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Prologue

	Salem, Massachusetts in the 17th century

	What doesn’t one do for love? I, for one, would die for love. Pretty ironic if you know my story, but more on that later. Many may call me foolish. What a fool who gives herself to such a man. But when I think back, I don’t regret it. Some might say I fell in love with the wrong man. Served my heart on a silver platter, making it easy to impale and eat it effortlessly. Forgive this morbid metaphor. I don’t usually express myself that way. Maybe I should have … 

	Be that as it may. I want to tell you my story. A story full of hate, revenge, and love. A story in which I found myself dead and revealed my greatest secret.

	My name is Rose Barnes, I’m a witch.

	 


Chapter 1: The Orphan

	Between the stone walls in the back streets of Salem and the stench of rot and urine I hide.

	What have I done? What have I done? I repeat the question a hundred times in my head. Then I bury my face in my hands and let my tears run. 

	A monster, that’s what I am. My burden is intolerable, my actions unforgivable. Why can’t things go back to the way they were?

	Suddenly I hear footsteps. They are almost swallowed up by the splashing of the rain, but my ears notice them anyway. 

	“Little girl, what are you doing here all alone in the rain?” The woman’s voice sounds worried. I’m not answering. After a short moment she approaches me.

	“S-stay away from me,” I whisper in a trembling voice. She has no idea what I am. I don’t want to hurt anyone else.

	She kneels beside me and brushes a red strand out of my face. “What beautiful red hair you have. But why are you crying, my little one?” 
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