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Maxwell Sommerville's "Engraved Gems" is a masterful exploration of the art of gem engraving, blending historical context with rich literary finesse. Through vivid prose and meticulous detail, Sommerville delves into the intricate craftsmanship of gemologists from ancient civilizations to modern artists, illustrating their cultural significance and the storytelling embedded within each engraved piece. The book elegantly balances scholarly research with evocative narrative, placing engraved gems within the broader spectrum of decorative arts while engaging the reader with anecdotes that illuminate the lives of artisans and patrons alike. Maxwell Sommerville, an esteemed art historian and gemologist, draws upon his extensive knowledge and passion for both fields in this illuminating work. His background in archaeology, combined with years spent studying various cultural artifacts, has deeply informed his perspective on gem engraving as a pivotal aspect of historical expression. Sommerville'Äôs firsthand experiences at archaeological sites and museums enable him to present a nuanced view of the interplay between art and society through the ages. Readers with an interest in art history, archaeology, and the intricate world of gemstones will find "Engraved Gems" an invaluable addition to their libraries. This enlightening volume not only enriches the understanding of gem artistry but also serves as an artistic odyssey that inspires admiration for the timeless craftsmanship behind these exquisite treasures.
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In "Fresh Light from the Ancient Monuments," A. H. Sayce presents a compelling exploration of archaeological findings that shed new light on ancient civilizations, particularly those of the Near East. The book is characterized by its analytical approach and engaging literary style, weaving together historical narratives with detailed artifacts' interpretations. Sayce meticulously examines inscriptions, relics, and architectural remains, situating them within their broader cultural and historical contexts, thereby enriching our understanding of their significance in contemporary scholarship. A. H. Sayce, a noted British Assyriologist and philologist, was a pioneer in the study of ancient Near Eastern texts. His academic journey, spurred by an insatiable curiosity about the socio-political landscapes of antiquity, led him to painstakingly analyze manuscripts and monuments. His erudition reflects his deep engagement with both the languages of the region and the pressing questions of his time regarding religion, society, and historical continuity. "Fresh Light from the Ancient Monuments" is recommended reading for scholars and enthusiasts of history and archaeology alike. Sayce's astute observations and thorough research illuminate the intricate tapestry of ancient civilizations, making it an indispensable resource for anyone seeking to deepen their appreciation of our shared human heritage.
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In "Collecting as a Pastime," Charles Rowed presents an insightful exploration of the multifaceted world of collecting, elevating it from mere hobby to a profound cultural phenomenon. Through a blend of personal narrative and analytical discourse, Rowed delves into the psychology of collectors, tracing the emotional and intellectual motivations that drive the pursuit of objects. His prose is characterized by a reflective tone, inviting readers to consider not only the items themselves but also the memories and desires they embody, contextualizing collecting within the broader tapestry of human experience and creativity. Rowed, an accomplished scholar with a background in sociology and anthropology, brings a unique perspective to the subject, informed by his lifelong passion for collecting diverse artifacts. His academic tenure has equipped him with both theoretical insights and practical considerations, allowing him to engage with a rich array of examples from his own collection, which includes everything from stamps to antiquities. This fusion of scholarly rigor and personal anecdote offers readers a comprehensive understanding of the cultural significance of collecting. "Collecting as a Pastime" is a must-read for enthusiasts and casual readers alike, as it transcends the boundaries of traditional collecting literature. Rowed'Äôs adept storytelling and keen observations invite readers to reflect on their own collecting journeys, sparking a newfound appreciation for the objects that invoke nostalgia, curiosity, and the human drive for connection.
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In "Perfection City," Adela E. Orpen intricately weaves a narrative that delves into the complexities of urban life, societal expectations, and the pursuit of idealism in a contemporary setting. The novel is marked by a lyrical prose style that oscillates between vivid imagery and poignant introspection, reflecting the multilayered experiences of its characters as they navigate the labyrinth of a city that promises perfection but often delivers disillusionment. Set against the backdrop of a city bustling with ambition, Orpen's work engages with themes of identity, belonging, and the juxtaposition of personal dreams against societal norms, making it a relevant exploration within the broader context of modern literature's critiques of urbanization and consumer culture. Adela E. Orpen, a distinguished author and cultural analyst, draws upon her diverse experiences in urban studies and social anthropology to craft this compelling narrative. Her insightful observations of city life, combined with her passion for storytelling, imbue "Perfection City" with authenticity and depth. Orpen'Äôs background in sociology enriches her exploration of characters' psychological landscapes, enabling her to dissect the intricacies of human relationships amidst the clamor of city life. Readers seeking a profound and thought-provoking narrative will find "Perfection City" to be an essential addition to their literary repertoire. Orpen'Äôs deft portrayal of the search for perfection within an imperfect world invites readers to reflect on their own aspirations and the societal frameworks that shape them. With its engaging plot and rich thematic undertones, this novel is a testament to the complexities of modern existence, making it a must-read for anyone fascinated by the interplay between urban environments and the human condition.
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In "The Magic of Jewels and Charms," George Frederick Kunz delves into the enchanting world of gemstones and their historical significance across various cultures. The book is a captivating blend of scientific inquiry and poetic reflection, examining not only the physical properties of gems but also their mystical and metaphysical qualities. Kunz's literary style is rich and evocative, incorporating intricate descriptions and historical anecdotes that transport the reader through time, illuminating the myriad ways in which jewels have been revered, utilized, and believed to possess magical powers throughout human history. Set against the backdrop of the late 19th century, a period of burgeoning interest in natural sciences and the occult, the text serves as both a compendium and a celebration of human fascination with these radiant entities. George Frederick Kunz, a prominent gemologist and mineralogist, was deeply imbued with knowledge from his early career working with precious stones. His extensive studies at the American Museum of Natural History and his role as chief gemologist for Tiffany & Co. brought him into contact with both the scientific and commercial aspects of gems. This unique vantage point fueled his desire to explore the complex relationship between humanity and these natural wonders, ultimately leading to the creation of this seminal work. This book is an essential read for gem enthusiasts, historians, and anyone intrigued by the intersections of nature, culture, and belief. Kunz'Äôs meticulous research and engaging prose illuminate not just the beauty of jewels, but also their profound significance in human life, making it a timeless addition to the libraries of those captivated by the allure of precious stones.
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Of all the gems which have served to adorn a crown or deck a beauty the Regent has perhaps had the most remarkable career. Bought, sold, stolen and lost, it has passed through many hands, always however leaving some mark of its passage, so that the historian can follow its devious course with some certainty. From its extraordinary size it has been impossible to confound it with any other diamond in the world; hence the absence of those conflicting statements with regard to it which puzzle one at every turn in the cases of certain other historical jewels.

The first authentic appearance of this diamond in history was in December, 1701. In that month it was offered for sale by a diamond merchant named Jamchund to the Governor of Fort St. George near Madras, Mr. Thomas Pitt, the grandfather of the great Earl of Chatham.

Although, as we shall see later on, the diamond came fairly into the hands of Mr. Pitt, it had already a taint of blood upon it. I allude to the nebulous and gloomy story that has drifted down to us along with this sparkling gem. How far the story is true it is now impossible to ascertain. The Regent itself alone could throw any light upon the subject, and that, notwithstanding its myriad rays, it refuses to do.

Tradition says the stone was found by a slave at Partreal, a hundred and fifty miles south of Golconda. The native princes who worked these diamond mines were very particular to see that all the large gems should be reserved to deck their own swarthy persons; hence there were most stringent regulations for the detection of theft. No person who was not above suspicion—and who indeed was ever above the suspicion of an absolute Asiatic prince?—might leave the mines without being thoroughly examined, inside and out, by means of purgatives, emetics and the like. Notwithstanding all these precautions however, the Regent was concealed in a wound made in the calf of the leg of a slave. The inspectors, I suppose, did not probe the wound deeply enough, for the slave got away safely with his prize and reached Madras. Alas! poor wretch, it was an evil day for him when he found the great rough diamond. On seeking out a purchaser he met with an English skipper who offered him a considerable sum for it; but on going to the ship, perhaps to get his money, he was slain and thrown overboard. The skipper then sold the stone to Jamchund for one thousand pounds ($5000), took to drink and speedily succumbing to the combined effects of an evil conscience and delirium tremens hanged himself. Thus twice baptized in blood the great diamond was fairly launched upon its life of adventure.

And now we come to the authentic part of its history.

Mr. Pitt has left a solemn document under his own hand and seal recounting his mercantile encounter with the Eastern Jamchund. It would appear from this notable writing that Mr. Pitt himself had been accused of stealing the diamond, for he begins with lamentations over the "most unparalleled villainy of William Fraser Thomas Frederick and Smapa, a black merchant," who it would seem had sent a paper to Governor Addison (Mr. Pitt's successor in Madras) intimating that Mr. Pitt had come unfairly by his treasure. The writer then calls down God to witness to his truthfulness and invokes His curse upon himself and his children should he here tell a lie.

After this solemn preamble, Mr. Pitt goes on minutely to describe his transaction with the diamond merchant; how in the end of 1701 Jamchund, in company with one Vincaty Chittee, called upon him in order to effect the sale of a very large diamond. Mr. Pitt, who seems to have been himself a very considerable trader in precious stones, was appalled at the sum, two hundred thousand pagodas ($400,000), asked for this diamond. He accordingly offered thirty thousand pagodas; but Jamchund went away unable to sacrifice his pebble for such a sum. They haggled over the matter for two months, meeting several times in the interval. The Indian merchant made use of the classical expressions of his trade, as, for example, that it was only to Mr. Pitt that he would sell it for so insignificant a sum as a hundred thousand pagodas. But all this was of no avail and they consequently parted again without having effected a bargain.

Finally Jamchund having resolved to go back into his own country once more presented himself, always attended by the faithful Vincaty Chittee, before the Governor, and offered his stone now for fifty thousand pagodas. Pitt then offered forty-five thousand, thinking that "if good it must prove a pennyworth." Then Jamchund fell a thousand and Pitt rose a thousand. Now the bargain seemed pretty near conclusion; but it often happens that hucksters who have risen or fallen by pounds come to grief at the last moment over the pence that still separate them, so these two seemed unable to move further towards a settlement. Mr. Pitt went into his closet to a Mr. Benyon and had a chat over it with that gentleman who appears to have advised him to the purchase, remarking that a stone which was worth forty-seven thousand pagodas was surely worth forty-eight. Convinced by this reasoning the Governor went again to Jamchund and at last closed the bargain at forty-eight thousand pagodas ($96,000). It was a lucky moment for him, since it was upon this minute but adamantine corner-stone that the Governor of Fort St. George began to build up the fortunes of the great house of Pitt.
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The diamond, valued far below its price in order not to attract attention, was sent home to England and lodged with bankers until Mr. Pitt's return from India, when he had it cut and polished. This process, the most critical one in the life of a diamond, was performed in an eminently satisfactory manner. The rough stone, which had weighed four hundred and ten carats, came forth from the hands of the cutter a pure and flawless brilliant of unparalleled lustre weighing one hundred and thirty-six and three fourths carats. It took two years to cut it, and the cost of the operation was ten thousand dollars; but its lucky owner had no reason to complain, since he sold the dust and fragments for no less than forty thousand dollars and still had the largest diamond in the world to dispose of.

This, however, proved to be no easy matter, for though many coveted it few persons were ready to give Mr. Pitt's price for it. One private individual did indeed offer four hundred thousand dollars, but he was not listened to. The fame of this wonderful stone soon spread over Europe. In 1710 an inquisitive German traveler, one Uffenbach, made "a wonderful journey" into England and tried to get a sight of it. But by this time Mr. Pitt and his diamond were so renowned a couple that the former must have been a most miserable person. The German tells us how it was impossible to see the stone, for Mr. Pitt never slept twice in the same house and was constantly changing his name when he came to town. Indeed his life was one of haunting terror lest he should be murdered for his jewel as the hapless slave had been in the very outset of its career.

At last, in 1717, he was relieved from his troubles. He sold the stone to the King of France, having in vain offered it to the other monarchs of Europe. The Duke of Saint Simon minutely chronicles the whole transaction. The model of the diamond, which was then known as the "Pitt," was brought to him by the famous Scotch financier, Law. At this time the Duke of Orleans ruled in France as regent for the boy who was afterwards to be Louis XV. The state of the French finances was well-nigh desperate. The people were starving, the national credit was nil, and the exchequer was almost if not quite empty. Nothing dismayed, however, by the dark outlook, that accomplished courtier, the Duke of Saint Simon, set himself to work upon the feelings of the Regent until he should be persuaded to buy this unique gem. When the Regent feebly urged the want of money the Duke was ready with a plan for borrowing and pledging other jewels of the crown until the debt should be paid.

The Regent feared to be blamed for expending so extravagant a sum as two millions of money on a mere bauble; but the Duke instantly pointed out to him that what was right in an individual was inexpedient in a king, and what would be lavish extravagance in the one would in the other be but due regard for the dignity of the crown and the glory of the nation. In short says the courtier in his entertaining Memoirs, "I never let Monsieur d'Orleans alone until I had obtained that he would purchase this stone." To such successful issue was his importunity brought. The financier Law did not let the great diamond pass through his hands without leaving some very substantial token of its passage. He seems to have received forty thousand dollars for his share in the negotiation.

It is instructive to learn that the Regent's fear of being blamed for the purchase was entirely groundless. On the contrary he received the applause of the nation for his spirited acquisition of a gem the price of which had terrified all the other monarchs of Europe; whereupon the Duke of Saint Simon remarks with complacency that much of the credit was due to him for having introduced the diamond to court. The sum actually paid to Mr. Pitt appears to have been one hundred and thirty-five thousand pounds sterling, equivalent to eight hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars, and the diamond received its name of Regent in compliment to the Duke of Orleans.

The Regent now enters upon a long period of tranquillity, nothing conspicuous happening to it for many years. It pursued its way quietly as a royal gem during the reign of Louis XV., adding its lustre to the brilliant but dissolute court of that monarch. After a lapse of nearly sixty years the Regent again came forward upon a stately occasion in order to fitly decorate a king of France. It was on the eleventh of June, 1775, that the unfortunate youth Louis XVI. was crowned king in the ancient cathedral town of Rheims. A new crown of especial splendor was made for the new king and in it were incorporated nearly all the royal jewels. The top of the diadem was ornamented by fleurs-de-lys made of precious stones. In the centre of the principal one blazed the Regent, flanked right and left by the "Sanci" and the "Gros Mazarin," while round about sparkled a thousand diamonds of lesser magnitude. Louis's gorgeous head-gear was no less than nine inches high, and it is said that the King, made dizzy by the immense weight of it, put up his hand several times to ease his poor head. At last he said peevishly "It hurts me"; simple, thoughtless words to which after-events have given a sad and most fateful significance.

One of the actors in this magnificent pageant was the King's youngest brother, the Count d'Artois, a handsome youth of such exquisite courtliness of manner that he obtained and kept through life the title of the Vrai Chevalier. We shall meet him again in still closer proximity to the Regent, fifty long years hence.

During the troubled reign of Louis XVI. the crown jewels including the Regent were lodged in the Garde Meuble where upon stated days they were exposed to public view. On the famous tenth of August, 1792, when Louis was deprived of his crown he was also relieved from the burden of looking after the Regent. It had at once become the National Diamond and as such belonged to everybody, hence everybody had a right to see it. In compliance with this popular notion the Regent was deposed from its regal niche in the crown of France and was securely fastened in a steel clasp. A stout chain was attached to the clasp and padlocked inside an iron window. Thus secured from the too affectionate grip of its million owners the Regent used to be passed out through the window and submitted to the admiration of all who asked to see it. As a further security policemen and detectives were liberally scattered about the place in the interest of national probity.

After the bloody days of the second and third of September when the ferocious mob of Paris broke into the prisons and massacred the unfortunate inmates, the Government imagined that the people should no longer be trusted with the custody of the Regent. Accordingly they locked up all the crown jewels as securely as they could in the cupboards of the Garde Meuble and affixed the seals of the Commune most visibly thereto. Notwithstanding their precautions, however, the result does not seem to have justified their conclusions. On the seventeenth of the same month it fell to M. Roland, then Minister of the Interior, to make a grievous statement to the Assembly. He informed the deputies that in the course of the preceding night some desperate ruffians had broken into the Garde Meuble Nationale between two and three o'clock in the morning and had stolen thence jewels to an enormous value. Two of these ruffians had been arrested, but unfortunately not those who had the large diamond and other national property secreted upon their persons. A patrol of ten men who were posted at the Convent des Feuillants had pursued the miscreants, but being less effectively armed than the robbers they were unable to capture them.

The two thieves then in custody upon being questioned gave, of course, answers which aroused the suspicions of these easily inflamed patriots. It seemed certain—so at least argued Roland—that the robbery had been planned by persons belonging to the late dominant aristocratic party in order to supply themselves with money to be used in paying the foreign troops who were to subdue France and again reduce her to slavery. He then proceeded to deliver an impassioned address upon this fertile theme. Patriot deputies freely accused each other of being the authors of this crime. Danton was pointed at by one party, while he retorted by naming Roland, minister as he was, as one who knew too much about it.

It seems probable however that none except the thieves themselves were concerned in this astonishing robbery and that they were actuated by greed alone. The patriots only made use of it for party purposes to obtain their own objects, just as they tried to utilize in the same way any uncommon natural phenomenon, such as comets, earthquakes or hail stones.

A few days later an anonymous letter was received by the officials at the Commune stating that if they searched in a spot most carefully described in the Allée des Veuves of the Champs Elysées, they would find something to their advantage. They accordingly hunted at the place indicated and found the Regent and a valuable agate vase. All the rest of the booty, however, the thieves made off with after having thus eased their consciences of the weight of the great diamond.
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