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         Belgrame

          
   

         In a dystopian future, the city of Belgrame is governed by a set of laws called LeXuS. Under a strict totalitarian regime, sex has become a privilege which can be bought, sold or earned. Having the right to sex indicates social success, and due to strict control, sexual crimes have become a distant memory.

         Under the rule of LeXuS, the population is divided into six distinct Districts. The Operators (District O) take care of all matters of public service. The Workers (District I) attend the Institute of Belgrame, where they are trained as Sex Workers. The Partners (District II) live in either same-sex or mixed-gender couples. Their job is to raise the children of Belgrame. The Consumers (District III), who represent 70% of the population, have the most sexual freedom. The Outcasts (District IV) have no access to sex and have trackers implanted in their bodies. The Wretched (District X) are all those who have broken the laws of LeXuS.

         However, all is not well in Belgrame. A group of renegades are leading a rebellion to overthrow the LeXuS regime and grant sexual freedom to all.

          
   

         Welcome to Belgrame!
   

      

   


   
      
         The LeXuS Laws

          
   

         LeXuS, Article 1

         All sexual acts must be authorized by LeXuS, in accordance with residents’ status.

         Any resident found to be involved in a sexual act, not in compliance with the rules of their District shall face life imprisonment.

         All sexual acts can be bought, sold and rented, provided that the residents involved are eligible:

         The Operators (District O — eligible) are assigned a Worker, dedicated to their personal pleasure.

         The Workers (District I — eligible) are Sex Workers.

         The Partners (District II — eligible) have limited access to sex. They may only perform sexual acts with their Partner, chosen by LeXuS.

         The Consumers (District III — eligible) have total sexual freedom.

         The Outcasts (District IV — ineligible) do not have access to sex.

         The Wretched (District X — ineligible) do not have access to social interaction.
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         Article M-682 – Code 24

         Consumers have access to sex in accordance with LeXuS guidelines. They must indicate their sexual orientation on their first day in District III. This choice cannot be changed, except with special permission from their zone manager. Consumers can choose to perform a professional activity of a non-sexual nature, in order to receive an income and benefit from District III accommodation.

         Consumers can apply for a cohabitation permit, in order to live with another District III resident, in accordance with their pre-indicated sexual orientation.

          
   

         Matriculation number: 35972

         Alias: Mucha Prahatos

         Sex: Female

         Location: District III

          
   

         District III. When I was finally chosen to be a Consumer, I was over the moon. Throughout my childhood with my Partners, I had always dreamed of becoming a Consumer. To me, it meant guaranteed freedom. Life in District III seemed to encompass the ideas of liberty and choice that LeXuS had been teaching me for almost 21 years, the age at which I was assigned my role in Belgrame society. After waiting patiently for all those years, it was finally time to leave District II to start my new life in District III.

         On the day of my departure, my ‘brothers and sisters’ were full of encouragement and kind words. We had been hoping to be assigned to the same District, which wasn’t an impossible dream, as Consumers make up 60% of the Belgrame population. The other 40% of Belgrame citizens are divided between the other Districts, as Operators, Workers, Partners, Outcasts and the Wretched. But in the end, my brothers and sisters were all assigned to different Districts, and so with an ache of disappointment in my heart, I set off in the direction of freedom. 

         However, freedom always has its limits. I knew that I would still have to follow the LeXuS laws, even though the rules would be less strict for me than for the Workers or the Outcasts. Unlike the other Belgrame citizens, District III inhabitants have no specific duty to carry out. I had no idea what my life there would be like, given that my Partners had never told us what the different Belgrame roles actually meant, choosing instead to focus on teaching us about the LeXuS laws, moulding us into perfect little Belgrame citizens. For the rest, we had to rely on gossip and imagination. There were lots of rumours about the Renegades, the Belgrame citizens who had rebelled against LeXuS and forged a dangerous life together of orgies and violence. The Operators condemned the actions of these men and woman who had defied all reason and crossed to the dark side, but when we were growing up, we saw them as mysterious, radical heroes. Not that I envied them, not at all. I had always wanted to be part of Belgrame. I wanted to serve, to follow the laws and do my duty. I was a true child of LeXuS. 

         The Consumers generate the majority of Belgrame’s wealth. We are the only citizens who can choose our own professions, from among many possibilities. We can be teachers, salespeople, doctors, accountants, managers, whatever we please. The only career path which is off-limits for us is sexual services, as that is reserved for the Workers. But as I learned later, some unlucky Consumers are forced into the illegal sex trade after failing in other professions. But despite our relative freedom, becoming a Consumer wasn’t easy; there were steps to follow, and hoops to jump through. The day we were assigned our role, we had to report to our zone manager. I had been informed of my zone at the same time as my District – I was to live in zone 46. My manager was called Lebrox. I didn’t know if that was his first name or surname– it was just Lebrox. With his imposing stance, he seemed neither young nor old. Unlike us, he wore a uniform; a blue jumpsuit with a white-collar. I wondered how you became a zone manager. Were you promoted after a certain time, or were you chosen at the start of your career? When I arrived in front of the zone 46 headquarters and introduced myself, Lebrox greeted me enthusiastically. His voice was gentler than I had expected, given his rather menacing appearance. He was the first man I had met outside of District II. The first man who had ever addressed me directly, besides my Partners. At this realization, I shuddered in fear. I was an adult now, the adult that Belgrame had made me, but I suddenly felt totally alone and terrified. Lebrox opened a document on his tablet, which appeared in front of us as a hologram. His warm smile made me relax a little, and I felt a strange shiver of excitement take over my body. The rules were strict, and they were identical for all of us new recruits.

         ‘Your accommodation is in building 873, on the 15th
       floor,’ he began, ‘You have one week to decide which job you would like to do. Your rent will be frozen for one month until you have started your work or education. On this form, you must indicate your sexual orientation, which will then be entered into your personal file.’
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