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In "Literary Fables of Yriarte," Tom√°s de Iriarte masterfully intertwines moral instruction with captivating storytelling, presenting a collection of fables that reflect the societal norms and human behaviors of the 18th century. Written in a refined yet accessible literary style, Iriarte employs vivid imagery and clever allegory to engage readers while imparting essential wisdom. These fables, rooted in classical tradition yet distinctly Spanish in flavor, often critique contemporary life and politics, inviting readers into an exploration of virtue, vice, and the complexities of human nature. Tom√°s de Iriarte, a prominent Spanish poet and playwright, emerged during a time of cultural evolution in Spain, influenced by the Enlightenment's focus on reason and moral philosophy. His extensive background in theater and poetry uniquely positioned him to craft these fables, drawing upon both literary and folkloric sources. Iriarte's commitment to education and moral development is evident as he sought to cultivate a discerning readership through the artful combination of entertainment and ethical reflection. "Literary Fables of Yriarte" is essential for scholars and casual readers alike, as it transcends mere narrative to become a profound commentary on human nature. Iriarte's timeless wisdom resonates across ages, making this collection not only a delightful read but also a vital exploration of moral philosophy that continues to inspire.
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In the intellectually stimulating anthology 'The Fourth Book of Virgil's Aeneid and the Ninth Book of Voltaire's Henriad,' readers are invited to explore themes of heroism, destiny, and the interplay of power and morality. This collection juxtaposes the poetic grandeur of Virgil'Äôs vivid descriptions of ancient epic journeys with Voltaire'Äôs incisive prose that questions authority and critiques the societal structures of his time. Within this rich tapestry of storytelling, the two iconic works reflect on the human condition through both classical and Enlightenment-era lenses, challenging readers to draw connections across temporal and cultural divides. The anthology serves as a significant convergence of Latin and French literary heritage, featuring the works of Virgil, a towering figure of Roman literature, and Voltaire, a master of rhetoric and satire. Their writings encapsulate pivotal movements: the former, rooted in the Augustan Age's classicism, and the latter, a product of the Enlightenment's intellectual dynamism. Together, these authors bring forth a diverse dialogue that not only underscores the shared continuity in theme but also highlights the divergent evolutions of literary expression across centuries. For scholars and enthusiasts alike, this collection offers a unique gateway to comprehending the continuities and contrasts in Western literature. It not only educates but also inspires critical thought through its compilation of distinct perspectives, imbuing readers with a profound understanding of the transformative power of literature. This anthology stands as a testament to the enduring conversations between texts, inviting readers to appreciate the historicity and cultural richness encapsulated within these exemplary works.
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The Adventures of Ulysses the Wanderer is a compelling anthology that masterfully juxtaposes the timeless allure of Homeric epics with contemporary literary narratives. This collection presents a rich tapestry of mythological adventure, blending classic and modern styles to explore themes of heroism, identity, and the enduring human spirit. The stories within traverse vast landscapes of human experience, capturing the essence of the journey and the quest for meaning, with each piece offering a unique lens through which to view Ulysses' legendary odyssey. This volume brings together the combined talents of Homer, an iconic figure of ancient Greek literature, and Guy Thorne, a notable modern writer, known for his incisive storytelling. Their works collectively highlight the cultural and literary shifts that influence storytelling across time, from the ancient oral tradition to the written narratives of the modern era. The anthology aligns with literary movements that valorize narrative diversity, showcasing the dynamic interplay between tradition and innovation in literature. Readers are invited to engage with The Adventures of Ulysses the Wanderer as a multifaceted exploration of narrative craft and thematic diversity. This anthology offers a rare opportunity to delve into the interplay of perspectives that enrich the classical story of Ulysses, enhancing its educational and empathetic engagements. The volume promises to inspire dialogue about the evolving nature of storytelling, making it an invaluable addition to any literary collection.
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In 'The Satires of Juvenal, Persius, Sulpicia, and Lucilius,' readers are invited to journey through the rich tapestry of Roman satire, a genre that has shaped the contours of literary expression since antiquity. This anthology presents a striking array of works that capture the wit, irony, and critical eye turned towards society by these storied authors. From Persius's biting observations to the ribald humor found in Lucilius, the collection shines a light on the diversity of style and subject matter in Roman satirical literature, all while offering cohesive thematic explorations of power, morality, and societal vices. The contributing satirists'ÄîPersius, Gaius Lucilius, Juvenal, and the enigmatic Sulpicia'Äîrepresent a cross-section of Roman thought that spans the tumultuous milieu of the late Republic and early Empire. Each author brings forth unique perspectives forged by their individual contexts and styles, yet together they form a chorus that transcends their era. This collection not only navigates the intersections between history, culture, and literature but also aligns with the impulses of Stoicism, Cynicism, and even proto-feminism, as seen through Sulpicia's contributions. For scholars, students, and enthusiasts of classical literature, this anthology offers a significant opportunity to engage with a multifaceted dialogue that echoes across centuries. 'The Satires of Juvenal, Persius, Sulpicia, and Lucilius' encourages readers to explore the genre's enduring commentary on human folly and virtue, drawing connections between ancient and modern narratives. It serves as a doorway into a special literary realm where satire's keen lens scrutinizes both the mundane and the monumental, enriching our understanding of the world yesterday and today.
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The "Letters of Pliny," authored by the esteemed Roman statesman and writer Pliny the Younger, serves as a critical window into the sociopolitical and cultural milieu of the early Roman Empire. Composed in an epistolary style, this collection encompasses a range of subjects'Äîfrom personal reflections and moral anecdotes to observations on public life and governance. The letters are characterized by their eloquent prose, insightful commentary, and vivid depictions of contemporary events, such as the eruption of Mount Vesuvius, which provides invaluable primary source material for historians and literary scholars alike. Pliny the Younger, born into an affluent family in AD 61, was not only a senator but also a prominent lawyer and a devoted public servant. His education in rhetoric and philosophy, coupled with his firsthand experience of the political intrigues of Rome, informs his nuanced perspective on the complexities of power and societal ethics. His correspondence, often addressed to esteemed figures including Emperor Trajan, reflects the challenges and responsibilities of leadership in a rapidly evolving world, showcasing the tensions between personal ideals and public duty. Readers seeking a profound understanding of Roman society, as well as the art of letter writing, will find the "Letters of Pliny" an enriching read. This collection not only entertains but also prompts reflection on the human condition, making it an indispensable work for anyone interested in classical literature, history, or the enduring nature of personal communication.
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PREFACE.
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In the Translation of Phædrus, the Critical Edition by Orellius, 1831, has been used, and in the Æsopian Fables, the text of the Parisian Edition of Gail, 1826. The Notes will, it is believed, be found to embody the little that is known of the contemporary history of the Author.

H. T. R.


The Table of Contents refers primarily to the Riley text. Fables I.xxix, III.iii, and several Fables in Book IV are missing in Smart; Riley’s Fable IV.i, “The Ass and the Priests of Cybele”, is Smart’s III.xix. Where Smart’s numbers are different, they are shown with popups.

In the text, Book III, Fable xi is “The Eunuch to the Abusive Man”; all following fables in Riley are numbered one higher than in the Table of Contents. This fable is missing from Smart but the number X is skipped, as was number I.xviii.
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Smart

THE PROLOGUE.

The matter which Æsop, the inventor of Fables, has provided, Ihave polished in Iambic verse. The advantages of this little work are twofold—that it excites laughter, and by counsel guides the life of man. But if any one shall think fit to cavil, because not only wild beasts, but even trees speak, let him remember that we are disporting in fables.



Smart


Fable I.

THE WOLF AND THE LAMB.

Driven by thirst, a Wolf and a Lamb had come to the same stream; the Wolf stood above, and the Lamb at a distance below. Then, the spoiler, prompted by a ravenous maw, alleged a pretext for a quarrel. “Why,” said he, “have you made the water muddy for me while I am drinking?” The Fleece-bearer, trembling, answered: “Prithee, Wolf, how can I do what you complain of? The water is flowing downwards from you to where I am drinking.” The other, disconcerted by the force of truth, exclaimed: “Six months ago, you slandered me.” “Indeed,” answered  the Lamb, “Iwas not born then.” “By Hercules,” said the Wolf, “then ’twas your father slandered me;” and so, snatching him up, he tore him to pieces, killing him unjustly.

This Fable is applicable to those men who, under false pretences, oppress the innocent.

Smart


Fable II.

THE FROGS ASKING FOR A KING.

When AthensI.1 was flourishing under just laws, liberty grown wanton embroiled the city, and license relaxed the reins of ancient discipline. Upon this, the partisans of factions conspiring, Pisistratus the TyrantI.2 seized the citadel. When the Athenians were lamenting their sad servitude (not that he was cruel, but because every burden is grievous to those who are unused to it), and began to complain, Æsop related a Fable to the following effect:—

“The Frogs, roaming at large in their marshy fens, with loud clamour demanded of Jupiter a king, who, by his authority, might check their dissolute manners. The Father of the Gods smiled, and gave them a little Log, which, on being thrown among them startled the timorous race by the noise and sudden commotion in the bog. When it had lain for some time immersed in the mud, one of them by chance silently lifted his head above the water, and having taken a peep at the king, called up all the rest. Having got the better of their fears, vying with each other, they swim towards him, and the insolent mob leap upon the Log. After defiling it with every kind of insult, they sent to Jupiter, requesting another king, because the one that had been given them was useless. Upon this, he sent them a Water Snake,I.3 who with  his sharp teeth began to gobble them up one after another. Helpless they strive in vain to escape death; terror deprives them of voice. By stealth, therefore, they send through Mercury a request to Jupiter, to succour them in their distress. Then said the God in reply: ‘Since you would not be content with your good fortune, continue to endure your bad fortune.’”

“Do you also, O fellow-citizens,” said Æsop, “submit to the present evil, lest a greater one befall you.”

Smart


Fable III.

THE VAIN JACKDAW AND THE PEACOCK.

That one ought not to plume oneself on the merits which belong to another, but ought rather to pass his life in his own proper guise, Æsop has given us this illustration:—

A Jackdaw, swellingI.4 with empty pride, picked up some feathers which had fallen from a Peacock, and decked himself out therewith; upon which, despising his own kind, he mingled with a beauteous flock of Peacocks. They tore his feathers from off the impudent bird, and put him to flight with their beaks. The Jackdaw, thus roughly handled, in grief hastened to return to his own kind; repulsed by whom, he had to submit to sad disgrace. Then said one of those whom he had formerly despised: “If you had been content with our station, and had been ready to put up with what nature had given, you would neither have experienced the former affront, nor would your ill fortune have had to feel the additional pang of this repulse.”

Smart


Fable IV.

THE DOG CARRYING SOME MEAT ACROSS A RIVER.

He who covets what belongs to another, deservedly loses his own.

As a Dog, swimmingI.5 through a river, was carrying a piece of meat, he saw his own shadow in the watery mirror; and, thinking that it was another booty carried by another dog, attempted to snatch it away; but his greediness was disappointed, he both dropped the food which he was holding in his mouth, and was after all unable to reach that at which he grasped.
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