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In "Cerberus, The Dog of Hades," Maurice Bloomfield intricately explores the intersections of mythology, literature, and the human experience through the lens of the multi-headed guardian of the Underworld. Bloomfield adopts a scholarly yet accessible literary style, employing rich, evocative language that plunges the reader into the dark allure of Greek mythology. The narrative is not only a retelling of the myth surrounding Cerberus but also a profound commentary on themes of loyalty, fear, and the duality of life and death, thus situating itself within the broader context of classical literature and its indelible impact on the Western canon. Bloomfield, a noted philologist and expert in classical literature, draws from his extensive background in ancient texts, linguistics, and mythology to imbue the work with academic rigor while appealing to a diverse audience. His deep-rooted fascination with the ancient world, combined with a desire to bridge the gap between scholarly interpretation and general readership, has led him to craft this nuanced portrayal of Cerberus as more than just a mythical creature but as a symbol of complex human emotions. Readers are invited to immerse themselves in Bloomfield's rich narrative, making "Cerberus, The Dog of Hades" an essential addition to both literary and mythological studies. It provides a captivating exploration of familiar myths while encouraging reflection on what these timeless stories reveal about the human condition. This book is a must-read for enthusiasts of mythology, literature, and anyone interested in the powerful connections between ancient tales and modern life. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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Joseph Sheridan Le Fanu'Äôs "In A Glass Darkly" is a seminal collection of supernatural tales that intricately weaves together themes of duality, madness, and the occult within a richly Victorian context. Le Fanu's unique narrative style, characterized by atmospheric detail and psychological depth, immerses the reader in a world where the boundaries between reality and the supernatural blur. The book consists of five interrelated stories, most notably 'Green Tea' and 'The Familiar,' showcasing Le Fanu's mastery in crafting chilling narratives that probe the darker recesses of the human psyche and question the nature of perception itself. Le Fanu, a prominent figure in Gothic literature, drew inspiration from his Irish heritage and the rich folklore of his surroundings. His background, particularly his experiences with the paranormal and his education in Gothic storytelling, profoundly influenced his literary voice. As a forerunner of modern horror, Le Fanu'Äôs work has resonated with writers such as H.P. Lovecraft and M.R. James, solidifying his reputation as a key architect of supernatural fiction. Readers with an appreciation for Gothic literature and psychological horror will find "In A Glass Darkly" an enthralling exploration of fear and existential dread. This collection not only offers spine-chilling narratives but also a profound commentary on the complexities of the human experience, making it an essential read for those interested in the eerie and the uncanny.
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'ÄòThoughts and Counsels of the Saints for Every Day of the Year'Äô is a profound anthology capturing the eternal wisdom and spiritual guidance of eminent saints. This collection traverses various literary forms, from fervent prayers and meditative reflections to heartfelt letters and philosophical musings, inviting readers to engage with the timeless and diverse perspectives of the Church's revered figures. The selected pieces resonate with themes of divine grace, moral fortitude, and human compassion, offering a spiritual roadmap that aligns centuries of ecclesiastical thought with the enduring quest for transcendence and holiness. The anthology unites distinctive voices, such as those of Saint Anselm, Saint Teresa, and Saint Thomas Aquinas, each contributing to a rich tapestry of spiritual thought. These luminaries, hailing from different epochs and backgrounds, collectively explore themes central to Christian thought and practice. Within the historical tapestry, from the contemplative Benedictine traditions to the inspirational teachings of the Dominicans and the reformative insights of the Jesuits, the varied contributions illustrate the saints' relentless pursuit of divine wisdom amidst a changing world. 'ÄòThoughts and Counsels of the Saints for Every Day of the Year'Äô is essential reading for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of Christian spirituality. This anthology provides a unique opportunity to explore a multitude of perspectives within a single volume, encouraging readers to reflect on their spiritual journeys and appreciate the legacy of these saintly voices. Whether for scholarly inquiry or personal reflection, the collection inspires an ongoing dialogue with the profound spiritual heritage of the Catholic tradition.
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In "The Country of the Dwarfs," Paul B. Du Chaillu offers a captivating narrative that blends adventure, anthropology, and cultural observation. Set against the backdrop of the African continent, the book details Du Chaillu's encounters with the Pygmy peoples, exploring their customs, realities, and the challenges they face. His literary style is vivid and descriptive, capturing not only the sights and sounds of the unique landscapes but also the richness of the social structures he encounters. Written in the context of the late 19th century, a period marked by burgeoning European interest in exploration, Du Chaillu's work serves as both a personal account and a broader commentary on Western perceptions of Africa and its indigenous communities. Paul B. Du Chaillu, a pioneering anthropologist and explorer, was deeply influenced by his own background as a child of a French father and a German mother, which instilled in him a sense of curiosity about diverse cultures. His travels in Africa, particularly in the regions inhabited by the Pygmies, informed his understanding of human diversity. Du Chaillu's commitment to documenting and respecting the cultures he encountered makes his work a crucial contribution to both literature and anthropology. I highly recommend "The Country of the Dwarfs" to readers interested in exploration narratives and cross-cultural studies. Du Chaillu's engaging prose and insightful observations provide a profound understanding of a world that is often overlooked, making it a significant read for anyone interested in the complexities of human societies and the legacies of colonialism. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In her profound work "Ancient Art and Ritual," Jane Ellen Harrison explores the intricate relationship between artistic expression and ritual practices in ancient cultures. Through an innovative examination of Greek art, mythology, and religious ceremonies, Harrison employs a rich, analytical literary style that seamlessly weaves historical context with detailed illustrations. Her scholarship delves into how art functioned not merely as decoration but as an essential component of societal rituals, embedding insights into the spiritual lives of ancient peoples. Harrison challenges conventional narratives, urging readers to appreciate the socio-cultural dynamics that govern artistic creation. Jane Ellen Harrison, a pioneering classical scholar and member of the Cambridge School, made significant contributions to the study of Greek culture and religion. Her dedication to understanding the intersection of art and ritual is informed by her extensive research in anthropology and myth, disciplines that shaped her perspective on ancient civilizations. Harrison's feminist critique of classical scholarship marked her as a trailblazer in her field, resonating throughout her oeuvre, including this seminal work. "Ancient Art and Ritual" is an essential read for anyone seeking to deepen their understanding of the role of art in shaping cultural identity and community rituals. Harrison'Äôs eloquent prose and meticulous research encourage readers to look beyond mere aesthetics, revealing the profound significance that art once held in the collective consciousness of ancient societies.
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The forests of Yucatan and Central America are to-day, for the majority of the people of the United States, even those who call themselves scientific and well informed, as much a terra incognita, as America was to the inhabitants of Europe before its discovery by Cristobal Colon in 1498, when for the first time he came in sight of the northern coast of South America, and navigated along it from the mouth of the river Orinoco to Porto Cabello in the Golfo Triste.

A few, having perused the books of J. L. Stephens, Norman, and other tourists who have hurriedly visited the ruins of the ancient cities that lie hidden in the depths of those forests, have a vague idea that there exist the remains of stone houses built some time or other before the discovery, aver authoritatively that "their builders were but little removed from the state of savagism, and that none of their handwork is worth the attention of the students of our age. Their civilization, they confidently say, was at best very crude. They were ignorant of the art of writing; and the scanty records of their history chronicled on deer-skins, in pictorial representations, are well nigh unintelligible. They had no sciences, no mental culture or intellectual development. They were in fact a race whose intelligence was for the most part of lower order. From what they did nothing is to be learned that has any direct bearing on the progress of civilization." In no wise can they be compared with the Egyptians or the Chaldees, much less with the Greeks or Romans; it is not, therefore, worth our while to spend time and money in researches among the ruins of their cities. It is to Greece, it is to Egypt, to Chaldea, that Americans must go in order to make new discoveries. In those countries must be established schools for study of Greek, or Egyptian, or Chaldean archæology: and American schools have been established at Athens and Alexandria, and expeditions sent to Syria, to the shores of the Euphrates.

But the European scientists, who for many years past have explored those old fields in order to obtain relics to fill the shelves of the museums of their capitals and turned up the soil of the Orient in search of archæological treasures, now look to the Western continent in quest of the origin of those ancient civilizations which they have been unable to find in the countries where they once flourished; and they look with that reverence which true learning begets, on those ancient American temples and palaces that are objects of contempt for some modern American scientists.

Thus we see established in Paris the "Société des Américanistes" whose sole object is the study of all things pertaining to ancient American civilization. That Society, composed of students, spares no efforts to obtain knowledge respecting the architecture, the sciences, the arts, the language, and the civilization of the people who inhabited, in remote ages, the various countries of this Western continent. A premium of 25,000 francs has been offered for the discovery of an alphabet or key to the inscriptions carved on the walls of the monuments in Yucatan and Central America. M. Désiré Charnay has been sent to obtain molds of the sculptures and other precious relics that lie hidden and lost in the recesses of the Central American forests. Casts have been made from such squeezes as he obtained. These casts adorn the Trocadero Museum at Paris, duplicates of the same having been presented to the Smithsonian Institute at Washington by Mr. Pierre Lorillard of New York. This gentleman is the only American who has ever contributed with his wealth and influence (he has spent 25,000 dollars) in expeditions for the recovery of facts and objects that may throw light on the ancient history of America.

Then again we have in Europe the international "Congrès des Américanistes" that convenes every four years in one of the capitals of Europe for the purpose of collecting all new data, obtained in the interval, concerning ancient American civilization.

In England, at Cambridge, there is in the University a large building especially dedicated to Central American archæology. There are to be seen, as I am informed by General Sir Henry Lefroy, the casts and photographs obtained by Mr. Maudslay, a wealthy gentleman who has devoted his time and wealth to the work of obtaining fac-similes in plaster and photographs of the ancient monuments of Honduras and Guatemala.

But what have we in New York, in the United States, in fact, to offer to students of American archæology?

True, Mr. George Peabody, among his many benefactions, left a sum of money for the foundation of a museum to be specially dedicated to the collection of objects pertaining to American archæology. Such museum exists at the University of Cambridge, Massachusetts. It bears his name. Does it contain anything that may throw light on the history of the ancient inhabitants of this Western Continent? I once wrote to an influential gentlemen connected with the University asking him to propose to the trustees the purchase of a copy of my collections of casts and mural paintings. His answer dated July 23d, 1885, was: "I will send your letter to one of the trustees, enjoining him to accept its offer, but I fear they will treat that proposal as they have so many others and say no! The collection of tracings they ought to secure. The time has come when such things should be got at any cost. We shall soon be as they are in India, hunting everywhere for things which were easily to be had a few years ago."

My correspondent has visited the ruined cities of Yucatan; he knows the value of my collections.

I have done all in my power to call the attention of American scientists, of the men of leisure and money, to the fact that in New York perfect fac-similes of the palaces and temples of the Mayas could be erected in Central Park, both as ornament to the place, and object of study for the lovers of American archæology who may not have the means, nor the time, nor the desire, to run the risk of submitting to the privations and hardships that those who wish to visit the ruined cities, must inevitably encounter.

But alas! all in vain.

Three years ago I had casts made from some of the stereotyped moulds made by me of the sculptures at Uxmal and offered them for exhibition in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in Central Park. They have been placed in the cellar, out of the way, "for want of space against the wall." The public has never seen them. I once remonstrated with one of the trustees, and proposed to sell to the museum a copy of the collection of fresco paintings from Chichen Itza, last remnants of ancient American art. The answer of the gentleman was "No! those things are not appreciated, they are looked upon as of no value." Nevertheless, some of the illustrations in this book are photographs of the same despised casts and mural paintings.

During the last lecturing season I offered to several literary, scientific and historical societies, to give lectures illustrated with views made by us of the monuments, and enlarged with the stereopticon. In every instance I received the same answer. "Our people are not interested in such a subject[1q]." What! Americans not interested in American antiquities! in ancient American history! in ancient American civilization!

Desiring to make the subject known before the lecture season was over, en desespoir de cause[1], I asked Dr. John Stoughton Newbury, of the School of Mines at Columbia College, if he could give me a chance to present the subject before the members of the New York Academy of Science. I had no hope of a favorable answer; but to my great surprise Professor Newbury received my offer enthusiastically. Mrs. Le Plongeon lectured on the monuments of Yucatan on the 2nd of March last, at Columbia College. Let the ladies and gentlemen who were present say if the facts and views presented to them were of sufficient interest to command their attention. A lady, Mrs. Francis B. Arnold, residing at 21 West 12th Street, New York, was so pleased that she asked Mrs. Le Plongeon to lecture at her own house to a select party of friends. Let again the ladies and gentlemen who were present at Mrs. Arnold's house, say if there is nothing worth seeing and studying in the remains of ancient American civilization.

Let Mrs. Arnold and Dr. Newbury accept our heartfelt-thanks for affording us an opportunity of presenting ancient America to a few appreciative minds, if no more.

Mrs. Le Plongeon and I have written two works on Yucatan. One is: "Monuments of Mayax, and their historical teachings." The other: "Yucatan, its ancient palaces and modern cities; life and customs of the Aborigines." We have offered them to several publishing houses, but the same answer has been given by all. "There is no money in the publication of such books; American readers do not care for this subject."

Notwithstanding such rebuffs, I made up my mind to present to American readers some of the historical facts that have been brought to light by deciphering the bas-reliefs and mural inscriptions, by means of the ancient hieratic Maya alphabet discovered by me. I offer them in this small volume that I take pleasure in dedicating to Mr. Pierre Lorillard, as the most worthy of it among the Americans, for his generous help to students of American archæology.




	Ancient Maya Hieratic alphabet according to mural inscriptions.
	Egyptian Hieratic alphabet according to Messrs. Champollion le Jeune and Bunsen.
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