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  For Via Christus Community Church —


  thanks for walking with me on this journey.


  Foreword


  In Everyday Justice Julie Clawson challenges us to recognize that every choice we make has implications that reverberate around the world. How we dress, what we eat, where we shop are all ethical choices that should be informed and molded by our faith. This is a challenge that we both constantly struggle with as we grapple with how to translate our faith and these implications into tangible, doable actions.


  In the midst of our struggle we are challenged by a growing number of young people who, like Julie, are convinced that their faith should impact all these daily decisions. They recognize that at the center of our faith is a God who intends to transform and make new all creation. Our God cares deeply for all the people of the world and challenges us to commit our lives to being a part of that transformation, which means committing ourselves to justice and creation care as a way of life, not just as a theology we salute.


  I (Christine) did not grow up in an environment that encouraged me to think about issues of justice. The idea that my everyday choices could have dire consequences for people I have never met and probably never will meet was quite foreign to me. To be honest it did not occur to me that these decisions had anything to do with my faith either until I started traveling in Africa and Asia. There I met some of the people who grew my coffee beans and sewed my cheap clothes. Suddenly these people had faces—faces marked by suffering and pain because of my indifference. Their starving children were no longer news clips on the eleven o’clock news but children I cared about and longed to see have the same life advantages I take for granted.


  It wasn’t that I had directly hurt them or their families, but my silence spoke volumes. I started to realize that every time I bought something produced in a sweatshop, my silence meant that I didn’t care if the workers were paid unjust wages. Every time I purchased food that had been sprayed with toxic chemicals, my silence spoke of my complicity in environmental pollution. And every time I purchased coffee produced by peasant farmers who received virtually nothing for their long hard labor, I contributed to their poverty and unjust toil.


  Part of what Julie does in Everyday Justice is what I experienced during my time in Africa and Asia. She makes the people who grow our food and produce our clothes come to life for us. She helps us to see that they too are our neighbors even though they may live on the other side of the world. More than that she enables us to see them as children whom God loves and whom Christ died for. And of course that recognition forces all of us to view our lives and our daily decisions in a different light.


  Recognizing the ethical dilemmas of daily life and grappling with these as a part of our life journey is not easy for any of us. It means we have to make hard decisions on a daily basis, which can be overwhelming. Often we feel we don’t know where to turn for answers.


  Everyday Justice filled us with hope as we read Julie’s insights and the practical ideas she shares of how we can make decisions that really will bring everyday justice. These suggestions are possible for all of us to implement without panicking or feeling overwhelmed. They are small ways in which we can all become a part of God’s mustard-seed movement that is quietly changing our world.


  We invite you to join this exciting journey with followers of Jesus from around the globe and recognize that your life too can make a difference in our troubled world. As we commit ourselves to everyday acts of justice, together we can bring glimpses of God’s shalom world of wholeness and abundance into being.


  Tom and Christine Sine


  Warning!


  Read Before Proceeding
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  Don’t panic. I think any book on living justly needs to have those words displayed prominently across the cover. With respect to Douglas Adams, whose Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy has those very words inscribed in large, friendly letters on the cover, I think those of us exploring how to integrate justice into our lives need a reminder not to panic.


  All too often I find that conversations that involve changing our lifestyles result in us feeling overwhelmed at the sheer immensity of the problem. There is too much hurt out there, too much that needs to change, and too much to tackle all at once. From just becoming aware of the needs in the world, to realizing that our lifestyle choices make a difference, to understanding how our faith informs how we approach justice issues, we can feel shaken to the core.


  Encountering new ideas and allowing those ideas to change who we are is a huge step for most of us. Too often we live compartmentalized lives that don’t allow for the different spheres of our existence to interact. Church is separate from shopping. Our morning latte doesn’t connect with our volunteer work (besides giving us a needed caffeine boost). Our waste disposal habits are removed from our politics. They each exist separately and apart in our hectic lives.


  But encountering justice issues changes all of that. Our lives are no longer just a series of unrelated tasks and errands with the occasional leisure activity thrown in when there’s time. Our lives are part of a bigger picture. Our local, everyday choices reverberate around the world. And at the center, pushing and informing all of those choices, is our faith. Life suddenly becomes a lot more complicated. Acting justly every day means developing awareness about the problems in the world; it means changing how we shop, how we dress and how we drive; it means starting to see our each and every action as an ethical choice.


  So you can begin to see why the warning “Don’t panic” might be necessary. Making sense of all this stuff, much less actually doing anything about it, seems nearly impossible. Even if we want to jump headfirst into a life of living justly, we may fear that we will drown in the vastness of the problems. We want to change the world, but sometimes it’s hard to even know where to begin. We panic, we get overwhelmed, and we let our feelings of inadequacy paralyze us. We see acting justly as an all-or-nothing endeavor, and because we can’t do it all, we often end up doing nothing.


  This book exists to help us start doing something by giving concrete and practical steps to help us live justly in the everyday. I fully admit to the enormity of the problems, which are often too much for one person to fully grasp. The pain and suffering in this world are immense, as are the many systemic injustices that perpetuate cultures of poverty and oppression. I will explore some of the stories of ways systemic injustices are played out in people’s lives and then examine ways that our lifestyle choices exacerbate the problems. This may shock and overwhelm you at times, but the point is not to leave you feeling guilty and helpless. This book tells the intricate and complicated stories of injustice for specific reasons: (1) so we can see how our Christian faith should inform our response to those issues and (2) so we can discover practical ways we can start working for justice in our day-to-day lives.


  To change the world, we must start somewhere. It can be easy to sign a petition, wear a bracelet, put a banner on our blog or a bumper sticker on our car, or simply give money to help with a cause, but to really start effecting change we have to actually start tweaking the way we live.


  And yes, I said tweak—not overhaul.


  Asking people to completely overhaul their lives after reading a book is unrealistic. Such a request prompts the feelings of panic I mentioned before. A few of us might be ready for the overhaul, but we are all capable of tweaking. All of us can discern where God is leading us to alter our lives—to change one thing at a time, taking the time to really understand and get behind our actions. Sometimes insisting that the revolution be slow means that it will actually be doable.


  I like the approach Benjamin Franklin took to becoming a virtuous person. Somewhat tongue-in-cheek, Franklin “conceiv’d the bold and arduous Project of arriving at moral Perfection.”[1] He then compiled a list of thirteen virtues he desired to incorporate into his life. Discovering he “had undertaken a Task of more Difficulty than [he] had imagined,”[2] he decided against vowing to start living completely virtuously immediately (as many of us do every New Year’s Day). Instead he decided to tackle one virtue a week as he worked his way to his desired state of perfection. Using an eighteenth-century, pen-and-paper spreadsheet to keep track of his progress, he embarked on the quest for virtue. He, of course, discovered that he had many more faults than he expected, but over time, he had the pleasure of watching those faults diminish as virtue increased.


  Those of us seeking to live justly wouldn’t be amiss to follow Franklin’s example. One thing at a time. Slow, step-by-step changes in our lives. This book presents sometimes-overwhelming amounts of information, yet this book hardly scratches the surface of many of the issues. The point is not to force change on people or to expect everyone’s journey into everyday justice to look the same. This book is a starting line. I hope it will provide some helpful information to acquaint you with the nature of the conversation and provide some good ideas on how to respond. But you need to take it at your own pace. Research the issues that strike you; go deeper on those that touch your heart. Explore more on what the Bible has to say about justice. Try a new type of food. Watch a documentary. Shop at a different store. Do what you can when you can.


  And like I said: just don’t panic.


  Introduction


  
    The Spirit of the Lord is on me,

    because he has anointed me

    to proclaim good news to the poor.


    He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners

    and recovery of sight for the blind,


    to set the oppressed free,

    to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. (Lk 4:18-19)

  


  Jesus came to loose the chains of injustice. He came to set the captives free. The book of Luke records that, at the inauguration of his public ministry, Jesus stood up and read those words from the scroll of Isaiah. Luke then writes:


  [Jesus] rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” (Lk 4:20-21)


  Jesus knew his people lived under oppression. The Roman military government controlled them and occupied their land. Jesus offered a way of peace and love even amidst their lack of freedom. He knew his people needed change—a revolution to establish a new way of living. But in his typical upside-down fashion, he proposed a revolution more radical than any violent uprising, more subversive than any secret army: a revolution of justice guided by his principles of compassion and love.


  Most of us know that Jesus suffered and died to set us free from the power of sin, but that is only part of the gospel story. His mission and message actually extend far beyond that. By setting people free from the oppression of sin within us, Jesus enables us to live differently from the oppressive and unjust systems of the world around us as well. His life, death and resurrection inaugurated a new kingdom, and he taught his disciples to live according to the revolutionary values of this kingdom of God: to care for the needy, to treat one’s enemies with love, to feed the hungry, to work for justice. And then he told them to go and make more disciples, “teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” (Mt 28:20). Jesus wanted this peaceful revolution, his kingdom of justice and love, to spread.


  I believe the way of justice that Jesus demonstrated and called us to live is possible. I believe we can live out love and peace and justice in our day-to-day lives. But I rarely see it happening around me—in the world or in the church. Sure, there are pockets of it, communities here and there that promote justice, but working for justice is not a widespread spiritual practice in many churches. I’ve yet to witness the revolution Jesus came to start—which is why I work toward it myself.


  With God’s help, as much as I can, I seek to live justly. But I didn’t always care about justice or understand how my everyday actions affected the world around me. Justice wasn’t brought up much in the churches I attended, so it took digging deep into the Bible myself before I realized that living justly is a major part of what God asks of his followers.


  In a chapel session during my freshman year at Wheaton College, I was introduced to the global impact of my daily choices. The speaker detailed how major soft drink companies contributed to the genocide in Darfur as they sought to protect their trade sources above all else.[1] The information shocked me, having never considered that what I chose to fill my cup with in the cafeteria had implications for people halfway around the globe. That was my first wake-up call, and since then, I have been discovering how important to my faith it is to live justly.


  Choosing to follow Jesus is more than just adhering to a set of beliefs; it is an invitation into an entirely new way of living in the world. We’re not called to merely sit around and wait for heaven after we die. Rather we are called to help God’s kingdom come and his will be done “on earth as it is in heaven.” The life he calls us to involves walking with Jesus and carrying the cross with him, caring for the things he cared about: Seeking justice. Rescuing the oppressed. Living a life of love and peace. Understanding this has been a journey for me, and as I work for justice, I hope to encourage others to join me along the way.


  Living justly is not only possible, it’s necessary today more than ever. Injustices abound in this hurting world, but Jesus calls his church to do something about it. This book is about “doing something.” Sometimes, with all the celebrity hype around justice issues, it is hard to understand what Christians are called to actually do, and it is even harder to grasp tangible ways to do whatever that is. This book provides an overview of what the Bible says about justice, what current justice-needs exist in the world today and what exactly we can do about them. It won’t answer every question or explore every detail, but I hope it will help you gain a better understanding of what God’s mandate to “act justly” means in your life.


  But first I think we need to back up a step and define what this word justice is all about.


  Understanding Justice


  Defining justice can be a bit slippery. I’ve heard it defined as “equality and fairness,” “common decency” or “enforcing laws.” The dictionary isn’t much help either with its definition: “to act or treat justly.”[2] (I thought you weren’t supposed to use the word in the definition!) While all of these definitions hint at what biblical justice is all about, they don’t quite present the full picture.


  Justice, at its very core, deals with relationships—our relationships to God, to each other and to the world. The Bible tells us that we are made in the image of God (Gen 1:27), implying that we, in a sense, represent God to the world. This responsibility of bearing God’s image ought to define our relationships, as we are to reflect God’s image to each other and have that image reflect back to God in everything that we do. And if God’s character is love, as we are told in 1 John 4:16, then to reflect God’s image is to reflect love to others in the form of care, compassion and concern for their well-being. To act justly, then, is to represent God’s love to each other and thereby honor the image of God in the other person as well.


  But because of sin, our relationships are broken and in need of healing. Whether we intend to or not, our everyday actions hurt others and damage those relationships. Through anger and malice, self-centeredness and greed, we deny the image of God in others and fail to reflect God’s love to them. We treat others unfairly or unequally, using them as objects that can be exploited for personal gain. We oppress them, torture them and kill them—or simply ignore them—instead of seeing them as our brothers and sisters, created in the image of God, just like us. In other words, we treat them with injustice. This results in what theologian Scot McKnight calls “cracked eikons”—broken reflections of the image of God.[3]


  These are hard words, and they probably seem distant from the day-to-day reality of our lives. Most of us can’t recall ever killing a person, but this book will explore the ways we often unwittingly participate in these injustices. The purpose is not to make us feel guilty but to help us stop and seek justice instead. What is obvious is that we live in a world full of brokenness. Damaged relationships lay strewn about us and the longing to be healed and whole is unshakable. We want a better world—a world without the brokenness.


  But we aren’t without hope. Through his life, death and resurrection, Jesus made possible the healing and the restoration of our relationships. Jesus offers forgiveness to each of us and provides us with the strength to extend that forgiveness to others. Through him, our brokenness and damaged relationships can begin to heal. Choosing to accept that healing is choosing to join Jesus in his mission of restoring the image of God in people. Jesus called us to serve as his hands and feet by helping to restore relationships through acts of justice, which flow from our love for God and love for others.


  Justice can thus be defined simply as the practical outworking of loving God and others. Or as Dr. Cornel West puts it, “justice is what love looks like in public.”[4] Jesus tells us that the greatest commandments are to “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’ ” (Lk 10:27). These commands cover all of our relationships. When we choose to love God and love others, we have no choice but to treat others with respect and fairness as we acknowledge them as fellow image-bearers. We have to treat them as we ourselves desire to be treated and act in ways that show concern for their welfare. In other words, if we are to truly live out the command to love then we have to act justly.


  But this definition doesn’t represent the way most of us typically speak of justice. So let’s expand this understanding a bit and explore a common conception of justice in light of this biblical understanding of justice.


  Justice as punishment versus justice as restoration. The familiar phrase “making sure justice is served” better represents the common conception of justice. In this phrase, justice refers to “punishment for wrongdoing” (e.g., a criminal commits a crime and must pay the consequences). We speak of the Department of Justice, justices of the peace or even that famous band of superheroes, the Justice League. These groups make sure the laws of society are followed . . . or else. That “or else” implies that the people who make up those groups will inflict justice, meaning “punishment,” on those who transgress.


  However, justice in the biblical sense, as used above, carries a much deeper meaning than mere punishment—a meaning that includes healing and restoration as well. In punishing criminals, we hope that they will eventually be restored, so they can then go and live rightly. Justice, in its most basic sense in the English language, implies living righteously: being morally right, equitable, fair. One of the earliest recorded usages of the concept in Old English was when the term rehtwisnisse (“righteousness”) was used as a translation of the Latin term justitia (“justice”).[5] In addition, the most common Hebrew, tsedeq, and Greek, dikaios, words for these concepts are alternately translated in English as both “righteousness” and “justice.” To live righteously is to live justly; they are one and the same.


  The public versus private distinctions implied in our modern understanding of righteousness and justice didn’t exist during biblical times. In other words, righteousness is more than just personal piety or private moral character; it has both individual and social implications. It involves our relationship with God and with others, following the call to love them as we love ourselves. Loving others by seeking what is right, good and fair for them is not only how we act justly, it is also how we live righteously.


  Justice then becomes much more than simply a punishment for wrongdoing. Instead of only punishing wrongdoers in the hope that they will then live rightly, biblical justice involves healing the brokenness that marred our relationships with each other in the first place. Justice, in this sense, involves restoring broken relationships between people, and putting right all the ways sin and injustice harm ourselves, each other and the world. No doubt putting right the wrongs will sometimes require punishing the wrongdoers—to prevent them from continuing in their injustices and, perhaps, to make them aware of the seriousness of their actions. But a fuller application of justice would actually be to restore the wrongdoers to whole and healed relationships as well. If we respect the image of God in all people, then we need to not only heal the ways that image has been marred in the victims of injustice, we need to also heal the ways the image of God is marred in the perpetrators of injustice.


  The true practice of justice thus moves away from retribution (punishment) and toward restoration. We restore broken relationships, we restore families torn asunder, and we even restore damaged land so that life may survive and flourish. To live justly in our own lives means living so that this restoration can happen. Justice, understood exclusively in terms of punishment, involves tearing people down, but justice, understood as righteousness and restoration, results in helping people rebuild—both perpetrators and victims.


  For instance, we can prosecute and punish those who engage in human sex trafficking, but true justice doesn’t stop there. Truly restorative justice must also involve helping the women and children who are victims of this evil to regain their lives and their dignity, and it could even involve bringing the traffickers to a point of genuine remorse and repentance for their evil—so they too could eventually be restored as the whole and healed people God created them to be.


  Or, to take another example, if we act justly so that poor farmers receive a fair wage for the work they do, then their lives will be restored. They will have money to buy food and send their children to school, and their dignity as human beings who are treated with respect and fairness will be reestablished. Justice, in this case, has nothing to do with punishment and everything to do with restoration.


  This restoration is what the Bible says is happening when justice gets lived out. I love how The Message version of the Bible translates Isaiah 58:9-12:


  
    If you get rid of unfair practices,

    quit blaming victims,

    quit gossiping about other people’s sins,


    If you are generous with the hungry

    and start giving yourselves to the down-and-out,


    Your lives will begin to glow in the darkness,

    your shadowed lives will be bathed in sunlight.


    I will always show you where to go.

    I’ll give you a full life in the emptiest of places—

    firm muscles, strong bones.


    You’ll be like a well-watered garden,

    a gurgling spring that never runs dry.


    You’ll use the old rubble of past lives to build anew,

    rebuild the foundations from out of your past.


    You’ll be known as those who can fix anything,

    restore old ruins, rebuild and renovate,

    make the community livable again.

  


  Choosing to live justly—getting rid of unfair practices and, for example, being generous with the hungry—results in restoration and healing. It is a beautiful outpouring of the way God intends us to live. If we engage in right living (righteousness) by acting justly, we will help provide a just way of life for others. We will help make our communities, and the community of the whole world, livable again.


  So What Does This Call to Justice Involve?


  It sounds great to talk about restoring broken relationships and healing the world, but it’s a tad harder to figure out exactly how to go about doing so. It may be easy to see that people are hungry, but seeing how we deny the image of God in others is a bit more difficult. We may not tend to think that the ways we live our everyday lives have much effect on the lives of others, but our circle of influence is actually much larger than we think.


  The youth pastor I had as a teenager liked the statement, “Every decision has a price tag.” I think he intended it to scare us away from behaviors like premarital sex and drinking, but I believe its application can go much further. Every decision we make does carry a price, but that price is often paid by the people whose lives are affected by our actions. Every decision we make is an ethical decision, which forces us to choose whether we will act out of love or end up denying the image of God in others.


  For example, that banana my daughter ate for breakfast this morning involved an ethical decision. By buying and eating that banana, I support everything that banana represents. If that banana was grown by farmers who were kept in near-slavelike conditions, paid pennies a day, exposed to hazardous chemicals and beaten by hired terrorists if they protested their work conditions, I am supporting those things.


  Or how about my T-shirt? If a fourteen-year-old girl, who is forced to work in a factory because her parents owe money to the owner (money they borrowed to pay for medical bills), made my T-shirt, and she is paid, maybe, five cents a shirt (that I paid $19.99 for) by the owner who also forces her to sleep with him in order to keep her job, then I am supporting her exploitation and rape.


  Don’t get me wrong: I know no one reading this book consciously supports slavery, terrorism, exploitation or rape. But we vote with our money, spent on such bananas or T-shirts, and we make the ethical decision to support those very things whether we intend to or not. We effectively deny the image of God in those workers by telling them that our shopping habits and consumer needs are more important than their dignity of life. The cost they are paying is the price tag of our decisions.


  Living justly means understanding the impact of our decisions. It involves not only an awareness of the needs of others but also choosing to love others in a way that cares for their needs. It forces us to take a hard look at how our everyday choices (what we wear, what we eat, what we drive, etc.) affect others. An important aspect of acting justly is to first stop being complicit in injustice. As the Isaiah passage mentions, the justice God wants from us involves being “generous with the hungry,” but also getting “rid of unfair practices.” We will still need to be consumers, but instead of becoming complicit in injustice, we can promote ethical consumption. Ethical consumption implies that we will apply our moral values and ethical standards to our consumer habits. We don’t opt out of a necessary system, but we attempt to redeem it as we live by a more consistent ethic.


  But justice is complicated. Sometimes it is hard to know how our decisions affect others, and it is even harder to discover loving alternatives. To make things worse, acting justly involves some serious lifestyle changes that can be really difficult. That’s okay. The point isn’t to instantly create a perfectly just world with the wave of some magic wand. Justice is a journey that is different for every person, and it proceeds at differing speeds. There is no need to get overwhelmed. If we each start small and promote justice where we can, when we can, that marks the beginning of the revolution of love. All we have to do is take that first step into the call that Jesus gave us to love others. And then take the next, and the next, and the next . . .


  Justice Is for Everyone


  Churches often talk about our different callings or giftings. Some are called to be teachers, others to be evangelists, etc., but of course, no one person is expected to do it all. But justice is different. Just as we wouldn’t say that some are called to be right­eous while others are not, we can’t say that justice is reserved for a select few either. Justice isn’t something to regulate to a committee or talk about once a year. It isn’t something for just the young or the old, or for just the super-committed or super-mature believers. Justice, in all its various forms, is for everyone. We might each live it out differently, but God expects us all to seek justice.


  The Bible records that God has shown us what he requires of us, which is to act justly, love mercy and to walk humbly with God (Mic 6:8). God wants us to be known as people who love justice, and to even boast that we follow a God who loves justice. In Jeremiah 9:23-24 we read,


  
    This is what the LORD says:


    “Let not the wise boast of their wisdom

    or the strong boast of their strength

    or the rich boast of their riches,


    but let those who boast boast about this:

    that they understand and know me,


    that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness,

    justice and righteousness on earth,

    for in these I delight,” declares the LORD.

  


  God delights in justice and desires for us, for all of us, to delight in it as well. Unfortunately recent discussions in the church have left many believing that justice issues are only for certain types of churches or certain political parties. The call to act justly often gets lost in dichotomizing dialogues and misunderstandings. The height of these tensions—the conservative-liberal divide—sadly causes discussions about justice to be tainted with those polarized extremes. For example, if a liberal group talks about caring for the environment, then that must be a liberal issue and, therefore, taboo for good conservatives. Similarly if a conservative group rallies to reduce abortions then that becomes solely a conservative issue.


  The problem with this sort of labeling is that it undermines productive dialogue, and it stands in the way of making any real progress or accomplishing true justice. By shuffling justice issues into the conservative and liberal camps we decide that the issues promoted by people different than us are, at best, not important, and at worst, representative of all the bad things we don’t like about the other side. We can’t see past the labels and actually look for the truth in what others are saying, and thus we risk ignoring justice issues that God would have us care about.


  Furthermore, when we start labeling according to us-versus-them categories, we blind ourselves to the human reality of the issues. We forget who we are seeking justice for as we get entrenched in our own ideology. People living in poverty and oppression should not be dismissed as merely a liberal or a conservative issue. They are hungry and exploited. God created them in his image and we are to love them. Not just some of us, either. All of us.


  When Jesus said in Matthew 25:35, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat,” he didn’t add the disclaimer “when it agreed with your political agenda.” No, Jesus told us to feed the hungry. Period. That’s regardless of our (or their) political persuasion. God is bigger than twenty-first-century American politics. And while it’s okay to have political convictions, they shouldn’t stand in the way of the call to act justly.


  I hope this book will stretch you to take off the liberal or conservative lens and see the world differently. The call to self-sacrificial love should always supersede whatever is written on our voter registration cards. If you thought some justice issues were only issues for them to care about, I hope this book can demonstrate that all followers of Christ should care about justice issues wherever they arise.


  Let’s Dive In


  This book exists as a resource and a guide to acting justly. In it you will find discussions of everyday justice issues, biblical guidelines for interacting with those issues and practical steps for acting justly in those areas. Some things might be shocking and new to you, while others may reflect how you are already living and loving others. I hope that everyone can find some help in his or her justice journey within these pages, but don’t feel pressured into doing everything—or limited into doing only the things listed here. This is a place to start, not the final (or only) word on living justly.


  To help paint the picture of how justice touches our day-to-day lives, I’ll start each chapter with brief vignettes that focus on everyday people encountering justice issues. Each of these people knows something about justice issues but not enough to know what to do about them. Often the thought of fitting justice into an already-busy schedule overwhelms them. Their responses, questions and even excuses echo the sentiments expressed by many regarding justice issues.


  From there, I’ll address the issues these people have encountered and explore how they can alter their lifestyles to pursue justice in a particular area. I’ll also tell stories from around the world that put faces on these issues and remind us that our choices affect real people. We’ll dig even deeper as we explore what the Bible has to say about justice, and for each issue we look at, I’ll include concrete steps that we can take to live justly. If you want additional information about a particular topic, at the end of every chapter is a list of resources you can delve into to discover more.[6] Learning how to act justly every day is an ongoing process, and I hope that these resources will help you proceed in that journey.


  God loves justice and calls us to share that love as well. Let’s dive into the life God wants us to live and start acting justly.


  1
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  Mark glanced at his watch. Although he was running a few minutes late, he figured he still had time for his morning ritual: a cup of coffee at the corner coffee chain. As he parked his car and headed inside, he wondered what today’s trivia question would be. Even with just a ten-cent discount on the line, answering the store’s daily trivia question had become a minor obsession for Mark. So he smiled as he wondered what sort of arcane lore he would have to rack his brain for today.


  He barely glanced at the college student behind the counter as he ordered his regular—medium, skim latte, extra hot—and read the question of the day posted on a blackboard behind her. “What is the name of our new line of coffee that is sustainably grown and whose production guarantees the growers are paid fair wages?”


  Mark rolled his eyes as he remembered the huge display at the front of the store.


  “The Fair Trade Jungle Blend,” he said to the barista.


  She gave him a quizzical look.


  “The answer to the trivia question,” he prompted.


  “Oh, yeah. You’re right. Sorry. No one else has bothered answering that yet today. You get the discount.”


  As he took out his wallet to pay, Mark asked, “So if this is a new line of coffee, does that mean that the rest of the coffee you serve here isn’t sustainably produced or doesn’t pay the workers fair wages?”


  The barista gave him a confused look and shrugged. “I’m not sure what you mean. You can take the flier about the Jungle Blend; I’m sure it will explain all about it. I just sell the stuff. . . . That will be $3.45.”


  Aware of the growing line behind him, Mark quickly paid for his coffee. He spared a brief glance at the Jungle Blend display as he left, noticing the poster of the smiling Latin American farmers standing under a canopy of trees. Happy workers growing coffee with traditional methods that cared for the land. It all seems rather idyllic, he thought as he walked out to his car, the way I’ve always thought coffee has been grown. As he took a sip of his latte, it troubled him a little; he wondered why the store needed to advertise that one of their lines of coffee brought a fair wage to its growers. He knew enough about business to know that highlighting something like that meant that it was special and different. But since when did paying people fairly for their work become the exception not the norm?
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