Personal life




Saranya is the daughter of famous Malayalam film director A. B. Raj[image: External link] who had directed over 75 films starring big stars.He had also directed 2 tamil films.[5] She is married to fellow actor-director, Ponvannan[image: External link]. The couple has 2 daughters.
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 Awards





	National Film Awards[image: External link]




	
2011[image: External link]—Best Actress[image: External link] for Thenmerku Paruvakaatru[image: External link]





	Tamil Nadu State Film Awards[image: External link]




	2006 – Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for Em Magan[image: External link]





	Filmfare Awards[image: External link]




	2005 – Winner—Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for Thavamai Thavamirundhu[image: External link]


	2006 – Winner—Best Supporting Actress for Em Magan[image: External link]


	2010 – Nominated—Filmfare Award for Best Supporting Actress - Telugu[image: External link] for Puli[image: External link]


	2011 – Winner—Best Supporting Actress for Thenmerku Paruvakaatru[image: External link][6]


	2012 – Winner—Best Supporting Actress for Neerparavai[image: External link] & Oru Kal Oru Kannadi[image: External link]


	2014 – Nominated–Best Supporting Actress - Tamil for Velaiyilla Pattathari[image: External link]





	South Indian International Movie Awards[image: External link]




	2013 – Winner—Best Actress in a Supporting Role for Neerparavai[image: External link]


	2014 – Nominated–Best Actress in a Supporting Role for Kutti Puli[image: External link]


	2015 – Winner—Best Actress in a Supporting Role for Velaiyilla Pattathari[image: External link]





	Vijay Awards[image: External link]




	2011 – Winner—Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for Thenmerku Paruvakaatru[image: External link]


	2015 – Nominated–Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for Velaiyilla Pattathari[image: External link]





	Norway Tamil Film Festival Awards[image: External link]




	2011 - Winner-Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for Thenmerku Paruvakaatru[image: External link]


	2013 - Winner-Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for Oru Kal Oru Kannadi[image: External link]


	2014 - Nominated-Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] forVelaiyilla Pattathari[image: External link]





	Edison Awards[image: External link]




	2011 - Winner-Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for Thenmerku Paruvakaatru[image: External link]





	JFW Awards




	2014 - Women Achiever of the year
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 Filmography






	Year
	Film
	Role
	Language
	Notes



	1972
	Nirthasala[image: External link]
	Dance student
	Malayalam[image: External link]



	1987
	Nayagan[image: External link]
	Neela
	Tamil
	



	1988
	Manasukkul Mathappu[image: External link]
	Dr. Seema
	Tamil
	



	En Jeevan Paduthu[image: External link]
	Narmada
	Tamil
	



	Neerajanam
	
	Telugu[image: External link]
	



	Melam Kottu Thaali Kattu
	
	Tamil
	



	Sivapputhaali[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	



	Dhaayam Onnu
	
	Tamil
	



	1989
	Andru Peytha Mazhaiyil[image: External link]
	Preethi
	Tamil
	



	Sagalakala Sammandhi
	
	Tamil
	



	Karunguyil Kundram[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	



	Artham[image: External link]
	Manasa
	Malayalam[image: External link]
	



	1990
	Anjali[image: External link]
	Dr. Sheela
	Tamil
	



	Ulagam Pirandhadhu Enakkaga[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	



	1991
	Vanakkam Vathiyare[image: External link]
	Sundari
	Tamil
	



	Aakasha Kottayile Sultan[image: External link]
	Mallika
	Malayalam
	



	Cheppukilukkana Changathi[image: External link]
	Manikutty
	Malayalam
	



	Naan Pudicha Mappillai
	
	Tamil
	



	Aanaval Mothiram[image: External link]
	Annie
	Malayalam
	



	Ennum Nanmakal[image: External link]
	Indu
	Malayalam
	



	1992
	Agni Paarvai[image: External link]
	Seetha
	Tamil
	



	Kottai Vaasal[image: External link]
	Rekha
	Tamil
	



	Sahasam[image: External link]
	Rekha
	Telugu
	



	1993
	Dasarathan[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	



	Magrib[image: External link]
	Aarifa
	Malayalam
	



	Journalist[image: External link]
	Ranjini
	Malayalam
	



	Ente Sreekuttikku[image: External link]
	Nandhini
	Malayalam
	



	Injakkadan Mathai & Sons[image: External link]
	Beena
	Malayalam
	



	1994
	Karuththamma[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	



	Dollar[image: External link]
	Lusie
	Malayalam
	



	Seevalaperi Pandi[image: External link]
	Velammal
	Tamil
	



	1995
	Pasumpon[image: External link]
	Malar
	Tamil
	



	1996
	Meendum Savithri[image: External link]
	Uma
	Tamil
	



	Appaji[image: External link]
	
	Kannada
	



	Easwaramoorthy IN[image: External link]
	Lathika
	Malayalam
	



	2003
	Alai
	Nirmala
	Tamil
	



	Chantigadu
	
	Telugu
	



	2004
	Chatrapathy[image: External link]
	Saravanan's sister
	Tamil
	



	Arul[image: External link]
	Arul's Sister
	Tamil
	



	Adhu[image: External link]
	Meera's mother
	Tamil
	



	Meesai Madhavan[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	



	Ramakrishna[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	



	Varnajalam[image: External link]
	Abhirami's Mother
	Tamil
	



	2005
	Ayodhya
	Jameela
	Tamil
	



	Raam[image: External link]
	Saradha
	Tamil
	



	Sivakasi[image: External link]
	Kayalvizhi Udhayappa
	Tamil
	



	Thavamai Thavamirundhu[image: External link]
	Saradha Muthiah
	Tamil
	Filmfare Award for Best Supporting Actress – Tamil[image: External link]



	Oru Naal Oru Kanavu[image: External link]
	Meera
	Tamil
	



	2006
	Em Magan[image: External link]
	Selvi Thirumalai
	Tamil
	Filmfare Award for Best Supporting Actress – Tamil[image: External link]

Tamil Nadu State Film Best Supporting Actress Award[image: External link]



	Thiruvilaiyaadal Aarambam[image: External link]
	Thiru's mother
	Tamil
	



	Adaikalam[image: External link]
	Kasthuri
	Tamil
	



	Rakhi[image: External link]
	Charmee's Mother
	Telugu
	



	2007
	Thirumagan[image: External link]
	Jayakodi
	Tamil
	



	Jagadam[image: External link]
	
	Telugu
	



	Kireedam[image: External link]
	Rajeshwari Rajarajan
	Tamil
	



	Pirappu
	Kaliamman
	Tamil
	



	Vel[image: External link]
	Vasudevan's Mother
	Tamil
	



	Puli Varudhu[image: External link]
	Ramesh's Mother
	Tamil
	



	2008
	Pidichirukku[image: External link]
	Stella
	Tamil
	



	Nenjadhai Killadhe[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	



	Singakutty[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	



	Vilaiyattu
	
	Tamil
	



	Kuruvi[image: External link]
	Koccha's Wife
	Tamil
	



	Pandi[image: External link]
	Sivakami Sundarapandi
	Tamil
	



	Thenavattu[image: External link]
	Vazhuvanthal
	Tamil
	



	Dindigul Sarathy[image: External link]
	Saradha
	Tamil
	



	Ready[image: External link]
	
	Telugu
	



	Ini Varum Kaalam
	
	Tamil
	



	2009
	Yavarum Nalam
	Manohar's Mother
	Tamil
	



	Colours[image: External link]
	Dr. Rajalakshmi
	Malayalam
	



	2010
	Police Quarters[image: External link]
	
	Kannada[image: External link]
	



	Bayam Ariyaan
	Saraswathi
	Tamil
	



	Pulliman[image: External link]
	Yashoda Panicker
	Malayalam
	



	Kalavani[image: External link]
	Lakshmi Ramasamy
	Tamil
	



	Guru Sishyan[image: External link]
	Mahalakshmi
	Tamil
	



	Magane En Marumagane[image: External link]
	Ponnarasi's Mother
	Tamil
	



	Thambikku Indha Ooru[image: External link]
	Kumaraswamy's Wife
	Tamil
	



	Vedam[image: External link]
	Padma
	Telugu
	



	Puli[image: External link]
	Puli's mother
	Telugu
	Nominated—Filmfare Award for Best Supporting Actress - Telugu[image: External link]



	Naane Ennul Illai[image: External link]
	Janaki
	Tamil
	



	Thenmerku Paruvakaatru[image: External link]
	Veerayi
	Tamil
	National Film Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Vijay Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]

Filmfare Award for Best Supporting Actress - Tamil[image: External link]

Norway Tamil Film Festival Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]

Edison Award[image: External link] for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]



	2011
	Muthukku Muthaaga[image: External link]
	Pechi
	Tamil
	



	Vaanam[image: External link]
	Lakshmi
	Tamil
	



	Sadhurangam[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	



	Maharaja[image: External link]
	Seetha
	Tamil
	



	2012
	Oru Kal Oru Kannadi[image: External link]
	Shenbagam Varadharajan
	Tamil
	Norway Tamil Film Festival Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]

Nominated—Filmfare Award for Best Supporting Actress - Tamil[image: External link]

Nominated-Vijay Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]



	Chaarulatha[image: External link]
	Chaaru & Latha's Mother
	Tamil
	



	Kannada
	



	Thaandavam[image: External link]
	Sivakumar's Mother
	Tamil
	



	Neerparavai[image: External link]
	Mary
	Tamil
	Filmfare Award for Best Supporting Actress - Tamil[image: External link]

SIIMA for Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link]



	2013
	Vatthikuchi[image: External link]
	Sakthi's mother
	Tamil
	



	Kutti Puli[image: External link]
	Deivanai
	Tamil
	Nominated-SIIMA for Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link]



	All in All Azhagu Raja[image: External link]
	Meenakshi Muthukrishnan
	Tamil
	



	2014
	Idhu Kathirvelan Kadhal[image: External link]
	Yasothammal
	Tamil
	



	Naan Sigappu Manithan[image: External link]
	Indhiran's mother
	Tamil
	



	Ennamo Nadakkudhu[image: External link]
	Vijay's mother
	Tamil
	Also playback singer



	Manam
	Seetharamudu's mother
	Telugu
	



	Pappali[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	



	Velaiyilla Pattathari[image: External link]
	Bhuvana
	Tamil
	SIIMA for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]-Tamil

Nominated —Filmfare Award for Best Supporting Actress - Tamil[image: External link]

Nominated-Vijay Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]

Nominated-Norway Tamil Film Festival Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]



	2016
	Bangalore Naatkal[image: External link]
	Kannan's mother
	Tamil
	



	24
	Sathyabhama
	Tamil
	



	Brahmotsavam[image: External link]
	Ajay's Aunt
	Telugu
	



	Remo[image: External link]
	Siva's mother
	Tamil
	



	Kodi[image: External link]
	Kodi's/Anbu's mother
	Tamil
	



	Achamindri[image: External link]
	Rajalakhsmi
	Tamil
	



	2017
	Idly
	Inba
	Tamil
	Post-Production[7]



	Mannar Vagera[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	Filming



	Jeyikkira Kuthira[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	Filming



	Magalir Mattum[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	Filming



	Thaanaa Serndha Koottam[image: External link]
	
	Tamil
	Filming



	Velaiyilla Pattathari 2[image: External link]
	Bhuvana
	Tamil
	Filming
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 As playback singer






	Year
	Film
	Song
	Language
	Composer
	Note



	2014
	Ennamo Nadakkudhu[image: External link]
	Meesa Kokku
	Tamil
	Premgi Amaren[image: External link]
	Debut as Singer[8]



	2017
	Magalir Mattum[image: External link]
	Time Passukkosaram
	Tamil
	Ghibran[image: External link]
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A. R. Rahman






"AR Rahman" redirects here. For the surah[image: External link] of the Quran[image: External link], see Ar-Rahman[image: External link].

Allah-Rakha Rahman (  pronunciation[image: External link] ( help[image: External link]· info[image: External link]), born A. S. Dileep Kumar), is an Indian[image: External link] composer, singer-songwriter, music producer, musician and philanthropist. A. R. Rahman's works are noted for integrating Indian classical music[image: External link] with electronic music[image: External link], world music[image: External link] and traditional orchestral arrangements. Among his awards[image: External link] are two Academy Awards[image: External link], two Grammy Awards[image: External link], a BAFTA Award[image: External link], a Golden Globe[image: External link], four National Film Awards[image: External link], fifteen Filmfare Awards[image: External link] and fifteen Filmfare Awards South[image: External link]. He has been awarded the Padma Bhushan[image: External link], the third highest civilian award, in 2010 by the Government of India[image: External link].[1]

In 2009, Rahman was included on the Time 100 list of the world's most influential people[image: External link].[2] The UK-based world-music magazine Songlines[image: External link] named him one of "Tomorrow's World Music Icons" in August 2011.[3]

With an in-house studio (Panchathan Record Inn[image: External link] in Chennai[image: External link]), Rahman's film-scoring career began during the early 1990s with the Tamil film Roja[image: External link]. Working in India's film industries[image: External link], international cinema[image: External link] and theatre, Rahman is one of the world's all-time best-selling recording artists.[4][5][6] In a notable two-decade career, he has been acclaimed for redefining contemporary Indian film music and contributing to the success of several films. Rahman has become a notable humanitarian and philanthropist, donating and raising money for a number of causes and charities.

Rahman's body of work for film and stage has given him the nickname of "the Mozart[image: External link] of Madras", and Tamil commentators and fans call him Isai Puyal (English: the Musical Storm).[7]

In 2017 Rahman made his debut as a Director and Writer for the film Le Musk[image: External link].[8]
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 Early life




Rahman was born in Madras, India. His father, R. K. Shekhar[image: External link], was a film-score composer and conductor for Tamil and Malayalam films[image: External link]; Rahman assisted his father in the studio, playing the keyboard.

After his father's death when Rahman was nine years old, the rental of his father's musical equipment provided his family's income.[9] Raised by his mother, Kareema (born Kashturi),[10] Rahman was a keyboard player and arranger for bands such as Roots (with childhood friend and percussionist Sivamani[image: External link], John Anthony, Suresh Peters[image: External link], JoJo and Raja)[11] and founded the Chennai-based rock group Nemesis Avenue.[12] He mastered the keyboard, piano, synthesizer, harmonium[image: External link] and guitar, and was particularly interested in the synthesizer because it was the "ideal combination of music and technology".[13]

Rahman began his early musical training under Master Dhanraj[image: External link],[14][15] and at age 11 began playing in the orchestra of Malayalam composer (and close friend of his father) M. K. Arjunan[image: External link].[16] He soon began working with other composers, such as M. S. Viswanathan[image: External link], Ilaiyaraaja[image: External link], Ramesh Naidu[image: External link] and Raj-Koti[image: External link],[15] accompanied Zakir Hussain[image: External link], Kunnakudi Vaidyanathan[image: External link] and L. Shankar[image: External link] on world tours and obtained a scholarship from Trinity College London[image: External link] to the Trinity College of Music[image: External link].[10]

Studying in Madras, Rahman graduated with a diploma in Western classical music[image: External link] from the school.[17] Rahman was introduced to Qadiri[image: External link] Islam[image: External link] when his younger sister was seriously ill in 1984. His mother was a practicing Hindu.[18] He converted to Islam with other members of his family in 1989 at age 23, changing his name from R. S. Dileep Kumar to Allah Rakha Rahman (A. R. Rahman).[10][19]
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 Career
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 Soundtracks




Rahman initially composed scores for documentaries and jingles for advertisements and Indian television[image: External link] channels. In 1987 Rahman, then still known as Dileep, composed jingles for a line of watches introduced by Allwyn[image: External link].[20] He also arranged the jingles for some advertisements that went on to become very popular, including the popular jingle for Titan Watches[image: External link], in which he used the theme from Mozart's Symphony no.25[image: External link].[21][22][23]

In 1992, he was approached by director Mani Ratnam[image: External link] to compose the score and soundtrack for his Tamil film, Roja.[24][25]

Rahman's film career began in 1992 when he started Panchathan Record Inn[image: External link], a recording and mixing studio in his backyard. It would become the most-advanced recording studio in India,[24] and arguably one of Asia's most sophisticated and high-tech studios.[26] Cinematographer Santosh Sivan[image: External link] signed Rahman for the Malayalam[image: External link] film Yodha[image: External link], a Mohanlal[image: External link] starrer directed by Sivan's brother Sangeeth Sivan[image: External link] that released in September 1992.

The following year, Rahman received the Rajat Kamal[image: External link] (Silver Lotus) award for best music director at the National Film Awards for Roja. The films' score was critically and commercially successful in its original and dubbed versions, led by the innovative theme "Chinna Chinna Aasai[image: External link]". Rahman followed this with successful scores and songs for Tamil–language films for the Chennai film industry, including Ratnam's politically-charged Bombay[image: External link], the urban Kadhalan[image: External link], Thiruda Thiruda[image: External link] and S. Shankar[image: External link]'s debut film Gentleman[image: External link] (with its popular dance song, "Chikku Bukku Rayile[image: External link]").[27][28][29][30] Rahman collaborated with director Bharathiraaja[image: External link] on Kizhakku Cheemayile[image: External link] and Karuththamma[image: External link], producing successful Tamil rural folk-inspired film songs; he also composed for K. Balachander[image: External link]'s Duet[image: External link], which had some memorable Saxophone themes.[31][32] The 1995 film Indira[image: External link] and romantic comedies Mr. Romeo[image: External link] and Love Birds[image: External link] also drew attention.[33][34][35]

Rahman attracted a Japanese audience with Muthu[image: External link]'s success there.[36] His soundtracks are known in the Tamil Nadu film industry and abroad for his versatility in combining Western classical music, Carnatic and Tamil traditional and folk-music traditions, jazz[image: External link], reggae[image: External link] and rock music.[37][38][39][40] The soundtrack for Bombay[image: External link] sold 12 million copies worldwide,[41] and "Bombay Theme[image: External link]" would later reappear in his soundtrack for Deepa Mehta[image: External link]'s Fire[image: External link] and a number of compilations and other media. It was featured in the 2002 Palestinian film Divine Intervention[image: External link] and the 2005 Nicolas Cage[image: External link] film, Lord of War[image: External link]. Rangeela[image: External link], directed by Ram Gopal Varma[image: External link], was Rahman's Bollywood[image: External link] debut.[42] Successful scores and songs for Dil Se..[image: External link] and the percussive Taal[image: External link] followed.[43][44] Sufi mysticism[image: External link] inspired "Chaiyya Chaiyya[image: External link]" from the former film and "Zikr" from his soundtrack album for Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose: The Forgotten Hero[image: External link] (which featured elaborate orchestral and choral arrangements).[19]

Rahman's soundtrack album for the Chennai production Minsaara Kanavu won him his second National Film Award for Best Music Direction and a South FilmFare Award for Best Music Direction in a Tamil film[image: External link] in 1997, the latter setting a record of six consecutive wins; he later went on to win the award three consecutive additional times. The musical cues in the soundtrack albums for Sangamam[image: External link] and Iruvar[image: External link] used Carnatic vocals, the veena[image: External link], rock guitar and jazz.[45] During the 2000s, Rahman composed scores and popular songs for Rajiv Menon[image: External link]'s Kandukondain Kandukondain[image: External link], Alaipayuthey[image: External link], Ashutosh Gowariker[image: External link]'s Swades[image: External link], Rang De Basanti[image: External link][46] and songs with Hindustani motifs for 2005's Water[image: External link]. Rahman has worked with Indian poets and lyricists such as Javed Akhtar[image: External link], Gulzar[image: External link], Vairamuthu and Vaali[image: External link], and has produced commercially successful soundtracks with directors Mani Ratnam[image: External link] and S. Shankar[image: External link] ( Gentleman[image: External link], Kadhalan[image: External link], Indian[image: External link], Jeans[image: External link], Mudhalvan[image: External link], Nayak[image: External link], Boys[image: External link], Sivaji[image: External link] and Enthiran[image: External link]).[47]

In 2005 Rahman expanded his Panchathan Record Inn studio by establishing AM Studios[image: External link] in Kodambakkam, Chennai, creating the most cutting-edge studio in Asia.[48][49] The following year he launched his own music label, KM Music,[50] with his score for Sillunu Oru Kaadhal[image: External link].[51] Rahman scored the Mandarin[image: External link]-language film Warriors of Heaven and Earth[image: External link] in 2003 after researching and using Chinese[image: External link] and Japanese classical[image: External link] music,[52] and won the Just Plain Folks Music Award For Best Music Album[image: External link] for his score for 2006's Varalaru (God Father)[image: External link].[53] He co-scored Shekhar Kapur[image: External link]'s first British film, Elizabeth: The Golden Age[image: External link], in 2007[54] and received a Best Composer Asian Film Award[image: External link] nomination at the Hong Kong International Film Festival[image: External link] for his Jodhaa Akbar[image: External link] score.[55] Rahman's music has been sampled for other scores in India,[56] appearing in Inside Man[image: External link], Lord of War[image: External link], Divine Intervention[image: External link] and The Accidental Husband[image: External link].

His score for his first Hollywood film, the 2009 comedy Couples Retreat[image: External link], won the BMI[image: External link] London Award for Best Score.[57] Rahman's music for 2008's Slumdog Millionaire[image: External link] won a Golden Globe and two Academy Awards (a first for an Asian), and the songs "Jai Ho[image: External link]" and "O... Saya[image: External link]" from its soundtrack were internationally successful. His music on 2008's Bollywood Jaane Tu... Ya Jaane Na[image: External link] was popular with Indian youth; that year, his score and songs for Jodhaa Akbar[image: External link] won critical acclaim, a Best Composer Asian Film Award nomination and IIFA awards for best music direction and score[image: External link].

In 2010, Rahman composed the original score and songs for the romantic Vinnaithaandi Varuvaayaa[image: External link], the sci-fi romance Enthiran[image: External link] and Danny Boyle[image: External link]'s 127 Hours[image: External link], composing for the Imtiaz Ali[image: External link] musical Rockstar[image: External link]; the latter's soundtrack was a critical and commercial success.[58] In 2012 Rahman composed for Ekk Deewana Tha[image: External link] and the American drama People Like Us[image: External link],[59] and collaborated with director Yash Chopra[image: External link] on Jab Tak Hai Jaan[image: External link].[60] all were positively received.[61] By the end of the year his music for Mani Ratnam's Kadal[image: External link] was critically acclaimed, and the album topped the iTunes India[image: External link] chart for December.[62] In 2013, Rahman had two releases: Raanjhanaa[image: External link] and Maryan[image: External link]. Both were successful, with the former nominated for a number of awards[63][64][65] and the latter the iTunes India[image: External link] Tamil Album of 2013.[66]

The year 2014 was one of the busiest years for Rahman, with him claiming to have worked in 12 films in various languages.[67] While his first release for the year was the Imtiaz Ali[image: External link]'s road movie Highway[image: External link] which garnered positive reviews, his very next release was the performance captured animation film Kochadaiiyaan[image: External link], a Rajinikanth[image: External link] starrer directed by Soundarya Rajinikanth[image: External link]. The film's score and soundtrack garnered huge critical appraise with its score being long-listed[image: External link] at the forthcoming Academy Awards[image: External link].[68] His next were the scores for the two back to back Hollywood films, Million Dollar Arm[image: External link] and The Hundred Foot Journey[image: External link], both of which got into the contended list for the original score category nomination at the Oscars.

This was followed by the highly successful soundtrack album for the period drama Kaaviya Thalaivan[image: External link] teaming up with director Vasanthabalan[image: External link] for the first time. His next release was Shankar[image: External link]'s supernatural thriller I[image: External link] and K. S. Ravikumar[image: External link]'s period action film Lingaa[image: External link], both of which were highly acclaimed and appreciated upon release.
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 Background scores




Apart from successful soundtracks, he is also known for highly acclaimed background scores and is considered, one of the finest background-score composers in India.[69] His background scores are often characterised by the usage of subtle orchestration and ambient sounds.[69] Trained in western classical music[image: External link], he often employs contemporary instruments such as Guitars, Cello, Flute, Strings, Keyboard, Finger board, Harpejji, Santoor and traditional Indian instruments such as Shehnai, Sitar, Mrudangam, Veenai & Tabla to create scores.

Apart from getting high critical appreciations, several of Rahman's background scores have earned him many prestigious awards ranging from Academy awards to Filmfare awards.[69][70] Some of the films which fetched him appreciations for background scores include Roja[image: External link], Bombay[image: External link], Iruvar[image: External link], Minsara Kanavu[image: External link], Dil Se..[image: External link], Taal[image: External link], Lagaan[image: External link], The Legend of Bhagat Singh[image: External link], Swades[image: External link], Rang De Basanti[image: External link], Bose: The Forgotten Hero[image: External link], Guru[image: External link], Jodhaa Akbar[image: External link], Raavanan[image: External link], Vinnaithaandi Varuvaayaa[image: External link], Rockstar[image: External link], Enthiran[image: External link] , Kadal[image: External link] , Kochadaiiyaan[image: External link] and I[image: External link]. Among his Hollywood scores, Warriors of Heaven and Earth[image: External link], Slumdog Millionaire, 127 Hours[image: External link], Million Dollar Arm[image: External link] and The Hundred-Foot Journey[image: External link] received rave reviews. A. R. Rahman received two Academy Awards for Slumdog Millionaire and two Academy Award nominations for 127 Hours[image: External link]. Recently, his scores for Kochadaiiyaan[image: External link], Million Dollar Arm[image: External link] and The Hundred-Foot Journey[image: External link] have been nominated in the long list released by Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.[71][72]
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Rahman has also been involved in non-film projects[image: External link]. Vande Mataram[image: External link], an album of original compositions released for India's 50th anniversary of its independence in 1997,[73][74][75] is one of India's bestselling non-film albums.[76] He followed it with an album for the Bharat Bala[image: External link]–directed video Jana Gana Mana[image: External link], a collection of performances by leading exponents and artists of Indian classical music[image: External link].[77] Rahman has written advertising jingles and orchestrations for athletic events, television and Internet media, documentaries and short films,[78] frequently using the Czech Film Orchestra and the Chennai Strings Orchestra.

In 1999, Rahman partnered with choreographers Shobana[image: External link] and Prabhu Deva[image: External link] and a Tamil film-dancing troupe to perform with Michael Jackson[image: External link] in Munich[image: External link], Germany at his Michael Jackson and Friends concert.[79] In 2002 he composed the music for his first stage production, Bombay Dreams[image: External link], which was commissioned by Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link].[80] The Finnish folk-music band Värttinä[image: External link] collaborated with Rahman on the Toronto production of The Lord of the Rings[image: External link], and in 2004[81] he composed "Raga's Dance" for Vanessa-Mae[image: External link]'s album Choreography[image: External link] (performed by Mae and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link]).[82]

Since 2004 Rahman has performed three successful world tours[image: External link] before audiences in Singapore, Australia, Malaysia, Dubai[image: External link], the United Kingdom, Canada, the United States and India,[81][83] and has been collaborating with Karen David[image: External link] on her upcoming studio album. A two-disc CD, Introducing A. R. Rahman (featuring 25 of his Tamil film-score pieces), was released in May 2006[84] and his non-film album Connections was released on 12 December 2008.[85] Rahman performed at a White House state dinner[image: External link] arranged by US President Barack Obama[image: External link] during an official visit by Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh[image: External link] on 24 November 2009.[86]

He is one of over 70 artists on "We Are the World 25 for Haiti[image: External link]", a charity single[image: External link] to raise relief funds in the wake of the 2010 Haiti earthquake[image: External link].[87] In 2010, Rahman composed "Jai Jai Garvi Gujarat[image: External link]" in honour of the 50th anniversary of the formation of Gujarat State,[88] "Semmozhiyaana Thamizh Mozhiyaam[image: External link]" as part of the World Classical Tamil Conference 2010[image: External link],[89] and the theme song for the 2010 Commonwealth Games[image: External link], "Jiyo Utho Bado Jeeto[image: External link]".[90] Rahman began his first world tour, (A. R. Rahman Jai Ho Concert: The Journey Home World Tour[image: External link]) on 11 June 2010 at Nassau Coliseum[image: External link] in New York; 16 cities worldwide were scheduled.[91]

Some of Rahman's notable compositions were performed by the London Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link] in April 2010.[92] In February 2011 Rahman collaborated with Michael Bolton[image: External link] on Bolton's album, Gems – The Duets Collection[image: External link],[93] reworking his "Sajna" from Couples Retreat[image: External link].[94]

On 20 May 2011 Mick Jagger[image: External link] announced the formation of a supergroup[image: External link], SuperHeavy[image: External link], with Dave Stewart[image: External link], Joss Stone[image: External link], Damian Marley[image: External link] and Rahman;[95] its self-titled album[image: External link] was scheduled for release in September 2011.[96] The album would have Jagger singing on Rahman's composition, "Satyameva Jayate" ("The Truth Alone Triumphs").[97]

In January 2012 the Deutsches Filmorchester Babelsberg[image: External link] announced that it would join KM Music Conservatory[image: External link] musicians for a 100-member concert tour of five Indian cities (Germany and India 2011–2012: Infinite Opportunities), performing Rahman's songs. The marked the centennial of Indian cinema and Babelsberg Studio, the world's oldest film studio.[69]

In Summer 2012 Rahman composed a Punjabi[image: External link] song for the London Olympics[image: External link] opening ceremony[image: External link], directed by Danny Boyle[image: External link], part of a medley showcasing Indian influence in the UK[image: External link]. Indian musician Ilaiyaraja[image: External link]'s song from the 1981 Tamil-language film Ram Lakshman[image: External link] was also chosen for the medley.[98]

In December 2012 Rahman and Shekhar Kapoor[image: External link] launched Qyuki, a networking site which is a platform for story writers to exchange their thoughts. Cisco invested ₹270 million in the startup, giving it a 17-percent share. Qyuki uses Cisco's cloud infrastructure for the site.[99][100][101] On 20 December he released the single "Infinite Love" in English and Hindi, commemorating the last day of the Mayan calendar to spread hope, peace and love. Rahman's 2013 tour, Rahmanishq, was announced on 29 July 2013 in Mumbai. Beginning in Sydney on 24 August, the tour moved to a number of cities in India.[102]

In January 2016, after a long break A. R. Rahman performed live in Chennai[image: External link] and for the first time in Coimbatore[image: External link] & Madurai[image: External link], with a complete Tamil playlist. As the name suggests, Nenje Yezhu (which means rise up) began 2016 with a positive note and with music from the heart. The proceeds of this concert will be used for flood relief in Tamil Nadu and also for creating awareness against cancer, supporting VS Medical Trust outside Chennai.[103][104][105]
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 Musical style and impact




Skilled in Carnatic music, Western and Hindustani classical music[image: External link] and the Qawwali[image: External link] style of Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan[image: External link], Rahman is noted for film songs amalgamating elements of these and other genres, layering instruments from different musical idioms in an improvisational style.[19][106] Symphonic orchestral themes accompany his scores, occasionally using a leitmotif[image: External link]. During the 1980s Rahman recorded monaural[image: External link] arrangements in common with his musical predecessors, K. V. Mahadevan[image: External link] and Vishwanathan[image: External link]– Ramamoorthy[image: External link]. In later years his methodology changed, as he experimented with the fusion of traditional instruments with new electronic sounds and technology.[19][107]

Rahman's musical interests and outlook originate in his love of experimentation. His compositions have an auteuristic[image: External link] use of counterpoint[image: External link], orchestration and the human voice[image: External link], melding Indian pop music with a unique timbre[image: External link], form and instrumentation. With this syncretic style and wide-ranging lyrics, the appeal of Rahman's music crosses classes and cultures in Indian society.[108]

His first soundtrack, for Roja, was listed on Time's all-time "10 Best Soundtracks[image: External link]" in 2005. Film critic Richard Corliss[image: External link] said that the composer's "astonishing debut work parades Rahman's gift for alchemizing outside influences until they are totally Tamil, totally Rahman",[109] and his initial global success is attributed to the South Asian diaspora[image: External link]. Music producer Ron Fair[image: External link] considers Rahman "one of the world's great living composers in any medium".[110]

Director Baz Luhrmann[image: External link] said:


I had come to the music of A. R. Rahman through the emotional and haunting score of Bombay and the wit and celebration of Lagaan. But the more of AR's music I encountered the more I was to be amazed at the sheer diversity of styles: from swinging brass bands to triumphant anthems; from joyous pop to West-End musicals. Whatever the style, A. R. Rahman's music always possesses a profound sense of humanity and spirit, qualities that inspire me the most.[111]



Rahman introduced 7.1 surround sound[image: External link] technology to South Indian films.[112]

On 21 May 2014 Rahman announced that he has partnered with former Black Eyed Peas’ Will.i.am to recreate an early popular track 'Urvashi Urvashi'. Track is 'Birthday'.[113]
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 Awards




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by A. R. Rahman[image: External link]


Rahman was the 1995 recipient of the Mauritius National Award and the Malaysian Award for his contributions to music,[114] and was nominated for a Laurence Olivier Award[image: External link] for his first West End production. A four-time National Film Award winner and recipient of six Tamil Nadu State Film Awards[image: External link], he has fifteen Filmfare Awards[image: External link] and thirteen Filmfare Awards South[image: External link] for his music.[114] Rahman has received a Kalaimamani[image: External link] from the Government of Tamil Nadu[image: External link] for excellence in the field of music, musical-achievement awards from the governments of Uttar Pradesh[image: External link] and Madhya Pradesh[image: External link] and a Padma Shri[image: External link] from the Government of India[image: External link].[115]

In 2006, he received an award from Stanford University[image: External link] for his contributions to global music.[116] The following year, Rahman entered the Limca Book of Records[image: External link] as "Indian of the Year for Contribution to Popular Music".[117] He received the 2008 Lifetime Achievement Award from the Rotary Club of Madras[image: External link].[118] In 2009, for his Slumdog Millionaire[image: External link] score, Rahman won the Broadcast Film Critics Association Award[image: External link], the Golden Globe Award for Best Original Score[image: External link],[119] the BAFTA Award for Best Film Music[image: External link] and two Academy Awards[image: External link] (Best Original Score[image: External link] and Best Original Song[image: External link], the latter shared with Gulzar[image: External link]) at the 81st Academy Awards[image: External link].

He has received honorary doctorates from Middlesex University[image: External link], Aligarh Muslim University[image: External link],[120][121] Anna University[image: External link] in Chennai and Miami University in Ohio.[122] The composer has won two Grammy Awards[image: External link]: Best Compilation Soundtrack Album[image: External link] and Best Song Written for Visual Media[image: External link].[123] Rahman received the Padma Bhushan[image: External link], India's third-highest civilian honour, in 2010.[124]

His work in 127 Hours[image: External link] won him Golden Globe, BAFTA, and two Academy Award nominations (Best Original Music Score and Best Original Song) in 2011.[125][126][127] Rahman is an Honorary Fellow of the Trinity College of Music[image: External link].[128]

On 24 October 2014 Rahman was awarded an honorary doctorate from Berklee College of Music[image: External link] during a concert paying tribute to his music featuring an international cast of students. Upon receiving his award he commented that being honored by Berklee illustrates how his life has come full circle, as at the start of his career, he had planned to study at Berklee before being offered the opportunity to score Roja.[129] During his 7 May 2012 acceptance speech of his honorary doctorate[image: External link] from Miami University[image: External link] in Ohio[image: External link], Rahman mentioned that he received a Christmas card from the family of the President of the United States[image: External link] and an invitation to dinner at the White House[image: External link].[130] A street was named in his honour in Markham, Ontario, Canada in November 2013.[131]

On 4 October 2015, the government of Seychelles named A. R. Rahman Cultural Ambassador for Seychelles in appreciation of the "invaluable services contributed to enhance Seychelles' Arts and Culture development."[132]
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 Personal life




Rahman is married to Saira Banu and has three children: Khatija, Rahima and Ameen.[133] Ameen has sung "NaNa" from Couples Retreat[image: External link], and Khatija has sung "Pudhiya Manidha" from Enthiran[image: External link].[134][135] Rahman is the uncle of composer G. V. Prakash Kumar[image: External link], the son of his older sister A. R. Reihana[image: External link].[136] Kumar's first film work was singing on Rahman's "Chikku Bukku Rayile", from his score for 1993's Gentleman.[137] Reihana's film debut was singing on "Vidai Kodu Engal Naadae" from Kannathil Muthamittal[image: External link], and she is a music director. Rahman's younger sister, Fathima, heads his music conservatory in Chennai. The youngest, Ishrath, has a music studio. A.R.Rahman is the co-brother of film actor Rahman[image: External link].[138]

Born Hindu in a Tamil Mudaliar[image: External link] family,[139][140] Dileep Kumar converted to Islam in 1989 and assumed his present name, Rahman.[18][141][142][143] After the early death of his father, his family experienced difficult times; Sufism[image: External link] influenced his mother who was a practicing Hindu[18] and, eventually, his family.[142][144] During the 81st Academy Awards[image: External link] ceremony Rahman paid tribute to his mother: "There is a Hindi dialogue, mere pass ma hai, which means 'even if I have got nothing I have my mother here'."[145] He said, "Ella pughazhum iraivanukke" ("All praise to God" in Tamil, a translation from the Quran[image: External link]) before his speech.[146]
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 Humanitarian work




Rahman is involved with a number of charitable causes. In 2004 he was appointed global ambassador of the Stop TB Partnership[image: External link], a WHO[image: External link] project.[81] Rahman has supported Save the Children[image: External link] India and worked with Yusuf Islam[image: External link] on "Indian Ocean", a song featuring a-ha[image: External link] keyboard player Magne Furuholmen[image: External link] and Travis[image: External link] drummer Neil Primrose[image: External link]. Proceeds from the song went to help orphans in Banda Aceh[image: External link] who were affected by the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami[image: External link].[147] He produced the single "We Can Make It Better" by Don Asian with Mukhtar Sahota[image: External link].[148] In 2008 Rahman opened the KM Music Conservatory[image: External link] with an audio-media education facility to train aspiring musicians in vocals, instruments, music technology and sound design. The conservatory (with prominent musicians on staff and a symphony orchestra) is located near his studio in Kodambakkam, Chennai[image: External link] and offers courses at several levels. Violinist L. Subramaniam[image: External link] is on its advisory board.[149] Several of Rahman's proteges from the studio have scored feature films.[150] He composed the theme music for a 2006 short film for The Banyan[image: External link] to aid poor women in Chennai.[151]

In 2008 Rahman and noted percussionist Sivamani[image: External link] created a song, "Jiya Se Jiya", inspired by the Free Hugs Campaign[image: External link] and promoted it with a video filmed in a number of Indian cities.[152]
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 Discography




Main article: A. R. Rahman discography[image: External link]
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Qutub-E-Kripa






Qutub-E-Kripa is an ensemble of student musicians of A. R. Rahman's KM Music Conservatory[image: External link]. They have been co-credited with A. R. Rahman for the background scores[image: External link] of O Kadhal Kanmani[image: External link] , 24, OK Jaanu[image: External link] and Kaatru Veliyidai[image: External link].[1] Now they are working in 2017 Shankar[image: External link]'s 2.0[image: External link] starring Rajinikanth[image: External link] and Akshay Kumar[image: External link] .
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Prawin Pudi






Prawin Pudi is an Indian film editor, who has worked on Telugu and Tamil language films.[1][2]
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 Career




Prawin Pudi joined the Telugu film industry as an assistant to editor Kotagiri Venkateswara Rao[image: External link] in 2000, before also apprenticing under Sreekar Prasad[image: External link] and Marthand K. Venkatesh[image: External link]. He worked on Telugu films in the early 2000s as an assistant editor, before moving on to work as a free lancer for corporate films, documentaries and television advertisements, before shifting to Pawan Kalyan Creative Works as an associate editor.[3] After making his debut as an independent editor with Aakasa Ramanna[image: External link] (2010), his first breakthrough came after working with Trivikram Srinivas[image: External link] in the action comedy Julai[image: External link] (2012).[4] Since then, Prawin has regularly collaborated with the film maker in Attarintiki Daredi[image: External link] (2013) and S/O Satyamurthy[image: External link] (2015). He has also worked closely with Vikram Kumar[image: External link], working with him in the successful Manam (2014) and the Tamil film, 24[image: External link] (2016).[5]

He was also associated in the making of I Am That Change[image: External link], a short film produced by Allu Arjun[image: External link] to mark the 68th Independence Day of India[image: External link].
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Aakasa Ramanna[image: External link] (2010)
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Katha Screenplay Darsakatvam Appalaraju[image: External link] (2011)
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2D Entertainment






2D Entertainment is an Indian film[image: External link] production[image: External link] and distribution[image: External link] company established by Tamil actor Suriya, son of actor Sivakumar[image: External link]. Key people involved are Rajsekar Pandian, Suriya's younger brother Karthi[image: External link] and wife Jyothika[image: External link]. The company was named by the starting letter of Suriya's children Diya and Dev. The company was established in 2013.
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Best Cinematography at 64th National Film Awards for DOP Tirru[image: External link] for 24 (2016) [1][2]


	
Best Production Design[image: External link] at 64th National Film Awards for Subrata Chakraborthy, Shreyas Khedekar, Amit Ray for 24 (2016) [3][4]
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	Title
	Year
	Director
	Cast
	Budget
	Box office
	Synopsis
	Stage
	Ref.



	36 Vayadhinile[image: External link]
	2015
	Roshan Andrews, Roshan Andrews[image: External link]
	Jyothika[image: External link], Rahman[image: External link], Abhirami[image: External link], Amritha Anil
	₹3 crore (US$470,000)
	₹30 crore (US$4.7 million)
	A wife decides to rediscover herself and pursue her creative interests after her husband and daughter leave her to emigrate to Ireland[image: External link].
	
	[5]



	Pasanga 2[image: External link]
	Pandiraj, Pandiraj[image: External link]
	Nishesh, Vaishnavi, Suriya, Amala Paul[image: External link]
	₹4.5 crore (US$700,000)
	₹52 crore (US$8.1 million)
	Two hyperactive[image: External link], young children and their parents struggle to fit into the norms of school life but a doctor helps change their attitudes.
	
	[6]



	24
	2016
	Vikram Kumar, Vikram Kumar[image: External link]
	Suriya, Samantha[image: External link], Nithya Menen
	₹75 crore (US$12 million)
	₹157.38 crore (US$24 million)
	The evil brother of a scientist hopes to steal his brother's time-travel device, to make him immortal.
	
	[7][8]



	Magalir Mattum[image: External link]
	2017
	Bramma
	Jyothika[image: External link], Saranya, Urvashi[image: External link], Bhanupriya[image: External link], Nassar[image: External link], Livingston[image: External link]
	TBA
	Post-production
	Budget ₹6 crore (US$930,000)
	[9]



	Thaana Serndha Kootam[image: External link]
	Vignesh Shivan[image: External link]
	Suriya, Keerthy Suresh[image: External link], Senthil[image: External link], Saranya Ponvannan
	TBA
	Filming
	Budget ₹60 crore (US$9.3 million)
	[10]
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	Title
	Year
	Director
	Ref



	Kadugu[image: External link]
	2017
	Vijay Milton[image: External link]
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	Title
	Year
	Director



	Magalir Mattum[image: External link]
	2017
	Bramma



	Kadugu[image: External link]
	2017
	Vijay Milton[image: External link]



	Thaana Serndha Kootam[image: External link]
	2017
	Vignesh Shivan[image: External link]
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Eros International






Eros International Media Ltd is an Indian motion picture[image: External link] production[image: External link] and distribution company[image: External link], based in Mumbai. Founded by Arjan Lulla in 1977 it is considered as one of the leading production and distribution company in India.[1] Currently, his sons Kishore Lulla[2] and Sunil Lulla are handling the company.

Eros co-produces, acquires and distributes Indian language films in multiple formats worldwide, including theatrical, television syndication and digital platforms.[3]

The group distribution network includes over 50 countries, with films dubbed in over 25 languages[4] and offices in India, UK, United States, Dubai[image: External link], Australia, Fiji[image: External link] and the Isle of Man[image: External link]. Eros has over 2,300 films in its library, plus an additional 700 films for which the group holds digital rights only.

In 2006, Eros International plc[image: External link], the holding company of the Eros Group, became the first Indian media company to list on the Alternative Investment Market[image: External link] (AIM) of the London Stock Exchange. Subsequently, the company delisted from AIM in November 2013 to list on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE:EROS).[5]

In 2010, Eros listed its Indian subsidiary Eros International Media Limited on the Bombay Stock Exchange[image: External link] (BSE) and National Stock Exchange[image: External link] (NSE) in India.
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Following are the list of notable films produced/distributed by Eros.



	Year
	Film
	Language



	1980
	Shaan[image: External link]
	Hindi language[image: External link]



	1981
	Lawaaris[image: External link]
	Hindi



	1986
	Janbaaz[image: External link]
	Hindi



	1986
	Sajna Saath Nibhana
	Hindi



	1987
	Mr India[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2007
	Partner[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2007
	Gandhi, My Father[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2007
	Heyy Babyy[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2007
	Nanhe Jaisalmer[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2007
	Dus Kahaniyaan[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2007
	Om Shanti Om[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2008
	Haal-e-Dil
	Hindi



	2008
	Money Hai Toh Honey Hai[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2008
	C Kkompany[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2008
	Hijack[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2008
	Yuvvraaj[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2008
	Heroes[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2009
	Kambakkht Ishq[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2009
	Love Aaj Kal[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2009
	Aladin[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2009
	London Dreams[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2009
	Heer Ranjha[image: External link]
	Punjabi[image: External link]



	2009
	3 Idiots[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2010
	Veer[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2010
	Karthik Calling Karthik[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2010
	Pankh[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2010
	Paathshaala[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2010
	Housefull[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2010
	Milenge Milenge[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2010
	Golmaal 3[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2010
	No Problem[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2011
	Game[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2011
	Chalo Dilli[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2011
	Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2011
	Ra.One[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2011
	Rockstar[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2011
	Desi Boyz[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2012
	Agent Vinod[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2012
	Housefull 2[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2012
	Ferrari Ki Sawaari[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2012
	Teri Meri Kahaani[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2012
	Cocktail[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2012
	Kyaa Super Kool Hain Hum[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2012
	Shirin Farhad Ki Toh Nikal Padi[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2012
	English Vinglish[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2012
	English Vinglish[image: External link]
	Tamil



	2012
	Bhoot Returns[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2012
	Maatraan[image: External link]
	Tamil



	2012
	Student Of The Year[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2012
	Khiladi 786[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2013
	Nugam[image: External link]
	Tamil



	2013
	Table No.21[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2013
	Main Krishna Hoon[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2013
	Go Goa Gone[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2013
	Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2013
	Raanjhnaa[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2013
	Goliyon Ki Raasleela: Ram-Leela[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2013
	Singh Saab The Great[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2013
	R... Rajkumar[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2014
	1[image: External link]
	Telugu[image: External link]



	2014
	Jai Ho[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2014
	Amara[image: External link]
	Tamil



	2014
	Dishkiyaaoon[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2014
	Kochadaiiyaan[image: External link]
	Tamil



	2014
	Aagadu[image: External link]
	Telugu



	2014
	Ek Villain[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2014
	Dr. Cabbie[image: External link]
	English



	2014
	Lingaa[image: External link]
	Tamil



	2014
	Lekar Hum Deewana Dil[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2014
	Happy Ending[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2014
	Action Jackson[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2015
	NH10[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2015
	Tevar[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2015
	Shamitabh[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2015
	Badlapur[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2015
	Tanu Weds Manu Returns[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2015
	Aga Bai Arechyaa 2[image: External link]
	Marathi[image: External link]



	2015
	Bajrangi Bhaijaan[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2015
	Bajirao Mastani[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2015
	Bela Seshe[image: External link]
	Bengali



	2015
	Uttama Villain[image: External link]
	Tamil



	2015
	Massu Engira Masilamani[image: External link]
	Tamil



	2015
	Mukhtiar Chadha[image: External link]
	Punjabi



	2015
	Shareek[image: External link]
	Punjabi



	2015
	Srimanthudu[image: External link]
	Telugu



	2015
	Life of Josutty[image: External link]
	Malayalam[image: External link]



	2015
	Pathemari[image: External link]
	Malayalam



	2015
	Mumbai Pune Mumbai 2[image: External link]
	Marathi



	2016
	Monchora[image: External link]
	Bengali



	2016
	Sanam Teri Kasam[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2016
	Guru[image: External link]
	Marathi



	2016
	Phuntroo[image: External link]
	Marathi



	2016
	& Jara Hatke
	Marathi



	2016
	Dictator[image: External link]
	Telugu



	2016
	Sardaar Gabbar Singh[image: External link]
	Telugu



	2016
	Ganvesh
	Marathi



	2016
	24
	Tamil



	2016
	Praktan[image: External link]
	Bengali



	2016
	Happy Wedding[image: External link]
	Malayalam



	2016
	Uyire Uyire[image: External link]
	Tamil



	2016
	Housefull 3[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2016
	Sesh Sangbad[image: External link]
	Bengali



	2016
	IDI[image: External link]
	Malayalam



	2016
	White[image: External link]
	Malayalam



	2016
	YZ[image: External link]
	Marathi



	2016
	Happy Bhag Jayegi[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2016
	Janatha Garage[image: External link]
	Telugu



	2016
	Olappeeppi[image: External link]
	Malayalam



	2016
	Banjo[image: External link]
	Hindi



	2016
	Amar Prem
	Bengali



	2017
	Aake[image: External link]
	Kannada



	2017
	C/O Saira Banu[image: External link]
	Malayalam



	2017
	Enkitta Mothathe[image: External link]
	Tamil



	2017
	Rakshadhikari Baiju Oppu[image: External link]
	Malayalam



	2017
	Oru Kidayin Karunai Manu[image: External link]
	Tamil



	2017
	Ner Vazhi
	Tamil



	2017
	Posto[image: External link]
	Bengali[image: External link]
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 Film music produced by Eros Music




Following are the list of notable music albums produced by Eros Music.



	Year
	Film
	Language
	Notes



	2012
	English Vinglish[image: External link]
	Hindi[image: External link]
	Also Film Producer



	2012
	English Vinglish[image: External link]
	Tamil
	Also Film Producer



	2014
	Kaththi[image: External link]
	Tamil
	Also Film Distributor



	2014
	Lingaa[image: External link]
	Tamil
	Also Film Distributor



	2015
	Darling[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2015
	Tamiluku En Ondrai Aluthavum[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2015
	Pencil[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2015
	Massu Engira Masilamani[image: External link]
	Tamil
	Also Film Distributor



	2015
	Narathan[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2015
	Life of Josutty[image: External link]
	Malayalam[image: External link]
	Also Film Producer



	2015
	Pathemari[image: External link]
	Malayalam
	Also Film Distributor



	2015
	Asurakulam[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2015
	Mukhtiar Chadha[image: External link]
	Punjabi[image: External link]
	Also Film Distributor



	2015
	Shareek[image: External link]
	Punjabi
	Also Film Distributor



	2016
	Sanam Teri Kasam[image: External link]
	Hindi
	Also Film Distributor



	2016
	Dictator[image: External link]
	Telugu[image: External link]
	Also Film Producer and Distributor



	2016
	Sardaar Gabbar Singh[image: External link]
	Telugu
	Also Film Producer and Distributor



	2016
	24
	Tamil
	Also Film Distributor



	2016
	Metro[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2017
	Enkitta Mothathe[image: External link]
	Tamil
	Also Film Producer



	2017
	Pirai Thaediya Naatkal
	Tamil
	Also Film Producer



	2017
	Vijay 61
	Tamil
	Also Film Distributor



	2017
	Singam III: Si3[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2017
	Ner Vazhi
	Tamil
	Also Film Producer



	2017
	Oru Kidayin Karunai Manu[image: External link]
	Tamil
	Also Film Producer
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Studio Green






Studio Green is an Indian film[image: External link] production and distribution company based in Chennai[image: External link].[1] The company was founded in 2006 by K.E. Gnanavel Raja, relative of actor Sivakumar[image: External link] and many of their films feature his sons Suriya and Karthi[image: External link]. They have produced several Tamil films and also distributed films across South India.[2]
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 History




The company first produced and distributed the film Sillunu Oru Kaadhal[image: External link] starring Suriya[image: External link], in 2006. Next they produced and distributed Paruthiveeran[image: External link], introducing Karthik Sivakumar[image: External link], younger brother of Suriya. It ran for more than a year in screens in Tamil Nadu.[3] Following this success, Singam[image: External link] was produced. The Hari[image: External link] directed action film, starring Suriya, also went on to become highly successful at the box office, emerging as one of the highest-grossing Tamil films of that year[image: External link]. Their following production was Naan Mahaan Alla[image: External link] starring Karthi and Kajal Agarwal[image: External link] which also became a commercial success. Their next production was Siruthai[image: External link] starring Karthi and Tamannaah Bhatia[image: External link], which released on 14 January 2011, coinciding with the Pongal festival and turned out to be another milestone in his career. Simultaneously, they distributed Yamudu, the dubbed Telugu version of Singam and Aawara, that of Paiyaa[image: External link], in Andhra Pradesh. The former managed to run for 50 days in screens all over the state[4] while Aawara also received good response and ran more than 100 days.[5]

Studio Green distributed the Karthi starrer film, Saguni[image: External link] in 2012. They also started venturing into small scale films in the same year by purchasing and distributing Attakathi[image: External link] and Kumki[image: External link].[6] Its first production in 2013, Alex Pandian[image: External link] starring Karthi opened to negative reviews while the first distribution Kedi Billa Killadi Ranga[image: External link] was a commercial success. They also distributed Soodhu Kavvum[image: External link] which opened to highly positive critical reaction.[7] The studio produced another film starring Karthi, All in All Azhagu Raja[image: External link] directed by M. Rajesh[image: External link]. The film released in November and attracted negative reviews. It failed to emulate the success of the director's previous films.[8]
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	Year
	Title
	Cast
	Director
	Notes



	2006
	Sillunu Oru Kaadhal[image: External link]
	Suriya[image: External link], Jyothika[image: External link], Bhoomika Chawla[image: External link]
	N. Krishna[image: External link]
	



	2007
	Paruthiveeran[image: External link]
	Karthi[image: External link], Priyamani[image: External link]
	Ameer[image: External link]
	Filmfare Award for Best Film – Tamil[image: External link]

Vijay Award for Best Film[image: External link]

Nominated - Vijay Award for Favourite Film[image: External link] , National Award for Best Actress- Leading role [ WINNER] Priyamani



	2010
	Singam[image: External link]
	Suriya[image: External link], Anushka Shetty[image: External link]
	Hari[image: External link]
	Vijay Award for Entertainer of the Year[image: External link]



	2010
	Naan Mahaan Alla[image: External link]
	Karthi[image: External link], Kajal Aggarwal[image: External link]
	Suseenthiran[image: External link]
	Nominated - Vijay Award for Favourite Film[image: External link]



	2011
	Siruthai[image: External link]
	Karthi[image: External link], Tamannaah[image: External link]
	Siva[image: External link]
	Nominated - Vijay Award for Favourite Film[image: External link]



	2013
	Alex Pandian[image: External link]
	Karthi[image: External link], Anushka Shetty[image: External link]
	Suraj[image: External link]
	



	2013
	All in All Azhagu Raja[image: External link]
	Karthi[image: External link], Kajal Aggarwal[image: External link]
	M. Rajesh[image: External link]
	



	2013
	Biriyani[image: External link]
	Karthi[image: External link], Hansika Motwani[image: External link]
	Venkat Prabhu[image: External link]
	



	2014
	Madras[image: External link]
	Karthi[image: External link], Catherine Tresa
	Pa. Ranjith[image: External link]
	



	2015
	Darling[image: External link]
	G. V. Prakash Kumar[image: External link], Nikki Galrani[image: External link]
	Sam Anton
	



	2015
	Komban[image: External link]
	Karthi[image: External link], Lakshmi Menon[image: External link]
	M. Muthaiah
	



	2015
	Masss[image: External link]
	Suriya[image: External link], Nayantara[image: External link], Pranitha Subhash[image: External link]
	Venkat Prabhu
	



	2015
	Indru Netru Naalai[image: External link]
	Vishnu Vishal[image: External link], Mia George[image: External link], Karunakaran[image: External link]
	R. Ravikumar
	



	2016
	Kadhalum Kadandhu Pogum[image: External link]
	Vijay Sethupathi[image: External link], Madonna Sebastian[image: External link]
	Nalan Kumarasamy[image: External link]
	



	2016
	Iraivi[image: External link]
	S. J. Surya[image: External link], Vijay Sethupathi[image: External link], Bobby Simha[image: External link], Anjali[image: External link], Karunakaran[image: External link]
	Karthik Subbaraj
	



	2016
	Darling 2[image: External link]
	Kalaiyarasan[image: External link], Rameez Raja[image: External link], Kaali Venkat[image: External link], Ramdoss[image: External link]
	Sathish Chandrasekaran
	



	2017
	Si3[image: External link]
	Suriya, Shruti Haasan[image: External link], Anushka Shetty[image: External link]
	Hari[image: External link]
	



	2017
	Thaana Serndha Kootam[image: External link]
	Suriya[image: External link], Keerthy Suresh[image: External link], RJ Balaji[image: External link]
	Vignesh Shivan[image: External link]
	Filming



	2017
	Untitled Allu Arjun Project
	Allu Arjun[image: External link]
	N. Lingusamy[image: External link]
	Announced
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	Year
	Title
	Cast/Crew
	Language
	Notes



	2007
	Nuvvu Nennu Prema
	Suriya, Jyothika[image: External link], Bhumika Chawla[image: External link]
	Telugu
	Dubbed version of Sillunu Oru Kaadhal[image: External link]



	2010
	Yuganiki Okkadu
	Karthi[image: External link], Reema Sen[image: External link], Andrea Jeremiah[image: External link]
	Telugu
	Dubbed version of Aayirathil Oruvan



	2010
	Aawara
	Karthi[image: External link], Tamannaah[image: External link], Milind Soman[image: External link]
	Telugu
	Dubbed version of Paiyaa[image: External link]



	2010
	Yamudu
	Suriya, Anushka Shetty[image: External link], Prakash Raj[image: External link]
	Telugu
	Dubbed version of Singam[image: External link]



	2011
	Naa Peru Shiva
	Karthi[image: External link], Kajal Aggarwal[image: External link], Jayaprakash[image: External link]
	Telugu
	Dubbed version of Naan Mahaan Alla[image: External link]



	2012
	Saguni[image: External link]
	Karthi[image: External link], Pranitha[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2012
	Attakathi[image: External link]
	Attakathi Dinesh[image: External link], Nandita[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2012
	Kumki[image: External link][9]
	Vikram Prabhu[image: External link], Lakshmi Menon[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2013
	Kedi Billa Killadi Ranga[image: External link]
	Vimal[image: External link], Sivakarthikeyan[image: External link], Bindu Madhavi[image: External link], Regina Cassandra[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2013
	Soodhu Kavvum[image: External link]
	Vijay Sethupathi[image: External link], Sanchita Shetty[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2013
	Yamudu II
	Suriya, Anushka Shetty[image: External link], Hansika Motwani[image: External link]
	Telugu
	Dubbed version of Singam II[image: External link]



	2013
	Pizza II: Villa[image: External link]
	Ashok Selvan[image: External link], Sanchita Shetty[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2014
	Vallavanukku Pullum Aayudham[image: External link]
	Santhanam[image: External link], Ashna Zaveri[image: External link]
	Tamil[image: External link]
	



	2015
	O Kadhal Kanmani[image: External link]
	Mani Ratnam[image: External link], A. R. Rahman, Dulquer Salmaan[image: External link], Nithya Menen
	Tamil[image: External link]
	



	2015
	36 Vayathinile[image: External link]
	Rosshan Andrrews[image: External link], Jyothika[image: External link], Rahman[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2015
	Uttama Villain[image: External link]
	Kamal Haasan[image: External link], K.Balachander[image: External link], Ramesh Aravind[image: External link], Urvashi[image: External link], Andrea Jeremiah[image: External link], Pooja Kumar[image: External link], Parvathi Menon[image: External link], Parvathy Nair[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2015
	Baahubali: The Beginning
	S. S. Rajamouli[image: External link], Prabhas[image: External link], Rana Daggubati[image: External link], Anushka Shetty[image: External link], Tamannaah[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2015
	Trisha Illana Nayanthara[image: External link]
	Adhik Ravichandran[image: External link], G. V. Prakash Kumar[image: External link], Anandhi[image: External link], Manisha Yadav[image: External link], Simran[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2015
	Pasanga 2: Haiku[image: External link]
	Nishesh, Vaishnavi, Suriya, Amala Paul[image: External link]
	Tamil
	



	2016
	24
	Suriya, Samantha Ruth Prabhu[image: External link], Nithya Menen, Vikram Kumar[image: External link]
	Tamil[image: External link]
	[10][11][12][13][14]



	2017
	Hara Hara Mahadevaki[image: External link]
	Gautham Karthik[image: External link], Nikki Galrani[image: External link]
	Tamil[image: External link]
	Filming
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India






This article is about the Republic of India. For other uses, see India (disambiguation)[image: External link].

India, officially the Republic of India (Bhārat Gaṇarājya),[e] is a country in South Asia[image: External link]. It is the seventh-largest[image: External link] country by area, the second-most populous[image: External link] country (with over 1.2 billion people[image: External link]), and the most populous democracy[image: External link] in the world. It is bounded by the Indian Ocean[image: External link] on the south, the Arabian Sea[image: External link] on the southwest, and the Bay of Bengal[image: External link] on the southeast. It shares land borders with Pakistan[image: External link] to the west;[f] China[image: External link], Nepal[image: External link], and Bhutan[image: External link] to the northeast; and Myanmar (Burma)[image: External link] and Bangladesh[image: External link] to the east. In the Indian Ocean, India is in the vicinity of Sri Lanka[image: External link] and the Maldives[image: External link]. India's Andaman and Nicobar Islands[image: External link] share a maritime border with Thailand[image: External link] and Indonesia[image: External link].

The Indian subcontinent[image: External link] was home to the urban Indus Valley Civilisation[image: External link] of the 3rd millennium BCE. In the following millennium, the oldest scriptures associated with Hinduism[image: External link] began to be composed. Social stratification, based on caste[image: External link], emerged in the first millennium BCE, and Buddhism[image: External link] and Jainism[image: External link] arose. Early political consolidations took place under the Maurya[image: External link] and Gupta empires[image: External link]; the later peninsular Middle Kingdoms[image: External link] influenced cultures as far as southeast Asia. In the medieval era, Judaism[image: External link], Zoroastrianism[image: External link], Christianity[image: External link], and Islam[image: External link] arrived, and Sikhism[image: External link] emerged, all adding to the region's diverse culture[image: External link]. Much of the north fell to the Delhi sultanate[image: External link]; the south was united under the Vijayanagara Empire[image: External link]. The economy expanded in the 17th century in the Mughal Empire[image: External link]. In the mid-18th century, the subcontinent came under British East India Company rule[image: External link], and in the mid-19th under British crown rule[image: External link]. A nationalist movement[image: External link] emerged in the late 19th century, which later, under Mahatma Gandhi[image: External link], was noted for nonviolent resistance[image: External link] and led to India's independence in 1947.

In 2015, the Indian economy[image: External link] was the world's seventh largest[image: External link] by nominal GDP[image: External link] and third largest[image: External link] by purchasing power parity[image: External link].[15] Following market-based economic reforms[image: External link] in 1991, India became one of the fastest-growing major economies[image: External link] and is considered a newly industrialised country[image: External link]. However, it continues to face the challenges of poverty[image: External link], corruption[image: External link], malnutrition[image: External link], and inadequate public healthcare[image: External link]. A nuclear weapons state[image: External link] and regional power[image: External link], it has the third largest standing army[image: External link] in the world and ranks fifth in military expenditure[image: External link] among nations. India is a federal republic[image: External link] governed under a parliamentary system[image: External link] and consists of 29 states and 7 union territories[image: External link]. It is a pluralistic[image: External link], multilingual and multi-ethnic society and is also home to a diversity of wildlife[image: External link] in a variety of protected habitats[image: External link].
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Main article: Names of India[image: External link]


The name India is derived from Indus, which originates from the Old Persian[image: External link] word Hindu.[18] The latter term stems from the Sanskrit[image: External link] word Sindhu, which was the historical local appellation for the Indus River[image: External link].[19] The ancient Greeks[image: External link] referred to the Indians as Indoi (Ἰνδοί), which translates as "The people of the Indus".[20]

The geographical term Bharat (Bhārat, pronounced  [ˈbʱaːrət̪][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link])), which is recognised by the Constitution of India[image: External link] as an official name for the country,[21] is used by many Indian languages[image: External link] in its variations. It is a modernisation of the historical name Bharatavarsha, which traditionally referred to the Indian subcontinent and gained increasing currency from the mid-19th century as a native name for India.[22][23] Scholars believe it to be named after the Vedic tribe of Bhāratas[image: External link] in the second millennium BCE.[24] It is also traditionally associated with the rule of the legendary emperor Bharata[image: External link].[25] Gaṇarājya[image: External link] (literally, people's State) is the Sanskrit[image: External link]/ Hindi[image: External link] term for "republic" dating back to the ancient times.[26][27][28]

Hindustan[image: External link] ( [ɦɪnd̪ʊˈst̪aːn][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link])) is a Persian[image: External link] name for India dating back to the 3rd century BCE. It was introduced into India by the Mughals[image: External link] and widely used since then. Its meaning varied, referring to a region that encompassed northern India and Pakistan[image: External link] or India in its entirety.[22][23][29] Currently, the name may refer to either the northern part of India or the entire country.[29]
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Main articles: History of India[image: External link] and History of the Republic of India[image: External link]
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 Ancient India




The earliest authenticated human[image: External link] remains in South Asia[image: External link] date to about 30,000 years ago.[30] Nearly contemporaneous Mesolithic[image: External link] rock art sites have been found in many parts of the Indian subcontinent, including at the Bhimbetka rock shelters[image: External link] in Madhya Pradesh[image: External link].[31] Around 7000 BCE, the first known Neolithic[image: External link] settlements appeared on the subcontinent in Mehrgarh[image: External link] and other sites in western Pakistan.[32] These gradually developed into the Indus Valley Civilisation[image: External link],[33] the first urban culture in South Asia;[34] it flourished during 2500–1900 BCE in Pakistan and western India.[35] Centred around cities such as Mohenjo-daro[image: External link], Harappa[image: External link], Dholavira[image: External link], and Kalibangan[image: External link], and relying on varied forms of subsistence, the civilisation engaged robustly in crafts production and wide-ranging trade.[34]

During the period 2000–500 BCE, in terms of culture, many regions of the subcontinent transitioned from the Chalcolithic[image: External link] to the Iron Age[image: External link].[36] The Vedas[image: External link], the oldest scriptures associated with Hinduism[image: External link],[37] were composed during this period,[38] and historians have analysed these to posit a Vedic culture[image: External link] in the Punjab region[image: External link] and the upper Gangetic Plain[image: External link].[36] Most historians also consider this period to have encompassed several waves of Indo-Aryan migration[image: External link] into the subcontinent.[39][37] The caste system[image: External link] arose during this period, creating a hierarchy of priests, warriors, free peasants and traders, and lastly the indigenous peoples who were regarded as impure; and small tribal units gradually coalesced into monarchical, state-level polities.[40][41] On the Deccan Plateau[image: External link], archaeological evidence from this period suggests the existence of a chiefdom stage of political organisation.[36] In southern India, a progression to sedentary life is indicated by the large number of megalithic[image: External link] monuments dating from this period,[42] as well as by nearby traces of agriculture, irrigation tanks, and craft traditions.[42]

In the late Vedic period[image: External link], around the 6th century BCE, the small states and chiefdoms of the Ganges[image: External link] Plain and the north-western regions had consolidated into 16 major oligarchies and monarchies that were known as the mahajanapadas[image: External link].[43][44] The emerging urbanisation gave rise to non-Vedic religious movements, two of which became independent religions. Jainism came into prominence during the life of its exemplar, Mahavira[image: External link].[45] Buddhism, based on the teachings of Gautama Buddha[image: External link] attracted followers from all social classes excepting the middle class; chronicling the life of the Buddha was central to the beginnings of recorded history in India.[46][47][48] In an age of increasing urban wealth, both religions held up renunciation[image: External link] as an ideal,[49] and both established long-lasting monastic traditions. Politically, by the 3rd century BCE, the kingdom of Magadha[image: External link] had annexed or reduced other states to emerge as the Mauryan Empire[image: External link].[50] The empire was once thought to have controlled most of the subcontinent excepting the far south, but its core regions are now thought to have been separated by large autonomous areas.[51][52] The Mauryan kings are known as much for their empire-building and determined management of public life as for Ashoka[image: External link]'s renunciation of militarism and far-flung advocacy of the Buddhist dhamma[image: External link].[53][54]

The Sangam literature[image: External link] of the Tamil language reveals that, between 200 BCE and 200 CE, the southern peninsula was being ruled by the Cheras[image: External link], the Cholas[image: External link], and the Pandyas[image: External link], dynasties that traded extensively with the Roman Empire[image: External link] and with West[image: External link] and South-East Asia[image: External link].[55][56] In North India, Hinduism asserted patriarchal control within the family, leading to increased subordination of women.[57][50] By the 4th and 5th centuries, the Gupta Empire[image: External link] had created in the greater Ganges Plain a complex system of administration and taxation that became a model for later Indian kingdoms.[58][59] Under the Guptas, a renewed Hinduism based on devotion rather than the management of ritual began to assert itself.[60] The renewal was reflected in a flowering of sculpture[image: External link] and architecture[image: External link], which found patrons among an urban elite.[59] Classical Sanskrit literature[image: External link] flowered as well, and Indian science[image: External link], astronomy[image: External link], medicine[image: External link], and mathematics[image: External link] made significant advances.[59]
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 Medieval India




The Indian early medieval age, 600 CE to 1200 CE, is defined by regional kingdoms and cultural diversity.[61] When Harsha[image: External link] of Kannauj[image: External link], who ruled much of the Indo-Gangetic Plain from 606 to 647 CE, attempted to expand southwards, he was defeated by the Chalukya[image: External link] ruler of the Deccan.[62] When his successor attempted to expand eastwards, he was defeated by the Pala[image: External link] king of Bengal[image: External link].[62] When the Chalukyas attempted to expand southwards, they were defeated by the Pallavas[image: External link] from farther south, who in turn were opposed by the Pandyas[image: External link] and the Cholas[image: External link] from still farther south.[62] No ruler of this period was able to create an empire and consistently control lands much beyond his core region.[61] During this time, pastoral peoples whose land had been cleared to make way for the growing agricultural economy were accommodated within caste society, as were new non-traditional ruling classes.[63] The caste system consequently began to show regional differences.[63]

In the 6th and 7th centuries, the first devotional hymns[image: External link] were created in the Tamil language.[64] They were imitated all over India and led to both the resurgence of Hinduism and the development of all modern languages of the subcontinent[image: External link].[64] Indian royalty, big and small, and the temples they patronised, drew citizens in great numbers to the capital cities, which became economic hubs as well.[65] Temple towns of various sizes began to appear everywhere as India underwent another urbanisation.[65] By the 8th and 9th centuries, the effects were felt in South-East Asia, as South Indian culture and political systems were exported to lands that became part of modern-day Myanmar[image: External link], Thailand[image: External link], Laos[image: External link], Cambodia[image: External link], Vietnam[image: External link], Philippines[image: External link], Malaysia[image: External link], and Java[image: External link].[66] Indian merchants, scholars, and sometimes armies were involved in this transmission; South-East Asians took the initiative as well, with many sojourning in Indian seminaries and translating Buddhist and Hindu texts into their languages.[66]

After the 10th century, Muslim Central Asian nomadic clans, using swift-horse[image: External link] cavalry and raising vast armies united by ethnicity and religion, repeatedly overran South Asia's north-western plains, leading eventually to the establishment of the Islamic Delhi Sultanate[image: External link] in 1206.[67] The sultanate was to control much of North India, and to make many forays into South India. Although at first disruptive for the Indian elites, the sultanate largely left its vast non-Muslim subject population to its own laws and customs.[68][69] By repeatedly repulsing Mongol raiders[image: External link] in the 13th century, the sultanate saved India from the devastation visited on West and Central Asia, setting the scene for centuries of migration[image: External link] of fleeing soldiers, learned men, mystics, traders, artists, and artisans from that region into the subcontinent, thereby creating a syncretic Indo-Islamic culture in the north.[70][71] The sultanate's raiding and weakening of the regional kingdoms of South India paved the way for the indigenous Vijayanagara Empire[image: External link].[72] Embracing a strong Shaivite[image: External link] tradition and building upon the military technology of the sultanate, the empire came to control much of peninsular India,[73] and was to influence South Indian society for long afterwards.[72]
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 Early modern India




In the early 16th century, northern India, being then under mainly Muslim rulers,[74] fell again to the superior mobility and firepower of a new generation of Central Asian warriors.[75] The resulting Mughal Empire[image: External link] did not stamp out the local societies it came to rule, but rather balanced and pacified them through new administrative practices[76][77] and diverse and inclusive ruling elites,[78] leading to more systematic, centralised, and uniform rule.[79] Eschewing tribal bonds and Islamic identity, especially under Akbar[image: External link], the Mughals united their far-flung realms through loyalty, expressed through a Persianised culture, to an emperor who had near-divine status.[78] The Mughal state's economic policies, deriving most revenues from agriculture[80] and mandating that taxes be paid in the well-regulated silver currency,[81] caused peasants and artisans to enter larger markets.[79] The relative peace maintained by the empire during much of the 17th century was a factor in India's economic expansion,[79] resulting in greater patronage of painting[image: External link], literary forms, textiles, and architecture[image: External link].[82] Newly coherent social groups in northern and western India, such as the Marathas[image: External link], the Rajputs[image: External link], and the Sikhs[image: External link], gained military and governing ambitions during Mughal rule, which, through collaboration or adversity, gave them both recognition and military experience.[83] Expanding commerce during Mughal rule gave rise to new Indian commercial and political elites along the coasts of southern and eastern India.[83] As the empire disintegrated, many among these elites were able to seek and control their own affairs.[84]

By the early 18th century, with the lines between commercial and political dominance being increasingly blurred, a number of European trading companies, including the English East India Company[image: External link], had established coastal outposts.[85][86] The East India Company's control of the seas, greater resources, and more advanced military training and technology led it to increasingly flex its military muscle and caused it to become attractive to a portion of the Indian elite; these factors were crucial in allowing the company to gain control over the Bengal[image: External link] region by 1765 and sideline the other European companies.[87][85][88][89] Its further access to the riches of Bengal and the subsequent increased strength and size of its army enabled it to annex or subdue most of India by the 1820s.[90] India was then no longer exporting manufactured goods as it long had, but was instead supplying the British Empire[image: External link] with raw materials, and many historians consider this to be the onset of India's colonial period.[85] By this time, with its economic power severely curtailed by the British parliament and itself effectively made an arm of British administration, the company began to more consciously enter non-economic arenas such as education, social reform, and culture.[91]
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 Modern India




Historians consider India's modern age to have begun sometime between 1848 and 1885. The appointment in 1848 of Lord Dalhousie[image: External link] as Governor General of the East India Company set the stage for changes essential to a modern state. These included the consolidation and demarcation of sovereignty, the surveillance of the population, and the education of citizens. Technological changes—among them, railways, canals, and the telegraph—were introduced not long after their introduction in Europe.[92][93][94][95] However, disaffection with the company also grew during this time, and set off the Indian Rebellion of 1857[image: External link]. Fed by diverse resentments and perceptions, including invasive British-style social reforms, harsh land taxes, and summary treatment of some rich landowners and princes, the rebellion rocked many regions of northern and central India and shook the foundations of Company rule.[96][97] Although the rebellion was suppressed by 1858, it led to the dissolution of the East India Company and to the direct administration of India[image: External link] by the British government. Proclaiming a unitary state and a gradual but limited British-style parliamentary system, the new rulers also protected princes and landed gentry as a feudal safeguard against future unrest.[98][99] In the decades following, public life gradually emerged all over India, leading eventually to the founding of the Indian National Congress[image: External link] in 1885.[100][101][102][103]

The rush of technology and the commercialisation of agriculture in the second half of the 19th century was marked by economic setbacks—many small farmers became dependent on the whims of far-away markets.[104] There was an increase in the number of large-scale famines[image: External link],[105] and, despite the risks of infrastructure development borne by Indian taxpayers, little industrial employment was generated for Indians.[106] There were also salutary effects: commercial cropping, especially in the newly canalled Punjab, led to increased food production for internal consumption.[107] The railway network provided critical famine relief,[108] notably reduced the cost of moving goods,[108] and helped nascent Indian-owned industry.[107]

After World War I, in which approximately one million Indians served[image: External link],[109] a new period began. It was marked by British reforms[image: External link] but also repressive legislations[image: External link], by more strident Indian calls for self-rule, and by the beginnings of a nonviolent[image: External link] movement of non-co-operation, of which Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi[image: External link] would become the leader and enduring symbol.[110] During the 1930s, slow legislative reform was enacted by the British; the Indian National Congress won victories in the resulting elections.[111] The next decade was beset with crises: Indian participation in World War II[image: External link], the Congress's final push for non-co-operation, and an upsurge of Muslim nationalism. All were capped by the advent of independence in 1947, but tempered by the partition of India[image: External link] into two states: India and Pakistan.[112]

Vital to India's self-image as an independent nation was its constitution, completed in 1950, which put in place a secular and democratic republic.[113] In the 60 years since, India has had a mixed record of successes and failures.[114] It has remained a democracy with civil liberties, an active Supreme Court, and a largely independent press.[114] Economic liberalisation, which was begun in the 1990s, has created a large urban middle class, transformed India into one of the world's fastest-growing economies[image: External link],[115] and increased its geopolitical clout. Indian movies, music, and spiritual teachings play an increasing role in global culture.[114] Yet, India is also shaped by seemingly unyielding poverty, both rural and urban;[114] by religious[image: External link] and caste-related violence[image: External link];[116] by Maoist-inspired Naxalite insurgencies[image: External link];[117] and by separatism in Jammu and Kashmir[image: External link] and in Northeast India[image: External link].[118] It has unresolved territorial disputes with China[image: External link][119] and with Pakistan[image: External link].[119] The India–Pakistan nuclear rivalry came to a head in 1998.[120] India's sustained democratic freedoms are unique among the world's newer nations; however, in spite of its recent economic successes, freedom from want for its disadvantaged population remains a goal yet to be achieved.[121]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of India[image: External link]


India comprises the bulk of the Indian subcontinent, lying atop the Indian tectonic plate[image: External link], and part of the Indo-Australian Plate[image: External link].[122] India's defining geological processes began 75 million years ago when the Indian plate, then part of the southern supercontinent Gondwana[image: External link], began a north-eastward drift[image: External link] caused by seafloor spreading[image: External link] to its south-west, and later, south and south-east.[122] Simultaneously, the vast Tethyn[image: External link] oceanic crust[image: External link], to its northeast, began to subduct[image: External link] under the Eurasian plate[image: External link].[122] These dual processes, driven by convection in the Earth's mantle[image: External link], both created the Indian Ocean[image: External link] and caused the Indian continental crust[image: External link] eventually to under-thrust Eurasia and to uplift the Himalayas[image: External link].[122] Immediately south of the emerging Himalayas, plate movement created a vast trough[image: External link] that rapidly filled with river-borne sediment[123] and now constitutes the Indo-Gangetic Plain[image: External link].[124] Cut off from the plain by the ancient Aravalli Range[image: External link] lies the Thar Desert[image: External link].[125]

The original Indian plate survives as peninsular India[image: External link], the oldest and geologically most stable part of India. It extends as far north as the Satpura[image: External link] and Vindhya[image: External link] ranges in central India. These parallel chains run from the Arabian Sea coast in Gujarat in the west to the coal-rich Chota Nagpur Plateau[image: External link] in Jharkhand in the east.[126] To the south, the remaining peninsular landmass, the Deccan Plateau[image: External link], is flanked on the west and east by coastal ranges known as the Western[image: External link] and Eastern Ghats[image: External link];[127] the plateau contains the country's oldest rock formations, some over one billion years old. Constituted in such fashion, India lies to the north of the equator between 6° 44' and 35° 30' north latitude[g] and 68° 7' and 97° 25' east longitude.[128]

India's coastline measures 7,517 kilometres (4,700 mi) in length; of this distance, 5,423 kilometres (3,400 mi) belong to peninsular India and 2,094 kilometres (1,300 mi) to the Andaman, Nicobar, and Lakshadweep island chains.[129] According to the Indian naval hydrographic charts, the mainland coastline consists of the following: 43% sandy beaches; 11% rocky shores, including cliffs; and 46% mudflats[image: External link] or marshy shores.[129]

Major Himalayan-origin rivers that substantially flow through India include the Ganges[image: External link] and the Brahmaputra[image: External link], both of which drain into the Bay of Bengal[image: External link].[130] Important tributaries of the Ganges include the Yamuna[image: External link] and the Kosi[image: External link]; the latter's extremely low gradient often leads to severe floods and course changes.[131] Major peninsular rivers, whose steeper gradients prevent their waters from flooding, include the Godavari[image: External link], the Mahanadi[image: External link], the Kaveri[image: External link], and the Krishna[image: External link], which also drain into the Bay of Bengal;[132] and the Narmada[image: External link] and the Tapti[image: External link], which drain into the Arabian Sea[image: External link].[133] Coastal features include the marshy Rann of Kutch[image: External link] of western India and the alluvial Sundarbans[image: External link] delta of eastern India; the latter is shared with Bangladesh.[134] India has two archipelagos[image: External link]: the Lakshadweep[image: External link], coral atolls[image: External link] off India's south-western coast; and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, a volcanic chain in the Andaman Sea[image: External link].[135]

The Indian climate[image: External link] is strongly influenced by the Himalayas and the Thar Desert, both of which drive the economically and culturally pivotal summer and winter monsoons[image: External link].[136] The Himalayas prevent cold Central Asian katabatic winds[image: External link] from blowing in, keeping the bulk of the Indian subcontinent warmer than most locations at similar latitudes.[137][138] The Thar Desert plays a crucial role in attracting the moisture-laden south-west summer monsoon winds that, between June and October, provide the majority of India's rainfall.[136] Four major climatic groupings predominate in India: tropical wet[image: External link], tropical dry[image: External link], subtropical humid[image: External link], and montane[image: External link].[139]
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 Biodiversity




Main article: Wildlife of India[image: External link]


India lies within the Indomalaya ecozone[image: External link] and contains three biodiversity hotspots[image: External link].[140] One of 17 megadiverse countries[image: External link], it hosts 8.6% of all mammalian, 13.7% of all avian, 7.9% of all reptilian, 6% of all amphibian, 12.2% of all piscine, and 6.0% of all flowering plant species.[141][142] About 21.2% of the country's landmass is covered by forests (tree canopy density >10%), of which 12.2% comprises moderately or very dense forests (tree canopy density >40%).[143] Endemism[image: External link] is high among plants, 33%, and among ecoregions[image: External link] such as the shola[image: External link] forests[image: External link].[144] Habitat ranges from the tropical rainforest[image: External link] of the Andaman Islands[image: External link], Western Ghats[image: External link], and North-East India[image: External link] to the coniferous forest[image: External link] of the Himalaya. Between these extremes lie the moist deciduous sal[image: External link] forest of eastern India; the dry deciduous teak[image: External link] forest of central and southern India; and the babul[image: External link]-dominated thorn forest[image: External link] of the central Deccan and western Gangetic plain.[145] The medicinal neem[image: External link], widely used in rural Indian herbal remedies, is a key Indian tree. The luxuriant pipal[image: External link] fig tree, shown on the seals of Mohenjo-daro[image: External link], shaded Gautama Buddha as he sought enlightenment.

Many Indian species descend from taxa[image: External link] originating in Gondwana, from which the Indian plate[image: External link] separated more than 105 million years before present[image: External link].[146] Peninsular India[image: External link]'s subsequent movement[image: External link] towards and collision with the Laurasian[image: External link] landmass set off a mass exchange of species. Epochal volcanism[image: External link] and climatic changes 20 million years ago forced a mass extinction.[147] Mammals then entered India from Asia through two zoogeographical[image: External link] passes flanking the rising Himalaya.[145] Thus, while 45.8% of reptiles and 55.8% of amphibians are endemic, only 12.6% of mammals and 4.5% of birds are.[142] Among them are the Nilgiri leaf monkey[image: External link] and Beddome's toad[image: External link] of the Western Ghats. India contains 172 IUCN[image: External link]-designated threatened animal species[image: External link], or 2.9% of endangered forms.[148] These include the Asiatic lion[image: External link], the Bengal tiger[image: External link], the snow leopard[image: External link] and the Indian white-rumped vulture[image: External link], which, by ingesting the carrion of diclofenac[image: External link]-laced cattle, nearly became extinct.

The pervasive and ecologically devastating human encroachment of recent decades has critically endangered Indian wildlife. In response the system of national parks[image: External link] and protected areas[image: External link], first established in 1935, was substantially expanded. In 1972, India enacted the Wildlife Protection Act[image: External link][149] and Project Tiger[image: External link] to safeguard crucial wilderness; the Forest Conservation Act was enacted in 1980 and amendments added in 1988.[150] India hosts more than five hundred wildlife sanctuaries[image: External link] and thirteen biosphere reserves[image: External link],[151] four of which are part of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves[image: External link]; twenty-five wetlands[image: External link] are registered under the Ramsar Convention[image: External link].[152]
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 Politics




Main article: Politics of India[image: External link]


India is the world's most populous democracy.[153] A parliamentary republic with a multi-party system[image: External link],[154] it has seven recognised[image: External link] national parties[image: External link], including the Indian National Congress[image: External link] and the Bharatiya Janata Party[image: External link] (BJP), and more than 40 regional parties[image: External link].[155] The Congress is considered centre-left in Indian political culture[image: External link],[156] and the BJP right-wing[image: External link].[157][158][159] For most of the period between 1950—when India first became a republic—and the late 1980s, the Congress held a majority in the parliament. Since then, however, it has increasingly shared the political stage with the BJP,[160] as well as with powerful regional parties which have often forced the creation of multi-party coalitions[image: External link] at the centre.[161]

In the Republic of India's first three general elections, in 1951, 1957, and 1962, the Jawaharlal Nehru[image: External link]-led Congress won easy victories. On Nehru's death in 1964, Lal Bahadur Shastri[image: External link] briefly became prime minister; he was succeeded, after his own unexpected death in 1966, by Indira Gandhi[image: External link], who went on to lead the Congress to election victories in 1967 and 1971. Following public discontent with the state of emergency[image: External link] she declared in 1975, the Congress was voted out of power in 1977; the then-new Janata Party[image: External link], which had opposed the emergency, was voted in. Its government lasted just over three years. Voted back into power in 1980, the Congress saw a change in leadership in 1984, when Indira Gandhi was assassinated; she was succeeded by her son Rajiv Gandhi[image: External link], who won an easy victory in the general elections later that year. The Congress was voted out again in 1989 when a National Front[image: External link] coalition, led by the newly formed Janata Dal[image: External link] in alliance with the Left Front[image: External link], won the elections; that government too proved relatively short-lived, lasting just under two years.[162] Elections were held again in 1991; no party won an absolute majority. The Congress, as the largest single party, was able to form a minority government[image: External link] led by P. V. Narasimha Rao[image: External link].[163]

A two-year period of political turmoil followed the general election of 1996. Several short-lived alliances shared power at the centre. The BJP formed a government briefly in 1996; it was followed by two comparatively long-lasting United Front[image: External link] coalitions, which depended on external support. In 1998, the BJP was able to form a successful coalition, the National Democratic Alliance[image: External link] (NDA). Led by Atal Bihari Vajpayee[image: External link], the NDA became the first non-Congress, coalition government[image: External link] to complete a five-year term.[164] In the 2004 Indian general elections[image: External link], again no party won an absolute majority, but the Congress emerged as the largest single party, forming another successful coalition: the United Progressive Alliance[image: External link] (UPA). It had the support of left-leaning parties and MPs who opposed the BJP. The UPA returned to power in the 2009 general election[image: External link] with increased numbers, and it no longer required external support from India's communist parties[image: External link].[165] That year, Manmohan Singh[image: External link] became the first prime minister since Jawaharlal Nehru[image: External link] in 1957[image: External link] and 1962[image: External link] to be re-elected to a consecutive five-year term.[166] In the 2014 general election[image: External link], the BJP became the first political party since 1984 to win a majority and govern without the support of other parties.[167] The Prime Minister[image: External link] of India is Narendra Modi[image: External link], who was formerly Chief Minister[image: External link] of Gujarat[image: External link].
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 Government




Main articles: Government of India[image: External link] and Constitution of India[image: External link]


India is a federation[image: External link] with a parliamentary system[image: External link] governed under the Constitution of India[image: External link], which serves as the country's supreme legal document. It is a constitutional republic and representative democracy[image: External link], in which "majority rule[image: External link] is tempered by minority rights[image: External link] protected by law[image: External link]". Federalism in India[image: External link] defines the power distribution between the federal government and the states[image: External link]. The government abides by constitutional checks and balances[image: External link]. The Constitution of India, which came into effect on 26 January 1950,[168] states in its preamble[image: External link] that India is a sovereign[image: External link], socialist[image: External link], secular[image: External link], democratic[image: External link] republic[image: External link].[169] India's form of government, traditionally described as "quasi-federal" with a strong centre and weak states,[170] has grown increasingly federal since the late 1990s as a result of political, economic, and social changes.[171][172]

The federal government comprises three branches:


	
Executive[image: External link]: The President of India[image: External link] is the head of state[174] and is elected indirectly by a national electoral college[image: External link][175] for a five-year term.[176] The Prime Minister of India[image: External link] is the head of government[image: External link] and exercises most executive power[image: External link].[177] Appointed by the president,[178] the prime minister is by convention supported by the party[image: External link] or political alliance holding the majority of seats in the lower house of parliament.[177] The executive branch of the Indian government consists of the president, the vice-president, and the Council of Ministers[image: External link]—the cabinet[image: External link] being its executive committee—headed by the prime minister. Any minister holding a portfolio must be a member of one of the houses of parliament.[174] In the Indian parliamentary system, the executive is subordinate to the legislature; the prime minister and his council are directly responsible to the lower house of the parliament.[179]


	
Legislative[image: External link]: The legislature of India is the bicameral[image: External link] parliament[image: External link]. It operates under a Westminster-style[image: External link] parliamentary system and comprises the upper house called the Rajya Sabha[image: External link] ("Council of States") and the lower called the Lok Sabha[image: External link] ("House of the People").[180] The Rajya Sabha is a permanent body that has 245 members who serve in staggered six-year terms.[181] Most are elected indirectly by the state and territorial[image: External link] legislatures in numbers proportional to their state's share of the national population.[178] All but two of the Lok Sabha's 545 members are directly elected by popular vote; they represent individual constituencies[image: External link] via five-year terms.[182] The remaining two members are nominated by the president from among the Anglo-Indian[image: External link] community, in case the president decides that they are not adequately represented.[183]


	
Judicial[image: External link]: India has a unitary three-tier independent judiciary[image: External link][184] that comprises the Supreme Court[image: External link], headed by the Chief Justice of India[image: External link], 24 High Courts[image: External link], and a large number of trial courts.[184] The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction[image: External link] over cases involving fundamental rights[image: External link] and over disputes between states and the centre; it has appellate jurisdiction[image: External link] over the High Courts.[185] It has the power both to declare the law and to strike down union or state laws which contravene the constitution,[186] as well as to invalidate any government action it deems unconstitutional.[187]
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 Subdivisions




Main article: Administrative divisions of India[image: External link]


See also: Political integration of India[image: External link]




	
StatesUnion territories




	1. Andhra Pradesh
	10. Jammu and Kashmir[image: External link]
	19. Nagaland[image: External link]
	28. Uttarakhand[image: External link]



	2. Arunachal Pradesh[image: External link]
	11. Jharkhand[image: External link]
	20. Odisha[image: External link]
	29. West Bengal[image: External link]



	3. Assam[image: External link]
	12. Karnataka[image: External link]
	21. Punjab[image: External link]
	A. Andaman and Nicobar Islands[image: External link]



	4. Bihar[image: External link]
	13. Kerala[image: External link]
	22. Rajasthan[image: External link]
	B. Chandigarh[image: External link]



	5. Chhattisgarh[image: External link]
	14. Madhya Pradesh[image: External link]
	23. Sikkim[image: External link]
	C. Dadra and Nagar Haveli[image: External link]



	6. Goa[image: External link]
	15. Maharashtra[image: External link]
	24. Tamil Nadu[image: External link]
	D. Daman and Diu[image: External link]



	7. Gujarat[image: External link]
	16. Manipur[image: External link]
	25. Telangana
	E. Lakshadweep[image: External link]



	8. Haryana[image: External link]
	17. Meghalaya[image: External link]
	26. Tripura[image: External link]
	F. National Capital Territory of Delhi[image: External link]



	9. Himachal Pradesh[image: External link]
	18. Mizoram[image: External link]
	27. Uttar Pradesh[image: External link]
	G. Puducherry[image: External link]






India is a federation composed of 29 states and 7 union territories[image: External link].[188] All states, as well as the union territories of Puducherry[image: External link] and the National Capital Territory of Delhi[image: External link], have elected legislatures and governments, both patterned on the Westminster[image: External link] model. The remaining five union territories are directly ruled by the centre through appointed administrators. In 1956, under the States Reorganisation Act[image: External link], states were reorganised on a linguistic basis.[189] Since then, their structure has remained largely unchanged. Each state or union territory is further divided into administrative districts[image: External link]. The districts in turn are further divided into tehsils[image: External link] and ultimately into villages.
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 Foreign relations and military




Main articles: Foreign relations of India[image: External link] and Indian Armed Forces[image: External link]


Since its independence in 1947, India has maintained cordial relations with most nations. In the 1950s, it strongly supported decolonisation in Africa[image: External link] and Asia[image: External link] and played a lead role[image: External link] in the Non-Aligned Movement[image: External link].[190] In the late 1980s, the Indian military twice intervened abroad at the invitation of neighbouring countries: a peace-keeping operation[image: External link] in Sri Lanka[image: External link] between 1987 and 1990; and an armed intervention to prevent a 1988 coup d'état attempt[image: External link] in Maldives. India has tense relations[image: External link] with neighbouring Pakistan; the two nations have gone to war four times[image: External link]: in 1947[image: External link], 1965[image: External link], 1971[image: External link], and 1999[image: External link]. Three of these wars were fought over the disputed territory of Kashmir[image: External link], while the fourth, the 1971 war, followed from India's support for the independence of Bangladesh[image: External link].[191] After waging the 1962 Sino-Indian War[image: External link] and the 1965 war with Pakistan, India pursued close military and economic ties with the Soviet Union[image: External link]; by the late 1960s, the Soviet Union was its largest arms supplier.[192]

Aside from ongoing strategic relations with Russia[image: External link], India has wide-ranging defence relations with Israel[image: External link] and France[image: External link]. In recent years, it has played key roles in the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation[image: External link] and the World Trade Organisation[image: External link]. The nation has provided 100,000 military[image: External link] and police[image: External link] personnel to serve in 35 UN peacekeeping operations across four continents. It participates in the East Asia Summit[image: External link], the G8+5[image: External link], and other multilateral forums.[193] India has close economic ties with South America[image: External link],[194] Asia, and Africa; it pursues a "Look East" policy[image: External link] that seeks to strengthen partnerships with the ASEAN[image: External link] nations, Japan[image: External link], and South Korea[image: External link] that revolve around many issues, but especially those involving economic investment and regional security.[195][196]

China's nuclear test of 1964[image: External link], as well as its repeated threats to intervene in support of Pakistan in the 1965 war, convinced India to develop nuclear weapons.[197] India conducted its first nuclear weapons test[image: External link] in 1974 and carried out further underground testing[image: External link] in 1998. Despite criticism and military sanctions, India has signed neither the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty[image: External link] nor the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty[image: External link], considering both to be flawed and discriminatory.[198] India maintains a "no first use[image: External link]" nuclear policy and is developing a nuclear triad[image: External link] capability as a part of its "minimum credible deterrence[image: External link]" doctrine.[199][200] It is developing a ballistic missile defence shield[image: External link] and, in collaboration with Russia, a fifth-generation fighter jet[image: External link].[201] Other indigenous military projects involve the design and implementation of Vikrant-class aircraft carriers[image: External link] and Arihant-class nuclear submarines[image: External link].[201]

Since the end of the Cold War[image: External link], India has increased its economic, strategic, and military co-operation with the United States[image: External link] and the European Union[image: External link].[202] In 2008, a civilian nuclear agreement[image: External link] was signed between India and the United States. Although India possessed nuclear weapons at the time and was not party to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, it received waivers from the International Atomic Energy Agency[image: External link] and the Nuclear Suppliers Group[image: External link], ending earlier restrictions on India's nuclear technology and commerce. As a consequence, India became the sixth de facto nuclear weapons state.[203] India subsequently signed co-operation agreements involving civilian nuclear energy[image: External link] with Russia,[204] France,[205] the United Kingdom[image: External link],[206] and Canada[image: External link].[207]

The President of India[image: External link] is the supreme commander of the nation's armed forces; with 1.325 million active troops, they compose the world's third-largest military[image: External link].[208] It comprises the Indian Army[image: External link], the Indian Navy[image: External link], and the Indian Air Force[image: External link]; auxiliary organisations include the Strategic Forces Command[image: External link] and three paramilitary groups[image: External link]: the Assam Rifles[image: External link], the Special Frontier Force[image: External link], and the Indian Coast Guard[image: External link].[209] The official Indian defence budget[image: External link] for 2011 was US$36.03 billion, or 1.83% of GDP.[210] For the fiscal year spanning 2012–2013, US$40.44 billion was budgeted.[211] According to a 2008 SIPRI[image: External link] report, India's annual military expenditure in terms of purchasing power stood at US$72.7 billion.[212] In 2011, the annual defence budget increased by 11.6%,[213] although this does not include funds that reach the military through other branches of government.[214] As of 2012, India is the world's largest arms importer; between 2007 and 2011, it accounted for 10% of funds spent on international arms purchases.[215] Much of the military expenditure was focused on defence against Pakistan and countering growing Chinese influence in the Indian Ocean[image: External link].[213]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of India[image: External link]


See also: Economic History of India[image: External link] and Economic development in India[image: External link]


According to the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] (IMF), the Indian economy in 2017 was nominally worth US$2.454 trillion; it is the sixth-largest economy by market exchange rates, and is, at US$9.489 trillion, the third-largest by purchasing power parity[image: External link], or PPP.[15] With its average annual GDP growth rate of 5.8% over the past two decades, and reaching 6.1% during 2011–12,[216] India is one of the world's fastest-growing economies[image: External link].[217] However, the country ranks 140th in the world in nominal GDP per capita[image: External link] and 129th in GDP per capita at PPP[image: External link].[218] Until 1991, all Indian governments followed protectionist[image: External link] policies that were influenced by socialist economics. Widespread state intervention and regulation[image: External link] largely walled the economy off from the outside world. An acute balance of payments crisis in 1991[image: External link] forced the nation to liberalise its economy[image: External link];[219] since then it has slowly moved towards a free-market system[220][221] by emphasising both foreign trade and direct investment inflows.[222] India has been a member of WTO[image: External link] since 1 January 1995.[223]

The 486.6-million-worker Indian labour force[image: External link] is the world's second-largest[image: External link], as of 2011.[209] The service sector makes up 55.6% of GDP, the industrial sector 26.3% and the agricultural sector 18.1%. India's foreign exchange remittances of US$70 billion in 2014, the largest in the world, contributed to its economy by 25 million Indians working in foreign countries.[224] Major agricultural products include rice, wheat, oilseed, cotton, jute, tea, sugarcane, and potatoes.[188] Major industries include textiles, telecommunications, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, food processing, steel, transport equipment, cement, mining, petroleum, machinery, and software.[188] In 2006, the share of external trade in India's GDP stood at 24%, up from 6% in 1985.[220] In 2008, India's share of world trade was 1.68%;[225] In 2011, India was the world's tenth-largest importer[image: External link] and the nineteenth-largest exporter[image: External link].[226] Major exports include petroleum products, textile goods, jewellery, software, engineering goods, chemicals, and leather manufactures.[188] Major imports include crude oil, machinery, gems, fertiliser, and chemicals.[188] Between 2001 and 2011, the contribution of petrochemical and engineering goods to total exports grew from 14% to 42%.[227] India was the second largest textile exporter after China in the world in calendar year 2013.[228]

Averaging an economic growth rate of 7.5% for several years prior to 2007,[220] India has more than doubled its hourly wage rates during the first decade of the 21st century.[229] Some 431 million Indians have left poverty since 1985; India's middle classes are projected to number around 580 million by 2030.[230] Though ranking 51st in global competitiveness[image: External link], India ranks 17th in financial market sophistication, 24th in the banking sector, 44th in business sophistication, and 39th in innovation, ahead of several advanced economies, as of 2010.[231] With 7 of the world's top 15 information technology outsourcing companies based in India, the country is viewed as the second-most favourable outsourcing destination after the United States, as of 2009.[232] India's consumer market, the world's eleventh-largest[image: External link], is expected to become fifth-largest by 2030.[230]

Driven by growth, India's nominal GDP per capita[image: External link] has steadily increased from US$329 in 1991, when economic liberalisation began, to US$1,265 in 2010, to an estimated US$1,723 in 2016, and is expected to grow to US$2,358 by 2020[15]; however, it has remained lower than those of other Asian developing countries such as Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Sri Lanka, and Thailand, and is expected to remain so in the near future. However, it is higher than Pakistan, Nepal, Afghanistan, Bangladesh and others.[233]

According to a 2011 PricewaterhouseCoopers[image: External link] report, India's GDP at purchasing power parity could overtake that of the United States by 2045.[234] During the next four decades, Indian GDP is expected to grow at an annualised average of 8%, making it potentially the world's fastest-growing major economy until 2050.[234] The report highlights key growth factors: a young and rapidly growing working-age population; growth in the manufacturing sector because of rising education and engineering skill levels; and sustained growth of the consumer market driven by a rapidly growing middle class.[234] The World Bank cautions that, for India to achieve its economic potential, it must continue to focus on public sector reform, transport infrastructure[image: External link], agricultural and rural development, removal of labour regulations, education[image: External link], energy security[image: External link], and public health[image: External link] and nutrition.[235]

According to the Worldwide Cost of Living Report 2017 released by the Economist Intelligence Unit[image: External link] (EIU) which was created by comparing more than 400 individual prices across 160 products and services, four of the cheapest cities were in India: Bangalore[image: External link] (3rd), Mumbai (5th), Chennai[image: External link] (5th) and New Delhi[image: External link] (8th).[236]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sectors




India's telecommunication industry[image: External link], the world's fastest-growing, added 227 million subscribers during the period 2010–11,[237] and after the first quarter of 2013, India surpassed Japan to become the third-largest smartphone market in the world after China and the US.[238]

The Indian automotive industry[image: External link], the world's second fastest growing, increased domestic sales by 26% during 2009–10,[239] and exports by 36% during 2008–09.[240] India's capacity to generate electrical power is 250 gigawatts, of which 8% is renewable[image: External link]. At the end of 2011, the Indian IT industry[image: External link] employed 2.8 million professionals, generated revenues close to US$100 billion equalling 7.5% of Indian GDP and contributed 26% of India's merchandise exports.[241]

The pharmaceutical industry in India[image: External link] is among the significant emerging markets for the global pharmaceutical industry. The Indian pharmaceutical market is expected to reach $48.5 billion by 2020. India's R & D spending constitutes 60% of the biopharmaceutical[image: External link] industry.[242][243] India is among the top 12 biotech destinations of the world.[244][245] The Indian biotech industry grew by 15.1% in 2012–13, increasing its revenues from 204.4 billion INR (Indian rupees) to 235.24 billion INR (3.94 B US$ – exchange rate June 2013: 1 US$ approx. 60 INR).[246] However, hardly 2% of Indians pay income taxes[image: External link].[247]
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 Poverty




Main article: Poverty in India[image: External link]


Despite economic growth during recent decades, India continues to face socio-economic challenges. In 2006, India contained the largest number[image: External link] of people living below the World Bank's international poverty line of US$1.25 per day,[248] the proportion having decreased from 60% in 1981 to 42% in 2005;[249] under its later revised poverty line, it was 21% in 2011.[h][251] 30.7% of India's children under the age of five are underweight.[252] According to a Food and Agriculture Organization[image: External link] report in 2015, 15% of the population is undernourished.[253][254] The Mid-Day Meal Scheme[image: External link] attempts to lower these rates.[255] Since 1991, economic inequality[image: External link] between India's states has consistently grown: the per-capita net state domestic product[image: External link] of the richest states in 2007 was 3.2 times that of the poorest.[256] Corruption in India[image: External link] is perceived to have increased significantly,[257] with one report estimating the illegal capital flows since independence to be US$462 billion.[258]

India has the most people living in conditions of slavery[image: External link], 18 million, most of whom are in bonded labour[image: External link].[259] India has the largest number of child labourers[image: External link] under the age of 14 in the world with an estimated 12.6 million children engaged in hazardous occupations.[260][261][262]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of India[image: External link]


See also: Languages of India[image: External link] and Religion in India[image: External link]


With 1,210,193,422 residents reported in the 2011 provisional census report[image: External link],[263] India is the world's second-most populous country. Its population grew by 17.64% during 2001–2011,[264] compared to 21.54% growth in the previous decade (1991–2001).[264] The human sex ratio, according to the 2011 census, is 940 females per 1,000 males.[263] The median age was 24.9 in the 2001 census.[209] The first post-colonial census, conducted in 1951, counted 361.1 million people.[265] Medical advances made in the last 50 years as well as increased agricultural productivity brought about by the "Green Revolution[image: External link]" have caused India's population to grow rapidly.[266] India continues to face several public health-related challenges.[267][268]

Life expectancy in India is at 68 years, with life expectancy for women being 69.6 years and for men being 67.3.[269] There are around 50 physicians per 100,000 Indians.[270] The number of Indians living in urban areas has grown by 31.2% between 1991 and 2001.[271] Yet, in 2001, over 70% lived in rural areas.[272][273] The level of urbanisation increased from 27.81% in 2001 Census to 31.16% in 2011 Census. The slowing down of the overall growth rate of population was due to the sharp decline in the growth rate in rural areas since 1991.[274] According to the 2011 census, there are 53 million-plus urban agglomerations in India[image: External link]; among them Mumbai, Delhi[image: External link], Kolkata[image: External link], Chennai[image: External link], Bangalore[image: External link], Hyderabad[image: External link] and Ahmedabad[image: External link], in decreasing order by population.[275] The literacy rate in 2011 was 74.04%: 65.46% among females and 82.14% among males.[276] The rural urban literacy gap which was 21.2 percentage points in 2001, dropped to 16.1 percentage points in 2011. The improvement in literacy rate in rural area is two times that in urban areas.[274] Kerala is the most literate state with 93.91% literacy; while Bihar the least with 63.82%.[276]

India is home to two major language families[image: External link]: Indo-Aryan[image: External link] (spoken by about 74% of the population) and Dravidian[image: External link] (spoken by 24% of the population). Other languages spoken in India come from the Austroasiatic[image: External link] and Sino-Tibetan[image: External link] language families. India has no national language.[277] Hindi, with the largest number of speakers, is the official language of the government.[278][279] English is used extensively in business and administration and has the status of a "subsidiary official language";[4] it is important in education[image: External link], especially as a medium of higher education. Each state and union territory has one or more official languages, and the constitution recognises in particular 22 "scheduled languages". The Constitution of India recognises 212 scheduled[image: External link] tribal groups which together constitute about 7.5% of the country's population.[280] The 2011 census reported that the religion in India[image: External link] with the largest number of followers was Hinduism[image: External link] (79.80% of the population), followed by Islam[image: External link] (14.23%); the remaining were Christianity[image: External link] (2.30%), Sikhism[image: External link] (1.72%), Buddhism[image: External link] (0.70%), Jainism[image: External link] (0.36%) and others[c] (0.9%).[10] India has the world's largest Hindu, Sikh, Jain, Zoroastrian[image: External link], and Bahá'í populations[image: External link], and has the third-largest[image: External link] Muslim population—the largest for a non-Muslim majority country.[281][282]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of India[image: External link]


Indian cultural history spans more than 4,500 years.[283] During the Vedic period[image: External link] (c. 1700 – 500 BCE), the foundations of Hindu philosophy[image: External link], mythology[image: External link], theology[image: External link] and literature[image: External link] were laid, and many beliefs and practices which still exist today, such as dhárma[image: External link], kárma[image: External link], yóga[image: External link], and mokṣa[image: External link], were established.[20] India is notable for its religious diversity[image: External link], with Hinduism[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link], Sikhism[image: External link], Islam[image: External link], Christianity[image: External link], and Jainism[image: External link] among the nation's major religions.[284] The predominant religion, Hinduism, has been shaped by various historical schools of thought, including those of the Upanishads[image: External link],[285] the Yoga Sutras[image: External link], the Bhakti movement[image: External link],[284] and by Buddhist philosophy[image: External link].[286]
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 Art and architecture




Main article: Architecture of India[image: External link]


Much of Indian architecture[image: External link], including the Taj Mahal[image: External link], other works of Mughal architecture[image: External link], and South Indian architecture[image: External link], blends ancient local traditions with imported styles.[287] Vernacular architecture[image: External link] is also highly regional in it flavours. Vastu shastra[image: External link], literally "science of construction" or "architecture" and ascribed to Mamuni Mayan[image: External link],[288] explores how the laws of nature affect human dwellings;[289] it employs precise geometry and directional alignments to reflect perceived cosmic constructs.[290] As applied in Hindu temple architecture[image: External link], it is influenced by the Shilpa Shastras[image: External link], a series of foundational texts whose basic mythological form is the Vastu-Purusha mandala, a square that embodied the " absolute[image: External link]".[291] The Taj Mahal, built in Agra[image: External link] between 1631 and 1648 by orders of Emperor Shah Jahan[image: External link] in memory of his wife, has been described in the UNESCO World Heritage List[image: External link] as "the jewel of Muslim art in India and one of the universally admired masterpieces of the world's heritage".[292] Indo-Saracenic Revival architecture[image: External link], developed by the British in the late 19th century, drew on Indo-Islamic architecture[image: External link].[293]
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 Literature




Main article: Indian literature[image: External link]


The earliest literary writings in India, composed between 1700 BCE and 1200 CE, were in the Sanskrit language.[294][295] Prominent works of this Sanskrit literature[image: External link] include epics[image: External link] such as the Mahābhārata[image: External link] and the Ramayana[image: External link], the dramas of Kālidāsa[image: External link] such as the Abhijñānaśākuntalam (The Recognition of Śakuntalā[image: External link]), and poetry such as the Mahākāvya[image: External link].[296][297][298] Kamasutra[image: External link], the famous book about sexual intercourse[image: External link] also originated in India. Developed between 600 BCE and 300 CE in South India, the Sangam literature[image: External link], consisting of 2,381 poems, is regarded as a predecessor of Tamil literature[image: External link].[299][300][301][302] From the 14th to the 18th centuries, India's literary traditions went through a period of drastic change because of the emergence of devotional poets[image: External link] such as Kabīr[image: External link], Tulsīdās[image: External link], and Guru Nānak[image: External link]. This period was characterised by a varied and wide spectrum of thought and expression; as a consequence, medieval Indian literary works differed significantly from classical traditions.[303] In the 19th century, Indian writers took a new interest in social questions and psychological descriptions. In the 20th century, Indian literature was influenced by the works[image: External link] of Bengali poet and novelist Rabindranath Tagore[image: External link],[304] who was a recipient of the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link].
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 Performing arts




Main articles: Music of India[image: External link] and Dance in India[image: External link]


Indian music[image: External link] ranges over various traditions and regional styles. Classical music[image: External link] encompasses two genres and their various folk offshoots: the northern Hindustani[image: External link] and southern Carnatic[image: External link] schools.[305] Regionalised popular forms include filmi[image: External link] and folk music[image: External link]; the syncretic tradition of the bauls[image: External link] is a well-known form of the latter. Indian dance[image: External link] also features diverse folk and classical forms. Among the better-known folk dances[image: External link] are the bhangra[image: External link] of Punjab, the bihu[image: External link] of Assam, the chhau[image: External link] of Odisha, West Bengal and Jharkhand, garba[image: External link] and dandiya[image: External link] of Gujarat, ghoomar[image: External link] of Rajasthan, and the lavani[image: External link] of Maharashtra. Eight dance forms, many with narrative forms and mythological elements, have been accorded classical dance status[image: External link] by India's National Academy of Music, Dance, and Drama[image: External link]. These are: bharatanatyam[image: External link] of the state of Tamil Nadu, kathak[image: External link] of Uttar Pradesh, kathakali[image: External link] and mohiniyattam[image: External link] of Kerala, kuchipudi[image: External link] of Andhra Pradesh, manipuri[image: External link] of Manipur, odissi[image: External link] of Odisha, and the sattriya[image: External link] of Assam.[306] Theatre in India[image: External link] melds music, dance, and improvised or written dialogue.[307] Often based on Hindu mythology, but also borrowing from medieval romances or social and political events, Indian theatre includes the bhavai[image: External link] of Gujarat, the jatra[image: External link] of West Bengal, the nautanki[image: External link] and ramlila[image: External link] of North India, tamasha[image: External link] of Maharashtra, burrakatha[image: External link] of Andhra Pradesh, terukkuttu[image: External link] of Tamil Nadu, and the yakshagana[image: External link] of Karnataka.[308]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Motion pictures, television




Main articles: Cinema of India[image: External link] and Television in India[image: External link]


The Indian film industry[image: External link] produces the world's most-watched cinema.[309] Established regional cinematic traditions exist in the Assamese[image: External link], Bengali[image: External link], Bhojpuri[image: External link], Hindi[image: External link], Kannada[image: External link], Malayalam[image: External link], Punjabi[image: External link], Gujarati[image: External link], Marathi[image: External link], Odia[image: External link], Tamil, and Telugu[image: External link] languages.[310] South Indian cinema attracts more than 75% of national film revenue.[311]

Television broadcasting began in India in 1959 as a state-run medium of communication, and had slow expansion for more than two decades.[312][313] The state monopoly[image: External link] on television broadcast ended in the 1990s and, since then, satellite channels have increasingly shaped popular culture of Indian society.[314] Today, television is the most penetrative media in India; industry estimates indicate that as of 2012 there are over 554 million TV consumers, 462 million with satellite and/or cable connections, compared to other forms of mass media such as press (350 million), radio (156 million) or internet (37 million).[315]
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 Cuisine




Main article: Indian cuisine[image: External link]


Indian cuisine encompasses a wide variety of regional and traditional cuisines, often depending on a particular state[image: External link] (such as Maharashtrian cuisine[image: External link]). Staple foods[image: External link] of Indian cuisine include pearl millet[image: External link] (bājra), rice[image: External link], whole-wheat flour[image: External link] (aṭṭa), and a variety of lentils[image: External link], such as masoor (most often red lentils[image: External link]), toor (pigeon peas[image: External link]), urad[image: External link] (black gram), and mong (mung beans[image: External link]). Lentils may be used whole, dehusked—for example, dhuli moong or dhuli urad—or split. Split lentils, or dal[image: External link], are used extensively.[316] The spice trade[image: External link] between India and Europe[image: External link] is often cited by historians as the primary catalyst for Europe's Age of Discovery[image: External link].[317]
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 Society




Main article: Culture of India[image: External link]


Traditional Indian society is sometimes defined by social hierarchy. The Indian caste system[image: External link] embodies much of the social stratification and many of the social restrictions found in the Indian subcontinent. Social classes are defined by thousands of endogamous hereditary groups, often termed as jātis[image: External link], or "castes".[318] India declared untouchability to be illegal[319] in 1947 and has since enacted other anti-discriminatory laws and social welfare initiatives. At the workplace in urban India and in international or leading Indian companies, the caste related identification has pretty much lost its importance.[320][321]

Family values are important in the Indian tradition, and multi-generational patriarchal joint families have been the norm in India, though nuclear families are becoming common in urban areas.[322] An overwhelming majority of Indians, with their consent, have their marriages arranged[image: External link] by their parents or other elders in the family.[323] Marriage is thought to be for life,[323] and the divorce rate is extremely low.[324] As of 2001, just 1.6 percent of Indian women[image: External link] were divorced but this figure was rising due to their education and economic independence.[324] Child marriages[image: External link] are common, especially in rural areas; many women wed before reaching 18, which is their legal marriageable age.[325] Female infanticide[image: External link] and female foeticide in the country[image: External link] have caused a discrepancy in the sex ratio, as of 2005 it was estimated that there were 50 million more males than females in the nation.[326][327] However a report from 2011 has shown improvement in the gender ratio.[328] The payment of dowry[image: External link], although illegal[image: External link], remains widespread across class lines.[329] Deaths resulting from dowry[image: External link], mostly from bride burning[image: External link], are on the rise.[330]

Many Indian festivals[image: External link] are religious in origin. The best known include Diwali[image: External link], Ganesh Chaturthi[image: External link], Thai Pongal[image: External link], Holi[image: External link], Durga Puja[image: External link], Eid ul-Fitr[image: External link], Bakr-Id[image: External link], Christmas[image: External link], and Vaisakhi[image: External link].[331][332] India has three national holidays[image: External link] which are observed in all states and union territories – Republic Day[image: External link], Independence Day[image: External link] and Gandhi Jayanti[image: External link]. Other sets of holidays, varying between nine and twelve, are officially observed in individual states.
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Main article: Clothing in India[image: External link]


Cotton[image: External link] was domesticated in India by 4000 BCE. Traditional Indian dress[image: External link] varies in colour and style across regions and depends on various factors, including climate and faith. Popular styles of dress include draped garments such as the sari[image: External link] for women and the dhoti[image: External link] or lungi[image: External link] for men. Stitched clothes, such as the shalwar kameez[image: External link] for women and kurta[image: External link]– pyjama[image: External link] combinations or European-style trousers and shirts for men, are also popular.[333] Use of delicate jewellery, modelled on real flowers worn in ancient India, is part of a tradition dating back some 5,000 years; gemstones are also worn in India as talismans.[334]
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Main article: Sport in India[image: External link]


In India, several traditional indigenous sports remain fairly popular, such as kabaddi[image: External link], kho kho[image: External link], pehlwani[image: External link] and gilli-danda[image: External link]. Some of the earliest forms of Asian martial arts[image: External link], such as kalarippayattu[image: External link], musti yuddha[image: External link], silambam[image: External link], and marma adi[image: External link], originated in India. Chess[image: External link], commonly held to have originated in India[image: External link] as chaturaṅga[image: External link], is regaining widespread popularity with the rise in the number of Indian grandmasters[image: External link].[335][336] Pachisi[image: External link], from which parcheesi[image: External link] derives, was played on a giant marble court by Akbar[image: External link].[337]

The improved results garnered by the Indian Davis Cup team[image: External link] and other Indian tennis players[image: External link] in the early 2010s have made tennis increasingly popular in the country.[338] India has a comparatively strong presence[image: External link] in shooting sports, and has won several medals at the Olympics[image: External link], the World Shooting Championships[image: External link], and the Commonwealth Games.[339][340] Other sports in which Indians have succeeded internationally include badminton[image: External link][341] (Saina Nehwal[image: External link] and P V Sindhu[image: External link] are two of the top ranked female badminton players in the world), boxing,[342] and wrestling.[343] Football[image: External link] is popular in West Bengal[image: External link], Goa[image: External link], Tamil Nadu[image: External link], Kerala[image: External link], and the north-eastern states[image: External link].[344] India is scheduled to host the 2017 FIFA U-17 World Cup[image: External link].[345]

Field hockey in India[image: External link] is administered by Hockey India[image: External link]. The Indian national hockey team[image: External link] won the 1975 Hockey World Cup[image: External link] and have, as of 2016, taken eight gold, one silver, and two bronze Olympic medals, making it the sport's most successful team in the Olympics.

India has also played a major role in popularising cricket[image: External link]. Thus, cricket is, by far, the most popular sport in India. The Indian national cricket team[image: External link] won the 1983[image: External link] and 2011 Cricket World Cup[image: External link] events, the 2007 ICC World Twenty20[image: External link], shared the 2002 ICC Champions Trophy[image: External link] with Sri Lanka, and won 2013 ICC Champions Trophy[image: External link]. Cricket in India[image: External link] is administered by the Board of Control for Cricket in India[image: External link] (BCCI); the Ranji Trophy[image: External link], the Duleep Trophy[image: External link], the Deodhar Trophy[image: External link], the Irani Trophy[image: External link], and the NKP Salve Challenger Trophy[image: External link] are domestic competitions. The BCCI also conducts an annual Twenty20[image: External link] competition known as the Indian Premier League[image: External link].

India has hosted or co-hosted several international sporting events: the 1951[image: External link] and 1982 Asian Games[image: External link]; the 1987[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], and 2011 Cricket World Cup[image: External link] tournaments; the 2003 Afro-Asian Games[image: External link]; the 2006 ICC Champions Trophy[image: External link]; the 2010 Hockey World Cup[image: External link]; and the 2010 Commonwealth Games[image: External link]. Major international sporting events held annually in India include the Chennai Open[image: External link], the Mumbai Marathon[image: External link], the Delhi Half Marathon[image: External link], and the Indian Masters[image: External link]. The first Formula 1[image: External link] Indian Grand Prix[image: External link] featured in late 2011 but has been discontinued from the F1 season calendar since 2014.[346]
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