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Introduction




Pineapple Play? Let’s face it, sewing Pineapple quilt blocks using traditional techniques is a challenge to accomplish if you want every block to come out the same size. Take heart. My carefully designed Pineapple Trim Tool will show you how to make a perfect block every time with no math and no measuring. Many of the projects included can be made from fat quarters, fat eighths, or 10" layer cake squares.


Even after I finished making all the pineapple blocks and variations needed to complete these quilts and projects, I couldn’t stop dreaming up ideas. I was surprised by the many different ways to change the colors, the values, and the designs that seemed to just flow from my sewing machine.


While it was fun designing all of the quilts and projects in this book, I admit I had some help from Sue Bentley (suZquilts.com) who made one of the quilts from start to finish and did the longarm quilting on all of the larger projects.


You can purchase the Pineapple Trim Tool by Creative Grids® from your local quilt shop or from my website: jeanannquilts.com. Or if you want to tackle pineapple blocks without a special tool, I’ve covered that as well.


Happy striping!
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Pineapple Trim Tool Basics


The 10" Pineapple Trim Tool makes blocks in three sizes — 6", 8", and 10" (15.2, 20.3, and 25.4cm), including Pineapple Chunks blocks.


The trim tool has corners on three sides and a 45-degree angle on one side. There are centering squares and 45-degree angle lines to help with positioning the tool when trimming each round.


The white square and lines are used when trimming the 45-degree angles on the odd-numbered rounds.


The black squares and lines are used when trimming and squaring up the block corners for even-numbered rounds.
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Cutting


1.    Cut the center squares for each block precisely 2-1/2" x 2-1/2" (6.4 x 6.4cm) square.


Note: Cutting sizes for strips and corner half-square triangles are minimum cutting sizes. These strips and squares can be larger than the sizes in the chart, but not smaller. Only the center square in each block is cut to exact size. You do not have to cut each of the strips to the lengths listed; you can choose to add strips of greater length and snip them to size with scissors after they are stitched in place.


2.    Strips are rotary cut on one long side. Cut strips at least 1-3/4" (4.4cm) and no wider than 2-1/2" (6.4cm) x width of fabric, fat quarter, or fabric scrap.


3.    After the four pieces for each round are added, the block needs to be trimmed to complete that round.


4.    The blocks are squared up after the final round of strips and adding half-square triangles cut from 3" x 3" (7.6 x 7.6cm) squares. The squares are each cut in half on the diagonal once to make two half-square triangles from each square. Each block requires four half-square triangles to finish the outside corners of the block.


Pineapple Block Cutting Chart






	Cutting Center Squares







	Cut all center squares2-1/2" x 2-1/2" (6.4 x 6.4cm)







	Cutting Strip Lengths







	Cut all strips a minimum 1-3/4" (4.4cm) wide x minimum length:







	Round 1


	3" (7.6cm)


	Round 5


	5" (12.7cm)







	Round 2


	3-1/2" (8.9cm)


	Round 6


	5-1/2" (14cm)







	Round 3


	4" (10.2cm)


	Round 7


	6" (15.2cm)







	Round 4


	4-1/2" (11.4cm)


	Round 8


	6-1/2" (16.5cm)







	Cutting Corners (cut 2 squares for each block)







	3" x 3" (7.6 x 7.6cm) square cut in half diagonally once for 2 triangles








Pineapple Chunks Block Cutting Chart






	Cutting Center Squares







	Cut all center squares2-1/2" x 2-1/2" (6.4 x 6.4cm)







	Cutting Strip Lengths for Odd-Numbered Rounds







	Cut all strips a minimum 1-3/4" (4.4cm) wide x minimum length:







	Round 1


	3" (7.6cm)







	Round 3


	5" (12.7cm)







	Round 5


	7" (17.8cm)







	Round 7


	9" (22.9cm)







	Cutting Even-Numbered Rounds and Corners







	Cut (2) 3" x 3" (7.6 x 7.6cm) squares for each block







	Cut each square in half diagonally once to make 4 triangles








The 12" Pineapple Trim Tool makes blocks in three sizes—6", 9", and 12" (15.2, 22.9, and 30.5cm).


Just like the 10" (25.4cm) trim tool, this tool has corners on three sides and a 45-degree angle on one side. There are centering squares and 45-degree angle lines to help with positioning the tool when trimming each round. Pay attention to the marks for the rounds, and carefully line the ruler as indicated.


The instructions for how to make blocks on pages 10–17 use the 10" (25.4cm) trim tool. However, techniques are the same. Use the measurements described here as a guide and apply the same method to create a pineapple block.
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Cutting


1.    Cut the center square for each block precisely 2" x 2" (5.1 x 5.1cm) square.


Note: Cutting sizes for strips and corner half-square triangles are minimum cutting sizes. These strips and squares can be larger than the sizes in the chart, but not smaller. Only the center square in each block is cut to exact size. You do not have to cut each of the strips to the lengths listed; you can choose to add strips of greater length and snip them to size with scissors after they are stitched in place.


2.    Strips are rotary cut on one long side. Cut strips at least 1-1/4" (3.2cm) and no wider than 2-1/2" (6.4cm) x width of fabric, fat quarter, or fabric scrap.


3.    After the four pieces for each round are added, the block needs to be trimmed to complete that round.


4.    The blocks are squared up after the final round of strips and adding half-square triangles cut from squares. The squares are each cut in half on the diagonal once to make two half-square triangles from each square. Each block requires four half-square triangles to finish the outside corners of the block.


Pineapple Block Cutting Chart






	Cutting Center Squares







	Cut all center squares
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