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      “The doctrine of union with Christ declares to us Christians that God has so removed every barrier that we are forever safe within the total salvation that Christ has accomplished. Pastor Brad Wetherell invites us into this strong assurance. May your heart be thrilled by all that is now yours in Christ!”

      Ray Ortlund, President, Renewal Ministries

      “With so many different approaches to spiritual formation presented to Christians today, it’s easy to lose sight of a basic but crucial question: What is the true source of our growth in the Christian life? In Saved to Sin No More, Brad Wetherell addresses this question by identifying, defining, and exploring the biblical reality that only through union with Christ can we become more like Christ. With the heart of a pastor and the precision of a theologian, Wetherell demonstrates how union with Christ undergirds our fight against sin and our pursuit of real righteousness. Drawing richly from both Scripture and the wisdom of saints who have gone before, Saved to Sin No More will be an encouragement to every Christian.”

      Matthew C. Bingham, Vice President of Academic Affairs and Associate Professor of Church History, Phoenix Seminary; author, A Heart Aflame for God

      “Brad Wetherell has written a clear and compelling introduction to what may be the least understood and most vital reality of the Christian life. Union with Christ makes progress in our battle against sin possible, and any teaching that misses this dynamic will only be another version of self-help. This book will deepen your appreciation of all that is yours in Christ. It will give you hope, and it will spur you on in your pursuit of a holy life.”

      Colin S. Smith, President, Open the Bible; Pastor Emeritus, The Orchard, Arlington Heights, Illinois

      “The doctrine of our union with Christ is, as Brad Wetherell tells us, both a ‘joy-producing’ and ‘holiness-producing’ doctrine. Resting firmly on careful biblical work, especially on the profound and beautiful chapters of Romans 5 and 6, Wetherell has provided not just a much-needed understanding of the implications of our union with Christ, but, even more, he has provided much-needed encouragement for our daily lives as Christ followers. There is no Christian who is not in need of the help this book supplies.”

      Mike Bullmore, Founding Pastor, CrossWay Community Church, Bristol, Wisconsin

      “Brad Wetherell has written an extraordinary book that will help ordinary Christians understand and embrace the significance of their union with Christ.”

      Robert L. Plummer, Collin and Evelyn Aikman Professor of Biblical Studies, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
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      To Kristen,

      with whom I am joyfully united in this life.

      Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood

      Shall never lose its power,

      Till all the ransomed church of God

      Be saved, to sin no more.

      William Cowper

      “There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood”
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      Foreword

      I found a new friend in the pages of this book. I hope you will too.

      Brad and I have swapped emails, but we’re yet to meet face to face. I look forward to that. But being in the same room isn’t a prerequisite for friendship. A book such as this can tell you enough about a person—whether you have the most important things in common. Brad and I do.

      For one, we share many of the same heroes of the faith—whether beloved dead dads such as Calvin, Newton, Tolkien, and Lewis, or still-living legends such as Carson, Schreiner, and Sinclair. Not only is Brad’s writing concrete, teeming with illustrations, stories, and real life, but Brad quotes these shared heroes freely. He isn’t so vain as to pretend to stand on his own two feet alone. Of course, the biblical text is the main rock, and beyond that, Brad readily hands the mic over to worthy men of previous generations and happily stands on their shoulders. And I love that one of my more recent personal favorites, J. C. Ryle, makes a prominent cameo at the end of the book.

      Speaking of the end, the main thing Brad and I share is no thing at all but rather is our capital-H Hero. This is really why I found a new friend in Brad. The “thing” of union with Christ clearly serves the enjoyment of the person to whom this union connects us. Union, for Brad, is relational.

      I would not be giving away the end but rather would be helping you read your way there most fruitfully if I told you as clear as day where this whole study is headed. Brad placards the conclusion with exactly the right banner for a book on union with Christ: Philippians 3:8–11. Do you, like the apostle Paul, long to know Jesus? Do you want to enjoy, and keep enjoying, the surpassing worth of knowing Jesus?

      Union with Christ—being “found in him” (Phil. 3:9)—serves the daily communion of knowing and enjoying Christ (Phil. 3:8, 10). As Brad says, “The greatest gift of union with Christ is Christ himself.” God made us to magnify his Son by enjoying him forever, and that begins right now. Jesus has given us his word (in Scripture), his ear (in prayer), his people (in the covenant community of the local church), and his Spirit (dwelling in us), who unites us to Christ and enables life-giving, soul-satisfying communion with him. The person of Christ comes first (and last), then comes the concept of union with him, serving a living relationship with him. We don’t subordinate the person to the union. Union supports our love of and delight in the person.

      I know that the doctrine of union with Christ sounds thrilling to some ears and meh to others. If union with Christ seems boring to you, it may be because your previous exposure was too transactional and not sufficiently relational. Perhaps the emphasis was on the union, on the exchange, or on the goods, but not on the person.

      The reason that some of us get so excited about union with Christ is that this doctrine brings all of Christ’s benefits back to Christ himself. He’s a person, not a portfolio. He’s our brother, not a bank. Salvation is no mere transaction, but a deliverance from sin and death and a rescue to real life forever with the all-satisfying person for whom our souls were made.

      So Brad and I also share a love for holiness. You cannot love such a Christ and not come to delight in being more like him through being empowered by him. As Brad says, union with Christ is not only exhilarating and joy-producing but holiness-producing. Come see why true holiness and real happiness aren’t two diverging roads but are one and the same path—in union with Christ.

      David Mathis

      Senior teacher and executive editor, Desiring God

      Author, Habits of Grace: Enjoying Jesus Through the Spiritual Disciplines

      Saint Paul, Minnesota
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      Introduction

      Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing.

      Ephesians 1:3

      This is a book about doctrine.

      Doctrine. What comes into your mind when you hear that word? Perhaps it excites you. You love diving deep into biblical studies, mining the Scriptures for treasures of truth. You enjoy listening to trusted voices from the past, gleaning insights from our brothers and sisters throughout church history. Your bookshelves are full of resources marked up with notes and highlights.

      My guess is, however, that some of you have a different reaction to the word doctrine. It’s not that you think doctrine is unimportant. It’s just, well, something you’d rather let other people worry about. You’re glad that pastors and professors take time to study theology, but you’re content to leave that to the professionals. If you’re honest, the thought of reading about doctrine sounds a bit boring.

      So why read this book? After all, this is a book about doctrine—the doctrine of union with Christ.

      I think D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones says it best. He writes that the doctrine of union with Christ is “one of the most glorious aspects of the Christian truth, one of the most profound, one of the most stimulating, one of the most comforting—indeed I rather like to use the word exhilarating.”1 Doctrine? Exhilarating? Yes. Let me show you why.

      The Blessing We Enjoy

      When I was in junior high, our school band won the most prestigious competition in the state of Illinois: the SuperState Concert Band Festival. Technically, this makes me an award-winning tenor saxophone player. But you don’t want to hear me play. The truth is, I barely squeaked by (pun intended) in auditions, rehearsals, and concerts. I wasn’t any good, but I was in a band with people who were. I only enjoyed the blessing of that SuperState victory because I was united with the band.

      As Christians we enjoy tremendous blessing. We have peace with God because he has forgiven our sins. We have unshakable hope because he has a home for us in heaven. We have power to endure the trials of life because his Spirit dwells within us. But this occurs only if we are united with Christ.

      John Calvin says,

      We must understand that as long as Christ remains outside of us, and we are separated from him, all that he has suffered and done for the salvation of the human race remains useless and of no value to us.2

      According to Calvin, if we are not united with Christ, we receive no benefit from Christ, and everything he did makes no difference for us.

      That’s a bold statement. But is it a biblical statement?

      If you open your favorite Bible app and type “union with Christ” into the search bar, do you know how many results will appear? Zero. The phrase union with Christ does not appear a single time in any English translation that I am aware of. Romans 6:5 comes very close when it says that we have been “united with him,” but that’s it.

      So how can a phrase that never appears in the Bible be so vitally important? Plenty of significant theological terms never appear in the biblical text. For example, you won’t find the word Trinity in the Bible, but that doesn’t mean we toss that doctrine aside. The word Trinity is a theological term that expresses a key biblical reality.

      Similarly, the phrase union with Christ may not appear in the Scriptures, but the doctrine sure does. In fact, it appears so frequently and so pervasively that we often read right past it without noticing it. It shows up repeatedly in the two words in Christ. That phrase, or some variation of it—such as in him or with him—appears hundreds of times in the New Testament, and it often refers to the doctrine of union with Christ.

      A few years ago, my wife and I were shopping for a new car, and we began to set our sights on a Volkswagen SUV. Before we started shopping, I didn’t even know that Volkswagen made an SUV. But once we started thinking about buying one, I saw them everywhere.

      And once you start looking for the words in Christ in the New Testament, you’ll see them everywhere. For example, look at this passage from the beginning of Ephesians:

      Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. . . . In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace . . . 

      In him we have obtained an inheritance. . . . In him you . . . were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. (Eph. 1:3, 7, 11, 13)

      Do you see the significance? Every spiritual blessing comes to us in Christ. Our redemption, our forgiveness, and all the grace we enjoy is ours in him. Our eternal inheritance is secure in him. We are sealed with the Holy Spirit in him. Even if we had only these verses from Ephesians, we would have reason to recognize the importance of union with Christ.

      As we meditate on this doctrine, our hearts will well up with gratitude for the blessing God has shown us in Christ. It is an exhilarating, joy-producing doctrine. It is also a holiness-producing doctrine.

      The Power We Need

      All of us are wrestling with sin. In case you weren’t aware, the church is full of stumbling, struggling saints. Not one of us is perfect. We know that God calls us to pursue holiness, but we also know that this isn’t easy. Sin trips us up, causes us to fall, and ensnares us.

      In this battle, we become prone to two opposite mistakes. The first mistake is the slide toward legalism. This happens when we see our sin, know it’s a problem, and want to do something about it. But we think that the sole solution is found in exerting more effort, mustering up more resolve, and practicing more discipline. So with white knuckles and gritted teeth, we strive for a self-righteousness that we will never attain. This leads to frustration, pride, and all kinds of problems.

      The second mistake is the drift into apathy. This happens when we see our sin, know it’s a problem, and trust that God has done something about it. But we begin to think that the gospel basically amounts to the truth that Jesus pardons sinners, so we don’t exert much effort in fighting sin. We resign ourselves to the way things are as we declare our dependence on God’s grace. We become lazy about resisting temptation, and we grow far too content with certain sinful patterns.
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