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            PREFACE

            IAIN DALE

         

         In the century since women were first allowed to stand for Parliament, only 494 have been elected. Of these, 326 have been first elected since 1997, and 211 women sit in the current House of Commons at the time of publishing – that’s 32 per cent of the total.

         Jacqui Smith and I had the idea for this two-volume set of books in 2016. Volume I, published in September 2018, contained 168 essays on the women elected to the House of Commons between 1918 and 1996. This second and final volume contains biographies of the 326 women elected since 1997.

         The 1918 general election was the first in which women were permitted to stand for Parliament. Out of 1,631 parliamentary candidates, seventeen were women – one Conservative, four Labour, four Liberals and eight others. And it wasn’t until 1983 that women as a proportion of all candidates would rise above 10 per cent – even up until the late 1980s the proportion of women actually elected had always been below 5 per cent. The 1997 general election saw female representation increase to 18 per cent, following the election of 120 women MPs. Before the 1997 general election, women MPs had never made up more than 10 per cent of the total number of MPs. The 2017 general election brought the highest-ever proportion (32 per cent) of women to the Commons. Since 1918, 493 women have been elected as Members of the House of Commons. Four were elected as Sinn Féin MPs and did not take their seats: Countess Constance Markievicz (1918), Michelle Gildernew (2001), Elisha McCallion (2017) and Órfhlaith Begley (2018). Of the 493 women, 284 (58 per cent) were first elected as Labour MPs and 140 (29 per cent) as Conservatives. Forty-six of these 494 women MPs have gone on to serve as Cabinet ministers.

         
            * * *

         

         There were many triumphs for women in the 2017 general election; Preet Gill became the first female Sikh MP to join the Commons after her election in Birmingham Edgbaston, while Marsha de Cordova, a disability rights campaigner who is registered as blind, took the safe Conservative seat of Battersea for Labour. Lib Dem Layla Moran’s election in Oxford & West Abingdon made her the first female Lib Dem MP to come from a minority background and the first UK MP of Palestinian descent. A total of 973 women candidates across all parties stood in the 2017 general election – 29 per cent of the total number of 3,304 candidates. Although this marked a numeric fall in the number of female parliamentary candidates from the 1,033 that had stood at the 2015 election, there was still a percentage increase in the proportion of women standing.

         This was a landmark election for Labour, who fielded the highest number of women candidates of any party at any general election. The proportion of Labour female parliamentary candidates rose from 34 per cent in 2015 to 41 per cent in 2017. There were 184 female Conservative candidates – 29 per cent of the party’s total – marking the highest number in the party’s history and a 9 per cent increase on 2015. There were also 184 women candidates (29 per cent) representing the Liberal Democrats. Thirty-four per cent of the Scottish National Party’s candidates were women, 35 per cent of the Green Party’s, 28 per cent of Plaid Cymru’s and 13 per cent of UKIP’s. A higher proportion of women candidates contested Labour’s safer seats (those with a 20 to 30 per cent majority), at 51 per cent, compared with 26 per cent for the Conservatives.

         However, 43 per cent of Conservative candidates in the most winnable seats (those with a 0 to 10 per cent majority held by another party) were women, compared with 33 per cent of Labour candidates. This indicated a rise for the Conservatives and a fall for Labour; in 2015, the opposite held true. Labour also fielded a higher proportion of women candidates in marginal seats. In seats with a 0 to 10 per cent marginality, 47 per cent of Labour candidates were women, as opposed to 20 per cent of Conservative candidates. Fifty-six per cent of female Lib Dem candidates stood in marginal seats. At the 2017 election 119 women Labour MPs were elected (45 per cent of all Labour MPs), more than every other party combined. The Conservatives have sixty-seven women MPs, three fewer than before the 2017 election, and the SNP twelve. The Lib Dems, who had no female MPs in 2015, now have four, while a further seven women represent smaller parties and independents. These women make up 32 per cent of all the MPs in Parliament.

         In the Scottish Parliament, 36 per cent of the members are women, compared to 42 per cent of the members of the National Assembly for Wales and 30 per cent of the members of the Northern Ireland Assembly. Following the 2014 European Parliament elections, 41 per cent of UK MEPs are women. However, despite significant progress, according to the Inter-Parliamentary Union’s global league table, the UK ranks only thirty-eighth in the world in terms of female representation in Parliament – falling behind several European nations. Rwanda tops the list, followed by Bolivia, Cuba and Iceland. Five countries in the rankings have no women in their lower or single house, while thirty have fewer than 10 per cent. There are currently female Presidents or Prime Ministers in only sixteen countries – 9 per cent of the 193 countries who are currently members of the UN. It should be noted that of the eight Labour MPs who defected to the Independent Group in February 2019, four were women – Luciana Berger, Ann Coffey, Angela Smith and Joan Ryan.

         We decided only to commission women to write the biographies. I am the token male in the production of the book! Its editors and publicist at Biteback are also all women.

         Jacqui and I would like to thank the 189 women who have contributed the essays to this book. Most have written a single entry, but I’d especially like to thank Dame Anne McGuire and Linda McDougall for their efforts in writing more than a few entries each.

         We would also like to thank Olivia Beattie and Stephanie Carey at Biteback for their herculean task in putting the book together and editing it so well. Having said that I am the token male in editing this book, I do have a fellow traveller. Namkwan Cho has done a fantastic job in designing the cover and typesetting the text.

         Naturally every contributor has a different writing style, and we make no apology for that, and we hope you enjoy the variety. Some of our authors know or knew their subjects and were encouraged to include personal reminiscences and judgements. We didn’t want this to be an academic exercise; we wanted to bring some of these remarkable characters to life.

         Given the length of the book and the subject matter, it is inevitable that there will be a few errors. We take full responsibility for mistakes and hope you will point them out to us so they can be corrected in any reprint. If you spot anything, please email iain@iaindale.com.

         We very much hope you enjoy the book.

         
             

         

         Iain Dale

Tunbridge Wells, August 2019 

      

   


   
      
         

            PREFACE

            JACQUI SMITH

         

         There is a famous photograph of all the Labour women elected to Parliament in the Labour landslide of 1997. I’m in the front row next to my good friend, Caroline Flint MP for Don Valley. The photo was taken on the first day that MPs gathered after the 1997 election and I felt a combination of elation and exhaustion, but was also proud to be part of such a group of women.

         The 1997 election marked a step change in women’s representation in the House of Commons. The first volume of The Honourable Ladies contains essays about women elected to Parliament starting in 1918 with the election of Constance Markievicz, who became the Sinn Féin candidate for Dublin St Patrick’s constituency. At the time of the election, Markievicz was in Holloway Prison and, like other Sinn Féin representatives, refused to take up her seat in the House of Commons. This was a mere three weeks after the passing of the Parliament (Qualification of Women) Act 1918 on 21 November 1918. Seventeen women stood in this election, including Christabel Pankhurst, who stood in Smethwick and polled over 8,000 votes (and only narrowly lost out to Labour). The first woman to actually take up her seat was Nancy Astor in December 1919.

         Finishing in 1996, Volume I contains the stories of the women who forged their way in a male-dominated Parliament and achieved notable firsts: Margaret Bondfield as the first woman Cabinet minister in 1929; Betty Boothroyd as the first Speaker of the House of Commons in 1992; and Margaret Thatcher as the first female Prime Minister in 1979. In that 78-year period, 168 women were elected to Parliament, but the proportion of women never went above 10 per cent. As Tessa Jowell noted, before 1997 there had been ‘more Members of Parliament called “John” than there are Honourable Ladies in the House’.

         It was not until after the mid-1990s that any real breakthrough in representation happened. For Labour, this came in 1997 when the party implemented a quota policy of all-women shortlists for 50 per cent of their winnable seats. More than 100 Labour women were elected to Parliament and the proportion of women MPs increased to 18 per cent. Other parties rejected this type of approach, but the Conservatives made considerable progress in 2010 when their numbers of women elected went from seventeen to forty-nine. A programme of support and leadership shown by David Cameron and Theresa May seems to be at the heart of the increased representation. There are now 67 Tory women, 120 Labour women and 22 representing other parties.

         At the time of my first successful election in 1997, 120 women were elected to Parliament. This was a cause for celebration, and many called it a breakthrough. The reality was that this still constituted just 18 per cent of all MPs. What it did demonstrate, however, was that progress in women’s representation was finally speeding up. While there were 167 women in our first volume of The Honourable Ladies, this volume contains the stories of 327 women elected in just twenty-two years.

         Another important milestone came on 8 December 2016. Nearly one hundred years after the first woman was elected to Parliament, the election of Dr Caroline Johnson in the Sleaford & North Hykeham by-election meant that she became the 455th woman elected to the House. On that same day, there were 455 men sitting in the Commons. It had taken ninety-eight years for the number of women ever elected to equal the number of men sitting in the House of Commons on that day.

         The real significance of the women who have been elected to Parliament is not just their presence, but also their action and the change they achieve. That’s not to underestimate the impact of the growing number of women in Parliament on how people – especially other women – felt about their national politics. Many people commented to me, and still do, about the impact on them of that picture of the new Labour women MPs in 1997. Lobby journalists talked about how Parliament didn’t just appear, but felt different, as they looked down on the coloured jackets dotted between the traditional grey suits. It’s hard to be what you can’t see, and all of a sudden young women could see that there were MPs that looked like them, and they could begin to picture themselves with a political career. Many of them are among the MPs elected in more recent years.

         Even with a female Prime Minister in Margaret Thatcher, the senior echelons of government had remained very male. After 1997, Tony Blair appointed five women to the Cabinet – the first time that there had been more than two. Between 2006 and 2007 we had the largest proportion of women Cabinet ministers, with 36 per cent of the Cabinet being female. There was also a new tranche of firsts. Ann Taylor was the first female Leader of the House and then the first Chief Whip. Margaret Beckett was the first Foreign Secretary and I was the first Home Secretary. Baroness Scotland was the first Attorney-General and Liz Truss the first Lord Chancellor. In May 2019 Penny Mordaunt became the first female Defence Secretary. We’ve had another woman Prime Minister with Theresa May, but the roles of Chancellor of the Exchequer and leader of the Labour Party remain stubbornly male.

         Parliament and government didn’t only look different – women politicians started pursuing new priorities, too. Issues previously seen as insignificant became centre stage, and completely new areas of public policy developed. Women’s work and caring responsibilities became driving forces for welfare reform. Violence against women moved to the mainstream of criminal justice changes. Laws were introduced to institutionalise equality. Sure Start; the national childcare strategy; improvements in maternity and paternity pay and leave; and the right to request flexible working recognised caring responsibilities largely undertaken by women. The National Minimum Wage was the biggest increase in women’s pay since the Equal Pay Act 1975, and tax credits and pension reform both aimed to boost the incomes of poorer women. New rights and services for the female victims of violence became a criminal justice priority. Increasing international aid recognised the particular needs of women and their children.

         Women’s rights have been a less obvious feature of the coalition and Conservative governments of recent years. However, the greater number of women members across the House has made an impact on many issues, such as resisting anonymity for rape suspects and pushing for abortion rights for women in Northern Ireland. Improved parental leave was a feature of the coalition government. Theresa May led efforts on tackling modern slavery. Maria Miller is the first chair of the Women and Equalities Select Committee, which has brought real parliamentary focus to issues of equality.

         However, these ad hoc efforts have failed to prevent austerity hitting women hardest, and the position of women and the policies that support them will always depend on the politics of the government in power, not just the numbers of women serving as ministers or MPs.

         In the first volume of The Honourable Ladies, we heard about women making enormous, but largely individual, efforts to promote issues of significance for women’s economic and social wellbeing. In this volume, we see women at the heart of government: able to drive significant public service and economic reforms for the benefit of women. The centrality of women’s rights will always depend on the political priorities of the governing parties, but what is clear is that progress for women will continue to be driven by the enormously energetic and talented female MPs you can read about in this book – and by the others who will have been inspired to follow them.

         
             

         

         Jacqui Smith

Malvern, June 2019 
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                        	Election
            
                        
                        	Conservative
            
                        
                        	Labour
            
                        
                        	Liberal/Lib

                Dems
            
                        
                        	SNP
            
                        
                        	Others
            
                        
                        	Total
            
                        
                        	% of total

                parliamentary

                candidates


                     
            
                        
                        	1918
            
                        
                        	1
            
                        
                        	4
            
                        
                        	4
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	8
            
                        
                        	17
            
                        
                        	1


                     
            
                        
                        	1922
            
                        
                        	5
            
                        
                        	10
            
                        
                        	16
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	2
            
                        
                        	33
            
                        
                        	2.3


                     
            
                        
                        	1923
            
                        
                        	7
            
                        
                        	14
            
                        
                        	12
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	1
            
                        
                        	34
            
                        
                        	2.4


                     
            
                        
                        	1924
            
                        
                        	12
            
                        
                        	22
            
                        
                        	6
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	1
            
                        
                        	41
            
                        
                        	2.9


                     
            
                        
                        	1929
            
                        
                        	10
            
                        
                        	30
            
                        
                        	25
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	4
            
                        
                        	69
            
                        
                        	4


                     
            
                        
                        	1931
            
                        
                        	16
            
                        
                        	36
            
                        
                        	5
            
                        
                        	1
            
                        
                        	4
            
                        
                        	62
            
                        
                        	4.8


                     
            
                        
                        	1935
            
                        
                        	19
            
                        
                        	33
            
                        
                        	11
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	4
            
                        
                        	67
            
                        
                        	5


                     
            
                        
                        	1945
            
                        
                        	14
            
                        
                        	41
            
                        
                        	20
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	12
            
                        
                        	87
            
                        
                        	5.2


                     
            
                        
                        	1950
            
                        
                        	29
            
                        
                        	42
            
                        
                        	45
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	2
            
                        
                        	118
            
                        
                        	6.8


                     
            
                        
                        	1951
            
                        
                        	25
            
                        
                        	41
            
                        
                        	11
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	1
            
                        
                        	78
            
                        
                        	5.6


                     
            
                        
                        	1955
            
                        
                        	33
            
                        
                        	43
            
                        
                        	14
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	2
            
                        
                        	92
            
                        
                        	6.5


                     
            
                        
                        	1959
            
                        
                        	28
            
                        
                        	36
            
                        
                        	16
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	1
            
                        
                        	81
            
                        
                        	5.3


                     
            
                        
                        	1964
            
                        
                        	24
            
                        
                        	33
            
                        
                        	24
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	9
            
                        
                        	90
            
                        
                        	5.1


                     
            
                        
                        	1966
            
                        
                        	21
            
                        
                        	30
            
                        
                        	20
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	10
            
                        
                        	81
            
                        
                        	4.7


                     
            
                        
                        	1970
            
                        
                        	26
            
                        
                        	29
            
                        
                        	23
            
                        
                        	10
            
                        
                        	11
            
                        
                        	99
            
                        
                        	5.4


                     
            
                        
                        	1974 Feb
            
                        
                        	33
            
                        
                        	40
            
                        
                        	40
            
                        
                        	8
            
                        
                        	22
            
                        
                        	143
            
                        
                        	6.7


                     
            
                        
                        	1974 Oct
            
                        
                        	30
            
                        
                        	50
            
                        
                        	49
            
                        
                        	8
            
                        
                        	24
            
                        
                        	161
            
                        
                        	7.1


                     
            
                        
                        	1979
            
                        
                        	31
            
                        
                        	52
            
                        
                        	52
            
                        
                        	6
            
                        
                        	64
            
                        
                        	205
            
                        
                        	8.4


                     
            
                        
                        	1983
            
                        
                        	40
            
                        
                        	78
            
                        
                        	75
            
                        
                        	9
            
                        
                        	78
            
                        
                        	280
            
                        
                        	10.9


                     
            
                        
                        	1987
            
                        
                        	46
            
                        
                        	92
            
                        
                        	106
            
                        
                        	6
            
                        
                        	79
            
                        
                        	329
            
                        
                        	14.2


                     
            
                        
                        	1992
            
                        
                        	63
            
                        
                        	138
            
                        
                        	143
            
                        
                        	15
            
                        
                        	214
            
                        
                        	573
            
                        
                        	19.3


                     
            
                        
                        	1997
            
                        
                        	69
            
                        
                        	157
            
                        
                        	140
            
                        
                        	15
            
                        
                        	291
            
                        
                        	672
            
                        
                        	18


                     
            
                        
                        	2001
            
                        
                        	92
            
                        
                        	149
            
                        
                        	139
            
                        
                        	16
            
                        
                        	240
            
                        
                        	636
            
                        
                        	19.2


                     
            
                        
                        	2005
            
                        
                        	122
            
                        
                        	166
            
                        
                        	144
            
                        
                        	13
            
                        
                        	275
            
                        
                        	720
            
                        
                        	20.3


                     
            
                        
                        	2010
            
                        
                        	153
            
                        
                        	191
            
                        
                        	134
            
                        
                        	17
            
                        
                        	379
            
                        
                        	874
            
                        
                        	21.1


                     
            
                        
                        	2015
            
                        
                        	169
            
                        
                        	214
            
                        
                        	166
            
                        
                        	20
            
                        
                        	464
            
                        
                        	1033
            
                        
                        	24.7


                     
            
                        
                        	2017
            
                        
                        	186
            
                        
                        	256
            
                        
                        	191
            
                        
                        	20
            
                        
                        	310
            
                        
                        	973
            
                        
                        	29.4


                  
               

               This table shows the number of women MPs elected across all parties in general elections since 1918.

            

         

         
            
               
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	Election
            
                        
                        	Conservative
            
                        
                        	Labour
            
                        
                        	Liberal/Lib

                Dems
            
                        
                        	SNP
            
                        
                        	Others
            
                        
                        	Total
            
                        
                        	% of total

                parliamentary

                candidates


                     
            
                        
                        	1918
            
                        
                        	1
            
                        
                        	4
            
                        
                        	4
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	8
            
                        
                        	17
            
                        
                        	1


                     
            
                        
                        	1922
            
                        
                        	5
            
                        
                        	10
            
                        
                        	16
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	2
            
                        
                        	33
            
                        
                        	2.3


                     
            
                        
                        	1923
            
                        
                        	7
            
                        
                        	14
            
                        
                        	12
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	1
            
                        
                        	34
            
                        
                        	2.4


                     
            
                        
                        	1924
            
                        
                        	12
            
                        
                        	22
            
                        
                        	6
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	1
            
                        
                        	41
            
                        
                        	2.9


                     
            
                        
                        	1929
            
                        
                        	10
            
                        
                        	30
            
                        
                        	25
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	4
            
                        
                        	69
            
                        
                        	4


                     
            
                        
                        	1931
            
                        
                        	16
            
                        
                        	36
            
                        
                        	5
            
                        
                        	1
            
                        
                        	4
            
                        
                        	62
            
                        
                        	4.8


                     
            
                        
                        	1935
            
                        
                        	19
            
                        
                        	33
            
                        
                        	11
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	4
            
                        
                        	67
            
                        
                        	5


                     
            
                        
                        	1945
            
                        
                        	14
            
                        
                        	41
            
                        
                        	20
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	12
            
                        
                        	87
            
                        
                        	5.2


                     
            
                        
                        	1950
            
                        
                        	29
            
                        
                        	42
            
                        
                        	45
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	2
            
                        
                        	118
            
                        
                        	6.8


                     
            
                        
                        	1951
            
                        
                        	25
            
                        
                        	41
            
                        
                        	11
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	1
            
                        
                        	78
            
                        
                        	5.6


                     
            
                        
                        	1955
            
                        
                        	33
            
                        
                        	43
            
                        
                        	14
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	2
            
                        
                        	92
            
                        
                        	6.5


                     
            
                        
                        	1959
            
                        
                        	28
            
                        
                        	36
            
                        
                        	16
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	1
            
                        
                        	81
            
                        
                        	5.3


                     
            
                        
                        	1964
            
                        
                        	24
            
                        
                        	33
            
                        
                        	24
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	9
            
                        
                        	90
            
                        
                        	5.1


                     
            
                        
                        	1966
            
                        
                        	21
            
                        
                        	30
            
                        
                        	20
            
                        
                        	0
            
                        
                        	10
            
                        
                        	81
            
                        
                        	4.7


                     
            
                        
                        	1970
            
                        
                        	26
            
                        
                        	29
            
                        
                        	23
            
                        
                        	10
            
                        
                        	11
            
                        
                        	99
            
                        
                        	5.4


                     
            
                        
                        	1974 Feb
            
                        
                        	33
            
                        
                        	40
            
                        
                        	40
            
                        
                        	8
            
                        
                        	22
            
                        
                        	143
            
                        
                        	6.7


                     
            
                        
                        	1974 Oct
            
                        
                        	30
            
                        
                        	50
            
                        
                        	49
            
                        
                        	8
            
                        
                        	24
            
                        
                        	161
            
                        
                        	7.1


                     
            
                        
                        	1979
            
                        
                        	31
            
                        
                        	52
            
                        
                        	52
            
                        
                        	6
            
                        
                        	64
            
                        
                        	205
            
                        
                        	8.4


                     
            
                        
                        	1983
            
                        
                        	40
            
                        
                        	78
            
                        
                        	75
            
                        
                        	9
            
                        
                        	78
            
                        
                        	280
            
                        
                        	10.9


                     
            
                        
                        	1987
            
                        
                        	46
            
                        
                        	92
            
                        
                        	106
            
                        
                        	6
            
                        
                        	79
            
                        
                        	329
            
                        
                        	14.2


                     
            
                        
                        	1992
            
                        
                        	63
            
                        
                        	138
            
                        
                        	143
            
                        
                        	15
            
                        
                        	214
            
                        
                        	571
            
                        
                        	19.3


                     
            
                        
                        	1997
            
                        
                        	69
            
                        
                        	157
            
                        
                        	140
            
                        
                        	15
            
                        
                        	291
            
                        
                        	672
            
                        
                        	18


                     
            
                        
                        	2001
            
                        
                        	92
            
                        
                        	149
            
                        
                        	139
            
                        
                        	16
            
                        
                        	240
            
                        
                        	636
            
                        
                        	19.2


                     
            
                        
                        	2005
            
                        
                        	122
            
                        
                        	166
            
                        
                        	144
            
                        
                        	13
            
                        
                        	275
            
                        
                        	720
            
                        
                        	20.3


                     
            
                        
                        	2010
            
                        
                        	153
            
                        
                        	191
            
                        
                        	134
            
                        
                        	17
            
                        
                        	379
            
                        
                        	874
            
                        
                        	21.1


                     
            
                        
                        	2015
            
                        
                        	169
            
                        
                        	214
            
                        
                        	166
            
                        
                        	20
            
                        
                        	464
            
                        
                        	1033
            
                        
                        	24.7


                     
            
                        
                        	2017
            
                        
                        	186
            
                        
                        	256
            
                        
                        	191
            
                        
                        	20
            
                        
                        	310
            
                        
                        	973
            
                        
                        	29.4


                  
               

               This table shows the number of women who have stood for election to Parliament in every general election since 1918, the year that women were first permitted to stand.

            

         

      

   


   
      
         

            PARLIAMENTARY FIRSTS FOR WOMEN

         

         This timeline charts a number of ‘firsts’ and significant events over the past century for women in Parliament and political life.

         
            
               
                  
                     
            
                        
                        	1907
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Qualification of Women (County and Borough Councils) Act permitting women to become county and borough councillors – many women stood in 1 November elections


                     
            
                        
                        	1908
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Elected mayor in England (Elizabeth Garrett Anderson)


                     
            
                        
                        	1918
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Women were able to stand for Parliament and those over thirty, who met minimum property qualifications, were given the right to vote


                     
            
                        
                        	1918
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	MP elected (Countess Constance Markievicz)


                     
            
                        
                        	1919
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Member of Parliament to take her seat (Nancy Astor)


                     
            
                        
                        	1924
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Minister (Margaret Bondfield)


                     
            
                        
                        	1928
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Vote given to women on the same terms as men


                     
            
                        
                        	1929
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Cabinet minister and privy counsellor (Margaret Bondfield)


                     
            
                        
                        	1948
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Chair of Committee of Whole House (Florence Paton)


                     
            
                        
                        	1958
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Life Peerages Act, which allowed the first women life peers to take their seats (Lady Reading and Baroness Wooton)


                     
            
                        
                        	1964
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Parliamentary whip (Commons) (Harriet Slater)


                     
            
                        
                        	1965
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Parliamentary whip (Lords) (Baroness Phillips)


                     
            
                        
                        	1967
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Deputy Speaker (Lords) (Baroness Wootton)


                     
            
                        
                        	1970
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Deputy Speaker (Commons) (Betty Harvie Anderson) 



                     
            
                        
                        	1975
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Leader of the Opposition (Margaret Thatcher)


                     
            
                        
                        	1979
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Prime Minister (Margaret Thatcher)


                     
            
                        
                        	1981
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Leader of the House of Lords (Baroness Young)


                     
            
                        
                        	1992
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Speaker of the House of Commons (Betty Boothroyd)


                     
            
                        
                        	1997
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Secretary of State for Northern Ireland (Mo Mowlam)


                     
            
                        
                        	1997
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Leader of the House of Commons (Ann Taylor)


                     
            
                        
                        	1997
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Full-time Minister for Women (Joan Ruddock)


                     
            
                        
                        	1998
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Chief Whip (Ann Taylor)


                     
            
                        
                        	2001
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Secretary of State for Scotland (Helen Liddell)


                     
            
                        
                        	2006
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Margaret Beckett)


                     
            
                        
                        	2006
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	House of Lords Lord Speaker (Baroness Hayman)


                     
            
                        
                        	2007
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Secretary of State for Home Affairs (Jacqui Smith)


                     
            
                        
                        	2007
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Attorney-General (Baroness Scotland)


                     
            
                        
                        	2009
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (Baroness Ashton)


                     
            
                        
                        	2010
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Secretary of State for Wales (Cheryl Gillan)


                     
            
                        
                        	2014
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	First Minister of Scotland (Nicola Sturgeon)


                     
            
                        
                        	2016
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Lord Chancellor (Liz Truss)


                     
            
                        
                        	2017
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Black Rod (Sarah Clarke)


                     
            
                        
                        	2019
            
                        
                        	 
            
                        
                        	Defence Secretary (Penny Mordaunt)


                  
               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         

            CANDY ATHERTON

            LINDA GILROY

         

         
            
               	
FULL NAME: Candice Kathleen Atherton

               	
DATE OF BIRTH: 21 September 1955

               	
PLACE OF BIRTH: Worcester Park

               	
DATE OF DEATH: 30 October 2017

               	
SPOUSE: Broderick Ross

               	
CHILDREN: –

               	
UNSUCCESSFUL ELECTIONS FOUGHT: Chesham & Amersham 1992

               	
CONSTITUENCY: Falmouth & Camborne

               	
DATE FIRST ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT: 1 May 1997

               	
DATE LEFT PARLIAMENT: 5 May 2005

               	
PARTY: Labour

               	
PARTY ROLES: None

               	
SHADOW & MINISTERIAL ROLES & DATES: None

               	
MOST FAMOUS QUOTATION: ‘Never let yourself be limited by what other people think you are capable of.’

            

         

         Candy Atherton was a larger-than-life character who wore flowing clothes and big jewellery and carried a capacious handbag. Her career in politics stretched long before her election to Parliament: she was a passionate feminist and a lifelong campaigner, setting up a women’s refuge, co-founding Everywoman magazine and serving as an Islington councillor and mayor.

         Candy was greatly affected by illness and disabilities caused by an autoimmune disease, but never let it affect her appetite for life, food, drink and having fun. She was a qualified glider pilot and accomplished ‘boat woman’ who lived on a narrowboat on a London canal when attending Parliament. She played keyboards, attempted the accordion and was a keen, knowledgeable birdwatcher.

         In 1995 she was selected to fight the three-way marginal seat of Falmouth & Camborne, the first constituency to use Labour’s new all-women shortlist procedure. The selection was as controversial locally as the policy was nationally. Two Labour councillors resigned (one of whom stood against her for the seat), but in 1997 she took Labour from third place to first and much enjoyed saying that she was ‘the overweight woman who beat Seb Coe’ – the Olympic athlete turned Conservative politician who held the seat from 1992.

         She nearly doubled her majority in 2001, having successfully campaigned for the Prime Minister to take the necessary steps to achieve Objective 1 European funding status for Cornwall (bringing infrastructure and development funding worth over £2 billion), for the National Minimum Wage Act 1998, and for a university in Cornwall. Candy was also a vocal campaigner for the ban on fox hunting, spearheaded the campaign to open a minor injuries unit in Camborne and exposed the longstanding concerns about the nerve gas station at Nancekuke (RRH Portreath) in her constituency. She also introduced a Private Member’s Bill in 2001 to outlaw age discrimination. In 2002 Candy married Cornishman Broderick Ross in Falmouth’s Pendennis Castle, befitting her well-deserved reputation for throwing a good party.

         In private life Candy was very sensitive about perceived political insults, but in public she could come across as high handed, which perhaps contributed to her defeat at the 2005 general election by Liberal Democrat Julia Goldsworthy by 1,886 votes.

         After her parliamentary career, she served on the Housing Corporation, chairing the rural housing committee, before entering local politics in Falmouth in 2013 with her customary energy and zeal, playing a major role in steering the council through a period of change as it took on devolved services from the unitary authority.

         On 30 October 2017, Candy had a major stroke, dying suddenly in the midst of her representative duties at the Association of Larger Local Councils’ conference. She would have been delighted at the local paper’s description of her as a ‘Cornish campaigner’.

         Six months before this she and I had sneaked a ‘quiet’ night out on 1 May 2017 in the middle of her campaign to become re-elected to the Cornwall County Council seat she had held since 2013. At one of her favourite Falmouth fish restaurants we (well, mostly she) demolished a crab stack and two bottles of red wine. Reflecting with her on the twenty years since 1 May 1997, I saw in sharp relief how practical this left-wing feminist was in her politics, achieving change for the better for so many people, making sure they too could live their lives to the full.

      

   


   
      
         

            CHARLOTTE ATKINS

            KATHRYN STANCZYSZYN

         

         
            
               	
FULL NAME: Charlotte Jean Scott Atkins

               	
DATE OF BIRTH: 24 September 1950

               	
PLACE OF BIRTH: Chelmsford, Essex

               	
DATE OF DEATH: –

               	
SPOUSE: Gus Brain

               	
CHILDREN: One daughter

               	
UNSUCCESSFUL ELECTIONS FOUGHT: Eastbourne 1990; Staffordshire Moorlands 2010

               	
CONSTITUENCY: Staffordshire Moorlands

               	
DATE FIRST ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT: 1 May 1997

               	
DATE LEFT PARLIAMENT: 6 May 2010

               	
PARTY: Labour

               	
PARTY ROLES: None

               	
SHADOW & MINISTERIAL ROLES & DATES: Assistant whip 2002–05; Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Transport 2004–05

            

         

         The daughter of stalwart Labour MP Ron Atkins, Charlotte Atkins grew up with politics in the family. After a successful career in trade unions and as a local councillor, she became MP for Staffordshire Moorlands in the Labour landslide of 1997.

         Born in 1950 in Essex, Charlotte Atkins went to Colchester County High School. After gaining a degree in economics at LSE, and an MA in area studies at the University of London, she worked with Luton Community Research Council from 1974 for a few years before becoming heavily involved with the trade union movement. She was first a researcher and then head of research at UCATT in the late 1970s, before moving on to TASS and then heading to COHSE, and finally UNISON, where she worked as a press officer and then parliamentary officer between 1983 and 1997. In 1981 she wrote a book with another future Labour MP, Chris Mullin, called How to Select or Reselect Your MP.

         She had become a member of the Labour Party aged just fifteen, and in 1982 had her first taste of elected politics as a councillor in Wandsworth, becoming deputy leader of the Labour group a year later. She first stood for Parliament in 1990 in the Eastbourne by-election brought about by the assassination of Conservative MP Ian Gow in a car bomb attack by the Provisional IRA. She came third, in a surprise win for the Liberal Democrats over the Conservative candidate. But she had proved herself, and went on to stand in 1997 for Staffordshire Moorlands, winning the seat from the Conservatives, who had held it for twenty-seven years, with a 10,000 majority and a significant swing. That election marked the point the seat became a bellwether for the nation.

         Throughout her thirteen-year parliamentary career, agriculture, education and the environment were among her specialist interests. Charlotte Atkins became Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Transport in 2004 for a year, and was an assistant whip from 2002 to 2005. She was also part of the Health Select Committee that changed the course of a crucial piece of legislation. In 2007, the committee recommended banning smoking in all enclosed public spaces, going against the proposed law for a ban to apply only to food premises. The committee members tabled an all-party amendment to the Bill to remove the exemptions for non-food pubs and private members’ clubs, and it was this cross-party support that helped convince both the opposition and the government to allow a free vote on the issue. The rest is history.

         However, it is Charlotte Atkins’s fierce advocacy of Britain’s waterways that she became best known for, and led to her receiving the Inland Waterways Association’s inaugural award for ‘Parliamentarian of the Year’ in 2008. She was heavily involved in campaigning for more funds for England’s waterways, particularly the Caldon Canal in her own constituency, and spoke many times during her time as an MP in support of the need for ongoing regeneration. She later became chair of the Canal & River Trust’s Central Shires Waterway Partnership board.

         Charlotte Atkins lost her seat to Conservative Karen Bradley in 2010. She then once again became a Labour councillor, this time in her new home, for Staffordshire County Council.

      

   


   
      
         

            JACKIE BALLARD

            CAROLYN QUINN

         

         
            
               	
FULL NAME: Jacqueline Margaret Ballard

               	
DATE OF BIRTH: 4 January 1953

               	
PLACE OF BIRTH: Dunoon

               	
DATE OF DEATH: –

               	
SPOUSE: Derek Ballard (div. 1989)

               	
CHILDREN: Christina

               	
UNSUCCESSFUL ELECTIONS FOUGHT: Taunton 1992; Taunton 2001

               	
CONSTITUENCY: Taunton

               	
DATE FIRST ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT: 1 May 1997

               	
DATE LEFT PARLIAMENT: 7 June 2001

               	
PARTY: Liberal Democrat

               	
PARTY ROLES: Shadow spokesperson on Women and Local Government 1997–99; deputy Home Affairs spokesperson (with responsibility for the Voluntary Sector) 1999–2001

               	
SHADOW & MINISTERIAL ROLES & DATES: None

               	
MOST FAMOUS QUOTATION: ‘Jackie B – Who cares, wins.’

            

         

         Was it a bird? Was it a plane? No, it was Jackie Ballard, Liberal Democrat MP for Taunton, taking to the skies in a helicopter to launch her bid to take over from Paddy Ashdown as leader in 1999. Never a shrinking violet, she was the first and only woman to seek the top job. Pitched against four of her male colleagues, her slogan, ‘Jackie B – Who cares, wins’, failed to stop Charles Kennedy, and she came fourth out of five. But during the race she gained some unexpected backers. Michael Gove, then a columnist for The Times, wrote a glowing piece about her. Then, in 2018, while reflecting on the lessons he had learned, he concluded: ‘That prediction is a mug’s game. I’m a man who wrote Michael Portillo: The Future of the Right, and the man who said Jackie Ballard would be leader of the Liberal Democrats!’

         Jackie Ballard had entered Parliament in 1997. After a career in social work and education, she already had a reputation as a fierce opponent of hunting when she won the Taunton seat on her second attempt. During her time as MP there, she received death threats from hunting supporters for her vocal and prominent campaign against blood sports. A dead sheep was placed on a golf course with her name around its neck. But she stood her ground. She says one of the things that made her most proud as an MP was cross-party collaboration to co-sponsor the first Bill which attempted to ban fox hunting. The Hunting Bill failed ultimately during her time in Parliament but – to the chagrin of many of her critics – succeeded during her subsequent career as director general of the RSPCA.

         She lost her Taunton seat to the Conservatives at the 2001 general election by 235 votes. Catapulted out of Parliament, she turned her back on politics and took off to Iran. She had fallen in love with an Iranian man at university (while returning to her studies after losing her seat) and now wanted to immerse herself in the culture and the language. She’d paid several visits during her time as an MP; now, with her £25,000 redundancy and with the blessing of her grown-up daughter, she planned a longer stay. Known for her feminist credentials, she surprised friends at home with her willingness to submit to the mandatory hijab in Iran. She admits now to being a bit blinkered in interviews about her life there. ‘I loved the people, the culture and the country, but I am not an apologist for the regime,’ she insists.

         Back in the UK in 2002, when her appointment as the first female director general of the RSPCA was announced, a storm broke out. She was publicly criticised by members. Trustees resigned in protest. One newspaper branded her a ‘feminist and failed MP who … can’t even read a balance sheet’. But within five years she had dug the charity out of a deep financial hole and oversaw the implementation of a new Animal Welfare Act. She moved on to head the Action on Hearing Loss charity – formerly RNID – though her attempts to learn sign language, were, she says, impeded by the fact that she has been blind in one eye since birth, which limits her spatial awareness.

         Since then, her charity career has spanned causes such as women’s rights and issues surrounding alcohol.

         Her ties with Parliament weren’t completely severed in 2001, however. She was chosen to join the new panel set up to oversee the new MPs’ expenses system after the scandal of 2009, but her appointment was vigorously opposed by Tory MPs, who said she hadn’t been an MP long enough and didn’t sufficiently know the ways of Parliament.

         Reflecting on the criticism she received, Jackie Ballard dismisses her critics as ‘dinosaurs’ who kicked up because she wasn’t ‘one of them’: 

         
            Most former MPs preferred at the time not to put their head above the parapet – it was clear the appointments and the new process was going to be controversial. I found myself under flak from all sides – from the media, from MPs. We had very little time to set up a new system for the world’s most difficult customers.

         

         Jackie Ballard joined fellow board members in declining the chance to seek re-appointment when it came to the end of their three-year terms in 2012, accusing MPs of ‘gratuitous hostility’ and the Speaker of ‘interference’, though today she suggests that he was ‘under pressure to put the screws on, whatever he thought personally of the new system and its board’.

         Ask Jackie Ballard if she ever hankers after a return to party politics after 2001 and she will look horrified and dismiss the thought out of hand. ‘When I go on holiday, or meet someone new, I never tell anyone I was an MP,’ she says. ‘As soon as you say, “I was an MP”, it’s like [it’s] the only thing you have done in your life, whereas I feel I have done bigger and better things since.’

      

   


   
      
         

            ANNE BEGG

            ANNE McGUIRE

         

         
            
               	
FULL NAME: Dame Anne Margaret Begg

               	
DATE OF BIRTH: 6 December 1955

               	
PLACE OF BIRTH: Brechin, Angus, Scotland

               	
DATE OF DEATH: –

               	
SPOUSE: –

               	
CHILDREN: –

               	
UNSUCCESSFUL ELECTIONS FOUGHT: Aberdeen South 2015

               	
CONSTITUENCY: Aberdeen South

               	
DATE FIRST ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT: 1 May 1997

               	
DATE LEFT PARLIAMENT: 7 May 2015

               	
PARTY: Labour

               	
PARTY ROLES: None

               	
SHADOW & MINISTERIAL ROLES & DATES: Chair of the Work and Pensions Select Committee 2010–15

               	
MOST FAMOUS QUOTATION: ‘Parliament has to set an example. We have to reflect life outside this place if we are going to be able to legislate for that life.’

            

         

         Anne Begg was born with a disability, but for the first eight years of her life, her family had to fight to see a specialist to get a definitive diagnosis of Gaucher’s Disease. By the time she was eleven her enlarged spleen had been removed and she had spent many months in hospital for painful exploratory procedures. However, as she herself puts it: ‘We were a Scottish working-class family, so we just got on with life,’ and get on with life she did, but it was never easy. She sat her Scottish Higher exams in hospital. After her education at Brechin High School, she found that her way into primary teaching in 1973 was barred because she ‘couldn’t fit the health standards’. So she studied for a university degree and took a secondary teaching course, qualifying in 1978. She did get a teaching post, having gone to the interview using only one of her two sticks. Using two sticks would have disbarred her. Even then, it was only a qualified acceptance as she had to prove her fitness by having a two-year period without any absences, a stricture that would never have been imposed on a non-disabled person. As Anne often said, it was never about her ability.

         Previously an unsuccessful council candidate in Angus, Anne was selected as the Labour candidate for Aberdeen South in the autumn of 1996 and came to the job on the basis of a record of activism in both the party and her union, the Educational Institute of Scotland. She was seen as a good choice, ‘if a bit of a leftie’. What was never in doubt was her commitment and energy, however, and in 1997 she was returned as one of eight Scottish Labour women MPs, at that point the highest in the Scottish party’s history.

         If Anne had any fears about the Commons being accessible to a wheelchair-using member, then her fears were quickly allayed. Thanks initially to the efforts of the Deputy Speaker, Michael Martin, the Commons was ready for her, certainly in terms of facilities. Her room was on the same level as the Chamber and only a few minutes away, and provision was made for additional staff support. Twenty years on, it is taken for granted that support for disabled MPs is built in. The Commons might have been reasonably accessible, but other places were not. In those first months she refused to go to receptions and meetings that were held in upstairs rooms, even in government buildings. A new lift was installed in the Scottish Office’s Dover House, which Donald Dewar, the Secretary of State, dubbed ‘Anne’s Lift’.

         However, while the facilities were in place, it was obvious that in debate, other members were not quite sure how to deal with her. Astonishingly, she was the first member to be allowed to speak from a wheelchair. Previously, any physically disabled member would be carried to their seat in the Chamber. Knowing that Anne had taught debating to her pupils, and she herself knew how to pack a verbal punch, it was often amusing to watch as opposition members treated her initially with kid gloves and sometimes a little condescension. She had not just to establish herself as one of the new women in a Parliament unused to us in such numbers, but also as the first permanent wheelchair-using member. Anyway, everyone soon learned she was neither a shrinking violet nor a pushover in verbal combat.

         I always thought it surprising that Anne never gained ministerial office. She had such a range of interests, from the oil and gas industry to fishing, health and equalities, that there was no shortage of experience. However, she became a formidable force in the Commons Select Committee structure, serving for fourteen years on the Work and Pensions Committee, the last five years as chair. Her time as chair was dominated by the radical and controversial reform of the UK welfare system and she had to steer her cross-party committee with diplomatic skill and critical impartiality.

         Anne Begg only broke the whip on aspects of foreign policy. A life-long supporter of CND, she was against the renewal of Trident. On Iraq, she was among over 100 Labour MPs who voted against action, and in 2014 she was one of another group of Labour colleagues who voted against air strikes on ISIS. In a statement to her local newspaper at the time of the 2014 vote, she said, ‘I’m pretty nervous about any military action, whether it was the 2003 invasion or replacing Trident.’

         As a wheelchair-using MP, Anne was acutely aware that she could be easily pigeon-holed by the media as ‘the disabled MP’. She was always going to be interested in disability issues, but her range of interests and experience went much wider, as she proved during her eighteen years in the Commons. However, I think she would also recognise that some of her most powerful speeches were when she used her own experience as a disabled person to highlight an issue, none more so when during the debates on stem-cell research which cut across party lines.

         
            In my case, degeneration, particularly in my bone marrow and bones, is so advanced that any cure, should there be one, because of the shape of my body, will not help me anyway. But perhaps there will be something in stem-cell research that could help not only people like me – my disease is a rare one – but many people with other diseases.

         

         Anne was defeated at the 2015 general election along with all but one of her Scottish Labour colleagues. She had won so many battles in her life, but not this one. She took her defeat with grace and humility. Not so long afterwards, she was back in public life as a member of the local NHS trust and as a member of the Scottish Care Commission. ‘I’m too young to retire,’ she told anyone who asked why she wasn’t taking life a bit easier.

      

   


   
      
         

            LIZ BLACKMAN

            FREYA PRATTY

         

         
            
               	
FULL NAME: Elizabeth Marion Blackman

               	
DATE OF BIRTH: 26 September 1949

               	
PLACE OF BIRTH: Penrith, England

               	
DATE OF DEATH: –

               	
SPOUSE: Derek Blackman (div. 1999)

               	
CHILDREN: One son and one daughter

               	
UNSUCCESSFUL ELECTIONS FOUGHT: None

               	
CONSTITUENCY: Erewash

               	
DATE FIRST ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT: 1 May 1997

               	
DATE LEFT PARLIAMENT: 12 April 2010

               	
PARTY: Labour

               	
PARTY ROLES: None

               	
SHADOW & MINISTERIAL ROLES & DATES: Government whip 2006–08; parliamentary private secretary to Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon; PPS to Leader of the House of Commons Geoff Hoon

               	
MOST FAMOUS QUOTATION: ‘In 1997, so many schools were falling to bits, and hospitals and health centres were crumbling under the strain. Now we only need to look around us to see substantial improvements.’

            

         

         Liz Blackman is often remembered for beating TV personality Robert Kilroy-Silk in the 2005 general election, thereby, according to The Guardian’s political correspondent at the time, ‘doing the whole nation a favour’. This win allowed Blackman to continue in her role as Labour MP for the Nottinghamshire constituency of Erewash, a seat she’d first secured in 1997, when she comfortably ousted her Conservative predecessor with a 12 per cent swing to Labour. As a first-time candidate from an all-women shortlist, for many, she perfectly symbolised the New Labour of May 1997.

         Blackman brought her close knowledge of the community she served to her work as MP. She had been both a history teacher at a local comprehensive school and a local councillor prior to her election to Parliament. The improvements she lobbied for in her constituency spanned numerous areas, but education proved to be a central focus. Her successful campaigns in Erewash secured funding for local schools, money to upgrade parts of the constituency’s towns and funding for the local Ilkeston Hospital.

         At a parliamentary level, the causes Blackman championed were equally numerous and varied. She helped to secure flu jabs for over-65s and compensation for victims of pension mis-selling, tighten laws on the use of airguns, and speed up settlements for ex-miners with lung disease. Blackman also worked on the mainstreaming of Sure Start, an initiative providing childcare, early education and family services, which she described as ‘an important measure to support families and to lift children out of poverty’.

         Blackman was known for her work promoting a greater understanding of autism within government. She helped to secure the 2009 Autism Act, which aimed to offer more provision for adults with autism. For this, she was commended by her fellow MPs for bringing her ‘usual honesty and passionate feelings’ to the cause. Conservative MP Angela Browning said she’d felt like a ‘lone voice’ in government on the need for autism provision until Blackman had joined Parliament and shown herself to be a ‘great advocate’.

         Blackman replaced Diane Abbott on the Treasury Select Committee in 1997, a role she continued to fill until 2000. Her loyalty to the Labour Party’s leadership is often noted: loyalism that was rewarded when, in 2000, she was appointed parliamentary private secretary to Geoff Hoon, the then Secretary of State for Defence. In 2006 she left this position to begin a post in the government Whips’ Office, which she continued for two years.

         Blackman served her Erewash constituency for twelve years before her retirement from politics in 2010, upon which she was described by Gordon Brown as a ‘tireless campaigner’.

      

   


   
      
         

            HAZEL BLEARS

            JANE MERRICK

         

         
            
               	
FULL NAME: Hazel Anne Blears

               	
DATE OF BIRTH: 14 May 1956

               	
PLACE OF BIRTH: Salford

               	
DATE OF DEATH: –

               	
SPOUSE: Michael Halsall

               	
CHILDREN: –

               	
UNSUCCESSFUL ELECTIONS FOUGHT: Tatton 1987; Bury South 1992

               	
CONSTITUENCY: Salford

               	
DATE FIRST ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT: 1 May 1997

               	
DATE LEFT PARLIAMENT: 7 May 2015

               	
PARTY: Labour

               	
PARTY ROLES: Labour Party chair 2006–07; councillor for Salford City Council 1984–92

               	
SHADOW & MINISTERIAL ROLES & DATES: Public Health minister 2001–03; Minister of State for Policing and Counter-Terrorism 2003–06; Minister without Portfolio (and party chair) 2006–07; Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 2007–09

               	
MOST FAMOUS QUOTATION: ‘YouTube if you want to.’ (About Gordon Brown, May 2009)

            

         

         In an interview with The Times in December 2008, Hazel Blears spoke movingly about her working-class childhood in Salford and how she had been driven, by aspiration, to aim high. ‘I have never known my place,’ she said – a simple yet powerful remark which will resonate with others from similar backgrounds who have reached Westminster. Six months later, Blears proved she was indeed not one to be pushed around when she resigned in spectacular fashion from Gordon Brown’s Cabinet on the eve of the 2009 local elections. On the day of her resignation, she wore a brooch which – much like herself – was small yet pin-sharp; it carried the words ‘Rocking the Boat’. As she stood down as Communities Secretary, Blears claimed she wanted to ‘help the Labour Party to reconnect with the British people’. However, this does not tell the full story: her sudden departure was part of a wider attempted coup by Cabinet Blairites against the then Prime Minister, who resigned within hours of each other in early June 2009, and followed some caustic comments exchanged between Blears and Brown. That year, dissatisfaction with Brown had been growing among ministers, who feared – rightly – that Labour was on course to lose power in the 2010 general election. In May 2009, Blears wrote an article for The Observer about what the party should do to re-engage with its traditional voters. The piece would have been noted, yet largely ignored, were it not for her devastating phrase, in reference to the Prime Minister’s recent, toe-curling attempt to try his hand – and awkward smile – at social media: ‘YouTube if you want to. But it’s no substitute for knocking on doors or setting up a stall in the town centre.’

         Another storm had been blowing through Westminster that year: the parliamentary expenses scandal. Days after her Observer article attack on the PM, Blears’s expenses were exposed by the Daily Telegraph: she had told the Commons authorities that her main residence was in her Salford constituency and claimed second-home expenses for a flat in Kennington, near Westminster. But when she sold the flat, she had ‘flipped’ it, designating it as her main residence and therefore avoiding capital gains tax. Brown described Blears’s actions as ‘totally unacceptable’. She apologised and repaid more than £13,000, insisting she had not broken any rules. However, seen through the prism of the long-running TB–GBs, as Labour’s civil war between Blair, Brown and their respective allies was known, it seemed as though the Prime Minister was hanging Blears out to dry.

         Ironically, until that moment Blears had been seen as one of the most loyal Cabinet ministers of the Labour government. She had risen through the ministerial ranks under Blair, and yet it was Brown, on becoming Prime Minister in June 2007, who promoted her to a fully fledged position – Secretary of State – with responsibilities for Communities and Local Government. Her loyalty went hand in hand with her sunny optimism: some commentators and politicians saw this as political vacuity, and yet she had inner steel. This combination of an almost Thatcher-like gritty determination and her diminutive stature at 4 ft 10 in. led to her being described as the ‘Iron Chipmunk’.

         It is easy to see where her optimism and steel came from. She has spoken many times about her working-class upbringing, and her vision of aspiration that arose from it, as the child of a soap factory secretary and machine-fitter in a terraced home with no indoor toilet in post-war Salford.  Her background is not unique for New Labour politicians of her generation, but it was certainly different to the private school and Oxford education of Blair and others. At the age of five, Blears appeared as a street urchin in the 1961 film A Taste of Honey about a poverty-stricken mother and daughter in Salford – the filming took place in her neighbourhood. In 2005, Blears told The Guardian: ‘I have a burning desire to make the world a better place. At fourteen I got angry that people did not get the chances they should have if they came from a poor community.’

         Clearly intelligent, she attended the local grammar school and became the first person in her family to go into higher education, taking a law degree at Trent Polytechnic. She saw law as a means to make the world a better place for people from poorer backgrounds. After her degree, she become a solicitor for Salford City Council and later Manchester City Council. She was elected as a Labour councillor in Salford in 1984, where she served until 1992. During this time she met and married a fellow solicitor, Michael Halsall, who introduced her to motorbikes – in particular, her favourite, the Benelli. Her political ambitions were not confined to local government – she was selected as Labour’s parliamentary candidate for the safe Tory seat of Tatton in 1987, though failed to unseat Neil Hamilton, and in 1992 fought the more marginal Bury South, where she narrowly lost to the Tory incumbent.

         In 1997 she won a comfortable majority in Salford – a new constituency, but in a safe Labour area. She had two early political mentors – her fellow redhead Barbara Castle, who told her, among other things, to always wear lipstick in public, and Alan Milburn, to whom she was appointed parliamentary aide when he was Minister of State at the Department of Health in 1998. After a short period as PPS to the then Chief Secretary to the Treasury, Andrew Smith, she was made Minister for Public Health in the reshuffle following Blair’s second landslide election in 2001. In this role she introduced the government’s ‘5-a-day’ initiative to get people to eat more fruit and vegetables. She joined other Labour women MPs in Parliament’s first tap-dancing troupe, the Division Belles.

         In 2003 she was moved to the Home Office as Minister for Policing and Counter-Terrorism, to work under another Blairite with a working-class background: David Blunkett. Blair’s Home Office was, in the post-9/11 world, less liberal and more authoritarian, introducing tougher anti-terrorism laws, including detention without trial for foreign nationals suspected of terror offences. Later, in the wake of the 7 July 2005 London bombings, the government tried to introduce even more draconian measures, such as ninety-day detention, which was defeated by Parliament.

         During her time at the Home Office, which ended in 2006, Blears oversaw  the introduction of CONTEST, the government’s counter-terrorism strategy which included the controversial strand Prevent – designed to combat extremist ideology and radicalisation. This has been severely criticised for legitimising Islamophobia, as agencies were accused of collecting intelligence about British Muslims not engaged in any criminal activity. Nevertheless, Blears continued her tough approach to home affairs in her later role as Communities Secretary, with her department overseeing the Prevent strategy.

         In 2006 she was promoted by Blair to attend Cabinet as Minister without Portfolio and party chair, a post she held for a year until Brown appointed her Communities Secretary. In 2007 she stood in Labour’s deputy leadership contest but came last, far behind the winner, Harriet Harman. In her new job, Blears used tough language about the working-class communities similar to those of her childhood. In her 2008 Times interview, she proposed housing teenage mothers in residential units rather than individual council flats and said that too many families were being left behind by society because they had few role models in employment. She said: ‘I was brought up that if you worked hard you can do anything, you can achieve anything, and I think we have lost a bit of that … If someone was out of work through no fault of his own there would be a lot of help, but if someone was idle the rest of the community would say, “Come on”.’

         On reform of the benefits system, which had begun under Blair but was, at the time, being championed by the Brown government, Blears said: ‘People have got to the end of their patience with people having a free ride and not doing their bit. In the current economic situation everyone has to pull together and work together.’

         With the benefit of hindsight, it is unfortunate that Blears’s comments about people having a ‘free ride’ came just months before the revelations about her expenses. There is no doubting her background of hard work and educating her way out of a poor community, but it is easy to see why there was a growing distrust of a political class – particularly ministers who had been in power for twelve years – talking tough on benefits and contributing to society when the financial crash of 2008 had endangered ordinary people’s work prospects and wages and the expenses scandal had exposed a contempt for the value of taxpayers’ money.

         After she resigned, Blears remained on the back benches until she stood down as an MP in 2015. She was a member of the Parliamentary Intelligence and Security Committee for five years until she left the Commons. In her post-government years, Blears was perhaps more reflective about those disadvantaged communities, telling The Times that it was ‘breaking [her] heart’ to see poverty and hardship in Salford: 

         
            I have lived here all my life; I’ve seen this city change dramatically in the past thirty years. There is a culture of aspiration, people do want to get on … But I can see it starting to roll back … This is my dream – if you are a kid in one of the most deprived places in Britain you can lie in your bed and look through the window and you’ll see the Oasis Academy, the University Technical College, the city campus and then you see MediaCity and that’s where they can be. You have to tell them that.

         

         Blears does, therefore, deserve credit for never forgetting about the place she grew up: as a backbencher in 2013 she set up Kids Without Connections, which helped find work experience placements in Greater Manchester for young people between the ages of sixteen and twenty-four who didn’t have the contacts that more privileged young people can draw upon; she also created paid internships at Parliament for people from disadvantaged backgrounds.

         Her decision to stand down as an MP was, in part, so she could spend more time with her family, including her mother, Dorothy, who had dementia. Blears was vice-chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Dementia and, in 2013, spoke movingly of her mother’s illness:

         
            We have to look after all her needs. Until recently my mum, who was a great ballroom dancer, could still recall her music and got great pleasure out of that. You can give people a good quality of life even when most of their senses have disappeared. My mum no longer knows who I am, but she knows I am nice to her.

         

         It is a cause Blears has continued to campaign on after leaving Parliament: in 2019 she helped launch a dementia day-care service in Manchester called the EachStep Club, which offers sufferers the chance to use the arts, music and reminiscences to improve their daily lives.

      

   


   
      
         

            HELEN CLARK

            LINDA McDOUGALL

         

         
            
               	
FULL NAME: Helen Rosemary Brinton (née Dyche), later Clark

               	
DATE OF BIRTH: 23 December 1954

               	
PLACE OF BIRTH: Derby

               	
DATE OF DEATH: –

               	
SPOUSE: Ian Brinton (div. 1999); Alan Clark (m. 2001)

               	
CHILDREN: One son, one daughter

               	
UNSUCCESSFUL ELECTIONS FOUGHT: Faversham 1992

               	
CONSTITUENCY: Peterborough

               	
DATE FIRST ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT: 1 May 1997

               	
DATE LEFT PARLIAMENT: 5 May 2005

               	
PARTY: Labour

               	
PARTY ROLES: None

               	
SHADOW & MINISTERIAL ROLES & DATES: None

               	
MOST FAMOUS QUOTATION: ‘My husband is five years older than me and had been teaching longer, so whenever there was a promotional move it was his promotional move, and I followed. There was a sense of resentment on my part, and thinking I don’t have the opportunity to choose whatever job I want to do. When I went into the Labour Party, it wasn’t the idea of being an MP, you know. It was sort of wanting to establish a separateness.’

            

         

         Of the 101 Labour women who were elected in 1997, Helen Brinton got the roughest of deals. She was a bubbly enthusiast, delighted to win, delighted to support her party and loyal to her leaders.

         From the beginning she had personal problems. Her husband, who taught at Dulwich College, was unsupportive and jealous of her political success and complained that three quarters of the family responsibility now fell on him. Their kids were embarrassed and the whole family refused to visit the Peterborough constituency during her campaign. She had to live on a rapidly increasing overdraft, and her warmest words were for a supportive bank manager. Her husband Ian turned up to a party at 10 Downing Street to welcome newcomers, but he departed after a few minutes, leaving his wife in tears and opening an irreparable rift.

         Helen’s eager enthusiasm for her bosses in New Labour soon brought her to the attention of the press. She was interviewed on Newsnight and gave adulatory support to Peter Mandelson. This provoked Matthew Norman, then The Guardian’s gossip columnist:

         
            She was one of the first New Labour MPs allowed out by Millbank and she gave this really extraordinary performance for which she stayed on message the entire time … and reacted so ferociously, however vague the perceived criticism of the leadership, that we got the idea she must have been programmed, and was doing this either by remote control or some microchip.

         

         Norman’s criticisms struck a chord with journalists eager to capture the feeling of a new parliament with ‘Blair’s Babes’ seemingly everywhere. Jokes about Brinton began appearing on an almost daily basis.

         Simon Hoggart called Helen a ‘toughie Blonde’ and a ‘brown-nose pursuivant’. Matthew Parris of The Times said she was a ‘demented parrot’. The Financial Times began measuring sycophancy and fawning in ‘Brintons’. Helen never really recovered. Although she worked hard in the House and her constituency, she was quickly tagged ‘Not One of Us’ by the party nationally. She got no support at all.

         Her idealism about New Labour declined. She became bitter because she felt the party had betrayed her. But she was a loyal and hard-working MP very keen on animal welfare and always voting against hunting. She voted for equal and gay rights and against UK military forces being used in combat operations overseas. She also voted against the Iraq War.

         Ignored by the party, along with her friend Jane Griffiths (MP for Reading East), she began to spend more time in the bars at Westminster. She also became close to Alan Clark, the political correspondent for Meridian TV. By June 2001 they were living together in a flat in her constituency. Residents called the police, reporting that screaming and shouting and the sound of breaking glass was heard coming from the flat at seven o’clock in the morning. Brinton explained:

         
            My partner and I had a domestic argument, the sort of thing that happens every once in a while in every family. The noise concerned one of my neighbours, who naturally called police. Once they arrived they were assured this was a domestic argument, nobody had been hit, nothing had been thrown, nothing broken. I am sorry for any disturbance.

         

         Helen married Alan Clark in August 2001 and the new Mrs Clark set about campaigning to keep her seat, but both at Westminster and in the constituency she cut a lonely figure, eventually to be defeated by Conservative Stewart Jackson in the 2005 election.

         After she lost her seat, Helen complained that even though she was fighting a marginal seat, none of the Labour leaders would come to Peterborough to support her.

         Four years later she reappeared in the local papers when she was accused of being drunk and disorderly in a local hotel and arrested.

         She admitted swearing once but denied being drunk, loud or aggressive or insulting the barmaid. She was convicted of using threatening words and behaviour, but the conviction was quashed on appeal. She was told by the judge that her behaviour was shameful but not criminal.

         Today Helen Clark lives in Derbyshire and works as a freelance journalist. Hers is one of the real tragedies of Blair’s Babes, the women who arrived at Westminster so enthusiastically in 1997.

         She was nervous, unhappy and undermined by her family’s disapproval when she became an MP. Her enthusiasm and loyalty to the leadership was used by journalists to turn her into a figure of fun. She was left unsupported by her bosses, given no help to recover her position or to fight her marginal seat.

         Labour let her down.

      

   


   
      
         

            KAREN BUCK

            SCARLETT MccGWIRE

         

         
            
               	
FULL NAME: Karen Patricia Buck

               	
DATE OF BIRTH: 30 August 1958

               	
PLACE OF BIRTH: Castledreg, Country Tyrone

               	
DATE OF DEATH: –

               	
SPOUSE: Barrie Taylor

               	
CHILDREN: Cosmo

               	
UNSUCCESSFUL ELECTIONS FOUGHT: None

               	
CONSTITUENCY: Westminster North (previously Regent’s Park & Kensington North until 2010)

               	
DATE FIRST ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT: 1 May 1997

               	
DATE LEFT PARLIAMENT: –

               	
PARTY: Labour

               	
PARTY ROLES: None

               	
SHADOW & MINISTERIAL ROLES & DATES: Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Department of Transport 2005–06; shadow Minister for Education 2011–13; parliamentary private secretary to the Leader of the Opposition 2013–15

               	
MOST FAMOUS QUOTATION: ‘In Parliament you always want to have a face in front of you as you vote or make decisions so you can check back to the real-world impact.’

            

         

         Karen Buck came into Parliament with something of a reputation as a giant-slayer. In her previous incarnation as a Westminster councillor she had helped to expose the notorious ‘Homes for Votes’ scandal. The Conservative leader of the council, Dame Shirley Porter, worried that Labour, given the Tories’ slim majority, might win in the 1990 local council elections. As a result, she had sold off council housing on the assumption that homeowners were more likely to vote Tory than council tenants and had rehoused homeless people from marginal wards either outside the borough or in safe Labour wards. The policy was deemed illegal and she was found guilty of ‘wilful misconduct’ and ‘disgraceful and improper gerrymandering’; Porter and five others were asked to repay £36.1 million. She had already transferred much of her money to other family members, so in the end paid the much lower figure of £12.3 million.

         The child of a teenage single mother who eventually trained as a schoolteacher, Buck experienced poverty as a child. She joined the Labour Party at nineteen while studying at the London School of Economics, but, hating student politics, stayed out of the fray. She worked for a disability charity after graduating, then moved on to Hackney Council. So began her love of local politics. She became a councillor because she believed that local government could make real changes in people’s lives.

         In 1987, she started working for the Labour Party as a health researcher, becoming a campaign strategy coordinator in 1992. We met during the election campaign that year when, together, we briefed members of the shadow Cabinet for upcoming broadcast interviews.

         Her local Labour Party, Regent’s Park & Kensington North, opted to be one of the first to use an all-women shortlist for the 1997 election. She was selected and won, but controversy followed as two Labour members backed by the Equal Opportunity Commission successfully challenged the policy in an industrial tribunal court, who found it broke the Sex Discrimination Act. However, Buck and other women already selected were allowed to stand, and the law was subsequently changed in 2002 to allow parties to use positive discrimination in candidate selection.

         In Parliament, she joined the Social Security Select Committee, then, after the 2001 general election, the Work and Pensions Select Committee. In 2001, her appointment as an assistant government whip was announced before she was asked and she refused the position. After the 2005 election, Tony Blair made her Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Transport, in charge of Aviation.

         After Labour was voted out of office in 2010 she became shadow Minister for Education until party leader Ed Miliband appointed her his parliamentary private secretary. She refused shadow ministerial positions under Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership, instead joining the Joint Committee on Human Rights, the only select committee made up of members of both the Commons and the Lords.

         Ironically, it was in opposition that she made her legislative mark. She used a Private Member’s Bill to protect tenants in rented accommodation, requiring those homes to be presented and maintained in a state fit for human habitation and allowing tenants to take their landlords to court. The government supported the Bill and it became law in 2018.

         While the Blair 1997 landslide gave Buck a comfortable majority, boundary changes in 2010 (changing the constituency’s name to Westminster North) made the seat marginal. Friend and foe acknowledge that her unstinting work on behalf of her constituents kept the seat Labour.

         Buck was one of the 139 Labour MPs who voted against the Iraq War, defying a government three-line whip. Not a natural rebel, she describes politics as a team sport. However, she is almost an accidental MP. Had she lived in a Labour borough where she could have wielded serious power to implement changes to people’s lives, instead of always fighting in opposition in Westminster, she would probably never have left local government. But Parliament would have missed her dry wit and a woman who put the needs and demands of her constituents – and her party – above herself.

      

   


   
      
         

            CHRISTINE BUTLER

            NATALIE BENNETT

         

         
            
               	
FULL NAME: Christine Margaret Butler (née Smith)

               	
DATE OF BIRTH: 14 December 1943

               	
PLACE OF BIRTH: Nelson, Lancashire

               	
DATE OF DEATH: 19 September 2017

               	
SPOUSE: Robert Butler

               	
CHILDREN: Three sons

               	
UNSUCCESSFUL ELECTIONS FOUGHT: None

               	
CONSTITUENCY: Castle Point

               	
DATE FIRST ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT: 1 May 1997

               	
DATE LEFT PARLIAMENT: 14 May 2001

               	
PARTY: Labour

               	
PARTY ROLES: None

               	
SHADOW & MINISTERIAL ROLES & DATES: None

               	
MOST FAMOUS QUOTATION: ‘Besides the container vessels and barges trading in the Port of London there are still small fishing boats, the defiant remains of a beleaguered industry. It is one of our oldest industries, which dates back to Saxon times, and we are determined to keep it and strengthen it … The watchword must be sustainability. That means better management of inshore fisheries and ecosystems so that in the long term we are replenishing stock and not decimating it.’ (Maiden speech, 17 December 1997)

            

         

         Every political party has ‘paper candidates’, people who put their name forward without any expectation of winning an election, but ensuring that the party’s supporters don’t stray away, and that the national vote tally is maximised. They’re a product of our archaic first-past-the-post electoral system, and something that some voters understandably find upsetting – since their vote is going, knowingly or not, to a candidate who isn’t even trying to win. 

         But sometimes expectations are denied, and they do. The outcome can be disastrous, but not in the case of Christine Butler, who became a solid, if unspectacular, addition to the Commons when in 1997, in the Blair landslide, she won the Essex seat of Castle Point.

         It is the only time it has left Tory hands since the re-establishment of its predecessor seat Essex South East in 1955. In standing as an Essex county councillor, Butler appears to have simply been doing her political duty, at the age of fifty-three, while others use such apparently hopeless runs as the starting point for trying to secure a safe seat.

         Butler took it from Robert Spink, whose majority on winning the seat back in 1992 was almost 17,000. His political complexion can be easily understood by his 2008 defection to UKIP. It was, and is, a prototypical ‘working-class Tory’ seat, with one of the lowest levels of higher education of any seat, with many residents, as Butler noted in her maiden speech, being ‘people from east and north London who wanted to live in more pleasant surroundings’.

         In her four years in Parliament, Hansard records her contributions as almost always focused on issues for her constituency, from public transport and roads to economic development (reflecting her former role as chair of the Essex Co-operative Development Agency) and fisheries. She made modest points on the issue of women’s low levels of involvement in scientific careers, reflecting her own background in pharmaceuticals, following a degree from Middlesex Polytechnic.

         Butler nearly always toed the party line, being one of the many ‘Blair’s Babes’ criticised for voting with the government in December 1997 to cut benefits to single parents.

         There is, for the time, a notable concern with environment and sustainability in her contributions, matched with membership of the Environment, Transport and Regional Affairs Select Committee. This appeared particularly on the issue of air pollution from diesel engines, something that has only recently made it onto the front pages, but the health impacts of which she had clearly registered early.

         However, in this she was well before her time, and Butler’s 2001 re-election campaign attracted little media attention. The odds were clearly stacked against her, and she lost by 985 votes. Although holding her vote share steady, the Tory effort to win the seat was reflected in the squeezing of the Liberal Democrat tally.

      

   


   
      
         

            LYNDA CLARK

            ANN McKECHIN

         

         
            
               	
FULL NAME: Rt Hon. Lynda Margaret Clark, Baroness Clark of Calton QC

               	
DATE OF BIRTH: 26 February 1949

               	
PLACE OF BIRTH: Dundee

               	
DATE OF DEATH: –

               	
SPOUSE: Richard Mowe

               	
CHILDREN: –

               	
UNSUCCESSFUL ELECTIONS FOUGHT: North East Fife 1992

               	
CONSTITUENCY: Edinburgh Pentlands

               	
DATE FIRST ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT: 1 May 1997

               	
DATE LEFT PARLIAMENT: 5 May 2005

               	
PARTY: Labour

               	
PARTY ROLES: None

               	
SHADOW & MINISTERIAL ROLES & DATES: Advocate General for Scotland 1999–2006

            

         

         Lynda Clark has not only had a remarkable legal career but also achieved a groundbreaking record as an elected politician. From a solid working-class background in Dundee attending local state schools, she secured bursaries to study at what was then Queens College and graduated in law at the University of St Andrews. After an initial career as a lecturer at the University of Dundee, where she helped to establish a free legal advice centre and further study to achieve a doctorate at Edinburgh University, she was admitted to the Bar both in Scotland and in England. She was appointed QC in 1989.

         She first stood unsuccessfully for the Labour Party in 1992 in North East Fife against fellow advocate Menzies Campbell, but it was her victory against another QC in Edinburgh Pentlands which was to prove remarkable in more than one way. Her victory against the then Foreign Secretary Malcolm Rifkind on the night of Labour’s historic return to government in 1997 was to fully seal the rout of the Conservatives from every seat they had held in Scotland as well as securing her own place as Edinburgh’s first female MP.

         The 1997 election was to soon lead to the creation of the Scottish Parliament. Lynda’s extensive legal experience made her an obvious choice in the consequent reform of the government law officers’ functions and she was appointed in 1999 as the UK government’s first Advocate General. She not only established a completely new ministerial office but also handled the enormously varied legal opinions and judicial challenges that the devolved settlement created. The incorporation of the European Convention on Human Rights into domestic legislation in 1998 led to hundreds of legal challenges, particularly from prisoners, adding to the demands on her office.

         Lynda is to date the only Advocate General to hold office while a member of the Commons – she was renowned for her short, sharp put-downs at her monthly oral questions. In one case when she was questioned about possible planning law implications from the storage of nuclear waste, she characteristically replied, ‘That is an interesting hypothetical question, and I do not give answers to hypothetical questions.’

         She stood down as an MP in 2005 when boundary changes reduced the number of Scottish seats and was elevated to the Lords, where she continued to hold ministerial office until January 2006. Later that year she was appointed as judge in the Court of Session and since 2013 has served in the Court’s First Division Inner House.

      

   


   
      
         

            YVETTE COOPER

            JESS ASATO

         

         
            
               	
FULL NAME: Yvette Cooper

               	
DATE OF BIRTH: 20 March 1969

               	
PLACE OF BIRTH: Inverness, Scotland

               	
DATE OF DEATH: –

               	
SPOUSE: Ed Balls

               	
CHILDREN: Ellie, Maddy and Joe

               	
UNSUCCESSFUL ELECTIONS FOUGHT: None

               	
CONSTITUENCY: Normanton, Pontefract & Castleford (previously Pontefract & Castleford until 2010)

               	
DATE FIRST ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT: 1 May 1997

               	
DATE LEFT PARLIAMENT: –

               	
PARTY: Labour

               	
PARTY ROLES: None

               	
SHADOW & MINISTERIAL ROLES & DATES: Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Health 1999–2002; Parliamentary Secretary to the Lord Chancellor’s Department 2002–03; Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Regeneration and Regional Development 2003–05; Minister of State for Housing and Planning 2005–08; Chief Secretary to the Treasury 2008–09; Secretary of State for Work and Pensions 2009–10; shadow Secretary of State for Work and Pensions 2010; shadow Minister for Women and Equalities 2010–13; shadow Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 2010–11; shadow Home Secretary 2011–15

               	
MOST FAMOUS QUOTATION: ‘People think you have to choose between your heart and your head and I don’t think that’s right. I think you let people down if you think that you can only follow your values and give up on winning an election.’

            

         

         ‘Is Yvette Cooper the real Leader of the Opposition?’ wrote a journalist in early 2019, in reference to her thorough questioning of the Prime Minister over Brexit. Despite coming third in the Labour leadership contest in 2015, Yvette Cooper remains a favourite to be Labour’s first woman leader. She’s no stranger to firsts – at the age of thirty, Cooper was made a junior Health minister, the youngest at the time. She was also the first mother to take maternity leave as a minister and the first woman to serve as Chief Secretary to the Treasury, and, of course, along with her husband Ed Balls, she was part of the first married couple to sit in Cabinet together.

         Cooper described her childhood as ‘happy family, small town’ and lived in the kind of warm and welcoming house where everyone always dropped by. Her father, Tony Cooper, was the general secretary of Prospect trade union, and his activism was an early influence (she went on the People’s March for Jobs with him in 1983). So too was Nigel Lawson’s 1987 Budget, which cut taxes and her Great-Aunt Lizzie’s pension at the same time. Lizzie was a cleaner and the matriarch of the family and brought up her own kids as well as nieces and nephews on her own, as a result of her husband dying in a pit accident. But Great-Aunt Lizzie never had a proper pension and Cooper remembers her mum, a maths teacher, being in tears because the meagre amount she received was cut by Chancellor Lawson. Cooper’s granddad on her mum’s side was also a miner.

         Politics wasn’t always Cooper’s driving ambition – there was one stage when she wanted to be a tap dancer (‘I wasn’t that good at it,’ she said) and she also wanted to be an actress. She certainly was quite the young musician, getting her grade 5 in piano and learning to play the clarinet, violin and drums. Surprisingly, her first job was working on a farm near to where she grew up in Hampshire, driving a tractor and picking fruit for £2 an hour. Her first claim to real activism was to petition her headteacher about the unfair removal of a prefect’s badge because he was wearing non-regulation white socks. (She won and the prefect was reinstated.) While at Balliol College, at the University of Oxford, she got involved with student politics and helped to put together anti-apartheid posters when Geoffrey Howe came to visit, though her first love was student theatre.

         After Cooper’s graduation from Oxford in 1990 with a first-class honours degree in PPE, her intellectual course was set. As well as winning a Kennedy Scholarship in 1991 to study at Harvard, she took an MSc in Economics at the London School of Economics. At the age of twenty-one, Cooper started providing economic policy research to the shadow Chancellor John Smith (sharing a flat with Ed Miliband at the time) and two years later spent some time working for the Democratic Party presidential nominee Bill Clinton. Her feminism was already in evidence – she wore a campaign badge that read: ‘I’m backing Hillary’s husband.’

         While working for Smith, Cooper developed chronic fatigue syndrome, and had to take time off work. Talking about her experience, she said, ‘I’ve always believed in being responsible, in working hard. But there are times when you simply can’t, when things go wrong in your life. To talk about people being benefit scroungers or workshy shows no respect.’ Later, in 1992, she started working as a policy adviser to then shadow Chief Secretary to the Treasury Harriet Harman. Cooper got to know Ed Balls during this time as they shared an office together in Parliament when Balls worked for Gordon Brown. They had previously briefly met by chance, when introduced by mutual friends on Hampstead Heath.

         After a short spell at the Centre for Economic Performance, journalism was Cooper’s next step, joining The Independent as its chief economic correspondent in 1995, where she remained until her election to Parliament in 1997. Referring to that period, she said, ‘I did try journalism,’ but it was too frustrating: ‘I wrote this great article on that nine months ago, but so what?’ So why did she decide to enter politics as a representative? Cooper tells me that it was the sisterhood who persuaded her to stand at the Labour Party conference in 1996. She’d sat down for a cup of tea with Ruth Kelly and Lorna Fitzsimons (who were both also elected in 1997) and they said to her, ‘You should have a go.’ She lost in two selections before she won the candidacy in the safe seat of Pontefract & Castleford, where the veteran MP Geoffrey Lofthouse was stepping down – she says she was shocked at the time to have even been selected.

         Once elected, it wasn’t long before she was promoted in 1999 to the Department of Health, where she would help to implement what she views as one of her biggest achievements – Sure Start. Cooper explained that before the introduction of that programme, the welfare state stopped for your children when health visitors went home and didn’t start again until your kids were in school. Being at the opening of the Sure Start in her constituency was one of her proudest moments, and she remembers it being a welcoming place for her when her kids were young, though due to cuts those support services are no longer there.

         Another key innovation which can be credited to Cooper in her Health role was the introduction of free fruit in primary schools, which she got implemented as part of the NHS plan. Evaluation of the scheme showed it increased fruit uptake and an increase in knowledge of healthy eating among those pupils who were in the pilot areas. In 2001 Cooper also championed changes to regulations to allow a wider range of research to explore the therapeutic potential of stem cells in the treatment of disorders such as Parkinson’s disease and Alzheimer’s disease. Despite opposition from anti-abortion charities, two thirds of MPs accepted the proposals. A headache for Cooper at Health was the growing public concern with the MMR vaccine. Tony Blair came under increasing pressure to reveal whether his son Leo had been given the vaccination, but initially refused to do so. Yvette Cooper was one of the few ministers who let it be known that her daughter Ellie had been given the vaccination.

         Moved sideways in the 2002 reshuffle into the Lord Chancellor’s office (then occupied by Derry Irvine), Cooper was ostensibly given responsibility for a referendum on the euro (which never happened). A year later she was moved to the office of John Prescott, Deputy Prime Minister. While at the Department for Communities she took maternity leave once again and found herself in a fight with her civil servants – ‘They almost tried to cut me off completely from everything,’ she said at the time, and they prevented her from seeing her papers as a minister. It led her to lobby her colleagues on her return to Westminster to introduce a law requiring civil servants to keep ministers on maternity or paternity leave informed of developments pertaining to their department.

         Cooper says she felt she next made a big policy impact when she was made a Housing minister after the 2005 election. She recalled there was a huge hostility to housebuilding, but, without new homes, the housing crisis would simply get worse. By working with charities such as Shelter, she put forward a three-year plan including more money for social housing and zero-carbon housing. With nearly half of carbon emissions emanating from buildings, Cooper was at the vanguard of pushing measures to help combat climate change. Criticism Cooper received for poor information in Home Information Packs which were designed to protect new house buyers was short-lived – she was protected from the worst of it by Ruth Kelly, her then boss.

         After just over a year as Chief Secretary to the Treasury, Cooper was given her biggest ministerial role to date – Secretary of State for Work and Pensions. It was here that another one of her biggest achievements was created – the Future Jobs Fund. She says that she was adamant that following the financial crash another generation of young people would not be allowed to get stuck in long-term unemployment which scarred entire communities as in the 1980s. As a sign of her persistence, she scheduled twice-weekly meetings with officials on how to deliver the fund’s ambitions. The scheme was introduced in October 2009. Analysis of the Future Jobs Fund by the NIESR found that on the chances of participants being employed and/or off benefit was ‘substantial, significant and positive’. It was abolished by the incoming coalition government. 

         With three children and having been married to a fellow high-flyer and Cabinet minister, it’s natural that many people end up asking questions about how she manages to balance her work and family life. Much was made of Cooper’s decision not to stand for the Labour leadership in 2010 because her children were still young. At the time she said, ‘I could be working for another twenty-five years and am only likely to be reading bedtime stories for another two or three years.’ Her commitment to her children is legendary – ensuring civil servants and parliamentary staff plan her schedule to get her home in time for the evening routine and avoiding early-morning breakfast meetings, which are sadly too frequently part of political glad-handing. In this, her husband Ed is very much an equal partner, sharing the school run and famously doing the cooking. She’s also fiercely protective of their children, eschewing advice to parade them out to cement her credentials as a family politician and instead reminding people that they didn’t choose their parents.

         By 2015, however, Cooper was ready for the leadership and threw herself into the contest after Ed Miliband stepped down. She received fifty-nine nominations from Labour MPs, just nine behind Andy Burnham, who would beat her to second place by 2 per cent. Her campaign was criticised for being underwhelming, and featured a few social media hiccups such as giving thanks to David Miliband for his second preference (he endorsed rival Liz Kendall) and also a digital banner which featured the word ‘rubbish’ next to a picture of Cooper. By and large, though, Cooper performed well, particularly in hustings debates, but Jeremy Corbyn’s appeal to those who wanted a more ‘honest politics’ and Andy Burnham’s play on his northern roots meant she was portrayed as the worthy – but dull – middle-of-the-road candidate. It didn’t help that neither camp could agree on which candidate was most likely to be able to stop Corbyn winning. When Corbyn was elected leader, Cooper stood down as shadow Home Secretary.

         Cooper’s blend of pragmatism with a real head for detail has meant she has continued to achieve shifts in policy even after losing government office. She played a key role, for example, as shadow Home Secretary in persuading the government to make stalking a specific criminal offence in 2012. As chair of the Home Office Select Committee elected in 2016, she is particularly proud of the support it gave to the Dubs Amendment to enable vulnerable unaccompanied children to be resettled in the UK, although she has also expressed concern that progress against even that limited commitment has been too slow. Her performances as chair have been described as ‘forensic’, including the question she asked of Home Secretary Amber Rudd: ‘Targets for removals – when were they set?’ regarding the Windrush scandal. Rudd resigned just four days later.

         It has been her action on Brexit, however, that has led many commentators and colleagues in the Commons to suggest that perhaps she is providing opposition to the Prime Minister that Corbyn can’t. Cooper called for a cross-party commission to conduct the Brexit negotiations after the referendum, arguing that it would ‘avoid getting caught up in the inevitable hung Parliament political rows’. This solution now seems remarkably prescient. One friend commented in a GQ article in 2019, ‘Overall, Yvette made mincemeat out of May for years, in a way Corbyn simply never has achieved.’ In particular, Cooper made the PM deeply uncomfortable during a Commons Liaison Committee session, asking, ‘Knowing you for twenty years, I just don’t believe that if your deal goes down you are the kind of person who would contemplate taking this country into a no-deal situation. Am I wrong?’ Journalists wrote of the ‘brutal’ treatment that ‘stony-faced’ May endured in the episode. Cooper’s ability to organise support for political action is much respected. An amendment put forward by Cooper in February 2019, and supported by Conservative Remainers Oliver Letwin and Nick Boles, had the effect of forcing the Prime Minister to agree to hold a vote on extending Article 50 – but Cooper went further and kept the amendment on the table, making the government vote for it.

         Speaking to me, Cooper explained her approach: ‘It’s important to build consensus around things but still be radical about it.’ Asking whether Labour would elect a female leader anytime soon, she remarked, ‘Politics is more important than ever. We need to steer through dangerous and difficult times. To walk away at this time doesn’t feel right.
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            LINDA McDOUGALL

         

         
            
               	
FULL NAME: Constance Ann Cryer JP (née Place)

               	
DATE OF BIRTH: 14 December 1939

               	
PLACE OF BIRTH: Lytham St Annes, Lancashire

               	
DATE OF DEATH: –

               	
SPOUSE: Robert Cryer (m. 1963; d. 1994); Reverend John Hammersley (m. 2003; d. 2004)

               	
CHILDREN: John Cryer MP, Jane Cryer

               	
UNSUCCESSFUL ELECTIONS FOUGHT: None

               	
CONSTITUENCY: Keighley

               	
DATE FIRST ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT: 1 May 1997

               	
DATE LEFT PARLIAMENT: 12 April 2010

               	
PARTY: Labour

               	
PARTY ROLES: Chair of Labour National Policy Forum, Home Affairs Select Committee 2005–10, Constitutional Affairs Committee 2004–05

               	
SHADOW & MINISTERIAL ROLES & DATES: None

               	
MOST FAMOUS QUOTE: ‘I never had any ambition to be an MP. It just sort of crept up on me.’

            

         

         It was 1953. Ann Place was fourteen. She asked her mother if she could stay on at school and train to become a teacher. Her mother was shocked. ‘You are nearly fifteen and your father and I had been hoping you would soon get a job and start contributing to the family income.’

         Even though Ann’s grandmother Dinah was a suffragette, her father a member of the Independent Labour Party and the Pankhursts had been to tea in the Place parlour, Ann agreed to leave school and find work.

         She took a short typing course at Bolton Technical College and got a job as a junior clerk in the plastics division of Imperial Chemical Industries in Darwen. Her mother was thrilled. Ann was the first in her family of cotton mill workers and manual labourers to get a job in an office. 

         Throughout her long political life, Ann Cryer has been a clear thinker and an early achiever, but like most of the women of her generation she stepped back modestly when men surged past.

         After three years at ICI Ann got a job as a clerk in the Post Office and joined the union. She entered an essay competition for under-25s and wrote about nuclear disarmament. She won a trip to a conference at the Sonningberg centre in Germany and joined the Labour Party in 1958 because she felt that was the best way to achieve nuclear disarmament.

         By the time she was twenty-two, Ann had become the youngest councillor in Britain by winning the Darwen South East ward for Labour in the local elections.

         She had started going out with Bob Cryer, who was just as keen on politics as she was. They met at the Labour Party conference in Blackpool. Bob came from Yorkshire but he was teaching in Lancashire. Ann remembers: ‘He was passionate about the Labour Party, steam railways and the cinema. He was the first person I ever met who had been to a university.’

         Ann and Bob got engaged on an Aldermaston Easter march against nuclear disarmament.

         Ann says her father gave Bob a leg up in the Darwen Labour Party and he was chosen as the Labour candidate for the 1964 election. He did well and came a close second to the Conservative who had already served three terms.

         Bob decided it was time to go home to Yorkshire. He got a job at Keighley College and he and Ann married in 1963 and moved to Oakworth in the Keighley constituency. There they stayed for twenty-two years.

         Bob worked hard as a teacher. He canvassed enthusiastically for the Labour Party and spent the rest of his time running the Worth Valley Railway. John and Jane were born, and Ann ran the home and brought up her children. She was lonely and felt isolated from her family and friends on the other side of the Pennines but she too gave her best to the local Labour Party, ‘making cakes and running jumble sales. It was what women did then.’

         Bob won the Labour nomination for Keighley and became the MP in 1974. Ann added to her hard work by becoming constituency manager and running Bob’s local office. He went off to London to be a politician and Ann did everything else. Twenty years of politics kept them both hard at work. Bob was defeated in Keighley in 1983 and became a European MP the following year. Then he returned to Westminster when he won Bradford South. Ann continued to work as his main support in all his roles while she ran the house and brought up their children.

         On 12 April 1994, Bob and Ann were travelling to London at the start of the parliamentary working week. There was a motor accident while Bob was driving, and he was killed. Ann was not badly hurt physically, but suffered for many years from post-traumatic stress. That night she sat up in bed in Watford Hospital and wondered what on earth she could do. She had lost her husband, her employer and her only source of income. Her children were adults, she had little money, no job and no future.

         The 1997 British election was very important to the Labour Party. They were working hard to increase the number of female members of Parliament. Before the election there had been only thirty-seven Labour women members, twenty female Conservatives: sixty women all together in a House of 650 members.

         On 1 May 1997, the number of Labour women increased overnight to 101 and women across the House to 121. All-women shortlists had made the biggest change since women’s suffrage. There were battles across the land, where men who had been waiting for years to inherit a seat found they were suddenly banned from being a candidate. In Keighley, where Ann Cryer lived, and where Bob had been the MP from 1974 to 1983, there was great interest in the possibility of an all-women shortlist and even more interest in Ann, who had, after all, run the constituency and done all the local work when Bob was the MP. It took a lot of hard talk and persuasion from Jane, Ann’s daughter, and the women of Keighley and Ilkley (the two main towns in the constituency), who all knew Ann and persuaded her to stand. She was very doubtful and nervous about it all. Her son, John Cryer, was keen to follow in his father’s footsteps. He was chosen as the candidate for Hornchurch, a suburban London seat.

         On polling day, Ann Cryer won Keighley with a 10 per cent swing to Labour. She was flabbergasted and delighted. Barely an hour later, John became the MP for Hornchurch with a Labour hold. They remain the first and only mother and son to serve in British Parliament at the same time.

         At the age of fifty-eight, Ann Cryer began a brand new life as an MP to discover almost immediately that there were special problems in constituencies like hers with high numbers of immigrants from Pakistan. Female voters began to come to see her and tell her about their marriages. Many girls would protest that their families had tricked them into going to Pakistan to attend a family wedding. It was only when they got there that they realised it was their own marriage ceremony they were attending, and they were being forced to marry someone they had never met before, often a member of their own family, and bring them back to the UK as their husband.

         Ann began a battle which lasted throughout her parliamentary career fighting for the rights of British women to marry whom they pleased, and not to be forced into the service of their families wanting to bring immigrants into the UK as their daughter’s husbands. She alerted the Home Secretary, Jack Straw, and Mike O’Brien, a Home Office minister, to the problems of her female constituents. A hotline was established to the High Commission in Rawalpindi, which gave protection to British women for the first time.

         As the position of women in British society improved dramatically in the twenty-first century, there began to be a grudging approval of the work Ann Cryer had done for women in Keighley – work which gradually spread to other areas with immigrant populations.

         But Ann began to have local difficulties for other reasons. Seven mothers had come to her to claim that their daughters had been groomed by young men from the Pakistani community.

         
            They said the girls were being used for sex by them and handed around – not as prostitutes, but were being handed around the families of these lads. This was underage sex. These girls were well below sixteen. The mothers said, ‘We understand it’s a criminal offence even if it’s consensual,’ which I said was quite right. And they said to me, ‘Why is it that West Yorkshire Police won’t do anything about it, social services won’t do anything about it, when we have given them the names and addresses of the men abusing our daughters?’

         

         Ann reported the stories to the authorities but they were ignored. She says she can’t have been the only politician to have heard such stories.

         
            There must have been councillors and MPs, I think, all over the country who knew what was going on but were terrified. It’s a genuine fear, to be terrified of being labelled a racist. No one wants to be called a racist, especially when they are trying to fight racism.

         

         All sorts of obstructions made it tough for Ann Cryer to go on. There was gossip and there were battles with people in her own party now blaming her for stirring up trouble about their immigrant communities.

         Nick Griffin of the British National Party stood against her in the 2005 election, claiming she didn’t give enough support to her white female constituents. Ann won with nearly 45 per cent of the vote. Griffin lost, with just over 9 per cent.

         When the Rotherham and Rochdale child sexual abuse cases were exposed, Ann Cryer was upset.

         
            The really sad aspect of it is that many of these girls could have been spared. If only I had known what was going on in Rochdale or Rotherham, I would have had a better understanding of the widespread nature of the problem. Instead, I simply thought it was a purely local issue that emanated from Keighley … If I’d known, I could have said, ‘We need a national policy on this.’ I was on the Labour Party’s National Executive at the time, so I would have been in a good position to press for that. But no one talked about it.

         

         Ann Cryer stood down from Parliament in 2010. Her guts and bravery and fearless truth-telling about her constituents’ problems have made her a Yorkshire heroine.
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