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FOREWORD



The Primers poetry mentoring scheme began in 2015 with the intention of seeking out and supporting exciting poetry by a range of debut poets. Primers runs biannually and has now published nineteen new poets, with three finalists each time selected by a guest judge and receiving one-to-one mentoring and editing advice, all designed to take their poetry into print and out into the world.


The 2021 call for submissions brought us an invigorating selection of new writing. In reading through these submissions, we were able to dip out toe into the poetic waters and take a sample of the many talented voices out there.


There is of course nothing more exciting in reading poetry than finding a voice new to you, and feeling that feeling – where the brain says ‘oh hello, what have we here?’, as the skin responds with a tingle and your face starts smiling as you realise, there is something special in these words.


That, roughly described, was our initial sensation on seeing the work of Kym Deyn, Estelle Price and Fathima Zahra. Each, in their unique ways, have that uncanny ability to recast what you thought you knew, as they make you look then look again at who we are, how we live, and what we might be.


Kym Deyn’s work is startling in its originality. Their poems open out into a world of magic and mourning, where conversations with faerie children, bog bodies, and those who have crossed over into the spirit world are standard, where reality is hazy in the way the best summer evenings are, and where enchantment isn’t a possibility but a command; the past, present, now-life and afterlife meet in Deyn’s poems which are formally and thematically audacious and bold.


Estelle Price’s dextrous work is driven by a keen ear, fastidiously sculpting memory, experience, and language into a series of compelling moments examining power and status under patriarchy. That makes the poems sound dry: far from it, there is an easy and pleasing intimacy here too, one which is unafraid of allowing poems to slip seamlessly into a variety of forms which reflect the dynamic momentum of their narratives – and of life itself.


Fathima Zahra’s work is brilliantly simple in its appearance on the surface. Beware, for underneath there lurks a cunning wit and a sharp eye for an image that lingers in the memory. Together they form poems that both show the difficulty of fitting in, and the strength that comes from not doing so. Zahra’s unique and illuminating voice has the perfect knack for tuning into the distinctive closeness of girlhood and womanhood’s conversation and secrets within her poems rich, precise lines.


Getting to know Kym, Estelle and Fathima through the mentoring process has been a pleasure. This work can be radical and difficult, as writers start to explore the outer edges of their ability and ambition, answering questions about what they are trying to do – at the level of an individual line or word yes, but also about the dent they want to leave on the face of the world. All three have embraced this process with a rare aplomb.


All three poets impressed us with their determination and enthusiasm, and we are so pleased to have been part of their journey towards publication. Our thanks also to the other six shortlisted poets; Jenny Danes, Juliet Humphreys, Oli Isaac, Dillon Jaxx, Prerana Kumar, Sally Tissington, and Sammy Weaver, whose memorable and skilful poems we also enjoyed – we hope that a Primers shortlisting has been a valuable recognition of your poems, and we extend our thanks to the longlisted poets whose new writing also caught our eye.
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