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        The truth is more important than the facts.
      

            FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT (1867–1959)

         

         
      
    

      

   


   
      

         
            Read This First

         

         This may look like a book, but it’s actually a portal.

         While you can read the whole thing in a couple of hours, each little nugget is just the visible tip of an information iceberg.

         So, if you doubt any of the facts, or would like to know more, go online to:

         
             

         

         qi.com/1342

         
             

         

         In the search box, enter the page number of the fact that interests you. Here you’ll find our main source for each fact laid out in a mirror image, as shown overleaf.
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         Click on the link (or check out the print source) to get the full explanation and all the background details.

         To our surprise, we’ve found this feature is of particular value to teachers, who can start each lesson with a QI fact related to what they have to say.

         When asked ‘Why?’, the teacher (having read the source material) can confidently say: ‘I’ll tell you exactly why …’

         But you don’t need to be a teacher to do this – you can educate yourself.

         It’s what the four of us have been doing every working day these last few years.

         We hope you’ll be as flabbergasted as we were.

         
             

         

         JOHN LLOYD, JOHN MITCHINSON,

JAMES HARKIN & ANNE MILLER
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                  The most distant

                  object in the universe is

                  13.42 billion light years away.

               

               
                  To get to the nearest star

                  at a tenth of the speed of light

                  would take 42 years and need

                  fuel weighing as much

                  as the Sun.

               

               
                  The Sun gets

                  4 million tons lighter

                  every second.

               

               
                  Ten-trillionths of

                  your suntan comes

                  from stars in galaxies

                  beyond the Milky Way.
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                  For a billion years,

                  the only life on Earth was a kind of slime.

                  Scientists call this period

                  ‘the boring billion’.

               

               
                  Scientists alive today

                  outnumber all the scientists

                  who ever lived

                  up to 1980.

               

               
                  Scientists

                  watching paint dry

                  in Surrey and Lyon in 2016

                  said the results were

                  ‘exciting’.

               

               
                  To avoid exciting men,

                  early bicycles for women

                  had a ‘cherry screen’ to

                  hide their ankles.
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                  No one knows

                  why bicycles

                  stay upright.

               

               
                  No one knows

                  how much money

                  is in circulation.

               

               
                  Economists

                  can’t explain

                  boom or bust.

               

               
                  No one knows

                  why scientists don’t

                  have tails.
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                  The first scientifically named

                  dinosaur bone was called Scrotum humanum

                  because it looked like a giant pair

                  of human testicles.

               

               
                  The remains of

                  a dinosaur named

                  Aachenosaurus multidens

                  turned out to be lumps

                  of petrified wood.

               

               
                  Velociraptors

                  were no bigger

                  than turkeys.

               

               
                  Dinosaurs didn’t roar;

                  they mumbled

                  or cooed.
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                  Sabre-toothed tigers

                  never existed.

               

               
                  Neanderthals are

                  shown as slouching because

                  the first one to be reconstructed

                  happened to have arthritis.

               

               
                  The first Neanderthal skull

                  discovered was thought to belong

                  to a Cossack with rickets,

                  the pain of which had

                  furrowed his brow.

               

               
                  In 2015, Spanish workers

                  destroyed a 6,000-year-old Neolithic tomb,

                  mistaking it for a broken picnic table.

                  They replaced it with a ‘better’

                  picnic table.

               

               
                  5



               

               

               
                  
[image: ]
                  

               

               
                  When spun on a table,

                  a US ‘Lincoln Memorial’ one-cent coin

                  will land on tails

                  80% of the time.

               

               
                  The surface area of a cat,

                  including each hair of its fur,

                  is 100 times that of its skin

                  and is enough to cover a

                  ping-pong table.

               

               
                  Ping-pong balls

                  have been made larger to

                  make the sport better

                  for television.

               

               
                  After EastEnders,

                  so many kettles are turned on

                  that Britain has to borrow

                  power from France.
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                  In France,

                  Germany, Austria, Spain and

                  the Netherlands they serve

                  beer in McDonald’s.

               

               
                  McNuggets come

                  in four official shapes:

                  bell, bone, boot

                  and ball.

               

               
                  Slit-faced bats are the

                  only mammals in the world

                  with a T-shaped tail.

               

               
                  Batman flies

                  through the air so fast

                  that landing would

                  probably kill him.
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                  A ‘batman’ was a unit of weight

                  in the Ottoman Empire.

                  Ben Affleck weighs

                  about nine

                  batmans.

               

               
                  In the X-Men movies,

                  the sound of Wolverine’s claws

                  shooting out was made by

                  tearing a turkey apart.

               

               
                  In the Halloween movies,

                  Jason the killer wears a

                  Captain Kirk mask,

                  sprayed white.

               

               
                  In The Empire Strikes Back,

                  the emperor had a man’s voice,

                  a woman’s face and a

                  chimpanzee’s eyes.
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                  In Raiders of the Lost Ark,

                  the sound of the boulder that

                  chased Indiana Jones was made

                  by rolling a car down

                  a gravel road.

               

               
                  If every car in Monaco

                  took to the roads at the same time,

                  they wouldn’t all fit on.

               

               
                  In 2009, the mayors

                  of adjoining Parisian suburbs

                  declared the same street as one-way,

                  but in different directions.

               

               
                  The bridge known as

                  the ‘Gateway to Bolton’ is

                  a one-way street leading

                  away from Bolton.
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                  In 1845, a bridge

                  collapsed in Great Yarmouth,

                  killing 79 people watching

                  a clown in a tub being

                  pulled by geese.

               

               
                  Mice

                  sing like birds,

                  but humans can’t

                  hear them.

               

               
                  The Elizabethans treated warts

                  by cutting a mouse in half

                  and applying it to the

                  affected part.

               

               
                  Georgian women

                  worried about mice

                  getting into their

                  wigs at night.
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                  The hair of

                  Twiggy’s waxwork

                  at Madame Tussauds was

                  dressed by Twiggy’s

                  hairdresser.

               

               
                  A hairdresser in Madrid

                  cuts hair using a samurai sword

                  and a blowtorch.

               

               
                  In 1942,

                  an Italian hairdresser called

                  ‘the Phantom Barber of Pascagoula’

                  broke into people’s houses

                  and cut their hair.

               

               
                  The people most likely

                  to suffer injuries at work

                  are hairdressers.
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                  The Smithsonian Museum

                  has a framed collection of

                  locks of hair from the

                  first 14 presidents.

               

               
                  Benjamin Franklin

                  had a pulley system so he

                  could lock his bedroom door

                  from his bed.

               

               
                  Thomas Jefferson

                  kept a flock of geese

                  to supply quills

                  for his pens.

               

               
                  Ronald Reagan

                  was a stand-up comedian

                  for two weeks.
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                  The US Senate has

                  never formally endorsed

                  the title ‘President’.

               

               
                  Franklin D. Roosevelt

                  and Theodore Roosevelt

                  pronounced their surnames

                  differently.

               

               
                  Benjamin Franklin and John Adams

                  once shared a room and couldn’t agree

                  whether to open or shut the window.

                  Franklin won by arguing

                  until Adams fell asleep.

               

               
                  Paper towels

                  in the White House

                  are embossed with the

                  Presidential Seal.
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                  Wasps

                  were making paper

                  long before humans existed.

               

               
                  80% of the

                  €500 notes in Spain are

                  used for criminal

                  purposes.

               

               
                  To carry

                  $10 million in notes

                  you’d need a minimum of

                  seven and a half

                  briefcases.

               

               
                  For a few months

                  in 1993, Moldova’s

                  official currency was

                  the cupon.
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                  The word ‘Czech’

                  is Polish.

               

               
                  The Czech phrase

                  strč prst skrz krk, meaning

                  ‘thrust finger through neck’,

                  contains no vowels.

               

               
                  There are more than

                  100 words in Hawaiian

                  consisting entirely

                  of vowels.

               

               
                  In ancient Hawaii,

                  the nuts of the kukui tree

                  were threaded on a string and lit.

                  Each nut burned in sequence

                  to form an early version

                  of chaser lighting.
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                  Ancient Romans

                  threw walnuts at

                  the bride.

               

               
                  It takes

                  five litres of water

                  to grow a single

                  almond.

               

               
                  Britain’s share

                  of the cost of funding the

                  Large Hadron Collider each year

                  is the same amount of money

                  as Britons spend

                  on peanuts.

               

               
                  The cost of the extra fuel needed

                  to carry a bag of peanuts

                  on a plane for a year

                  is £1.
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                  In 2015,

                  a Singapore Airlines freight plane

                  made an emergency landing after

                  farting sheep triggered

                  the smoke alarm.

               

               
                  Harper Lee,

                  author of To Kill a Mockingbird,

                  was an airline booking agent.

               

               
                  Woody Allen

                  writes his film scripts

                  on a typewriter he bought

                  in the 1950s.

               

               
                  On a QWERTY keyboard

                  a typist’s fingers cover 20 miles a day;

                  on a Dvorak keyboard

                  it’s only one mile.
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                  Making all the chain mail

                  for The Lord of the Rings wore

                  the costume designers’

                  fingerprints away.

               

               
                  The chants

                  of the orc army in

                  The Lord of the Rings were

                  made by a stadium full

                  of New Zealand

                  cricket fans.

               

               
                  The house where

                  Bilbo Baggins lived

                  in The Lord of the Rings is

                  now occupied by sheep.

               

               
                  Alexander Graham Bell

                  tried to breed sheep

                  with extra nipples.
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                  The longest

                  human nipple hair was

                  17 centimetres long.

               

               
                  Gene Roddenberry,

                  the creator of Star Trek,

                  thought chest hair would

                  cease to exist in the future.

               

               
                  Hippocrates

                  used a mixture of

                  pigeon droppings, horseradish, cumin

                  and beetroot to treat his hair loss,

                  but it only made the rest

                  of his hair fall out.

               

               
                  The Maori

                  for ‘scissors’ is

                  kutikuti.
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                  In Tanzania,

                  a roundabout is a

                  kipilefti.

               

               
                  The ‘van man’

                  was around before

                  the invention of the van:

                  he used to drive

                  wagons.

               

               
                  Invented in 1862,

                  the anti-garrotting cravat

                  shot spikes into the hands

                  of anyone attempting to

                  strangle the wearer.

               

               
                  The inventors

                  of Silly String were

                  trying to make a spray-on cast

                  for broken bones.
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                  Every day,

                  skateboarding accidents

                  land 176 American children

                  in A&E.

               

               
                  At one A&E

                  in Papua New Guinea,

                  1 in 40 patients have been hurt

                  by a falling coconut.

               

               
                  The last person to be

                  killed by a single hailstone

                  was a pizza delivery man

                  in Fort Worth, Texas.

               

               
                  To avoid being hit

                  by space junk in 2014

                  the International Space Station (ISS)

                  had to change orbit three times.
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                  The wake-up call

                  on the Mir space station

                  made the same sound as the

                  emergency alarm.

               

               
                  NASA’s tallest astronaut

                  exceeded their maximum height limit

                  because he grew taller in space.

               

               
                  In space,

                  you can relieve a headache

                  by urinating.

               

               
                  When the waste disposal failed on

                  the space shuttle Discovery,

                  it developed a giant

                  urine icicle.
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                  Because their faeces glow in the dark,

                  lemmings always defecate

                  underground.

               

               
                  10% of British train toilets

                  flush directly onto

                  the tracks.

               

               
                  Before trains had corridors,

                  ticket inspectors had to clamber along

                  the outside of the carriage.

               

               
                  More than 20% of people

                  commuting by train to London

                  have to stand all the way.
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                  In the 40 minutes

                  it takes the average commuter

                  in the world to get to work,

                  the ISS travels the distance

                  from London to Australia.

               

               
                  In the time it takes to

                  listen to The Proclaimers’

                  ‘I’m Gonna Be (500 Miles)’,

                  the ISS travels 500 miles,

                  then 500 more.

               

               
                  News of the Battle of Trafalgar

                  travelled the 1,100 miles

                  to London in 17 days.

               

               
                  In the 17th century,

                  Christmas turkeys walked from

                  East Anglia to London

                  in three months.
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                  The Gombe War (1974–8)

                  was fought in Tanzania between

                  two communities of

                  chimpanzees.

               

               
                  In 1928,

                  the US, the UK and Germany

                  signed a treaty to

                  end all war.

               

               
                  In the Second World War,

                  the Allies used a ‘ghost army’

                  of inflatable tanks to

                  trick the Germans.

               

               
                  Stormtroopers from

                  Star Wars Lego sets

                  outnumber the planet’s

                  real soldiers by 50 to 1.
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                  The online encyclopaedia

                  dedicated to Lego is called

                  ‘Brickipedia’.

               

               
                  Echolalia

                  is the urge to imitate

                  what someone has just said,

                  in exactly the same voice.

               

               
                  A beauty contest

                  held in Singapore in 1998

                  awarded 60% of the marks for

                  knowledge of the Internet.

               

               
                  Hundreds of victims of the

                  Great Singapore Penis Panic of 1967

                  feared their penises were shrinking away;

                  a dozen of the sufferers

                  were women.
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                  Men looking at pictures

                  of two men and a woman produce

                  more sperm than those looking

                  at pictures of three women.

               

               
                  Fruit-fly sperm are

                  20,000 times larger than

                  porcupine sperm.

               

               
                  The Pieza genus of fly

                  has species called Pieza kake,

                  Pieza pie, Pieza rhea

                  and Pieza deresistans.

               

               
                  Reducing the price

                  of a pizza in France

                  from €8 to €7.99

                  increases sales

                  by 15%.
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                  Pizza sales

                  shot up in Colorado

                  after the state legalised

                  marijuana.

               

               
                  In 1935,

                  the mayor of New York

                  banned the sale of artichokes

                  to ruin a Mafia boss.

               

               
                  In 2010,

                  the Great Sprout Drought

                  increased the price per pound of

                  Brussels sprouts in Britain

                  almost to that of turkey.

               

               
                  The oldest living turkey

                  in Britain is called

                  Dinner.
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                  After noticing that

                  she washed up bare-handed,

                  Margaret Thatcher sent the Queen

                  rubber gloves for Christmas.

               

               
                  The Queen’s advisers

                  persuaded her not to allow

                  the Loch Ness Monster to be named

                  Elizabethia nessiae.

               

               
                  The Queen was keen to

                  accept an offer to be president of

                  the George Formby Appreciation Society,

                  but her advisers deemed it

                  ‘inappropriate’.

               

               
                  The Queen owns

                  a drive-thru McDonald’s

                  in Slough.
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                  Because

                  Chicken McNuggets

                  are sold in sets of 6, 9 or 20,

                  the largest number

                  you can’t buy

                  is 43.

               

               
                  People who are

                  good at maths are

                  twice as likely to be

                  sexually active

                  in old age.

               

               
                  You eat more

                  when your kitchen

                  is messy.

               

               
                  Nearly half the seafood

                  bought in the US is

                  thrown away.
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                  More fish is eaten in China

                  than in the following

                  10 countries

                  combined.

               

               
                  56 species of fish

                  can be sold as ‘snapper’

                  in US restaurants.

               

               
                  50 species of microbe

                  live inside your

                  belly button.

               

               
                  There are at least

                  half a million species

                  of nematode worm

                  yet to be discovered.
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                  A new fish

                  discovered in Australia

                  in 2015 was named

                  ‘Blue Bastard’.

               

               
                  The largest land animal

                  that ever lived was

                  a dinosaur named

                  Dreadnoughtus.

               

               
                  After Barack Obama

                  visited Kenya in 2015,

                  two women named their sons

                  Air Force One.

               

               
                  The main street

                  in the capital of Kosovo is called

                  Bill Clinton Boulevard.
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                  Bulgaria has

                  a special agency that

                  fires anti-hail rockets

                  into the sky.

               

               
                  Finland has

                  the highest density

                  of metal bands in the world.

               

               
                  The unhappiest country

                  in the world is

                  Burundi.

               

               
                  Indonesians are

                  the world’s shortest

                  people.
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                  Pakistanis have

                  the world’s gentlest

                  handshakes.

               

               
                  The US government spent $7 million

                  promoting literacy in Pakistan

                  with an Urdu version of

                  Sesame Street.

               

               
                  Big Bird,

                  Bert and Ernie are

                  the three highest-energy

                  neutrinos.

               

               
                  The world’s

                  firmest handshakes

                  belong to the

                  Swedes.
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                  Thanks to

                  the Swedish Tourist Association,

                  you can speak to a random Swede

                  at any time by calling

                  +46 771–793–336.

               

               
                  The UN’s official definition

                  of a tourist is someone who stays

                  in a country more than 24 hours

                  but less than six months.

               

               
                  The Longquan Buddhist temple in

                  China has a robotic monk called

                  Worthy Stupid Robot Monk

                  designed to talk to tourists.

               

               
                  Items in English on menus in China

                  include Fried Swarm, The Smell of Urine

                  Dry Noodles, Sauce on My Grandma and

                  The Hand that Grasps the Cowboy Bone.
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                  Lifts in Singapore are

                  fitted with urine detectors;

                  if triggered, the lift stops and

                  the police are called.

               

               
                  You are not allowed to

                  travel in a lift with

                  liquid nitrogen.

               

               
                  Fear of lifts

                  can be overcome

                  by eating all your

                  meals inside one.

               

               
                  Abibliophobia is

                  the fear of running out of

                  something to read.
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                  Sciophobia

                  is the irrational fear

                  of shadows.

               

               
                  Steve Jobs

                  was scared of

                  buttons.

               

               
                  MC Hammer

                  doesn’t like

                  hammers.

               

               
                  The Dalai Lama is

                  frightened of

                  caterpillars.
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                  Masked birch caterpillars

                  use ‘anal drumming’

                  to find friends.

               

               
                  People with more friends

                  have a higher tolerance

                  for pain.

               

               
                  In Japan,

                  you can rent

                  friends.

               

               
                  Hans Christian Andersen

                  wrecked his friendship with

                  Charles Dickens by staying

                  with him three weeks

                  longer than planned.
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                  Charles Dickens’s

                  father went into business

                  with Butch Cassidy’s

                  great-grandfather.

               

               
                  The detective agency

                  that caught Butch Cassidy

                  also worked for

                  Coca-Cola.

               

               
                  A can of Coke

                  uses ingredients from

                  all seven continents

                  except Antarctica.

               

               
                  Between 2005 and 2011,

                  the number of visits to A&E in

                  the US caused by energy drinks

                  increased from under 2,000

                  to over 20,000.
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                  The world’s largest cruise ship

                  has a bar where all the

                  drinks are made

                  by robots.

               

               
                  The teabag

                  was invented 2,000 years

                  after humans started

                  drinking tea.

               

               
                  ‘Night starvation’

                  was a condition invented

                  by Horlicks to sell

                  more Horlicks.

               

               
                  Popcorn

                  was originally marketed as

                  Nonpareil.
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                  Noggin

                  is a protein

                  that forms the skull.

               

               
                  Bacteria have

                  the smallest eyeballs

                  in nature but the largest

                  relative to their size.

               

               
                  Bees know

                  when it’s going to rain,

                  so they put in extra work

                  the day before.

               

               
                  96% of people can

                  tell the difference between

                  the sound of hot and cold water

                  being poured.
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                  The Sandhill Rustic moth

                  can stay underwater

                  for an hour.

               

               
                  Sand wasps fly

                  backwards out of the nest

                  to make sure they’ll remember

                  what the way home

                  looks like.

               

               
                  Some spiders

                  disguise themselves as ants

                  by pretending their

                  two front legs are

                  antennae.

               

               
                  Male spider mites

                  prefer their sexual partners

                  to be dead.
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                  Research containing

                  mathematical formulae is

                  taken more seriously even

                  if the formulae are

                  meaningless.

               

               
                  12 + 3 – 4 + 5 + 67 + 8 + 9 = 100

               

               
                  20% of British adults

                  have forgotten how to

                  calculate percentages.

               

               
                  0111010001100101011001000110

                  1001011011110111010101110011

                  is the digitisation

                  of the word

                  ‘tedious’.
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                  The mathematician Kurt Gödel

                  lived on a diet of baby food,

                  laxatives and butter.

               

               
                  ‘Nutter’

                  is a type of butter

                  made from nuts.

               

               
                  The first commercial

                  suppositories were coated

                  in cocoa butter.

               

               
                  Lamas in ancient Tibet

                  were boiled in butter before

                  being embalmed.
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                  The Ewok language

                  is a combination of

                  Tibetan and Nepali.

               

               
                  The British government

                  advises against travel to Tatooine,

                  the Tunisian town that inspired

                  the Star Wars planet.

               

               
                  The actors

                  who played R2-D2 and C-3PO

                  hated each other.

               

               
                  To build

                  a real Death Star would

                  cost $850 million billion.
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                  Venomous frogs

                  kiss their predators

                  to death.

               

               
                  A single gram of poison

                  from Bruno’s casque-headed frog

                  is enough to kill 80 people

                  or 300,000 mice.

               

               
                  A dead gecko

                  can stay stuck to the wall

                  for half an hour.

               

               
                  If an Etruscan shrew

                  doesn’t eat for five hours,

                  it starves to death.
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                  Elephant shrews, despite

                  weighing only a few ounces,

                  are more closely related

                  to elephants than

                  to shrews.

               

               
                  Elephants

                  use their trunks

                  like leaf blowers to

                  move food within reach.

               

               
                  Baby elephants

                  have to be taught

                  how to use their trunks.

               

               
                  The last time elephants were

                  used in battle was during

                  the Iran–Iraq war,

                  in 1987.
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                  Each archer

                  at the Battle of Agincourt

                  had three arrows in the air

                  at any given moment.

               

               
                  The Battle of Bunker Hill

                  in fact took place on

                  Breed’s Hill.

               

               
                  The Battle of Waterloo didn’t

                  take place in the village of Waterloo

                  but in the nearby villages of

                  Braine l’Alleud and

                  Plancenoit.

               

               
                  Napoleon

                  had such painful piles

                  at the Battle of Waterloo that

                  he couldn’t sit on his horse.

               

               
                  48



               

               

               
                  
[image: ]
                  

               

               
                  Ulysses S. Grant’s

                  favourite horses were called

                  Egypt, Cincinnati and

                  Jeff Davis.

               

               
                  Royal Navy ships’ names have

                  included HMS Banterer, HMS Eclair,

                  HMS Flirt, HMS Spanker and

                  HMS Happy Entrance.

               

               
                  Horatio Nelson’s pension

                  continued to be paid

                  until 1947.

               

               
                  The US Navy’s

                  ‘navy blue’ uniform

                  is not blue but black.
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                  The blue-banded bee

                  head-bangs flowers

                  350 times a second

                  to obtain pollen.

               

               
                  Pollen

                  sticks to bees

                  by static electricity.

               

               
                  Flea,

                  the bassist in

                  the Red Hot Chili Peppers,

                  keeps over 200,000

                  bees.

               

               
                  The lifespan

                  of a rock star

                  is 25 years shorter

                  than average.
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