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SAFETY NOTE:


The projects in this book are for you and your child to do together and are suitable for children approximately six years and older. Always keep a close eye on children while you are helping them and never leave children alone with scissors or glue, even for a few minutes.
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Introduction



It all started with a lion I made with my daughter Daisy. You see, the lion was lonely, so we made a lioness to keep him company… followed by a giraffe and a zebra. Then, of course, they needed somewhere to live… and that really is how the Zoo came about. It was an idea that grew and grew. For me, the most fun crafts to do with kids are often the ones that keep on growing; the ones that aren’t just about making, but about creating little worlds—whether those worlds are full of safari animals or a whole bunch of penguins! I’m also a big believer in using things everyone has lying about at home. The Zoo animals are made from ordinary cardboard packaging that usually ends up in your recycling container. It’s cheap, environmentally friendly, and it’s all just sitting there, waiting for you to transform it into something…


Crafting with egg cartons and cardboard tubes is not an exact science though—sizes, shapes, and colors vary—so please don’t worry if your animal looks different from the picture, that’s perfectly okay. It’s about working with what you’ve got, and adapting if you need to. No two animals will look the same—they’ll all have their own personalities. Remember, it’s your Zoo. You will notice that a lot of techniques are repeated in different projects. Some, like slot cutting, are more tricky than others, but once confident cutters have got the hang of this, there’ll be no stopping them! If you feel your child isn’t quite ready for slot cutting, you can always glue or paint on eyes, ears, and beaks instead. These options are explained in the step-by-step instructions for the relevant projects.


Daisy and I have had a real adventure making the Zoo—we hope you do too!






SAFETY MATTERS


The projects in this book are for you and your child to do together and are suitable for children approximately six years and older. Always keep a close eye on children while you are helping them and never leave children alone with scissors or glue, even for a few minutes.











Tools & materials



Hopefully you’ll find most of what you need around the house—but, before you get going, here’s a list of a few essentials, plus some handy tips and techniques to check through first.
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Scissors


Kids will get plenty of scissor practice! Cutting is a key part of most of the projects. Sometimes it’ll be challenging, like learning to pierce holes, cut slots, or snip out small shapes. This book is for children aged six and over but, even then, scissor skills vary.You are the best judge of how much help to give your child. Always supervise any cutting.


As well as a good pair of scissors—called general-purpose scissors in the projects—you’ll need some small, sharp ones; this is really important. Straight-edged nail scissors are ideal, because their short blades make it much easier to control cutting out small shapes, and they’re sharp enough to make holes for slots. When a project specifies small scissors, these are the ones you’ll need. Embroidery or needlework scissors are good too. When a particular type of scissors is not specified, use whichever size you feel most comfortable with.


The best technique I’ve found to help children use these small scissors safely to make holes is to keep the scissors closed and press down firmly on the cardboard, twisting slightly from side to side until the tip pierces through. You might find putting a ball of modeling clay (plasticine) behind the cardboard helps, as it gives something to push against. This can be especially useful for piercing small slots for ears and eyes. Bear in mind, the more cutting you let children do, the better their scissor skills will be!


Glue


There are a few options to stick the animals together. Craft (PVA) glue is widely available, washable, and easy to paint over. However, sometimes it can be quite runny, so glued-on pieces may slip. Get around this by pouring a small amount of glue—about ¼ in. (5 mm)—into an old, clean yogurt container or a jar. Leave, uncovered, somewhere out of reach. After about a day, it should start thickening up—this will happen more quickly in warm conditions. The longer you leave it, the tackier it gets. In the instructions, this is what “tacky glue” refers to. Keep an eye on it, and either top up as you use it, or have a few containers on the go at once. Instead of craft (PVA) glue, you can use a glue gun—it’s quick and easy to use but the hot parts can be dangerous for little ones. Only use one if you’re supervising the kids carefully.


Watered-down craft (PVA) glue is great for brushing over small newspaper pieces to cover holes or cracks, in a similar way to making papier-mâché. A glue stick is very handy for sticking down paper, so it doesn’t get too wet and crinkly—for example, grass for scenery (see page 110), or Mr. Crocodile’s teeth (see page 50). When it comes to gluing pipe cleaners, a glue gun or a stronger, all-purpose adhesive works best.


Paint


Use ready-mixed kids’ poster or acrylic paints, or tempera-based paints are good too. All the colors you need for the animals can be made from red, yellow, blue, white, and black. Usually a pack of six paints also includes a nice bright green.


Paint brushes


A decent selection of different-sized brushes helps. Small brushes are good for things like painting birds (see chapter 4) and for adding details such as stripes and spots, and bigger brushes are ideal for speeding up scenery painting.


Pens


A good black felt-tip pen or marker with a medium tip is great for drawing faces. A black gel pen or fine black felt-tip pen works best for the smaller creatures; these are interchangeable, so you can choose which one you prefer.


Cardboard tubes


Toilet-paper tubes are especially useful, but gather up a few paper-towel tubes and giftwrap tubes too. Make sure you have a good mix of different tube widths.


Egg cartons


Again, not all egg cartons are exactly alike. Some are better for cutting out a good egg-cup shape (the molded piece that holds the egg) and others might be better for cones (the pointy cardboard pieces in the middle of a carton that protect the eggs). You’ll find some egg-cup pieces are squarer on the bottom, or have shorter sides, while some cones are larger or less pointy than others, and some cartons don’t have the cones at all.


Please don’t worry if your animals look different—this is the nature of this kind of craft; half the fun is making the most of what you’ve got and tweaking here and there if you need to. It’s not just the egg cups and cones that are useful—every part of the carton gets used in this book! If it’s not so easy to find cardboard egg cartons in your neighborhood stores, you can order them online. I know this is an added expense, but with careful cutting, you should be able to get a couple of animal heads, a few monkeys, and some flying parrots from one carton!






RECYCLING


Nearly every zoo animal is made from either cardboard tubes, egg cartons, or cereal boxes—or all three. It pays to have a good collection of recyclables because they vary in size and shape.
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Cereal-box cardboard


Another kids’ craft staple. The only drawback is the shiny side is often difficult to paint. If you do want both sides painted, then rub the shiny side with sandpaper to remove the sheen. This makes it easier for the paint to grip to the surface. You may need to apply a few coats of paint. Alternatively, use a glue stick to glue a plain piece of paper to the shiny side, and weigh this down under something heavy, like a pile of books, while it dries. You’ll notice I often use cardboard from an egg carton lid instead of cereal-box cardboard, especially for the smaller creatures. This is because it’s usually easier to paint both sides. Pull off any labels, and paint the top and underside of the lid before cutting, so the wet paint doesn’t touch or stick to surfaces while it dries.
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