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CHAPTER ONE
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INTRODUCTION: FROM UNLOVED ODDITY TO CULT CLASSIC


Just as with most of the best ‘cult’ car stories, the tale of the VW-Porsche 914 is one of a troubled but much-needed birth that is littered with broken promises. Born out of necessity and need rather than want and desire, the little, odd, but daringly styled two-seater sports car consistently faced challenges both large and small through its fleeting life of six and a half years. Yet, perhaps by way of being based on both contemporary Volkswagen and Porsche technology, the car rose above them all. However, the Porsche 914 still remains one of the most – if not the most – forgotten and generally unloved Porsches in the Stuttgart company’s illustrious history.


SIMPLY UNTHINKABLE


The idea of a non-911 Porsche in the late 1960s horrified many. A Porsche with an engine that was not in the back was simply unthinkable. However, with an entry-level model that was creeping up in price, something cheaper was needed to entice buyers. Volkswagen was also experiencing problems of its own – relying too much on the successful Beetle was becoming a problem. The one-model policy made it hard for the Wolfsburg concern to move on without alienating the legions of Beetle owners who had been so loyal to the company. New car ideas had come and gone, some more successful than others. The 914 was seen as a car that could inject a shot of glamour to VW’s slightly worthy and dependable range of air-cooled cars.
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The little two-seater sports car that is the VW-Porsche/Porsche 914 was born to two parents with opposing needs. Volkswagen wanted a car that would add glamour to its range, while Porsche desired an entry-level model.
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Low-slung looks and bright colours make the VW-Porsche/Porsche 914 period perfect. There is no mistaking the decade it comes from.





With mixed parentage and personality clashes among board members of both companies, the small two-seater 914 was compromised from the outset. With one company responsible for the engineering and the other for the design, the end result was always going to be a product with a mixed view on the world. Confused marketing messages and badging did not help either; aspirational Porsche buyers could not see past the Volkswagen engine that powered the 4-cylinder models and the lack of cachet, while an expensive list price put off many of the buying public who were used to cheaper VWs. Divisive looks just added to the problems.


PIVOTAL PART


But what classic car enthusiasts forget is both how much of a success the 914 was and the pivotal part it played in setting the template for other non-rearengined Porsches. A two-seater roadster was never going to be a volume seller, but with around 119,000 VW-Porsche/Porsche 914s leaving the Karmann production lines from 1969 to 1975, it can be considered a sales success. While it was still a niche model, the 914 actually proved very popular and outsold contemporary rivals such as the Opel GT.


And once you have experienced the diminutive two-seater it is easy to see why so many fell, and continue to fall, for its charms. The removable targa top means that the roadster can handle both fair or foul weather, and the combination of engineering from both a mass-market car maker and a sports-car manufacturer ensures a mostly reliable mechanical make-up.


Although challenging to some, low-slung looks and bright colours make the 1970s 914 period perfect, while a wide and comfortable cabin accommodates all drivers. Near ideal weight distribution and a low centre of gravity (the mid-engine layout meant that the 914 could achieve higher cornering G-forces than the contemporary 911) make for deft and nimble handling and with the air-cooled engine burbling away behind you on a summer’s day and the targa panel tucked away in the boot, it is very easy to become addicted to the car’s simple appeal.


The 914 is surprisingly adaptable, too, with seemingly no power train unable to be slotted in under that flat rear end. Enterprising modern enthusiasts have converted their 914s to accept electric motors in these pollution-minded times, while others venture to the opposite end of the scale and shoehorn all-American V8s just behind the occupants’ ears. Even a rotary Wankel engine has been fitted in that tight spot behind the two-seater cabin.


MOTOR SPORT ACCOMPLISHMENTS


Perhaps even less well known than the car itself are the motor sport accomplishments that the baby Porsche celebrated, including class and overall wins at the fearsome Le Mans and Nürburgring circuits against much more revered and powerful competition. How can these be classed as anything other than successes?


In terms of changing the fortunes of Porsche, the 914 was the company’s first mid-engined ‘massmarket’ production car. The little two-seater may have taken inspiration from the mid-engined racewinning Porsches of the 1960s of course, but it took that layout to the road. It was another twenty years until a successor was created, but the 914 set the influential path for the later and hugely successful Boxster of the mid-1990s.


Indirectly, through its non-rear-engined layout, it also let Porsche see the merit in front-engined cars, too. The 924, 944, 968 and 928 were also very popular, even though Audi, Porsche and Volkswagen joint-project origins dictated elements of the 924. It proved that there was more to Porsche than the 911. Enthusiasts also forget that the 914 may have trail-blazed a path for modern-day midengined sports cars such as the Toyota MR2.
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Often seen as a failure, the 914 is anything but. Sales of almost 119,000 units is reason enough for it to be classed a success, but a class win at Le Mans and a 1–2–3 at the fearsome Nürburgring proved it was a winner on the track, too.







[image: image]


The baby Porsche roadster paved the way for the later and similar Boxster and is now enjoying a starring role as a budget classic, some forty-five years after it first hit the road. JOHANNES ROUSSEL
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As well as a loyal following from enthusiasts, the 914 also commanded respect from the law enforcers, enjoying a long career with the Dutch police forces in particular.





Every so often the rumours circulate that Porsche and Volkswagen will once again collaborate on a small, affordable sports car. As yet, those rumours are unfounded. Excitement levels peak, only to be tempered again by denials from both companies. The most recent and hopeful revival in 2014 once again only served to disappoint enthusiasts, but now that the two companies are entwined more than ever before – added to the fact that VW also owns Karmann – who knows what the future may bring?


LOYAL FOLLOWING


The 914 has long been overlooked as the ‘poor man’s’ sports car from Stuttgart, or, worse still, not even being accepted in Porsche aficionado circles at all. But, with rising values, a loyal following on both the Volkswagen and Porsche scenes on both sides of the Atlantic and regular appearances at high-profile classic car events such as the 2015 Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance, the 914’s star is shining ever brighter. Maybe now, around forty-five years after the first examples hit the road, its time has finally – and deservedly – come.




CHAPTER TWO
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FAMILY TIES


Numerous Porsche family personalities are common to the once small sports-car maker from Stuttgart and the industrial might that is Volkswagen. It was therefore inevitable that the two German car makers’ paths would be closely entwined from the very beginnings of both companies. The early years of Volkswagen’s and Porsche’s histories are so interlinked that is difficult to mention one without the other. The much-documented Ferdinand Porsche and Volkswagen Beetle connection has long passed into automotive folklore.


Fast forward to the present day, when Volkswagen AG owns the Porsche manufacturing brand outright, and in turn is owned 52.2 per cent by the Porsche and Pïech families through their holding company Porsche SE.
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The histories of Porsche and Volkswagen have been interlinked since the early 1930s. Ferdinand Porsche designed the VW Beetle under contract from Adolf Hitler. The popular Porsche 911 sports coupé has been referred to as a ‘posh Beetle’ in certain circles …
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The 356 was the first volume production car to wear the Porsche badge. The small two-seater coupé and roadster used a development of the Volkswagen Beetle engine and shared other parts with the mass-produced car. PORSCHE AG





However, before this point was reached, the two companies created, developed and sold some of the most recognizable and successful cars in the automotive industry. Here are some of the more notable.


PORSCHE: GERMAN FOR SPORTS CAR


Think Porsche and most enthusiasts will recollect the 911, Porsche’s longest-serving and most-revered model. Others went before and more have followed since the iconic coupé’s introduction, with engines in the front, rear and middle. Mostly associated with sports and racing cars, Porsche has diversified in recent years with the arrival of SUVs and four-door ‘saloons’ in its range. But all of them share a sporting gene – and that gene has been synonymous with Porsche since the company’s inception.


356: First Production Model


Established in 1948, Porsche’s first volume sports car and production model was the 356. Closely related to the 1938 Volkswagen Beetle designed by Ferdinand Porsche, the small rear-engined coupé used the Porsche-designed VW engine, though with significant changes, as well as many other Volkswagen-sourced mechanical items. In addition to a new camshaft, crankshaft, cylinder heads, intake and exhaust manifolds, dual carburettors lifted power to twice that of the Volkswagen saloon. The 40bhp 356 boasted a combination of comfort, reliability, but, most of all, sports-car agility. Component shortages in post-war Germany had dictated the shared VW parts, but Porsche-designed engines and components followed in the 1950s.


Ferdinand Porsche possessed an impressive engineering pedigree, having held posts at numerous German engineering firms during the early twentieth century. He also designed the Auto Union V16 Grand Prix cars before World War II. Ferdinand Porsche’s son, Ferdinand ‘Ferry’ Porsche, and daughter Louise set up Dr Ing h.c. F. Porsche GmbH in Gmünd, Austria, in 1948. The younger Porsche signed an agreement with Heinz Nordhoff, head man at Volkswagen, which allowed the sports-car company to use VW components as well as its sales and service network. The first fifty-two examples of the 356 were handbuilt in a small garage during 1949, before Porsche leased space in the Reutter body factory in Zuffenhausen near Stuttgart during 1950.
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Ferdinand Porsche possessed a strong engineering pedigree. As well as creating the Volkswagen Beetle for Adolf Hitler in the late 1930s, he also designed racing cars. The 356 ‘Number 1’ Roadster seen in the foreground of this picture was the first car to bear the Porsche name. PORSCHE AG





While the body was designed by Beetle stylist Erwin Komenda, the stylish and aerodynamic 356 was created by Ferry Porsche. The pretty sports car captured many drivers’ hearts and established a reputation for its aerodynamics, fun and handling, as well as its above average build quality. Both a hardtop coupé and soft-top cabriolet were offered, with the model evolving in a now-typical evolutionary Porsche fashion until its withdrawal in April 1965. Ferdinand Porsche died in 1951 due to ill health and the toll that World War II had taken on him. But, with bodies produced by Reutter, 356 production numbers were soon on the rise and demand from the US followed. In 1963, Porsche took over Reutter and relocated permanently to Zuffenhausen.
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VW Beetle stylist Erwin Komenda (far left) designed the lines of the 1948 Porsche 356, which was the work of Ferry Porsche (centre). His father Ferdinand Porsche (right) had engineered many of the mechanical parts when creating the small Volkswagen. PORSCHE AG





911: The Iconic Porsche


The 911 coupé is probably the car that most resembles Porsche in the public’s consciousness. Developed as a larger and more powerful replacement for the lightweight 356, the 911 also served up additional comfort. Designed as a two-door 2+2 coupé, the 911 built on the 356’s curvaceous looks, but updated them for the modern age. Once again, Erwin Komenda was involved with the design, but ultimately the new coupé’s graceful looks were the work of Ferry Porsche’s son, Ferdinand Alexander ‘Butzi’ Porsche. A prototype, the Porsche 695 or T7, was produced in 1961, with a front end that stayed almost unchanged on the final 911 production car. The most noticeable amendment to the shape was the glasshouse, which soon became Porsche’s automotive signature. Ungainly and almost square on the 695, the 911 sported a much more elegant window line.
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The Porsche 911 arrived in 1963 to replace the 356. Ferry Porsche’s son, Ferdinand Alexander ‘Butzi’ Porsche, penned the lines and updated the 356’s curvaceous looks for a more modern time. PORSCHE AG





Designated the ‘901’ during development and displayed as such at the Frankfurt motor show in September 1963, a protest from French car manufacturer Peugeot a year later claimed it had the exclusive rights to three-figure car names with a ‘0’ in the middle in France, so 901 became 911. The legend was born.


September 1964 saw the start of production. The first cars were fitted with a 130bhp 1991cc horizontally-opposed flat-4 engine and came with a $5,500 price tag in the US. Knowing it was on to something special, Porsche accelerated the 911’s development. New removable roof-panel Targa, high-performance S and lower-priced’ models were all delivered between 1966 and 1970. During the same period, larger engines, fuel injection and semi-automatic transmissions also helped to boost the 911’s success.


Legend: 1973 Carrera RS
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The Carrera RS 2.7 of 1973 was built to take the 911 Group 4 racing. The 2.7-litre 210bhp engine was also used in eight Porsche 914-based 916 models built in 1972. PORSCHE AG





Considered by many Porsche enthusiasts as the cream of the classic 911 tree, the Carrera RS (RS for Rennsport or Race Sport), the motor sport-focused 911 of 1973 was built to enable Porsche to enter racing series that determined a specified number of road cars to be built. With a larger and more powerful 2.7-litre 210bhp engine than a contemporary 911S, the Carrera RS also boasted Bosch fuel injection, bigger brakes, the now infamous ‘Ducktail’ rear spoiler, as well as stiffer suspension, wider wheels and rear bodywork. Build numbers of 1,500 surpassed the 500 deemed necessary for Group 4 racing, while eight Porsche 914-based 916 models produced in 1972 used the Carrera RS’s engine.


Turbo: 911 as Supercar
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The Turbo of 1975 marked the 911’s arrival as a supercar. A 260bhp 3.0-litre engine married giant-killing performance with luxury. The ‘whale tail’ spoiler added downforce to the rear of the car, as well as helping to cool the more powerful engine. PORSCHE AG





The 246km/h (153mph) 911 (930) Turbo arrived in 1975 and marked the coming of age of the 911 as supercar. Combining high performance – 0–60mph came up in 5.5sec – from its 260bhp 2994cc turbocharged engine, the 911 Turbo featured more extrovert styling and added luxury, but never deviated from its roots as an everyday sports car. The first 400 produced satisfied the need for Group 4 competition homologation. In 1978, the basic 911 became the 911 SC, thanks to a 3.0-litre engine and a range of model enhancements designed to broaden its appeal still further.


Cabriolet: First 911 Soft-Top


The first soft-top 911 arrived in 1983. The Cabriolet, like the coupé before it, was an instant hit. It accounted for one-third of total 911 sales in the US and quickly outsold the previous open-top Targa model. The 911 became the Carrera in 1984, with a 3.2-litre engine, while the 250,000th example of Porsche’s legendary coupé was produced in 1987. A major revamp of the car occurred in 1990. The first 964 cars offered were Carrera 2 (rear-wheel drive) and Carrera 4 (four-wheel drive) versions and shared only 15 per cent of their parts with the previous 911 generation. A new Tiptronic automatic gearbox for the rear-wheel drive car offered a choice of both fully automatic and clutchless manual shifts. A Turbo model was reintroduced in 1990 and later used a 357bhp 3.6-litre turbocharged engine.


959: 911 as Rally Car


In 1983, Porsche unveiled the rallying supercar that was the 959. The 959 resembled a 911 on steroids, with exaggerated yet graceful wheel arches, vent-laden bumpers and a rear spoiler that flowed into the bodywork. Originally destined to be yet another future-proof variant of the 911, the 959’s all-wheel drive system seemed to lend itself to rallying, so the car was developed for competition in Group B. A 444bhp flat-6 twin-turbocharged engine powered the aluminium, Kevlar and Nomexconstructed slippery super-911. The road-going car was announced in 1985 when Porsche decreed that it would build 200 street-legal examples to satisfy homologation requirements. The $225,000 customer cars did not actually roll off the production lines until 1987, with 292 959s eventually being built for public consumption. The 959’s biggest motor sport success came at the 1986 Paris–Dakar Rally, when a pair of cars finished the gruelling event in the top two positions.
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The 444bhp four-wheel 959 was Porsche’s rally weapon in the 1980s. Loosely based on the 911, the car’s biggest success was in the 1986 Paris–Dakar Rally. A pair of 959s took the top two positions in the legendary 13,800km (8,575 miles) motor sport event. PORSCHE AG





993: The Final Air-Cooled 911


In 1993, the final incarnation of the air-cooled 911 was unveiled. The front and rear ends were revised once again, while a new multi-link rear suspension system tamed the car’s sometimes ‘wild’ handling. In 1996, the new 993-based 911 Turbo borrowed the all-wheel drive system and twin turbochargers from the Carrera 4 and created a 400bhp supercar. The same year saw the one-millionth Porsche built, as well as the relaunch of the Targa, this time with an electrically operated glass roof that slid behind the rear window.


996: The First All-New 911 since 1964


In 1998, Porsche unveiled the 996-generation 911. Now water-cooled, the coupé was the first 100 per cent new 911 since the model’s birth thirtyfour years earlier (up until the 993, all 911s had been based on the basic bodyshell from the 1964 original). Purists were horrified at the loss of the air-cooled engine tradition, but the horizontallyopposed ‘flat’ layout was retained, the new car still being powered by a 6-cylinder engine.


The 418bhp 996 Turbo made its debut in 2000. With an engine based on the that of the 1998 GT1 Le Mans-winning racing, power was formidable. A year later, the 314km/h (195mph) 911 GT2 debuted, while base Carrera models saw engine outputs increase to 320bhp. All 911s gained 911 Turbo headlights, in addition to reshaped front and rear ends. The Targa and Carrera 4S joined the 911 family in 2002. In all, more than a dozen different 911 variations were spun off the 996.
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The ‘996’ Porsche 911 of 1998 was the first version of the company’s golden child coupé to switch to water cooling. The car was 100 per cent all new, a first in the 911’s history. PORSCHE AG





997: A Familiar Silhouette


The 997-model 911 arrived in 2005 and updated the 996 for a new generation. Carrera and Carrera S versions arrived first; 444bhp Turbo S coupé and cabriolet cars followed. In 2007, the latest 911 Turbo was unveiled – the first series production car with a spark-ignition engine to have a variable blade geometry turbocharger. Alongside it was the more stripped-out and focused 3.6-litre 415bhp 911 GT3. Also in 2007, a 480bhp 911 Turbo Cabriolet provided exhilarating wind in the hair motoring.


Updated 911 Carrera, Carrera S coupé and cabriolet models were unveiled in 2008 and continued the evolutionary development. Direct injection was now a mainstay in the 911 range and a new version of the company’s PDK transmission also became much more commonplace. The US-market 911 GT3 was unveiled in April 2009 and a slew of new and updated 911 variants shared stand space at the Frankfurt Motor Show the same year. The new 911 GT3 RS, GT3 Cup racing car, Turbo, Turbo Cabriolet and the limited edition Sport Classic all fought to wow the German crowds.


991: Technological Showcase


The 991 911 was launched in 2012 and featured only the third all-new platform to underpin Porsche’s iconic sports coupé. Base Carrera versions were the foundations of the new range and had 350bhp 3.4-litre engines. The first 911 to be built largely from aluminium meant that the new car was faster and lighter than the model it replaced. Firsts included a rev-matching seven-speed manual transmission and electromechanical power steering and stop–start systems, new departures for a 911. Turbo models produced a fearsome 520bhp, while Turbo S models enjoyed 40bhp more. Both were fitted with a rear-wheel steering system. New Targa models arrived in January 2014 and paid homage to the original 1960s version by way of a glass ‘dome’ rear window.
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The 2012 991 (right) was based on only the third all-new platform to underpin a 911 in the forty-nine years of the model’s history. Over nearly five decades, the 911 grew in both size and stature. PORSCHE AG





924: New Entry-Level Model


In 1976, the 914 was discontinued and the 924 was unveiled as both its successor and the new entrylevel Porsche. This time around, the least expensive model from the German sports-car manufacturer had its engine at the front, the first Porsche to do so. Fitted with a 125bhp 1984cc water-cooled Audi-developed engine and also built by the Ingolstadt firm, the rear-wheel drive 924 also featured a rear transaxle for optimal weight distribution. 1977 saw the 300,000th Porsche roll off the Zuffenhausen production lines.
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The 924 replaced the 914 in 1976 and was the first front-engined Porsche. Like its predecessor, the 924 was a product of mixed parentage. Originally a VW idea, the project became a Porsche and featured a 125bhp Audi-developed engine. PORSCHE AG





In 1979, the 924 joined the forced-induction club, with the launch of the 924 Turbo. Using the same basic engine as the regular 924, a KKK K-26 turbocharger boosted power to 170bhp. The cheapest Porsche was named as the most popular one in 1981, as well as a success on race circuits the world over. More extreme 210bhp Carrera GT and 245bhp Carrera GTS versions turned the 924 into a ferocious racetrack-baiting beast and continued Porsche’s renowned motor-racing pedigree.




PORSCHE 912: THE PREDECESSOR


Before the 914 served as the entry-level model, the 912 brought Porsche ownership into the realms of, if not every man, then a great deal more potential buyers. The 912’s lifespan was only four years between 1965 and 1969, but its part in keeping the 911 alive, or bringing the cost of Porsche ownership down, should not be underestimated. It initially outsold its more famous sibling when it was launched. The 912 looked like a 911, but was powered by a 4-cylinder engine.


Less Powerful, More Affordable


The 911 was exclusively a 6-cylinder model and due to its considerable price jump over its 356 predecessor, Porsche decided that a less powerful and more affordable car was needed. A 4-cylinder engine based on the 901 6-cylinder, or an increased displacement of the 356’s 1.6 Type 616 unit, were both options that were discounted early on. Instead, it was decided that the Type 616 engine was to be made to ‘fit’ the new ‘cheap’ 911. The 912 project was go.


The new car had to look like a 911. In its final production format, the 912 resembled a 911 thanks to the use of that car’s bodyshell, but married the chassis to the 1582cc 4-cylinder Type 616/36 engine. Based on the Type 616/16 unit of the 1964 Porsche 356SC, new Solex carburettors and a lower compression ratio resulted in a loss of 5bhp. It matched the maximum torque figure of 90lb ft, delivered at 700rpm lower than that of the 356.


A Type 901 four-speed gearbox provided the drive and 60mph was reached from a standing start in 11.6sec. Benefits of the 4-cylinder model when compared to the brawnier 911 were superior weight distribution (44 per cent at the front/56 per cent at the rear versus 41/59) and improved handling. It was more economical, too – the 912 was also 99kg (2,128lb) lighter than its more famous brother.


The 90bhp 912 went on sale in 5 April 1965 and coincided with the end of 356 production. Priced DM7,000 less than a 911, it soon caught on and sold almost double the number of 911s by the end of its first year in production. A Targa version with a removable roof and zip-out rear windows was introduced in December 1966, then a fixed-glass rear window version became available in 1968. Five-speed gearboxes could be chosen as an option and special models included a run of 912s built for European police forces.


Restrictive Engine Emission Control Regulations


The 912 was discontinued for the 1969 model year due to a number of reasons, chiefly the fact the production facilities at Zuffenhausen had been given over to build the new 914/6. The 911’s model range had also been realigned to sit within Porsche’s threelevel performance ladder, running from 911T, through 911E and topping off with the 911S. More restrictive engine emission control regulations had also come into force in the US, effectively sounding the 912’s death knell. The 4-cylinder 911 was no longer deemed necessary. Price also played a part – in 1967 the 912 cost £1,974 in the UK, just £462 less than a 6-cylinder 911.


By the end of its production run, 30,895 912 coupés and 2,562 Targas had been sold. However, that was not quite the end of the 912 story. While the 4-cylinder 914/4 was without a doubt the most popular variant of the baby Porsche roadster, it had still not sold in the numbers forecast by VW-Porsche, especially in the US. It had eclipsed the 912, but its demise left a notable gap in the Stuttgart manufacturer’s Stateside range.


Step in the 1975 912E, this time powered by an 86bhp/93lb ft 2.0-litre engine. Regulated with a new Bosch L-Jetronic fuel injection system, ironically the flat-4 was the very same as that used on the late 914/4 2.0-litre models. The 912E shared the later 911s’ G-series bodywork, and enjoyed a 2,092-unit production run. Being £1,800 cheaper than a 911, it created an affordable step on the Porsche ladder, while the 924 – another Volkswagen and Porsche joint-venture car project – was readied for public consumption and a launch in late 1976.
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The 912 was launched in 1965 to slot in below the increasingly expensive 911. Its 90bhp 1582cc engine was borrowed from the 356, while its body was lent from the 911 itself.








944: Sports-car Luxury


Thanks to ongoing model development, the 924 became the 944 in 1981. Presented at the Frankfurt Motor Show, while the basic silhouette appeared the same, myriad changes under the skin resulted in a more accomplished car. A similar appearance was deceptive as the 944 offered much more luxury than its predecessor. Air-conditioning, electric sunroof and windows, front fog lights and tinted windows were all items offered on the new car.


Unlike the 924, Porsche supplied the whole 2479cc front-mounted 4-cylinder engine itself. Developing 143bhp, the block and cylinder head were made from alloy and hydraulic tappets were employed for quieter and smoother running. Over the course of the 944’s eleven-year life, engine size increased to 2.7 and then 3.0 litres. Power peaked at 208bhp, almost double that of the 914 just fifteen years earlier.
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The 924 became the 944 in 1981. The appearance was very similar, but under the skin many changes due to ongoing development resulted in a more fully rounded Porsche with more luxury than its 924 forebear. PORSCHE AG





A 217bhp Turbo model breezed in during 1985 and the first front-engined soft-top Porsche, the 944 Cabriolet, arrived in 1989. The same year saw Porsche celebrate the 300,000th water-cooled 4-cylinder car produced, while in 1991 a Turbo version of the Cabriolet ensured proper wind-in-the-hair motoring. Production of the 4-cylinder models moved from Audi’s Neckarsulm factory to Porsche’s facility in Zuffenhausen in 1991. The 944 died in 1992, but the front-engined Porsche story was not quite over.


968: End of 4-Cylinder Front-Engined Experimentation


The last link in the Porsche 1970s/1980s/1990s front-engined chain, the 968 was unveiled in 1992 as an 80 per cent new model. Its 924/924 heritage was clear, as all three designs used the original Harm Laagay-penned silhouette. The 968 updated the shape for a final time to include front and rear ends which bore a resemblance to the larger 928 grand tourer. The headlights did still pop-up but they were now uncovered units, while the new car built upon the luxurious specification of the 944 still further.
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Porsche’s 4-cylinder experimentation ended with another 924-derived car, the 968. Rounded-off front and rear styling, a hand-built 3.0-litre engine, as well as a Tiptronic semi-automatic, were the highlights. PORSCHE AG





Two-plus-two coupé and two-seat cabriolet body styles were carried over from the 944. A 3.0-litre 4-cylinder engine was 14 per cent more powerful than the 944 S2’s and was hand-built at Zuffenhausen, then coupled to a six-speed gearbox. Previously seen on the 911, a thoroughly modern Tiptronic semi-automatic clutchless transmission could also be specified. Before its demise in 1995, the 968 had evolved through Turbo S, Sport and more extreme Club Sport versions.


928: Front-Engined Range-Topper


A car so radically different from the 911, Porsche unveiled the 928 at the 1977 Geneva Motor Show. A range-topping front-engined luxury sports coupé six years in the making, the company’s first V8 engine nestled under the 928’s long bonnet, while late-1970s futuristic styling marked out the new big Porsche from both its competitors and its siblings. The frontengined rear-drive concept was popular in the US and the layout was also thought to be the most appropriate for a long-legged GT car designed for touring.


Initially 4.5 litres in displacement, power from the 16-valve V8 was 237bhp, with 254lb ft of torque produced at 3,600rpm; 100km/h came up in 7.7sec. Throughout the 928’s seventeen-year life, the engine’s displacement and power increased, first to 4.7 litres and 296bhp in 1980, but ending up with the 5.4-litre 345bhp 32-valve unit used in the 1995 GTS.


With an aluminium bonnet, doors and front wings, the 928 was high-tech. While the body was more conventionally built from steel, the car’s integrated bumpers were clothed in polyurethane shells (collapsible shock absorbers and longitudinal bars sat behind them), partly to withstand the 8km/h (5mph) impact legislation the US market demanded. A high equipment count befitted the 928’s range-topping stature. Standard kit included adjustable pedals, airconditioning, cassette player, deep-pile carpeting, front and rear sun visors, pop-up headlights, power radio aerial, rear wiper and tinted glass.
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The 1978 Porsche 928 was a grand tourer in the true sense of the word. The Stuttgart company’s first V8 produced 237bhp and featured high-tech aluminium body panels and polyurethane bumper shells. PORSCHE AG
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Crowned ‘European Car of the Year’ in 1978, the 928 beat off the conventional BMW 7 Series and Ford Granada to take the honours. A luxurious specification featured air-conditioning, deep-pile carpeting, an electric radio aerial and tinted glass. PORSCHE AG





The 928 was an ambitious departure for the Stuttgart company, both in terms of engineering and marketing. Planned to sit at the top of the line-up (and theoretically built to replace the 911 once buyers did eventually get bored of it), the 4,440mm-long (173in) coupé was the most expensive Porsche to date. Not seen again until the Panamera of 2009 updated the 928 concept, the front-engined reardrive layout was not the rear-engined rear-drive killer it was dreamt up to be. The 928 was removed from the market in 1995 as both its and the 968’s prices rose and their technical specifications were no longer seen as innovative.


Boxster: The Mid-Engine Returns


The Boxster of 1996 was significant in the fact that it was Porsche’s first all-new model since the 928 almost twenty years before. If that was not important enough, the new two-seat, folding-roof roadster took the 914’s mid-engined rear-drive layout and reinvented it for the 1990s. Previewed by a concept in 1993, the new car shared the 914’s ‘push-me, pull-me’ styling updated for the modern marketplace. There were no shortcuts this time around; the Boxster had 6-cylinder engines from the off. Like the 914/6 of a quarter of a decade earlier, it used contemporary 911-derived engines.


A 2.5-litre flat-6 developing 201bhp was chosen for the new model. Around twice the power output of the 914/6 ensured that it had the performance to match its looks. The 0–100km/h dash was seen off in 6.9sec, while the Boxster boasted a 240km/h (149mph) top speed. The sports car also shared many parts with its upcoming new 911 (996) stablemate, allowing Porsche to save costs. Not only was the dashboard common between both cars, but the pair also shared the same bonnet, front wings and headlights. The Boxster arrived at a time when the Stuttgart firm was in a fragile state and was a pivotal cog in the Porsche independence wheel.
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The Boxster of 1996 was Porsche’s first all-new model for eighteen years. A mid-engined layout harked back to the 914 and it also shared that car’s ‘push-me, pull-me’ styling. A 2013 Boxster is pictured here with its 1972 914 predecessor. STEVE HALL
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Development was easier and cheaper thanks to the Boxster (left) sharing many parts with the concurrent ‘996’ 911 coupé. Among the common components were the front wings, bonnet, headlights and dashboard. PORSCHE AG





Cayman: Boxster with a Roof


When Porsche’s new widely praised sports car landed in 1996, critics commented that a fixedhead coupé could complement it nicely. Launched in 2006 and essentially a closed coupé version of the Boxster, the Cayman’s name was inspired by a species in the alligator family. Two years in development, the Cayman’s rear wings, hatchback, roof, windows and bumpers were unique and not shared with the Boxster. Revised suspension settings were matched to the car’s stiffer chassis and fixed roof.


The engines in the Cayman reflected those of its open-top sister. Base models were powered by a 241bhp 2.7-litre 6-cylinder unit, while top-spec 3.4-litre S models were rated at 291bhp. The S scampered to 100km/h from rest in just 6.1sec, in touching distance of the precious 911. Five-speed gearboxes put down the power in entry-level cars, with an additional ratio added to S models. A special S Sport variant was the first factory-approved Cayman to break the 300bhp barrier in 2009.


The second-generation Cayman debuted with the Boxster in 2012, again sharing many traits and technical highlights of the soft-top car. The S version even shared much of its running gear and engine with the 3.4-litre variant of the 991 911. Like the Boxster, a more powerful, lower and aggressive GT4 car arrived in 2014 with 335bhp. The benchmark 0–100km/h time tumbled to just 4.9sec, while dual-clutch gearbox and Sport Pack-equipped cars shaved 0.4sec off that.
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Ten years after the Boxster was launched, a closed-roof coupé version arrived. The Cayman featured the same engines as its sister car and proved successful – a second-generation car was introduced in 2012. PORSCHE AG





Panamera: 928 for the 2000s
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The Panamera saw Porsche return to a V8-engined grand tourer. While its styling was not met with universal praise, numerous drivetrain options, including petrol, diesel and hybrid, ensured that it catered for most needs. PORSCHE AG
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