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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Leonardo Wilhelm DiCaprio ( born November 11, 1974) is an American actor, film producer, and environmental activist. DiCaprio began his career by appearing in television commercials in the early 1990s, after which he had recurring roles in various television series such as the soap opera Santa Barbara and the sitcom Growing Pains. He began his film career by starring as Josh in Critters 3 (1991). He starred in the film adaptation of the memoir This Boy's Life (1993), and was praised for his supporting role in What's Eating Gilbert Grape (1993). He gained public recognition with leading roles in The Basketball Diaries (1995) and the romantic drama Romeo + Juliet (1996), before achieving international fame with James Cameron's epic romance Titanic (1997), which became the highest-grossing film of all time until Cameron's science fiction film Avatar (2009) overtook it. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 775 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Elvis Aaron Presley (January 8, 1935 – August 16, 1977) was an American singer-songwriter and actor. Regarded as one of the most significant cultural icons of the 20th century, he is often referred to as the "King of Rock and Roll" or simply "the King". This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 774 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Christopher Robert Evans (born June 13, 1981) is an American actor and filmmaker. Evans is known for his superhero roles as the Marvel Comics characters Captain America in the Marvel Cinematic Universe and the Human Torch in Fantastic Four and its 2007 sequel. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 221 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Benjamin Geza Affleck-Boldt (born August 15, 1972) is an American actor and filmmaker. His accolades include two Academy Awards, three Golden Globe Awards, two BAFTA Awards and two Screen Actors Guild Awards. He began his career as a child and starred in the PBS educational series The Voyage of the Mimi (1984, 1988). He later appeared in the independent coming-of-age comedy Dazed and Confused (1993) and various Kevin Smith films including Chasing Amy (1997) and Dogma (1999). Affleck gained wider recognition when he and childhood friend Matt Damon won the Golden Globe and Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay for Good Will Hunting (1997). He then established himself as a leading man in studio films including the disaster drama Armageddon (1998), the romantic comedy Forces of Nature (1999), the war drama Pearl Harbor (2001) and the thriller Changing Lanes (2002). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 918 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Peter Hayden Dinklage ( DINK-lij, born June 11, 1969) is an American actor and film producer. He has received numerous accolades, including a Golden Globe Award and two Primetime Emmy Awards. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 305 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Adam Sandler






Adam Richard Sandler (born September 9, 1966[2]) is an American actor, comedian, screenwriter, film producer, and musician. After becoming a Saturday Night Live cast member, Sandler went on to star in many Hollywood feature films that combined have grossed over $2 billion at the box office.[3] He is best known for his comedic roles, such as in the films Billy Madison (1995), the sports comedies Happy Gilmore (1996) and The Waterboy (1998), the romantic comedy The Wedding Singer (1998), Big Daddy (1999), and Mr. Deeds (2002), and voicing Dracula in Hotel Transylvania (2012) and Hotel Transylvania 2 (2015). Several of his movies, most notably the widely panned Jack and Jill, have gained harsh criticism, culminating in a shared second place in the number of Raspberry Awards (3) and Raspberry Award Nominations (11), in both cases second only to Sylvester Stallone. He has ventured into more dramatic territory with his roles in Punch-Drunk Love (2002), Spanglish (2004), Reign Over Me (2007), Funny People (2009) and The Meyerowitz Stories (2017).

Sandler has released five comedy albums in his career. They're All Gonna Laugh at You! (1993) and What the Hell Happened to Me? (1996) are both certified double-platinum. In 1999, Sandler founded Happy Madison Productions.
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 Early life




Sandler was born in Brooklyn[image: External link], New York in 1966,[4] to Judith "Judy" (née Levine), a nursery school teacher, and Stanley Sandler (1935-2003), an electrical engineer.[2] His family is Jewish and descends from Russian and Israeli immigrants on both sides.[5] He grew up in Manchester, New Hampshire after moving there at the age of six.[6] He attended Manchester Central High School. As a teen, Sandler was in BBYO, a popular Jewish youth group. Sandler graduated from New York University's Tisch School of the Arts in 1988.[7]
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 Career
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 Acting career




Early in his career, Sandler played Theo Huxtable's friend, Smitty in The Cosby Show and the Stud Boy or Trivia Delinquent in the MTV game show Remote Control[image: External link]. After his film debut Going Overboard in 1989, Sandler performed in comedy clubs, having first taken the stage at his brother's urging when he was 17. He was discovered by comedian Dennis Miller, who caught Sandler's act in Los Angeles and recommended him to Saturday Night Live producer Lorne Michaels. Sandler was hired as a writer for SNL in 1990 and became a featured player the following year, making a name for himself by performing amusing original songs on the show, including "The Thanksgiving Song" and "The Chanukah Song".[8] Sandler told Conan O'Brien on The Tonight Show that NBC fired him and Chris Farley from the show in 1995.[9]

In 1993, Adam Sandler appeared in the film Coneheads with Chris Farley, David Spade[image: External link], Dan Aykroyd, Phil Hartman, and Jane Curtin[image: External link]. In 1994, he co-starred in Airheads with Brendan Fraser and Steve Buscemi. He starred in Billy Madison (1995) playing a grown man repeating grades 1–12 to earn back his father's respect and the right to inherit his father's multimillion-dollar hotel empire; the film received negative reviews. He followed this film with Bulletproof (1996), and the financially successful comedies Happy Gilmore (1996) and The Wedding Singer (1998). He was initially cast in the bachelor-party-themed comedy/thriller Very Bad Things (1998) but had to back out due to his involvement in The Waterboy (1998), one of his first hits.

Although his earliest films did not receive critical praise, he started to receive more positive reviews, beginning with Punch-Drunk Love in 2002. Roger Ebert's review of Punch-Drunk Love concluded that Sandler had been wasted in earlier films with poorly written scripts and characters with no development.[10] Sandler has moved outside the genre of slapstick comedy to take on more serious parts such as the aforementioned Punch-Drunk Love (for which he was nominated for a Golden Globe), Spanglish (2004) and Reign Over Me (2007). He played a loving father figure in Big Daddy (1999).

He returned to more dramatic fare with Mike Binder[image: External link]'s Reign Over Me (2007), a drama about a man who loses his entire family in 9/11[image: External link] and rekindles a friendship with his old college roommate (Don Cheadle). He starred with Kevin James in the film I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry (2007). Sandler headlined You Don't Mess with the Zohan (2008). The film was written by Sandler, Judd Apatow, and Robert Smigel, it was directed by Dennis Dugan.

Sandler starred along with Keri Russell and English comedian Russell Brand in Adam Shankman's fantasy film Bedtime Stories (2008), as a stressed hotel maintenance worker whose bedtime stories he reads to his niece and nephew begin to come true. It marked as Sandler's first family film and first film under the Walt Disney banner.[11]

In 2009, Sandler starred in Judd Apatow's third directorial feature Funny People. The film was released on July 31, 2009.[12] Following the release of Funny People, it, along with Punch-Drunk Love were cited in the June 2010 announcement that Sandler was one of 135 people (including 20 actors) invited to join the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.[13]

Sandler appeared in Grown Ups, alongside Kevin James, Chris Rock, Rob Schneider[image: External link], and David Spade. Sandler and Dickie Roberts scribe Fred Wolf wrote the script and Dennis Dugan directed the film.[14]

Sandler starred with Jennifer Aniston in the 2011 romantic comedy film Just Go with It. Sandler also voiced a capuchin monkey in Kevin James' Zookeeper, released on July 8, 2011.[15] In 2012, he starred in That's My Boy, as a man who fathered a son (Andy Samberg) with his teacher in high school.

Sandler starred with Drew Barrymore in the Warner Bros. romantic comedy Blended, which was filmed in South Africa, and was released on May 23, 2014.

In 2013, he guest starred in the Disney Channel Original Series Jessie as himself. He and Cameron Boyce previously worked together in Grown Ups and Grown Ups 2. The episode is titled "Punched Dumped Love". Sandler co-starred in the drama film Men, Women & Children (2014), directed by Jason Reitman.[16][17] He was considered for the voice of Rocket Raccoon in Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy but Bradley Cooper was cast instead.[18]

In 2015, Sandler starred in the Western comedy film The Ridiculous 6, distributed by Netflix. Despite being universally panned by critics,[19] it was announced on January 6, 2016, by Netflix that the film had been viewed more times in 30 days than any other movie in Netflix history.[20]

Sandler's recent comedy films, including Grown Ups and Grown Ups 2, have received strongly negative reviews.[21] In reviewing the latter, critic Mark Olsen of The Los Angeles Times remarked that Sandler had become the antithesis of Judd Apatow; he was instead "the white Tyler Perry: smart enough to know better, savvy enough to do it anyway, lazy enough not to care."[22]
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 Happy Madison Productions




Sandler formed his film production company, Happy Madison Productions,[23] in 1999, first producing fellow SNL alumnus Rob Schneider[image: External link]'s film Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo. The company has produced most of Sandler's subsequent films to date. The majority of the company's films have received negative reviews from critics, with three considered to be among the worst ever made[24] yet most have performed well at box office.

Others who frequently appear in Sandler films include David Spade[image: External link], Kevin James, Steve Buscemi, Chris Rock, John Turturro, Peter Dante[image: External link], Allen Covert, Jonathan Loughran and Jon Lovitz[image: External link].

In 2014, Netflix announced a four-movie deal with Adam Sandler and Happy Madison Productions.[25]

The company is located on the Sony/Columbia Pictures lot in Culver City, California.
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 Personal life




On June 22, 2003, Sandler married actress Jacqueline Titone. Titone had converted to Sandler's religion, Judaism, in 2000.[26][27] The couple have two daughters: Sadie (born 2006)[28] and Sunny (born 2008).[29]

In 2007, Sandler made a $1 million donation to the Boys and Girls Club in his hometown, Manchester, New Hampshire.[30] The same year, he donated $2,100 to former New York City[image: External link] Republican[image: External link] mayor Rudy Giuliani's presidential campaign.[31]
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 Filmography




This is a partial list of Sandler's film work. For the complete list, see Adam Sandler filmography.



	
Going Overboard (1989)

	
Shakes the Clown (1991)

	
Coneheads (1993)

	
Airheads (1994)

	
Mixed Nuts (1994)

	
Billy Madison (1995)

	
Happy Gilmore (1996)

	
Bulletproof (1996)

	
The Wedding Singer (1998)

	
The Waterboy (1998)

	
Big Daddy (1999)

	
Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo (1999)

	
Little Nicky (2000)

	
The Animal (2001)

	
Mr. Deeds (2002)

	
Punch-Drunk Love (2002)

	
Anger Management (2003)

	
Pauly Shore Is Dead (2003)

	
50 First Dates (2004)

	
Spanglish (2004)

	
The Longest Yard (2005)

	
Deuce Bigalow: European Gigolo (2005)

	
Click (2006)

	
Reign Over Me (2007)

	
I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry (2007)

	
You Don't Mess with the Zohan (2008)

	
Bedtime Stories (2008)

	
Funny People (2009)

	
Grown Ups (2010)

	
Just Go with It (2011)

	
Jack and Jill (2011)

	
That's My Boy (2012)

	
Hotel Transylvania (2012)

	
Grown Ups 2 (2013)

	
Blended (2014)

	
Men, Women & Children (2014)

	
Pixels (2015)

	
Hotel Transylvania 2 (2015)

	
The Ridiculous 6 (2015)

	
The Do-Over (2016)

	
Sandy Wexler (2017)

	
The Meyerowitz Stories (2017)

	
Hotel Transylvania 3 (2018)
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 Discography





	Studio albums





	Year
	Title
	Certification



	1993
	They're All Gonna Laugh at You!
	2× Platinum[32]




	1996
	What the Hell Happened to Me?
	2× Platinum[32]




	1997
	What's Your Name?
	Gold[32]




	1999
	Stan and Judy's Kid
	Gold[32]




	2004
	Shhh...Don't Tell
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 Awards and nominations




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Adam Sandler[image: External link]
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Hollywood Walk of Fame






For a list of the stars, see List of stars on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link].

The Hollywood Walk of Fame comprises more than 2,600[1] five-pointed terrazzo[image: External link] and brass[image: External link] stars embedded in the sidewalks[image: External link] along 15 blocks[image: External link] of Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link] and three blocks of Vine Street[image: External link] in Hollywood[image: External link], California[image: External link]. The stars are permanent public monuments to achievement in the entertainment industry[image: External link], bearing the names of a mix of actors, musicians, directors, producers, musical and theatrical groups, fictional characters, and others. The Walk of Fame is administered by the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce[image: External link] and maintained by the self-financing Hollywood Historic Trust. It is a popular tourist destination, with a reported 10 million visitors in 2003.
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 Description




The Walk of Fame runs 1.3 miles (2.1 km) east to west on Hollywood Boulevard from Gower Street to La Brea Avenue[image: External link], plus a short segment of Marshfield Way that runs diagonally between Hollywood and La Brea; and 0.4 miles (0.7 km) north to south on Vine Street between Yucca Street and Sunset Boulevard[image: External link]. According to a 2003 report by the market research firm NPO Plog Research, the Walk attracts about 10 million visitors annually—more than Sunset Strip[image: External link], TCL Chinese Theatre[image: External link] (formerly Grauman's), the Queen Mary[image: External link], and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link]—and has played an important role in making tourism the largest industry in Los Angeles County[image: External link].[2]
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 Categorization




As of 2017, the Walk of Fame comprises over 2,600 stars,[1] spaced at 6-foot (1.8 m) intervals. The monuments are coral-pink terrazzo[image: External link] five-point stars rimmed with brass[image: External link] (not bronze, an oft-repeated inaccuracy[3]) inlaid into a charcoal-colored terrazzo background. In the upper portion of each star field the name of the honoree is inlaid in brass block letters. Below the inscription, in the lower half of the star field, a round inlaid brass emblem indicates the category of the honoree's contributions. The emblems symbolize five categories within the entertainment industry:






Of all the stars on the Walk to date[image: External link], 47% have been awarded in the motion pictures category, 24% in television, 17% in audio recording, 10% in radio, and less than 2% in the live performance category. Approximately 20 new stars are added to the Walk each year.[3]
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 Special stars




Special category stars recognize various contributions by corporate entities, service organizations, and special honorees, and display emblems unique to those honorees.[4] For example, former Los Angeles mayor Tom Bradley[image: External link]'s star displays the Seal of the City of Los Angeles[image: External link];[5][6] the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link] (LAPD) star emblem is a replica of a Hollywood Division badge;[7] and stars representing corporations, such as Victoria's Secret[image: External link] and the Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link], display the honoree's corporate logo.[4][8] The "Friends of the Walk of Fame" monuments are charcoal terrazzo squares rimmed by miniature pink terrazzo stars displaying the five standard category emblems, along with the sponsor's corporate logo, with the sponsor's name and contribution in inlaid brass block lettering.[9][10] Special stars and Friends monuments are granted by the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce or the Hollywood Historic Trust, but are not part of the Walk of Fame proper and are located nearby on private property.[9][11]

The monuments for the Apollo 11[image: External link] mission to the Moon are uniquely shaped: Four identical circular moons, bearing the names of the three astronauts[image: External link] (Neil A. Armstrong[image: External link], Edwin E. Aldrin Jr.[image: External link], Michael Collins[image: External link]) the date of the first Moon landing[image: External link] ("7/20/69"), and the words "Apollo XI", are set on each of the four corners of the intersection of Hollywood and Vine[image: External link]. The moons are silver and grey terrazzo circles rimmed in brass on a square pink terrazzo background, with the television emblem inlaid at the top of each circle.[12]
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 History
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 Origin




The Hollywood Chamber of Commerce credits E.M. Stuart, its volunteer president in 1953, with the original idea for creating a Walk of Fame. Stuart reportedly proposed the Walk as a means to "maintain the glory of a community whose name means glamor and excitement in the four corners of the world."[13] Harry Sugarman, another Chamber member and president of the Hollywood Improvement Association, receives credit in an independent account.[14] A committee was formed to flesh out the idea, and an architectural firm was retained to develop specific proposals. By 1955 the basic concept and general design had been agreed upon, and plans were submitted to the Los Angeles City Council[image: External link].

Multiple accounts exist for the origin of the star concept. According to one, the historic Hollywood Hotel[image: External link]—which stood for more than 50 years on Hollywood Boulevard at the site now occupied by the Hollywood and Highland complex[image: External link] and the Dolby (formerly Kodak) Theatre[image: External link][15]—displayed stars on its dining room ceiling above the tables favored by its most famous celebrity patrons, and that may have served as an early inspiration.[16] By another account, the stars were "inspired ... by Sugarman's [Tropics Restaurant] drinks menu, which featured celebrity photos framed in gold stars."[14][17]

In February 1956 a prototype was unveiled featuring a caricature[image: External link] of an example honoree (John Wayne[image: External link], by some accounts[18]) inside a blue star on a brown background.[13] However, caricatures proved too expensive and difficult to execute in brass with the technology available at the time; and the brown and blue motif was vetoed by Charles E. Toberman[image: External link], the legendary real estate developer known as "Mr. Hollywood", because the colors clashed with a new building he was erecting on Hollywood Boulevard.[13][19]
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 Selection and construction




By March 1956 the final design and coral-and-charcoal color scheme had been approved, and between the spring of 1956 and the fall of 1957, 1,558 honorees were selected by committees representing the four major branches of the entertainment industry at that time: motion pictures, television, audio recording, and radio. The committees met at the Brown Derby[image: External link] restaurant,[20] and included such prominent names as Cecil B. DeMille[image: External link], Samuel Goldwyn[image: External link], Jesse L. Lasky[image: External link], Walt Disney[image: External link], Hal Roach[image: External link], Mack Sennett[image: External link], and Walter Lantz[image: External link].[13]

A requirement stipulated by the original audio recording committee (and later rescinded) specified minimum sales of one million records or 250,000 albums for all music category nominees. The committee soon realized that many important recording artists would be excluded from the Walk by that requirement. As a result, the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences[image: External link] was formed for the purpose of creating a separate award system for the music business. The first Grammy Awards[image: External link] were presented in Beverly Hills in 1959.[21]

Construction of the Walk began in 1958 but two lawsuits delayed completion. The first was filed by local property owners challenging the legality of the $[image: External link]1.25 million tax assessment levied upon them to pay for the Walk, along with new street lighting and trees. In October 1959 the assessment was ruled legal.[13] The second lawsuit, filed by Charles Chaplin, Jr.[image: External link], sought damages for the exclusion of his father, whose nomination had been withdrawn due to pressure from multiple quarters (see Controversial additions[image: External link]). Chaplin's suit was dismissed in 1960, paving the way for completion of the project.[13][22][23]

While Joanne Woodward[image: External link] is often singled out as the first to receive a star on the Walk of Fame,[24] in fact there was no "first" recipient; the original stars were installed as a continuous project, with no individual ceremonies. Woodward's name was one of eight drawn at random from the original 1,558 and inscribed on eight prototype stars that were built while litigation was still holding up permanent construction.[25][26][27] The eight prototypes were installed temporarily on the northwest corner of Hollywood Boulevard and Highland Avenue[image: External link] in August 1958 to generate publicity and to demonstrate how the Walk would eventually look.[13] The other seven names were Olive Borden[image: External link], Ronald Colman[image: External link], Louise Fazenda[image: External link], Preston Foster[image: External link], Burt Lancaster[image: External link], Edward Sedgwick[image: External link], and Ernest Torrence[image: External link].[13][28] Official groundbreaking took place on February 8, 1960.[16] On March 28, 1960, the first permanent star, director Stanley Kramer[image: External link]'s, was completed on the easternmost end of the new Walk near the intersection of Hollywood and Gower.[13][29] The Joanne Woodward legend may have originated, according to one source, because she was the first to pose with her star for photographers.[24]
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 Stagnation and revitalization




Though the Walk was originally conceived in part to encourage redevelopment of Hollywood Boulevard, the 1960s and 1970s were periods of protracted urban decay in the Hollywood area as residents moved to suburbs.[30][31] After the initial installation of approximately 1,500 stars in 1960 and 1961, eight years passed without the addition of a new star. In 1962 the Los Angeles City Council passed an ordinance naming the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce "the agent to advise the City" about adding names to the Walk, and the Chamber, over the following six years, devised rules, procedures, and financing methods to do so.[13] In December 1968, Richard D. Zanuck[image: External link] was awarded the first star in eight years in a presentation ceremony hosted by Danny Thomas[image: External link].[13][20][32] In July 1978 the City of Los Angeles[image: External link] designated the Hollywood Walk of Fame a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument[image: External link].[33]

Radio personality, television producer and Chamber member Johnny Grant[image: External link] is generally credited with implementing the changes that resuscitated the Walk and established it as a significant tourist attraction.[20][34] Beginning in 1968, he stimulated publicity and encouraged international press coverage by requiring that each recipient personally attend his or her star's unveiling ceremony.[20] Grant later recalled that "it was tough to get people to come accept a star" until the neighborhood finally began its recovery in the 1980s.[31] In 1980 he instituted a fee of $2,500, payable by the person or entity nominating the recipient, to fund the Walk of Fame's upkeep and minimize further taxpayer burden.[20] The fee has increased incrementally over time; by 2002 it had reached $15,000,[35] and stood at $30,000 in 2012.[3] The current (2017) fee is $40,000.[36]

Grant was awarded a star in 1980 for his television work.[13] In 2002, he received a second star in the "special" category to acknowledge his pivotal role in improving and popularizing the Walk.[37] He was also named chairman of the Selection Committee and Honorary Mayor of Hollywood[image: External link] (a ceremonial position previously held by Art Linkletter[image: External link] and Monty Hall[image: External link],[38][39] among others).[13][37] He remained in both offices from 1980 until his death in 2008 and hosted the great majority of unveiling ceremonies during that period. His unique special-category star, with its emblem depicting a stylized "Great Seal of the City of Hollywood",[40] is located at the entrance to the Dolby Theatre adjacent to Johnny Grant Way.[41]
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 Expansion




In 1984 a fifth category, Live Theatre, was added to permit acknowledgment of contributions from the live performance branch of the entertainment industry, and a second row of stars was created on each sidewalk to alternate with the existing stars.[13]

In 1994 the Walk of Fame was extended one block to the west on Hollywood Boulevard, from Sycamore Avenue to North LaBrea Avenue (plus the short segment of Marshfield Way that connects Hollywood and La Brea), where it now ends at the silver "Four Ladies of Hollywood" gazebo and the special "Walk of Fame" star.[42] At the same time, Sophia Loren[image: External link] was honored with the 2,000th star on the Walk.[13]

During construction of tunnels for the Los Angeles subway system[image: External link] in 1996 the Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link] removed and stored more than 300 stars.[43] Controversy arose when the MTA proposed a money-saving measure of jackhammering[image: External link] the 3-by-3 foot terrazzo pads, preserving only the brass lettering, surrounds, and medallions, then pouring new terrazzo after the tunnels were completed;[44] but the Cultural Heritage Commission[image: External link] ruled that the star pads were to be removed intact.[45]
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 Restoration




In 2008 a long-term restoration project began with an evaluation of all 2,365 stars on the Walk at the time, each receiving a letter grade of A, B, C, D, or F. Honorees whose stars received F grades, indicating the most severe damage, were Joan Collins[image: External link], Peter Frampton[image: External link], Dick Van Patten[image: External link], Paul Douglas[image: External link], Andrew L. Stone[image: External link], Willard Waterman[image: External link], Richard Boleslavsky[image: External link], Ellen Drew[image: External link], Frank Crumit[image: External link], and Bobby Sherwood[image: External link]. Fifty celebrities' stars received "D" grades. The damage ranged from minor cosmetic flaws caused by normal weathering to holes and fissures severe enough to constitute a walking hazard. At least 778 stars will eventually be repaired or replaced during the ongoing project at an estimated cost of $4 million to $4.2 million.[46]

The restoration is a collaboration among the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce and various Los Angeles city and county governmental offices, along with the MTA, which operates the Metro Red Line[image: External link] that runs beneath the Walk, since earth movement due to the presence of the subway line is thought to be partly responsible for the damage.[47]

To encourage supplemental funding for the project by corporate sponsors, the "Friends of Walk of Fame" program was inaugurated.[46] Absolut Vodka[image: External link] became the first Friend with a donation of $1 million,[48][49] followed by L'Oréal[image: External link].[50] Friends are recognized with honorary plaques adjacent to the Walk of Fame in front of the Dolby Theatre.[9] The program received some criticism. Alana Semuels[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times described it as "just the latest corporate attempt to buy some good buzz," and, quoting an area brand strategist, "I think Johnny Grant would roll over in his grave."[9] Karen Fondu, President of L'Oréal Paris, countered that the association was "a natural affinity."[49]
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 The Walk of Fame today
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 Multiple stars




The original selection committees chose to recognize some entertainers' contributions in multiple categories with multiple stars. Gene Autry[image: External link] is the only honoree with stars in all five categories.[51][52] Bob Hope[image: External link], Mickey Rooney[image: External link], Roy Rogers[image: External link], and Tony Martin[image: External link] each have stars in four categories—Rooney has three of his own and a fourth with his eighth and final wife, Jan,[53][54] while Rogers also has three of his own, and a fourth with his band, The Sons of the Pioneers[image: External link].[55][56] Thirty-three people, including Bing Crosby[image: External link], Frank Sinatra[image: External link], Dean Martin[image: External link], Dinah Shore[image: External link], Gale Storm[image: External link], Danny Kaye[image: External link], Douglas Fairbanks Jr[image: External link], and Jack Benny[image: External link], have stars in three categories.[51]

Seven recording artists have two stars in the same category for distinct achievements: Michael Jackson[image: External link], as a soloist and as a member of The Jackson 5[image: External link]; Diana Ross[image: External link], as a member of The Supremes[image: External link] and for her solo work; Smokey Robinson[image: External link], as a solo artist and as a member of The Miracles[image: External link]; and John Lennon[image: External link], Ringo Starr[image: External link], George Harrison[image: External link], and Paul McCartney[image: External link] as individuals and as members of The Beatles[image: External link].[57] Cher[image: External link] forfeited her opportunity by declining to schedule the mandatory personal appearance when she was selected in 1983.[58] She did attend the unveiling of the Sonny & Cher[image: External link] star in 1998 as a tribute to her recently deceased ex-husband, Sonny Bono[image: External link].[59]

George Eastman[image: External link] is the only honoree with two stars in the same category for the same achievement, the invention of roll film[image: External link].[60]
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 Controversial additions




Charlie Chaplin[image: External link] is the only honoree to be selected twice for the same star on the Walk. He was unanimously voted into the initial group of 500 in 1956 but the Selection Committee ultimately excluded him, ostensibly due to questions regarding his morals (he had been charged with violating the Mann Act[image: External link]—and exonerated—during the White Slavery[image: External link] hysteria of the 1940s[61]), but more likely due to his left-leaning political views.[62] The rebuke prompted an unsuccessful lawsuit by his son, Charles Chaplin Jr. His star was finally added to the Walk in 1972, the same year he received his Academy Award[image: External link];[23] but even then, 16 years later, the Chamber of Commerce received angry letters from across the country protesting its decision to include him.[63]

The committee's Chaplin difficulties reportedly contributed to its decision in 1978 against awarding a star to Paul Robeson[image: External link], the brilliant but controversial opera singer, actor, athlete, writer, lawyer, and social activist.[64] The resulting outcry from the entertainment industry, civic circles, local and national politicians, and many other quarters was so intense that the decision was reversed and Robeson was awarded a star in 1979.[65][66][67]
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 Stars with the same name




Two pairs of stars share identical names representing different people. There are two Harrison Ford stars, honoring the silent film actor[image: External link] (at 6665 Hollywood Boulevard), and the present-day actor (in front of the Dolby Theatre at 6801 Hollywood Boulevard). Two Michael Jackson stars represent the singer/dancer/songwriter[image: External link] (at 6927 Hollywood Boulevard), and the radio personality[image: External link] (at 1597 Vine Street). When the recording artist Jackson died in 2009, fans mistakenly began leaving flowers, candles, and other tributes at the Vine Street star.[68] Upon learning of this, the radio host wrote on his website, "I am willingly loan[ing] it to him and, if it would bring him back, he can have it."[69]

The most common surname, with sixteen stars, is Williams: Andy Williams[image: External link], Bill Williams[image: External link], Billy Dee Williams[image: External link], Cindy Williams[image: External link], Earle Williams[image: External link], Esther Williams[image: External link], Guy Williams[image: External link], Hank Williams[image: External link], Joe Williams[image: External link], Kathlyn Williams[image: External link], Paul Williams[image: External link], Pharrell Williams[image: External link], Robin Williams, Roger Williams[image: External link], Tex Williams[image: External link] and Vanessa Williams[image: External link].[70] There are fourteen stars with the surname Moore, twelve with Jones, and seven with Smith.

The largest collection of stars honoring one group of blood relatives is the widely scattered set of seven representing the Barrymore family: John Barrymore[image: External link], his brother Lionel[image: External link] (who has two), and sister Ethel[image: External link], their uncle Sidney Drew[image: External link], John's son John Drew Barrymore[image: External link], and John Drew's daughter Drew Barrymore.
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 Bending the rules




Walk of Fame rules prohibit consideration of nominees whose contributions fall outside the five major entertainment categories, but the selection committee has been known to conjure some interesting rule interpretations to justify a selection. The Walk's four round Moon landing monuments at the corners of Hollywood and Vine, for example, officially recognize the Apollo 11[image: External link] astronauts for "contributions to the television industry". Johnny Grant acknowledged, in 2005, that classifying the first Moon landing as a television entertainment event was "a bit of a stretch". Magic Johnson[image: External link]'s considerable basketball[image: External link] skills had no direct connection to movies, music, TV, radio, or theater, but the committee added him to the motion picture category, based on his ownership of the Magic Johnson Theatre[image: External link] chain, citing as precedent Sid Grauman[image: External link], builder of Grauman's (now TCL[image: External link]) Chinese Theatre. "[Now] people want Orville Redenbacher[image: External link]," Grant quipped in the 2005 interview, "because his popcorn is in all the theaters."[24]

Muhammad Ali[image: External link]'s star was granted after the committee decided that boxing[image: External link] could be considered a form of "live performance". Its placement, on a wall of the Dolby Theatre, makes it the only star mounted on a vertical surface, acceding to Ali's request that his name not be walked upon.[71][72]

All living honorees have been required since 1968 to personally attend their star's unveiling, and approximately 40 have declined the honor due to this condition.[24] The only recipient to date who failed to appear after agreeing to do so was Barbra Streisand[image: External link], in 1976. Her star was unveiled anyway, near the intersection of Hollywood and Highland.[73] Streisand did attend when her husband, James Brolin[image: External link], unveiled his star in 1998 two blocks to the east.[74]
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 Unique and unusual




Fourteen stars are identified with a one-word stage name[image: External link], including Parkyakarkus[image: External link], the principal pseudonym of Harry Einstein, the comedian and radio personality (and father of Albert Brooks[image: External link] and Bob Einstein[image: External link]). The other 13 are Cantinflas[image: External link], Houdini[image: External link], Liberace[image: External link], Mako[image: External link], Meiklejohn[image: External link], Paderewski[image: External link], Roseanne[image: External link], Sabu[image: External link], Shakira[image: External link], Slash[image: External link], Sting[image: External link], Thalía[image: External link], and Usher[image: External link].

The largest group of individuals represented by a single star is the estimated 122 adults and 12 children[75] collectively known as the Munchkins[image: External link], from the landmark 1939 film The Wizard of Oz[image: External link].

Clayton Moore[image: External link] is so inextricably linked with his Lone Ranger[image: External link] character, even though he played other roles during his career, that he is one of only two actors to have his character's name alongside his own on his star. The other is Tommy Riggs[image: External link], whose star reads, "Tommy Riggs & Betty Lou."[76]

For more than 40 years, singer Jimmy Boyd[image: External link] was the youngest star recipient at age 20, but he lost that distinction in 2004 to 18-year-old twins Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen[image: External link]. Their joint star (the only one shared by twins) is outside the Dolby Theatre, near the Hollywood and Highland Center[image: External link].

The Westmores[image: External link] received the first star honoring contributions in theatrical make-up[image: External link]. Other make-up artists on the walk are Max Factor[image: External link] and John Chambers[image: External link]. Three stars recognize experts in special effects[image: External link]: Ray Harryhausen[image: External link], Dennis Muren[image: External link], and Stan Winston[image: External link]. Only one costume designer[image: External link] has received a star, eight-time Academy Award winner Edith Head[image: External link].

Sidney Sheldon[image: External link] is one of two novelists with a star, which he earned for writing screenplays such as The Bachelor and the Bobby-Soxer before turning to novels.[77] The other is Ray Bradbury[image: External link], whose books and stories have formed the basis of dozens of movies and television programs over a nearly 60-year period.[78]

Ten inventors[image: External link] have stars on the Walk: George Eastman (as mentioned); Thomas Edison[image: External link], inventor of the first true film projector and holder of numerous patents related to motion-picture technology; Lee De Forest[image: External link], inventor of the vacuum tube[image: External link], which made radio and TV possible, and Phonofilm[image: External link], which made sound movies possible; Merian C. Cooper[image: External link], co-inventor of the Cinerama[image: External link] process; Herbert Kalmus[image: External link], inventor of Technicolor[image: External link]; Auguste and Louis Lumière[image: External link], inventors of important components of the motion picture camera; Mark Serrurier[image: External link], inventor of the technology used for film editing; Hedy Lamarr[image: External link], co-inventor of a frequency-hopping[image: External link] radio guidance system that was a precursor to Wi-Fi[image: External link] networks and cellular telephone[image: External link] systems;[79] and Ray Dolby[image: External link], co-developer of the video tape recorder[image: External link] and inventor of the Dolby noise reduction system[image: External link].

A few star recipients moved on after their entertainment careers to political notability. Two US presidents, Ronald Reagan[image: External link] and Donald Trump[image: External link], have stars on the Walk. Reagan is also one of two Governors of California[image: External link] with a star; the other is Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link].[80] One U.S. senator[image: External link] (George Murphy[image: External link]) and two members of the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link] (Helen Gahagan[image: External link] and Sonny Bono) have stars. Ignacy Paderewski[image: External link], who served as Prime Minister of Poland between the World Wars, is the only European head of government[image: External link] represented. Film and stage actor Albert Dekker[image: External link] served one term in the California State Assembly[image: External link] during the 1940s,[81] which was notable for his outspoken public criticism of Senator Joseph McCarthy[image: External link]'s anti-communism demagoguery, leading to his blacklisting[image: External link].[82]
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 Fictional characters and their creators




Main article: List of fictional characters with stars on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link]


In 1978, in honor of his 50th anniversary, Mickey Mouse[image: External link] became the first animated character to receive a star. Other animated recipients are Bugs Bunny[image: External link], Donald Duck[image: External link], Woody Woodpecker[image: External link], Snow White[image: External link], Tinker Bell[image: External link], Winnie-the-Pooh[image: External link], Shrek[image: External link], The Simpsons[image: External link], the Rugrats[image: External link], and Snoopy[image: External link]. The star inscribed Charlie Tuna[image: External link] honors not the animated advertising mascot, but Art Ferguson, the long-time radio personality and game show announcer.

Other fictional characters on the Walk include the Munchkins (as mentioned), two individual Muppets[image: External link] (Kermit the Frog[image: External link] and Big Bird[image: External link]) and the Muppets as a group, one monster ( Godzilla[image: External link]), and three non-animated canine characters ( Strongheart[image: External link], Lassie[image: External link], and Rin Tin Tin[image: External link]).

Ten stars recognize cartoonists and animators: Walt Disney, Chuck Jones[image: External link], Friz Freleng[image: External link], Walter Lantz, Hanna-Barbera[image: External link], Charles M. Schulz[image: External link], Jay Ward[image: External link], Dr. Seuss[image: External link], Matt Groening[image: External link] and John Lasseter[image: External link].[83] Two puppeteers have stars: Jim Henson[image: External link] and Shari Lewis[image: External link], as does Fran Allison[image: External link], who appeared with Burr Tillstrom[image: External link]'s puppets on the TV show Kukla, Fran and Ollie[image: External link].
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 Star locations




Locations of individual stars are not necessarily random or arbitrary. Stars of most legendary and world-famous celebrities—the so-called "show business royalty"—are found in front of TCL (formerly Grauman's) Chinese Theatre. Oscar[image: External link] winners' stars are usually placed near the Dolby Theatre, site of the annual Academy Awards[image: External link] presentations. Decisions are occasionally made with a dollop of whimsy: Mike Myers's star, for example, lies in front of an adult store called the International Love Boutique, an association with his Austin Powers[image: External link] roles; Roger Moore[image: External link]'s star is located at 7007 Hollywood Boulevard in recognition of his seven James Bond[image: External link] films; Ed O'Neill[image: External link]'s star is located outside a shoe store in reference to his character's occupation on the TV show Married...with Children[image: External link];[84] and the last star, at the very end of the westernmost portion of the Walk, belongs to The Dead End Kids[image: External link].

Honorees may request a specific location for their star, although final decisions remain with the Chamber.[24] Jay Leno[image: External link], for example, requested a spot near the corner of Hollywood Blvd. and Highland Ave. because he was twice picked up at that location by police (though never actually arrested) for vagrancy[image: External link] shortly after his arrival in Hollywood.[85] Carol Burnett[image: External link] explained her choice in her 1986 memoir: While working as an usherette at the historic Warner Brothers Theatre (now the Hollywood Pacific Theatre[image: External link]) during the 1951 run of Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link]'s film Strangers on a Train[image: External link], she took it upon herself to advise a couple arriving during the final few minutes of a showing to wait for the next showing, to avoid seeing (and spoiling) the ending. The theater manager fired her on the spot for "insubordination" and humiliated her by stripping the epaulets from her uniform in the theater lobby. Twenty-six years later, at her request, Burnett's star was placed at the corner of Hollywood and Wilcox—in front of the theater.[86]
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 Errors and mysteries




In 2010 Julia Louis-Dreyfus[image: External link]'s star was constructed with the name "Julia Luis Dreyfus".[87] The actress was reportedly amused, and the error was corrected.[88] A similar mistake was made on Dick Van Dyke[image: External link]'s star in 1993 ("Vandyke"), and rectified.[89]

Film and television actor Don Haggerty[image: External link]'s star originally displayed the first name "Dan". The mistake was fixed, but years later the television actor Dan Haggerty[image: External link] (of Grizzly Adams[image: External link] fame, no relation to Don) also received a star. The confusion eventually sprouted an urban legend[image: External link] that Dan Haggerty was the only honoree to have a star removed from the Walk of Fame.[90][91]

For 28 years the star intended to honor Mauritz Stiller[image: External link], the Helsinki-born pioneer of Swedish film who brought Greta Garbo[image: External link] to the United States, read "Maurice Diller", possibly due to mis-transcription of verbal dictation. The star was finally remade with the correct name in 1988.[92][93]

Three stars remain misspelled: opera diva Lotte Lehmann[image: External link]'s first name is spelled "Lottie";[94] Cinerama[image: External link] co-inventor and King Kong[image: External link] creator, director, and producer Merian C. Cooper[image: External link]'s first name is spelled "Meriam";[95][96] and cinematography pioneer Auguste Lumière[image: External link]'s first name is listed as "August".[97]

Monty Woolley[image: External link], the veteran film and stage actor best known for The Man Who Came to Dinner[image: External link] (1942) and the classic line "Time flies when you're having fun", is officially listed in the motion picture category,[98] but his star on the Walk of Fame bears the television emblem.[99] Woolley did appear on the small screen late in his career, but his TV contributions were eclipsed by his extensive stage, film, and radio work.[100][101][102] Similarly, the star of film actress Carmen Miranda[image: External link] bears the TV emblem,[103] although her official category is motion pictures.[104] Radio and television talk show host Larry King[image: External link] is officially a television honoree,[105] but his star displays a film camera.[106]

The Los Angeles Times, which documented and photographed the Walk as part of its Hollywood Star Walk project, reported that it could not find two stars, honoring Richard Crooks[image: External link] and the film career of Geraldine Farrar[image: External link].[107][108][109] (Farrar's music star is located on the 1700 block of Vine Street.)
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 Theft and vandalism




Acts of vandalism occur on the Walk on a regular basis, ranging from profanity and political statements written on stars with markers to attempted removal of brass emblems with chisels.[110] Closed circuit surveillance cameras have been installed on the stretch of Hollywood Boulevard between La Brea Avenue and Vine Street in an effort to discourage mischievous activities.[111]

Four of the stars, which weigh about 300 pounds (136 kg) each, have been stolen from the Walk of Fame. In 2000 James Stewart[image: External link]'s and Kirk Douglas[image: External link]'s stars disappeared from their locations near the intersection of Hollywood and Vine, where they had been temporarily removed for a construction project. Police recovered them in the suburban community of South Gate[image: External link] when they arrested a man involved in an incident there and searched his house. The suspect was a construction worker employed on the Hollywood and Vine project. The stars had been badly damaged, and had to be remade. One of Gene Autry[image: External link]'s five stars (it is not clear which one) was also stolen from a construction area. Johnny Grant later received an anonymous phone tip that the missing star was in Iowa, but it was never found. "Someday, it will end up on eBay," Grant once joked. The most brazen and ambitious theft occurred in 2005 when thieves used a concrete saw[image: External link] to remove Gregory Peck[image: External link]'s star from its Hollywood Boulevard site at the intersection of North El Centro Avenue, near North Gower. The star was replaced almost immediately, but the original was never recovered and the perpetrators never caught.[112]

In late 2009, rumors circulated widely on media outlets and the Internet that John Lennon's star had been stolen, but it was merely being relocated farther south on Vine Street to an area near the circular Capitol Records Building[image: External link], adjacent to the stars of bandmates George Harrison and Ringo Starr.[113] Paul McCartney's star was installed in the same location in 2012.[114]

Donald Trump's star—received as host of The Apprentice[image: External link] television series—was repeatedly defaced during the 2016 presidential campaign.[115][116][117] In late October, near the end of the race, a man named Jamie Otis (who claimed to be an heir to the Otis Elevator[image: External link] fortune) used a sledge hammer and a pickax to destroy all of the star's brass inlays. He readily admitted to the vandalism, which he described as "civil disobedience" and "freedom of expression", and told reporters that he originally planned to remove the entire star and auction it to raise money for the women who accused Trump of sexually assaulting them.[118] Otis was arrested three weeks after the incident and charged with one count of felony vandalism.[119] The star itself was repaired, and has since been the site of pro-Trump demonstrations.[120]
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 Four Ladies of Hollywood




The Four Ladies of Hollywood gazebo[image: External link][121]—known officially as the Hollywood and La Brea Gateway[122]—stands upon a small triangular island formed by the confluence of Hollywood Boulevard, Marshfield Way, and North La Brea Avenue at the westernmost extension of the Walk of Fame. It was commissioned in 1993 by the Los Angeles Community Redevelopment Agency Art Program and created by the architect, production designer, and film director Catherine Hardwicke[image: External link] as a tribute to the multi-ethnic women of Hollywood.[122] The gazebo is a stainless steel stylized Art Deco[image: External link] lattice structure. The roof is an arched square supporting a circular dome, which is topped by a central obelisk[image: External link] with descending neon[image: External link] block letters spelling "Hollywood" on each of its four sides. Atop the obelisk is a small gilded weathervane-style sculpture of Marilyn Monroe[image: External link] in her iconic billowing skirt pose from The Seven Year Itch[image: External link].[123] The domed structure is held aloft by four caryatids[image: External link] sculpted by Harl West[122] to represent the African-American actress Dorothy Dandridge[image: External link], Asian-American actress Anna May Wong[image: External link], Mexican actress Dolores del Río[image: External link], and the multi-ethnic, Brooklyn-born actress Mae West[image: External link].[121]

The gazebo was dedicated on February 1, 1994, to a mixed reception. Los Angeles Times art critic Christopher Knight called it "the most depressingly awful work of public art in recent years", representing the opposite of Hardwicke's intended tribute to women. "Sex, as a woman's historic gateway to Hollywood", he wrote, "couldn't be more explicitly described".[124] Independent writer and film producer Gail Choice called it a fitting tribute to a group of pioneering and courageous women who "carried a tremendous burden on their feminine shoulders. Never in my wildest dreams did I believe I'd ever see women of color[image: External link] immortalized in such a creative and wonderful fashion."[125] Hardwicke contended that critics had missed the "humor and symbolism" of the structure, which "embraces and pokes fun at the glamour, the polished metallic male form of the Oscar[image: External link], and the pastiche of styles and dreams that pervades Tinseltown[image: External link]."[126]
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 Nomination process




Each year an average of 200 nominations are submitted to the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce Walk of Fame Selection Committee. Anyone, including fans, can nominate anyone active in the field of entertainment as long as the nominee or his or her management approves the nomination (a letter of agreement from the nominated celebrity or representative must accompany the application). Nominees must have a minimum of five years' experience in the category for which they are nominated and a history of "charitable contributions".[71] Posthumous nominees must have been deceased at least five years. At a meeting each June, the committee selects approximately 20 celebrities to receive stars on the Walk of Fame during the following year. One posthumous award is given each year as well. The nominations of those not selected are rolled over to the following year for reconsideration; those not selected two years in a row are dropped, and must be renominated to receive further consideration. Living recipients must agree to personally attend a presentation ceremony within five years of selection. A relative of deceased recipients must attend posthumous presentations. Presentation ceremonies are open to the public.[3]

A fee (currently $40,000[127]), payable at time of selection, is collected to pay for the creation and installation of the star, as well as general maintenance of the Walk of Fame. The fee is usually paid by the nominating organization, which may be a fan club, or a film studio, record company, broadcaster, or other sponsor involved with the prospective honoree.[20][128] The Starz[image: External link] cable network, for example, paid for Dennis Hopper[image: External link]'s star as part of the promotion for its series Crash. It was unveiled in March 2010 shortly before Hopper's death.[20][129]

Numerous major entertainment figures and legendary show business acts are not included on the Walk of Fame for a variety of reasons. Some, such as Julia Roberts[image: External link][24][130] and Clint Eastwood[image: External link],[130] have declined to participate; nominations cannot proceed without the nominee's consent. Others, such as George Clooney[image: External link] and John Denver[image: External link],[131] were nominated but would not agree to the mandatory personal appearance at the unveiling ceremony. (Denver received a posthumous star in 2014.[132]) Others have simply never been nominated, or do not have a nominator willing or able to pay the selection fee, or have less than the required five years' minimum involvement in their designated field. Others are merely victims of selection constraints and probability; only about 10% of nominees are selected each year.

Traditionally, the identities of selection committee members, other than its chairman, have not been made public in order to minimize conflicts of interest and to discourage lobbying by celebrities and their representatives (a significant problem during the original selections in the late 1950s). However, in 1999, in response to intensifying charges of secrecy in the selection process, the Chamber disclosed the members' names: Johnny Grant, the longtime chair and representative of the television category; Earl Lestz[image: External link], president of Paramount Studio Group[image: External link] (motion pictures); Stan Spero, retired manager with broadcast stations KMPC[image: External link] and KABC[image: External link] (radio); Kate Nelson, owner of the Palace Theatre[image: External link] (live performance); and Mary Lou Dudas, vice president of A&M Records[image: External link] (recording industry).[133] Since that 1999 announcement the Chamber has revealed only that Lestz (who received his own star in 2004) became chairman after Grant died in 2008. Their current official position is that "each of the five categories is represented by someone with expertise in that field".[3]

In 2010, Lestz was replaced as chairman by John Pavlik, former Director of Communications for the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.[134] While no public announcement was made to that effect, he was identified as chairman in the Chamber's press release announcing the 2011 star recipients.[135] The current chair, according to the Chamber's 2016 selection announcement, is film producer Maureen Schultz.[136]
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 Homage




Some fans show respect for star recipients both living and dead by laying flowers or other symbolic tributes at their stars.[137] Others show their support in other ways; the star awarded to Julio Iglesias[image: External link], for example, is kept in "pristine condition [by] a devoted band of elderly women [who] scrub and polish it once a month".[137]

The Hollywood Chamber of Commerce has adopted the tradition of placing flower wreaths at the stars of newly deceased awardees; for example Bette Davis[image: External link] in 1989,[138] Katharine Hepburn[image: External link] in 2003, and Jackie Cooper[image: External link] in 2011.[139] The stars of other deceased celebrities, such as Elizabeth Taylor[image: External link],[140] Richard Pryor[image: External link],[141] Ricardo Montalbán[image: External link], James Doohan[image: External link], Frank Sinatra[image: External link],[142][143] Robin Williams,[144] Joan Rivers[image: External link] and George Harrison[image: External link][145] have become impromptu memorial and vigil sites as well, and some continue to receive anniversary remembrances.
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 See also





	List of actors with Hollywood Walk of Fame motion picture stars[image: External link]

	List of halls and walks of fame[image: External link]
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Tisch School of the Arts






Coordinates[image: External link]: 40°43′45.2″N 73°59′37.6″W[image: External link]

The New York University Tisch School of the Arts (known more commonly as Tisch or TSOA) is a center of study in the performing[image: External link] and media[image: External link] arts. Founded on August 17, 1965, Tisch is a training ground for artists, scholars of the arts, filmmakers[image: External link], and creative entrepreneurs. The school merges the technical training of a professional school with the academic resources of a major research university to immerse students in their intended artistic disciplines. It is located at 721 Broadway[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link]. NYU has the most alumni working at Broadway theatre[image: External link].[1]



TOP
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 History




Tisch School of the Arts was founded in order to provide conservatory training in theatre and film, in the context of a research university.[2] The school created additional departments such as dance, theatre design, and cinema studies within a few years.[3] Following the creation of the undergraduate Department of Drama in 1974, the school expanded into other artistic forms, including the Interactive Telecommunications Program[image: External link], Department of Dramatic Writing, Department of Performance Studies[image: External link], Graduate Musical Theatre Writing Program, Department of Photography and Imaging, and The Department of Art and Public Policy.[4]

In 1985, the school's first dean, David Oppenheim[image: External link] solicited a donation[5] from Laurence A.[image: External link] and Preston Robert Tisch[image: External link] that made possible the acquisition and renovation of 721 Broadway, where most of the school’s programs are housed. In recognition of the generosity of the Tisch family, the school was renamed Tisch School of the Arts.[6]
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 Departments and programs




Tisch School of the Arts has six departments and 17 programs and offers the Bachelor of Fine Arts[image: External link] (BFA), Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] (BA), Master of Fine Arts[image: External link] (MFA), Master of Arts[image: External link] (MA), Master of Professional Studies[image: External link] (MPS), and Doctor of Philosophy[image: External link] (PhD) degrees. Tisch also offers a selection of classes to NYU students not enrolled in any of its programs through the Open Arts curriculum.[7]

The six core departments are:


	The Institute of Performing Arts

	The Maurice Kanbar Institute of Film & Television

	The Skirball Center for New Media

	The Clive Davis Institute of Recorded Music

	The Department of Art and Public Policy/Arts Politics

	The NYU Game Center
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 The Institute of Performing Arts




The Institute of Performing Arts comprises six departments and programs whose focus is live performance.

The Graduate Acting Program offers a three-year MFA that equips acting students with the skills of a working career in theatre and/or film.

The Department of the Dance offers training on the graduate and undergraduate level to students preparing for careers as dancers or choreographers.

The Department of the Design for the Stage and Film offers a three-year MFA curriculum that prepares students to be professional designers of scenery, costumes, and lighting for the stage and production design for film.

The Department of Drama offers a four-year undergraduate program leading to the BFA The program has been designed to include all of the traditional components of conservatory training and theater and serves a lunch plan applicable with tuition. while taking full advantage of the liberal arts resources of the New York University and the cultural resources of the New York City.

The Graduate Musical Theater Writing Program is an MFA program specially designed for the major collaborators in the creation of new musical theater and opera: composers, lyricists and book writers.

The Department of Performance Studies is a graduate-level scholarly department offering studies in performance — for example, postmodern performance, capoeira, kathakali, Broadway, festival, ballet—using fieldwork, interviews, and archival research, leading to the MA and PhD degrees.
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 Graduate Acting Program




NYU Tisch School of the Arts' Graduate Acting Program (or "Grad Acting" for short) has gained an international reputation for its selectivity and its distinctive conservatory training.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Zelda Fichandler[image: External link] became chair of the program in 1984 and stepped down in 2008. In May 2008, Mark Wing-Davey[image: External link] became chair.[8][9]

Graduate Acting alumni have gone on to achieve many acting accolades, and some have entered other artistic disciplines. Here is a partial list of some notable alumni of the NYU Graduate Acting program:


	
Mahershala Ali[image: External link], 2000 (Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] (Moonlight), House of Cards (U.S. TV series)[image: External link])

	
Genevieve Angelson[image: External link], 2012 (Actor, Good Girls Revolt)

	
Nina Arianda[image: External link], 2009 (Tony Award for Best Actress in a Play[image: External link], Venus in Fur[image: External link])

	
Barry Bostwick[image: External link], 1968 (Brad Majors, The Rocky Horror Picture Show[image: External link])

	
David Costabile[image: External link], 1995 (Breaking Bad[image: External link], Low Winter Sun (U.S. TV series)[image: External link], Steven Spielberg[image: External link]'s Lincoln (film)[image: External link])

	
Billy Crudup[image: External link], 1994 (Eric MacLeish, Spotlight (film)[image: External link])

	John Ellison Conlee, 1994 (Tony nomination for Dave Bukatinsky in The Full Monty (musical)[image: External link])

	
Bruce Davison[image: External link] (Actor, Willard (film)[image: External link])

	Amanda Detmer[image: External link]

	
Garret Dillahunt[image: External link], 1991

	Jeffrey Donovan[image: External link]

	
Aunjanue Ellis[image: External link], 1995 (Nancy Turner, The Birth of a Nation (2016 film)[image: External link])

	
David Esbjornson[image: External link], 1984 (stage director, Shakespeare in the Park (New York City)[image: External link])

	Frankie R. Faison[image: External link]

	Edi Gathegi[image: External link]

	
Jordan Gelber[image: External link], 2000 (Brian, Avenue Q[image: External link])

	
Enver Gjokaj[image: External link] (Victor, Josh Whedon's Dollhouse (TV series)[image: External link])

	Matthew Gray Gubler[image: External link]

	Logan Marshall Green[image: External link]

	
Christopher Guest[image: External link], 1971 (screenwriter, director, actor, musician, This Is Spinal Tap[image: External link], Waiting for Guffman[image: External link], Best in Show (film)[image: External link], A Mighty Wind[image: External link])

	
Danai Gurira[image: External link] (Actor, The Walking Dead (TV series)[image: External link], Playwright, Eclipsed (play)[image: External link])

	
Michael C. Hall[image: External link], 1996 (Dexter (TV series)[image: External link])

	
Marcia Gay Harden[image: External link], 1988 (Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]: Lee Krasner in Pollock (film)[image: External link], Tony Award for Best Actress in a Play[image: External link]: God of Carnage[image: External link], Code Black (TV series)[image: External link])

	
Jason Butler Harner[image: External link], 1997

	
Wood Harris[image: External link], 1996 (Avon Barksdale, The Wire[image: External link])

	Mary Beth Hurt[image: External link]

	Marin Hinkle[image: External link]

	Neal Huff[image: External link]

	
Steve Kazee[image: External link] (Guy, Once (musical)[image: External link])

	
Glenn Kessler[image: External link], 1997 (Creator, Damages (TV series)[image: External link])

	
Daniel Dae Kim[image: External link], 1996 (Jin-Soo Kwon, Lost (TV series)[image: External link], 2016 Broadway production of The King and I[image: External link])

	
Peter Krause[image: External link], 1990 (Actor, Six Feet Under (TV series)[image: External link]


	
Tony Kushner[image: External link], 1984 (playwright, screenwriter, Pulitzer Prize for Drama[image: External link] 1993 for Angels in America: A Gay Fantasia on National Themes[image: External link], screenwriter, Lincoln (film)[image: External link], co-author, Steven Spielberg[image: External link]'s Munich (film)[image: External link], nominated for both for the Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link], awarded a National Medal of Arts[image: External link] by President Barack Obama[image: External link])

	
Eriq La Salle[image: External link], 1984 (Darryl, Coming to America[image: External link], Dr. Benton, ER (TV series)[image: External link])

	Ron Lagomarsino[image: External link]

	
Heather Lind[image: External link] (Anna Strong, Turn: Washington's Spies[image: External link])

	
Florencia Lozano[image: External link], 1996 (Téa Delgado[image: External link], One Life to Live[image: External link])

	
Camryn Manheim[image: External link], 1987 (Ellenor Frutt, The Practice[image: External link])

	
Michael Mayer[image: External link], 1983 (stage director, 2007 Tony Award for Best Direction of a Musical[image: External link]: Spring Awakening (musical)[image: External link], nominated for 2002 Tony for direction of Thoroughly Modern Millie (musical)[image: External link], two Drama Desk awards, director/writer, American Idiot (musical)[image: External link])

	
John C. McGinley[image: External link], 1984 (Perry Cox, Scrubs (TV series)[image: External link], Down Syndrome philanthropist)

	
Debra Messing[image: External link] (Grace, Will & Grace[image: External link], Laura, The Mysteries of Laura[image: External link])

	
Ntare Mwine[image: External link], 1992 (Actor, Blood Diamond (film)[image: External link])

	
Nyambi Nyambi[image: External link] (Actor, Mike & Molly[image: External link])

	
Pedro Pascal[image: External link] (Oberyn Martell, Game of Thrones[image: External link], Javier Peña, Narcos[image: External link])

	
Danny Pino[image: External link], 2000 (Armadillo Quintero, The Shield[image: External link])

	Stephen Plunkett[image: External link]

	
Josh Radnor[image: External link], 1999 (Ted, How I Met Your Mother[image: External link])

	
Taylor Schilling[image: External link] (Piper, Orange Is the New Black[image: External link])

	
Jeremy Shamos[image: External link], 1998

	
Ben Shenkman[image: External link], 1993 (Actor, Royal Pains[image: External link])

	
Maggie Siff[image: External link] (Actor, Mad Men[image: External link], Sons of Anarchy[image: External link])

	
Rocco Sisto[image: External link], 1977 (Junior Soprano, The Sopranos[image: External link])

	
Stephen Spinella[image: External link] 1982 (Tony Award for Best Actor in a Play[image: External link], Tony Award for Best Featured Actor in a Play[image: External link], Angels in America: A Gay Fantasia on National Themes[image: External link], Tony Award for Best Featured Actor in a Musical[image: External link], James Joyce's The Dead[image: External link])

	
Corey Stoll[image: External link] (Hemingway, Midnight in Paris[image: External link], House of Cards (U.S. TV series)[image: External link])

	
Daniel Sunjata[image: External link], 1998 (Rivera, Rescue Me (U.S. TV series)[image: External link])

	
Sean Patrick Thomas, 1995 (Can't Hardly Wait[image: External link], Save the Last Dance)

	Timothy Thomas, 1988 (Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation[image: External link])

	
Robin Weight[image: External link], 1994 (Calamity Jane, Deadwood (TV series)[image: External link])

	
Saul Williams[image: External link], 1997 (Poet, rapper, musician)

	
Jeff Whitty[image: External link], 1997 (Librettist, Tony Award for Best Musical[image: External link], Avenue Q[image: External link])

	
Victor Williams[image: External link], 1995 (The King of Queens[image: External link])

	
Rainn Wilson[image: External link], 1989 (Dwight Shrute, The Office (U.S. TV series)[image: External link])

	
Frank Wood[image: External link], 1987 (Tony Award for Best Featured Actor in a Play[image: External link], Side Man[image: External link], Roy Cohn, Angels in America: A Gay Fantasia on National Themes[image: External link] at Signature Theatre)

	
David Zabel[image: External link], 1992 (executive producer, series showrunner, ER (TV series)[image: External link])

	
Daniel Zelman[image: External link], 1993 (executive producer, co-creator, Damages (TV series)[image: External link])




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Department of Dance




The Department of Dance is fashioned in a conservatory style and is extremely selective; on average, thirty dancers are selected per graduating class. The previous director, Linda Tarnay, was a dancer in the Martha Graham Company[image: External link] and all of the teachers have performing experience with companies from around the world, such as Houston Ballet[image: External link], Merce Cunningham's Company[image: External link], and American Ballet Theatre[image: External link], among others. Many of the faculty have their own companies independent of the dance department, which serve as a springboard to larger companies for many students immediately following graduation.

In the past, famous choreographers such as Aszure Barton[image: External link], Kate Weare[image: External link], Nacho Duato[image: External link], Jessica Lange[image: External link], Deborah Jowitt[image: External link], Mark Morris[image: External link], Paul Taylor[image: External link], Complexions Contemporary Ballet[image: External link], and Alonzo King[image: External link] have set their pieces and created original works specifically for Tisch Dance students.[10]

The program strives to prepare students for the rigorous life of a dancer, preparing them by treating their third year students as a company, also known as the Second Avenue Dance Company. Students graduate in three years, hence the difficult schedule which is accelerated in order for dancers to graduate earlier than their peers in other college dance programs. Because of brevity of the three-year program, students attend a six-week summer course following their first and second years. During these summer intensives, six different companies come in a week each and teach students their style of movement. This is an excellent way for students to be introduced to companies and have the chance to get noticed and get to know the different companies in an intimate setting. This is unique to the Tisch Dance Program, and is conducive to introducing dancers into the real world of auditions and jobs as soon as possible. Also, a select group of second year students have the chance to study abroad in Salzburg, Austria in lieu of attending the summer program.
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 Department of Drama




Founded in 1974, the Department of Drama is one of the world's largest undergraduate drama departments; approximately 1400 students are matriculated there. According to the undergraduate drama department's literature, "the program in drama places equal emphasis on rigorous conservatory training and comprehensive theatre study in the most exciting and creative city in the world: New York." The head of the department is Louis Scheeder.

Over 100 shows are produced each year in the program including main stage shows, studio related projects, directing projects, and student-run black box[image: External link] productions. The most significant performance spaces are the Frederick Loewe Theatre, the Abe Burrows[image: External link] Theatre, and the Robert Moss Theater. Unlike most conservatories where casting is assigned and each class serves as an individual company, casting at NYU's undergraduate level is open to any student in his or her second, third, or fourth year of training.

Alumni include Miles Teller[image: External link],[11] Adam Sandler,[12] Kristen Bell[image: External link],[12] Alec Baldwin[image: External link],[12] Sarah Silverman[image: External link],[13] Philip Seymour Hoffman[image: External link],[12] Jeremy Piven[image: External link], Jere Burns[image: External link],[12] Kathryn Erbe[image: External link],[12] Jack Falahee[image: External link],[12] Lady Gaga[image: External link],[12] Clark Gregg[image: External link],[12] Lisa Gay Hamilton[image: External link],[12] Bryce Dallas Howard,[12] Felicity Huffman[image: External link],[12] Kristen Johnston[image: External link],[12] Zoe Lister-Jones[image: External link],[12] Ken Marino[image: External link],[12] Idina Menzel[image: External link],[12] Matthew Morrison[image: External link],[12] Elizabeth Olsen[image: External link],[12] Haley Joel Osment[image: External link],[12] Bill Paxton[image: External link],[12] Jason Ritter[image: External link],[12] Gina Rodriguez[image: External link],[12] Molly Shannon[image: External link],[12] Sarah Sutherland[image: External link],[12] Maura Tierney[image: External link],[12] Olivia Washington[image: External link],[12] Katherine Waterston[image: External link],[12] Casey Wilson[image: External link],[12] Chandra Wilson[image: External link],[12] Angelina Jolie,[14] Simon Helberg[image: External link] (The Big Bang Theory[image: External link]), Michaela Conlin[image: External link] ( Bones[image: External link]), Peter Facinelli[image: External link] (Twilight and Nurse Jackie[image: External link]), Zach Woods[image: External link] (The Office[image: External link] and Silicon Valley[image: External link]), Skeet Ulrich[image: External link] ( Jericho[image: External link]), Heather Burns[image: External link] (Miss Congeniality[image: External link]), Bryan Greenberg[image: External link] (One Tree Hill[image: External link] and Friends With Benefits[image: External link])[15]
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 Conservatory training




The cornerstone of the program is the professional training component. Drama's professional program is a network of studios, each teaching an exclusive approach to the craft. Students train intensively in one of seven studios in a working environment composed of 12 to 18 students.[16] Students train intensely for three full days a week, and a typical drama[image: External link] student can expect to spend more than 45 hours a week in class and rehearsal. All incoming actors are placed in a primary studio where they must train for the first two years before going on to an advanced studio. Students are divided and placed into these different studios, based on their audition, interview, and personal preference.

After their first two years of education, undergraduate[image: External link] actors have the ability engage in an internship[image: External link] or to audition for an advanced studio. Placement in these programs is open only to juniors and seniors and acceptance is offered only after a successful artistic review.

The studios that offer both primary and advanced training are the Atlantic Acting School[image: External link], the Stella Adler Studio of Acting[image: External link], the Experimental Theatre Wing, the Meisner Studio, the New Studio on Broadway: Music Theatre & Acting, the Playwrights Horizons Theater School[image: External link], the Production & Design Studio, and the Lee Strasberg Theatre & Film Institute[image: External link] while the studios offering only advanced training are the Stonestreet Screen Acting Workshop and the Classical Studio.
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 Theater studies




All students must take a minimum of seven theater studies courses. The first two are introductory courses: Introduction to Theater Studies (ITS) and Introduction to Theater Production (ITP). To fulfill the rest of their theater studies requirements, students can choose from dozens of upper level theater studies courses, with topics ranging from avant-garde[image: External link] to Broadway[image: External link], or from classical texts to modern American drama. There are also a series of honors seminars in theater studies, with varying topics from semester to semester.
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 Maurice Kanbar Institute of Film & Television




There are four departments in the Maurice Kanbar Institute of Film & Television:

The Department of Film and Television is an undergraduate and graduate program that trains students in cinematic storytelling.

The Rita & Burton Goldberg Department of Dramatic Writing trains undergraduate and graduate students to write for theatre, film and television.

The Interactive Telecommunications Program is a center for the study and design of new communication media forms and applications.

The Department of Photography and Imaging is an undergraduate program that cultivates a critical understanding and technical mastery of photography and creative imaging.
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 Department of Film and Television




The Department of Film and Television is composed of the Undergraduate Film and Television program and the Graduate Film program. The mission of the Undergraduate Film and Television program is to educate undergraduates in the art, craft, and technology of film, television, animation, and sound production. The program offers intensive hands-on production experience coupled with a broad exposure to the liberal arts.

The Graduate Film program, offered in New York and Singapore, is an intensive three-year conservatory which trains students in the art of cinematic storytelling. It focuses on helping filmmakers develop a narrative voice and the technical virtuosity to express that voice. Students learn by doing; screenwriting, directing, producing, crewing, and shooting on each other's projects. Students of the Graduate Film program leave with a minimum of five short films and a Masters of Fine Arts degree.

Both programs offer courses in fiction and documentary filmmaking. Each semester, utilizing the many resources of the Maurice Kanbar Institute of Film and Television, students take courses in screenwriting, directing, aesthetics, acting, cinematography, editing, producing, and sound design. These courses complement specific filmmaking projects that provide hands-on training and practical experience. By graduation, they have a range of technical skills that allow them to create opportunities for themselves in the industry.

Notable alumni include Michael Arndt[image: External link] (Little Miss Sunshine[image: External link]), Joel Coen[image: External link] ( Fargo[image: External link]), Chris Columbus[image: External link] (Mrs. Doubtfire[image: External link]), Frank Coraci[image: External link] (The Wedding Singer), Susan Seidelman[image: External link] (Desperately Seeking Susan[image: External link]), Billy Crystal, Marc Forster[image: External link] (World War Z[image: External link]), Vince Gilligan[image: External link] (Breaking Bad[image: External link]), Debra Granik[image: External link] (Winter's Bone[image: External link]), Ang Lee[image: External link] (Brokeback Mountain), Amy Heckerling[image: External link] (Fast Times at Ridgemont High[image: External link]), Jim Jarmusch[image: External link] (Stranger Than Paradise[image: External link]), Charlie Kaufman[image: External link] (Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind[image: External link]), Martin Kunert[image: External link] (Voices of Iraq[image: External link]), Spike Lee[image: External link] (Do The Right Thing[image: External link]), Damon Lindelof[image: External link] ( Lost[image: External link]), Todd Phillips[image: External link] (The Hangover[image: External link]), Brett Ratner[image: External link] (Rush Hour[image: External link]), Colin Trevorrow[image: External link] (Jurassic World[image: External link]), Eli Roth[image: External link] ( Hostel[image: External link]), Andy Samberg (Saturday Night Live), Martin Scorsese[image: External link] ( Goodfellas[image: External link]), Sheetal Sheth[image: External link] (The World Unseen[image: External link]), M. Night Shyamalan[image: External link] (The Sixth Sense[image: External link]), Todd Solondz[image: External link] (Welcome To The Dollhouse[image: External link]), Morgan Spurlock[image: External link] (Super Size Me[image: External link]), Oliver Stone[image: External link] ( JFK[image: External link]), Jim Taylor[image: External link] ( Sideways[image: External link]), Stanley Weiser[image: External link] ( W.[image: External link]), Juan José Campanella[image: External link] (The Secret in Their Eyes[image: External link]) and many others.
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 Rita & Burton Goldberg Department of Dramatic Writing




The Department of Dramatic Writing provides instruction in playwriting, screenwriting, and writing for television. Graduate and undergraduate students attend workshops across narrative disciplines, exchange ideas, and work with faculty members to craft compelling stories. The first-year curriculum provides young writers with a working knowledge of basic dramatic craft. Students then declare a concentration in playwriting, screenwriting, or writing for television. Upon graduation, students of all three disciplines have fulfilled a professional body of work.

Alumni include Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] nominated playwrights Annie Baker[image: External link] (The Flick[image: External link]), Kristoffer Diaz[image: External link] (The Elaborate Entrance of Chad Deity[image: External link]), Rajiv Joseph[image: External link] (Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo), and Neil LaBute[image: External link] (Reasons to be Pretty); screenwriters Tony Kushner[image: External link] ( Lincoln[image: External link]) and Kenneth Lonergan[image: External link] (You Can Count On Me[image: External link]); television writers Elliott Kalan[image: External link] ('The Daily Show[image: External link]), Adam F. Goldberg[image: External link] (creator of The Goldbergs[image: External link]), Brian K. Vaughan[image: External link] (creator of Under The Dome[image: External link]), Donald Glover[image: External link] (30 Rock[image: External link]), Jake Johnson[image: External link] (New Girl[image: External link]), Brendan Hay[image: External link] (The Simpsons[image: External link]), Jessica Goldberg[image: External link] ( Parenthood[image: External link]) Pamela Katz[image: External link] and many others.

The faculty of the department includes Charlie Rubin[image: External link] ( Seinfeld[image: External link], Saturday Night Live), James Felder[image: External link] (Generator Rex[image: External link]), Shinho Lee[image: External link] (The Chaser (film)[image: External link]), Walter Bernstein[image: External link] (Fail Safe[image: External link], The Front[image: External link]), Sabrina Dhawan[image: External link] (Monsoon Wedding[image: External link]), Jeremy Pikser[image: External link] ( Bulworth[image: External link], War, Inc.[image: External link]), Richard Wesley[image: External link] (Uptown Saturday Night[image: External link]), and Suzan-Lori Parks[image: External link] ( Topdog/Underdog[image: External link]). The chair of the department is Terry Curtis Fox.
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 Interactive Telecommunications Program




The Interactive Telecommunications Program is a graduate department focused on the study and design of new media[image: External link], computational media and embedded computing under the umbrella of interactivity.

Founded in 1979, the origins of the program date back to 1971 when George Stoney[image: External link] and Red Burns[image: External link] created the Alternate Media Center (AMC). ITP grew out of the work of the AMC, and set the stage for the experimentation which would follow as well as the informing spirit of collaboration, and the ongoing emphasis on crafting social applications and putting the needs of the user first. A center for application development and field trials, the AMC initially focused on exploring the then-new tool of portable video made possible by Sony[image: External link]'s introduction of the Portapak[image: External link] video camera.

Burns and her colleagues at the AMC came from backgrounds in documentary film[image: External link] and traditional media—they shared a vision for a freely accessible, grass-roots technology which would enable users to create their own documentaries and distribute them widely. They lobbied Congress for the creation of what is now public-access television[image: External link] and significant field trials for two-way television in community settings, the use of teletext[image: External link] in major urban centers and communications technologies for the developmentally disabled[image: External link].

Burns believed that a graduate course of study was needed to train creative, forward thinking, ethical new media developers for what she saw would be a new and growing field. With the founding Chair, Martin Elton, at the helm, the first 20 graduate students entered the program in 1979. In 1983 Burns turned her full attention from AMC to ITP and was appointed Chair of the department, taking over from then Chair Mitchell Moss, a position she held until she stepped down in 2011. Thereafter she held the title of Chief Collaborations Officer at ITP. In 1996, she was awarded the Tokyo Broadcasting Systems Chair. Under her leadership the department became a center for scholars and practitioners to engage new technologies and put them in the hands of media-makers.

Michael Mills, former full-time faculty member of ITP, went on to Apple Computer[image: External link]. He contributed to the group that developed the original prototypes that later became QuickTime[image: External link]. Current ITP chair Dan O'Sullivan, during his student years, served as an intern at Apple and created the prototype for the first navigable interactive video movies—a parallel effort to what was going on in ATG's 3-D graphics group at the time. O'Sullivan also introduced the first widely used interactive television application in NYC, produced and broadcast directly from ITP by way of Manhattan Cable Public Access.

Industry leaders, artists and visionaries who have lectured at ITP over the years include Chairman and CEO of R/Greenberg Associates[image: External link] Digital Studios Robert M. Greenberg, musician and pioneer of immersive virtual reality Jaron Lanier[image: External link], multimedia artist Vito Acconci[image: External link], multimedia artist & musician Laurie Anderson[image: External link], Ethernet creator Bob Metcalfe[image: External link], CEO of New York Times Digital Martin Nisenholtz, artist Toshio Iwai[image: External link], and Masamichi Udagawa and Sigi Moeslinger of Antenna Design.

Current ITP faculty members are known for their contributions to the new media field -- Daniel Rozin[image: External link], Chrysler Design Award[image: External link]-Winning Artist in Residence, has had his work shown in major museums around the world, most recently at the Israel Museum; Dan O'Sullivan and Tom Igoe co-authored a text on physical computing[image: External link] and Igoe has individually authored several books on programming and using the arduino[image: External link]; Jean-Marc Gauthier is the author of several books on interactive 3D applications, and his art installations have been seen internationally; Douglas Rushkoff[image: External link] and Clay Shirky[image: External link] are widely published critics, authors and journalists; Marianne Petit is an artist known for her interactive stories and her work in assistive technologies and social applications; Daniel Shiffman[image: External link] has published two books on the Processing (programming language)[image: External link]; Red Burns has served on many boards and is regularly an invited speaker at industry events—she is also the recipient of a Chrysler Design Award, for "Design Champion," a leadership award from the New York Hall of Science[image: External link], the educator award from the Art Directors Club[image: External link], Crain's All Star Award, the NYC Mayor's Award for science and technology and was the first recipient of the Matrix Award.

Previous alumni include: Foursquare[image: External link] founder Dennis Crowley[image: External link]; digital artist and MacArthur Foundation Fellow[image: External link] Camille Utterback[image: External link]; TED talk speaker and creator low cost water testing device Sonaar Luthra; and online reputation management specialist[image: External link] Steven W. Giovinco.[17]
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 Department of Photography and Imaging




The Department of Photography & Imaging at Tisch is a four-year undergraduate BFA program centered on the making and understanding of images. Students explore photo-based imagery as personal and cultural expression. The program offers students both the intensive focus of an arts curriculum while demanding a serious and broad grounding in the liberal arts. It is a diverse department embracing multiple perspectives; the 140 majors work in virtually all modes of analog and digital photo-based image making and multimedia. The Department of Photography and Imaging teaches students how to make and understand images, while exploring photo-based imagery as personal and cultural expression. Studies include both the intensive focus of an arts curriculum that consists of studio/production and photo history and criticism and a serious and broad grounding in the liberal arts. The department embraces multiple perspectives, and students work in virtually all modes of photo-based image-making, using both analog and digital technologies. Students take courses in studio/production, photo history and criticism, liberal arts, and elective areas.

Faculty and staff of the department consist of artists, commercial and documentary photographers, designers, critics, historians, and scholars, offer a wide range of perspectives. Alumni from the department go on to exhibit their work in galleries and museums; publish in national newspapers and magazines; pursue graduate degrees; become art critics; work as documentary photographers and photojournalists, filmmakers, graphic designers, web designers, picture editors, and educators; work in computer graphics and multimedia; and work in museums, educational, and community art settings.

The faculty of the department includes Wafaa Bilal[image: External link]—who installed a camera in the back of his head, Neil Selkirk[image: External link]—Diane Arbus’s only posthumous printer, Shelley Rice—a Fulbright Scholar and an important photography historian and critic knighted in France, Deborah Willis[image: External link]—one of the preeminent scholars of African-American photography and history and Mark Jenkins[image: External link] - renown American artist most widely known for his street installations.

Notable alumni include Hank Willis Thomas[image: External link], Rachel Morrison[image: External link], Wyatt Gallery[image: External link], Will Steacy[image: External link] and Paul Sepuya[image: External link].
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 The Clive Davis Institute of Recorded Music




The Clive Davis Institute of Recorded Music (Recorded Music or ReMu) is a training ground for aspiring creative entrepreneurs. This undergraduate degree program has four main areas of curricular study: business, production, writing, history & emergent media, and musicianship & performance, all with a special focus on pop, rock, R&B, and hip hop. It is the only program of its kind to offer a BFA degree in Recorded Music.[citation needed[image: External link]]

As is the case with all Tisch programs, professional training is combined with a solid liberal arts education. In addition to the 58 credits taken within the Institute, students are expected to earn a total of 44 general education points in courses offered by Tisch and the NYU College of Arts and Sciences. Students also complement their study with 26 points in elective courses taken in their areas of interest. Additionally, in their senior year, students are required to develop a Capstone Project, a full creative plan to launch themselves as entrepreneurs. Projects vary, but have included launching various types of record labels, publishing, production, and new media companies; building a video game development studio; and starting an innovative music venue.

The institute offers over 135 courses on a rotating basis. Highlights include: Topics: Punk Rock, Topics: Paul Simon & Graceland, Topics: The Motown Legacy, Legal & Business Essentials for Performing Artists, Branding, Funding Your Music Venture, Curating Live Music Events, The Art of Mixing, Mastering the Record, Arranging the Record, The Virtual Producer: Beats & Beatmaking, Writing the Hit Song, Stage Presence & The Art of Performance, Private Vocal Coaching, and Image Development for the Performing Artist.

In addition to coursework, an essential component of a student's educational experience at the Clive Davis Institute of Recorded Music consists of special events. Through lectures, interviews, performances, panels, workshops, and demonstrations, Recorded Music faculty and invited guests delve into topics that enhance the knowledge and information presented in Recorded Music’s classrooms and studios. Guests have included D'Angelo, Jay-Z, Clive Davis, Fat Boy Slim, Rob Thomas, Troy Carter, Kevin Liles, Amanda Palmer, Young Guru, DJ Swivel, Tommy Mottola, Marshall Crenshaw, Desmond Child, Jesse Harris, Tony Visconti, Steve Lilywhite, and Paul Shaffer, to name a few. The institute also routinely participates in the EMP Pop Music Conference and CMJ Music Marathon.

Full-time faculty include: Jeff Rabhan[image: External link], Chair of the program and longtime artist manager, music-industry executive and international consultant; producer/mixer/engineer Nick Sansano[image: External link], who is also the institute’s Associate Chair; journalist/cultural critic Jason King[image: External link]; Grammy-Award-winning sound engineer Jim Anderson[image: External link]; Errol Kolosine, former General Manager of Astralwerks; hip-hop/R&B producer/mixer Bob Power; the "Dean of American Rock Critics" Robert Christgau[image: External link]; acclaimed author and radio host Dan Charnas[image: External link]; legal guru Lauren Davis; multi-instrumentalist/producer Jeff Peretz; and performing artist Nora York. Adjunct faculty includes Questlove[image: External link], drummer of The Roots; Josh Deutsch, Chairman of Downtown Records[image: External link]; Bob Marley’s former publicist, Vivien Goldman[image: External link]; music critic Julianne Escobedo Shepherd; and producer David Kahne[image: External link]. Duncan Sheik[image: External link] is our acting Performer-in-Residence. The "In Residence" position has been held previously by Desmond Child[image: External link] (Songwriter-in-Residence), Ryan Leslie[image: External link] (Artist-in-Residence), Swizz Beatz[image: External link] (Producer-in-Residence), and Tom Sturges (Executive-in-Residence).

Notable alumni include producer Arca[image: External link]; MBK Entertainment/RCA Recording artist Elle Varner[image: External link], Bo Pericic of the trance duo Filo & Peri[image: External link], Dan Knobler and Jon Seale, co-founders of audio/visual company Mason Jar Music[image: External link],[18] Meridith Valiando Rojas[image: External link] who developed DigiTour Media[image: External link], and Carter Matschullat, who started indie label Dovecote Records[image: External link].
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 Skirball Center for New Media




The Skirball Center for New Media includes the Department of Cinema Studies[image: External link], and the Moving Image Archiving and Preservation (MIAP) program. The MIAP program is a two-year graduate program, founded and led by Howard Besser[image: External link], during which students study and prepare for careers in moving image archiving and preservation. The Department of Cinema Studies has both graduate and undergraduate programs, and is chaired by Richard Allen (film studies scholar).
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 The NYU Game Center




The NYU Game Center is dedicated to the exploration of games as a cultural form and game design as creative practice. The NYU Game Center currently has a two-year Masters in Fine Arts program and an Undergraduate four-year major and minor.[19]

In addition to academic programs, NYU Game Center offers an Open Library that features a collection of digital and non-digital games for casual playing.

Faculty include Eric Zimmerman[image: External link], Bennett Foddy[image: External link], Clara Fernandez-Vara, and Charles Pratt.

Classes and events take place at the Media and Games Network (MAGNET) at the NYU Brooklyn campus[image: External link].[20]
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 The Department of Art and Public Policy




An Activist, Critical, Interdisciplinary Graduate Program

The politics that make art. The politics that art makes. This is an opportunity for artists and those working in the intellectual and institutional domains of art to enhance and elaborate the value and significance of their creative endeavors through intensive study, reflection, and engagement with the university and the world. Based at Tisch, the program combines a dedicated core faculty with access to faculty and courses from five different schools at New York University.

Students who undertake this advanced course of study will gain a broad understanding of the issues and the skills required to make their ideas work in practice. They will be well placed to assume a leadership role in creating new institutional venues and public forums for creative work with their publics and for deepening an understanding of how art enriches social life. Students will be encouraged to become advocates for the arts from within the arts. The program will provide a deep grasp of what makes art necessary—both aesthetically and socially—and what constrains its expression and development. They will complicate received notions of access to the arts and the artist’s social responsibility.

The M.A. in Arts Politics Program provides a critical and analytic setting in which artists and others with a social commitment to the arts can develop the means for an appraisal of the political implications and social significance of their work. The program combines an administrative home within the Tisch School of the Arts with partnerships across other NYU schools to offer a spectrum of interdisciplinary courses. The curriculum examines, in an activist key, the relation between art and society and the role of the artist in civic life. Art is treated as providing a particular lens through which the social world can be understood and as a medium of cultural intervention in political processes.

The M.A. program combines core courses with relevant electives drawn from across the University. Students attend classes with those who have related arts interests in other University areas and come together to critically reflect on the discourses and practical strategies that issue from the ability of art to intervene in and transform the social world. Arts politics considers art as both a way of knowing and a kind of action, as an invitation to claim artistic citizenship and a means to democratize the public sphere.

Arts politics attends to both formal and informal political processes that bear on the production, dissemination, and reception of the arts. It integrates approaches from the humanities, social sciences, and the arts themselves. It studies governmental and policy processes and the institutional ecology and political economy of the arts. It employs perspectives that understand how to decode cultural meanings, how social movements are formed, and how to read the aesthetic dimension of contemporary politics. Through official patronage and censorship, celebration and loathing, affirmation and critique of prevailing values, art has long been imbricated and implicated in the political. Yet arts politics is never fixed; its historical and cross-cultural variations help us understand what possibilities exist for civically engaged artists working in the present.

Faculty include Randy Martin, Karen Finley[image: External link], Kathy Engel, Pato Hebert, Sheril D. Antonio, Ella Shohat[image: External link], Marta Moreno Vega, Oskar Eustis[image: External link], and Mary Schmidt Campbell[image: External link].
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 Tisch School of the Arts, Asia




NYU's first branch campus abroad was the result of a partnership with Singapore[image: External link] Government agencies under Singapore's Global Schoolhouse program. Tisch Asia was also Singapore’s first graduate arts school and offered Master of Fine Arts degrees in animation and digital arts, dramatic writing, film and international media producing. Summer programs included professional workshops and non-credit certificate courses.

The campus opened in fall 2007 on the former Ministry of Education[image: External link] & Republic Polytechnic[image: External link] grounds at 3 Kay Siang Road, Singapore, with the intention to enroll approximately 250 students.[21] The anticipated enrollment figures were not achieved, financial irregularities were alleged and Tisch Asia President Pari Sara Shirazi was dismissed from her post by NYU in November 2011.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In a letter to the Tisch Asia community dated 8 November 2012, Dean Mary Schmidt Campbell announced that the campus would close after 2014 with recruitment and admission of new students suspended with immediate effect. While celebrating the creative and academic achievements at the Singapore campus, she cited financial challenges as the reason for the closure decision. Schmidt-Campbell pledged that NYU would honour commitments to existing students and staff. The letter quoted support from Singapore's Economic Development Board stating that it remained open to future collaboration with NYU.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Subsequent reporting has begun to reveal details of the complex negotiations around the closure.[22]
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 Notable alumni




Main article: List of NYU Tisch School of the Arts people[image: External link]
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Stand-up Comedy






"Stand-up" and "Stand Up Comedy" redirect here. For the U2 song, see Stand Up Comedy (song)[image: External link]. For other uses, see Stand Up (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Stand-up comedy is a comic[image: External link] style in which a comedian[image: External link] performs in front of a live audience, usually speaking directly to them. The performer is commonly known as a comic, stand-up comic, stand-up comedian, or simply a stand-up.[1] In stand-up comedy, the comedian usually recites a grouping of humorous stories, jokes[image: External link] and one-liners[image: External link] typically called a monologue[image: External link], routine, or act. Some stand-up comedians use props[image: External link], music[image: External link], or magic tricks[image: External link] to "enhance" their acts. Stand-up comedy is often performed in comedy clubs[image: External link], bars[image: External link] and pubs[image: External link], nightclubs[image: External link], neo-burlesques[image: External link], colleges[image: External link] and theatres[image: External link]. Outside of live performance, stand-up is often distributed commercially via television, DVD[image: External link], CD[image: External link] and the internet[image: External link].[1][2]



TOP
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 Overview




In stand-up comedy, the feedback of the audience is instant and crucial for the comedian's act. Audiences expect a stand-up comic to provide a steady stream of laughs, and a performer is always under pressure to deliver. Will Ferrell has called stand-up comedy "hard, lonely and vicious".[2]

A stand-up comedy show may involve only one comedian, or feature a "headline" or a "showcase" format.[citation needed[image: External link]] A headline format typically features an opening act known as a host, compère (UK), or master of ceremonies[image: External link] (MC), who usually warms up the crowd, interacts with the audience members, makes announcements, and introduces the other performers. This is followed by one or two "middle" or "featured" acts, who perform 15- to 20-minute sets, followed by a headliner who performs for longer. The "showcase" format consists of several acts who perform for roughly equal lengths of time, typical in smaller clubs such as the Comedy Cellar[image: External link], or Jongleurs[image: External link], or at large events where the billing of several names allows for a larger venue than the individual comedians could draw. A showcase format may still feature an MC.

Many smaller venues hold "open mic[image: External link]" events, where anyone can take the stage and perform for the audience, offering a way for amateur performers to hone their craft and possibly break into the profession, or for established professionals to work on their material.

"Bringer shows" are another opportunity for amateur performers. The performer must bring a specified number of paying guests in order to get stage time. The guests usually have to pay a cover charge and there is often a minimum number of drinks that must be ordered. These shows usually have a "showcase" format. This type of show gives comedians better exposure than open mics because there is usually better audience turnout and industry professionals sometimes go to watch. Different comedy clubs have different requirements for their bringer shows. Gotham Comedy Club in New York City, for example, usually has ten-person bringers, while Broadway Comedy Club in New York City usually has six-person bringers.

As the name implies, "stand-up" comedians usually perform their material while standing, though this is not mandatory.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 History
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 Greek roots




Stand-up comedy has its origin in classic Parrhesia[image: External link] in 400 BC used for cynics[image: External link] and epicureans[image: External link] in order to tell the reality without censorship.[3]
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 United Kingdom




Stand-up comedy in the United Kingdom[image: External link] began in the music halls[image: External link] of the 18th and 19th centuries. Notable performers who rose through the 20th century music hall circuit were Morecambe and Wise[image: External link], Arthur Askey[image: External link], Ken Dodd[image: External link] and Max Miller[image: External link], who was considered to be the quintessential music-hall comedian. The heavy censorship regime of the Lord Chamberlain's Office[image: External link] required all comedians to submit their acts for censorship[image: External link]. The act would be returned with unacceptable sections underlined in blue pencil (possibly giving rise to the term "blue" for a comedian whose act is considered bawdy or smutty). The comedian was then obliged not to deviate from the act in its edited form.[1]

The rise of the post-war comedians coincided with the rise of television and radio, and the traditional music hall circuit suffered greatly as a result. Whereas a music hall performer could work for years using just one act, television exposure created a constant demand for new material, although this may have also been responsible for the cessation of theatrical censorship in 1968.[citation needed[image: External link]]

By the 1970s, music hall entertainment was virtually dead. Alternative circuits had evolved, such as working men's clubs[image: External link].[1] Some of the more successful comedians on the working men's club circuit—including Bernard Manning[image: External link], Bobby Thompson[image: External link], Frank Carson[image: External link] and Stan Boardman[image: External link] — eventually made their way to television via such shows as The Wheeltappers and Shunters Social Club[image: External link]. The "alternative" comedy scene also began to evolve. Some of the earliest successes came from folk clubs[image: External link], where performers such as Billy Connolly[image: External link], Mike Harding[image: External link] and Jasper Carrott[image: External link] started as relatively straight musical acts whose between-song banter developed into complete comedy routines. The 1960s had also seen the satire boom, including the creation of the club, the Establishment[image: External link], which, amongst other things, gave British audiences their first taste of extreme American stand-up comedy from Lenny Bruce[image: External link].[4] Victoria Wood[image: External link] launched her stand-up career in the early 1980s, which included observational conversation mixed with comedy songs. Wood was to become one of the country's most successful comedians, in 2001 selling out the Royal Albert Hall[image: External link] for 15 nights in a row.

In 1979, the first American-style stand-up comedy club, the Comedy Store[image: External link] was opened in London by Peter Rosengard, where many alternative comedy stars of the 1980s, such as Dawn French[image: External link] and Jennifer Saunders[image: External link], Alexei Sayle[image: External link], Craig Ferguson[image: External link], Rik Mayall[image: External link] and Ade Edmondson[image: External link] began their careers.[5] The stand-up comedy circuit rapidly expanded from London across the UK. The present British stand-up comedy circuit arose from the 'alternative' comedy revolution of the 1980s, with political and observational humor being the prominent styles to flourish. In 1983, young drama teacher Maria Kempinska created Jongleurs[image: External link] Comedy Clubs, now the largest stand-up comedy chain in Europe. Stand up comedy is believed to have been performed originally as a one-man show. Lately, this type of show started to involve a group of young comedians, especially in Europe.
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 United States




Stand-up comedy in the United States has its roots in various traditions of popular entertainment of the late 19th century, including vaudeville[image: External link], English music hall[image: External link], burlesque[image: External link] or early variety shows[image: External link]; minstrel[image: External link] shows, humorist[image: External link] monologues by personalities such as Mark Twain[image: External link], and circus clown[image: External link] antics. With the turn of the century and ubiquitousness of urban and industrial living, the structure, pacing and timing, and material of American humor began to change. Comedians of this era often depended on fast-paced joke delivery, slapstick, outrageous or lewd innuendo, and donned an ethnic persona—African, Scottish, German, Jewish—and built a routine based on popular stereotypes. Jokes were generally broad and material was widely shared, or in some cases, stolen. Industrialized American audiences sought entertainment as a way to escape and confront city living.

The founders of modern American stand-up comedy include Moms Mabley[image: External link], Jack Benny[image: External link], Bob Hope[image: External link], George Burns[image: External link], Fred Allen[image: External link], Milton Berle[image: External link] and Frank Fay[image: External link] all of whom came from vaudeville or the Chitlin' Circuit[image: External link].[6] They spoke directly to the audience as themselves, in front of the curtain, known as performing "in one". Frank Fay gained acclaim as a "master of ceremonies[image: External link]" at New York's Palace Theater[image: External link]. Vaudevillian Charlie Case (also spelled Charley Case)[image: External link] is often credited with the first form of stand-up comedy; performing humorous monologues without props or costumes. This had not been done before during a vaudeville show.

Nightclubs and resorts became the new breeding ground for stand-ups. Acts such as Alan King[image: External link], Danny Thomas[image: External link], Martin and Lewis[image: External link], Don Rickles[image: External link], Joan Rivers[image: External link] and Jack E. Leonard[image: External link] flourished in these new arenas.

In the 1950s and into the 1960s, stand-ups such as Mort Sahl[image: External link] began developing their acts in small folk clubs like San Francisco's hungry i[image: External link] (owned by impresario Enrico Banducci[image: External link] and origin of the ubiquitous "brick wall" behind comedians)[7] or New York's Bitter End[image: External link]. These comedians added an element of social satire and expanded both the language and boundaries of stand-up, venturing into politics, race relations[image: External link], and sexual humor[image: External link]. Lenny Bruce[image: External link] became known as 'the' obscene comic when he used language that usually led to his arrest.[8] After Lenny Bruce, arrests for obscene language on stage nearly disappeared until George Carlin[image: External link] was arrested on 21 July 1972 at Milwaukee[image: External link]'s Summerfest[image: External link] after performing the routine "Seven Words You Can Never Say on Television[image: External link]"[9] (the case against Carlin was eventually dismissed).

Other notable comics from this era include Woody Allen[image: External link], Shelley Berman[image: External link], Phyllis Diller[image: External link], and Bob Newhart[image: External link]. Some Black American[image: External link] comedians such as Redd Foxx[image: External link], George Kirby[image: External link], Bill Cosby[image: External link], and Dick Gregory[image: External link] began to cross over to white audiences during this time.

In the 1970s, several entertainers became major stars based on stand-up comedy performances. Richard Pryor[image: External link] and George Carlin followed Lenny Bruce's acerbic style to become icons. Stand-up expanded from clubs, resorts, and coffee houses into major concerts in sports arenas and amphitheaters. Steve Martin[image: External link] and Bill Cosby had levels of success with gentler comic routines. The older style of stand-up comedy (no social satire) was kept alive by Rodney Dangerfield[image: External link] and Buddy Hackett[image: External link], who enjoyed revived careers late in life. Television programs such as Saturday Night Live and The Tonight Show[image: External link] helped publicize the careers of other stand-up comedians, including Janeane Garofalo[image: External link], Bill Maher[image: External link] and Jay Leno[image: External link].

From the 1970s to the '90s, different styles of comedy began to emerge, from the madcap stylings of Robin Williams, to the odd observations of Jerry Seinfeld[image: External link] and Ellen DeGeneres[image: External link], the ironic musings of Steven Wright[image: External link], to the mimicry of Whoopi Goldberg[image: External link], and Eddie Murphy[image: External link]. These comedians would serve to influence the next generation of comedians, including Chris Rock, Martin Lawrence[image: External link], Dave Chappelle[image: External link], Dave Attell[image: External link], Patrice O'Neal[image: External link], Greg Giraldo[image: External link], Doug Benson[image: External link], Bill Hicks[image: External link], Margaret Cho[image: External link], Bill Burr[image: External link], David Cross[image: External link], Louis C.K.[image: External link], Mitch Hedberg[image: External link], Maria Bamford[image: External link], Jim Norton[image: External link], Dave Foley[image: External link], Todd Glass[image: External link], Kevin Hart[image: External link], Sammy Obeid[image: External link], Joe Rogan[image: External link], Doug Stanhope[image: External link], and Sarah Silverman[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 India




Stand-up comedy in India is a young artform. Even though the history of live comedy performances in India traces its early roots back to 1980s, for a long time stand-up comedians were only given supporting/filler acts in various performances (dance or music).

In 1986, India's Johnny Lever[image: External link] performed in a charity show called "Hope 86", in front of the whole Hindi film industry as a filler and was loved by audience. His talent was recognized.[10][11] He started to perform in musical shows (orchestras) and after earning fame, joined the group of Kalyanji-Anandji, a legendary music direction duo.[citation needed[image: External link]] Even before joining Hindustan Lever, he was giving stage performances. As because of his growing absenteeisms and since he was earning well from stage shows, he quit HLL in the year 1981. He did a lot of shows and world tours with them, one of his first big tours being with Amitabh Bachchan[image: External link] in 1982.

It was not until 2005, when the TV show The Great Indian Laughter Challenge[image: External link] garnered huge popularity and stand-up comedy in itself started getting recognised. Thus, a lot more comedians became popular and started performing various live and TV shows. The demand for comedy content continues to increase. Some popular comedians around 2005-2008 include Raju Srivastav, Kapil Sharma, Sunil Pal etc. Most of them performed their acts in Hindi.

Raju Srivastav[image: External link] first appeared on the comedy talent show The Great Indian Laughter Challenge[image: External link]. He finished as second runner-up and then took part in the spin-off, The Great Indian Laughter Challenge — Champions, in which he won the title of "The King of Comedy".[12] Srivastava was a participant on season 3 of Bigg Boss[image: External link]. He has participated in the comedy show Comedy Ka Maha Muqabla.[13]

Kapil Sharma[image: External link] is ranked no. 3 at the most admired Indian personality list by The Economic Times[image: External link] in 2015.[14] Currently he is hosting the most popular Indian comedy show "The Kapil Sharma Show[image: External link]" after "Comedy Nights with Kapil[image: External link]".[15] Sharma had been working in the comedy show Hasde Hasande Raho on MH One, until he got his first break in The Great Indian Laughter Challenge[image: External link], one of the nine reality television shows he has won. He became the winner of the show in 2007 for which he won 10 lakhs as prize money.[15]

Sharma participated in Sony Entertainment Television’s Comedy Circus[image: External link].[16] He became the winner of all six seasons of "Comedy Circus[image: External link]" he participated in.[17] He has hosted dance reality show Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa Season 6[image: External link][18] and also hosted comedy show Chhote Miyan[image: External link].[19][20] Sharma also participated in the show Ustaadon Ka Ustaad[image: External link].

Around the 2008-2009, two other popular comedians Papa CJ and Vir Das returned to India and started making their marks on Indian comedy scene. Both of them were exposed to UK and US comedy routines and they performed mostly in English. At the same time, a few more youngsters got inspired and started taking plunge into stand-up comedy.

Since 2011, the stand-up comedy has been getting substantial appreciation. The Comedy Store from London opened an outlet in Mumbai's Palladium Mall where people would regularly enjoy comedians from UK. The Comedy Story also supported local comedians and helped them grow. This outlet eventually become Canvas Laugh Club in Mumbai.

Around 2011, people started organizing different comedy open mic events in Mumbai, Delhi (and Gurgaon), Bangalore. All of this happened in association with growth of a counterculture in Indian cities which catered to the appetite of younger generations for live events for comedy, poetry, storytelling, and music. Various stand up events were covered by popular news channels such NDTV / Aajtak etc. and were appreciated by millions of viewers.

As a result of these developments, plus the increasing penetration of YouTube (along with Internet), Indian stand up comedy started reaching further masses. While the established comedians such as Vir Das, Papa CJ were independently growing through various corporate / international performances, other comedians such Vipul Goyal, Biswa Kalyan Rath, Kenny Sebastian, Kanan Gill grew popular through YouTube videos. 2015 also saw the rise of Zakir Khan as an extremely likable popular comedian in Indian stand-up scene.

The industry, still in its early stages, now sees a lot more influx of aspiring comedians as it transforms the ecosystem around it.
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Umer Shareef[image: External link] was born in Liaquatabad[image: External link], Karachi[image: External link][ when?[image: External link]] as Mohammad Umer. (He changed his name to Omer Sharif when he joined the theater). He started his career in entertainment in 1974, when at age 14 he became a stage performer in Karachi.

Early on, Sharif worked as a background musician with a group of friends, playing at local parties and functions. Sharif became one of the best-known stage performers in Pakistan after his extremely popular 1989 comedy stage plays Bakra Qistoon Pay and Buddha Ghar Pe Hai. In both he starred with Moin Akhter[image: External link], another well-known Pakistani actor. Sharif was one of the first actors who started to record his shows for video rentals, which played a major part in his success[citation needed[image: External link]]. Yes Sir Eid, No Sir Eid and Bakra Qistoon Pay were the first two-stage shows to come out on video[ where?[image: External link]], respectively.

Sharif attained considerable fame and is sometimes called[by whom?[image: External link]] "the King of Comedy" in South Asia.[citation needed[image: External link]] His videos are sold at stores across India.

Sharif was a guest judge for one of the episodes of the Indian comedy show The Great Indian Laughter Challenge[image: External link], alongside Navjot Singh Siddhu[image: External link] and Shekhar Suman[image: External link]. Sharif also hosts The Sharif Show, where he interviews film and television actors, entertainers, musicians, and politicians. He has also served as Master of Ceremonies for local and overseas events[examples needed[image: External link]].[21]

For the 50-year anniversary of Pakistan's independence[image: External link], Sharif performed a play called Umer Sharif Haazir Ho. In the play, a representative from every occupation was called into court and asked what they had done for Pakistan in the past 50 years. The Lawyer's Association stated a case against Sharif as a result.[22]
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Stand-up comedy is the focus of four major international festivals: the Edinburgh Festival Fringe[image: External link] in Edinburgh[image: External link], Scotland; Just for Laughs[image: External link] in Montreal[image: External link] and Toronto[image: External link], Canada; HBO's U.S. Comedy Arts Festival[image: External link] in Aspen, CO[image: External link], and the Melbourne International Comedy Festival[image: External link] in Melbourne[image: External link], Australia. A number of other festivals operate around the world, including The Comedy Festival[image: External link] in Las Vegas[image: External link], the Vancouver Comedy Festival, the New York Comedy Festival, the Boston Comedy and Film Festival, the New York Underground Film Festival[image: External link], the Sydney Comedy Festival[image: External link], and the Cat Laughs[image: External link] Comedy Festival in Kilkenny[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link]. Radio hosts Opie and Anthony[image: External link] also produce a comedy tour called Opie and Anthony's Traveling Virus Comedy Tour[image: External link], featuring their own co-host, Jim Norton[image: External link] as well as several other stand-up comedians regularly featured on their radio show. There is also a festival in Hong Kong called the HK International Comedy Festival[image: External link].

The festival format has proven quite successful at attracting attention to the art of stand-up, and is often used as a scouting and proving ground by industry professionals seeking new comedy talent. In the US, performances at colleges are an important market for stand-up comedians, with many tour bookings made at the annual convention of the National Association for Campus Activities[image: External link] (NACA).[23] However, in the mid-2010s performers Chris Rock and Jerry Seinfeld as well as journalists reported college campuses as having become a repressive environment for stand-up comedy, with expectations of political correctness[image: External link] precluding much material that is successful in more open venues.[23]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Training and the importance of improvisation




There are comedy schools that work with new comics to workshop material. Comics work to overcome stage fright and better their writing skills by helping their classmates improve their sets.[24] Some schools, like Manhattan Comedy School, offer improvisation classes for comics so that they are more comfortable with straying from written material. Improv also helps comics think more quickly when dealing with hecklers. Hecklers are people who interrupt sets, usually with negative comments or gibes. Improv is also key when doing crowd work, which is when comics interact directly with the audience.
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Many of the earliest vaudeville-era stand-ups gained their greater recognition on radio. They often opened their programs with topical monologues, characterized by ad-libs[image: External link] and discussions about anything from the latest films to a missed birthday. Each program tended to be divided into the opening monologue, musical number, followed by a skit[image: External link] or story routine. A "feud" between Fred Allen[image: External link] and Jack Benny[image: External link] was used as comic material for nearly a decade.

HBO[image: External link] presented comedians uncensored for the first time, beginning with Robert Klein[image: External link] in 1975, and was instrumental in reaching larger audiences. George Carlin was a perennial favorite, who appeared in 14 HBO comedy specials.

Continuing that tradition, most modern stand-up comedians use television or motion pictures to reach a level of success and recognition unattainable in the comedy-club circuit alone.

Since the mid-2000s, online video-sharing sites such as YouTube[image: External link] have also provided a venue for stand-up comedians, and many comedians' performances can be viewed online.[25]
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A film, also called a movie, motion picture, theatrical film, or photoplay, is a series of still images which, when shown on a screen, creates the illusion of moving images due to the phi phenomenon[image: External link]. This optical illusion causes the audience to perceive continuous motion between separate objects viewed rapidly in succession. The process of filmmaking[image: External link] is both an art[image: External link] and an industry[image: External link]. A film is created by photographing[image: External link] actual scenes with a motion picture camera[image: External link]; by photographing drawings or miniature models using traditional animation[image: External link] techniques; by means of CGI[image: External link] and computer animation[image: External link]; or by a combination of some or all of these techniques and other visual effects[image: External link].

The word "cinema", short for cinematography[image: External link], is often used to refer to the industry of films and filmmaking or to the art of filmmaking itself. The contemporary definition of cinema is the art of simulating experiences to communicate ideas, stories, perceptions, feelings, beauty or atmosphere by the means of recorded or programmed moving images along with other sensory stimulations.[1]

Films were originally recorded onto plastic film through a photochemical[image: External link] process and then shown through a movie projector[image: External link] onto a large screen. The adoption of CGI-based special effects led to the use of digital intermediates[image: External link]. Most contemporary films are now fully digital[image: External link] through the entire process of production, distribution, and exhibition from start to finish. Films recorded in a photochemical form traditionally included an analogous optical soundtrack[image: External link], which is a graphic recording[image: External link] of the spoken words, music and other sounds[image: External link] that accompany the images. It runs along a portion of the film exclusively reserved for it and is not projected.

Films are cultural artifacts[image: External link] created by specific cultures[image: External link]. They reflect those cultures, and, in turn, affect them. Film is considered to be an important art[image: External link] form, a source of popular entertainment, and a powerful medium for educating[image: External link]—or indoctrinating[image: External link]—citizens. The visual basis of film gives it a universal power of communication. Some films have become popular worldwide attractions by using dubbing[image: External link] or subtitles[image: External link] to translate[image: External link] the dialog into the language of the viewer. Some have criticized the film industry's glorification of violence[2] and its potentially negative treatment of women.[3][4]

The individual images that make up a film are called frames[image: External link]. During projection of traditional films, a rotating shutter causes intervals of darkness as each frame, in turn, is moved into position to be projected, but the viewer does not notice the interruptions because of an effect known as persistence of vision[image: External link], whereby the eye retains a visual image for a fraction of a second after the source has been removed. The perception of motion is due to a psychological effect called phi phenomenon[image: External link].

The name "film" originates from the fact that photographic film[image: External link] (also called film stock[image: External link]) has historically been the medium[image: External link] for recording and displaying motion pictures. Many other terms exist for an individual motion picture, including picture, picture show, moving picture, photoplay, and flick. The most common term in the United States is movie, while in Europe film is preferred. Terms for the field, in general, include the big screen, the silver screen, the movies, and cinema; the latter is commonly used in scholarly texts and critical essays, especially by European writers. In early years, the word sheet was sometimes used instead of screen.
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Main article: History of film[image: External link]
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Preceding film in origin by thousands of years, early plays[image: External link] and dances[image: External link] had elements common to film: scripts[image: External link], sets[image: External link], costumes[image: External link], production[image: External link], direction[image: External link], actors[image: External link], audiences[image: External link], storyboards[image: External link] and scores[image: External link]. Much terminology later used in film theory and criticism apply, such as mise en scène[image: External link] (roughly, the entire visual picture at any one time). Owing to the lack of any technology for doing so, the moving images and sounds could not be recorded for replaying as with film.

The magic lantern[image: External link], probably created by Christiaan Huygens[image: External link] in the 1650s, could be used to project animation[image: External link], which was achieved by various types of mechanical slides. Typically, two glass slides, one with the stationary part of the picture and the other with the part that was to move, would be placed one on top of the other and projected together, then the moving slide would be hand-operated, either directly or by means of a lever or other mechanism. Chromotrope slides, which produced eye-dazzling displays of continuously cycling abstract geometrical patterns and colors, were operated by means of a small crank and pulley wheel that rotated a glass disc.[5]

In the mid-19th century, inventions such as Joseph Plateau[image: External link]'s phenakistoscope[image: External link] and the later zoetrope[image: External link] demonstrated that a carefully designed sequence of drawings, showing phases of the changing appearance of objects in motion, would appear to show the objects actually moving if they were displayed one after the other at a sufficiently rapid rate. These devices relied on the phenomenon of persistence of vision[image: External link] to make the display appear continuous even though the observer's view was actually blocked as each drawing rotated into the location where its predecessor had just been glimpsed. Each sequence was limited to a small number of drawings, usually twelve, so it could only show endlessly repeating cyclical motions. By the late 1880s, the last major device of this type, the praxinoscope[image: External link], had been elaborated into a form that employed a long coiled band containing hundreds of images painted on glass and used the elements of a magic lantern[image: External link] to project them onto a screen.

The use of sequences of photographs[image: External link] in such devices was initially limited to a few experiments with subjects photographed in a series of poses because the available emulsions[image: External link] were not sensitive enough to allow the short exposures[image: External link] needed to photograph subjects that were actually moving. The sensitivity was gradually improved and in the late 1870s, Eadweard Muybridge[image: External link] created the first animated image sequences photographed in real-time. A row of cameras was used, each, in turn, capturing one image on a photographic glass plate[image: External link], so the total number of images in each sequence was limited by the number of cameras, about two dozen at most. Muybridge used his system to analyze the movements of a wide variety of animal and human subjects. Hand-painted images based on the photographs were projected as moving images by means of his zoopraxiscope[image: External link].[6]
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By the end of the 1880s, the introduction of lengths of celluloid[image: External link] photographic film[image: External link] and the invention of motion picture cameras[image: External link], which could photograph an indefinitely long rapid sequence of images using only one lens, allowed several minutes of action to be captured and stored on a single compact reel[image: External link] of film. Some early films were made to be viewed by one person at a time through a "peep show" device such as the Kinetoscope[image: External link]. Others were intended for a projector[image: External link], mechanically similar to the camera and sometimes actually the same machine, which was used to shine an intense light through the processed and printed film and into a projection lens so that these "moving pictures" could be shown tremendously enlarged on a screen for viewing by an entire audience. The first kinetoscope film shown in public exhibition was Blacksmith Scene[image: External link], produced by Edison Manufacturing Company[image: External link] in 1893. The following year the company would begin Edison Studios[image: External link], which became an early leader in the film industry with notable early shorts including The Kiss[image: External link], and would go on to produce close to 1,200 films.

The first public screenings of films at which admission was charged were made in 1895 by the American Woodville Latham[image: External link] and his sons, using films produced by their company, and by the - arguably better known - French brothers Auguste and Louis Lumière[image: External link] with ten of their own productions.[citation needed[image: External link]] Private screenings had preceded these by several months, with Latham's slightly predating the Lumière brothers'.[citation needed[image: External link]] Another opinion is that the first public exhibition of projected motion pictures in America was at Brooklyn Institute[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link] 9 May 1893.
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 Early evolution




The earliest films were simply one static shot[image: External link] that showed an event or action with no editing[image: External link] or other cinematic techniques. Around the turn of the 20th century, films started stringing several scenes[image: External link] together to tell a story. The scenes were later broken up into multiple shots photographed from different distances and angles. Other techniques such as camera movement were developed as effective ways to tell a story with film. Until sound film[image: External link] became commercially practical in the late 1920s, motion pictures were a purely visual art[image: External link], but these innovative silent films[image: External link] had gained a hold on the public imagination. Rather than leave audiences with only the noise of the projector as an accompaniment, theater owners hired a pianist[image: External link] or organist[image: External link] or, in large urban theaters, a full orchestra[image: External link] to play music that fit the mood of the film at any given moment. By the early 1920s, most films came with a prepared list of sheet music to be used for this purpose, and complete film scores[image: External link] were composed for major productions.

The rise of European cinema was interrupted by the outbreak of World War I[image: External link], while the film industry in the United States flourished with the rise of Hollywood[image: External link], typified most prominently by the innovative work of D. W. Griffith[image: External link] in The Birth of a Nation[image: External link] (1915) and Intolerance[image: External link] (1916). However, in the 1920s, European filmmakers such as Sergei Eisenstein[image: External link], F. W. Murnau[image: External link] and Fritz Lang[image: External link], in many ways inspired by the meteoric wartime progress of film through Griffith, along with the contributions of Charles Chaplin[image: External link], Buster Keaton[image: External link] and others, quickly caught up with American film-making and continued to further advance the medium.
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 Sound




In the 1920s, the development of electronic sound recording[image: External link] technologies made it practical to incorporate a soundtrack[image: External link] of speech, music and sound effects[image: External link] synchronized with the action on the screen.[citation needed[image: External link]] The resulting sound films[image: External link] were initially distinguished from the usual silent "moving pictures" or "movies" by calling them "talking pictures" or "talkies."[citation needed[image: External link]] The revolution they wrought was swift. By 1930, silent film was practically extinct in the US and already being referred to as "the old medium."[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Colour




Another major technological development was the introduction of "natural color[image: External link]," which meant color that was photographically recorded from nature rather than added to black-and-white prints by hand-coloring, stencil-coloring or other arbitrary procedures, although the earliest processes typically yielded colors which were far from "natural" in appearance.[citation needed[image: External link]] While the advent of sound films quickly made silent films and theater musicians obsolete, color replaced black-and-white much more gradually.[citation needed[image: External link]] The pivotal innovation was the introduction of the three-strip version of the Technicolor[image: External link] process, first used for animated cartoons in 1932, then also for live-action short films[image: External link] and isolated sequences in a few feature films[image: External link], then for an entire feature film, Becky Sharp[image: External link], in 1935. The expense of the process was daunting, but favorable public response in the form of increased box office[image: External link] receipts usually justified the added cost. The number of films made in color slowly increased year after year.
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 1950s developments




In the early 1950s, the proliferation of black-and-white television started seriously depressing North American theater attendance.[citation needed[image: External link]] In an attempt to lure audiences back into theaters, bigger screens were installed, widescreen[image: External link] processes, polarized 3D projection[image: External link], and stereophonic sound[image: External link] were introduced, and more films were made in color, which soon became the rule rather than the exception. Some important mainstream Hollywood films were still being made in black-and-white as late as the mid-1960s, but they marked the end of an era. Color television receivers had been available in the US since the mid-1950s, but at first, they were very expensive and few broadcasts were in color. During the 1960s, prices gradually came down, color broadcasts became common, and sales boomed. The overwhelming public verdict in favor of color was clear. After the final flurry of black-and-white films had been released in mid-decade, all Hollywood studio productions were filmed in color, with rare exceptions reluctantly made only at the insistence of "star" directors such as Peter Bogdanovich[image: External link] and Martin Scorsese[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 1960s and later




The decades following the decline of the studio system[image: External link] in the 1960s saw changes in the production and style of film. Various New Wave movements (including the French New Wave[image: External link], Indian New Wave[image: External link], Japanese New Wave[image: External link], and New Hollywood[image: External link]) and the rise of film-school-educated independent filmmakers contributed to the changes the medium experienced in the latter half of the 20th century.[citation needed[image: External link]] Digital technology has been the driving force for change throughout the 1990s and into the 2000s. Digital 3D projection largely replaced earlier problem-prone 3D film systems and has become popular in the early 2010s.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Film theory




Main articles: Film theory[image: External link] and Philosophy of language film analysis[image: External link]


"Film theory" seeks to develop concise and systematic concepts that apply to the study of film as art[image: External link]. The concept of film as an art-form began with Ricciotto Canudo[image: External link]'s The Birth of the Sixth Art. Formalist film theory[image: External link], led by Rudolf Arnheim[image: External link], Béla Balázs[image: External link], and Siegfried Kracauer[image: External link], emphasized how film differed from reality and thus could be considered a valid fine art[image: External link]. André Bazin[image: External link] reacted against this theory by arguing that film's artistic essence lay in its ability to mechanically reproduce reality, not in its differences from reality, and this gave rise to realist theory. More recent analysis spurred by Jacques Lacan[image: External link]'s psychoanalysis and Ferdinand de Saussure[image: External link]'s semiotics[image: External link] among other things has given rise to psychoanalytic film theory[image: External link], structuralist film theory[image: External link], feminist film theory[image: External link], and others. On the other hand, critics from the analytical philosophy[image: External link] tradition, influenced by Wittgenstein[image: External link], try to clarify misconceptions used in theoretical studies and produce analysis of a film's vocabulary and its link to a form of life[image: External link].
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 Language




Film is considered to have its own language[image: External link]. James Monaco[image: External link] wrote a classic text on film theory, titled "How to Read a Film," that addresses this. Director Ingmar Bergman[image: External link] famously said, "Andrei Tarkovsky[image: External link] for me is the greatest director[image: External link], the one who invented a new language, true to the nature of film, as it captures life as a reflection, life as a dream." An example of the language is a sequence of back and forth images of one speaking actor's left profile, followed by another speaking actor's right profile, then a repetition of this, which is a language understood by the audience to indicate a conversation. This describes another theory of film, the 180-degree rule[image: External link], as a visual story-telling device with an ability to place a viewer in a context of being psychologically present through the use of visual composition and editing. The "Hollywood style[image: External link]" includes this narrative theory, due to the overwhelming practice of the rule by movie studios based in Hollywood, California, during film's classical era. Another example of cinematic language is having a shot that zooms in on the forehead of an actor with an expression of silent reflection that cuts to a shot of a younger actor who vaguely resembles the first actor, indicating that the first person is remembering a past self, an edit of compositions that causes a time transition.
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 Montage




Main article: Montage[image: External link]


Montage is the technique by which separate pieces of film are selected, edited, and then pieced together to make a new section of film. A scene could show a man going into battle, with flashbacks to his youth and to his home-life and with added special effects, placed into the film after filming is complete. As these were all filmed separately, and perhaps with different actors, the final version is called a montage. Directors developed a theory of montage, beginning with Eisenstein[image: External link] and the complex juxtaposition of images in his film Battleship Potemkin[image: External link].[7] Incorporation of musical and visual counterpoint[image: External link], and scene development through mise en scene[image: External link], editing[image: External link], and effects has led to more complex techniques comparable to those used in opera[image: External link] and ballet[image: External link].
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 Criticism




Main article: Film criticism[image: External link]


Film criticism is the analysis and evaluation of films. In general, these works can be divided into two categories: academic criticism by film scholars and journalistic film criticism that appears regularly in newspapers[image: External link] and other media. Film critics working for newspapers, magazines[image: External link], and broadcast media[image: External link] mainly review new releases. Normally they only see any given film once and have only a day or two to formulate their opinions. Despite this, critics have an important impact on the audience response and attendance at films, especially those of certain genres[image: External link]. Mass marketed action[image: External link], horror[image: External link], and comedy films[image: External link] tend not to be greatly affected by a critic's overall judgment of a film. The plot summary and description of a film and the assessment of the director's and screenwriters' work that makes up the majority of most film reviews can still have an important impact on whether people decide to see a film. For prestige films such as most dramas[image: External link] and art films[image: External link], the influence of reviews is important. Poor reviews from leading critics at major papers and magazines will often reduce audience interest and attendance.

The impact of a reviewer on a given film's box office[image: External link] performance is a matter of debate. Some observers claim that movie marketing[image: External link] in the 2000s is so intense, well-coordinated and well financed that reviewers cannot prevent a poorly written or filmed blockbuster[image: External link] from attaining market success. However, the cataclysmic failure of some heavily promoted films which were harshly reviewed, as well as the unexpected success of critically praised independent films indicates that extreme critical reactions can have considerable influence. Other observers note that positive film reviews have been shown to spark interest in little-known films. Conversely, there have been several films in which film companies have so little confidence that they refuse to give reviewers an advanced viewing to avoid widespread panning of the film. However, this usually backfires, as reviewers are wise to the tactic and warn the public that the film may not be worth seeing and the films often do poorly as a result. Journalist film critics are sometimes called film reviewers. Critics who take a more academic approach to films, through publishing in film journals and writing books about films using film theory[image: External link] or film studies[image: External link] approaches, study how film and filming techniques work, and what effect they have on people. Rather than having their reviews published in newspapers or appearing on television, their articles are published in scholarly journals or up-market magazines. They also tend to be affiliated with colleges or universities as professors or instructors.
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 Industry






	World cinema[image: External link]



	


	African cinema[image: External link]

	Asian cinema[image: External link]




	East Asian cinema[image: External link]

South Asian cinema[image: External link]

Southeast Asian cinema[image: External link]

West Asian cinema[image: External link]




	European cinema[image: External link]

	Latin American cinema[image: External link]

	North American cinema[image: External link]

	Oceanian cinema[image: External link]










Main article: Film industry[image: External link]


The making and showing of motion pictures became a source of profit almost as soon as the process was invented. Upon seeing how successful their new invention, and its product, was in their native France, the Lumières[image: External link] quickly set about touring the Continent to exhibit the first films privately to royalty and publicly to the masses. In each country, they would normally add new, local scenes to their catalogue and, quickly enough, found local entrepreneurs in the various countries of Europe to buy their equipment and photograph, export, import, and screen additional product commercially. The Oberammergau Passion Play[image: External link] of 1898[citation needed[image: External link]] was the first commercial motion picture ever produced. Other pictures soon followed, and motion pictures became a separate industry that overshadowed the vaudeville world. Dedicated theaters[image: External link] and companies formed specifically to produce and distribute films, while motion picture actors became major celebrities[image: External link] and commanded huge fees for their performances. By 1917 Charlie Chaplin[image: External link] had a contract that called for an annual salary of one million dollars. From 1931 to 1956, film was also the only image storage and playback system for television programming[image: External link] until the introduction of videotape recorders[image: External link].

In the United States, much of the film industry is centered around Hollywood, California[image: External link]. Other regional centers exist in many parts of the world, such as Mumbai[image: External link]-centered Bollywood[image: External link], the Indian film industry's[image: External link] Hindi[image: External link] cinema which produces the largest number of films in the world.[8] Though the expense involved in making films has led cinema production to concentrate under the auspices of movie studios[image: External link], recent advances in affordable film making equipment have allowed independent film productions to flourish.

Profit is a key force in the industry, due to the costly and risky nature of filmmaking; many films have large cost overruns[image: External link], an example being Kevin Costner[image: External link]'s Waterworld[image: External link]. Yet many filmmakers strive to create works of lasting social significance. The Academy Awards[image: External link] (also known as "the Oscars") are the most prominent film awards in the United States[image: External link], providing recognition each year to films, based on their artistic merits. There is also a large industry for educational and instructional films made in lieu of or in addition to lectures and texts. Revenue in the industry is sometimes volatile due to the reliance on blockbuster films[image: External link] released in movie theaters[image: External link].[9] The rise of alternative home entertainment has raised questions about the future of the cinema industry, and Hollywood employment has become less reliable, particularly for medium and low-budget films.[10]
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 Associated fields




Further information: Film history[image: External link], Film criticism[image: External link], Film theory[image: External link], Product placement[image: External link], and Propaganda[image: External link]


Derivative academic fields of study may both interact with and develop independently of filmmaking, as in film theory[image: External link] and analysis. Fields of academic study have been created that are derivative or dependent on the existence of film, such as film criticism[image: External link], film history[image: External link], divisions of film propaganda[image: External link] in authoritarian governments, or psychological on subliminal effects (e.g., of a flashing soda can during a screening). These fields may further create derivative fields, such as a movie review[image: External link] section in a newspaper or a television guide. Sub-industries can spin off from film, such as popcorn makers, and film-related toys (e.g., Star Wars figures[image: External link]). Sub-industries of pre-existing industries may deal specifically with film, such as product placement[image: External link] and other advertising[image: External link] within films.
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 Terminology




The terminology used for describing motion pictures varies considerably between British and American English[image: External link]. In British usage, the name of the medium is "film". The word "movie" is understood but seldom used.[11][12] Additionally, "the pictures" (plural) is used semi-frequently to refer to the place where movies are exhibited, while in American English this may be called "the movies", but it is becoming outdated. In other countries, the place where movies are exhibited may be called a cinema or movie theatre[image: External link]. By contrast, in the United States, "movie" is the predominant form. Although the words "film" and "movie" are sometimes used interchangeably, "film" is more often used when considering artistic[image: External link], theoretical[image: External link], or technical[image: External link] aspects. The term "movies" more often refers to entertainment[image: External link] or commercial[image: External link] aspects, as where to go for fun evening on a date. For example, a book titled "How to Understand a Film" would probably be about the aesthetics or theory of film, while a book entitled "Let's Go to the Movies" would probably be about the history of entertaining movies and blockbusters[image: External link].

Further terminology is used to distinguish various forms and media used in the film industry. "Motion pictures" and "moving pictures" are frequently used terms for film and movie productions specifically intended for theatrical exhibition, such as, for instance, Batman[image: External link]. " DVD[image: External link]" and " videotape[image: External link]" are video formats that can reproduce a photochemical film. A reproduction based on such is called a "transfer." After the advent of theatrical film as an industry, the television industry began using videotape as a recording medium. For many decades, tape was solely an analog medium onto which moving images could be either recorded or transferred. "Film" and "filming" refer to the photochemical medium that chemically records a visual image and the act of recording respectively. However, the act of shooting images with other visual media, such as with a digital camera, is still called "filming" and the resulting works often called "films" as interchangeable to "movies," despite not being shot on film. "Silent films[image: External link]" need not be utterly silent, but are films and movies without an audible dialogue, including those that have a musical accompaniment. The word, " Talkies[image: External link]," refers to the earliest sound films created to have audible[image: External link] dialogue[image: External link] recorded for playback along with the film, regardless of a musical accompaniment. "Cinema" either broadly encompasses both films and movies, or it is roughly synonymous with film and theatrical exhibition, and both are capitalized when referring to a category of art. The "silver screen[image: External link]" refers to the projection screen used to exhibit films and, by extension, is also used as a metonym[image: External link] for the entire film industry.

" Widescreen[image: External link]" refers to a larger width to height in the frame[image: External link], compared to earlier historic aspect ratios[image: External link].[13] A "feature-length film", or "feature film[image: External link]", is of a conventional full length, usually 60 minutes or more, and can commercially stand by itself without other films in a ticketed screening.[14] A " short[image: External link]" is a film that is not as long as a feature-length film, often screened with other shorts, or preceding a feature-length film. An " independent[image: External link]" is a film made outside of the conventional film industry.

In U.S. usage, one talks of a " screening[image: External link]" or " projection[image: External link]" of a movie or video on a screen[image: External link] at a public or private "theater." In British English, a "film showing" happens at a cinema[image: External link] (never a " theatre[image: External link]", which is a different medium and place altogether).[12] A cinema usually refers to an arena designed specifically to exhibit films, where the screen is affixed to a wall, while a theater usually refers to a place where live, non-recorded action or combination thereof occurs from a podium or other type of stage, including the amphitheater. Theaters can still screen movies in them, though the theater would be retrofitted to do so. One might propose "going to the cinema" when referring to the activity, or sometimes "to the pictures" in British English, whereas the U.S. expression is usually "going to the movies." A cinema usually shows a mass-marketed movie using a front-projection screen process with either a film projector or, more recently, with a digital projector. But, cinemas may also show theatrical movies from their home video transfers that include Blu-ray Disc, DVD, and videocassette when they possess sufficient projection quality or based upon need, such as movies that exist only in their transferred state, which may be due to the loss or deterioration of the film master and prints from which the movie originally existed. Due to the advent of digital film production and distribution[image: External link], physical film might be absent entirely. A "double feature[image: External link]" is a screening of two independently marketed, stand-alone feature films. A "viewing" is a watching of a film. " Sales[image: External link]" and "at the box office" refer to tickets sold at a theater, or more currently, rights sold for individual showings. A " release[image: External link]" is the distribution and often simultaneous screening of a film. A " preview[image: External link]" is a screening in advance of the main release.

Any film may also have a " sequel[image: External link]", which portrays events following those in the film. Bride of Frankenstein[image: External link] is an early example. When there are more films than one with the same characters, story arcs, or subject themes, these movies become a "series," such as the James Bond[image: External link] series. And, existing outside of a specific story timeline usually, does not exclude a film from being part of a series. A film that portrays events occurring earlier in a timeline with those in another film, but is released after that film, is sometimes called a " prequel[image: External link]," an example being Butch and Sundance: The Early Days[image: External link].

The "credits," or "end credits," is a list that gives credit to the people involved in the production of a film. Films from before the 1970s usually start a film with credits, often ending with only a title card, saying "The End" or some equivalent, often an equivalent that depends on the language of the production[citation needed[image: External link]]. From then onward, a film's credits usually appear at the end of most films. However, films with credits that end a film often repeat some credits at or near the start of a film and therefore appear twice, such as that film's acting leads, while less frequently some appearing near or at the beginning only appear there, not at the end, which often happens to the director's credit. The credits appearing at or near the beginning of a film are usually called "titles" or "beginning titles." A post-credits scene[image: External link] is a scene shown after the end of the credits. Ferris Bueller's Day Off[image: External link] has a post-credit scene in which Ferris tells the audience that the film is over and they should go home.

A film's "cast" refers to a collection of the actors and actresses who appear, or "star," in a film. A star is an actor or actress, often a popular one, and in many cases, a celebrity[image: External link] who plays a central character in a film. Occasionally the word can also be used to refer to the fame of other members of the crew, such as a director or other personality, such as Martin Scorsese[image: External link]. A "crew" is usually interpreted as the people involved in a film's physical construction outside of cast participation, and it could include directors, film editors, photographers, grips, gaffers, set decorators, prop masters, and costume designers. A person can both be part of a film's cast and crew, such as Woody Allen[image: External link], who directed and starred in Take the Money and Run[image: External link].

A "film goer," "movie goer," or "film buff" is a person who likes or often attends films and movies, and any of these, though more often the latter, could also see oneself as a student to films and movies or the filmic process. Intense interest in films, film theory, and film criticism, is known as cinephilia[image: External link], or cinéaste in French.
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 Preview




Main article: Test screening[image: External link]


A preview performance refers to a showing of a film to a select audience, usually for the purposes of corporate promotions, before the public film premiere itself. Previews are sometimes used to judge audience reaction, which if unexpectedly negative, may result in recutting or even refilming certain sections based on the audience response[image: External link]. One example of a film that was changed after a negative response from the test screening was 1982's First Blood[image: External link]. After the test audience responded very negatively to the death of protagonist John Rambo[image: External link], a Vietnam veteran[image: External link], at the end of the film, the company wrote and re-shot a new ending in which the character survives.[15]
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 Trailer and teaser




Main article: Film trailer[image: External link]


Trailers or previews are advertisements for films that will be shown in 1 to 3 months at a cinema. Back in the early days of cinema, with theaters that had only one or two screens, only certain trailers were shown for the films that were going to be shown there. Later, when theaters added more screens or new theaters were built with a lot of screens, all different trailers were shown even if they weren't going to play that film in that theater. Film studios realized that the more trailers that were shown (even if it wasn't going to be shown in that particular theater) the more patrons would go to a different theater to see the film when it came out. The term "trailer" comes from their having originally been shown at the end of a film program. That practice did not last long because patrons tended to leave the theater after the films ended, but the name has stuck. Trailers are now shown before the film (or the "A film" in a double feature[image: External link] program) begins. Film trailers are also common on DVDs[image: External link] and Blu-ray Discs[image: External link], as well as on the Internet and mobile devices. Trailers are created to be engaging and interesting for viewers. As a result, in the Internet era, viewers often seek out trailers to watch them. Of the ten billion videos watched online annually in 2008, film trailers ranked third, after news and user-created videos.[16] Teasers are a much shorter preview or advertisement that lasts only 10 to 30 seconds. Teasers are used to get patrons excited about a film coming out in the next six to twelve months. Teasers may be produced even before the film production is completed.
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 Education and propaganda




Main articles: Educational film[image: External link] and Propaganda film[image: External link]


Film is used for a range of goals, including education and propaganda. When the purpose is primarily educational, a film is called an "educational film[image: External link]". Examples are recordings of academic lectures and experiments, or a film based on a classic novel. Film may be propaganda[image: External link], in whole or in part, such as the films made by Leni Riefenstahl[image: External link] in Nazi Germany, US war film trailers during World War II, or artistic films made under Stalin by Eisenstein[image: External link]. They may also be works of political protest, as in the films of Andrzej Wajda[image: External link], or more subtly, the films of Andrei Tarkovsky[image: External link]. The same film may be considered educational by some, and propaganda by others as the categorization of a film can be subjective.
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 Production




Main article: Filmmaking[image: External link]


At its core, the means to produce a film depend on the content the filmmaker wishes to show, and the apparatus for displaying it: the zoetrope[image: External link] merely requires a series of images on a strip of paper. Film production can, therefore, take as little as one person with a camera (or even without a camera, as in Stan Brakhage[image: External link]'s 1963 film Mothlight[image: External link]), or thousands of actors, extras, and crew members for a live-action, feature-length epic.

The necessary steps for almost any film can be boiled down to conception, planning, execution, revision, and distribution. The more involved the production, the more significant each of the steps becomes. In a typical production cycle[image: External link] of a Hollywood-style film, these main stages are defined as:


	Development[image: External link]

	Pre-production[image: External link]

	Production[image: External link]

	Post-production[image: External link]

	Distribution[image: External link]



This production cycle usually takes three years. The first year is taken up with development. The second year comprises preproduction and production. The third year, post-production and distribution. The bigger the production, the more resources it takes, and the more important financing[image: External link] becomes; most feature films[image: External link] are artistic works from the creators' perspective (e.g., film director[image: External link], cinematographer[image: External link], screenwriter[image: External link]) and for-profit business entities for the production companies.
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 Crew




Main article: Film crew[image: External link]


A film crew is a group of people hired by a film company, employed during the "production" or "photography" phase, for the purpose of producing a film or motion picture. Crew is distinguished from cast, who are the actors[image: External link] who appear in front of the camera[image: External link] or provide voices for characters in the film. The crew interacts with but is also distinct from the production staff, consisting of producers, managers, company representatives, their assistants, and those whose primary responsibility falls in pre-production or post-production phases, such as screenwriters[image: External link] and film editors[image: External link]. Communication between production and crew generally passes through the director and his/her staff of assistants. Medium-to-large crews are generally divided into departments with well-defined hierarchies and standards for interaction and cooperation between the departments. Other than acting, the crew handles everything in the photography phase: props and costumes, shooting, sound, electrics (i.e., lights), sets, and production special effects. Caterers[image: External link] (known in the film industry as "craft services") are usually not considered part of the crew.
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 Technology




See also: Cinematic techniques[image: External link]


Film stock[image: External link] consists of transparent celluloid[image: External link], acetate[image: External link], or polyester[image: External link] base[image: External link] coated with an emulsion containing light-sensitive chemicals. Cellulose nitrate was the first type of film base used to record motion pictures, but due to its flammability was eventually replaced by safer materials. Stock widths and the film format[image: External link] for images on the reel have had a rich history, though most large commercial films are still shot on (and distributed to theaters) as 35 mm[image: External link] prints. Originally moving picture film was shot and projected at various speeds using hand-cranked cameras[image: External link] and projectors[image: External link]; though 1000 frames per minute (16⅔ frame/s) is generally cited as a standard silent speed, research indicates most films were shot between 16 frame/s and 23 frame/s and projected from 18 frame/s on up (often reels included instructions on how fast each scene should be shown).[17] When sound film[image: External link] was introduced in the late 1920s, a constant speed was required for the sound head. 24 frames per second were chosen because it was the slowest (and thus cheapest) speed which allowed for sufficient sound quality.[citation needed[image: External link]] Improvements since the late 19th century include the mechanization of cameras – allowing them to record at a consistent speed, quiet camera design – allowing sound recorded on-set to be usable without requiring large "blimps" to encase the camera, the invention of more sophisticated filmstocks[image: External link] and lenses[image: External link], allowing directors[image: External link] to film in increasingly dim conditions, and the development of synchronized sound, allowing sound to be recorded at exactly the same speed as its corresponding action. The soundtrack can be recorded separately from shooting the film, but for live-action pictures, many parts of the soundtrack are usually recorded simultaneously.

As a medium, film is not limited to motion pictures, since the technology developed as the basis for photography[image: External link]. It can be used to present a progressive sequence of still images in the form of a slideshow. Film has also been incorporated into multimedia[image: External link] presentations and often has importance as primary historical documentation. However, historic films have problems in terms of preservation and storage, and the motion picture industry is exploring many alternatives. Most films on cellulose nitrate base have been copied onto modern safety films. Some studios save color films through the use of separation masters[image: External link]: three B&W negatives each exposed through red, green, or blue filters (essentially a reverse of the Technicolor[image: External link] process). Digital methods have also been used to restore films, although their continued obsolescence cycle makes them (as of 2006) a poor choice for long-term preservation. Film preservation[image: External link] of decaying film stock is a matter of concern to both film historians and archivists and to companies interested in preserving their existing products in order to make them available to future generations (and thereby increase revenue). Preservation is generally a higher concern for nitrate and single-strip color films, due to their high decay rates; black-and-white films on safety bases and color films preserved on Technicolor imbibition prints tend to keep up much better, assuming proper handling and storage.

Some films in recent decades have been recorded using analog[image: External link] video[image: External link] technology similar to that used in television production[image: External link]. Modern digital video cameras[image: External link] and digital projectors[image: External link] are gaining ground as well. These approaches are preferred by some film-makers, especially because footage shot with digital cinema[image: External link] can be evaluated and edited with non-linear editing systems[image: External link] (NLE) without waiting for the film stock to be processed. The migration was gradual, and as of 2005, most major motion pictures were still shot on film.[needs update[image: External link]]
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 Independent




Main article: Independent film[image: External link]


Independent filmmaking often takes place outside of Hollywood, or other major studio systems[image: External link]. An independent film (or indie film) is a film initially produced without financing or distribution from a major film studio[image: External link]. Creative, business and technological reasons have all contributed to the growth of the indie film scene in the late 20th and early 21st century. On the business side, the costs of big-budget studio films also lead to conservative choices in cast and crew. There is a trend in Hollywood towards co-financing (over two-thirds of the films put out by Warner Bros. in 2000 were joint ventures, up from 10% in 1987).[18] A hopeful director is almost never given the opportunity to get a job on a big-budget studio film unless he or she has significant industry experience in film or television. Also, the studios rarely produce films with unknown actors, particularly in lead roles.

Before the advent of digital[image: External link] alternatives, the cost of professional film equipment and stock was also a hurdle to being able to produce, direct, or star in a traditional studio film. But the advent of consumer camcorders[image: External link] in 1985, and more importantly, the arrival of high-resolution digital video[image: External link] in the early 1990s, have lowered the technology barrier to film production significantly. Both production and post-production costs have been significantly lowered; in the 2000s, the hardware and software for post-production can be installed in a commodity-based personal computer[image: External link]. Technologies such as DVDs[image: External link], FireWire[image: External link] connections and a wide variety of professional and consumer-grade video editing software[image: External link] make film-making relatively affordable.

Since the introduction of digital video DV[image: External link] technology, the means of production have become more democratized. Filmmakers can conceivably shoot a film with a digital video camera and edit the film, create and edit the sound and music, and mix the final cut on a high-end home computer. However, while the means of production may be democratized, financing, distribution, and marketing remain difficult to accomplish outside the traditional system. Most independent filmmakers rely on film festivals[image: External link] to get their films noticed and sold for distribution. The arrival of internet-based video websites such as YouTube[image: External link] and Veoh[image: External link] has further changed the filmmaking landscape, enabling indie filmmakers to make their films available to the public.
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Main article: Open content film[image: External link]


An open content film is much like an independent film, but it is produced through open collaborations; its source material is available under a license[image: External link] which is permissive enough to allow other parties to create fan fiction[image: External link] or derivative works, than a traditional copyright. Like independent filmmaking, open source filmmaking takes place outside of Hollywood, or other major studio systems[image: External link].
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Main article: Fan film[image: External link]


A fan film is a film or video inspired by a film, television program[image: External link], comic book[image: External link] or a similar source, created by fans[image: External link] rather than by the source's copyright holders or creators. Fan filmmakers have traditionally been amateurs[image: External link], but some of the most notable films have actually been produced by professional filmmakers as film school class projects or as demonstration reels. Fan films vary tremendously in length, from short faux-teaser trailers for non-existent motion pictures to rarer full-length motion pictures.
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Main articles: Film distribution[image: External link] and Film release[image: External link]


Film distribution is the process through which a film is made available for viewing by an audience[image: External link]. This is normally the task of a professional film distributor[image: External link], who would determine the marketing strategy of the film, the media by which a film is to be exhibited or made available for viewing, and may set the release date[image: External link] and other matters. The film may be exhibited directly to the public either through a movie theater[image: External link] (historically the main way films were distributed) or television for personal home viewing[image: External link] (including on DVD-Video[image: External link] or Blu-ray Disc[image: External link], video-on-demand[image: External link], online downloading[image: External link], television programs[image: External link] through broadcast syndication[image: External link] etc.). Other ways of distributing a film include rental or personal purchase of the film in a variety of media and formats, such as VHS[image: External link] tape or DVD[image: External link], or Internet[image: External link] downloading[image: External link] of streaming[image: External link] using a computer.
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Main article: Animation[image: External link]


Animation is a technique in which each frame of a film is produced individually, whether generated as a computer graphic, or by photographing a drawn image, or by repeatedly making small changes to a model unit (see claymation[image: External link] and stop motion[image: External link]), and then photographing the result with a special animation camera[image: External link]. When the frames are strung together and the resulting film is viewed at a speed of 16 or more frames per second, there is an illusion of continuous movement (due to the phi phenomenon[image: External link]). Generating such a film is very labor-intensive and tedious, though the development of computer animation[image: External link] has greatly sped up the process. Because animation is very time-consuming and often very expensive to produce, the majority of animation for TV and films comes from professional animation studios. However, the field of independent animation[image: External link] has existed at least since the 1950s, with animation being produced by independent studios (and sometimes by a single person). Several independent animation producers have gone on to enter the professional animation industry.

Limited animation[image: External link] is a way of increasing production and decreasing costs of animation by using "short cuts" in the animation process. This method was pioneered by UPA[image: External link] and popularized by Hanna-Barbera[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link], and by Osamu Tezuka[image: External link] in Japan[image: External link], and adapted by other studios as cartoons moved from movie theaters[image: External link] to television.[19] Although most animation studios are now using digital technologies in their productions, there is a specific style of animation that depends on film. Camera-less animation, made famous by film-makers like Norman McLaren[image: External link], Len Lye[image: External link], and Stan Brakhage[image: External link], is painted and drawn directly onto pieces of film, and then run through a projector.
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 Technical trends




In the 1990s and 2000s, the widespread availability and ownership of DVD[image: External link] players, home theater amplification systems with five-speaker[image: External link] surround sound[image: External link] and subwoofers[image: External link] for deep bass, and large flatscreen TVs[image: External link] enabled people to select and view films at home with greatly improved audio and visual reproduction.[citation needed[image: External link]] These new technologies provided audio and visuals that in the past only local cinemas had been able to provide: a large, clear widescreen[image: External link] presentation of a film with a full-range, high-quality multi-speaker sound system. Once again industry analysts predicted the demise of the local cinema. Local cinemas will be changing in the 21st century and moving towards digital projectors[image: External link], a new approach which will allow for easier and quicker distribution of films (via satellite or hard disks).[citation needed[image: External link]] The cinema now faces a new challenge from home video from the high definition[image: External link] (HD) format known as Blu-ray[image: External link], which can provide full HD 1080p[image: External link] video playback.[citation needed[image: External link]] Video formats are gradually catching up with the resolutions and quality that film offers; 1080p in Blu-ray offers a pixel resolution of 1920×1080, a leap from the DVD offering of 720×480 and the 330×480 offered by the first home video standard, VHS[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Ultra HD[image: External link], a future digital video format, will offer a resolution of 7680×4320. However, the nature and structure of film prevent an "apples-to-apples" comparison with regard to resolution.[20] The resolving power of film and its ability to capture an image which can later be scanned to a digital format will ensure that film remains a viable medium for some time to come.[citation needed[image: External link]] Currently the super-16 format[image: External link] is seeing use as a capture medium, with digital scanning and post-production providing good results.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Television






"TV" redirects here. For other uses, see Television (disambiguation)[image: External link] and TV (disambiguation)[image: External link].

This article is about television as a medium. For the appliance itself, see television set[image: External link].

Television or TV is a telecommunication[image: External link] medium used for transmitting moving images in monochrome[image: External link] ( black-and-white[image: External link]), or in color[image: External link], and in two or three dimensions[image: External link] and sound. The term can refer to a television set[image: External link], a television program[image: External link] ("TV show"), or the medium of television transmission[image: External link]. Television is a mass medium[image: External link] for entertainment[image: External link], education[image: External link], news[image: External link], politics[image: External link], gossip[image: External link], and advertising[image: External link].

Television became available in crude experimental forms in the late 1920s, but it would still be several years before the new technology was marketed to consumers. After World War II[image: External link], an improved form of black-and-white TV broadcasting became popular in the United States[image: External link] and Britain[image: External link], and television sets became commonplace in homes, businesses, and institutions. During the 1950s, television was the primary medium for influencing public opinion[image: External link].[1] In the mid-1960s, color broadcasting was introduced in the US and most other developed countries. The availability of multiple types of storage media such as Betamax[image: External link], VHS[image: External link] tape, local disks[image: External link], DVDs[image: External link], flash drives[image: External link], high-definition Blu-ray Discs[image: External link], and digital video recorders[image: External link] have enabled viewers to watch prerecorded material—such as movies— at home on their own time schedule. For many reasons, the storage of television and video programming now occurs on the cloud[image: External link]. At the end of the first decade of the 2000s, digital television[image: External link] transmissions greatly increased in popularity. Another development was the move from standard-definition television (SDTV) ( 576i[image: External link], with 576 interlaced[image: External link] lines of resolution and 480i[image: External link]) to high-definition television[image: External link] (HDTV), which provides a resolution[image: External link] that is substantially higher. HDTV may be transmitted in various formats: 1080p[image: External link], 1080i[image: External link] and 720p[image: External link]. Since 2010, with the invention of smart television[image: External link], Internet television[image: External link] has increased the availability of television programs and movies via the Internet[image: External link] through streaming video[image: External link] services such as Netflix, Amazon Video[image: External link], iPlayer[image: External link], Hulu[image: External link], Roku[image: External link] and Chromecast[image: External link].

In 2013, 79% of the world's households[image: External link] owned a television set.[2] The replacement of early bulky, high-voltage cathode ray tube (CRT)[image: External link] screen displays with compact, energy-efficient, flat-panel alternative technologies such as plasma displays[image: External link], LCDs[image: External link] (both fluorescent-backlit[image: External link] and LED[image: External link]), and OLED[image: External link] displays was a hardware revolution that began with computer monitors in the late 1990s. Most TV sets sold in the 2000s were flat-panel, mainly LEDs. Major manufacturers announced the discontinuation of CRT, DLP, plasma, and even fluorescent-backlit LCDs by the mid-2010s.[3][4][5] In the near future, LEDs are gradually expected to be replaced by OLEDs.[6] Also, major manufacturers have announced that they will increasingly produce smart TVs in the mid-2010s.[7][8][9] Smart TVs[image: External link] with integrated Internet and Web 2.0[image: External link] functions became the dominant form of television by the late 2010s.[10]

Television signals were initially distributed only as terrestrial television[image: External link] using high-powered radio-frequency[image: External link] transmitters to broadcast[image: External link] the signal to individual television receivers. Alternatively television signals are distributed by coaxial cable or optical fiber[image: External link], satellite[image: External link] systems and, since the 2000s via the Internet[image: External link]. Until the early 2000s, these were transmitted as analog[image: External link] signals, but a transition[image: External link] to digital television is expected to be completed worldwide by the late 2010s. A standard television set is composed of multiple internal electronic circuits[image: External link], including a tuner for receiving[image: External link] and decoding broadcast signals. A visual display device[image: External link] which lacks a tuner[image: External link] is correctly called a video monitor[image: External link] rather than a television.
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 Etymology




The word television comes from Ancient Greek[image: External link] τῆλε (tèle), meaning 'far', and Latin[image: External link] visio, meaning 'sight'. The first documented usage of the term dates back to 1900, when the Russian scientist Constantin Perskyi[image: External link] used it in a paper that he presented in French at the 1st International Congress of Electricity, which ran from 18 to 25 August 1900 during the International World Fair[image: External link] in Paris[image: External link]. The Anglicised version of the term is first attested in 1907, when it was still "...a theoretical system to transmit moving images over telegraph[image: External link] or telephone[image: External link] wires".[11] It was "...formed in English or borrowed from French télévision."[11] In the 19th century and early 20th century, other "...proposals for the name of a then-hypothetical technology for sending pictures over distance were telephote (1880) and televista (1904)."[11] The abbreviation "TV" is from 1948. The use of the term to mean "a television set" dates from 1941.[11] The use of the term to mean "television as a medium" dates from 1927.[11] The slang term "telly" is more common in the UK. The slang term "the tube" or the "boob tube" refers to the bulky cathode ray tube[image: External link] used on most TVs until the advent of flat-screen TVs. Another slang term for the TV is "idiot box".[12]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




Main article: History of television[image: External link]
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 Mechanical




Main article: Mechanical television[image: External link]


Facsimile transmission[image: External link] systems for still photographs pioneered methods of mechanical scanning of images in the early 19th century. Alexander Bain[image: External link] introduced the facsimile machine between 1843 and 1846. Frederick Bakewell[image: External link] demonstrated a working laboratory version in 1851.[citation needed[image: External link]] Willoughby Smith[image: External link] discovered the photoconductivity[image: External link] of the element selenium[image: External link] in 1873. As a 23-year-old German university student, Paul Julius Gottlieb Nipkow[image: External link] proposed and patented the Nipkow disk[image: External link] in 1884.[13] This was a spinning disk with a spiral pattern of holes in it, so each hole scanned a line of the image. Although he never built a working model of the system, variations of Nipkow's spinning-disk "image rasterizer[image: External link]" became exceedingly common.[14] Constantin Perskyi[image: External link] had coined the word television in a paper read to the International Electricity Congress at the International World Fair[image: External link] in Paris[image: External link] on 25 August 1900. Perskyi's paper reviewed the existing electromechanical technologies, mentioning the work of Nipkow and others.[15] However, it was not until 1907 that developments in amplification tube technology by Lee de Forest[image: External link] and Arthur Korn[image: External link], among others, made the design practical.[16]

The first demonstration of the live transmission of images was by Georges Rignoux and A. Fournier in Paris in 1909. A matrix of 64 selenium[image: External link] cells, individually wired to a mechanical commutator[image: External link], served as an electronic retina[image: External link]. In the receiver, a type of Kerr cell[image: External link] modulated the light and a series of variously angled mirrors attached to the edge of a rotating disc scanned the modulated beam onto the display screen. A separate circuit regulated synchronization. The 8x8 pixel[image: External link] resolution in this proof-of-concept demonstration was just sufficient to clearly transmit individual letters of the alphabet. An updated image was transmitted "several times" each second.[17] In 1921 Edouard Belin[image: External link] sent the first image via radio waves with his belinograph[image: External link].

In 1911, Boris Rosing[image: External link] and his student Vladimir Zworykin[image: External link] created a system that used a mechanical mirror-drum scanner to transmit, in Zworykin's words, "very crude images" over wires to the " Braun[image: External link] tube" (cathode ray tube[image: External link] or "CRT") in the receiver. Moving images were not possible because, in the scanner: "the sensitivity was not enough and the selenium cell was very laggy".[18]

By the 1920s, when amplification made television practical, Scottish inventor John Logie Baird[image: External link] employed the Nipkow disk[image: External link] in his prototype video systems. On 25 March 1925, Baird gave the first public demonstration of televised silhouette[image: External link] images in motion, at Selfridge's[image: External link] Department Store in London.[19] Since human faces had inadequate contrast to show up on his primitive system, he televised a ventriloquist's dummy named "Stooky Bill", whose painted face had higher contrast, talking and moving. By 26 January 1926, he demonstrated the transmission of the image of a face in motion by radio. This is widely regarded as the first television demonstration. The subject was Baird's business partner Oliver Hutchinson. Baird's system used the Nipkow disk for both scanning the image and displaying it. A bright light shining through a spinning Nipkow disk set with lenses projected a bright spot of light which swept across the subject. A Selenium photoelectric tube[image: External link] detected the light reflected from the subject and converted it into a proportional electrical signal. This was transmitted by AM radio waves to a receiver unit, where the video signal was applied to a neon light behind a second Nipkow disk rotating synchronized with the first. The brightness of the neon lamp was varied in proportion to the brightness of each spot on the image. As each hole in the disk passed by, one scan line[image: External link] of the image was reproduced. Baird's disk had 30 holes, producing an image with only 30 scan lines, just enough to recognize a human face. In 1927, Baird transmitted a signal over 438 miles (705 km) of telephone line between London and Glasgow[image: External link].

In 1928, Baird's company (Baird Television Development Company/Cinema Television) broadcast the first transatlantic television signal, between London and New York, and the first shore-to-ship transmission. In 1929, he became involved in the first experimental mechanical television service in Germany. In November of the same year, Baird and Bernard Natan[image: External link] of Pathé[image: External link] established France's first television company, Télévision- Baird[image: External link]-Natan. In 1931, he made the first outdoor remote broadcast, of the Epsom Derby[image: External link].[20] In 1932, he demonstrated ultra-short wave[image: External link] television. Baird's mechanical system reached a peak of 240-lines of resolution on BBC[image: External link] television broadcasts in 1936, though the mechanical system did not scan the televised scene directly. Instead a 17.5mm film[image: External link] was shot, rapidly developed and then scanned while the film was still wet.

An American inventor, Charles Francis Jenkins[image: External link], also pioneered the television. He published an article on "Motion Pictures by Wireless" in 1913, but it was not until December 1923 that he transmitted moving silhouette images for witnesses; and it was on 13 June 1925, that he publicly demonstrated synchronized transmission of silhouette pictures. In 1925 Jenkins used the Nipkow disk[image: External link] and transmitted the silhouette image of a toy windmill in motion, over a distance of five miles, from a naval radio station in Maryland to his laboratory in Washington, D.C., using a lensed disk scanner with a 48-line resolution.[21][22] He was granted U.S. Patent[image: External link] No. 1,544,156 (Transmitting Pictures over Wireless) on 30 June 1925 (filed 13 March 1922).

Herbert E. Ives[image: External link] and Frank Gray[image: External link] of Bell Telephone Laboratories[image: External link] gave a dramatic demonstration of mechanical television on 7 April 1927. Their reflected-light television system included both small and large viewing screens. The small receiver had a 2-inch-wide by 2.5-inch-high screen. The large receiver had a screen 24 inches wide by 30 inches high. Both sets were capable of reproducing reasonably accurate, monochromatic, moving images. Along with the pictures, the sets received synchronized sound. The system transmitted images over two paths: first, a copper wire[image: External link] link from Washington to New York City, then a radio link from Whippany, New Jersey[image: External link]. Comparing the two transmission methods, viewers noted no difference in quality. Subjects of the telecast included Secretary of Commerce[image: External link] Herbert Hoover[image: External link]. A flying-spot scanner[image: External link] beam illuminated these subjects. The scanner that produced the beam had a 50-aperture disk. The disc revolved at a rate of 18 frames per second, capturing one frame about every 56 milliseconds[image: External link]. (Today's systems typically transmit 30 or 60 frames per second, or one frame every 33.3 or 16.7 milliseconds respectively.) Television historian Albert Abramson underscored the significance of the Bell Labs demonstration: "It was in fact the best demonstration of a mechanical television system ever made to this time. It would be several years before any other system could even begin to compare with it in picture quality."[23]

In 1928, WRGB[image: External link], then W2XB, was started as the world's first television station. It broadcast from the General Electric[image: External link] facility in Schenectady, NY[image: External link]. It was popularly known as " WGY[image: External link] Television". Meanwhile, in the Soviet Union[image: External link], Léon Theremin[image: External link] had been developing a mirror drum-based television, starting with 16 lines resolution in 1925, then 32 lines and eventually 64 using interlacing[image: External link] in 1926. As part of his thesis, on 7 May 1926, he electrically transmitted, and then projected, near-simultaneous moving images on a five-foot square screen.[22] By 1927 he achieved an image of 100 lines, a resolution that was not surpassed until May 1932 by RCA, with 120 lines.[24] On 25 December 1926, Kenjiro Takayanagi[image: External link] demonstrated a television system with a 40-line resolution that employed a Nipkow disk scanner and CRT display at Hamamatsu Industrial High School in Japan. This prototype is still on display at the Takayanagi Memorial Museum in Shizuoka University[image: External link], Hamamatsu Campus. His research in creating a production model was halted by the United States after Japan lost World War II[image: External link].[25]

Because only a limited number of holes could be made in the disks, and disks beyond a certain diameter became impractical, image resolution on mechanical television broadcasts was relatively low, ranging from about 30 lines up to 120 or so. Nevertheless, the image quality of 30-line transmissions steadily improved with technical advances, and by 1933 the UK broadcasts using the Baird system were remarkably clear.[26] A few systems ranging into the 200-line region also went on the air. Two of these were the 180-line system that Compagnie des Compteurs (CDC) installed in Paris[image: External link] in 1935, and the 180-line system that Peck Television Corp.[image: External link] started in 1935 at station VE9AK in Montreal[image: External link].[27][28] The advancement of all-electronic television (including image dissectors[image: External link] and other camera tubes and cathode ray tubes[image: External link] for the reproducer) marked the beginning of the end for mechanical systems as the dominant form of television. Mechanical television, despite its inferior image quality and generally smaller picture, would remain the primary television technology until the 1930s. The last mechanical television broadcasts ended in 1939 at stations run by a handful of public universities in the United States.
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Main article: Video camera tube[image: External link]


In 1897, English physicist[image: External link] J. J. Thomson[image: External link] was able, in his three famous experiments, to deflect cathode rays, a fundamental function of the modern cathode ray tube[image: External link] (CRT). The earliest version of the CRT was invented by the German physicist Ferdinand Braun[image: External link] in 1897 and is also known as the "Braun" tube.[29][30] It was a cold-cathode[image: External link] diode[image: External link], a modification of the Crookes tube[image: External link], with a phosphor[image: External link]-coated screen. In 1906 the Germans Max Dieckmann and Gustav Glage produced raster images[image: External link] for the first time in a CRT.[31] In 1907, Russian scientist Boris Rosing[image: External link] used a CRT in the receiving end of an experimental video signal[image: External link] to form a picture. He managed to display simple geometric shapes onto the screen.[32]

In 1908 Alan Archibald Campbell-Swinton[image: External link], fellow of the Royal Society[image: External link] (UK), published a letter in the scientific journal Nature[image: External link] in which he described how "distant electric vision" could be achieved by using a cathode ray tube, or Braun tube, as both a transmitting and receiving device,[33][34] He expanded on his vision in a speech given in London in 1911 and reported in The Times[image: External link][35] and the Journal of the Röntgen Society.[36][37] In a letter to Nature[image: External link] published in October 1926, Campbell-Swinton also announced the results of some "not very successful experiments" he had conducted with G. M. Minchin and J. C. M. Stanton. They had attempted to generate an electrical signal by projecting an image onto a selenium-coated metal plate that was simultaneously scanned by a cathode ray beam[image: External link].[38][39] These experiments were conducted before March 1914, when Minchin died,[40] but they were later repeated by two different teams in 1937, by H. Miller and J. W. Strange from EMI[image: External link],[41] and by H. Iams and A. Rose from RCA[image: External link].[42] Both teams succeeded in transmitting "very faint" images with the original Campbell-Swinton's selenium-coated plate. Although others had experimented with using a cathode ray tube as a receiver, the concept of using one as a transmitter was novel.[43] The first cathode ray tube to use a hot cathode[image: External link] was developed by John B. Johnson[image: External link] (who gave his name to the term Johnson noise[image: External link]) and Harry Weiner Weinhart of Western Electric[image: External link], and became a commercial product in 1922.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1926, Hungarian engineer Kálmán Tihanyi[image: External link] designed a television system utilizing fully electronic scanning and display elements and employing the principle of "charge storage" within the scanning (or "camera") tube.[44][45][46][47] The problem of low sensitivity to light resulting in low electrical output from transmitting or "camera" tubes would be solved with the introduction of charge-storage technology by Kálmán Tihanyi beginning in 1924.[48] His solution was a camera tube that accumulated and stored electrical charges ("photoelectrons") within the tube throughout each scanning cycle. The device was first described in a patent application he filed in Hungary[image: External link] in March 1926 for a television system he dubbed "Radioskop".[49] After further refinements included in a 1928 patent application,[48] Tihanyi's patent was declared void in Great Britain in 1930,[50] so he applied for patents in the United States. Although his breakthrough would be incorporated into the design of RCA[image: External link]'s " iconoscope[image: External link]" in 1931, the U.S. patent for Tihanyi's transmitting tube would not be granted until May 1939. The patent for his receiving tube had been granted the previous October. Both patents had been purchased by RCA prior to their approval.[51][52] Charge storage remains a basic principle in the design of imaging devices for television to the present day.[49] On 25 December 1926, at Hamamatsu Industrial High School in Japan, Japanese inventor Kenjiro Takayanagi[image: External link] demonstrated a TV system with a 40-line resolution that employed a CRT display.[25] This was the first working example of a fully electronic television receiver. Takayanagi did not apply for a patent.[53]

On 7 September 1927, American inventor Philo Farnsworth[image: External link]'s image dissector[image: External link] camera tube transmitted its first image, a simple straight line, at his laboratory at 202 Green Street in San Francisco[image: External link].[54][55] By 3 September 1928, Farnsworth had developed the system sufficiently to hold a demonstration for the press. This is widely regarded as the first electronic television demonstration.[55] In 1929, the system was improved further by the elimination of a motor generator, so that his television system now had no mechanical parts.[56] That year, Farnsworth transmitted the first live human images with his system, including a three and a half-inch image of his wife Elma ("Pem") with her eyes closed (possibly due to the bright lighting required).[57]

Meanwhile, Vladimir Zworykin was also experimenting with the cathode ray tube to create and show images. While working for Westinghouse Electric[image: External link] in 1923, he began to develop an electronic camera tube. But in a 1925 demonstration, the image was dim, had low contrast, and poor definition, and was stationary.[58] Zworykin's imaging tube never got beyond the laboratory stage. But RCA, which acquired the Westinghouse patent, asserted that the patent for Farnsworth's 1927 image dissector was written so broadly that it would exclude any other electronic imaging device. Thus RCA, on the basis of Zworykin's 1923 patent application, filed a patent interference[image: External link] suit against Farnsworth. The U.S. Patent Office[image: External link] examiner disagreed in a 1935 decision, finding priority of invention for Farnsworth against Zworykin. Farnsworth claimed that Zworykin's 1923 system would be unable to produce an electrical image of the type to challenge his patent. Zworykin received a patent in 1928 for a color transmission version of his 1923 patent application;[59] he also divided his original application in 1931.[60] Zworykin was unable or unwilling to introduce evidence of a working model of his tube that was based on his 1923 patent application. In September 1939, after losing an appeal in the courts, and determined to go forward with the commercial manufacturing of television equipment, RCA agreed to pay Farnsworth US$1 million over a ten-year period, in addition to license payments, to use his patents.[61][62]

In 1933, RCA introduced an improved camera tube that relied on Tihanyi's charge storage principle.[63] Dubbed the "Iconoscope" by Zworykin, the new tube had a light sensitivity of about 75,000 lux[image: External link], and thus was claimed to be much more sensitive than Farnsworth's image dissector.[citation needed[image: External link]] However, Farnsworth had overcome his power problems with his Image Dissector through the invention of a completely unique "multipactor" device that he began work on in 1930, and demonstrated in 1931.[64][65] This small tube could amplify a signal reportedly to the 60th power or better[66] and showed great promise in all fields of electronics. Unfortunately, a problem with the multipactor was that it wore out at an unsatisfactory rate.[67]

At the Berlin Radio Show[image: External link] in August 1931, Manfred von Ardenne[image: External link] gave a public demonstration of a television system using a CRT for both transmission and reception. However, Ardenne had not developed a camera tube, using the CRT instead as a flying-spot scanner[image: External link] to scan slides and film.[68] Philo Farnsworth gave the world's first public demonstration of an all-electronic television system, using a live camera, at the Franklin Institute[image: External link] of Philadelphia[image: External link] on 25 August 1934, and for ten days afterwards.[69][70] Mexican inventor Guillermo González Camarena[image: External link] also played an important role in early TV. His experiments with TV (known as telectroescopía at first) began in 1931 and led to a patent for the "trichromatic field sequential system" color television[image: External link] in 1940.[71] In Britain, the EMI[image: External link] engineering team led by Isaac Shoenberg[image: External link] applied in 1932 for a patent for a new device they dubbed "the Emitron",[72][73] which formed the heart of the cameras they designed for the BBC. On 2 November 1936, a 405-line broadcasting[image: External link] service employing the Emitron began at studios in Alexandra Palace[image: External link], and transmitted from a specially built mast atop one of the Victorian building's towers. It alternated for a short time with Baird's mechanical system in adjoining studios, but was more reliable and visibly superior. This was the world's first regular "high-definition" television service.[74]

The original American iconoscope was noisy, had a high ratio of interference to signal, and ultimately gave disappointing results, especially when compared to the high definition mechanical scanning systems then becoming available.[75][76] The EMI[image: External link] team, under the supervision of Isaac Shoenberg[image: External link], analyzed how the iconoscope (or Emitron) produces an electronic signal and concluded that its real efficiency was only about 5% of the theoretical maximum.[77][78] They solved this problem by developing, and patenting in 1934, two new camera tubes dubbed super-Emitron[image: External link] and CPS Emitron[image: External link].[79][80][81] The super-Emitron was between ten and fifteen times more sensitive than the original Emitron and iconoscope tubes and, in some cases, this ratio was considerably greater.[77] It was used for outside broadcasting[image: External link] by the BBC, for the first time, on Armistice Day[image: External link] 1937, when the general public could watch on a television set as the King laid a wreath at the Cenotaph.[82] This was the first time that anyone had broadcast a live street scene from cameras installed on the roof of neighboring buildings, because neither Farnsworth nor RCA would do the same until the 1939 New York World's Fair[image: External link].

On the other hand, in 1934, Zworykin shared some patent rights with the German licensee company Telefunken.[83] The "image iconoscope" ("Superikonoskop" in Germany) was produced as a result of the collaboration. This tube is essentially identical to the super-Emitron.[citation needed[image: External link]] The production and commercialization of the super-Emitron and image iconoscope in Europe were not affected by the patent war[image: External link] between Zworykin and Farnsworth, because Dieckmann and Hell had priority in Germany for the invention of the image dissector, having submitted a patent application for their Lichtelektrische Bildzerlegerröhre für Fernseher (Photoelectric Image Dissector Tube for Television) in Germany in 1925,[84] two years before Farnsworth did the same in the United States.[85] The image iconoscope (Superikonoskop) became the industrial standard for public broadcasting in Europe from 1936 until 1960, when it was replaced by the vidicon[image: External link] and plumbicon[image: External link] tubes. Indeed, it was the representative of the European tradition in electronic tubes competing against the American tradition represented by the image orthicon.[86][87] The German company Heimann produced the Superikonoskop for the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games,[88][89] later Heimann also produced and commercialized it from 1940 to 1955;[90] finally the Dutch company Philips[image: External link] produced and commercialized the image iconoscope and multicon from 1952 to 1958.[87][91]

American television broadcasting, at the time, consisted of a variety of markets in a wide range of sizes, each competing for programming and dominance with separate technology, until deals were made and standards agreed upon in 1941.[92] RCA, for example, used only Iconoscopes in the New York area, but Farnsworth Image Dissectors in Philadelphia and San Francisco.[93] In September 1939, RCA agreed to pay the Farnsworth Television and Radio Corporation royalties over the next ten years for access to Farnsworth's patents.[94] With this historic agreement in place, RCA integrated much of what was best about the Farnsworth Technology into their systems.[93] In 1941, the United States implemented 525-line television.[95][96] Electrical engineer Benjamin Adler[image: External link] played a prominent role in the development of television.[97][98]

The world's first 625-line television standard was designed in the Soviet Union in 1944 and became a national standard in 1946.[99] The first broadcast in 625-line standard occurred in Moscow in 1948.[100] The concept of 625 lines per frame was subsequently implemented in the European CCIR[image: External link] standard.[101] In 1936, Kálmán Tihanyi[image: External link] described the principle of plasma display[image: External link], the first flat panel display[image: External link] system.[102][103]
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Main article: Color television[image: External link]


The basic idea of using three monochrome images to produce a color image had been experimented with almost as soon as black-and-white televisions had first been built. Although he gave no practical details, among the earliest published proposals for television was one by Maurice Le Blanc, in 1880, for a color system, including the first mentions in television literature of line and frame scanning.[104] Polish inventor Jan Szczepanik[image: External link] patented a color television system in 1897, using a selenium[image: External link] photoelectric cell at the transmitter and an electromagnet controlling an oscillating mirror and a moving prism at the receiver. But his system contained no means of analyzing the spectrum of colors at the transmitting end, and could not have worked as he described it.[105] Another inventor, Hovannes Adamian[image: External link], also experimented with color television as early as 1907. The first color television project is claimed by him,[106] and was patented in Germany[image: External link] on 31 March 1908, patent № 197183, then in Britain[image: External link], on 1 April 1908, patent № 7219,[107] in France[image: External link] (patent № 390326) and in Russia[image: External link] in 1910 (patent № 17912).[108]

Scottish inventor John Logie Baird[image: External link] demonstrated the world's first color transmission on 3 July 1928, using scanning discs at the transmitting and receiving ends with three spirals of apertures, each spiral with filters of a different primary color; and three light sources at the receiving end, with a commutator[image: External link] to alternate their illumination.[109] Baird also made the world's first color broadcast on 4 February 1938, sending a mechanically scanned 120-line image from Baird's Crystal Palace[image: External link] studios to a projection screen at London's Dominion Theatre[image: External link].[110] Mechanically scanned color television was also demonstrated by Bell Laboratories[image: External link] in June 1929 using three complete systems of photoelectric cells[image: External link], amplifiers, glow-tubes, and color filters, with a series of mirrors to superimpose the red, green, and blue images into one full color image.

The first practical hybrid system was again pioneered by John Logie Baird. In 1940 he publicly demonstrated a color television combining a traditional black-and-white display with a rotating colored disk. This device was very "deep", but was later improved with a mirror folding the light path into an entirely practical device resembling a large conventional console.[111] However, Baird was not happy with the design, and, as early as 1944, had commented to a British government committee that a fully electronic device would be better.

In 1939, Hungarian engineer Peter Carl Goldmark[image: External link] introduced an electro-mechanical system while at CBS[image: External link], which contained an Iconoscope[image: External link] sensor. The CBS field-sequential color system was partly mechanical, with a disc made of red, blue, and green filters spinning inside the television camera at 1,200 rpm, and a similar disc spinning in synchronization in front of the cathode ray tube inside the receiver set.[112] The system was first demonstrated to the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC) on 29 August 1940, and shown to the press on 4 September.[113][114][115][116]

CBS began experimental color field tests using film as early as 28 August 1940, and live cameras by 12 November.[117] NBC (owned by RCA) made its first field test of color television on 20 February 1941. CBS began daily color field tests on 1 June 1941.[118] These color systems were not compatible with existing black-and-white television sets, and, as no color television sets were available to the public at this time, viewing of the color field tests was restricted to RCA and CBS engineers and the invited press. The War Production Board[image: External link] halted the manufacture of television and radio equipment for civilian use from 22 April 1942 to 20 August 1945, limiting any opportunity to introduce color television to the general public.[119][120]

As early as 1940, Baird had started work on a fully electronic system he called Telechrome[image: External link]. Early Telechrome devices used two electron guns aimed at either side of a phosphor plate. The phosphor was patterned so the electrons from the guns only fell on one side of the patterning or the other. Using cyan and magenta phosphors, a reasonable limited-color image could be obtained. He also demonstrated the same system using monochrome signals to produce a 3D image (called " stereoscopic[image: External link]" at the time). A demonstration on 16 August 1944 was the first example of a practical color television system. Work on the Telechrome continued and plans were made to introduce a three-gun version for full color. However, Baird's untimely death in 1946 ended development of the Telechrome system.[121][122] Similar concepts were common through the 1940s and 1950s, differing primarily in the way they re-combined the colors generated by the three guns. The Geer tube[image: External link] was similar to Baird's concept, but used small pyramids with the phosphors deposited on their outside faces, instead of Baird's 3D patterning on a flat surface. The Penetron[image: External link] used three layers of phosphor on top of each other and increased the power of the beam to reach the upper layers when drawing those colors. The Chromatron[image: External link] used a set of focusing wires to select the colored phosphors arranged in vertical stripes on the tube.

One of the great technical challenges of introducing color broadcast television[image: External link] was the desire to conserve bandwidth[image: External link], potentially three times that of the existing black-and-white[image: External link] standards, and not use an excessive amount of radio spectrum[image: External link]. In the United States, after considerable research, the National Television Systems Committee[image: External link][123] approved an all-electronic Compatible color[image: External link] system developed by RCA[image: External link], which encoded the color information separately from the brightness information and greatly reduced the resolution of the color information in order to conserve bandwidth. The brightness image remained compatible with existing black-and-white television sets at slightly reduced resolution, while color televisions could decode the extra information in the signal and produce a limited-resolution color display. The higher resolution black-and-white and lower resolution color images combine in the brain to produce a seemingly high-resolution color image. The NTSC standard represented a major technical achievement.

Although all-electronic color was introduced in the U.S. in 1953,[124] high prices, and the scarcity of color programming, greatly slowed its acceptance in the marketplace. The first national color broadcast (the 1954 Tournament of Roses Parade[image: External link]) occurred on 1 January 1954, but during the following ten years most network broadcasts, and nearly all local programming, continued to be in black-and-white. It was not until the mid-1960s that color sets started selling in large numbers, due in part to the color transition of 1965 in which it was announced that over half of all network prime-time programming would be broadcast in color that fall. The first all-color prime-time season came just one year later. In 1972, the last holdout among daytime network programs converted to color, resulting in the first completely all-color network season.

Early color sets were either floor-standing console models or tabletop versions nearly as bulky and heavy; so in practice they remained firmly anchored in one place. The introduction of GE[image: External link]'s relatively compact and lightweight Porta-Color[image: External link] set in the spring of 1966 made watching color television a more flexible and convenient proposition. In 1972, sales of color sets finally surpassed sales of black-and-white sets. Color broadcasting in Europe was not standardized on the PAL[image: External link] format until the 1960s, and broadcasts did not start until 1967. By this point many of the technical problems in the early sets had been worked out, and the spread of color sets in Europe was fairly rapid. By the mid-1970s, the only stations broadcasting in black-and-white were a few high-numbered UHF stations in small markets, and a handful of low-power repeater stations in even smaller markets such as vacation spots. By 1979, even the last of these had converted to color and, by the early 1980s, B&W sets had been pushed into niche markets, notably low-power uses, small portable sets, or for use as video monitor[image: External link] screens in lower-cost consumer equipment. By the late 1980s even these areas switched to color sets.
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Main article: Digital television[image: External link]


See also: Digital television transition[image: External link]


Digital television (DTV) is the transmission of audio and video by digitally processed and multiplexed signals, in contrast to the totally analog and channel separated signals used by analog television[image: External link]. Due to data compression[image: External link] digital TV can support more than one program in the same channel bandwidth.[125] It is an innovative service that represents the first significant evolution in television technology since color television in the 1950s.[126] Digital TV's roots have been tied very closely to the availability of inexpensive, high performance computers. It was not until the 1990s that digital TV became feasible.[127]

In the mid-1980s, as Japanese consumer electronics[image: External link] firms forged ahead with the development of HDTV[image: External link] technology, the MUSE[image: External link] analog format proposed by NHK[image: External link], a Japanese company, was seen as a pacesetter that threatened to eclipse U.S. electronics companies' technologies. Until June 1990, the Japanese MUSE standard, based on an analog system, was the front-runner among the more than 23 different technical concepts under consideration. Then, an American company, General Instrument, demonstrated the feasibility of a digital television signal. This breakthrough was of such significance that the FCC[image: External link] was persuaded to delay its decision on an ATV standard until a digitally based standard could be developed.

In March 1990, when it became clear that a digital standard was feasible, the FCC made a number of critical decisions. First, the Commission declared that the new ATV standard must be more than an enhanced analog signal, but be able to provide a genuine HDTV signal with at least twice the resolution of existing television images.(7) Then, to ensure that viewers who did not wish to buy a new digital television set could continue to receive conventional television broadcasts, it dictated that the new ATV standard must be capable of being " simulcast[image: External link]" on different channels.(8)The new ATV standard also allowed the new DTV signal to be based on entirely new design principles. Although incompatible with the existing NTSC[image: External link] standard, the new DTV standard would be able to incorporate many improvements.

The final standards adopted by the FCC did not require a single standard for scanning formats, aspect ratios[image: External link], or lines of resolution. This compromise resulted from a dispute between the consumer electronics[image: External link] industry (joined by some broadcasters) and the computer industry[image: External link] (joined by the film industry[image: External link] and some public interest groups) over which of the two scanning processes—interlaced or progressive—would be best suited for the newer digital HDTV compatible display devices.[128] Interlaced scanning, which had been specifically designed for older analogue CRT display technologies, scans even-numbered lines first, then odd-numbered ones. In fact, interlaced scanning can be looked at as the first video compression model as it was partly designed in the 1940s to double the image resolution to exceed the limitations of the television broadcast bandwidth. Another reason for its adoption was to limit the flickering on early CRT screens whose phosphor coated screens could only retain the image from the electron scanning gun for a relatively short duration.[129] However interlaced scanning does not work as efficiently on newer display devices such as Liquid-crystal (LCD)[image: External link], for example, which are better suited to a more frequent progressive refresh rate.[128]

Progressive scanning[image: External link], the format that the computer industry had long adopted for computer display monitors, scans every line in sequence, from top to bottom. Progressive scanning in effect doubles the amount of data generated for every full screen displayed in comparison to interlaced scanning by painting the screen in one pass in 1/60 second, instead of two passes in 1/30 second. The computer industry argued that progressive scanning is superior because it does not "flicker" on the new standard of display devices in the manner of interlaced scanning. It also argued that progressive scanning enables easier connections with the Internet, and is more cheaply converted to interlaced formats than vice versa. The film industry also supported progressive scanning because it offered a more efficient means of converting filmed programming into digital formats. For their part, the consumer electronics industry and broadcasters argued that interlaced scanning was the only technology that could transmit the highest quality pictures then (and currently) feasible, i.e., 1,080 lines per picture and 1,920 pixels per line. Broadcasters also favored interlaced scanning because their vast archive of interlaced programming is not readily compatible with a progressive format. William F. Schreiber[image: External link], who was director of the Advanced Television Research Program at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link] from 1983 until his retirement in 1990, thought that the continued advocacy of interlaced equipment originated from consumer electronics companies that were trying to get back the substantial investments they made in the interlaced technology.[130]

Digital television transition[image: External link] started in late 2000s. All governments across the world set the deadline for analog shutdown by 2010s. Initially the adoption rate was low, as the first digital tuner-equipped TVs were costly. But soon, as the price of digital-capable TVs dropped, more and more households were converting to digital televisions. The transition is expected to be completed worldwide by mid to late 2010s.
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Main article: Smart television[image: External link]


Not to be confused with Internet television[image: External link], Internet Protocol television[image: External link], or Web television[image: External link].

The advent of digital television allowed innovations like smart TVs. A smart television, sometimes referred to as connected TV or hybrid TV, is a television set or set-top box[image: External link] with integrated Internet[image: External link] and Web 2.0[image: External link] features, and is an example of technological convergence[image: External link] between computers, television sets and set-top boxes. Besides the traditional functions of television sets and set-top boxes provided through traditional broadcasting media[image: External link], these devices can also provide Internet TV, online interactive media[image: External link], over-the-top content[image: External link], as well as on-demand[image: External link] streaming media[image: External link], and home networking[image: External link] access. These TVs come pre-loaded with an operating system.[131][132][133][134]

Smart TV should not to be confused with Internet TV[image: External link], Internet Protocol television[image: External link] (IPTV) or with Web TV[image: External link]. Internet television[image: External link] refers to the receiving of television content over the Internet instead of by traditional systems – terrestrial, cable and satellite (although internet itself is received by these methods). IPTV is one of the emerging Internet television technology standards for use by television broadcasters. Web television[image: External link] (WebTV) is a term used for programs created by a wide variety of companies and individuals for broadcast on Internet TV. A first patent was filed in 1994[135] (and extended the following year)[136] for an "intelligent" television system, linked with data processing systems, by means of a digital or analog network. Apart from being linked to data networks, one key point is its ability to automatically download necessary software routines, according to a user's demand, and process their needs. Major TV manufacturers have announced production of smart TVs only, for middle-end and high-end TVs in 2015.[7][8][9] Smart TVs are expected to become dominant form of television by late 2010s.
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Main article: 3D television[image: External link]


3D television conveys depth perception[image: External link] to the viewer by employing techniques such as stereoscopic[image: External link] display, multi-view[image: External link] display, 2D-plus-depth[image: External link], or any other form of 3D display[image: External link]. Most modern 3D television sets[image: External link] use an active shutter 3D system[image: External link] or a polarized 3D system[image: External link], and some are autostereoscopic[image: External link] without the need of glasses. Stereoscopic 3D television was demonstrated for the first time on 10 August 1928, by John Logie Baird[image: External link] in his company's premises at 133 Long Acre, London.[137] Baird pioneered a variety of 3D television systems using electromechanical and cathode-ray tube techniques. The first 3D TV was produced in 1935. The advent of digital television in the 2000s greatly improved 3D TVs. Although 3D TV sets are quite popular for watching 3D home media such as on Blu-ray discs, 3D programming has largely failed to make inroads with the public. Many 3D television channels which started in the early 2010s were shut down by the mid-2010s.According to DisplaySearch 3D televisions shipments totaled 41.45 million units in 2012, compared with 24.14 in 2011 and 2.26 in 2010.[138] As of late 2013 the number of 3D TV viewers started to decline.[139][140][141][142][143]
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Main article: Terrestrial television[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of the introduction of television in countries[image: External link]


Programming is broadcast[image: External link] by television stations[image: External link], sometimes called "channels", as stations are licensed[image: External link] by their governments to broadcast only over assigned channels[image: External link] in the television band[image: External link]. At first, terrestrial broadcasting[image: External link] was the only way television could be widely distributed, and because bandwidth[image: External link] was limited, i.e., there were only a small number of channels[image: External link] available, government regulation was the norm. In the U.S., the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC) allowed stations to broadcast advertisements beginning in July 1941, but required public service programming commitments as a requirement for a license. By contrast, the United Kingdom chose a different route, imposing a television license[image: External link] fee on owners of television reception equipment to fund the British Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link] (BBC), which had public service as part of its Royal Charter[image: External link].

WRGB[image: External link] claims to be the world's oldest television station, tracing its roots to an experimental station founded on 13 January 1928, broadcasting from the General Electric[image: External link] factory in Schenectady, NY[image: External link], under the call letters W2XB.[144] It was popularly known as "WGY Television" after its sister radio station. Later in 1928, General Electric started a second facility, this one in New York City, which had the call letters W2XBS[image: External link] and which today is known as WNBC[image: External link]. The two stations were experimental in nature and had no regular programming, as receivers were operated by engineers within the company. The image of a Felix the Cat[image: External link] doll rotating on a turntable was broadcast for 2 hours every day for several years as new technology was being tested by the engineers. On 2 November 1936, the BBC[image: External link] began transmitting the world's first public regular high-definition service from the Victorian Alexandra Palace[image: External link] in north London.[145] It therefore claims to be the birthplace of TV broadcasting as we know it today.

With the widespread adoption of cable across the United States in the 1970s and 80s, terrestrial television broadcasts have been in decline; in 2013 it was estimated that about 7% of US households used an antenna.[146][147] A slight increase in use began around 2010 due to switchover to digital terrestrial television[image: External link] broadcasts, which offered pristine image quality over very large areas, and offered an alternate to cable television[image: External link] (CATV) for cord cutters[image: External link]. All other countries around the world are also in the process of either shutting down analog terrestrial television or switching over to digital terrestrial television.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cable television




Main article: Cable television[image: External link]


See also: Cable television by region[image: External link]


Cable television is a system of broadcasting television programming to paying subscribers via radio frequency (RF) signals transmitted through coaxial cables or light pulses through fiber-optic cables. This contrasts with traditional terrestrial television, in which the television signal is transmitted over the air by radio waves and received by a television antenna attached to the television. In the 2000s, FM radio programming, high-speed Internet, telephone service, and similar non-television services may also be provided through these cables. The abbreviation CATV is often used for cable television. It originally stood for Community Access Television or Community Antenna Television, from cable television's origins in 1948: in areas where over-the-air reception was limited by distance from transmitters or mountainous terrain, large "community antennas" were constructed, and cable was run from them to individual homes.[148] The origins of cable broadcasting are even older as radio programming was distributed by cable in some European cities as far back as 1924. Earlier cable television was analog, but since the 2000s all cable operators have switched to, or are in the process of switching to, digital cable television.
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Main article: Satellite television[image: External link]


Satellite television is a system of supplying television programming[image: External link] using broadcast[image: External link] signals relayed from communication satellites[image: External link]. The signals are received via an outdoor parabolic reflector antenna usually referred to as a satellite dish[image: External link] and a low-noise block downconverter[image: External link] (LNB). A satellite receiver then decodes the desired television program[image: External link] for viewing on a television set[image: External link]. Receivers can be external set-top boxes[image: External link], or a built-in television tuner[image: External link]. Satellite television provides a wide range of channels and services, especially to geographic areas without terrestrial television[image: External link] or cable television[image: External link].

The most common method of reception is direct-broadcast satellite television[image: External link] (DBSTV), also known as "direct to home" (DTH).[149] In DBSTV systems, signals are relayed from a direct broadcast satellite[image: External link] on the K u[image: External link] wavelength and are completely digital.[150] Satellite TV systems formerly used systems known as television receive-only[image: External link]. These systems received analog signals transmitted in the C-band[image: External link] spectrum from FSS[image: External link] type satellites, and required the use of large dishes. Consequently, these systems were nicknamed "big dish" systems, and were more expensive and less popular.[151]

The direct-broadcast satellite television signals were earlier analog signals and later digital signals, both of which require a compatible receiver. Digital signals[image: External link] may include high-definition television[image: External link] (HDTV). Some transmissions and channels are free-to-air[image: External link] or free-to-view[image: External link], while many other channels are pay television[image: External link] requiring a subscription.[152] In 1945, British science fiction[image: External link] writer Arthur C. Clarke[image: External link] proposed a worldwide communications system which would function by means of three satellites equally spaced apart in earth orbit.[153][154] This was published in the October 1945 issue of the Wireless World[image: External link] magazine and won him the Franklin Institute[image: External link]'s Stuart Ballantine Medal[image: External link] in 1963.[155][156]

The first satellite television signals from Europe[image: External link] to North America[image: External link] were relayed via the Telstar[image: External link] satellite over the Atlantic[image: External link] ocean on 23 July 1962.[157] The signals were received and broadcast in North American and European countries and watched by over 100 million.[157] Launched in 1962, the Relay 1[image: External link] satellite was the first satellite to transmit television signals from the US to Japan.[158] The first geosynchronous[image: External link] communication satellite[image: External link], Syncom 2[image: External link], was launched on 26 July 1963.[159]

The world's first commercial communications satellite, called Intelsat I[image: External link] and nicknamed "Early Bird", was launched into geosynchronous orbit on 6 April 1965.[160] The first national network[image: External link] of television satellites, called Orbita[image: External link], was created by the Soviet Union[image: External link] in October 1967, and was based on the principle of using the highly elliptical Molniya[image: External link] satellite for rebroadcasting and delivering of television signals[image: External link] to ground downlink[image: External link] stations.[161] The first commercial North American satellite to carry television transmissions was Canada[image: External link]'s geostationary Anik 1[image: External link], which was launched on 9 November 1972.[162] ATS-6[image: External link], the world's first experimental educational and Direct Broadcast Satellite[image: External link] (DBS), was launched on 30 May 1974.[163] It transmitted at 860 MHz using wideband FM modulation and had two sound channels. The transmissions were focused on the Indian subcontinent but experimenters were able to receive the signal in Western Europe using home constructed equipment that drew on UHF television design techniques already in use.[164]

The first in a series of Soviet geostationary satellites to carry Direct-To-Home[image: External link] television, Ekran[image: External link] 1, was launched on 26 October 1976.[165] It used a 714 MHz UHF downlink frequency so that the transmissions could be received with existing UHF television technology[image: External link] rather than microwave technology.[166]
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Main article: Internet television[image: External link]


Not to be confused with Smart television[image: External link], Internet Protocol television[image: External link], or Web television[image: External link].

Internet television (Internet TV) (or online television) is the digital distribution[image: External link] of television content via the Internet[image: External link] as opposed to traditional systems like terrestrial, cable, and satellite, although the Internet itself is received by terrestrial, cable, or satellite methods. Internet television is a general term that covers the delivery of television shows, and other video content, over the Internet by video streaming technology, typically by major traditional television broadcasters. Internet television should not to be confused with Smart TV[image: External link], IPTV[image: External link] or with Web TV[image: External link]. Smart television[image: External link] refers to the TV set which has a built-in operating system. Internet Protocol television (IPTV) is one of the emerging Internet television technology standards for use by television broadcasters. Web television[image: External link] is a term used for programs created by a wide variety of companies and individuals for broadcast on Internet TV.
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Main article: Television set[image: External link]


A television set, also called a television receiver, television, TV set, TV, or "telly", is a device that combines a tuner, display, an amplifier, and speakers for the purpose of viewing television and hearing its audio components. Introduced in late 1920's in mechanical[image: External link] form, television sets became a popular consumer product after World War II in electronic form, using cathode ray tubes[image: External link]. The addition of color to broadcast television after 1953 further increased the popularity of television sets and an outdoor antenna became a common feature of suburban homes. The ubiquitous television set became the display device for recorded media in the 1970s, such as Betamax[image: External link] and VHS[image: External link], which enabled viewers to record TV shows and watch prerecorded movies. In the subsequent decades, TVs were used to watch DVDs[image: External link] and Blu-ray Discs[image: External link] of movies and other content. Major TV manufacturers announced the discontinuation of CRT, DLP, plasma and fluorescent-backlit LCDs by the mid-2010s. Televisions since 2010s mostly use LEDs[image: External link].[3][4][5] [167] [168] LEDs are expected to be gradually replaced by OLEDs in near future.[6]
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Main article: Display device[image: External link]
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Main article: Nipkow disk[image: External link]


The earliest systems employed a spinning disk[image: External link] to create and reproduce images. These usually had a low resolution and screen size and never became popular with the public.
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Main article: Cathode ray tube[image: External link]


The cathode ray tube (CRT) is a vacuum tube[image: External link] containing one or more electron guns[image: External link] (a source of electrons[image: External link] or electron emitter) and a fluorescent[image: External link] screen used to view images.[32] It has a means to accelerate and deflect the electron beam(s) onto the screen to create the images. The images may represent electrical waveforms[image: External link] ( oscilloscope[image: External link]), pictures (television, computer monitor[image: External link]), radar[image: External link] targets or others. The CRT uses an evacuated glass envelope which is large, deep (i.e. long from front screen face to rear end), fairly heavy, and relatively fragile. As a matter of safety, the face is typically made of thick lead glass[image: External link] so as to be highly shatter-resistant and to block most X-ray[image: External link] emissions, particularly if the CRT is used in a consumer product.

In television sets and computer monitors[image: External link], the entire front area of the tube is scanned repetitively and systematically in a fixed pattern called a raster[image: External link]. An image is produced by controlling the intensity of each of the three electron beams[image: External link], one for each additive primary color (red, green, and blue) with a video signal[image: External link] as a reference.[169] In all modern CRT monitors and televisions, the beams are bent by magnetic deflection, a varying magnetic field generated by coils and driven by electronic circuits around the neck of the tube, although electrostatic deflection[image: External link] is commonly used in oscilloscopes[image: External link], a type of diagnostic instrument.[169]
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Main article: Digital Light Processing[image: External link]


Digital Light Processing (DLP) is a type of video projector[image: External link] technology that uses a digital micromirror device[image: External link]. Some DLPs have a TV tuner, which makes them a type of TV display. It was originally developed in 1987 by Dr. Larry Hornbeck[image: External link] of Texas Instruments[image: External link]. While the DLP imaging device was invented by Texas Instruments, the first DLP based projector was introduced by Digital Projection Ltd in 1997. Digital Projection and Texas Instruments were both awarded Emmy Awards[image: External link] in 1998 for invention of the DLP projector technology. DLP is used in a variety of display applications from traditional static displays to interactive displays and also non-traditional embedded applications including medical, security, and industrial uses. DLP technology is used in DLP front projectors (standalone projection units for classrooms and business primarily), but also in private homes; in these cases, the image is projected onto a projection screen. DLP is also used in DLP rear projection television sets and digital signs. It is also used in about 85% of digital cinema[image: External link] projection.[170]
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Main article: Plasma display[image: External link]


A plasma[image: External link] display panel (PDP) is a type of flat panel display[image: External link] common to large TV displays 30 inches (76 cm) or larger. They are called " plasma[image: External link]" displays because the technology utilizes small cells containing electrically[image: External link] charged[image: External link] ionized[image: External link] gases[image: External link], or what are in essence chambers more commonly known as fluorescent lamps[image: External link].
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Main article: Liquid crystal display[image: External link]


Liquid-crystal-display televisions (LCD TV) are television sets that use LCD[image: External link] display technology[image: External link] to produce images. LCD televisions are much thinner and lighter than cathode ray tube[image: External link] (CRTs) of similar display size, and are available in much larger sizes (e.g., 90 inch diagonal). When manufacturing costs fell, this combination of features made LCDs practical for television receivers. LCD's come in two types: those using cold cathode fluorescent lamps[image: External link], simply called LCDs and those using LED[image: External link] as backlight called as LEDs[image: External link].

In 2007, LCD televisions surpassed sales of CRT-based televisions worldwide for the first time, and their sales figures relative to other technologies accelerated. LCD TVs have quickly displaced the only major competitors in the large-screen market, the plasma display panel[image: External link] and rear-projection television[image: External link].[171] In mid 2010s LCDs especially LEDs became, by far, the most widely produced and sold television display type.[167][168] LCDs also have disadvantages. Other technologies address these weaknesses, including OLEDs[image: External link], FED[image: External link] and SED[image: External link], but as of 2014 none of these have entered widespread production.
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Main article: Organic light-emitting diode[image: External link]


An OLED (organic light-emitting diode) is a light-emitting diode[image: External link] (LED) in which the emissive[image: External link] electroluminescent[image: External link] layer is a film of organic compound[image: External link] which emits light in response to an electric current. This layer of organic semiconductor[image: External link] is situated between two electrodes. Generally, at least one of these electrodes is transparent. OLEDs are used to create digital displays[image: External link] in devices such as television[image: External link] screens. It is also used for computer monitors, portable systems such as mobile phones[image: External link], handheld games consoles[image: External link] and PDAs[image: External link].

There are two main families of OLED: those based on small molecules[image: External link] and those employing polymers[image: External link]. Adding mobile ions[image: External link] to an OLED creates a light-emitting electrochemical cell[image: External link] or LEC, which has a slightly different mode of operation. OLED displays can use either passive-matrix[image: External link] (PMOLED) or active-matrix[image: External link] (AMOLED) addressing schemes. Active-matrix OLEDs require a thin-film transistor[image: External link] backplane to switch each individual pixel on or off, but allow for higher resolution and larger display sizes.

An OLED display works without a backlight[image: External link]. Thus, it can display deep black levels[image: External link] and can be thinner and lighter than a liquid crystal display[image: External link] (LCD). In low ambient light conditions such as a dark room an OLED screen can achieve a higher contrast ratio[image: External link] than an LCD, whether the LCD uses cold cathode fluorescent lamps[image: External link] or LED backlight[image: External link]. OLEDs are expected to replace other forms of display in near future.[6]
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Main article: Low-definition television[image: External link]


Low-definition television or LDTV refers to television systems that have a lower screen resolution than standard-definition television systems such 240p[image: External link] (320*240). It is used in handheld television[image: External link]. The most common source of LDTV programming is the Internet[image: External link], where mass distribution of higher-resolution video files[image: External link] could overwhelm computer servers[image: External link] and take too long to download[image: External link]. Many mobile phones[image: External link] and portable devices such as Apple[image: External link]’s iPod Nano[image: External link], or Sony’s PlayStation Portable[image: External link] use LDTV video, as higher-resolution files would be excessive to the needs of their small screens ( 320×240[image: External link] and 480×272 pixels[image: External link] respectively). The current generation of iPod Nanos have LDTV screens, as do the first three generations of iPod Touch[image: External link] and iPhone[image: External link] (480×320). For the first years of its existence, YouTube[image: External link] offered only one, low-definition resolution of 320x240p at 30fps or less. A standard, consumer grade VHS[image: External link] videotape[image: External link] can be considered SDTV due to its resolution (approximately 360 × 480i/576i).
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Main article: Standard-definition television[image: External link]


Standard-definition television or SDTV refers to two different resolutions: 576i[image: External link], with 576 interlaced[image: External link] lines of resolution, derived from the European-developed PAL[image: External link] and SECAM[image: External link] systems; and 480i[image: External link] based on the American National Television System Committee NTSC[image: External link] system. SDTV is a television system that uses a resolution that is not considered to be either high-definition television[image: External link] ( 720p[image: External link], 1080i[image: External link], 1080p[image: External link], 1440p[image: External link], 4K UHDTV[image: External link], and 8K UHD[image: External link]) or enhanced-definition television[image: External link] (EDTV 480p[image: External link]). In North America, digital SDTV is broadcast in the same 4:3[image: External link] aspect ratio as NTSC signals with widescreen content being center cut[image: External link].[172] However, in other parts of the world that used the PAL or SECAM color systems, standard-definition television is now usually shown with a 16:9[image: External link] aspect ratio[image: External link], with the transition occurring between the mid-1990s and mid-2000s. Older programs with a 4:3 aspect ratio are shown in the US as 4:3 with non-ATSC countries preferring to reduce the horizontal resolution by anamorphically scaling a pillarboxed[image: External link] image.
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Main article: High-definition television[image: External link]


High-definition television (HDTV) provides a resolution[image: External link] that is substantially higher than that of standard-definition television[image: External link].

HDTV may be transmitted in various formats:


	
1080p[image: External link]: 1920×1080p: 2,073,600 pixels (~2.07 megapixels[image: External link]) per frame[image: External link]


	
1080i[image: External link]: 1920×1080i: 1,036,800 pixels (~1.04 MP) per field[image: External link] or 2,073,600 pixels (~2.07 MP) per frame

	A non-standard CEA resolution exists in some countries such as 1440×1080i: 777,600 pixels (~0.78 MP) per field or 1,555,200 pixels (~1.56 MP) per frame





	
720p[image: External link]: 1280×720p: 921,600 pixels (~0.92 MP) per frame
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Main article: Ultra-high-definition television[image: External link]


Ultra-high-definition television (also known as Super Hi-Vision, Ultra HD television, UltraHD, UHDTV, or UHD[image: External link]) includes 4K UHD[image: External link] (2160p) and 8K UHD[image: External link] (4320p), which are two digital video[image: External link] formats proposed by NHK Science & Technology Research Laboratories[image: External link] and defined and approved by the International Telecommunication Union[image: External link] (ITU). The Consumer Electronics Association[image: External link] announced on 17 October 2012, that "Ultra High Definition", or "Ultra HD", would be used for displays that have an aspect ratio[image: External link] of at least 16:9 and at least one digital input capable of carrying and presenting native video at a minimum resolution of 3840×2160 pixels.[173][174]
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North American consumers purchase a new television set on average every seven years, and the average household owns 2.8 televisions. As of 2011, 48 million are sold each year at an average price of $460 and size of 38 in (97 cm).[175]



	Worldwide large-screen television technology[image: External link] brand revenue share in Q2 2013



	Manufacturer
	
DisplaySearch[image: External link][176]




	Samsung Electronics[image: External link]
	26.5%



	LG Electronics[image: External link]
	16.3%



	Sony[image: External link]
	8%



	Panasonic[image: External link]
	5.3%



	TCL[image: External link]
	5.1%



	Others
	38.8%





	Note: Vendor shipments are branded shipments and exclude OEM sales for all vendors





	Worldwide LCD TV[image: External link] manufacturers market share in 2015



	Manufacturer
	
Statista[image: External link][177]




	Samsung Electronics[image: External link]
	20.98%



	LG Electronics[image: External link]
	12.4%



	Hisense[image: External link]
	5.56%



	TCL[image: External link]
	5.56%



	Sony[image: External link]
	5.54%



	Others
	32.3%
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See also: Television program[image: External link]


Getting TV programming shown to the public can happen in many different ways. After production, the next step is to market and deliver the product to whichever markets are open to using it. This typically happens on two levels:


	Original run or First run: a producer creates a program of one or multiple episodes and shows it on a station or network which has either paid for the production itself or to which a license has been granted by the television producers[image: External link] to do the same.

	
Broadcast syndication[image: External link]: this is the terminology rather broadly used to describe secondary programming usages (beyond original run). It includes secondary runs in the country of first issue, but also international usage which may not be managed by the originating producer. In many cases, other companies, TV stations[image: External link], or individuals are engaged to do the syndication work, in other words, to sell the product into the markets they are allowed to sell into by contract from the copyright holders, in most cases the producers.



First-run programming is increasing on subscription services outside the US, but few domestically produced programs are syndicated on domestic free-to-air[image: External link] (FTA) elsewhere. This practice is increasing, however, generally on digital-only FTA channels or with subscriber-only, first-run material appearing on FTA. Unlike the US, repeat FTA screenings of an FTA network program usually only occur on that network. Also, affiliates[image: External link] rarely buy or produce non-network programming that is not centered on local programming[image: External link].
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Television genres[image: External link] include a broad range of programming types that entertain, inform, and educate viewers. The most expensive entertainment genres to produce are usually dramas and dramatic miniseries[image: External link]. However, other genres, such as historical Western genres, may also have high production costs.Popular culture[image: External link] entertainment genres include action-oriented shows such as police, crime, detective dramas, horror, or thriller shows. As well, there are also other variants of the drama genre, such as medical dramas[image: External link] and daytime soap operas[image: External link]. Science fiction[image: External link] shows can fall into either the drama or action category, depending on whether they emphasize philosophical questions or high adventure. Comedy is a popular genre which includes situation comedy[image: External link] (sitcom) and animated shows for the adult demographic such as South Park[image: External link].

The least expensive forms of entertainment programming genres are game shows, talk shows[image: External link], variety shows[image: External link], and reality television[image: External link]. Game shows feature contestants answering questions and solving puzzles to win prizes. Talk shows contain interviews with film, television, music and sports celebrities and public figures. Variety shows feature a range of musical performers and other entertainers, such as comedians and magicians, introduced by a host or Master of Ceremonies[image: External link]. There is some crossover between some talk shows and variety shows because leading talk shows often feature performances by bands, singers, comedians, and other performers in between the interview segments. Reality TV shows "regular" people (i.e., not actors[image: External link]) facing unusual challenges or experiences ranging from arrest by police officers ( COPS[image: External link]) to significant weight loss (The Biggest Loser[image: External link]). A variant version of reality shows depicts celebrities doing mundane activities such as going about their everyday life (The Osbournes[image: External link], Snoop Dogg's Father Hood[image: External link]) or doing regular jobs (The Simple Life[image: External link]).

Fictional television programs that some television scholars and broadcasting advocacy groups argue are "quality television[image: External link]", include series such as Twin Peaks[image: External link] and The Sopranos[image: External link]. Kristin Thompson argues that some of these television series exhibit traits also found in art films[image: External link], such as psychological realism, narrative complexity, and ambiguous plotlines. Nonfiction television programs that some television scholars and broadcasting advocacy groups argue are "quality television", include a range of serious, noncommercial, programming aimed at a niche audience, such as documentaries[image: External link] and public affairs shows.
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 Funding




Around the globe, broadcast TV is financed by government, advertising, licensing (a form of tax), subscription, or any combination of these. To protect revenues, subscription TV channels are usually encrypted to ensure that only subscribers receive the decryption codes to see the signal. Unencrypted channels are known as free to air or FTA. In 2009, the global TV market represented 1,217.2 million TV households with at least one TV and total revenues of 268.9 billion EUR (declining 1.2% compared to 2008).[178] North America had the biggest TV revenue market share with 39% followed by Europe (31%), Asia-Pacific (21%), Latin America (8%), and Africa and the Middle East (2%).[179] Globally, the different TV revenue sources divide into 45%–50% TV advertising revenues, 40%–45% subscription fees and 10% public funding.[180][181]
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 Advertising




Main article: Television advertisement[image: External link]


TV's broad reach makes it a powerful and attractive medium for advertisers. Many TV networks and stations sell blocks of broadcast time to advertisers ("sponsors") to fund their programming.[182] Television advertisements (variously called a television commercial, commercial or ad in American English[image: External link], and known in British English[image: External link] as an advert) is a span of television programming[image: External link] produced and paid for by an organization, which conveys a message, typically to market a product or service. Advertising revenue provides a significant portion of the funding for most privately owned television networks[image: External link]. The vast majority of television advertisements today consist of brief advertising spots, ranging in length from a few seconds to several minutes (as well as program-length infomercials[image: External link]). Advertisements of this sort have been used to promote a wide variety of goods, services and ideas since the beginning of television.

The effects of television advertising upon the viewing public (and the effects of mass media in general) have been the subject of philosophical discourse by such luminaries as Marshall McLuhan[image: External link]. The viewership of television programming, as measured by companies such as Nielsen Media Research[image: External link], is often used as a metric for television advertisement placement, and consequently, for the rates charged to advertisers to air within a given network, television program, or time of day (called a "daypart"). In many countries, including the United States[image: External link], television campaign advertisements[image: External link] are considered indispensable for a political campaign[image: External link]. In other countries, such as France, political advertising on television is heavily restricted,[183] while some countries, such as Norway[image: External link], completely ban political advertisements.

The first official, paid television advertisement was broadcast in the United States on July 1, 1941 over New York station WNBT (now WNBC[image: External link]) before a baseball game between the Brooklyn Dodgers[image: External link] and Philadelphia Phillies[image: External link]. The announcement for Bulova[image: External link] watches, for which the company paid anywhere from $4.00 to $9.00 (reports vary), displayed a WNBT test pattern modified to look like a clock with the hands showing the time. The Bulova logo, with the phrase "Bulova Watch Time", was shown in the lower right-hand quadrant of the test pattern while the second hand swept around the dial for one minute.[184][185] The first TV ad broadcast in the UK was on ITV[image: External link] on 22 September 1955, advertising Gibbs SR[image: External link] toothpaste. The first TV ad broadcast in Asia was on Nippon Television[image: External link] in Tokyo[image: External link] on August 28, 1953, advertising Seikosha[image: External link] (now Seiko[image: External link]), which also displayed a clock with the current time.[186]
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 United States




Since inception in the US in 1941,[187] television commercials[image: External link] have become one of the most effective, persuasive, and popular methods of selling products of many sorts, especially consumer goods. During the 1940s and into the 1950s, programs were hosted by single advertisers. This, in turn, gave great creative license to the advertisers[image: External link] over the content of the show. Perhaps due to the quiz show scandals[image: External link] in the 1950s,[188] networks shifted to the magazine concept, introducing advertising[image: External link] breaks with multiple advertisers.

US advertising rates are determined primarily by Nielsen ratings[image: External link]. The time of the day and popularity of the channel determine how much a TV commercial can cost. For example, it can cost approximately $750,000 for a 30-second block of commercial time during the highly popular American Idol[image: External link], while the same amount of time for the Super Bowl[image: External link] can cost several million dollars. Conversely, lesser-viewed time slots[image: External link], such as early mornings and weekday afternoons, are often sold in bulk to producers of infomercials[image: External link] at far lower rates. In recent years, the paid program or infomercial[image: External link] has become common, usually in lengths of 30 minutes or one hour. Some drug companies[image: External link] and other businesses have even created "news" items for broadcast, known in the industry as video news releases[image: External link], paying program directors[image: External link] to use them.[189]

Some TV programs also deliberately place products into their shows as advertisements, a practice started in feature films[190] and known as product placement[image: External link]. For example, a character could be drinking a certain kind of soda, going to a particular chain restaurant[image: External link], or driving a certain make of car. (This is sometimes very subtle, with shows having vehicles provided by manufacturers for low cost in exchange as a product placement[image: External link]). Sometimes, a specific brand or trade mark[image: External link], or music from a certain artist or group, is used. (This excludes guest appearances by artists who perform on the show.)
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 United Kingdom




The TV regulator oversees TV advertising in the United Kingdom. Its restrictions have applied since the early days of commercially funded TV. Despite this, an early TV mogul, Roy Thomson[image: External link], likened the broadcasting licence as being a "licence to print money".[191] Restrictions mean that the big three national commercial TV channels: ITV[image: External link], Channel 4[image: External link], and Channel 5[image: External link] can show an average of only seven minutes of advertising per hour (eight minutes in the peak period). Other broadcasters must average no more than nine minutes (twelve in the peak). This means that many imported TV shows from the US have unnatural pauses where the UK company does not utilize the narrative breaks intended for more frequent US advertising. Advertisements must not be inserted in the course of certain specific proscribed types of programs which last less than half an hour in scheduled duration; this list includes any news or current affairs programs, documentaries, and programs for children; additionally, advertisements may not be carried in a program designed and broadcast for reception in schools or in any religious broadcasting[image: External link] service or other devotional program or during a formal Royal ceremony or occasion. There also must be clear demarcations in time between the programs and the advertisements. The BBC[image: External link], being strictly non-commercial[image: External link], is not allowed to show advertisements on television in the UK, although it has many advertising-funded channels abroad. The majority of its budget comes from television license[image: External link] fees (see below) and broadcast syndication[image: External link], the sale of content to other broadcasters.
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 Ireland




The Broadcasting Commission of Ireland[image: External link] (BCI) ( Irish[image: External link]: Coimisiún Craolacháin na hÉireann)[192] oversees advertising on television and radio within Ireland for both private and state-owned broadcasters. There are some restrictions based on advertising, especially in relation to the advertising of alcohol. Such advertisements are prohibited until after 7 pm. Broadcasters in Ireland adhere to broadcasting legislation implemented by the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland and the European Union[image: External link]. Sponsorship[image: External link] of current affairs programming is prohibited at all times. As of 1 October 2009, the responsibilities held by the BCI are gradually being transferred to the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland[image: External link].
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 Subscription




Some TV channels are partly funded from subscriptions[image: External link]; therefore, the signals are encrypted during broadcast to ensure that only the paying subscribers have access to the decryption codes to watch pay television[image: External link] or specialty channels[image: External link]. Most subscription services are also funded by advertising[image: External link].
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 Taxation or license




Television services in some countries may be funded by a television licence[image: External link] or a form of taxation, which means that advertising plays a lesser role or no role at all. For example, some channels may carry no advertising at all and some very little, including:


	
Australia[image: External link] ( ABC[image: External link])

	
Belgium[image: External link] ( RTBF[image: External link])

	
Denmark[image: External link] ( DR[image: External link])

	
Ireland[image: External link] ( RTÉ[image: External link])

	
Japan[image: External link] ( NHK[image: External link])

	
Norway[image: External link] ( NRK[image: External link])

	
Sweden[image: External link] ( SVT[image: External link])

	
United Kingdom[image: External link] ( BBC[image: External link])

	
United States[image: External link] ( PBS[image: External link])



The BBC[image: External link] carries no television advertising[image: External link] on its UK channels and is funded by an annual television licence paid by premises receiving live TV broadcasts. Currently, it is estimated that approximately 26.8 million UK private domestic households own televisions, with approximately 25 million TV licences in all premises in force as of 2010.[193] This television license fee is set by the government, but the BBC is not answerable to or controlled by the government.

The two main BBC TV channels are watched by almost 90% of the population each week and overall have 27% share of total viewing,[194] despite the fact that 85% of homes are multichannel, with 42% of these having access to 200 free to air channels via satellite and another 43% having access to 30 or more channels via Freeview[image: External link].[195] The licence that funds the seven advertising-free BBC TV channels currently costs £139.50 a year (about US$215) regardless of the number of TV sets owned. When the same sporting event has been presented on both BBC and commercial channels, the BBC always attracts the lion's share of the audience[image: External link], indicating that viewers prefer to watch TV uninterrupted by advertising.

Other than internal promotional material, the Australian Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link] (ABC) carries no advertising; it is banned under the ABC Act 1983[image: External link]. The ABC receives its funding from the Australian government every three years. In the 2014/15 federal budget, the ABC received A$1.11 billion.[196] The funds provide for the ABC's television, radio, online, and international outputs. The ABC also receives funds from its many ABC shops across Australia. Although funded by the Australian government, the editorial independence of the ABC is ensured through law.

In France, government-funded channels carry advertisements, yet those who own television sets have to pay an annual tax ("la redevance audiovisuelle").[197]

In Japan, NHK[image: External link] is paid for by license fees (known in Japanese as reception fee (受信料 ?[image: External link] Jushinryō)). The broadcast law that governs NHK's funding stipulates that any television equipped to receive NHK is required to pay. The fee is standardized, with discounts for office workers and students who commute, as well a general discount for residents of Okinawa prefecture.
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 Broadcast programming




Main article: Broadcast programming[image: External link]


See also: TV listings (UK)[image: External link]


Broadcast programming, or TV listings in the United Kingdom[image: External link], is the practice of organizing and or ordering of television programs in a daily, weekly, monthly, quarterly or season-long schedule, with broadcast automation used to regularly change the scheduling of TV programs to build an audience for a new show, retain that audience, or compete with other broadcasters' programs.
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 Social aspects




Main article: Social aspects of television[image: External link]


Television has played a pivotal role in the socialization of the 20th and 21st centuries. There are many aspects of television that can be addressed, including negative issues such as media violence[image: External link]. Current research is discovering that individuals suffering from social isolation can employ television to create what is termed a parasocial or faux relationship with characters from their favorite television shows and movies as a way of deflecting feelings of loneliness and social deprivation.[198] Several studies have found that educational television[image: External link] has many advantages. The article "The Good Things about Television"[199] argues that television can be a very powerful and effective learning tool for children if used wisely.[200]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Consumption




Main article: Television consumption[image: External link]
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 Environmental aspects




With high lead[image: External link] content in CRTs[image: External link] and the rapid diffusion of new flat-panel display technologies, some of which ( LCDs[image: External link]) use lamps which contain mercury[image: External link], there is growing concern about electronic waste[image: External link] from discarded televisions. Related occupational health[image: External link] concerns exist, as well, for disassemblers removing copper[image: External link] wiring and other materials from CRTs. Further environmental concerns related to television design and use relate to the devices' increasing electrical energy[image: External link] requirements.[201]
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 See also






	Broadcast-safe[image: External link]

	Content Discovery Platform[image: External link]

	Information-action ratio[image: External link]

	List of countries by number of television broadcast stations[image: External link]

	List of television manufacturers[image: External link]

	List of years in television[image: External link]

	Media psychology[image: External link]

	Sign language on television[image: External link]

	Television studies[image: External link]

	
Murder by Television[image: External link], a murder mystery from 1935
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Saturday Night Live






For the recent season, see Saturday Night Live (season 42)[image: External link].

"SNL" redirects here. For other uses, see SNL (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Saturday Night Live (abbreviated as SNL) is an American late-night live television[image: External link] sketch comedy[image: External link] and variety show[image: External link] created by Lorne Michaels and developed by Dick Ebersol[image: External link]. The show premiered on NBC on October 11, 1975, under the original title NBC's Saturday Night. The show's comedy sketches[image: External link], which parody contemporary culture and politics, are performed by a large and varying cast of repertory and newer cast members. Each episode is hosted by a celebrity guest (who usually delivers an opening monologue[image: External link] and performs in sketches with the cast) and features performances by a musical guest. An episode normally begins with a cold open[image: External link] sketch that ends with someone breaking character[image: External link] and proclaiming, "Live from New York, it's Saturday Night![image: External link]", properly beginning the show.

In 1980, Michaels left the series to explore other opportunities. He was replaced by Jean Doumanian[image: External link], who was replaced by Ebersol after a season of bad reviews. Ebersol ran the show until 1985, when Michaels returned; Michaels has remained since then. Many of SNL's cast found national stardom while appearing on the show, and achieved success in film and television, both in front of and behind the camera. Others associated with the show, such as writers, have gone on to successful careers creating, writing, or starring in TV and film.

Broadcast from Studio 8H at NBC's headquarters in the Comcast Building[image: External link], SNL has aired 829 episodes since its debut, and concluded its forty-second season[image: External link] on May 20, 2017, making it one of the longest-running network television programs in the United States[image: External link]. The show format has been developed and recreated in several countries, meeting with different levels of success. Successful sketches have seen life outside of the show as feature films[image: External link], although only two met with critical and financial success: The Blues Brothers[image: External link] (1980) and Wayne's World[image: External link] (1992). The show has been marketed in other ways, including home media releases[image: External link] of "best of" and whole seasons, and books and documentaries about behind-the-scenes activities of running and developing the show.

Throughout four decades on air, Saturday Night Live has received a number of awards, including 50 Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link], two Peabody Awards[image: External link], and three Writers Guild of America Awards[image: External link]. In 2000, it was inducted into the National Association of Broadcasters Hall of Fame[image: External link]. It was ranked tenth in TV Guide[image: External link]'s "50 Greatest TV Shows of All Time[image: External link]" list, and in 2007 it was listed as one of Time[image: External link] magazine's "100 Best TV Shows of All-TIME". As of 2012, it has received 156 Emmy nominations[image: External link], the most received by any TV show. The live aspect of the show has resulted in several controversies and acts of censorship, with mistakes and intentional acts of sabotage by performers as well as guests.
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	History of Saturday Night Live series:



	
1975–80[image: External link]

(seasons 1[image: External link], 2[image: External link], 3[image: External link], 4[image: External link], 5[image: External link])

1980–85[image: External link]

(seasons 6[image: External link], 7[image: External link], 8[image: External link], 9[image: External link], 10[image: External link])

1985–90[image: External link]

(seasons 11[image: External link], 12[image: External link], 13[image: External link], 14[image: External link], 15[image: External link])

1990–95[image: External link]

(seasons 16[image: External link], 17[image: External link], 18[image: External link], 19[image: External link], 20[image: External link])

1995–2000[image: External link]

(seasons 21[image: External link], 22[image: External link], 23[image: External link], 24[image: External link], 25[image: External link])

2000–05[image: External link]

(seasons 26[image: External link], 27[image: External link], 28[image: External link], 29[image: External link], 30[image: External link])

2005–10[image: External link]

(seasons 31[image: External link], 32[image: External link], 33[image: External link], 34[image: External link], 35[image: External link])

2010–15[image: External link]

(seasons 36[image: External link], 37[image: External link], 38[image: External link], 39[image: External link], 40[image: External link])

2015–present[image: External link]

(seasons 41[image: External link], 42[image: External link])


Weekend Update[image: External link]






From 1965 until September 1975, NBC ran The Best of Carson[image: External link] reruns of The Tonight Show, airing them on either Saturday or Sunday night at local affiliates' discretion (originally known as The Saturday/Sunday Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson). In 1974, Johnny Carson[image: External link] announced that he wanted the weekend shows pulled and saved so that they could be aired during weeknights, allowing him to take time off.[1]

In 1974, NBC president Herbert Schlosser approached his vice president of late night programming, Dick Ebersol[image: External link], and asked him to create a show to fill the Saturday night time slot. At the suggestion of Paramount Pictures[image: External link] executive Barry Diller[image: External link], Schlosser and Ebersol then approached Lorne Michaels. Over the next three weeks, Ebersol and Michaels developed the latter's idea for a variety show featuring high-concept comedy sketches, political satire, and music performances. By 1975 Michaels had assembled a talented cast, including Dan Aykroyd, John Belushi[image: External link], Chevy Chase[image: External link], Jane Curtin[image: External link], Garrett Morris[image: External link], Laraine Newman[image: External link], Michael O'Donoghue[image: External link], Gilda Radner[image: External link],[2] and George Coe[image: External link].[3] The show was originally called NBC's Saturday Night, because Saturday Night Live was in use by Saturday Night Live with Howard Cosell[image: External link] on the rival network ABC[image: External link].[4] NBC purchased the rights to the name in 1976 and officially adopted the new title on March 26, 1977.[5]

Debuting on October 11, 1975,[6] the show immediately developed a cult following, eventually becoming a mainstream hit and spawning (in 1978) "Best of Saturday Night Live" compilations that reached viewers who could not stay awake for the live broadcasts. But during the first season in 1975 and 1976, according to a book about the show authored by Doug Hill and Jeff Weingrad, some NBC executives were not satisfied with the show's Nielsen ratings and shares.[7] Lorne Michaels pointed out to them that Nielsen's measurement of demographics indicated that baby boomers constituted a large majority of the viewers who did commit to watching the show, and many of them watched little else on television.[8] In 1975 and 1976, they were the most desirable demographic for television advertisers, even though Generation X[image: External link] was the right age for commercials for toys and other children's products. Baby boomers far outnumbered Generation X in reality but not in television viewership with the exception of Michaels' new show and major league sports, and advertisers had long been concerned about baby boomers' distaste for the powerful medium. NBC executives eventually understood Michaels' explanation of the desirable demographics and they decided to keep the show on the air despite many angry letters and phone calls that the network received from viewers who were offended by certain sketches.[9]

They included a Weekend Update segment on April 24, 1976, the 18th episode, that ridiculed Aspen, Colorado murder suspect Claudine Longet[image: External link] and warranted an on-air apology by announcer Don Pardo[image: External link] during the following episode.[10] Herminio Traviesas, a censor who was vice president of the network's Standards and Practices department, objected to cast member Laraine Newman's use of the term "pissed off" in the March 13, 1976 episode with host Anthony Perkins[image: External link], according to the book by Hill and Weingrad, and was in the process of placing the show on a permanent delay of several seconds, instead of live, but he changed his mind after Newman personally apologized to him.[11]

Chevy Chase left the show in November of the second season and was replaced a few months later by the then-unknown comic actor Bill Murray[image: External link]. Aykroyd and Belushi left the show in 1979 after the end of season four. In May 1980 (after season five), Michaels—emotionally and physically exhausted—requested to put the show on hiatus for a year to give him time and energy to pursue other projects.[12] Concerned that the show would be cancelled without him, Michaels suggested writers Al Franken[image: External link], Tom Davis[image: External link], and Jim Downey[image: External link] as his replacements. NBC president Fred Silverman[image: External link] disliked Franken, however, and was infuriated by Franken's Weekend Update routine called "Limo for a Lame-O", a scathing critique of Silverman's job performance at the network and his insistence on traveling by limousine at the network's expense. Silverman blamed Michaels for approving this Weekend Update segment.[13] Unable to get the deal he wanted, Michaels chose to leave NBC for Paramount Pictures, intending to take his associate producer, Jean Doumanian[image: External link], with him. Michaels later learned that Doumanian had been given his position at SNL after being recommended by her friend, NBC vice president Barbara Gallagher.[14] Michaels' departure led to most of the cast and writing staff leaving the show.[15]

The reputation of the show as a springboard to fame meant that many aspiring stars were eager to join the new series. Doumanian was tasked with hiring a full cast and writing staff in less than three months, and NBC immediately cut the show's budget from the previous $1 million per episode down to just $350,000. Doumanian faced resentment and sabotage from the remaining Michaels staff, particularly males who did not appreciate a woman believing she could take Michaels' place.[16] The season was a disaster; ratings plummeted, and audiences failed to connect to the original cast's replacements, such as Charles Rocket[image: External link] and Ann Risley[image: External link].[15] Doumanian's fate was sealed when, during a sketch, Rocket said "fuck" on live television.[17] After only ten months, Doumanian was dismissed.[18][19] Although executives suggested that SNL be left to die, network chief Brandon Tartikoff[image: External link] wanted to keep the show on the air, believing that the concept was more important to the network than money. Tartikoff turned to Ebersol as his choice for the new producer. Ebersol previously had been fired by Silverman. Ebersol gained Michaels' approval in an attempt to avoid the same staff sabotage that had blighted Doumanian's tenure.[20]



	"He [Lorne Michaels] put me on TV, and no one else would have done that. Lorne created a show that's impacted culture for over 35 years. No one has ever really successfully been able to replicate it."



	-- Tina Fey[image: External link] on Michaels' influence on comedy.[21]





Ebersol's tenure saw commercial success, but was considered lackluster compared to the Michaels era, except for the breakout of cast member Eddie Murphy[image: External link].[22] Murphy, the main draw of the cast, left in 1984 to pursue his already successful film career, and Ebersol decided to again rebuild the cast. He broke with history by hiring established comedians such as Billy Crystal and Martin Short[image: External link] who could bring their already successful material to the show.[20] Ebersol's final year with this new cast is considered one of the series' funniest, but had strayed far from the precedent-shattering show that Michaels had created.[23] After that season, Ebersol wanted a more significant revamp, including departing from the show's established "live" format.[citation needed[image: External link]] Following unsuccessful forays into film and television, in need of money, and eager not to see Tartikoff cancel the show,[24] Michaels finally returned in 1985 after Ebersol opted not to. The show was again recast, with Michaels borrowing Ebersol's idea, and seeking out established actors such as Joan Cusack[image: External link] and Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link][25] The cast and writers struggled creatively, and in April 1986, Tartikoff made the decision to cancel the show, until he was convinced by producer Bernie Brillstein[image: External link] to give it one more year.[26] The show was renewed but for the first time in its history, for only thirteen episodes instead of the usual twenty-two.[27] Michaels again fired most of the cast and, learning his lesson from the previous seasons, sought out unknown talent such as Dana Carvey and Phil Hartman instead of known names.[27]

The show ran successfully again until it lost Carvey and Hartman, two of its biggest stars, between 1992 and 1994. Wanting to increase SNL's ratings and profitability, then-NBC West Coast president Don Ohlmeyer[image: External link] and other executives began to actively interfere in the show, recommending that new stars such as Chris Farley and Adam Sandler be fired because Ohlmeyer did not "get" them, and critiquing the costly nature of performing the show live. The show faced increasing criticism from the press and cast, in part encouraged by the NBC executives hoping to weaken Michaels' position.[28] Michaels received a lucrative offer to develop a Saturday night project for CBS[image: External link] during this time, but remained loyal to SNL.[29] By 1995, Farley and Sandler were fired, and Mike Myers, another popular cast member, had left for a film career, but a new cast waited to replace them, featuring the likes of Will Ferrell, Jimmy Fallon[image: External link], and Tina Fey[image: External link].[30] The show focused on performers, and writers were forced to supply material for the cast's existing characters before they could write original sketches.[31] By 1997, Ohlmeyer renewed his focus on limiting Michaels' independence, forcing the removal of writer Jim Downey and cast member Norm Macdonald[image: External link].[32]
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Main article: Saturday Night Live cast members[image: External link]


The original 1975 cast of SNL, officially known on-air as "The Not Ready For Prime-Time Players",[33] a term coined by writer Herb Sargent[image: External link],[34] included Laraine Newman, John Belushi, Jane Curtin, Gilda Radner, Dan Aykroyd, Garrett Morris, and Chevy Chase. Radner was the first person hired after Michaels himself. Although Chase became a performer, he was hired on a one-year writer contract, and refused to sign the performer contract that was repeatedly given to him, allowing him to leave the show after the first season in 1976.[35] Newman was brought aboard after having a prior working relationship with Michaels.[36] Morris was initially brought in as a writer, but attempts to have him fired by another writer led Michaels to have Morris audition for the cast, where he turned in a successful performance.[37] Curtin and Belushi were the last two cast members hired.[36] Belushi had a disdain for television and had repeatedly turned down offers to appear on other shows, but decided to work with the show because of the involvement of Radner, and writers Anne Beatts[image: External link] and Michael O'Donoghue[image: External link].[38] Michaels was still reluctant to hire Belushi, believing he would be a source of trouble for the show, but Beatts, O'Donoghue, and Ebersol successfully argued for his inclusion.[38]

After Chase left the show, he was replaced by Bill Murray, whom Michaels had intended to hire for the first-season cast, but was unable to because of budget restrictions.[39] When Chase returned to host in 1978, he found the remaining cast resentful at his departure and his success, particularly Belushi. Murray, goaded by the rest of the cast, and Chase came to blows shortly before the show.[40] Chase's departure for film made Michaels possessive of his talent; he threatened to fire Aykroyd if he took the role of D-Day in the 1978 comedy Animal House[image: External link], and later refused to allow SNL musician Paul Shaffer[image: External link] to participate in The Blues Brothers[image: External link] (1980) with Aykroyd and Belushi after they left in 1979 to pursue film careers.[41][42] Michaels began to struggle to hold the remaining cast together in the wake of Chase, Aykroyd, and Belushi's independent successes. Radner had a one-woman Broadway[image: External link] show and Murray starred in the 1979 comedy Meatballs[image: External link].[43] In 1980, when Michaels chose to leave the series to pursue other interests, he was followed by the remaining original cast, Curtin, Newman, and Morris, Murray, and additional cast members.[42]

The Doumanian-era cast faced immediate comparison to the beloved former cast and were not received favorably.[18] Ebersol fired the majority of her hires, except for two unknown comedians: Eddie Murphy[image: External link] and Joe Piscopo[image: External link].[44] Talent coordinator Neil Levy claimed Murphy contacted and pleaded with him for a role on the show, and after seeing him audition, Levy fought with Doumanian to cast him instead of Robert Townsend[image: External link]. Doumanian wanted only one black cast member and favored Townsend, but Levy convinced her to choose Murphy. Doumanian, however, also claimed credit for discovering Murphy and fighting with NBC executives to bring him onto the show.[45] Even so, Murphy would languish as a background character until Ebersol took charge,[46] after which Murphy was credited with much of that era's success.[47][48] Murphy's star exploded, and he quickly appeared in films such as 48 Hrs.[image: External link] and Trading Places[image: External link], before leaving for his film career in early 1984. Much of the Ebersol cast departed after the 1983–84 season and were replaced with established comedians who could supply their own material, but at an inflated cost; Billy Crystal and Martin Short[image: External link] were paid $25,000 and $20,000 per episode respectively, a far cry from earlier salaries.[20] Michaels' return in 1985 saw a cast reset that featured established talent such as Robert Downey Jr., Jon Lovitz[image: External link] and Dennis Miller.[49] The season was poorly received, and another reset followed in 1986. Learning his lesson from the previous season, Michaels avoided known talent in favor of actual ability. He kept Lovitz, Miller and Nora Dunn[image: External link], and brought in new, untested talent such as Dana Carvey, Phil Hartman, and Jan Hooks[image: External link], who together would define a new era on the show into the early 1990s.[50]

In 1989-90, new talent such as Mike Myers, Adam Sandler, and Chris Farley were added. Afraid of cast members leaving for film careers, Michaels had overcrowded the cast, causing a divide between the veteran members and the new, younger talent, increasing competition for limited screen time.[51] By 1995, Carvey and Hartman had left, taking with them a virtual army of characters, Myers quit for his movie career, and increasing network pressure forced Michaels to fire Sandler and Farley. The show saw its next major overhaul, bringing in a new cast including Will Ferrell, Tina Fey, and Jimmy Fallon.[52] While cast members would leave over the following two decades, the show saw its next biggest transition in 2013, with the addition of 6 cast members to compensate for the departure of several longtime cast members like Bill Hader[image: External link], Jason Sudeikis[image: External link], and Fred Armisen[image: External link].[53]

SNL has featured over 140 cast members including, besides the above-mentioned players, Rachel Dratch[image: External link], Amy Poehler[image: External link], Chris Rock, David Spade[image: External link], Will Forte[image: External link], Julia Louis-Dreyfus[image: External link], Tracy Morgan[image: External link], Chris Parnell[image: External link], Maya Rudolph[image: External link], Andy Samberg, Kristen Wiig[image: External link], and many others. Darrell Hammond[image: External link] is the longest-serving cast member, having been a part of the cast for fourteen years between 1995 and 2009, and returned in 2014 as the show's announcer following the death of Don Pardo[image: External link].[54][55] Those selected to join the cast of SNL are normally already accomplished performers, recruited from improvisational comedy groups such as The Groundlings[image: External link] (Ferrell, Hartman,[56] Lovitz, Wiig[57]) and The Second City[image: External link] (Aykroyd, Farley, Fey,[58] Tim Meadows[image: External link]), or established stand-up comedians (Carvey, Sandler, Rock, Norm Macdonald[image: External link]), who already possess the training or experience necessary for SNL.[59]

Of the many roles available in the show, one of the longest-running and most coveted is being the host of "Weekend Update", a segment which has alternated between having one or two hosts, and which allows the cast members involved to perform as themselves and be on camera for an extended period of time.[60] Many of the "Weekend Update" hosts have gone on to find greater success outside of the show, including: Chase, Curtin, Murray,[60] Miller, Macdonald,[61] Fey,[60] Fallon,[62] and Poehler. From 2008, Seth Meyers[image: External link] was the solo host of "Weekend Update",[60] before being partnered with Cecily Strong[image: External link] in 2013. After Meyers left for Late Night with Seth Meyers[image: External link] in February 2014, Strong was paired with head writer Colin Jost[image: External link].[63] The cast is divided into two tiers: the more established group of repertory players; and newer, unproven cast members known as featured players, who may eventually be promoted to the repertory stable.



	2016–17 season cast[64]




	Repertory players
	Featured players



	


	
Beck Bennett[image: External link] (joined 2013[image: External link])

	
Aidy Bryant[image: External link] (joined 2012[image: External link])

	
Michael Che[image: External link] (joined 2014[image: External link]) ⱡ

	
Pete Davidson[image: External link] (joined 2014)

	
Leslie Jones[image: External link] (joined 2014)

	
Colin Jost[image: External link] (joined 2014) ⱡ

	
Kate McKinnon[image: External link] (joined 2012[image: External link])

	
Kyle Mooney[image: External link] (joined 2013)

	
Cecily Strong[image: External link] (joined 2012)

	
Kenan Thompson[image: External link] (joined 2003[image: External link])






	


	
Mikey Day[image: External link] (joined 2016[image: External link])

	
Alex Moffat[image: External link] (joined 2016)

	
Melissa Villaseñor[image: External link] (joined 2016)









	ⱡ denotes Weekend Update[image: External link] anchor





The cast were often contracted from anywhere between five and six years to the show,[65][66] but starting with the 1999–2000 season, new hires were tied to a rewritten contract that allowed NBC to take a cast member in at least their second year and put them in an NBC sitcom. Cast are given the option of rejecting the first two sitcom offers but must accept the third offer, with the sitcom contract length dictated by NBC and potentially lasting up to six years.[66] The move drew criticism from talent agents and managers who believed that a cast member could be locked into a contract with NBC for twelve years; six on SNL and then six on a sitcom. The contract also optioned the cast member for three feature films produced by SNL Films, a company owned by NBC, Paramount Pictures[image: External link], and Michaels. The new contracts were reportedly developed after many previously unknown cast, such as Myers and Sandler, gained fame on SNL only to leave and make money for other studios.[66] In a 2010 interview, Wiig was reported to be contracted to SNL for a total of seven years.[67] The contracts also contain a network option which allows NBC to remove a cast member at any time.[68] In the first season of the show, cast were paid $750 per episode, rising to $2,000 by season two, and $4,000 by season four.[69] By the late 1990s, new cast members received a salary between $5,000[66] and $5,500 per episode, increasing to $6,000 in the second year and up to $12,500 for a cast member in their fifth year. Performers could earn an additional $1,500 per episode for writing a sketch which made it to air.[68] In 2001, Ferrell became the highest paid cast member, being paid $350,000 per season (approximately $17,500 per episode).[70] In 2014, Sasheer Zamata[image: External link] was added as a cast member in mid-season after criticism about the show's lack of an African-American woman.[71][72][73]
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Main article: List of Saturday Night Live writers[image: External link]


As of the 2013–14 season, Colin Jost[image: External link] and Rob Klein are the show's co-head writers. Meyers had been co-head writer since 2005 and became the single head writer from 2008 to 2012. The "Weekend Update" segment has its own dedicated team of writers led by head writer and producer Alex Baze as of the 2011–12 season.[74][75][76] Scenes on "Weekend Update" that involve members of the cast acting in-character alongside the host are often written by staff writers outside of the dedicated "Weekend Update" team, who know those characters better.[76]

SNL writers are often also performers or experienced in writing and improvisational comedy. Many are hired from similar backgrounds such as The Groundlings, Second City, Upright Citizens Brigade Theatre[image: External link], and ImprovOlympic[image: External link].[42] Comedian Jim Downey[image: External link] was head writer for nine years beginning in 1985.[77] Experienced writers with backgrounds in television shows are also sometimes brought into the SNL writing room. Like the SNL cast that step before the cameras, many of the writers have been able to find their own success outside the show such as Conan O'Brien, who was brought into SNL from The Groundlings, went on to writing for The Simpsons[image: External link], and eventually began hosting his own show[image: External link],[78] and former head writer Adam McKay[image: External link] who, along with performer Ferrell, founded the successful comedy website Funny or Die[image: External link].[79] In 2000, Tina Fey became the first female SNL head writer[80][81] and successfully made the transition to starring on the show,[82] as well as writing and starring in feature films,[83][84][85] and ultimately creating and starring in her own show 30 Rock[image: External link]—partly based on her SNL experiences.[86] In 2005, Fey was being paid $1.5 million per season for her dual role as head writer and performer.[87]
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Don Pardo[image: External link] served as the announcer for the series when it began[88] and continued in the role for all but season seven between 1981 and 1982, when Michaels had left and Mel Brandt[image: External link] and Bill Hanrahan[image: External link] filled the announcing role. In 2004, Pardo announced that he would step down from his position, but then continued in the role until 2009 where he again announced his retirement, but then continued into the 2009–10 season.[88] In 2010, then 92-year-old Pardo was reported to be again considering his retirement, but continued to serve as announcer until his death at age 96 on August 18, 2014, following the 39th season. Apart from a brief period in 2006 in which Pardo pre-recorded his announcements at his home in Arizona, he flew to New York City to perform his announcing duties live.[88][89] Cast members Joe Piscopo[90] and Darrell Hammond also periodically impersonated Pardo and fulfilled his announcing duties when Pardo was unavailable.[91] Hammond took over as full-time announcer starting with season 40[image: External link].[92]
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Main article: List of Saturday Night Live guests[image: External link]


A typical episode of SNL will feature a single host chosen for their popularity or novelty, or because they have a film, album, or other work being released near the time of their appearance on the show.[93] The host delivers the opening monologue and performs in sketches with the cast. Traditionally the host of the show ends the opening monologue by introducing the musical guest for the night. Comedian George Carlin[image: External link] was the first to host SNL in the debut October 1975 episode;[94] three episodes later, Candice Bergen[image: External link] became the first female host[95] and subsequently the first to host more than once.[96] Hosts have been drawn from a wide spectrum of backgrounds, from actors, such as Christopher Walken[image: External link], Buck Henry[image: External link], and John Goodman[image: External link],[97] to musicians like Dolly Parton[image: External link],[98] to political activist Ralph Nader[image: External link].[93] Guests who have hosted five or more times are sometimes referred to as belonging to the Five-Timers Club[image: External link], a term that originated on a sketch performed on Tom Hanks[image: External link]' fifth episode.[99] As of February 11, 2017, actor Alec Baldwin[image: External link] holds the record for most times hosting, having performed the duty on seventeen different occasions since 1990; Baldwin took the record from actor Steve Martin[image: External link] who had hosted fifteen times since 1976.[100]

Each episode also features a musical guest, a solo act or a band, who perform two to three musical numbers. Occasionally, the musical guest has also simultaneously served as the host. As of May 19, 2012, Dave Grohl[image: External link] is the most frequent musical guest, performing on eleven shows since 1992.[101] Michaels does not allow musical guests to perform using lip-synching[image: External link] tracks,[102] believing it diminishes the live aspect of the show. Exceptions are only made when the musical act is focused on intense dance routines instead of vocals, where it is difficult to be both heavily physically active and sing simultaneously.[103] A 1975 performance by pop group ABBA[image: External link] was the first and only act to feature lip-synching,[102] until the controversial 2004 performance of Ashlee Simpson[image: External link].
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Main article: Saturday Night Live Band[image: External link]


The Saturday Night Live Band (also known as "The Live Band") is the house band[image: External link] for SNL. Academy Award-winning composer Howard Shore[image: External link] served as the first musical director, from 1975 to 1980, appearing in many musical sketches, including Howard Shore and His All-Nurse Band and (backing a U.S. Coast Guard[image: External link] chorus) Howard Shore and the Shore Patrol. Over the years, the band has featured several New York studio musicians including Paul Shaffer[image: External link] (1975–1980), Lou Marini[image: External link] (1975–1983), David Sanborn[image: External link] (1975), Michael Brecker[image: External link] (early 1980s), Ray Chew[image: External link] (1980–1983), Alan Rubin[image: External link] (1975–1983), Georg Wadenius[image: External link] (1979–1985), Steve Ferrone[image: External link] (1985), David Johansen[image: External link] (performing as Buster Poindexter), Tom Malone[image: External link] (who took over as musical director from 1981 to 1985), and G.E. Smith[image: External link] (musical director from 1985 to 1995). The band is currently under the leadership of Tower of Power[image: External link] alumnus Lenny Pickett[image: External link], keyboardist Leon Pendarvis and Eli Bruegemann, who does not play in the band on the live show. The number of musicians has varied over the years, but the basic instrumentation has been three saxophones (alto, tenor and baritone), one trombone, one trumpet, and a rhythm section featuring two keyboards (piano and Hammond organ), a guitar, bass guitar, drums, and an extra percussionist, not a permanent part of the band until Valerie Naranjo's arrival in 1995. The 1983–1984 and 1984–1985 seasons featured the smallest band, a six-piece combo. The band plays instrumentals leading in and out of station breaks; affiliates who run no advertising during these interludes hear the band play complete songs behind a Saturday Night Live bumper graphic until the program resumes.[104] The band plays "Closing Theme (Waltz in A)", written by Shore, at the end of the show.[105]
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Main article: Studio 8H[image: External link]


Since the show's inception, SNL has aired from Studio 8H, located on floors 8 and 9 of the Comcast Building[image: External link] (formerly the RCA Building[image: External link] and GE Building[image: External link]) (30 Rockefeller Plaza, or "30 Rock"). The studio had originally been used as a radio soundstage[image: External link] for Arturo Toscanini[image: External link] and the NBC Symphony Orchestra[image: External link].[106] Michaels was dumbfounded when he originally inspected Studio 8H in 1975, and found it technically limited, outdated, in need of repair,[107] and lacking the capacity to host a live show.[106] Michaels demanded that NBC executives rebuild the studio and improve the acoustics to accommodate the intended musical acts,[106] at a cost of approximately $300,000.[106] Three of the first four shows of the 1976–77 season were shot at the former NBC Studios[image: External link] in Brooklyn, due to NBC News[image: External link] using Studio 8H for Presidential election coverage.[108]

During the summer 2005 shooting hiatus, crews began renovations on Studio 8H. With its thirty-first-season premiere in October 2005, the show began broadcasting in high-definition television[image: External link], appearing letterboxed[image: External link] on conventional television screens. The offices of SNL writers, producers, and other staff can be found on the 17th floor of "30 Rock".[109]
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Production on an SNL episode will normally start on a Monday with a free-form pitch meeting[110][111][112] between the cast, writers, producers including Michaels, and the guest host, in Michaels' office, over two hours. The host is invited to pitch ideas during this meeting. Although some sketch writing may occur on the day, the bulk of the work revolves around pitching ideas. Tuesday is the only day dedicated purely to writing the scripts,[111] a process which usually extends through the night into the following morning. Writing may not begin until 8pm on the Tuesday evening.[110][112] At 5pm on Wednesday, the sketches are read by the cast during a round-table meeting in the writers room,[112] attended by the writers and producers present during the pitch meeting, technical experts such as make-up artists, who may be required to realize certain sketch ideas such as those using prosthetics, and other producers, resulting in an attendance of approximately fifty people.[113] At this point there may be at least 40 sketch ideas which are read-through in turn, lasting upwards of three hours.[113]

After completion of the read-through, Michaels, the head writer, the guest host, and some of the show producers will move to Michaels' office to decide the layout of the show and decide which of the sketches will be developed for air. Once complete, the writers and cast are allowed into Michaels' office to view the show breakdown and learn whether or not their sketch has survived.[114] Sketches may be rewritten starting the same day,[111] but will certainly commence on Thursday, work focuses on developing and rewriting the remaining sketches,[110] and possibly rehearsals.[112] If a sketch is still scheduled beyond Thursday, it is rehearsed on Friday or Saturday[111] before moving to a rehearsal before a live audience at 8pm, again on Saturday before the live show.[110][112] After the rehearsal, Michaels will review the show lineup to ensure it meets a 90-minute length, and sketches that have made it as far as the live rehearsal may be removed.[115] This often results in less than two days of rehearsal for the eight to twelve sketches that have made it to the stage that then may appear on the live broadcast.[110] The opening monologue, spoken by the guest host, is given low priority and can be written as late as Saturday afternoon.[116]

According to an interview with Fey in 2004, the three- to four-member dedicated "Weekend Update" writing team will write jokes throughout the week. The host(s) of "Weekend Update" will normally not work with, or read the scripts from, the team until Thursday evening, after the main show sketches have been finalized. The host(s) will then work on contributing to the script where necessary.[117][118]
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With onsite facilities housed on floors 8 and 17 of Rockefeller Plaza, post-production duties on live broadcasts of Saturday Night Live include the mixing of audio and video elements by the Senior Audio Mixer, coupled with additional audio feeds consisting of music, sound effects, music scoring and pre-recorded voiceovers. All sources are stored digitally, with shows captured and segregated into individual elements to reorganise for future repeats and syndication. The production tracking system was migrated from primarily analog[image: External link] to digital[image: External link] in 1998, with live shows typically requiring 1.5 terabytes of storage, consisting of audio elements and 5 cameras' worth of visual elements.[119] Elements of Saturday Night Live that are pre-recorded, such as certain commercial parodies, SNL Digital Shorts[image: External link], and show graphics are processed off-site in the post-production facilities of Broadway Video[image: External link].[120][121]
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Studio 8H production facilities are maintained by NBC Production Services. Video camera equipment includes four Sony[image: External link] BVP-700 CCD cameras, and two Sony BVP-750 CCD handheld cameras, both using Vinten[image: External link] pedestals. A GVG[image: External link] 4000-3 digital component production switcher, and GVG 7000 digital component routing switcher are used to route visual feeds to the control room, with multiple digital and analogue video recorders used to store footage. Graphics are provided by a Chyron[image: External link] Lyric Pro character generator and an Avid[image: External link] Deko character generator. Audio facilities consist of a Calrec T Series digitally controlled analogue mixing console, and a Yamaha[image: External link] digital mixing console[image: External link] used for tape playback support and utility audio work.[122] While exact budgets for other seasons are not known, the 39th season (2013-2014) had a budget of just over $70 million, for which it received a subsidy from New York State in the amount of $12.3 million.[123]

As of 2009, the opening title sequence and opening montage is shot using the Canon EOS 5D Mark II[image: External link] and Canon EOS 7D[image: External link] digital SLR cameras. Typical elements are recorded at 30  fps[image: External link], with slow-motion sequences shot at 60 fps, both in full 1080p high definition.[124]

Edie Baskin was the original SNL photographer. She was hired after Michaels saw her photographs of Las Vegas[image: External link] and other work. Baskin helped create the opening title sequence for the show by taking photos of New York City at night.[125] The first episode used publicity photos of Carlin as transitional bumpers[image: External link] between the show and commercial breaks, the second episode used photos Baskin had already taken of host Paul Simon[image: External link]. It was then that Michaels suggested that Baskin photograph the hosts for the bumpers instead of using publicity photos, beginning a tradition which continues today.[126]

Since 1999, Mary Ellen Matthews[image: External link] has been the official photographer of SNL, responsible for devising distinctive photo layouts and aesthetics for still imagery used on the show. Matthews creates photo portraits of the hosts and musical guests of each episode which are used as commercial bumpers. The limited time frame between the host's involvement in the production process and the Live show requires Matthews to create makeshift photo studios on site at 30 Rock, with Matthews attempting to shoot the host on Tuesday and the musical guest on Thursday, although the availability of either can mean the photoshoot for both occurs as late as Thursday.[127] Matthews employs flattering portrait lighting with hard lights[image: External link] to achieve a Hollywood style. On the lighting, Matthews commented: "I think it just helps the image pop off the screen...If you use soft or flat lighting, it becomes not as dimensional...The [classic Hollywood lighting] gives a little more contrast, and if I use edge lights and then light the background, it goes farther and farther back. I try to achieve that depth as much as I can."[128] Matthews is also responsible for taking cast photos, behind the scenes images, documenting rehearsals, and promotional photos. As of 2010, she has also been involved in directing videos, including the show title sequence.[128]
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See also: List of Saturday Night Live episodes[image: External link]


The show usually begins at 11:29:30 p.m. (Eastern Time[image: External link]),[129] unless a delay occurs (more commonly, due to sporting events that run past 11:00 p.m. Eastern, delaying local newscasts that lead into that week's SNL broadcast on most NBC stations). The show broadcasts for 92 minutes (counting commercial breaks), ending at 1:02 a.m. For the Mountain except for KSNG[image: External link], KSNK[image: External link], and KQCD[image: External link], and Pacific time zones, NBC airs the prerecorded live show usually unedited, mistakes notwithstanding.

Since the first opening in 1975 with Michael O'Donoghue, Chevy Chase, and John Belushi, the show has normally begun with a cold open[image: External link] sketch which ends with one or more cast members breaking character[image: External link] and proclaiming "Live from New York, it's Saturday Night![image: External link]", segueing into the opening credits that start immediately after.[3]

In February 2013, NBC began airing shortened hour-long repeats on Saturday evenings at 10:00 p.m. Eastern Time during the regular season; the episodes scheduled are sometimes rebroadcasts of the previous week's episode if it originally aired as a first-run broadcast.[130] During the 2014–15 season, however, the prime time rebroadcasts consisted of a selection of 40 episodes from throughout the show's run under the title SNL Vintage to commemorate the program's 40th anniversary.

NBC and Broadway Video[image: External link] both hold the underlying rights to the show, while the copyright to every episode lies solely with NBC. From 1990 until 2004, and again since 2015, Comedy Central[image: External link] and its predecessor Ha![image: External link] re-aired reruns of the series, after which E! Entertainment Television[image: External link] signed a deal to carry reruns.[131] Abbreviated 30- and 60-minute versions of the first five seasons aired as The Best of Saturday Night Live in syndication beginning in the 1980s, and later on Nick at Nite[image: External link] in 1988. In September 2010, reruns of most episodes made from 1998 onward began airing on VH1[image: External link].[132] Starting in February 2016, VH1 and Comedy Central's sister channel Logo[image: External link] began airing reruns of the show on Sunday nights, launching its broadcast as counterprogramming for Super Bowl 50[image: External link] and branding it the "Live From New York, It's Satur-Gay Night!" marathon. The reruns are mostly from 2006 onward.

On March 16, 2017, NBC announced that it would air the final four episodes of the 42nd season[image: External link] live in all time zones for the first time in its history. NBC executive Robert Greenblatt[image: External link] explained that the show's significant viewership had made it part of the "national conversation", and thus they felt that it would be appropriate for the entire country to be "in on the joke at the same time".[133]
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Because SNL has been a huge success in America, channels in other countries have created their own versions of the show, including in the Middle East and North Africa region, Germany, Spain, South Korea, Japan, Canada, Finland and France.[134][135]

SNL is also aired in the Middle East[image: External link] and North Africa[image: External link], OSN[image: External link] First HD every Saturday night, one week after it airs in the U.S.[136]

In India and Sri Lanka, Saturday Night Live! airs on Comedy Central[image: External link], in an hour long version, one week after the U.S broadcast.[137]

Spain's version of the show was short-lived, only lasting a few episodes which aired on Thursdays and not Saturdays as the title suggested. This version copied heavily from the American version, in that they did their own versions of sketches that were already done on the original series.[134] Italy's Saturday Night Live From Milan aired for four seasons and used original material.[134][138]

On December 3, 2011, South Korea's SNL Korea[image: External link] premiered on cable channel tvN[image: External link].[139][140][141][142] As of July 20, 2013, it is in its fourth consecutive season, with 20 episodes.[143]

The Japanese version Saturday Night Live JPN, which ran for six months in 2011, was created in part with Lorne Michaels' production company, Coca-Cola[image: External link], Broadway Video and broadcast on Fuji TV[image: External link] networks. The show followed the same format with a few minor differences, being only 45 minutes long and hosted by a permanent host. The cast was made up of seasoned comedians who take center stage and newcomers who play the background roles. It was broadcast once a month, and ended after six episodes, as planned from the start.[134][138][144][145][146][excessive citations[image: External link]]

In 2014, two 90-minute specials were broadcast in French on Télé-Québec[image: External link] in the Canadian province of Quebec[image: External link] under the title SNL Québec[image: External link]; the specials were broadcast on February 8 and March 22, 2014. hosted by Louis-José Houde[image: External link] and Stéphane Rousseau[image: External link], and is the same format and length as the original SNL series.[147] Certain sketches from the original program, such as Debbie Downer[image: External link] and Schweddy Balls[image: External link], were adapted into French, while other sketches were original material written directly for the Quebec series. On May 13, 2014, SNL Quebec was renewed for another eight episodes to be broadcast monthly over the 2014–15 season ending with a "Best of" compilation.[148] Télé-Québec announced in May 2015 that the series would not be renewed due to funding cutbacks,[149] and Télévision de Radio-Canada[image: External link] subsequently signed the show's production team and cast to produce a new series, Le nouveau show[image: External link], for that network.[150]

The French channel M6[image: External link] launched the pilot episode of its SNL adaptation, Le Saturday Night Live[image: External link], in January 2017.

SNL program items are available from the NBC website and YouTube in the US, but are blocked to many overseas (non-US) viewers.
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The episode scheduled for October 25, 1986, hosted by Rosanna Arquette[image: External link], was not aired until November 8 due to NBC[image: External link] broadcasting Game 6 of the 1986 World Series[image: External link] between the New York Mets[image: External link] and Boston Red Sox[image: External link]; the game entered extra innings, causing that night's broadcast of SNL to be canceled. The show was recorded for the studio audience starting at 1:30 a.m. Eastern Time, and broadcast two weeks later with an "apology" by Mets pitcher Ron Darling[image: External link].[151]

The episode scheduled for February 10, 2001, hosted by Jennifer Lopez[image: External link], aired 45 minutes late due to an XFL[image: External link] game. Lopez and the cast were not told they were airing on a delay. Michaels was so upset by the delay that the episode was rerun a mere three weeks later, and the fledgling league actually changed the rules in order to speed up play, and a deal was reached where the feed to future games would be cut off (whether the game had been decided or not) when SNL started so that no such incident would happen again.[152]
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In 2002, SNL was ranked tenth on TV Guide's 50 Greatest TV Shows of All Time[image: External link],[153] while in 2007 it was honored with inclusion on Time[image: External link] magazine's list of "100 Best TV Shows of All-TIME."[129][154] In June 2013, the show was placed at number 25 on the list of the 101 best written shows of all time by the Writers Guild of America[image: External link], assessing series from the previous 70 years.[155] In December 2013, TV Guide ranked it #18 on their list of the 60 Greatest Shows of All Time.[156] It is currently the 40th longest running TV show in the US.

In 2016, a New York Times[image: External link] study of the 50 TV shows with the most Facebook Likes[image: External link] found that SNL "is very much an urban show. It's most popular in cities throughout the country, and college towns. Amherst, Mass.[image: External link]; Madison, Wis.[image: External link]; and Ithaca, N.Y.[image: External link] are all among the top 10".[157]
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Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Saturday Night Live[image: External link]


Saturday Night Live has won numerous awards since its debut, including 45 Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link],[158] 2 Peabody Awards[image: External link],[159] and 4 Writers Guild of America Awards[image: External link].[160] In 2009, it received a total of 13 Emmy nominations for a lifetime total of 126, breaking the record for the most award nominated show in Emmy history, previously set with 124 by hospital drama ER[image: External link].[161][162] As of August 2012, it had received a record total of 156 Emmy nominations.[129][163]

19 cast members have received individual Emmy nominations in the show's history. These nominations were mostly in the category of Individual Performance in a Variety or Music Program[image: External link] before that award was discontinued; since then, nominations have been in the Supporting Actor[image: External link] and Supporting Actress[image: External link] categories for comedy series. Of the 36 total nominations for these 19 performers, four have won Emmys: Chevy Chase (1976), Gilda Radner (1978), Dana Carvey (1993), and Kate McKinnon[image: External link] (2016).[158]
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SNL has also had an effect on U.S. elections – most commonly presidential elections. Voters have reported that political sketches that were shown on the program influenced them in the voting booth. The so-called SNL Effect was observed during the 2008 presidential campaign[image: External link], according to Mike Dabadie. Two-thirds of voters who responded to a poll said they had seen a broadcast of politically charged content on SNL, with ten percent saying that it had made a difference in their decision. Barack Obama[image: External link] was the beneficiary of the political content, with 59 percent saying they did in fact cast a vote for the Democratic then-nominee.[164]

Chevy Chase's bumbling impression of then-president Gerald Ford[image: External link] during the 1976 presidential election was cited as an influence on the election, and a quote commonly attributed to 2008 vice presidential candidate Sarah Palin[image: External link] stating "I can see Russia from my house" was actually spoken by SNL cast member Tina Fey while portraying Palin.[165] Several politicians have appeared on SNL, including President Gerald Ford[image: External link] (in 1976, during the show's first season), then-Senator Barack Obama (2007), Senator John McCain[image: External link] (2002 & 2008), Senator Hillary Clinton (2008 & 2015), and Governor Sarah Palin (2008), who appeared alongside Fey's Palin impression, resulting in the show's largest audience in 14 years with 14 million viewers.[166][167] Senator Obama's appearance occurred in part because Hillary Clinton abandoned her scheduled appearance.[167] The political content was abandoned briefly following the September 11, 2001[image: External link] terrorist attack in New York, with Poehler saying that the writers did not want to produce politicized material; highly political content would be absent for the next 4 years.[167]
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Main article: List of Saturday Night Live incidents[image: External link]


Due to the show's live factor[image: External link], a number of technical problems, performer mishaps, intentional acts of sabotage by performers, protests, and cuts to dead air[image: External link] have occurred throughout the show's run. One incident that garnered widespread media coverage was the October 3, 1992 appearance by singer Sinéad O'Connor[image: External link], in which she ripped up a photo of Pope John Paul II[image: External link] during her performance.[168][169] On April 13, 1996, the alternative metal band Rage Against the Machine[image: External link] made a statement about the host, billionaire Steve Forbes[image: External link], by hanging two upside-down[image: External link] American flags from their amplifiers. On October 23, 2004, Ashlee Simpson[image: External link] appeared as a musical guest, and there was a lip synching[image: External link] mishap. Her first performance, "Pieces of Me[image: External link]", was performed without incident, but when she began her second song, " Autobiography[image: External link]", the vocals for "Pieces of Me" were heard again through the speakers, even before she had raised the microphone to her mouth. Simpson began to do an impromptu jig, and then left the stage.[170]
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Main article: List of Saturday Night Live home video releases[image: External link]


Currently, Universal Studios Home Entertainment[image: External link] and Lions Gate Entertainment[image: External link] hold video rights to the series. Universal has issued complete season DVD sets of the first few seasons, while Lionsgate's share of the rights are a result of prior contracts with NBC struck before the NBC Universal[image: External link] merger. A majority of Lionsgate's SNL DVDs are "Best Of..." compilations.
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Saturday Night Live (ISBN 0-380-01801-2[image: External link]), the first authorized book about the series, was published by Avon Books[image: External link] in 1977 and edited by Anne Beatts[image: External link] and John Head, with photography by Edie Baskin;[171] all three worked for SNL at the time the book was published. The oversized illustrated paperback included the scripts for several sketches by the 1975–1980 cast.[172] In 1986, Doug Hill and Jeff Weingrad authored Saturday Night: A Backstage History of Saturday Night Live (ISBN 0-688-05099-9[image: External link]), a behind-the-scenes look at the first ten seasons. Saturday Night Live: The First Twenty Years (ISBN 0-395-75284-1[image: External link]), by Michael Cader, was released in 1994, and presented information about the cast, characters, and other memorable moments seen on the show from 1975 to 1994.[173]

Live From New York: An Uncensored History of Saturday Night Live, as Told By Its Stars, Writers and Guests (ISBN 0-316-73565-5[image: External link]) was released in 2002. The book, written by Tom Shales[image: External link] and James Andrew Miller, consists of interviews from people who have worked on the show. The interviews reveal personal experiences from what happened backstage and the difficulty of getting the show on air each week.[174] In 2004, former cast member Jay Mohr[image: External link] released his memoir Gasping for Airtime: Two Years in the Trenches of Saturday Night Live[image: External link] (ISBN 1-401-30801-5[image: External link]), about his struggles during his two seasons on the show between 1993 and 1995, dealing with getting sketches on air and the intense work schedule. Cast member Bobby Moynihan described the book as "a handbook on what NOT to do at SNL."[175]
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Main article: List of Saturday Night Live feature films[image: External link]


SNL has made several efforts to develop some of the more popular sketches into feature-length films, with varying degrees of commercial and critical success. The first foray into film came with the successful Aykroyd and Belushi vehicle, The Blues Brothers[image: External link] (1980), which earned over $115 million on a $27 million budget.[176]

In 1990, Michaels oversaw the writing of a sketch anthology feature film titled The Saturday Night Live Movie with many of the show's then-current writing staff, including Al Franken[image: External link], Tom Davis[image: External link], Greg Daniels[image: External link], Jim Downey[image: External link], Conan O'Brien, Robert Smigel, and George Meyer[image: External link], contributing. The screenplay only got as far as a Revised First Draft dated July 26, 1990 before being abandoned.[177]

However, it was the success of Wayne's World (1992) that encouraged Michaels to produce more film spin-offs[image: External link], based on several popular sketch characters. Michaels revived 1970s characters for Coneheads (1993), followed by It's Pat[image: External link] (1994); Stuart Saves His Family[image: External link] (1995); A Night at the Roxbury[image: External link] (1998); Superstar[image: External link] (1999) and The Ladies Man[image: External link] (2000). Some did moderately well, though others did not—notably, It's Pat, which did so badly at the box office that the studio that made the film, Touchstone Pictures[image: External link] (owned by The Walt Disney Company, which also owns NBC's rival ABC[image: External link]), pulled it only one week after releasing it,[178] and Stuart Saves His Family, which lost $14 million. Many of these films were produced by Paramount Pictures[image: External link]. The films based on The Blues Brothers were produced by Universal Studios[image: External link], which merged with NBC in 2004 to form NBC Universal[image: External link] (Universal also has a joint venture[image: External link] with Paramount for international distribution of the two studios' films).



	Film
	Release date

(United States)
	Budget

(estimated)
	Box office revenue



	United States
	Elsewhere
	Worldwide



	The Blues Brothers[image: External link]
	June 20, 1980
	$27 million
	$57,229,890
	$58,000,000
	$115,229,890



	Wayne's World[image: External link]
	February 14, 1992
	$20 million
	$121,697,323
	$61,400,000
	$183,097,323



	Coneheads
	July 23, 1993
	$33 million
	$21,274,717
	N/A
	$21,274,717



	Wayne's World 2[image: External link]
	December 10, 1993
	$40 million
	$48,197,805
	N/A
	$48,197,805



	It's Pat[image: External link]
	August 26, 1994
	$8 million[179]
	$60,822
	N/A
	$60,822



	Stuart Saves His Family[image: External link]
	April 14, 1995
	$15 million
	$912,082
	
	$912,082



	Blues Brothers 2000[image: External link]
	February 6, 1998
	$28 million
	$14,051,384
	N/A
	$14,051,384



	A Night at the Roxbury[image: External link]
	October 2, 1998
	$17 million
	$30,331,165
	N/A
	$30,331,165



	Superstar[image: External link]
	October 8, 1999
	$14 million
	$30,636,478
	N/A
	$30,636,478



	The Ladies Man[image: External link]
	October 13, 2000
	$24 million
	$13,616,610
	$126,602
	$13,743,212



	MacGruber[image: External link]
	May 21, 2010
	$10 million
	$8,525,600
	$797,295
	$9,259,314




The character Bob Roberts from the Tim Robbins[image: External link] film of the same name[image: External link] (1992), first appeared on SNL in a short film about the conservative folk singer.

In addition, the 1999 comedy film Office Space[image: External link] originated from a series of animated short films by Mike Judge[image: External link] that aired on SNL in 1993.[180]

The fictitious American folk music trio The Folksmen[image: External link] first appeared on SNL, performing the song "Old Joe's Place" before later appearing in the film A Mighty Wind[image: External link] (2002). The three members of the Folksmen were the same three comedians: Harry Shearer[image: External link], Michael McKean[image: External link], and Christopher Guest[image: External link], who also appeared on the same episode as the rock group Spinal Tap[image: External link]. At the time of the appearance (the 1984–85 season), Shearer and Guest were cast members.

Mr. Bill's Real Life Adventures[image: External link] is based off the Mr. Bill[image: External link] sketches from early seasons of SNL.[181][182]
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In 2005, the comedy troupe The Lonely Island[image: External link], consisting of SNL members Andy Samberg, Akiva Schaffer[image: External link], and Jorma Taccone[image: External link], gained national exposure after joining the show and debuting their comedic music video "Lazy Sunday[image: External link]", written with fellow cast member Chris Parnell[image: External link]. The song became a surprise hit,[183] and convinced Michaels to encourage the troupe to develop more comedy songs. Further successes with songs including "Like A Boss[image: External link], "Jizz in My Pants[image: External link]", "I'm on a Boat[image: External link]", "We Like Sportz[image: External link]", "Boombox", and "Dick in a Box[image: External link]"—which won an Emmy for Outstanding Original Music and Lyrics in 2007[184]—saw The Lonely Island go on to release two albums, Incredibad[image: External link] (2009)[185] and Turtleneck & Chain[image: External link] (2011), containing SNL-developed songs and original works. The albums were released by Universal Republic Records[image: External link] who were provided with a license to the SNL songs by NBC and Broadway Video.

A cast album was released in 1976 on the Arista label including the song "Chevy's Girls" and comedy bits from the show ("Weekend Update", "Emily Litella", "Gun Control"); it was later re-issued on CD and MP3[image: External link] download.
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Several programs have documented the behind-the-scenes events of the show. A 60 Minutes report taped in October 2004 depicted the intense writing frenzy that goes on during the week leading up to a show, with crowded meetings and long hours. The report particularly noted the involvement of the guest host(s) in developing and selecting the sketches in which they will appear. Similarly, there has been an A&E[image: External link] episode of Biography[image: External link] which covered the production process, as well as an episode of TV Tales in 2002 on E![image: External link]. In 2010, Saturday Night, a 94-minute documentary by actor James Franco[image: External link] in his directorial debut, was released; it follows the production process of the December 6, 2008, episode hosted by John Malkovich[image: External link], from the concept stage to the episode actually airing live. Although it originated as a five-minute short film for Franco's New York University film class, Michaels granted Franco access to the process, allowing the project to be expanded.[112] On February 15, 2015, NBC aired a 3 1/2 hour special on Saturday Night Live's 40th anniversary. The program included a mix of clips, new performances of classic characters from previous cast members and special guest appearances from previous hosts.[186]

In September 2011, ice cream company Ben & Jerry's[image: External link] released a limited-edition ice cream called "Schweddy Balls[image: External link]", inspired by a 1998 sketch of the same name starring Alec Baldwin, Ana Gasteyer[image: External link] and Molly Shannon[image: External link].[187] The ice cream became the fastest-selling Ben & Jerry's limited-edition flavor. The ice cream was also subject to criticism and boycotts by the One Million Moms[image: External link] organization over the "vulgar"[188] name. Some retail chains chose not to sell the flavor, but declined to say if the decision was at their own discretion or based on the One Million Moms boycotts.[188][189] In June 2014, two new flavors inspired by SNL sketches were introduced—Lazy Sunday[image: External link], based on a sketch of the same name featuring Andy Samberg and Chris Parnell, and Gilly's Catastrophic Crunch based on the recurring Gilly[image: External link] sketches featuring Kristen Wiig.[190] Two Wild and Crazy Pies, based on the catchphrase of the recurring Festrunk Brothers[image: External link], was introduced in September 2014,[191] followed by Wayne'Swirled inspired by the eponymous Wayne's World[image: External link] in February 2015.[192]
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	List of recurring Saturday Night Live characters and sketches[image: External link]

	Saturday Night Live parodies of Hillary Clinton[image: External link]

	Saturday Night Live parodies of Sarah Palin[image: External link]

	Saturday Night Live parodies of Donald Trump[image: External link]
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Billy Madison






"O'Doyle Rules" redirects here. This article needs a further explanation of why.

Billy Madison is a 1995 American comedy film[image: External link] directed by Tamra Davis[image: External link]. It stars Adam Sandler, Bradley Whitford[image: External link], Bridgette Wilson[image: External link], Norm Macdonald[image: External link], and Darren McGavin[image: External link]. The film was written by Adam Sandler and Tim Herlihy[image: External link], and produced by Robert Simonds[image: External link]. It made over $26.4 million worldwide and debuted at number one at the box office.[1] The film received negative reviews from critics.[2][3]
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 Plot




Billy Madison is the 27-year-old heir to a Fortune 500[image: External link] hotel company that his father, Brian, has created. He spends his days drinking with friends and creating disturbances across his father's estate. One day, Billy ruins a dinner meeting between his father and his associates by acting obnoxiously. Brian loses confidence in his son and chooses the conniving Eric Gordon as his successor. When Billy begs his father to reconsider his decision, Brian reveals that he secretly bribed Billy's school teachers to give him passing grades. The two finally compromise: Billy must complete all 12 grades in two-week intervals to prove he is competent enough to manage the company.

Shortly after enrolling into school, Billy becomes attracted to a teacher named Veronica Vaughn, who initially ignores him. Nevertheless, Billy successfully progresses through his first two grades. He finds himself as one of Veronica's students in the third grade and earns her respect by standing up for Ernie, his friend and classmate. Billy becomes popular among the third graders and misses them as he advances through school. Billy's progress alarms Eric, who becomes increasingly agitated as Billy completes each grade. Eric blackmails principal Max Anderson into claiming that Billy bribed him for passing grades, with pictures of Anderson's previous career as a masked wrestler[image: External link] who accidentally killed a man in the ring.

Brian swiftly terminates his agreement with Billy and renames Eric as his successor. Billy grows distraught and reverts to his carefree lifestyle. Veronica motivates him to return to school, while his grade school classmates convince Max to retract his bribery accusations. Brian agrees to give Billy another chance but Eric cites that Billy failed the challenge by taking more than two weeks to complete a grade. He then threatens to sue Brian if he does not pass the company onto him. Billy intervenes and challenges Eric to an academic decathlon[image: External link] to finally settle their feud.

Both men excel in different activities but Billy manages to take a single-point lead before the contest's final event, a Jeopardy![image: External link]-style academic test. Billy stumbles on the opening question in the event, and Eric is given the chance to win the contest by answering a question about business ethics. Eric is unable to withstand the pressure and breaks down. He brandishes a handgun, but Max (in his wrestling gear) tackles Eric before he can harm Billy. Eric recovers from the attack and attempts to shoot Veronica, but he is shot by Danny McGrath, a rifle-wielding madman whom Billy apologized to earlier for bullying him.

At his graduation, Billy is delivering a speech. Billy announces he will pass the hotel business to Carl Alphonse, one of his father's more polite businessmen, and attend college in order to become a teacher. Eric watches on and fumes in frustration over Billy's decision.
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 Cast






	
Adam Sandler as Billy Madison

	
Darren McGavin[image: External link] as Brian Madison

	
Bridgette Wilson[image: External link] as Veronica Vaughn

	
Bradley Whitford[image: External link] as Eric Gordon

	
Josh Mostel[image: External link] as Principal Max Anderson

	
Norm Macdonald[image: External link] as Frank

	Mark Beltzman as Jack

	
Larry Hankin[image: External link] as Carl Alphonse

	
Theresa Merritt[image: External link] as Juanita

	
Jim Downey[image: External link] as Principal/Judge of the decathlon

	
Hrant Alianak[image: External link] as Pete

	Dina Platias as Ms. Lippy

	
Robert Smigel as Mr. Oblaski

	
Steve Buscemi as Danny McGrath (uncredited)

	
Chris Farley as Bus Driver (uncredited)
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 Critical response




Billy Madison received negative reviews. Metacritic[image: External link] gives the film a score of 16 out of 100 based on reviews from 13 critics, indicating "overwhelming dislike".[3] On the film review aggregation site Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], it received a 46% rating from 39 reviews, with the site's consensus stating "Billy Madison is typical early immature fare from Adam Sandler, even if it finds moments of inspired lunacy".[2]

Richard Schickel panned the film, calling it "one of the most execrable movies ever made".[4] Peter Rainer of the Los Angeles Times commented; "Sandler has a bad habit of thinking he is funnier than we are".[5]" On At the Movies[image: External link], Gene Siskel[image: External link] and Roger Ebert both gave the film thumbs down, and Roger Ebert said of Sandler, "...Not an attractive screen presence, he might have a career as a villain or a fall guy or the butt of a joke, but as the protagonist his problem is he creates the fingernails on the blackboard." Gene Siskel added "...you don't have a good motivation for the character's behavior". Owen Gleiberman also panned the film, saying "By the end, you feel like a drill sergeant—you want to wipe that stupid grin off Sandler's face".[6] Rita Kempley of The Washington Post[image: External link] said the film was trying to be "A more kid-friendly version of 'Dumb and Dumber.' And there's even a moral: 'Yahoo for education,' though the movie doesn't really put any muscle behind it."[7]

Janet Maslin of The New York Times[image: External link] gave the film a mixed review, saying "It succeeds as a reasonably smart no-brainer. If you've ever had a yearning to relive the third grade, this must be the next best thing."[8] Brian Lowry of Variety[image: External link] also gave the film a mixed review, saying "There are a few bursts of sheer, irresistible idiocy—along the lines of 'Wayne's World' or even 'Pee-wee's Big Adventure'—but not enough to sustain the more arid stretches."[9]

Billy Mowbray of Film4[image: External link] gave the film a positive review, writing: "When you get that Sandler's comedic persona is meant to be annoying, like Beavis and Butthead or Cartman, the laughs come thick and fast".[10] Kevin N. Laforest said, "Okay, the plot is inane, but it's the basis of a series of really funny scenes."[11]
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 Accolades





	Nominated




	
MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]

	Adam Sandler: Best Comedic Performance[image: External link]
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 Music





	Songs featured in the film




	"I'll Tumble 4 Ya[image: External link]" by Culture Club[image: External link]


	"Beat on the Brat[image: External link]" by The Ramones[image: External link]


	" ABC[image: External link]" by The Jackson 5[image: External link]


	"I'm Not the One[image: External link]" by The Cars[image: External link]


	"The Stroke[image: External link]" by Billy Squier[image: External link]


	"Telephone Line[image: External link]" by Electric Light Orchestra[image: External link]


	" Renegade[image: External link]" by Styx[image: External link]
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Happy Gilmore






Happy Gilmore is a 1996 American sports[image: External link] comedy film[image: External link] directed by Dennis Dugan with music by Mark Mothersbaugh[image: External link] and produced by Robert Simonds[image: External link]. It stars Adam Sandler as the title character, an unsuccessful ice hockey player who discovers a talent for golf. The screenplay was written by Sandler and Tim Herlihy[image: External link]. The film was released in cinemas on February 16, 1996 by Universal Pictures[image: External link]. Happy Gilmore was a commercial success, earning $41.2 million on a $12 million budget. This film was the first of multiple collaborations between Sandler and Dugan. The film won an MTV Movie Award[image: External link] for "Best Fight" for Adam Sandler versus Bob Barker.
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Happy Gilmore (Adam Sandler) is an aspiring hockey player who possesses a powerful slapshot[image: External link] that his father (Louis O'Donoghue) taught him as a child (Donnie MacMillan) before he was apparently struck and killed by a wayward hockey puck. Happy's over-aggressive streak — which once resulted in him trying to stab a guy to death with an ice skate — and lack of skating talent consistently preclude him from joining a hockey team, and his girlfriend, Terry (Nancy McClure), leaves him because of his hockey obsession.

Happy's grandma, (Frances Bay[image: External link]) who raised him after his father's death, has not paid her taxes for many years; as such, she owes the IRS[image: External link] $270,000 in back taxes, and her house is about to be seized. Happy has 90 days to come up with the money, or Grandma's house will be auctioned off. Grandma is forced to temporarily move into a retirement home, run by a sadistic manager named Hal (Ben Stiller in an uncredited role) who secretly uses the retirees for sweatshop[image: External link] labor. While repossessing Grandma's furniture, a pair of movers challenge Happy to hit golf balls. With an unorthodox, slapshot-style swing, Happy hits the ball 400 yards three times, winning $40 from the movers as a result. He starts hustling golfers at a local driving range, leading one-handed club pro and former golf star Chubbs Peterson (Carl Weathers[image: External link]) to convince Happy to enter a local tournament. Happy wins the tournament and earns a spot on the Pro Golf Tour.

On the tour, Happy encounters Shooter McGavin (Christopher McDonald[image: External link]), an arrogant pro who sees Happy as both a detriment to golf and a threat to his career. Though Happy has a powerful drive, his putting is terrible. In addition, he lacks basic golf etiquette, often breaking into violent outbursts after poor shots, and hires a homeless window cleaner named Otto (Allen Covert) as his caddy. Tour commissioner Doug Thompson (Dennis Dugan) plans to expel him from the tour, but public relations head Virginia Venit (Julie Bowen[image: External link]) convinces him to reconsider, citing higher TV ratings, rising attendance, and interest from more youthful sponsors. She also says she will work with Happy to control his temper, so Thompson threatens to fire her if there are any further incidents; with Virginia's help, Happy begins to improve both his performance and behavior.

During a pro-am[image: External link] tournament in which he is partnered with Bob Barker[image: External link], Gilmore gets distracted by an insulting fan named Donald (Joe Flaherty). Irked by Donald's jabs, Happy starts to play poorly and, after several comments from the game show host, punches Barker, starting a raucous fistfight. It's revealed that Shooter hired Donald to infuriate Happy and get him kicked off the tour. Thompson has a meeting with Happy, Virginia, and Shooter about the fight with Barker; Happy tells Thompson about Donald and says he wanted to attack him, not Barker. Thompson decides not to kick Happy off the tour because the tournament had very high TV ratings, but he feels still has to punish Happy, giving him a one-month suspension and a $25,000 fine. Shooter protests that Happy should be kicked off the tour, but Thompson tells Shooter that the board committee suggested that a suspension is better. Happy tries to plead his case, as the fine and suspension mean he will be unable to buy back Grandma's house at the upcoming auction, but Thompson sends him away.

Happy, distraught that he will be unable to get Grandma her house back, goes to Subway[image: External link] with Virginia and mentions how much he enjoys the sandwich. Virginia sets up an advertising deal with Subway; the deal, plus Happy's remaining prize money, adds up to $275,000, just enough to buy back Grandma's house. Despite bidding all $275,000 at the real estate auction, Happy is outbid by Shooter, purchases the house for $350,000. Happy makes a bet with Shooter for the upcoming Tour Championship[image: External link]: If Happy wins, he gets Grandma's house; if Shooter wins, Happy will quit golf forever. To prepare for the tournament, Happy seeks the help of Chubbs, admitting his past mistakes, and the two head to a miniature golf course, where Chubbs teaches him how to putt and Happy makes a complex trick putt. Though Happy makes progress, Chubbs falls out a window to his death after being startled when Happy presents him with the head of the alligator that bit off his hand years ago.

Happy becomes determined to win for Grandma and the late Chubbs. He and Shooter are evenly matched for first two rounds; Happy leads Shooter narrowly at the end of the third round. As the fourth and final round nears its conclusion, Happy and Shooter are neck and neck at the top of the leaderboard. In the final holes, multiple bizarre scenarios play out: Happy is struck by a car driven by a furious Donald, but he continues to play against a doctor's advice; Shooter's ball comes to rest on the foot of Mr. Larson, an enormous friend of Happy's who threatens Shooter; and, as Happy putts for the win on the 18th green, a large TV tower falls onto the green, blocking Happy's putt's path. Rather than putt around the tower and try to two-putt and force a playoff, Happy tries a trick shot similar to the one he pulled off at the mini golf course with Chubbs. After many bounces and turns, the putt goes in, and Happy wins the tournament by a single stroke.

The crowd of joyous spectators gather around Happy as he is declared the winner. An angry and hysterical Shooter attempts to steal Happy's first-prize gold jacket but is chased down and beaten up by Mr. Larson and other angry spectators. The film ends as Happy, Virginia, Grandma, and Otto return to Grandma's house, where Happy is congratulated by the massive ghosts of Chubbs, the alligator, and Abraham Lincoln[image: External link].
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 Cast





	
Adam Sandler as Happy Gilmore, a high-strung former hockey player who who discovers a unique talent for golf.

	
Christopher McDonald[image: External link] as Shooter McGavin, an arrogant golfer who is one of the top stars of the Pro Golf Tour.

	
Julie Bowen[image: External link] as Virginia Venit, a public relations director for the Pro Golf Tour.

	
Frances Bay[image: External link] as Grandma Gilmore.

	
Carl Weathers[image: External link] as Chubbs Peterson, a pro golfer who was forced to retire early when his hand was bitten off by an alligator. Weathers reprises the role in Sandler's 2000 film Little Nicky, despite Little Nicky being produced by New Line Cinema[image: External link].

	
Allen Covert as Otto, a homeless man who becomes Happy's caddy. The character is unnamed in the film (although his name is revealed in a deleted scene but is listed in the end credits). Covert reprises the role in Sandler's 2011 film Jack and Jill.

	
Kevin Nealon[image: External link] as Gary Potter, an eccentric pro who Happy plays with in his first tournament.

	
Peter Kelamis[image: External link] as Gary Potter's caddy.

	
Richard Kiel[image: External link] as Mr. Larson, Happy's towering former boss.

	
Dennis Dugan as Doug Thompson, the commissioner of the Pro Golf Tour.

	
Joe Flaherty[image: External link] as Donald, an unruly fan hired by Shooter to distract Happy.

	
Jared Van Snellenberg[image: External link] as Happy Gilmore's caddy at the Waterbury Open.

	
Will Sasso[image: External link] as mover

	
Lee Trevino[image: External link] as himself

	
Bob Barker[image: External link] as himself

	
Verne Lundquist[image: External link] as himself

	
Mark Lye[image: External link] as himself

	
Ben Stiller as Hal L. (uncredited), the sadistic orderly running the nursing home
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On the film review aggregator site Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], they received a 60% rating based on 52 reviews with a consensus review of "Those who enjoy Adam Sandler's schtick will find plenty to love in this gleefully juvenile take on professional golf; those who don't, however, will find it unfunny and forgettable."[2] On Metacritic, It holds a 31% rating based on 14 reviews, indicating "Generally unfavorable reviews." [3] Brian Lowry of Variety[image: External link] stated that "The general tone nevertheless makes it difficult to elevate the gags beyond an occasional chuckle". Lowry only noted a few scenes he found inspired, including the fight scene with Bob Barker[image: External link] and when Happy attempts to find his "Happy Place" which was described as " Felliniesque[image: External link]".[4] Roger Ebert gave the film one and a half stars out of four, stating that Adam Sandler's character "doesn't have a pleasing personality: He seems angry even when he's not supposed to be, and his habit of pounding everyone he dislikes is tiring in a PG-13 movie". Ebert also noted the film's product placement[image: External link] stating that he "probably missed a few, but I counted Diet Pepsi[image: External link], Pepsi[image: External link], Pepsi Max[image: External link], Subway[image: External link], Budweiser[image: External link] (in bottles, cans, and Bud-dispensing helmets), Michelob[image: External link], Visa cards[image: External link], Bell Atlantic[image: External link], AT&T[image: External link], Sizzler[image: External link], Red Lobster, Wilson[image: External link], Golf Digest[image: External link], the ESPN[image: External link] sports network, and Top-Flite[image: External link] golf balls".[5]
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 Ratings effect




The scene with Barker beating up Gilmore increased ratings for The Price Is Right[image: External link] amongst younger demographics. Barker claimed that someone in the audience asked him about Happy Gilmore almost every day. The show's producers had previously tried, but failed, to appeal to a younger demographic with a syndicated variation of the game hosted by Doug Davidson[image: External link].
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 Box office




The film was a commercial success, ranking #2 at the US box office on its debut weekend with $8.5 million in revenue. The film was made for $12 million and grossed a total of $41.2 million worldwide, with $38.8 million of that at the North American domestic box office.[1]
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 Legacy




Golf.com[image: External link], Consequence of Sound[image: External link], and Golf Digest[image: External link] discussed the film, predominantly praising the villain Shooter McGavin.[6][7][8] Other articles have covered relatively unknown trivial facts, such as Carl Weathers's missing arm, which was the same arm from the movie Predator[image: External link], and the number of times nurse orderly Hal committed nursing home abuse.[9][10]

The "Happy Gilmore swing," featuring a walking or running approach, is often imitated or attempted for fun, including by touring golf professionals.[11] Three-time major champion Pádraig Harrington[image: External link] is particularly well-known for his impression and even uses the technique in training.[12] The TV series Sport Science[image: External link] has featured Harrington's "Happy Gilmore swing," demonstrating how it can indeed generate additional distance, though at the cost of accuracy.[13]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Awards




Adam Sandler earned a Razzie Award[image: External link] nomination for Worst Actor for the film.

The film was nominated for a Sound Effects award; foley artists spent over 40 hours designing, improving, and perfecting the sound of Adam Sandler’s golf swing.

The film won an MTV Movie Award[image: External link] for "Best Fight" between Sandler and Bob Barker.
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 Pop culture references




In 2015, Adam Sandler and Bob Barker performed a sketch as part of "Comedy Central[image: External link]'s Night of Too Many Stars" (in support of Autism[image: External link] Awareness). In the sketch, the two engage in another fight similar to the one in the movie this time in a hospital. The end of the sketch has the two fighting in heaven, with Carl Weathers (as Chubbs) criticizing Sandler (calling him Happy), then quickly relenting and telling him to "kick his (Barker's) ass." The alligator and Abraham Lincoln are also seen.
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The Waterboy






For other uses, see Water boy (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Waterboy is a 1998 American sports[image: External link] comedy film[image: External link] directed by Frank Coraci[image: External link] (who played Robert 'Roberto' Boucher, Sr.), starring Adam Sandler, Kathy Bates[image: External link], Fairuza Balk[image: External link], Henry Winkler[image: External link], Jerry Reed[image: External link] (his last film role before his death in 2008), Larry Gilliard, Jr.[image: External link], Blake Clark[image: External link], Peter Dante[image: External link] and Jonathan Loughran, and produced by Robert Simonds[image: External link] and Jack Giarraputo[image: External link].

Lynn Swann[image: External link], Lawrence Taylor[image: External link], Jimmy Johnson[image: External link], Bill Cowher[image: External link], Paul "The Big Show" Wight[image: External link] and Rob Schneider[image: External link] have cameo appearances. The movie was extremely profitable, earning $161.5 million in North America alone.[1] This was Sandler's second film to eclipse $120 million worldwide in 1998 along with The Wedding Singer.[1]

Adam Sandler's character, Bobby Boucher (pronounced /bu:'SeI /[image: External link] boo- SHAY[image: External link]), bears a strong resemblance to his "The Excited Southerner" comedic skits from his album What the Hell Happened to Me? The portrayal is one of a stereotypical Cajun[image: External link] from the bayous[image: External link] of South Louisiana, not the typical stereotype of a Southerner[image: External link]. He also shares similarities in speech and mannerism to Canteen Boy[image: External link], a recurring character, also portrayed by Sandler, on Saturday Night Live.[2] Like Bobby, Canteen Boy was a soft-spoken manchild[image: External link] who preferred "purified water, right out of the old canteen," which he always carried with him.
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Bobby Boucher (Adam Sandler) is a socially inept, 31-year-old water boy[image: External link] with a stutter[image: External link] and hidden anger issues due to frequent teasing by his peers and excessive sheltering by his mother, Helen (Kathy Bates[image: External link]). As a teenager, Bobby became the water boy for the (fictional) University of Louisiana Cougars, a major championship-caliber college program,[3] after being told his father died of dehydration[image: External link] in the Sahara[image: External link] while serving in the Peace Corps[image: External link]. However, the players always torment him and the team's head coach, Red Beaulieu (Jerry Reed[image: External link]), eventually fires him after 18 years of employment, citing the false claim he is "disruptive", when in actuality the bullying had come to the attention of school authorities and Coach Beaulieu tried to distance the team from it. After a few failed attempts to find work, Bobby then approaches Coach Klein (Henry Winkler[image: External link]) of the far more austere (fictional) South Central Louisiana State University Mud Dogs and asks to work as the team's water boy. Coach Klein has been coach of SCLSU for years without success. It is revealed later in the movie that he and Beaulieu were assistant coaches at the University of Louisiana 20 years prior, but Beaulieu bullied Klein into letting him take sole credit for a playbook (that Klein actually came up with on his own) to earn the head coach job and then immediately fired Klein. The experience drove Klein to a mental breakdown and rendered him unable to come up with new plays[image: External link]. Furthermore, unlike the Cougars, the Mud Dogs are a struggling team both on and off the field. They have lost 40 consecutive games, their cheerleaders have become chronic alcoholics, and players are forced to share equipment due to budget cuts. Bobby insists he be the waterboy after noticing a keg full of stagnant water and warns the keg needs to be refilled daily with fresh water. Bobby gets the job when he says he will do it for free.

Bobby's mother informs him of the evils of football (which she refers to as "foosball") and prevents him from playing. She also mentions that unlike everyone else who shows contempt for him, she is the only one who unconditionally loves him. After being picked on again by his new team, Coach Klein encourages Bobby to stand up for himself which leads to him tackling and knocking out the team's quarterback. Coach Klein begs Bobby to join the team but he refuses as his mother would never approve. Coach Klein then meets with Bobby and his mother and attempts to convince her to let Bobby play by emphasizing that Bobby can get a college education. But she refuses despite Bobby's interest. Coach Klein convinces Bobby to join in secret (from his mother) saying that "what mama don't know, won't hurt her". Bobby quickly becomes one of the most feared linebackers[image: External link] in college football[image: External link], hitting opposing players with injury-causing force. In his first game, Bobby causes a turnover that costs the team the win, angering them to the point that they completely overlook Bobby scoring an NCAA record of 16 sacks in the game. Despite this, the Mud Dogs win their next game when Bobby scores a safety on the final play, ending their long losing streak. The Mud Dogs go on a winning streak and earn a trip to the annual Bourbon Bowl to face the Cougars and Coach Beaulieu. Bobby's newfound fame also allows him to rekindle a relationship with his childhood friend and crush, Vicki Vallencourt (Fairuza Balk[image: External link]), who has been in prison multiple times. However, Helen forbids Bobby from seeing her again (telling him that girls are "the devil").

Coach Beaulieu crashes the Mud Dogs' pep rally and reveals that Bobby never finished high school and his high school transcript was fake (as the school doesn't even exist and Bobby was homeschooled[image: External link] by his mother), making him ineligible for college and football. The team and fans label him a "cheater" and snub him. The next day, Klein pulls some strings and the NCAA agrees to let Bobby compete in the Bourbon bowl if he can pass a GED[image: External link] exam. Bobby is reluctant as he feels he has become public enemy number one of the town and is angered over the fact that someone set him up. At that point Klein apologizes and admits he submitted the fake transcript because he was desperate to get even with Beaulieu. Klein tells Bobby about his past with Beaulieu, and the story convinces Bobby to take the exam to help Klein get revenge on Beaulieu and prove to everyone he's not a "dummy". While studying, Bobby inadvertently reveals to his mother that he's been playing football, going to college and seeing Vicki. This leads to them having a fight with Bobby lashing out over his mother's constant sheltering of him, saying he'll continue to defy her because he enjoys school and football and Vicki showing him her breasts. Bobby easily passes the exam, scoring a 97%, but his mother then fakes falling ill to keep Bobby from playing. Bobby refuses to ever play football again, feeling he drove his mother to illness, and stays in the hospital with her. Meanwhile, Vicki spreads word around the community of Bobby passing the exam. This leads to a gathering of fans at the hospital who apologize for not supporting him and try to convince him to play. Bobby however, refuses and Helen ends her fake illness after seeing the error of her ways. The next day, Helen tells Bobby the truth about his father, Robert Sr., and why she was faking her illness. Years ago through the letters she had, Bobby learns that his father found work in New Orleans, changed his name to Roberto and abandoned a pregnant Helen for a voodoo priestess. This in turn led Helen to excessively shelter Bobby all his life, afraid he would abandon her like Roberto did and forced Bobby to abandon the community who depends on him. Helen realizes the best thing for her to do is let him go since he has made a lot of friends and encourages him to play in the Bourbon Bowl because it means so much to him and the community.

Arriving at halftime of the Bourbon Bowl with Helen and Vicki, Bobby finds the team is losing 27-0 and has all but given up. Bobby manages to encourage the losing Mud Dogs to make a comeback. The team apologizes for not treating him with the respect he deserves and admit that he has become the heart and soul of the team. With Bobby's help, Coach Klein overcomes his fear of Red Beaulieu and visualizing him as someone or something he isn't afraid of (a reverse of the advice he gave Bobby to visualize a previous foe and attack), which helps him create new plays that allow the Mud Dogs to catch up. This doesn't settle in well with Red, realizing that the previous playbook he had stolen credit from Klein has backfired on him and begins to show desperation (such as resorting to the quarterback kneel[image: External link] to neutralize Bobby and run out the clock[image: External link]) to save his perfect season. Helen helps the cheerleaders out by making coffee[image: External link] and it helps sober them up as they cheer their fans on to rally and renounces her previous hatred of football, while Vicki is seen giving out water to the Mud Dogs (filling in for Bobby's usual waterboy duties). She is interviewed by Lynn Swann and predicts the Mud Dogs will win 30-27. On the next to last play, after recovering a kick-off, Greg Meaney (an enemy of Bobby's from his time with the Cougars) lands an illegal hit on Bobby and knocks him out, which leads to his ejection much to Red's detest. Vicki revives him however with a bottle of special water (which always stays cold) he had previously given her as a gift. During the final play, a halfback option[image: External link], Bobby throws a touchdown pass and the Mud Dogs win the Bourbon Bowl by a score of 30-27 (just as Vicki predicted), leaving Red embarrassed that his perfect season for the Cougars is gone. Bobby is named the MVP[image: External link].

Later, Bobby and Vicki get married and are heading to the riding lawn mower. On their way out, Bobby's father (Frank Coraci[image: External link] in a cameo role) makes an unexpected appearance, telling him that he heard from ESPN that he may go to the NFL. Bobby tells him that he is not going to the NFL because he wants to stay in school and graduate. Roberto angrily tries to get him to skip school and go to the NFL, hoping to personally profit as the father of an NFL player (citing the success Tiger Woods[image: External link] and his father[image: External link] have had). He is quickly tackled to the ground by an enraged Helen for this (and out of revenge against Roberto for leaving her years ago), much to the cheers of the crowd. Bobby and Vicki leave to consummate their marriage.
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 Cast






	
Adam Sandler as Robert 'Bobby' Boucher, Jr.

	
Kathy Bates[image: External link] as Helen 'Mama' Boucher

	
Henry Winkler[image: External link] as Coach Klein

	
Fairuza Balk[image: External link] as Vicki Vallencourt

	
Jerry Reed[image: External link] as Coach Red Beaulieu

	
Peter Dante[image: External link] as Gee Grenouille

	
Larry Gilliard, Jr.[image: External link] as Derek Wallace

	
Blake Clark[image: External link] as Farmer Fran

	
Jonathan Loughran as Lyle Robideaux

	
Clint Howard[image: External link] as Paco

	
Allen Covert as Walter

	
Rob Schneider[image: External link] as The Townie; Schneider reprises this role in Adam Sandler's 2000 film Little Nicky, despite being made by New Line Cinema[image: External link]; in turn, Sandler plays the same townie in Schneider's film The Animal.

	
Kevin Farley[image: External link] as Jim Simonds

	
Frank Coraci[image: External link] as Robert 'Roberto' Boucher, Sr.

	
Paul Wight[image: External link] as Captain Insano

	
Soon Hee Newbold[image: External link] as Mud Dog Cheerleader

	
Dan Fouts[image: External link] as Himself (ABC Sports[image: External link] commentator)

	
Brent Musburger[image: External link] as Himself (ABC Sports[image: External link] commentator)

	
Lynn Swann[image: External link] as Himself (ABC Sports[image: External link] commentator)

	
Chris Fowler[image: External link] as Himself ( ESPN[image: External link] commentator)

	
Lee Corso[image: External link] as Himself ( ESPN[image: External link] commentator)

	
Trevor Miller[image: External link] as Himself

	Moosie The Cocker Spaniel as Herself

	
Dan Patrick[image: External link] as Himself ( ESPN[image: External link] SportsCenter[image: External link] commentator)

	
Lawrence Taylor[image: External link] as Himself (LT's Louisiana Lightning Training Football Camp)

	
Bill Cowher[image: External link] as Himself (Pittsburgh Steelers coach)

	
Jimmy Johnson[image: External link] as Himself (Miami Dolphins coach)

	
Jennifer Bini Taylor[image: External link] as Rita
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 Filming and production




The Waterboy was mostly filmed in the Central Florida[image: External link] and Orlando[image: External link] area as well as around Daytona Beach[image: External link], DeLand, Florida[image: External link], Lakeland, Florida[image: External link], and surrounding areas.

The Mud Dogs home games were filmed at Spec Martin Stadium[image: External link] in DeLand, Florida[image: External link], home of the local high school team (the DHS Bulldogs). The classrooms and gym where Bobby takes the GED are part of Stetson University[image: External link], also located in DeLand. Stetson's Carlton Student Union building is featured in the scene where Bobby is told his mother has been hospitalized.

The scenes involving mama's cabin were shot on Lake Louisa, in Clermont, Florida[image: External link].

Coach Klein's (Henry Winkler's) office was a stage built inside of the Florida Army National Guard[image: External link] Armory in DeLand, Florida. It is home of Btry B 1st Bn 265th ADA. If one was to look closely, in the background of the practice field scenes, they can see the Armory and some military vehicles.

The initial exterior shot of the University of Louisiana stadium was EverBank Field[image: External link] in Jacksonville[image: External link]; the interior of the stadium is actually the Citrus Bowl[image: External link] in Orlando, Florida[image: External link]. The Citrus Bowl was also the filming location for the climatic Bourbon Bowl game, while the flyover shot at the beginning of the game is of Williams-Brice Stadium[image: External link] at the University of South Carolina[image: External link] in Columbia, South Carolina[image: External link].

The "medulla oblongata[image: External link]" scene was filmed at Florida Southern College[image: External link] in Lakeland, Florida. The extras in the scene were students at the college, and the scene was shot on campus in Edge Hall.
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 Soundtrack




The soundtrack for The Waterboy was released on November 3, 1998 by Hollywood Records[image: External link].[4]
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 Track listing






	No.
	Title
	Artist
	Length



	1.
	"Born on the Bayou[image: External link]"
	Creedence Clearwater Revival[image: External link]
	5:15



	2.
	"More Today Than Yesterday[image: External link]"
	Goldfinger[image: External link]
	3:22



	3.
	"Boom Boom"
	Big Head Todd and the Monsters[image: External link]
	3:33



	4.
	"Feed It"
	The Candyskins[image: External link]
	3:35



	5.
	"Peace Frog[image: External link]"
	The Doors[image: External link]
	2:57



	6.
	"Let's Groove[image: External link]"
	Earth, Wind & Fire[image: External link]
	5:38



	7.
	"Always on the Run[image: External link]"
	Lenny Kravitz[image: External link]
	3:53



	8.
	"Doin' My Thang"
	Incidents / Lifelong
	4:10



	9.
	"Small Town[image: External link]"
	John Mellencamp[image: External link]
	3:40



	10.
	"New Year's Eve"
	Joe Walsh[image: External link]
	4:00



	11.
	"No One to Run With[image: External link]"
	The Allman Brothers Band[image: External link]
	5:58



	12.
	"Tom Sawyer[image: External link]"
	Rush[image: External link]
	4:34



	13.
	"Glowing Soul"
	Candlebox[image: External link]
	4:18



	Total length:
	54:53
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 Critical reception




The Waterboy received mostly mixed to negative reviews from critics. Review aggregation website[image: External link] Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], 35% of the reviews were positive, with an average rating of 4.6/10. The site's consensus says "The Waterboy is an insult to its genre with low humor and cheap gags."[5] At Metacritic[image: External link], the film holds a rating of 41%, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[6]

Roger Ebert of The Chicago Sun Times[image: External link] gave the film a negative review, saying "Sandler is making a tactical error when he creates a character whose manner and voice has the effect of fingernails on a blackboard, and then expects us to hang in there for a whole movie."[7] Lisa Alspector of the Chicago Reader also gave the film a negative review, writing "Geek-triumphs-after-all comedies can be charming, but in this one the triumphing begins so early it's hard to feel for the geek."[8] Michael O'Sullivan of the Washington Post described the movie as "Another film about . . . a cretinous, grating loser."[9]

Manhola Dargins of L.A Weekly gave the film a mixed review, writing: "Of course it's dumb, but every 10 minutes or so, it's also pretty funny."[10] Glen Lovell of Variety said of the film, "This yahoos-on-the-bayou farce is neither inventive nor outrageous enough.".[11] David Nusair of Reel Film Reviews also gave the film a mixed review, calling it "an agreeable yet forgettable comedy".[12]

Janet Maslin of The New York Times said the film was "so cheerfully outlandish that it's hard to resist, and so good-hearted that it's genuinely endearing.".[13] Mark Savlov of the Austin Chronicle also gave the film a positive review and said the film was "A mildly amusing bayou farce with plenty of 'foosball' action to liven the sometimes plodding proceedings."[14]

The film grossed $185,991,646 worldwide from a $20 million budget.[15]
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 Awards and nominations




For his role Sandler was nominated for a Golden Raspberry Award[image: External link] for Worst Actor[image: External link]. The film was also a nominee for the American Film Institute[image: External link]'s AFI's 100 Years...100 Laughs[image: External link].[16]
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The Wedding Singer






This article is about the 1998 film. For the 2006 musical, see The Wedding Singer (musical)[image: External link].

The Wedding Singer is a 1998 American romantic comedy film[image: External link] written by Tim Herlihy[image: External link] and directed by Frank Coraci[image: External link]. It stars Adam Sandler as a wedding singer in the 1980s and Drew Barrymore as a waitress with whom he falls in love. It was produced by Robert Simonds[image: External link] for US$18 million and grossed $80.2 million in the United States and $123.3 million worldwide.[1] It was a box office hit and critically acclaimed with many calling it Sandler's best movie.[citation needed[image: External link]] Many have praised the chemistry of him and Barrymore.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The film was later adapted into a stage musical of the same name[image: External link], debuting on Broadway[image: External link] in April 2006 and closing on New Year's Eve of that same year.



TOP
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 Plot




In 1985, Robbie Hart (Adam Sandler) is an engaging and entertaining wedding singer from Ridgefield, New Jersey[image: External link]. He is engaged to his long-time girlfriend, Linda (Angela Featherstone[image: External link]), who was attracted to him at a time when he dreamed of becoming a rock star. He meets and befriends a waitress[image: External link], Julia Sullivan (Drew Barrymore), at the reception hall where he regularly performs. She is also engaged to businessman Glenn Gulia (Matthew Glave[image: External link]) and he promises to sing at their wedding.

On their wedding day, Robbie's sister, Kate, tells him that Linda has changed her mind about the wedding, leaving him emotionally devastated and humiliated. Later that day, Linda visits Robbie and she reveals that she stopped loving him when she found out that he lost his ambitions of being a rock star and instead became a wedding singer. She tells him that after talking to her friends, she realizes she can't continue lying to herself and ends their relationship. He tries to move on with his life, but despair hinders his performances. Julia tries to cheer him up and later asks him to help her plan her own wedding. He eventually agrees and their friendship blossoms. Meanwhile, as Robbie spends more time with Julia, he begins to realize just how shallow Linda is. During a double date between Julia and Glenn, and Julia's cousin, Holly (Christine Taylor[image: External link]), Robbie learns that Glenn frequently cheats on Julia and does not plan to stop after they get married.

Julia and Robbie are increasingly confused by their deepening feelings for each other. He tells her he has plans to retire from singing and pursue a more conventional career, thinking that will impress her. She becomes angry with him for assuming that she is marrying Glenn for his money (although she is under pressure from her worried parents to do just that so she will not tread water as they have). Dismayed, he goes to a bar where his friend, Sammy (Allen Covert), says that guys who refuse to settle down get forgotten, using the example of once-popular TV shows featuring single swinging guys that got cancelled due to the same old schtick, which inspires him to proceed to the Sullivan house to tell Julia how he feels. When he arrives, he sees her through her bedroom window. She is wearing her wedding dress, to which he mistakenly concludes that she is looking forward to marrying Glenn. In actuality, she is expressing doubts about him, particularly her new name of Julia Gulia and imagines herself as Robbie's bride would be nice, hence her imagined glee.

Heartbroken, Robbie leaves to get drunk and finds Glenn in the midst of his pre-bachelor party. After a heated exchange, he punches Robbie and proceeds to mock him. An intoxicated Robbie goes home and finds Linda waiting for him and wanting to reconcile. He passes out, but the following morning, she answers the door and introduces herself as his fiancée to a crestfallen Julia. She runs to Glenn, wanting to be married immediately. He happily offers to take her to Las Vegas[image: External link]. Before getting on the plane and during the flight, she begins to show regret for planning to marry him.

Robbie awakens and after shaking off his hangover from the previous night, tells Linda that it's over and kicks her out. Then he attends the 50th wedding anniversary party of his friend, Rosie (to whom he has been giving singing lessons). Inspired by this and with her encouragement, he decides to pursue Julia. Just then, Holly arrives and asks him if he is still with Linda. He reveals he ended it with her and learns of Julia's plans to marry Glenn. He, Sammy, and Holly rush to the airport, where he books a flight to Las Vegas. He gets a first class[image: External link] ticket because all coach[image: External link] seats are sold out. After telling his story to an empathetic audience in first class, which includes Billy Idol[image: External link] (playing himself, sporting his 1980s trademark spiked hairdo and biker[image: External link] attire), he learns that Glenn and Julia are on the same flight as he looks through the curtain separating first class and coach. Over the loudspeaker and with the help of Billy and the flight crew, he sings a song he has written called "Grow Old With You," which he has dedicated to Julia. When he enters the coach section, Glenn tries to attack him, only for his path to be blocked by a male flight attendant and Billy both pushing refreshment carts. When Glenn threatens Billy, a burly fan of his (Al Burke) also wearing biker attire forces Glenn down the aisle and a female flight attendant he tried seducing earlier pushes him into the lavatory. Robbie and Julia admit their love for each other and after Billy briefly interrupts them to offer Robbie support in fulfilling his dream of being a songwriter, they share a kiss. The film ends as the scene fades to a similar kiss, this time at their wedding. David Veltri (Steve Buscemi), a groom's best man from an earlier wedding, becomes the new wedding singer.
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 Cast and characters





	
Adam Sandler as Robbie Hart

	
Drew Barrymore as Julia Sullivan

	
Christine Taylor[image: External link] as Holly Sullivan

	
Jodi Thelen[image: External link] as Kate Hart

	
Allen Covert as Sammy

	
Angela Featherstone[image: External link] as Linda

	
Matthew Glave[image: External link] as Glenn Gulia

	
Ellen Albertini Dow[image: External link] as Rosie

	
Alexis Arquette[image: External link] as George Stitzer (reprised as Georgina in Blended)

	
Christina Pickles[image: External link] as Angie Sullivan

	
Frank Sivero[image: External link] as Andy

	
Billy Idol[image: External link] as Himself

	
Kevin Nealon[image: External link] as Mr. Simms

	
Steven Brill[image: External link] as Glenn's buddy

	
Steve Buscemi (uncredited) as David Veltri

	
Peter Dante[image: External link] as David's friend

	
Jon Lovitz[image: External link] (uncredited) as Jimmie Moore

	
Brian Posehn[image: External link] (uncredited) as Man at Dining Table #9

	
Michael Shuman[image: External link] as The Bar Mitzvah Boy

	
Robert Smigel as Andre

	
Chauntal Lewis[image: External link] (uncredited) as Stuck-Up Girl at Bar Mitzvah
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 Reception




The film had a budget of $18 million and received $123,306,987 worldwide[1] in ticket sales. It opened at the #2 spot in the US with $18,865,080[2] in the United States, behind Titanic[image: External link].

The film received generally positive reviews. Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives it a score of 67% based on reviews from 61 critics, with an average rating of 6.1/10, saying that "It's decidedly uneven -- and surprisingly sappy for an early Adam Sandler comedy -- but The Wedding Singer is also sweet, funny, and beguiling. [3]

The film is recognized by American Film Institute[image: External link] in these lists:


	2008: AFI's 10 Top 10[image: External link]:

	Nominated Romantic Comedy Film[4]
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 Soundtrack




Two soundtrack albums for the film, called The Wedding Singer and The Wedding Singer Volume 2, were released, both in 1998. It contained many scenes of singing at weddings, with songs performed by its cast. The soundtrack albums, for the most part, contained the original versions of these songs instead, as well as songs that were in the background during it and original songs and dialogue from it. Only for "Rapper's Delight[image: External link]" was its rendition (by Ellen Dow), used, in combination with the original recording.

The track listing of the first album is:


	"Video Killed the Radio Star[image: External link]" (originally performed by The Buggles[image: External link]), performed by The Presidents of the United States of America[image: External link]


	"Do You Really Want to Hurt Me[image: External link]", performed by Culture Club[image: External link]


	"Every Little Thing She Does Is Magic[image: External link]", performed by The Police[image: External link]


	"How Soon Is Now?[image: External link]", performed by The Smiths[image: External link]


	"Love My Way[image: External link]", performed by The Psychedelic Furs[image: External link]


	"Hold Me Now[image: External link]", performed by Thompson Twins[image: External link]


	"Everyday I Write the Book[image: External link]", performed by Elvis Costello[image: External link]


	"White Wedding[image: External link]", performed by Billy Idol[image: External link]


	"China Girl[image: External link]", performed by David Bowie[image: External link]


	"Blue Monday[image: External link]", performed by New Order[image: External link]


	"Pass the Dutchie[image: External link]", performed by Musical Youth[image: External link]


	"Have You Written Anything Lately?"

	"Somebody Kill Me", written by Adam Sandler and Tim Herlihy[image: External link], performed by Adam Sandler

	"Rapper's Delight[image: External link]" (medley), performed by Sugarhill Gang[image: External link] and Ellen Dow[image: External link]




The track listing of the second album is:


	"Too Shy[image: External link]", performed by Kajagoogoo[image: External link]


	"It's All I Can Do[image: External link]", performed by The Cars[image: External link]


	" True[image: External link]", performed by Spandau Ballet[image: External link]


	"Space Age Love Song[image: External link]", performed by A Flock of Seagulls[image: External link]


	"Private Idaho[image: External link]", performed by The B-52's[image: External link]


	"Money (That's What I Want)[image: External link]", performed by Flying Lizards[image: External link]


	"You Spin Me Round (Like a Record)[image: External link]", performed by Dead or Alive[image: External link]


	"Just Can't Get Enough[image: External link]", performed by Depeche Mode[image: External link]


	"Love Stinks[image: External link]", performed by The J. Geils Band[image: External link]


	"You Make My Dreams[image: External link]", performed by Hall & Oates[image: External link]


	" Holiday[image: External link]", performed by Madonna[image: External link]


	"Grow Old With You", written by Adam Sandler and Tim Herlihy, performed by Adam Sandler



Songs and renditions that appeared in the movie, but were not included in the soundtrack albums, were:


	"Der Kommissar[image: External link]", performed by After the Fire[image: External link]


	"99 Luftballons[image: External link]", performed by Nena[image: External link]


	"Till There Was You[image: External link]", written by Meredith Willson[image: External link], performed by Ellen Dow[image: External link]


	"Don't Stop Believin'[image: External link]" (originally performed by Journey[image: External link])

	"Boys Don't Cry[image: External link]", performed by The Cure[image: External link]


	"All Night Long (All Night)[image: External link]", performed by Lionel Richie[image: External link]


	"That's All[image: External link]", written by Alan Brandt[image: External link] & Bob Haymes[image: External link], performed by Adam Sandler

	"Ladies' Night[image: External link]" (originally performed by Kool & the Gang[image: External link]), performed by Jon Lovitz[image: External link]


	"Do You Believe in Love[image: External link]", performed by Huey Lewis and the News[image: External link]


	"Jam on It", Newcleus[image: External link]


	"Miami Vice Theme[image: External link]", performed by Jan Hammer[image: External link]


	"Hungry Heart[image: External link]", performed by Bruce Springsteen[image: External link]


	"The Goofball Brothers Show", written and performed by Sourcerer

	"Wake Me Up Before You Go-Go[image: External link]", performed by Wham![image: External link]
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 Chart positions






	Year
	Chart
	Position



	1998
	Australian ARIA[image: External link] Albums Chart
	1
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Mezzanine[image: External link] by Massive Attack[image: External link]

	
Australian ARIA Albums Chart[image: External link] number-one album[image: External link]
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	Succeeded by

Sketches for My Sweetheart the Drunk[image: External link]

by Jeff Buckley[image: External link]
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Big Daddy (1999 film)






Big Daddy is a 1999 American comedy film[image: External link] directed by Dennis Dugan and starring Adam Sandler and the Sprouse twins[image: External link]. The film was produced by Robert Simonds[image: External link] and released on June 25, 1999, by Columbia Pictures, where it opened #1 at the box office with a $41,536,370 first weekend[1] as well as a score of 41% on Metacritic[image: External link].[2] It was Adam Sandler's last film before starting his production company, Happy Madison Productions, his first film distributed by Columbia Pictures, and his highest-grossing film until Hotel Transylvania 2 (2015).
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 Plot




Immature 32-year-old bachelor slacker Sonny Koufax lives in New York City and refuses to take on adult responsibility. Despite having a law degree, he refuses to take the bar exam[image: External link], works one day a week as a toll booth attendant and lives off a sizeable legal settlement from a minor accident. His girlfriend, Vanessa, threatens to break up with him unless he grows up. His roommate, Kevin Gerrity, proposes to his podiatrist[image: External link] girlfriend Corinne Maloney before he leaves for China for his law firm, and she accepts. Sonny constantly teases Corinne, especially about her former occupation at Hooters[image: External link].

The next day, Sonny wakes up to find 5-year-old Julian McGrath abandoned at their apartment. A written explanation says that Julian's mother is no longer able to care for him and that Kevin is his biological father. Sonny assures Kevin that he will look after Julian until Kevin returns from China. In order to win Vanessa back, Sonny introduces her to Julian. However, he discovers that she is now dating Sid, a much older man who is more motivated and intelligent and has a "5-year plan."

Posing as Kevin, Sonny takes Julian to his social worker Arthur Brooks, telling him that Julian should return to his mother. However, Brooks informs Sonny that Julian's mother died of cancer. Sonny then decides to raise Julian his own way. As such, the boy nicknames himself Frankenstein and also helps Sonny find a new girlfriend in Corinne's lawyer sister Layla. Brooks finds a foster home for Julian and leaves messages for Sonny, but is suspicious when Sonny does not answer. At a meeting at Julian's school, the teacher is shocked by the terrible habits Sonny has allowed Julian to develop, causing Sonny to rethink his parenting methods. He turns himself and Julian around, but then Brooks arrives to find out Sonny impersonated Kevin and Julian is taken away.

In court, numerous people including Corinne testify on Sonny's behalf and tell the judge he is a suitable father. Julian also testifies, providing relevant information regarding his heritage. As a final straw, Sonny calls himself to the stand and asks his Florida lawyer father Lenny, who is present, to interrogate him. Despite Lenny's fervent belief that Sonny is not father material, Sonny convinces Lenny that he will attempt his best at being a father. Impressed by Sonny's sincerity, Lenny vouches for him. Nonetheless, the unconvinced judge orders Sonny's arrest. However, Kevin confesses to being Julian's biological father and insists they drop the charges. Sonny remains friends with Julian and hands him off to Kevin, watching them bond.

One year later, Sonny has turned his life around: he is now a successful lawyer, is married to Layla, and they have a child of their own. At Sonny's surprise birthday party at a Hooters restaurant attended by Kevin, Corinne, Julian and others, Sonny sees Vanessa working as a waitress, with Sid working as a cook, revealing his "five-year-plan" has gone awry.
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 Cast





	
Adam Sandler as Sonny Koufax

	
Cole and Dylan Sprouse[image: External link] as Julian McGrath

	
Joey Lauren Adams[image: External link] as Layla Maloney

	
Jon Stewart[image: External link] as Kevin Gerrity

	
Leslie Mann[image: External link] as Corinne Maloney

	
Rob Schneider[image: External link] as Nazo

	
Jonathan Loughran as Mike

	
Allen Covert as Phil D'Amato

	
Peter Dante[image: External link] as Tommy Grayton

	
Kristy Swanson[image: External link] as Vanessa

	
Joseph Bologna[image: External link] as Lenny Koufax

	
Steve Buscemi as Homeless Guy

	
Josh Mostel[image: External link] as Arthur Brooks

	
Edmund Lyndeck[image: External link] as Mr. Herlihy

	
Geoffrey Horne[image: External link] as Sid

	
David Spade[image: External link] as restaurant server
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 Release
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 Critical response




Big Daddy received generally bad reviews from critics. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film had an 40% rating by the critics.[3] The Rotten Tomatoes consensus says "Adam Sandler acquits himself admirably, but his charm isn't enough to make up for Big Daddy's jarring shifts between crude humor and mawkish sentimentality." The film received a score of 41% on Metacritic[image: External link].[2]

The film won the People's Choice Awards[image: External link] for Favorite Comedy Motion Picture in 2000. At the 20th Golden Raspberry Awards[image: External link], Big Daddy was nominated for five trophies including Worst Picture, Worst Director for Dennis Dugan, Worst Screenplay, and Worst Supporting Actor for Rob Schneider[image: External link], with Adam Sandler winning Worst Actor.[4]
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 Soundtrack




The film won a BMI[image: External link] Film Music Award.[citation needed[image: External link]] The soundtrack[image: External link] included the following:


	Track listing




	"Sweet Child o' Mine[image: External link]" by Sheryl Crow[image: External link] (Guns N' Roses[image: External link] cover)

	"When I Grow Up[image: External link]" by Garbage[image: External link]


	"Peace Out" by Adam Sandler (a sound clip from a scene in the movie)

	"Just Like This" by Limp Bizkit[image: External link]


	"Only Love Can Break Your Heart[image: External link]" by Everlast[image: External link] (a Neil Young[image: External link] cover)

	"Ga Ga" by Melanie C[image: External link]


	"What Is Life[image: External link]" by George Harrison[image: External link], covered in movie by Shawn Mullins[image: External link]


	"The Kiss" by Adam Sandler (a sound clip from a scene in the movie)

	"Instant Pleasure[image: External link]" by Rufus Wainwright[image: External link]


	"Ooh La La" by The Wiseguys[image: External link]


	"Sid" by Adam Sandler (a sound clip from a scene in the movie)

	"If I Can't Have You[image: External link]" by Yvonne Elliman[image: External link]


	"Smelly Kid" by Adam Sandler (a sound clip from a scene in the movie)

	"Passin' Me By[image: External link]" by The Pharcyde[image: External link] (a sound clip from a scene in the movie)

	" Rush[image: External link]" by Big Audio Dynamite[image: External link]


	"Hooters" by Allen Covert (a sound clip from a scene in the movie)

	" Babe[image: External link]" by Styx[image: External link]


	"Overtime" by Adam Sandler (a sound clip from a scene in the movie)

	"The Kangaroo Song" by Tim Herlihy[image: External link] (made specifically for the movie)

	"The Best of Times[image: External link]" by Styx[image: External link] (only a portion of the song)




	Other songs used in the film




	"Dancing in the Moonlight[image: External link]" by The CrownSayers (originally done by King Harvest[image: External link])

	"Sweet Dreams (Are Made of This)[image: External link]" by Eurythmics[image: External link]


	"Sweet Child o' Mine[image: External link]" a re-recorded version taken from a live version played by Guns N' Roses[image: External link] mixed with a recording with the 1999 Guns N' Roses[image: External link] lineup

	" Jump[image: External link]" by Van Halen[image: External link] background music on the answering machine message in Sonny's apartment

	"Growin' Up[image: External link]" by Bruce Springsteen[image: External link]


	"Save It For Later" by Harvey Danger[image: External link] (originally by The English Beat[image: External link])

	"Blue Collar Man (Long Nights)[image: External link]" by Styx[image: External link]


	"Eye of the Tiger[image: External link]" by Survivor[image: External link]


	"Night's Interlude" by Nightmares on Wax[image: External link] (Song played during opening credits)

	"Fooled Around and Fell in Love[image: External link]" by Elvin Bishop[image: External link]





	Songs from the theatrical trailer not in the film




	"Doo Wa Ditty (Blow That Thing)[image: External link]" by Zapp and Roger[image: External link]


	"You Get What You Give[image: External link]" by New Radicals[image: External link]
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Mr. Deeds






Not to be confused with Mr. Deeds Goes to Town[image: External link].

Mr. Deeds is a 2002 American comedy film[image: External link] directed by Steven Brill[image: External link] and starring Adam Sandler and Winona Ryder[image: External link]. The movie is a remake of the 1936 Frank Capra[image: External link] film Mr. Deeds Goes to Town[image: External link], and also stars Peter Gallagher[image: External link], John Turturro, Allen Covert and Steve Buscemi. The movie was produced by Happy Madison[image: External link] and New Line Cinema[image: External link] and was distributed by Columbia Pictures.
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 Plot




Multibillionaire Preston Blake freezes to death while on a mountain climbing expedition. With no widow or legitimate children, it is initially unclear who would earn the right to Blake's massive fortune.

It is found that Blake has a living grandnephew named Longfellow Deeds (Adam Sandler), who runs a pizzeria[image: External link] in New Hampshire[image: External link] and also writes greeting cards[image: External link] in the hopes that Hallmark[image: External link] may be interested in one. Deeds is contacted and flown to New York City[image: External link] by businessman Chuck Cedar (Peter Gallagher[image: External link]), who is temporarily in control of Blake Media. Deeds' unorthodox helicopter trip includes a stop at a Wendy's[image: External link] for a Frosty[image: External link] as well as a singing of David Bowie[image: External link]'s Space Oddity[image: External link]. Once Deeds arrives in New York, plans are made for him to sell his shares in the company to Cedar and return home $40 billion richer, but he must remain in New York for a few days while all the legal details are worked out.

The story is major news, and reporter[image: External link] Babe Bennett (Winona Ryder[image: External link]), who works for a tabloid[image: External link] show called Inside Access, has a co-worker pretend to steal her purse[image: External link] in sight of Deeds, because their research indicated that Deeds wanted to meet a girl by "rescuing" her, the same way his father had met his mother. Deeds does so, and beats up her "robber", and Babe goes out[image: External link] with him under the disguise of Pam Dawson, a school nurse from a made-up town called Winchestertonfieldville, Iowa[image: External link] (which later turns out to be a real town, which Babe is flabbergasted to find out).

Though Babe initially hopes to just get a good story on the new heir, she eventually falls for the unfailingly kind-hearted Deeds, and decides to tell him that she is not who she says she is, but Inside Access, in concert with Cedar (who was fed the truth by the fake robber and was smitten with Babe) reveals it to Deeds first. Heartbroken and upset, Deeds decides to return home to Mandrake Falls and makes plans to donate his $40 billion inheritance to the United Negro College Fund[image: External link]. After returning to Mandrake Falls, he learns from Crazy Eyes (Steve Buscemi) that Cedar intends to sell off the company, which will cause thousands of people to lose their jobs (Cedar had convinced Longfellow to sell his shares by lying that he will work commanding the company in honor of Preston's lifetime of work). Babe follows Deeds to Mandrake Falls to win him back, but after saving her life when she falls through the ice over a lake, he rejects her, saying he does not really know who she is.

At a shareholders meeting, Cedar has everyone convinced to sell the company, until Deeds (who has bought a single share) arrives and manages to convince everyone not to sell. But Cedar claims control of a majority of the shares and the sale is approved. Bennett arrives and reveals that Emilio Lopez, Preston Blake's longtime butler is his illegitimate son[image: External link] and the true heir as a result of a younger Preston having an amorous affair with his maid in 1958 (at one point he had told Deeds that Blake treated him "like a son"). Realizing Emilio is his cousin, Deeds convinces him they must stop Cedar and that he is the rightful CEO. As a result of Emilio supplanting Longfellow as the heir, Deeds' sale of shares are retracted and Cedar is fired.

Emilio immediately takes control of Blake Media. Babe then reconciles with and kisses Deeds after professing her love for him. As they leave the meeting, Emilio thanks Deeds for his support and offers him a billion dollars, some of which Deeds spends on red Corvettes[image: External link] for everyone in Mandrake Falls. When he returns to the pizzeria with Babe, he learns that Hallmark is interested in buying one of his greeting cards: the one he wrote for Babe when he professed his love for her. They both share a kiss as the movie ends with Crazy Eyes crashing his Corvette and coming out unharmed.
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 Cast





	
Adam Sandler as Longfellow Deeds, Preston Blake's nephew, a friendly, helpful owner of a small-town pizzeria who also writes greeting cards

	
Winona Ryder[image: External link] as Babe Bennett, a reporter for the tabloid TV show Inside Access, who pretends to be Pam Dawson, school nurse, to get close to and gather information on Deeds

	
John Turturro as Emilio Lopez, Preston Blake's long-serving butler and illegitimate son (therefore Deeds' cousin and the true heir to Blake Media). He has a habit of sneaking up on people unexpectedly, and he also has a foot fetish[image: External link].

	
Allen Covert as Marty, a junior reporter for Inside Access, infatuated with and a cohort of Babe, appearing in several disguises to spy on Deeds

	
Peter Gallagher[image: External link] as Chuck Cedar, the CEO for Blake Media, and Preston Blake's longtime number two. He plots to seize control of Blake Media so he can make a huge profit selling it.

	
Jared Harris[image: External link] as Mac McGrath, the arrogant head of Inside Access who reports on Deeds' antics in New York.

	
Erick Avari[image: External link] as Cecil Anderson, the good-hearted General Counsel[image: External link] for Blake Media

	
Rob Schneider[image: External link] (uncredited, in two brief scenes) as Nazo, a food delivery man, the same character in another Sandler film, Big Daddy


	
Peter Dante[image: External link] as Murph, one of Deeds' drunkard friends who works at his pizzeria

	
Conchata Ferrell[image: External link] as Jan, a close friend of Deeds who works in the pizzeria and is a retired rodeo clown

	
Harve Presnell[image: External link] as Preston Blake, the billionaire founder of Blake Media who dies at the beginning of the film

	
Steve Buscemi as Crazy Eyes, a citizen of Mandrake Falls and one of Deeds' customers; he suffers from severe amblyopia[image: External link]


	
Brandon Molale[image: External link] as Kevin Ward, the New York Jets[image: External link] quarterback

	
Blake Clark[image: External link] as Buddy Ward, Kevin Ward's father

	
John McEnroe[image: External link] as himself

	
Radio Man[image: External link] as himself; a homeless man who lives in Central Park[image: External link]


	
Jennifer Tisdale[image: External link] as a Card Reader

	
Al Sharpton[image: External link] as himself

	
J.B. Smoove[image: External link] as Reuben

	
Walter Williamson[image: External link] as Kurt

	
Roark Critchlow[image: External link] as William

	Billy St. John as George

	
George Wallace[image: External link] as UNCF administrator

	
Aloma Wright[image: External link] as Coretta Keeling
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 Production




The producers were looking for a small, "old-fashioned, New England-type" town close to New York, when they serendipitously discovered New Milford, Connecticut[image: External link], and, upon having lunch there at "The Bistro Cafe", decided the town would be the perfect choice to portray the fictional home-town of Deeds, Mandrake Falls, New Hampshire, and the cafe was a great location to use as "'Deeds' Pizza" restaurant.[1] Some scenes were also shot in Carmel[image: External link], New York.
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 Critical response




The film received mainly negative reviews from critics. On Yahoo! Movies[image: External link], it was graded a C- from critics and a B- from users. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the movie received a rating of 22%, with the average rating score of 4 out of 10. Mr. Deeds received three Razzie Award[image: External link] nominations including Worst Actor (Adam Sandler), Worst Actress (Winona Ryder[image: External link]) and Worst Remake or Sequel.
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 Box office




Though critically panned, the film was a major financial success. Box office:


	United States: US$[image: External link]126,293,453

	International: US$44,976,084

	Gross worldwide: US$171,269,537[2]
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 Music
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 Soundtrack






	No.
	Title
	Music
	Length



	1.
	"Where Are You Going[image: External link]"
	Dave Matthews Band[image: External link]
	3:52



	2.
	" Sing[image: External link]"
	Travis[image: External link]
	3:48



	3.
	"Let My Love Open the Door[image: External link]"
	Pete Townshend[image: External link]
	2:44



	4.
	"Sweetest Thing[image: External link]"
	U2[image: External link]
	3:03



	5.
	"Wrong Impression[image: External link]"
	Natalie Imbruglia[image: External link]
	4:15



	6.
	"Happy in the Meantime"
	Lit[image: External link]
	 



	7.
	"Island in the Sun[image: External link]"
	Weezer[image: External link]
	3:20



	8.
	"Friends & Family"
	Trik Turner[image: External link]
	 



	9.
	"Space Oddity[image: External link]"
	Adam Sandler & David Bowie[image: External link]
	5:15



	10.
	"Falling"
	Ben Kweller[image: External link]
	 



	11.
	"Go to Town"
	Counting Crows[image: External link]
	 



	12.
	"I've Seen All Good People[image: External link]"
	Yes[image: External link]
	3:21
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Count Dracula






For the film, see Count Dracula (1970 film)[image: External link]. For other uses, see Dracula (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Count Dracula is the title character[image: External link] of Bram Stoker[image: External link]'s 1897 gothic horror[image: External link] novel Dracula[image: External link]. He is considered to be both the prototypical and the archetypal vampire[image: External link] in subsequent works of fiction. He is also depicted in the novel to be the origin of werewolf[image: External link] legends.[12] Some aspects of the character are believed to have been inspired by the 15th-century Wallachian[image: External link] Prince Vlad III the Impaler[image: External link], who was also known as Dracula. Other character aspects have been added or altered in subsequent popular fictional works. The character has subsequently appeared frequently in popular culture[image: External link], from films to animated media to breakfast cereals.
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 Stoker's creation




Bram Stoker's novel takes the form of an epistolary tale[image: External link], in which Count Dracula's characteristics, powers, abilities and weaknesses are narrated by multiple narrators[image: External link], from different perspectives.[13]

Count[image: External link] Dracula is an undead[image: External link], centuries-old vampire, and a Transylvanian[image: External link] nobleman who claims to be a Székely[image: External link] descended from Attila the Hun[image: External link]. He inhabits a decaying castle in the Carpathian Mountains[image: External link] near the Borgo Pass[image: External link]. Unlike the vampires of Eastern European[image: External link] folklore, which are portrayed as repulsive, corpse-like creatures, Dracula wears a veneer of aristocratic charm. In his conversations with Jonathan Harker, he reveals himself as deeply proud of his boyar[image: External link] heritage and nostalgic for the past, which he admits have become only a memory of heroism, honour and valour in modern times.
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 Early life




Details of his early life are obscure, but it is mentioned "he was in life a most wonderful man. Soldier, statesman, and alchemist[image: External link]. Which latter was the highest development of the science knowledge of his time. He had a mighty brain, a learning beyond compare, and a heart that knew no fear and no remorse... there was no branch of knowledge of his time that he did not essay."[14] He studied the black arts[image: External link] at the academy of Scholomance[image: External link] in the Carpathian Mountains, overlooking the town of Sibiu[image: External link] (also known as Hermannstadt) and has a deep knowledge of alchemy and magic[image: External link].[15] Taking up arms, as befitting his rank and status as a voivode[image: External link], he led troops against the Turks[image: External link] across the Danube[image: External link]. According to his nemesis Abraham Van Helsing[image: External link], "He must indeed have been that Voivode Dracula[image: External link] who won his name against the Turk, over the great river on the very frontier of Turkey[image: External link]-land. If it be so, then was he no common man: for in that time, and for centuries after, he was spoken of as the cleverest and the most cunning, as well as the bravest of the sons of the land beyond the forest[image: External link]."[16] Dead and buried in a great tomb in the chapel of his castle, Dracula returns from death as a vampire and lives for several centuries in his castle with three terrifyingly beautiful female vampires beside him.[17]
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 Narrative
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 Short story




In "Dracula's Guest", the narrative follows an unnamed Englishman traveller as he wanders around Munich[image: External link] before leaving for Transylvania. It is Walpurgis Night[image: External link] and the young Englishman foolishly leaves his hotel, in spite of the coachman's warnings, and wanders through a dense forest alone. Along the way, he feels that he is being watched by a tall and thin stranger (possibly Count Dracula).

The short story climaxes in an old graveyard, where the Englishman encounters a sleeping female vampire called Countess Dolingen in a marble tomb with a large iron stake driven into it. This malevolent and beautiful vampire awakens from her marble bier[image: External link] to conjure a snowstorm before being struck by lightning and returning to her eternal prison. However, the Englishman's troubles are not quite over, as he is dragged away by an unseen force and rendered unconscious. He awakens to find a "gigantic" wolf lying on his chest and licking at his throat; however, the wolf merely keeps him warm and protects him until help arrives. When the Englishman is finally taken back to his hotel, a telegram awaits him from his expectant host Dracula, with a warning about "dangers from snow and wolves and night".
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 Novel




As the Dracula novel begins in the late 19th century[image: External link], Dracula acts on a long-contemplated plan for world domination, and infiltrates London[image: External link] to begin his reign of terror. He summons Jonathan Harker[image: External link], a newly qualified English[image: External link] solicitor, to provide legal support for a real estate[image: External link] transaction overseen by Harker's employer. Dracula at first charms Harker with his cordiality and historical knowledge, and even rescues him from the clutches of the three female vampires[image: External link] in the castle. In truth, however, Dracula merely wishes to keep Harker alive long enough to complete the legal transaction and to learn as much as possible about England.

Dracula leaves his castle and boards a Russian ship, the Demeter, taking along with him 50 boxes of Transylvanian soil, which he needs in order to regain his strength and rest during daylight. During the voyage to Whitby[image: External link], a coastal town in northern England, he sustains himself on the ship's crew members. Only one body is later found, that of the captain, who is found tied up to the ship's helm. The captain's log[image: External link] is recovered and tells of strange events that had taken place during the ship's journey. Dracula leaves the ship in the form of a dog.

Soon the Count is menacing Harker's fiancée, Wilhelmina "Mina" Murray[image: External link], and her friend, Lucy Westenra[image: External link]. There is also a notable link between Dracula and Renfield[image: External link], a patient in an insane asylum[image: External link] overseen by John Seward[image: External link], who is compelled to consume insects, spiders[image: External link], birds, and other creatures—in ascending order of size—in order to absorb their "life force". Renfield acts as a kind of sensor, reacting to Dracula's proximity and supplying clues accordingly. Dracula begins to visit Lucy's bed chamber on a nightly basis, draining her of blood while simultaneously infecting her with the curse of vampirism[image: External link]. Not knowing the cause for Lucy's deterioration, her three suitors - Seward, Arthur Holmwood[image: External link] and Quincey Morris[image: External link] - call upon Seward's mentor, the Dutch doctor Abraham Van Helsing[image: External link]. Van Helsing soon deduces her condition's supernatural[image: External link] origins, but does not speak out. Despite an attempt at keeping the vampire at bay with garlic[image: External link], Dracula attacks Lucy's house one final time, killing her mother and transforming Lucy herself into one of the undead.

Harker escapes Dracula's castle and returns to England, barely alive and deeply traumatized. On Seward's suggestion, Mina seeks Van Helsing's assistance in assessing Harker's health. She reads his journal and passes it along to Van Helsing. This unfolds the first clue to the identity of Lucy's assailant, which later prompts Mina to collect all of the events of Dracula's appearance in news articles, saved letters, newspaper clippings and the journals of each member of the group. This assists the group in investigating Dracula's movements and later discovering that Renfield's behaviour is directly influenced by Dracula. They then discover that Dracula has purchased a residence just next door to Seward's. The group gathers intelligence to track the location of Dracula for the purpose of destroying him.

After Lucy attacks several children, Van Helsing, Seward, Holmwood and Morris enter her crypt and kill her to save her soul. Later, Harker joins them and the party work to discover Dracula's intentions. Harker aids the party in tracking down the locations of the boxes to the various residences of Dracula and discovers that Dracula purchased multiple real estate properties 'over the counter' throughout the North, South, East and West sides of London[18] under the alias 'Count De Ville'.[19] Dracula's main plan was to move each of his 50 boxes of earth to his various properties in order to arrange multiple lairs throughout and around the perimeter of London.[20]

The party pries open each of the graves, places wafers of Sacramental bread[image: External link] within each of them, and seals them shut. This deprives the Count of his ability to seek safety in those boxes.[21] Dracula gains entry into Seward's residence by coercing an invitation out of Renfield. As he attempts to enter the room in which Harker and Mina are staying, Renfield tries to stop him; Dracula then mortally wounds him. With his dying breath, Renfield tells Seward and Van Helsing that Dracula is after Mina. Van Helsing and Seward discover Dracula biting Mina then forcing her to drink his blood. The group repel Dracula using crucifixes[image: External link] and sacramental bread, forcing Dracula to flee by turning into a dark vapor. The party continue to hunt Dracula to search for his remaining lairs.[22] Although Dracula's 'baptism' of Mina grants him a telepathic[image: External link] link to her, it backfires when Van Helsing hypnotizes Mina and uses her supernatural link with Dracula to track him as he flees back to Transylvania.

The heroes follow Dracula back to Transylvania, and in a climactic battle with Dracula's gypsy[image: External link] bodyguards, finally destroy him. Despite the popular image of Dracula having a stake driven through his heart to kill him, Mina's narrative describes his decapitation[image: External link] by Harker's kukri[image: External link] while Morris simultaneously pierced his heart with a Bowie knife[image: External link] (Mina Harker's Journal, 6 November, Dracula Chapter 27). His body then turns into dust, but not before Mina sees an expression of peace on his face.
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 Characteristics




Although early in the novel Dracula dons a mask of cordiality, he often flies into fits of rage when his plans are frustrated. When the three vampire women who live in his castle attempt to seduce Jonathan Harker, Dracula physically assaults one and ferociously berates them for their insubordination. He then relents and talks to them more kindly, telling them that he does indeed love each of them.

He has an appreciation for ancient architecture, and when purchasing a home he prefers them to be aged, saying "A new home would kill me", and that to make a new home habitable to him would take a century.[23]

Dracula is very proud of his warrior heritage, proclaiming his pride to Harker on how the Székely people are infused with the blood of heroes. He also expresses an interest in the history of the British Empire[image: External link], speaking admiringly of its people. He has a somewhat primal and predatory worldview; he pities ordinary humans for their revulsion to their darker impulses. He is not without human emotions, however; he often says that he too can love.[24]

Though usually portrayed as having a strong Eastern European accent, the original novel only specifies that his spoken English[image: External link] is excellent, though strangely toned.

His appearance varies in age. He is described early in the novel as thin, with a long white mustache, pointed ears and sharp teeth.[25] It is also noted later in the novel (Chapter 11 subsection "The Escaped Wolf") by a zookeeper who sees him that he has a hooked nose and a pointed beard with a streak of white in it. He is dressed all in black and has hair on his palms. Jonathan Harker described him as an old man, "cruel looking" and giving an effect of "extraordinary pallor".[25] When angered, the Count showed his true bestial nature, his blue eyes flaming red.


I saw... Count Dracula... with red light of triumph in his eyes, and with a smile that Judas[image: External link] in hell[image: External link] might be proud of.

— Jonathan Harker's Journal, Dracula, Chapter 4



As the novel progresses, Dracula is described as taking on a more and more youthful appearance. After Harker strikes him with a shovel, he is left with a scar on his forehead which he bears throughout the course of the novel.
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 Powers and weaknesses




Count Dracula is portrayed in the novel using many different supernatural[image: External link] abilities, and is believed to have gained his abilities through dealings with the Devil[image: External link]. Chapter 18 of the novel describes many of the abilities, limitations and weaknesses of Dracula and vampires in particular. Dracula has superhuman strength which, according to Van Helsing, is equivalent to that of 20 strong men. He does not cast a shadow or have a reflection from mirrors. He is immune to conventional means of attack; a sailor tries to stab him in the back with a knife, but the blade goes through his body as though it is air.[26] Why Harker's and Morris' physical attacks are able to harm him in other parts of the book is never explained although it is noteworthy that the failed stabbing by the sailor occurred at night and the successful attacks were during daylight hours. The Count can defy gravity[image: External link] to a certain extent and possesses superhuman agility, able to climb vertical surfaces upside down in a reptilian manner. He can travel onto "unhallowed" ground such as the graves of suicides and those of his victims. He has powerful hypnotic[image: External link], telepathic[image: External link] and illusionary[image: External link] abilities. He also has the ability to "within limitations" vanish and reappear elsewhere[image: External link] at will. If he knows the path, he can come out from anything or into anything regardless of how close it is bound even if it is fused with fire.[27]

He has amassed cunning and wisdom throughout centuries, and he is unable to die by the mere passing of time alone.[27]

He can command animals such as rats, owls, bats, moths, foxes and wolves. However, his control over these animals is limited, as seen when the party first enters his house in London. Although Dracula is able to summon thousands of rats to swarm and attack the group, Seward summons a pack of hounds to devour the rats. The rats are so frightened of the dogs that they flee, and any control which Dracula had over them is gone.[28]

Dracula can also manipulate the weather and, within his range, is able to direct the elements, such as storms, fog and mist.[27]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Shapeshifting




Dracula can shapeshift[image: External link] at will, able to grow and become small, his featured forms in the novel being that of a bat, a wolf, a large dog and a fog or mist. When the moonlight is shining, he can travel as elemental dust within its rays. He is able to pass through tiny cracks or crevices while retaining his human form or in the form of a vapour; described by Van Helsing as the ability to slip through a hairbreadth space of a tomb door or coffin. This is also an ability used by his victim Lucy as a vampire. When the party breaks into her tomb, they dismantle the secured coffin to find it completely empty; her corpse being no longer located within.[29]
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 Vampirism




One of Dracula's most mysterious powers is the ability to turn others into vampires by biting them. According to Van Helsing:


When they become such, there comes with the change the curse of immortality; they cannot die, but must go on age after age adding new victims and multiplying the evils of the world. For all that die from the preying of the Un-dead become themselves Un-dead, and prey on their kind. And so the circle goes on ever widening, like as the ripples from a stone thrown in the water. Friend Arthur, if you had met that kiss which you know of before poor Lucy die, or again, last night when you open your arms to her, you would in time, when you had died, have become nosferatu, as they call it in Eastern europe, and would for all time make more of those Un-Deads that so have filled us with horror.

— Dr. Seward[image: External link]'s journal, Dracula, Chapter 16



The vampire bite itself does not cause death. It is the method vampires use to drain blood of the victim and to increase their influence over them. This is described by Van Helsing:


The Nosferatu[image: External link] do not die like the bees when they sting once. He is only stronger, and being stronger, have yet more power to work evil.

— Mina Harker[image: External link]'s journal, Dracula, Chapter 18



Victims who are bitten by a vampire and do not die, are hypnotically influenced by them:


Those children whose blood she suck are not yet so much worse; but if she live on, Un-Dead, more and more lose their blood and by her power over them they come to her.

— Mina Harker[image: External link]'s journal, Dracula, Chapter 18



Van Helsing later describes the aftermath of a bitten victim when the vampire has been killed:


But if she die in truth, then all cease; the tiny wounds of the throats disappear, and they go back to their plays unknowing of whatever has been.

— Mina Harker[image: External link]'s journal, Dracula, Chapter 18



As Dracula slowly drains Lucy's blood, she dies from acute blood loss and later transforms into a vampire, despite the efforts of Seward and Van Helsing to provide her with blood transfusions[image: External link].[30]

He is aided by powers of necromancy[image: External link] and divination[image: External link] of the dead, that all who die by his hand may reanimate and do his bidding.[27]
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 Bloodletting




Dracula requires no other sustenance but fresh human blood, which has the effect of rejuvenating him and allowing him to grow younger. His power is drawn from the blood of others, and he cannot survive without it.[27][31] Although drinking blood can rejuvenate his youth and strength, it does not give him the ability to regenerate; months after being struck on the head by a shovel, he still bears a scar from the impact.[32]

Dracula's preferred victims are women.[33] Harker states that he believes Dracula has a state of fasting as well as a state of feeding.[34] Dracula does state to Mina however that exerting his abilities caused a desire to feed.[35]
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 Vampire's Baptism of Blood




Count Dracula is depicted as the "King Vampire[image: External link]", and can control other vampires. To punish Mina and the party for their efforts against him, Dracula bites her on at least three occasions. He also forces her to drink his blood; this act curses her with the effects of vampirism and gives him a telepathic link to her thoughts.[36] However, hypnotism was only able to be done before dawn.[37] Van Helsing refers to the act of drinking blood by both the vampire and the victim "the Vampire's Baptism of Blood".[38]



	“
	you, their best beloved one, are now to me, flesh of my flesh, blood of my blood, kin of my kin, my bountiful wine-press for a while, and shall be later on my companion and my helper. You shall be avenged in turn, for not one of them but shall minister to your needs. But as yet you are to be punished for what you have done. You have aided in thwarting me. Now you shall come to my call. When my brain says ‘Come!’ to you, you shall cross land or sea to do my bidding.[39]

	”




The effects changes Mina' physically and mentally over time. A few moments after Dracula attacks her, Van Helsing takes a wafer of sacramental bread and places it on her forehead to bless her; when the bread touches her skin, it burns her and leaves a scar on her forehead. Her teeth start growing longer but do not grow sharper. She begins to lose her appetite, feeling repulsed by normal food,[40] begins to sleep more and more during the day; cannot wake unless at sunset and stops writing in her diary. When Van Helsing later crumbles the same bread in a circle around her, she is unable to cross or leave the circle, discovering a new form of protection.[41]

Dracula's death can release the curse on any living victim of eventual transformation into vampire. However, Van Helsing reveals that were he to successfully escape, his continued existence would ensure that even if he did not victimize Mina further, she would transform into a vampire upon her eventual natural death.
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 Limitations of his powers




Dracula is much less powerful in daylight and is only able to shift his form at dawn, noon, and dusk (he can shift his form freely at night or if he is at his grave). The sun is not fatal to him, though, as sunlight does not burn and destroy him upon contact, most of his abilities cease.


The sun that rose on our sorrow this morning guards us in its course. Until it sets to-night, that monster must retain whatever form he now has. He is confined within the limitations of his earthly envelope. He cannot melt into thin air nor disappear through cracks or chinks or crannies. If he go through a doorway, he must open the door like a mortal.

— Johnathan Harker[image: External link]'s journal, Dracula, Chapter 22




His power ceases, as does that all of all evil things, at the coming of the day. Only at certain times can he have limited freedom. If he be not at the place whither he is bound, he can only change himself at noon or exact sunrise or sunset.

— Mina Harker[image: External link]'s journal, Dracula, Chapter 18



He is also limited in his ability to travel, as he can only cross running water at low or high tide. Due to this, he is unable to fly across a river in the form of a bat or mist or even by himself board a boat or step off a boat onto a dock unless he is physically carried over with assistance. He is also unable to enter a place unless invited to do so by someone of the household, even a visitor; once invited, he can enter and leave the premises at will.[27]
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 Weaknesses
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 Thirst




Dracula has a bloodlust[image: External link] which he is seemingly unable to control. At the sight of blood he becomes enveloped in a demonic[image: External link] fury which is fueled by the need to feed. Other adaptations call this uncontrollable state 'the thirst'.
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 Religious symbolism




There are items which afflict him to the point he has no power and can even calm him from his insatiable appetite for blood. He is repulsed by garlic, as well as sacred items and symbols such as crucifixes[image: External link], and sacramental bread[image: External link].



at the instant I saw that the cut had bled a little, and the blood was trickling over my chin. I laid down the razor, turning as I did so half round to look for some sticking plaster. When the Count saw my face, his eyes blazed with a sort of demoniac fury, and he suddenly made a grab at my throat. I drew away and his hand touched the string of beads which held the crucifix. It made an instant change in him, for the fury passed so quickly that I could hardly believe that it was ever there.

— Jonathan Harker's Journal, Dracula[image: External link], Chapter 2



Placing the branch of a wild rose[image: External link] upon the top of his coffin will render him unable to escape it; a sacred bullet fired into the coffin could kill him so that he remain true-dead[image: External link].[27]

Mountain Ash[image: External link] is also described as a form of protection from a vampire although the effects are unknown.[42] This was believed to be used as protection against evil spirits and witches during the Victorian era[image: External link].
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 Death-sleep




The state of rest to which vampires are prone to during times of day is described in the novel as a deathlike sleep where the vampire sleeps open-eyed, is unable to awaken or move, yet also may be unaware of any presence of individuals who may be trespassing. Dracula is portrayed as being active in daylight at least once in order to pursue a victim. Dracula also purchases many properties throughout London 'over the counter' which shows that he does have the ability to have some type of presence in daylight.



	“
	on a pile of newly dug earth, lay the Count! He was either dead or asleep. I could not say which, for eyes were open and stony, but without the glassiness of death, and the cheeks had the warmth of life through all their pallor. The lips were as red as ever. But there was no sign of movement, no pulse, no breath, no beating of the heart. I bent over him, and tried to find any sign of life, but in vain... I thought he might have the keys on him, but when I went to search I saw the dead eyes, and in them dead though they were, such a look of hate, though unconscious of me or my presence, that I fled from the place, and leaving the Count’s room by the window[43]

	”




He requires Transylvanian soil to be nearby to him in a foreign land or to be entombed within his coffin within Transylvania in order to successfully rest; otherwise, he will be unable to recover his strength. This has forced him to transport many boxes of Transylvanian earth to each of his residences in London. It should be noted however that he is most powerful when he is within his Earth-Home, Coffin-Home, Hell-Home, or any place unhallowed.[27][44]

Further, if Dracula or any vampire has had their fill in blood upon feeding, they will be caused to rest in this dead state even longer than usual.[45]
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 Other abilities




While universally feared by the local people of Transylvania and even beyond, Dracula commands the loyalty of gypsies and a band of Slovaks who transport his boxes on their way to London and to serve as an armed convoy bringing his coffin back to his castle. The Slovaks and gypsies appear to know his true nature, for they laugh at Harker when he tries to communicate his plight, and betray Harker's attempt to send a letter through them by giving it to the Count.

Dracula seems to be able to hold influence over people with mental disorders, such as Renfield, who is never bitten but who worships Dracula, referring to him over the course of the novel as "Master" and "Lord". Dracula also afflicts Lucy with chronic sleepwalking, putting her into a trance-like state that allows them not only to submit to his will but also seek him and satisfy his need to feed.

Dracula's powers and weaknesses vary greatly in the many adaptations. Previous and subsequent vampires from different legends have had similar vampire characteristics[image: External link].
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 Character development subsequent to the novel




Main article: Dracula in popular culture[image: External link]


Dracula is one of the most famous characters in popular culture[image: External link]. He has been portrayed by more actors in more visual media adaptations of the novel than any other horror character.[46] Actors who have played him include Max Schreck[image: External link], Béla Lugosi[image: External link], John Carradine[image: External link], Christopher Lee, Francis Lederer[image: External link], Denholm Elliott[image: External link], Jack Palance[image: External link], Louis Jourdan[image: External link], Frank Langella[image: External link], Klaus Kinski[image: External link], Gary Oldman[image: External link], Leslie Nielsen[image: External link], George Hamilton[image: External link], Keith-Lee Castle[image: External link], Gerard Butler, Duncan Regehr[image: External link], Richard Roxburgh[image: External link], Marc Warren[image: External link], Rutger Hauer[image: External link], Stephen Billington[image: External link], Thomas Kretschmann[image: External link], Dominic Purcell[image: External link], Luke Evans[image: External link] and Lon Chaney Jr.[image: External link]. In 2003, Count Dracula, as portrayed by Lugosi in the 1931 film[image: External link], was named as the 33rd greatest movie villain[image: External link] by the AFI[image: External link].

The character is closely associated with the western cultural archetype[image: External link] of the vampire, and remains a popular Halloween[image: External link] costume.

Count Dracula appears in Mad Monster Party?[image: External link] voiced by Allen Swift[image: External link]. This version is shown to be wearing a monocle. Count Dracula is among the monsters that Baron Boris von Frankenstein invites to the Isle of Evil in order to show off the secret of total destruction and announce his retirement from the Worldwide Organization of Monsters. In Sesame Street[image: External link], there is a character called Count von Count[image: External link] who was based on Bela Lugosi's interpretation of Count Dracula. Count Dracula appears in Mad Mad Mad Monsters[image: External link] (a "prequel of sorts" to Mad Monster Party?) voiced again by Allen Swift. He and his son are invited by Baron Henry von Frankenstein to attend the wedding of Frankenstein's Monster[image: External link] and its mate[image: External link] at the Transylvania Astoria Hotel. Dracula[image: External link] is the primary antagonist of the Castlevania[image: External link] video game series and the main protagonist of the Lords of Shadow[image: External link] reboot series. Dracula appears as the lead character of Dracula the Un-dead[image: External link], a novel by Stoker's great-grand nephew Dacre[image: External link] presented as a sequel to the original.
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 Modern and postmodern analyses of the character




Already in 1958, Cecil Kirtly proposed that Count Dracula shared his personal past with the historical Transylvanian[image: External link]-born Voivode Vlad III Dracula[image: External link] of Wallachia[image: External link], also known as Vlad the Impaler or Vlad Țepeș. Following the publication of In Search of Dracula by Radu Florescu[image: External link] and Raymond McNally[image: External link] in 1972, this supposed connection attracted much popular attention.

Historically, the name "Dracula" is the given name of Vlad Țepeș' family, a name derived from a secret fraternal order of knights called the Order of the Dragon[image: External link], founded by Sigismund of Luxembourg[image: External link] (king of Hungary[image: External link] and Bohemia[image: External link], and Holy Roman Emperor[image: External link]) to uphold Christianity[image: External link] and defend the Empire against the Ottoman Turks[image: External link]. Vlad II Dracul[image: External link], father of Vlad III, was admitted to the order around 1431 because of his bravery in fighting the Turks and was dubbed Dracul ( Dragon[image: External link]) thus his son became Dracula (son of the dragon). From 1431 onward, Vlad II wore the emblem of the order and later, as ruler of Wallachia, his coinage bore the dragon symbol.[47]

Stoker came across the name Dracula in his reading on Romanian history[image: External link], and chose this to replace the name (Count Wampyr) that he had originally intended to use for his villain. However, some Dracula scholars, led by Elizabeth Miller[image: External link], have questioned the depth of this connection as early as 1998. They argue that Stoker in fact knew little of the historic Vlad III except for the name "Dracula". While having a conversation with Jonathan Harker in Chapter 3, Dracula refers to his own background, and these speeches show elements which Stoker directly copied from Wilkinson[image: External link]'s book.[citation needed[image: External link]] Stoker mentions the Voivode of the Dracula race who fought against the Turks after the defeat in the Battle of Kosovo[image: External link], and was later betrayed by his brother, historical facts which unequivocally point to Vlad III, described as "Voïvode Dracula" by Wilkinson:


Who was it but one of my own race who as Voivode crossed the Danube and beat the Turk on his own ground? This was a Dracula indeed! Woe was it that his own unworthy brother, when he had fallen, sold his people to the Turk and brought the shame of slavery on them! Was it not this Dracula, indeed, who inspired that other of his race who in a later age again and again brought his forces over the great river into Turkey-land; who, when he was beaten back, came again, and again, though he had to come alone from the bloody field where his troops were being slaughtered, since he knew that he alone could ultimately triumph! (Chapter 3, pp 19)



The Count's intended identity is later commented by Professor Van Helsing, referring to a letter from his friend Arminius:


He must, indeed, have been that Voivode Dracula who won his name against the Turk, over the great river on the very frontier of Turkey-land. (Chapter 18, pp 145)



This indeed encourages the reader to identify the Count with the Voivode Dracula first mentioned by him in Chapter 3, the one betrayed by his brother: Vlad III Dracula, betrayed by his brother Radu the Handsome, who had chosen the side of the Turks. But as noted by the Dutch author Hans Corneel de Roos, in Chapter 25, Van Helsing and Mina drop this rudimentary connection to Vlad III and instead describe the Count's personal past as that of "that other of his race" who lived "in a later age". By smoothly exchanging Vlad III for a nameless double, Stoker avoided that his main character could be unambiguously linked to a historical person traceable in any history book.

Similarly, the novelist did not want to disclose the precise site of the Count's residence, Castle Dracula. As confirmed by Stoker's own handwritten research notes, the novelist had a specific location for the Castle in mind while writing the narrative: an empty mountain top in the Transylvanian Kelemen Alps near the former border with Moldavia.[48] Efforts to promote the Poenari Castle (ca. 200 km away from the novel's place of action near the Borgo Pass) as the "real Castle Dracula" have no basis in Stoker’s writing; Stoker did not know this building. Regarding the Bran Castle[image: External link] near Brașov, Stoker possibly saw an illustration of Castle Bran (Törzburg) in Charles Boner[image: External link]'s book on Transylvania.[49] Although Stoker may have been inspired by its romantic appearance, neither Boner, nor Mazuchelli nor Crosse (who also mention Terzburg or Törzburg) associate it with Vlad III; for the site of his fictitious Castle Dracula, Stoker preferred an empty mountain top.

Furthermore, Stoker's detailed notes reveal that the novelist was very well aware of the ethnic and geo-political differences between the "Roumanians" or "Wallachs"/"Wallachians", descendants of the Dacians, and the Székelys or Szeklers, allies of the Magyars or Hungarians, whose interests were opposed to that of the Wallachians. In the novel's original typewritten manuscript, the Count speaks of throwing off the "Austrian yoke", which corresponds to the Szekler political point of view. This expression is crossed out, however, and replaced by "Hungarian yoke" (as appearing in the printed version), which matches the historical perspective of the Wallachians. This has been interpreted by some to mean that Stoker opted for the Wallachian, not the Szekler interpretation, thus lending more consistency to the Romanian identity of his Count: although not identical with Vlad III, the Vampire is portrayed as one of the "Dracula race".[50]
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 Screen portrayals






	Year
	Production
	Actor
	Notes



	1921
	Dracula's Death[image: External link]
	Erik Vanko
	



	1922
	Nosferatu[image: External link]
	Max Schreck[image: External link]
	Renamed Count Orlok[image: External link] for legal reasons



	1931
	Dracula[image: External link]
	Bela Lugosi[image: External link]
	



	1931
	Dracula[image: External link]
	Carlos Villar[image: External link]
	Spanish version using Lugosi's sets and a different cast and crew.



	1943
	Son of Dracula[image: External link]
	Lon Chaney, Jr.[image: External link]
	



	1944
	House of Frankenstein[image: External link]
	John Carradine[image: External link]
	



	1945
	House of Dracula[image: External link]
	John Carradine
	



	1948
	Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein[image: External link]
	Bela Lugosi
	



	1953
	Drakula İstanbul'da[image: External link]
	Atıf Kaptan
	



	1958
	Dracula[image: External link]
	Christopher Lee
	



	1958
	The Return of Dracula[image: External link]
	Francis Lederer[image: External link]
	



	1966
	Dracula: Prince of Darkness[image: External link]
	Christopher Lee
	



	1966
	Billy the Kid vs Dracula[image: External link]"
	John Carradine
	



	1968
	Dracula Has Risen from the Grave[image: External link]
	Christopher Lee
	



	1968
	Dracula[image: External link]
	Denholm Elliott
	Episode of UK TV series Mystery and Imagination[image: External link]



	1969
	The Magic Christian[image: External link]
	Christopher Lee
	



	1970
	Count Dracula[image: External link]
	Christopher Lee
	



	1970
	Taste the Blood of Dracula[image: External link]
	Christopher Lee
	



	1970
	One More Time[image: External link]
	Christopher Lee
	



	1970
	Scars of Dracula[image: External link]
	Christopher Lee
	



	1971
	Cuadecuc, vampir[image: External link]
	Christopher Lee
	



	1972
	Blacula[image: External link]
	Charles Macaulay
	



	1972
	Dracula A.D. 1972[image: External link]
	Christopher Lee
	



	1972
	Count Dracula's Great Love[image: External link]
	Paul Naschy
	



	1974
	Dan Curtis' Dracula[image: External link]
	Jack Palance[image: External link]
	TV movie



	1974
	Blood for Dracula[image: External link]
	Udo Kier
	



	1976
	Dracula and Son[image: External link]
	Christopher Lee
	



	1977
	Count Dracula[image: External link]
	Louis Jourdan[image: External link]
	



	1979
	Nosferatu the Vampyre[image: External link]
	Klaus Kinski[image: External link]
	Remake of Nosferatu (1922) with the novel's character names restored.



	1979
	Cliffhangers[image: External link]
	Michael Nouri[image: External link]
	Episode: "The Curse of Dracula"



	1979
	Love at First Bite[image: External link]
	George Hamilton[image: External link]
	



	1979
	Dracula[image: External link]
	Frank Langella[image: External link]
	



	1987
	The Monster Squad[image: External link]
	Duncan Regehr[image: External link]
	



	1992
	Bram Stoker's Dracula[image: External link]
	Gary Oldman[image: External link]
	



	1995
	Dracula: Dead and Loving It[image: External link]
	Leslie Nielsen[image: External link]
	



	2000
	Dracula 2000[image: External link]
	Gerard Butler
	



	2000
	Buffy the Vampire Slayer[image: External link]
	Rudolf Martin[image: External link]
	Episode: "Buffy vs. Dracula[image: External link]"



	2001
	Dracula, the Musical[image: External link]
	Tom Hewitt[image: External link]
	



	2004
	Van Helsing[image: External link]
	Richard Roxburgh[image: External link]
	



	2004
	Blade: Trinity[image: External link]
	Dominic Purcell[image: External link]
	



	2004
	Dracula 3000[image: External link]
	Langley Kirkwood[image: External link]
	



	2005
	The Batman vs. Dracula[image: External link]
	Peter Stormare[image: External link]
	Animated film



	2006
	Dracula[image: External link]
	Marc Warren[image: External link]
	Television film



	2006-2014
	Young Dracula[image: External link]
	Keith-Lee Castle[image: External link]
	TV-series



	2012
	Dracula 3D[image: External link]
	Thomas Kretschmann[image: External link]
	



	2012
	Hotel Transylvania
	Adam Sandler
	Animated film



	2013
	Dracula[image: External link]
	Jonathan Rhys Meyers[image: External link]
	TV series



	2014
	Dracula Untold[image: External link]
	Luke Evans[image: External link]
	



	2015
	Hotel Transylvania 2
	Adam Sandler
	Animated film



	2016
	Penny Dreadful[image: External link]
	Christian Camargo[image: External link]
	TV series



	2017
	The Lego Batman Movie[image: External link]
	
	Animated film



	2018
	Hotel Transylvania 3
	Adam Sandler
	Animated film
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 In popular culture




Main article: Dracula in popular culture[image: External link]
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 See also





	Dracula[image: External link]

	Tables of vampire traits[image: External link]

	Count Orlok[image: External link]

	Carmilla[image: External link]

	Varney the Vampire[image: External link]

	Vlad III the Impaler[image: External link]

	Elizabeth Báthory[image: External link]

	Mina Harker[image: External link]

	List of fictional vampires[image: External link]

	Alucard (Hellsing)[image: External link]

	Werewolf[image: External link]

	Renfield Syndrome[image: External link]

	List of horror film antagonists[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). pp. 10, 14, 499, 517.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 2, Johnathon Harker's Journal. p. 9. ‘Ordog’—Satan, ‘Pokol’—hell, ‘stregoica’—witch, ‘vrolok’ and ‘vlkoslak’—both mean the same thing, one being Slovak and the other Servian for something that is either werewolf or vampire.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Ch 23, Dr Seward's Diary. p. 436. ‘Look out for D. He has just now, 12:45, come from Carfax hurriedly and hastened towards the South.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Drracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 20, Johnathon Harker's Journal, LETTER, MITCHELL, SONS & CANDY TO LORD GODALMING, October 1st. p. 391. The purchaser is a foreign nobleman, Count de Ville


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 6, Johnathon Harker's Journal. p. 500. He had received a letter from Mr. de Ville of London


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). pp. 9, 42.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula's Guest[image: External link] (PDF). p. 11. A wolf--and yet not a wolf!" another put in shudderingly. "No use trying for him without the sacred bullet.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 2, Johnathon Harker's Journal. p. 35. We Transylvanian nobles love not to think that our bones may lie amongst the common dead.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). pp. 43, 344.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 18, Dr. Seward's Diary. p. 344.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Ch 27, DR. VAN HELSING’S MEMORANDUM, 5 November. p. 531. DRACULA This then was the Undead home of the King Vampire, to whom so many more were due.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Ch 3, Johnathon Harker's Journal. p. 42. ‘We Szekelys have a right to be proud, for in our veins flows the blood of many brave races who fought as the lion fights, for lordship. Here, in the whirlpool of European races, the Ugric tribe bore down from Iceland the fighting spirit which Thor and Wodin gave them, which their Berserkers displayed to such fell intent on the seaboards of Europe, aye, and of Asia and Africa too, till the peoples thought that the werewolves themselves had come.


	
^ Carol N. Senf "Dracula: The Unseen Face in the Mirror" in the Norton Critical Edition of Dracula (1997) by Bram Stoker, edited by Nina Auerbach and David J. Skal: 421-31


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 23. p. 434.


	
^ Dracula Chapter 18 and Chapter 23


	
^ Mina Harker's Journal, 30 September, Dracula, Chapter 18


	
^ Dracula Chapter 27


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 20, Johnathon Harker's Journal. pp. 373, 374.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 20, Johnathon Harker's Journal, Letter, Mitchell, Sons, and Candy to Lord Godalming. p. 329.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 20, Johnathon Harker's Journal. pp. 373, 374.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 18, Dr. Seward's Diary. p. 346.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 21, Dr. Seward's Diary. p. 404,405,406.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 2, Johnathon Harker's Journal. p. 35.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Ch 3, Johnathon Harker's Journal. p. 57. ‘Yes, I too can love. You yourselves can tell it from the past. Is it not so?


	
^ a b Dracula, Chapter 2


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula. Chapter 7, Log of the Demeter, 3 August. p. 102. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-00-742008-7[image: External link].


	
^ a b c d e f g h Dracula, Chapter 18


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula. p. 303. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-00-742008-7[image: External link].


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 15, Dr. Stweard's Diary. pp. 281, 282. Taking the edge of the loose flange, he bent it back towards the foot of the coffin, and holding up the candle into the aperture, motioned to me to look. I drew near and looked. The coffin was empty. It was certainly a surprise to me, and gave me a considerable shock


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula. Chapter 10, Dr. Seward's Diary. p. 174.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Ch 18, Dr. Seward's Diary. p. 341. on the blood of the living. Even more, we have seen amongst us that he can even grow younger, that his vital faculties grow strenuous, and seem as though they refresh themselves when his special pabulum is plenty.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Ch 21, Johnathon Harker's Journal. pp. 411–412. I knew him at once from the description of the others. ...I knew, too, the red scar on his forehead where Jonathan had struck him.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Ch 15, Westminster Gazette. pp. 252–254.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Ch 19, Johnathon Harker's Journal. p. 358. and when I had seen him he was either in the fasting stage of his existence in his rooms or, when he was bloated with fresh blood,


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Ch 21, Dr. Seward's Diary, 3 October. p. 412. First, a little refreshment to reward my exertions.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 23, Dr. Stweard's Diary. p. 448.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Ch 20, Johnathon Harker's Journal. p. 376. hypnotize before dawn


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). pp. 462, 492, 523.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 21, Dr. Seward's Diary. p. 413.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Ch. 27, Mina Harker's Journal, 6 November. p. 533. But I could not eat, to even try to do so was repulsive to me, and much as I would have liked to please him, I could not bring myself to the attempt.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 27, Memorandum by Abraham Van Helsing, 4 November. pp. 519–527.


	
^ Dracula, Chapter 3, second page


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 4, Johnathon Harker's ournal. pp. 70, 71.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 18, Doctor Seward's Diary. p. 343. Thus, whereas he can do as he will within his limit, when he have his earth-home, his coffin-home, his hell-home, the place unhallowed, as we saw when he went to the grave of the suicide at Whitby, still at other time he can only change when the time come.


	
^ Stoker, Bram. Dracula[image: External link] (PDF). Chapter 22, Johnathon Harker's Journal, October 23. p. 424. The Count may come to Piccadilly earlier than we think.’ ‘Not so!’ said Van Helsing, holding up his hand. ‘But why?’ I asked. ‘Do you forget,’ he said, with actually a smile, ‘that last night he banqueted heavily, and will sleep late?


	
^ Guinness World Records Experience[image: External link]


	
^ Vlad III[image: External link] Encyclopædia Britannica


	
^ Hans Corneel de Roos, The Dracula Maps, in: The Ultimate Dracula, Moonlake Editions, Munich, 2012.


	
^ Charles Boner[image: External link], Transylvania: Its Products and Its People. London: Longmans, 1865. Referred to by Marius Crişan, The Models for Castle Dracula in Stoker’s Sources on Transylvania, Journal of Dracula Studies Nr 10 (2008)


	
^ Hans Corneel de Roos, Stoker's Vampire Trap: Vlad the Impaler and his Nameless Double, Linkoeping University Electronic Press, Linköping Electronic Articles in Computer and Information Science, ISSN 1401-9841, Vol. 15 (2012): no. 2. 2012, p. 7.
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Hotel Transylvania






This article is about the film. For the franchise, see Hotel Transylvania (franchise)[image: External link]. For the television series, see Hotel Transylvania: The Television Series[image: External link].

Hotel Transylvania is a 2012 American 3D[image: External link] computer-animated[image: External link] fantasy[image: External link] comedy film[image: External link] produced by Sony Pictures Animation[image: External link] for Columbia Pictures. It was directed by Genndy Tartakovsky[image: External link] and produced by Michelle Murdocca, and stars the voices of Adam Sandler, Andy Samberg, Selena Gomez[image: External link], Kevin James, Fran Drescher[image: External link], Steve Buscemi, Molly Shannon[image: External link], David Spade[image: External link], and CeeLo Green[image: External link].[6] The film tells a story of Count Dracula, the owner of a hotel[image: External link] called Hotel Transylvania where the world's monsters[image: External link] can take a rest from human civilization. Dracula invites some of the most famous monsters to celebrate the 118th birthday of his daughter Mavis. When the "human-free hotel" is unexpectedly visited by an ordinary 21-year-old traveler named Jonathan, Dracula must protect Mavis from falling in love with him before the hotel's guests learn that there is a human in the castle, which may jeopardize the hotel's future and his career.

The film was released on September 28, 2012 and was met with mixed critical reception, while the general public received it favorably. Despite this, Hotel Transylvania earned a total of $358 million against a budget of $85 million at the box office. The film was nominated for a Golden Globe Award for Best Animated Feature Film[image: External link]. It launched a franchise[image: External link] with a sequel titled Hotel Transylvania 2, which takes place seven years after the film,[7] released in 2015,[8] and a third film scheduled for 2018.[9] A television series[image: External link] based on the film is planned to premiere on Disney Channel[image: External link] in June 2017, and it will focus on the teenage years of Mavis and her friends at the Hotel Transylvania.[10]



TOP
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 Plot




In the aftermath of the death of his wife[image: External link] Martha (Jackie Sandler) at the hands of an angry human mob[image: External link], Count Dracula (Adam Sandler) commissions and builds a massive five-star, monsters-only hotel[image: External link] in Transylvania[image: External link] in which he raises his daughter Mavis[image: External link] (Selena Gomez[image: External link]) and to serve as a safe-place getaway for the world's monsters from fear of human persecution.

Famous monsters such as Frank[image: External link] (Kevin James) and his wife Eunice[image: External link] (Fran Drescher[image: External link]), Wayne and Wanda Werewolf[image: External link] (Steve Buscemi and Molly Shannon[image: External link]) and their massive immediate family, Griffin The Invisible Man[image: External link] (David Spade[image: External link]), and Murray the Mummy[image: External link] (CeeLo Green[image: External link]) often come to stay at the hotel which is completely human-free and safe for monsters.

On Mavis's 118th birthday, Dracula allows his daughter to leave the castle in order to explore the human world, but he sets up an elaborate plan[image: External link] using his zombie[image: External link] bellhops[image: External link] disguised as humans to make them seem intimidating, but without her being in any danger, and frighten her home. The plan works, but the zombies inadvertently lead a 21-year-old[11] human named Jonathan (Andy Samberg) back to the hotel. Dracula frantically disguises him as a Frankensteinesque Monster and passes him off as "Johnnystein", 'a distant cousin of Frank's right arm'. Jonathan soon encounters Mavis and the two "Zing" (a form of romantic attraction). Unable to get Johnny out of the hotel without notice, Drac quickly improvises that Jonathan is a party planner, brought in to bring a fresher approach to his own traditional and boring parties. Jonathan quickly becomes a hit to the other monsters, especially Mavis, but this disgusts and worries Dracula greatly. Drac orders Johnny to leave, but Johnny is brought back by Mavis. After being shown the beauty of a sunrise by Johnny, Mavis is inspired to give humans another chance. Meanwhile, the hotel chef Quasimodo[image: External link] (Jon Lovitz[image: External link]) with the help of his pet rat[image: External link] Esmeralda learns that Johnny is a human and kidnaps him in order to cook him. Dracula intervenes and magically freezes Quasimodo to keep him from telling anyone that Jonathan is human. Dracula leads Jonathan to his quarters and shows him a painting of his wife. Much to Dracula's surprise, Jonathan knows the woman in the painting from a legend he has recently heard and relates a story about how she fell perfectly in love with a count, but died in a mysterious fire. Dracula reveals the full painting with himself in it and confirms the truth of the tale, and proceeds to tell the full version, thus explaining why Dracula built the hotel and the origin of his overprotective behaviour with Mavis. Jonathan is understanding and Dracula develops respect for his knowledge, and the two bond, recognising that Jonathan is a good person. Jonathan then tries to leave for good, but Dracula convinces him to stay for the time-being to avoid ruining Mavis's birthday.

The party is a great success the next night, and Mavis looks forward to opening a gift from her deceased mother. However, when Jonathan and Mavis share their first kiss, Dracula overreacts, and, in his outburst, inadvertently confesses to deceiving Mavis with the town. A still-frozen Quasimodo bursts in and the Fly[image: External link] (Chris Parnell[image: External link]) translates from his frozen speech that Johnny is a human disguised by Dracula. The guests are outraged by the deceit at play, but Mavis is undeterred and wants to be with Johnny, even knowing he is human. Jonathan feigns disinterest in Mavis and rejects her out of respect for her father and leaves the hotel. Mavis then angrily yells at Dracula and flies off. Dracula finds Mavis on the roof with her mother's present. He learns it is a book about how her mother and Dracula "Zinged" and fell in love. Dracula realizes humankind has become tolerant of monsters, Dracula manages to convince Frank, Wayne, Griffin, and Murray to head out into the human world help him find Jonathan, and with the scent-tracking ability of Wayne's daughter, Winnie, they learn that he is bound on a flight to America soon. The four head to the airport, but are held up in a town celebrating a Monster Festival along the way. Instead of being frightened by the appearance and powers of real monsters, the humans admire the group, and a team of men dressed as vampires help Dracula by providing him shelter from the sunlight while he rushes to the airport. Drac arrives to see Jonathan's plane taking off, and he gives chase in bat form, burning in the sunlight. After getting Jonathan's attention, Dracula makes his way to the front of the plane and uses his mind-controlling power on the pilot[image: External link] (Brian Stack[image: External link]) to help him apologize for his actions. Jonathan accepts his apology; Dracula then manipulates the pilot to return to the Transylvanian airport for a "refuel".

Dracula returns Jonathan to Mavis. Jonathan confesses that their 'Zing' was mutual and the two kiss, making Dracula realize his daughter has grown up and can make her own decisions. The monsters finish celebrating Mavis's party as Dracula, Mavis, Jonathan and their monster friends sing "The Zing" to the audience of hotel guests.
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 Voice cast




Main article: List of Hotel Transylvania characters[image: External link]



	
Adam Sandler as Count Dracula, the 532-year-old owner and hotel manager[image: External link] of Hotel Transylvania, and Mavis' over-protective father.[11]


	
Andy Samberg as Jonathan ("Johnnystein"), a 21-year-old human who stumbles upon Hotel Transylvania in his travels.[11]


	
Selena Gomez[image: External link] as Mavis, Dracula's 118-year-old "teenage" vampire daughter who is interested in the outside world and falls in love with Johnny.[12]

	
Sadie Sandler[image: External link] voices Mavis as a child, as well as Wayne's daughter Winnie.





	
Kevin James as Frank/Frankenstein[image: External link], Eunice's husband and one of Dracula's best friends who acts as an uncle to Mavis and mostly hangs out with Murray.

	
Fran Drescher[image: External link] as Eunice[image: External link], Frankenstein's wife and Wanda's best friend.[11]


	
Steve Buscemi as Wayne, a male werewolf[image: External link] who is also one of Dracula's best friends and Wanda's husband.[11]


	
Molly Shannon[image: External link] as Wanda, a female werewolf[image: External link], Wayne's heavily-pregnant wife and Eunice's best friend.[11]


	
David Spade[image: External link] as Griffin the Invisible Man[image: External link], one of Dracula's best friends.[6]


	
CeeLo Green[image: External link] as Murray the Mummy[image: External link], a short fat mummy who is one of Dracula's best friends and mostly hangs out with Frankenstein.[6]


	
Jon Lovitz[image: External link] as Quasimodo[image: External link] Wilson, a Hunchback gourmet chef[image: External link] and the former Bell-ringer[image: External link] of Notre Dame[image: External link] who desires to make a dish with human as the main ingredient.[11][13]


	
Luenell[image: External link] as a wisecracking shrunken head[image: External link] that serves as a "Do Not Disturb" sign[image: External link] on the door of Mavis's room.[14]


	
Chris Parnell[image: External link] as Mr. Fly[image: External link], Hotel Transylvania's fitness coordinator who can also translate any speech.

	
Brian George[image: External link] as a Suit of Animated Armor[image: External link], the head of Hotel Transylvania's security guards[image: External link].

	
Brian Stack[image: External link] as the pilot of Jonathan's airplane back to America.

	
Jackie Sandler as Martha, Dracula's wife[image: External link] and Mavis's mother who was killed by an angry mob when Mavis was young.

	
Rob Riggle[image: External link] as Skeleton[image: External link] Husband

	
Paul Brittain[image: External link] as a Zombie[image: External link] Plumber[image: External link], as well as one of the Hydra[image: External link] heads.

	
Robert Smigel as Fake Dracula, an attendee at a Transylvanian festival.

	Robert Smigel also voices Marty, a pink Gill-man[image: External link] at Hotel Transylvania.





	Jonny Solomon as Gremlin[image: External link] Man, one of the Gremlins at Hotel Transylvania.

	Jonny Solomon also voices one of the Hydra[image: External link] heads.





	
Jim Wise[image: External link] as a shrunken head[image: External link], as well as one of the Hydra[image: External link] heads.

	Craig Kellman as a guy who shouts in the crowd at the festival.

	Craig Kellman also voices one of the Hydra[image: External link] heads.





	
Brian McCann[image: External link] as a hairy monster that almost resembles a Yeti[image: External link].

	Brian McCann also voices one of the Hydra[image: External link] heads.





	
Tom Kenny[image: External link] as one of the Hydra[image: External link] heads.

	James C. J. Williams as a deformed Igor-esque[image: External link] humanoid construction foreman[image: External link] who helped to build Hotel Transylvania.
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 Production




Hotel Transylvania was in development since 2006, when Anthony Stacchi[image: External link] and David Feiss[image: External link] were set to direct the film.[17] In 2008, Jill Culton[image: External link] took over the directing position,[18] and around 2010, Chris Jenkins[image: External link],[19] with Todd Wilderman.[20] In February 2011,[21] Genndy Tartakovsky[image: External link] took over as the sixth scheduled director,[22] and made his feature directorial debut with the film.[11][20]

In less than a year, Tartakovsky rewrote the script with the help of "the Sandler camp's multiple notes"[23] and reimagined the film to follow the energy, organicity and exaggeration of 2D animation, particularly as seen in the work of director Tex Avery[image: External link].[24] "I took all the aesthetics I like from 2-D and applied them here," Tartakovsky said. "I don't want to do animation to mimic reality. I want to push reality."[22] "I wanted to have an imprint so you'd go, 'Well, only Genndy can make this.' It's hard, especially with CG, but I feel there's a lot of moments that feel that they're very me, so hopefully it'll feel different enough that it has a signature to it."[25]

In November 2011, it was announced that Miley Cyrus would voice Mavis, Dracula's teenage daughter,[6] but in February 2012, Cyrus left the film to coordinate a musical comeback.[26] It was later announced that Selena Gomez[image: External link] would replace Cyrus.[27]
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 Soundtrack





	"Where Did the Time Go Girl (Party Version)" Written by Robert Smigel, Adam Sandler, and Dennis White. Produced by Static Revenger[image: External link].

	"Daddy's Girl" Written by Adam Sandler and Robert Smigel. Performed by Adam Sandler.[28]


	"Call Me Mavy[image: External link]" Performed by Traci L.[29]


	"Problem (The Monster Remix)" Written by Henry Walter[image: External link], Lukasz Gottwald[image: External link], Becky Gomez[image: External link] (as Rebbeca Marie Gomez) & Will.i.am[image: External link] (as William Adams). Performed by Becky Gomez (as Becky G) featuring Will.i.am.

	" Overprotected[image: External link]" Written by Max Martin[image: External link]. Performed by Britney Spears[image: External link].

	"Sexy and I Know It[image: External link]", performed by LMFAO[image: External link]


	"The Zing" Written by Adam Sandler, Robert Smigel, and Dennis White. Produced by Static Revenger. Performed by Adam Sandler, Andy Samberg, Cee Lo Green, Kevin James, and Selena Gomez.[28]


	"Helpless", written and performed by Peter Tvrznik[28]


	"Sweet 118", written by Andy Samberg, Stuart Hart and Trevor Simpson. Performed by Andy Samberg.[28]


	"Hush Little Baby", performed by Adam Sandler.[28]


	"Monster Mash[image: External link]", performed by Bobby Pickett[image: External link].[28]
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 Release




Hotel Transylvania premiered on September 8, 2012, at the Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link].[4] Distributed by Columbia Pictures, the film received a wide release on September 28, 2012.[2] On October 26, 2012, Regal Entertainment Group[image: External link] Cinemas began exclusively playing the traditionally animated short film Goodnight Mr. Foot before the film. Based on Hotel Transylvania, the short was directed and animated by Genndy Tartakovsky.[30]
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 Home media




Hotel Transylvania was released on Blu-ray (2D and 3D) and DVD on January 29, 2013. It was accompanied by the short animated film, Goodnight Mr. Foot.[31]
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 Reception
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 Critical response




Review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reports that 45% of critics gave the film positive reviews, with an average rating of 5.3/10, based on 140 reviews. The site's critical consensus reads: "Hotel Transylvania's buoyant, giddy tone may please children, but it might be a little too loud and thinly-scripted for older audiences."[32] Another review aggregate, Metacritic[image: External link], calculated an average score of 47 out of 100, based on 32 reviews.[33] CinemaScore[image: External link] polls conducted during the opening weekend revealed that the average grade cinemagoers gave Hotel Transylvania was an A- on an A+ to F scale.[34]

IGN[image: External link] editor Geoff Chapman rated the film 9 out of 10 and wrote "This is a fun film, full of quirky gags and lovable characters. There are a few songs that smack a bit like soundtrack marketing for the kids, and the story is of course fairly predictable, but this movie is about enjoying a fun journey with great characters. It's a romp that kids and families will all enjoy. Hotel Transylvania is definitely somewhere you'll want to check in."[35]
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 Box office




Hotel Transylvania earned $148,313,048 in North America, and $210,062,555 in other countries, for a worldwide total of $358,375,603.[5] The officially reported budget for the film was $85 million,[5] although Deadline.com[image: External link] claimed that the film actually cost $104 million.[36] For the film's marketing, Sony spent $52.1 million in the United States, and $31 million in other countries.[37]

Hotel Transylvania topped the box office with $11 million on its first Friday, and $42.5 million domestically and $50.6 million worldwide for its opening weekend, which at the time of its release broke the record for the largest-grossing September opening,[36] a record which was overtaken by its sequel Hotel Transylvania 2 in 2015, with a weekend gross of $48.5 million.[38] The film also earned the highest-grossing domestic debut for Sony Pictures Animation (also later overtaken by Hotel Transylvania 2).[38][39] According to Sony's president of worldwide distribution, Rory Bruer, Sony was very satisfied with the film's performance, which was "beyond anyone's imagination, and the holds are ridiculous. It exceeds expectations in every new market it opens in."[40] Hotel Transylvania was theatrically released in China on October 28, 2013,[41] more than a year after the worldwide premiere, and contributed $11,180,000 to the overall gross.[42]
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 Accolades






	Award
	Category
	Recipient
	Result



	Annie Awards[image: External link][43][44]
	Best Animated Feature[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Character Design in an Animated Feature Production
	Carlos Grangel



	Carter Goodrich



	Directing in an Animated Feature Production
	Genndy Tartakovsky



	Music in an Animated Feature Production
	Mark Mothersbaugh



	Production Design in an Animated Feature Production
	Marcello Vignali



	Voice Acting in an Animated Feature Production
	Adam Sandler



	Editorial in an Animated Feature Production
	Catherine Apple



	Golden Globe Awards[image: External link][45]
	Best Animated Feature Film[image: External link]
	Genndy Tartakovsky[image: External link]



	Visual Effects Society[image: External link][46][47]
	Outstanding Animation in an Animated Feature Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Lydia Bottegoni, James Crossley, Mike Ford, Daniel Kramer



	Outstanding Animated Character in an Animated Feature Motion Picture
	Bill Haller, Tim Pixton, Jorge Vigara (for Dracula)



	Kid's Choice Awards[image: External link][48]
	Favorite Voice from an Animated Movie
	Adam Sandler (as Dracula)
	Won
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 Video games




A social game based on the film, titled Hotel Transylvania Social Game and made by Sony Pictures Interactive, was released on August 15, 2012. The game allows players to create their own Hotel Transylvania, where they must take care of the hotel's guests.[49]

Another video game, titled Hotel Transylvania, developed by WayForward[image: External link] and published by GameMill Entertainment, was released on September 18, 2012, for Nintendo DS[image: External link] and Nintendo 3DS[image: External link] at retail.[50][51] The game was also released in the Nintendo eShop[image: External link] in North America on November 15, 2012.[52]

A mobile game, titled Hotel Transylvania Dash, developed by Sony Pictures Consumer Products Inc. and PlayFirst[image: External link], was released to iTunes App Store[image: External link] on September 20, 2012. The game is a variation of Hotel Dash mobile game and features the film's art and characters.[53]

A mobile digital storybook app, titled Hotel Transylvania BooClips Deluxe App, developed by Castle Builders and Sony Pictures Animation, was released to iTunes App Store[image: External link], Nook Store, Google Play for the Android, iBookstore, Microsoft's Metro, and for the PC and Mac via www.BooClips.com, both in English and in Spanish, on September 20, 2012.[54]
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 Goodnight Mr. Foot




Goodnight Mr. Foot is a traditionally animated short film based on Hotel Transylvania, featuring Bigfoot from the film. Premiering in time for Halloween, on October 26, 2012, the short was shown exclusively in Regal Entertainment Group[image: External link] Cinemas, before the theatrical shows of Hotel Transylvania. As Sony Pictures Animation[image: External link]'s first traditionally animated film, it was written and directed by Genndy Tartakovsky[image: External link] himself, who also animated the short with the help of Rough Draft Studios[image: External link]. Animated in the style of Bob Clampett[image: External link], Tex Avery[image: External link] and Chuck Jones[image: External link],[30] Tartakovsky created the short in four weeks during the final production stages of the main film.[55] Bigfoot (who has a non-speaking role in Hotel Transylvania) was voiced by Corey Burton[image: External link] while the Witch[image: External link] Maid[image: External link] was voiced by Rose Abdoo[image: External link]. Both voice actors provided additional voices in Hotel Transylvania.[56]

Taking place before the events of Hotel Transylvania, the short stars Bigfoot, whose rest in Hotel Transylvania is being constantly disturbed by an overly enthusiastic witch maid.[30]
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 Sequels




Main articles: Hotel Transylvania 2 and Hotel Transylvania 3


A sequel, titled Hotel Transylvania 2, was released on September 25, 2015.[8] Its story takes place seven years after the first film, with the hotel now open to human guests, and its owner, Count Dracula, having only one worry on his mind—that his 5-year-old grandson is not a pure-blood vampire.[7] The original crew and cast returned for the film, except CeeLo Green as the role of Murray, who was replaced by Keegan-Michael Key. New additions include Mel Brooks[image: External link] as Dracula's father, Vlad;[57] Nick Offerman[image: External link] and Megan Mullally[image: External link] as Jonathan's parents, Mike and Linda;[58] and Asher Blinkoff[image: External link] as Mavis and Johnny's half-human/half-vampire son, Dennis.[59]

In November 2015, Sony Pictures Animation announced that Hotel Transylvania 3 will be released on September 21, 2018 (now July 13, 2018).[60] Despite previously leaving the series to direct other projects, Genndy Tartakovsky will return as director for this installment.[61]
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 Television series




Main article: Hotel Transylvania: The Television Series[image: External link]


A television series[image: External link] based on the film will premiere in early 2017, on Disney Channel[image: External link].[62] Developed and produced by Nelvana Limited[image: External link], in partnership with Sony Pictures Animation[image: External link], the series will take place before the first film, focusing on the teenage years of Mavis and her friends at the Hotel Transylvania.[10]
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 See also





	List of films featuring Frankenstein's monster[image: External link]

	Vampire film[image: External link]
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Hotel Transylvania 2






Hotel Transylvania 2 is a 2015 American 3D[image: External link] computer animated[image: External link] fantasy[image: External link]-comedy film[image: External link]. It is the second installment in the Hotel Transylvania franchise[image: External link], and the sequel to the 2012 film Hotel Transylvania, with its director, Genndy Tartakovsky[image: External link], and writer, Robert Smigel, returning for the film. Produced by Sony Pictures Animation[image: External link], it was animated by Sony Pictures Imageworks[image: External link],[7] with an additional funding provided by LStar Capital[image: External link].[8]

Hotel Transylvania 2 takes place seven years after the first film,[9] with the hotel now open to human guests. Mavis and Johnny have a young son named Dennis, whose lack of any vampire abilities worries his grandfather Dracula. When Mavis and Johnny go on a visit to Johnny's parents, Dracula calls his friends to help him make Dennis a vampire. Soon, things turn upside-down when Dracula's old-school human-hating father Vlad unexpectedly visits the hotel.

Original voices from the first film—Adam Sandler, Andy Samberg, Selena Gomez[image: External link], Kevin James, Steve Buscemi, David Spade[image: External link], Fran Drescher[image: External link], Molly Shannon[image: External link]—returned for the sequel, with Keegan-Michael Key[image: External link] replacing CeeLo Green[image: External link] as Murray. New additions to the cast include Mel Brooks[image: External link] as Count Dracula's father, Vlad; Nick Offerman[image: External link] and Megan Mullally[image: External link] as Jonathan's parents, Mike and Linda; and Asher Blinkoff[image: External link] as Mavis and Johnny's half-human/half-vampire son, Dennis. The film was released on September 25, 2015, by Columbia Pictures and was a box office success, grossing $473 million worldwide on an $80 million budget.

A third film, titled Hotel Transylvania 3, is scheduled to be released on July 13, 2018.[10]



TOP
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 Plot




Seven years after the first film,[9] Mavis[image: External link] (Selena Gomez[image: External link]) and her new fiancé Johnny[image: External link] (Andy Samberg) are finally married, with the approval of her father Dracula[image: External link] (Adam Sandler), and the world becomes aware of (and unfazed by) the existence of monsters. Mavis later reveals to Drac that she is pregnant[image: External link] and a year later, she gives birth to a baby boy named Dennis[image: External link] (Asher Blinkoff[image: External link]), who later befriends Wayne's daughter Winnie[image: External link] (Sadie Sandler[image: External link]). Nearing his fifth birthday, Dennis has yet to grow his fangs and Drac worries that his grandson might not gain vampire powers. Noticing the dangers of Transylvania, Mavis starts to consider raising Dennis where Johnny grew up, much to Drac's disapproval.

Drac[image: External link] tells Johnny (who does not want to leave the hotel either) to bring Mavis to California to visit his parents, Mike (Nick Offerman[image: External link]) and Linda (Megan Mullally[image: External link]), but to make sure to keep her distracted so that she will not move, leaving Drac to "babysit" Dennis. Drac enlists his friends, Frank[image: External link] (Kevin James), Wayne the Werewolf[image: External link] (Steve Buscemi), Griffin the Invisible Man[image: External link] (David Spade[image: External link]), Murray the Mummy[image: External link] (Keegan-Michael Key[image: External link]) and Blobby the Blob (Jonny Solomon) to help train Dennis to become a monster, to no avail.

Drac takes Dennis to his childhood summer camp, Camp Winnepacaca, where he learned to hone his vampire abilities and discovers that the camp is safer than it was when he went there. Drac stubbornly believes Dennis is a "late fanger", so he hurls Dennis from a tall, unstable tower to pressure the boy's transformation into a bat. Dennis does not transform, and Dracula has to fly and rescue him at the last second. The stunt is filmed by the campers and uploaded to the Internet, which eventually reaches Mavis and Johnny.

Mavis angrily transforms into a bat to fly her and Johnny back to Transylvania. Drac and his friends reach the hotel a couple of seconds after Mavis. She confronts her father for putting Dennis in grave danger and his inability to accept that he is human. She states she will move out of the hotel after Dennis' fifth birthday the following Wednesday. Drac hangs his head with deep guilt.

Mavis invites Vlad (Mel Brooks[image: External link]), her grandfather and Drac's father, to Dennis' birthday party. As Vlad is much worse than he was when it comes to humans, Drac tells Johnny to have the human party-goers disguise themselves as monsters. Vlad receives the invitation and arrives with his monstrous bat-like servant Bela (Rob Riggle[image: External link]) to meet his great-grandson for the first time. Meeting him, he believes that fear will cause Dennis' fangs to sprout and possesses a stage performer dressed as Dennis's favorite television monster, "Kakie the Cake Monster", to scare Dennis, but Drac shields his grandson at the last moment and exposes the deception to Vlad, who is outraged that Drac has accepted humans as guests in his hotel. Drac confronts his father about how humans are different now. Mavis becomes upset with her grandfather's behavior.

While the family argues, Dennis sadly flees the hotel and enters the forest with Winnie in tow, hiding in her treehouse. They are attacked by Bela, who mistakes Dennis for a human. When Bela injures Winnie and threatens to destroy the hotel, Dennis' anger causes him to instantly grow his fangs and his vampire abilities manifest. He begins to fight Bela, who calls his giant-bat minions. Drac, Mavis, Dennis, Johnny, the rest of the monsters and Johnny's family team up to defeat his minions. A livid Bela then attempts to kill Johnny himself with a stake. Having been won over by Drac's claim that humans are harmless now, Vlad shrinks Bela and tells him never to bother his family again. Bela then flees.

With Dennis having vampire abilities, Mavis and Johnny continue to raise him in Transylvania, and they resume the party with his friends.
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 Voice cast




Main article: List of Hotel Transylvania characters[image: External link]



	
Adam Sandler as Count Dracula, the 539-year-old[9] founder, owner and hotel manager[image: External link] of Hotel Transylvania, Mavis' father, and Dennis's grandfather.

	
Andy Samberg as Jonathan Loughran ("Count Jonafang"), a 28-year-old[9] human. Mavis's husband, Dracula's son-in-law, and Dennis's father.[11]


	
Selena Gomez[image: External link] as Mavis D. Loughran, Dennis's vampire mother, Dracula's 125-year-old[9][12] vampire daughter, and Johnny's wife.[13][3]


	
Asher Blinkoff[image: External link] as Dennis Loughran ("Dennisovitch"), Mavis and Johnny's five-year-old[3] son.[14]

	Sunny Sandler as baby Dennis[15]






	
Kevin James as Frank/Frankenstein[image: External link][13]


	
Steve Buscemi as Wayne, a werewolf[image: External link].[13]


	
David Spade[image: External link] as Griffin the Invisible Man[image: External link][16]


	
Keegan-Michael Key[image: External link] as Murray, a mummy[image: External link].[13] He was previously voiced by CeeLo Green[image: External link] in the first movie.

	
Mel Brooks[image: External link] as Vlad, Dracula's father and Mavis' grandfather.[13]


	
Fran Drescher[image: External link] as Eunice, the wife of Frankenstein[image: External link].[13]


	
Molly Shannon[image: External link] as Wanda, a werewolf and Wayne's wife.[17]


	
Nick Offerman[image: External link] as Mike Loughran, Johnny's father,[18] and Mavis's father-in-law.

	
Megan Mullally[image: External link] as Linda Loughran, Johnny's mother,[18] and Mavis's mother-in-law.

	
Dana Carvey as Dana,[15] the vampire camp director.

	
Rob Riggle[image: External link] as Bela,[15] Vlad's bat-like servant.

	Jonny Solomon as Blobby,[15] a green blob monster.

	
Chris Kattan[image: External link] as Kakie,[15] a cake monster from Dennis' favorite television series.

	
Jon Lovitz[image: External link] as The Phantom of the Opera[image: External link],[15] Hotel Transylvania's residential musician.

	
Robert Smigel as Marty,[15] a pink gill-man[image: External link] and Harry Three-Eye, a monster magician.

	
Luenell[image: External link] as Shrunken Heads[image: External link].

	
Sadie Sandler[image: External link] as Winnie,[15] the werewolf daughter of Wayne and Wanda, and Dennis' best friend.

	
Paul Brittain[image: External link] as Pandragora, an easygoing monster with tentacled hair that lives in Santa Cruz.

	
Nick Swardson[image: External link] as Kelsey, a bearded man who is Mike and Linda's neighbor.

	
Chris Parnell[image: External link] as Fly[image: External link]


	
Doug Dale[image: External link] as Kal, a Mini-Mart worker in Santa Cruz.

	Ethan Smigel as Troy, Dennis' uncle and one of Johnny's younger brothers.
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 Production




Director Genndy Tartakovsky[image: External link] commented about the possibility of the sequel in October 2012, "Everyone is talking about it, but we haven't started writing it. There are a lot of fun ideas we could totally play with. It's a ripe world."[20] On November 9, 2012, it was announced that a sequel had been greenlit, and was scheduled for release on September 25, 2015.[21] On March 12, 2014, it was announced that Tartakovsky would return to direct the sequel, even though he was originally too busy due to his developing an adaptation of Popeye[image: External link],[22][23] which would later get shelved.

It was suggested by director Genndy Tartakovsky that Adam Sandler had more creative control over this film than its predecessor and that at times he was difficult to work with.[24]
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 Music




In March 2015, it was announced that Mark Mothersbaugh[image: External link], who scored the first film, had signed on to score the sequel.[1]

American girl group Fifth Harmony[image: External link] recorded a song for the film entitled "I'm in Love with a Monster[image: External link]". It was featured in the film's official trailer and was also played when the film itself was released.[25]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Release




Columbia Pictures released the film in the United States on September 25, 2015.
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 Home media




Hotel Transylvania 2 was released on DVD and Blu-ray (2D and 3D) on January 12, 2016, by Sony Pictures Home Entertainment[image: External link]. The film was also released in Digital HD on December 22, 2015.[26]
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 Reception
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 Box office




Hotel Transylvania 2 has grossed $169.7 million in North America and $303.5 million in other territories, for a worldwide total of $473 million, against a budget of $80 million.[6] Deadline.com[image: External link] calculated the net profit of the film to be $159.48 million, when factoring together all expenses and revenues for the film.[27]

Predictions for the opening of Hotel Transylvania 2 in North America were continuously revised upwards, starting from $35—$48 million.[28][29][30] Hotel Transylvania 2 earned $13.3 million from 3,754 theaters on its opening day in North America, which was the second-biggest Friday opening day in September, behind Insidious Chapter 2[image: External link] ($20.3 million).[31] During its opening weekend, Hotel Transylvania 2 earned $48.5 million from 3,754 theaters, finishing first at the box office and setting new records such as earning the biggest September opening (breaking its predecessor's $42.5 million record), the biggest opening for Adam Sandler, beating 2005's The Longest Yard ($47.6 million),[32][33] and the biggest opening for Sony Pictures Animation. Regarding the film's successful opening, Josh Greenstein, Sony's president of marketing said, "We had a great date, and this is a big win for Sony Pictures Animation."[34] The largest demographic of the opening weekend audience was under the age of 25 (60%) and female (59%), followed by male (41%), 25 and over (40%) and kids (38%).[35] According to Rentrak[image: External link]'s PostTrak reports, 23% of the audience bought tickets because it was an animated film, while 16% were attracted to the toon's subject matter and plot.[35]

Hotel Transylvania 2 was released in a total of 90 countries.[36] It was released in 42 markets between September 25 and 27, 2015, the same weekend as its North American release, and earned $30.18 million from 6,500 screens that weekend. Its overall rank for the weekend was second, behind Everest[image: External link].[37] Its opening weekends in the U.K., Ireland and Malta ($9.5 million including previews), Mexico ($7.84 million), South Korea ($4.2 million), Russia and the CIS ($6 million), Germany ($3.9 million), Italy ($3.7 million) and France and Spain ($3.2 million respectively) in October represented its largest takings.[36][37][38][39][40] In China, it opened with an estimated $12.1 million debuting at second place behind the Chinese local film The Witness[image: External link] which grossed $18.5 million. While the China figures are low in comparison to recent Hollywood movie openings, it actually excelled the first film's local lifetime gross by 19% in just the first six days.[41] In terms of total earnings, its largest market outside of North America is the U.K. ($29.4 million) followed by Mexico ($23.7 million) and Venezuela ($19.9 million).[42][43]
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 Critical reception




On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film received a rating of 55%, based on 100 reviews, with an average rating of 5.2/10. The site's consensus states: "Hotel Transylvania 2 is marginally better than the original, which may or may not be enough of a recommendation to watch 89 minutes of corny, colorfully animated gags from Adam Sandler and company."[44] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film has a score of 44 out of 100, based on 24 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[45] In CinemaScore[image: External link] polls, audiences gave the film an average grade of "A-" on an A+ to F scale.[29]

Max Nicholson of IGN[image: External link] awarded it a score of 6.5 out of 10, saying "While Genndy Tartakovsky's animation is top-notch, Hotel Transylvania 2 doesn't live up to the first monster mash."[46] Nick Schager of Variety[image: External link] gave the film a negative review, saying "Its plot comes across as just a rickety skeleton designed to prop up Sandler and company's litany of cornball punchlines and gags, only a few of which cleverly play off of these characters' iconography"[47] Alonso Duralde of The Wrap[image: External link] gave the film a positive review, saying "Whereas the jokes in the Grown Ups series feel reactionary and bullying, the family-friendly Hotel Transylvania gags instead come off as clever and humane, even when they're making fun of helicopter moms and lawsuit-sensitive summer camps."[48] Stephen Whitty of the Newark Star-Ledger[image: External link] gave the film one and a half stars out of four, saying "Great movies like ParaNorman[image: External link] and Frankenweenie[image: External link] showed the laughs you could get out of funny fiends; Hotel Transylvania 2 just digs up a few corny gags."[49] Bruce Demara of the Toronto Star[image: External link] gave the film two and a half stars out of four, saying "While the first Hotel Trans had humour for both younger and older audiences, this one will likely fall short in its appeal to adults, although there's plenty for the little monsters to enjoy."[50]

Peter Hartlaub of the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] gave the film one out of four stars, saying "Hotel Transylvania 2 is an unfortunate throwback to about 20 years ago, when animated movies were more widely accepted as cinematic babysitters."[51] Sandie Angulo Chen of The Washington Post[image: External link] gave the film two out of four stars, saying "Tartakovsky hasn't created the sort of sequel that eclipses the original, but then again the original wasn't exactly Toy Story[image: External link] or How to Train Your Dragon[image: External link]."[52] Jesse Hassenger of The A.V. Club[image: External link] gave the film a C+, saying "It's an episodic, energetically animated gag factory from the pen of Adam Sandler, and while it's the best screenplay to bear his name in years, it also warps some overfamiliar family-movie concerns until they become unavoidable in their ickiness."[53] Michael Rechtshaffen of The Hollywood Reporter[image: External link] gave the film a positive review, saying "This time around, greater attention has been paid to story and character development (while scaling back on all the sight gags) and the substantial results give the ample voice cast and returning director Genndy Tartakovsky more to sink their teeth into, with pleasing results."[54] Josh Kupecki of The Austin Chronicle[image: External link] gave the film one out of five stars, saying "Channeling your inner child, you may find solace in Hotel Transylvania 2, but in the end it has no bite, doing continued disservice to the Universal monsters it scabs out, and adding another soiled feather to Sandler’s cap of mediocrity."[55]
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 Accolades






	List of awards and nominations



	Award
	Date of ceremony
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref(s)



	Annie Awards[image: External link]
	February 6, 2016[image: External link]
	Outstanding Animated Effects in an Animated Production
	Chris Logan, Brian Casper, Gavin Baxter and William Eckroat
	Nominated
	[56]



	Outstanding Character Design in an Animated Production
	Craig Kellman and Stephen DeStefano
	Nominated



	Outstanding Storyboarding in an Animated Production
	Mike Smukavic
	Nominated



	British Academy Children's Awards[image: External link]
	November 20, 2016
	BAFTA Kids' Vote
	Hotel Transylvania 2
	Nominated
	[57][58]



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	March 12, 2016[image: External link]
	Favorite Voice From an Animated Movie
	Selena Gomez[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[59]



	Favorite Animated Movie
	Hotel Transylvania 2
	Won



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	January 6, 2016[image: External link]
	Favorite Animated Movie Voice
	Adam Sandler
	Nominated
	[60]



	Selena Gomez
	Won



	Favorite Family Film
	Hotel Transylvania 2
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards
	July 31, 2016[image: External link]
	Choice Music: Song from a Movie or TV Show
	"I'm in Love with a Monster[image: External link]" by Fifth Harmony[image: External link]
	Won
	[61]



	Visual Effects Society Awards[image: External link]
	February 2, 2016[image: External link]
	Outstanding Visual Effects in an Animated Feature
	Alan Hawkins, Karl Herbst, Skye Lyons, Genndy Tartakovsky
	Nominated
	[62]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sequel




Main article: Hotel Transylvania 3


Michelle Murdocca, the film's producer, said before the film's release that the studio was "talking about number 3 and moving forward and taking the franchise to the next level."[63] On November 2, 2015, it was announced Hotel Transylvania 3 will be released on September 21, 2018.[64] Despite previously leaving the series to direct other projects, Genndy Tartakovsky[image: External link] will return as director for this installment.[65] According to Tartakovsky, he returned after he got an inspiration from a "miserable" family vacation.[66][67] Adam Sandler, Selena Gomez, and Andy Samberg will also reprise their previous roles as Dracula, Mavis and Johnny in the film, which is being written by Austin Powers[image: External link] writer Michael McCullers[image: External link].[65] The film will take place aboard a cruise ship.[66] On February 6, 2017, the release date was moved up to July 13, 2018.[10]
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Jack and Jill (2011 film)






Jack and Jill is a 2011 American comedy film[image: External link] directed by Dennis Dugan, written by Steve Koren[image: External link] and Adam Sandler, and starring Sandler, Katie Holmes[image: External link], and Al Pacino[image: External link]. The film was released on November 11, 2011 by Columbia Pictures.

The film was widely panned by critics and has since been considered to be one of the worst films ever made. Jack and Jill "won" 10 Razzie Awards[image: External link], breaking Battlefield Earth[image: External link]'s record for the most Razzie wins for a single film.
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 Plot




Homemade videos show fraternal twins[image: External link] Jack and Jill Sadelstein growing up in New York City. Jack is the gifted twin, while Jill constantly tries—and fails miserably—to get his attention by injuring him and/or driving others away from him.

In present-day Los Angeles, Jack (Adam Sandler) is a successful advertising executive who lives with his beautiful wife Erin (Katie Holmes[image: External link]) and their two kids: Sofia/Sofie (Elodie Tougne); Gary (Rohan Chand[image: External link]), a Hindu child they adopted at birth. Jill (also played by Sandler) never left the working-class neighborhood they grew up in; she recently inherited the Sadelstein home, having lived with their mother until her death one year ago.

As always, Jack is irritated by the upcoming Thanksgiving[image: External link] visit of his sister. Jill ruins Thanksgiving dinner by loudly embarrassing a homeless guest. Jack finally calls her out for making a fool of herself, of him, and of everybody else at the table. Stung, Jill runs off into the woods with her pet cockatoo[image: External link] Poopsie. Erin demands that Jack apologize to his sister, which he very unwillingly does. Jill has a list of things she wants to do while in Los Angeles: be on a game show (The Price is Right[image: External link], which—despite her horrendous performance—gives Jill a carload of prizes simply to be rid of her); go horseback riding (she proves too big and heavy for the pony, which collapses under her); and do a studio tour. Since Jill has an open-ended plane ticket, she decides to stay until the end of Hanukkah[image: External link] - much to Jack's horror.

Jack's agency client, meanwhile, wants him to somehow get actor Al Pacino[image: External link] to appear in a Dunkin' Donuts[image: External link] commercial. Jack isn't sure how he's supposed to make that happen.

Jill tries online dating[image: External link]. She has no success until Jack poses as Jill and alters her profile, leading to more than 100 responses. Yet when Jill's date - "Funbucket" (Norm Macdonald[image: External link]) - meets her, he sneaks out of the restaurant through the men's room.

Jack takes Jill to a Lakers[image: External link] game where Pacino is supposed to be. Pacino blows off Jack but is taken with Jill and gives her his phone number. Jack was hoping Jill would go back home by New Year's Eve[image: External link], since the family is going on a cruise. Jack's friends and colleagues throw him a birthday party, extending the invite to Jill. Again Jill loudly disgraces herself, Jack, and the various celebrities in attendance. Pacino invites Jill to his home, where she accidentally destroys his Oscar[image: External link] statuette. Abruptly, she becomes bored with him and leaves. Jack's Mexican gardener Felipe (Eugenio Derbez[image: External link]), who is also taken with Jill, invites her to meet his family at their annual fiesta. There she hits it off with everybody, and tries Mexican food for the first time, thus acquiring a horrible case of diarrhea[image: External link] which makes her even tougher to live with than usual.

Pacino refuses to do the Dunkin' Donuts commercial unless Jack gets him a date with Jill; to that end, Jack invites Jill on the cruise with his family. At sea, while Jill continues making a fool of herself and everyone around her, Jack disguises himself as his own sister and goes on her date with Pacino. Jill suspects that Jack invited her on the cruise just so Pacino would do the commercial; such is confirmed when she phones Jack, he answers as Jill, and then she hears Pacino in the background. Pacino, still believing Jack to be Jill, spells out that he (Pacino) sees much more in her than just a pathetic half-wit...which is what Jack always took her for. Feeling unspeakably guilty, Jack returns to the ship, only to learn that Jill has gone back home to The Bronx[image: External link]. At a restaurant on New Year's Eve, toting a picture of her and Jack's late mother, Jill comes across a group of former classmates who always made fun of her; these classmates, led by Monica (David Spade[image: External link]), pick up directly where they left off...until Jack, his wife and their kids show up. Jack and Jill converse in their made-up twin language (which even Jack finds incomprehensible). Monica attacks Erin and is cold cocked by Jill. Pacino also turns up at the party, dressed as the Man of La Mancha[image: External link], and tells Jill that while he may have feelings for her, there is another man more worthy of her than himself. She then goes home, where Felipe (the other suitor Pacino was referring to) and his children await her arrival. Felipe professes his love for Jill, and the two begin a relationship.

The television commercial is made, with Pacino starring and singing as he promotes a new coffee—"Dunkaccino" from Dunkin' Donuts[image: External link]—with a rap song. But when Jack shows it to him, Pacino hates it and tells him to destroy every copy of the commercial.
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 Cast






	
Adam Sandler as Jack / Jill Sadelstein[2]


	
Katie Holmes[image: External link] as Erin Sadelstein

	
Al Pacino[image: External link] as Himself

	
Eugenio Derbez[image: External link] as Felipe / Felipe's grandmother

	
Tim Meadows[image: External link] as Ted

	
Nick Swardson[image: External link] as Todd

	
Allen Covert as Otto

	Elodie Tougne as Sofia/Sofie Sadelstein

	
Rohan Chand[image: External link] as Gary Sadelstein

	
Geoff Pierson[image: External link] as Carter Simmons

	
Valerie Mahaffey[image: External link] as Bitsy Simmons

	
Gad Elmaleh[image: External link] as Xavier

	Jake Pennington as Sadelstein cousin

	
Gary Valentine[image: External link] as Dallas

	
Kristin Davis[image: External link] as Delilah






	Cameos





	
Dana Carvey as Crazy puppeteer[3]


	
David Spade[image: External link] as Monica

	
Dennis Dugan as Henry, Pacino's understudy

	
Norm Macdonald[image: External link] as Funbucket

	
John Farley[image: External link] as Mort the hot dog vendor

	
John McEnroe[image: External link], Dan Patrick[image: External link], and Bill Romanowski[image: External link] as Party guests

	
Santiago Segura[image: External link] as Eduardo

	
Christie Brinkley[image: External link] as herself

	
Drew Carey[image: External link] as himself

	
Jared Fogle[image: External link] as himself

	
George Gray[image: External link] as himself

	
Billy Blanks[image: External link] as himself

	
Bruce Jenner[image: External link][a] as himself

	
Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link] as himself

	
Lamar Odom[image: External link] as himself

	
Vince Offer[image: External link] as himself

	
Regis Philbin[image: External link] as himself

	
Johnny Depp as himself, reunite with Al Pacino[image: External link] since Donnie Brasco[image: External link] (1997)

	
Kevin Nealon[image: External link] (deleted scene) as Doctor

	
Jackie Sandler (deleted scene) as Nurse
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 Note






	
^ Jenner is now known as Caitlyn following gender transition[image: External link] in 2015.[4]
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 Reception
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 Box office




The film opened in 3,438 theaters at #2 with $25,003,575, behind Immortals[image: External link], which debuted in the top spot with $32,206,425.[5] The film closed on February 26, 2012 with a total gross of $74,158,157 in North America. It also made $75,515,631 in other territories, for a total worldwide gross of $149,673,788 against its $79 million budget.[6]
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 Critical reception




Jack and Jill was panned by critics.[7] On the review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has an approval rating of 3% based on 106 reviews and an average rating of 2.6/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Although it features an inexplicably committed performance from Al Pacino, Jack and Jill is impossible to recommend on any level whatsoever."[8] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film has a score of 23 out of 100 based on 26 critics, indicating "generally unfavorable reviews".[9]

In The Daily Beast[image: External link], Ramin Setoodeh said, "This is, without a doubt, the worst movie that Adam Sandler’s ever made. In fact, it could be the worst movie ever made[image: External link]." Peter Travers[image: External link] of Rolling Stone[image: External link] also argued, "Al Pacino said something great. After he looks at himself in the commercial, he says, 'Burn this! Nobody must ever see this!' That's my review of Jack and Jill."[10] Mary Pols of Time[image: External link] magazine ranked the film #1 on the Top 10 Worst Movies of 2011.[11] The A.V. Club[image: External link] ranked it #1 on "The Worst Films of 2011" list (along with Just Go with It).[12] TV Guide[image: External link] included the film on its "The Worst of 2011" list.[13] Andrew Barker of Variety[image: External link] said that the film's "general stupidity, careless direction and reliance on a single-joke premise that was never really funny to begin with are only the most obvious of its problems."[14] Internet review show Half in the Bag[image: External link] from RedLetterMedia[image: External link] criticized Jack and Jill for recycling gags from Sandler's previous films, incessant product placement[image: External link], and laziness in terms of both writing and production quality, going so far as to characterize the entire production as a sinister embezzlement scam.[15] They would later call it "the worst thing in the world".[16] The film won a total of 10 Razzies in 2012, setting a record and displacing 2000's Battlefield Earth[image: External link] which had garnered 9 awards.[17]

Despite generally scathing reviews, the film did receive some positive reception. However much of this was seen as a "one-off" or a surprise in comparison to the rest of the film. Mick LaSalle of the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] stated that while he found the character Jill annoying, "almost everything else in this comedy succeeds. The central situation...has comic energy...[the film has] successful bits and big moments of satisfying comedy."[18] Tom Russo of the Boston Globe[image: External link] gave the film two and a half out of a possible four stars, writing "What's more genuinely wacky is what a kick this movie can sometimes be, completely in spite of its big, flat stunt."[19]
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 Accolades




In the Razzie Awards, Jack and Jill was nominated for every single category, and twice for Supporting Actor and Supporting Actress, and won all 10 awards.



	List of awards and nominations



	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s) and nominee(s)
	Result



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie Actor
	Adam Sandler
	Won



	Razzie Awards[image: External link]
	Worst Actor[image: External link]
	Won



	Worst Actress[image: External link]
	Won



	Worst Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Nick Swardson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Al Pacino[image: External link]
	Won



	Worst Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	David Spade[image: External link] (in drag)
	Won



	Katie Holmes[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Worst Picture[image: External link]
	Adam Sandler, Jack Giarraputo[image: External link], and Todd Garner
	Won



	Worst Director[image: External link]
	Dennis Dugan
	Won



	Worst Screenplay[image: External link]
	Adam Sandler, Ben Zook, and Steve Koren[image: External link]
	Won



	Worst Screen Couple[image: External link]
	Adam Sandler and either Al Pacino, Katie Holmes or Adam Sandler
	Won



	Worst Ensemble[image: External link]
	Won



	Worst Prequel, Remake, Rip-off or Sequel[image: External link]
	Ripoff of Glen or Glenda[image: External link]
	Won





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Home media




Sony Pictures Home Entertainment[image: External link] released Jack and Jill on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] on March 6, 2012.
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Sylvester Stallone






Michael Sylvester Gardenzio Stallone[1][2][3][4][5][6][7] (/ste'loUn /[image: External link]; Italian:  [stalˈloːne][image: External link]; born July 6, 1946) is an American actor, filmmaker, and screenwriter. He is well known for his Hollywood action roles, including boxer Rocky Balboa[image: External link], the title character of the Rocky series'[image: External link] seven films from 1976 to 2015; soldier John Rambo[image: External link] from the four Rambo[image: External link] films, released between 1982 and 2008; and Barney Ross in the three The Expendables films[image: External link] from 2010 to 2014. He wrote or co-wrote most of the 14 films in all three franchises, and directed many of the films.

Stallone's film Rocky[image: External link] was inducted into the National Film Registry[image: External link] as well as having its film props placed in the Smithsonian Museum[image: External link]. Stallone's use of the front entrance to the Philadelphia Museum of Art[image: External link] in the Rocky series led the area to be nicknamed the Rocky Steps[image: External link]. Philadelphia has a statue of his Rocky character placed permanently near the museum. It was announced on December 7, 2010 that Stallone was voted into the International Boxing Hall of Fame[image: External link] in the non-participant category.[8]

In 1977, Stallone was nominated for two Academy Awards[image: External link] for Rocky, Best Original Screenplay[image: External link] and Best Actor[image: External link]. He became the third man in history to receive these two nominations for the same film, after Charles Chaplin[image: External link] and Orson Welles[image: External link].[9] He received critical raves, as well as his first Golden Globe Award win and third Academy Award[image: External link] nomination, for reprising the role of Rocky Balboa in Ryan Coogler[image: External link]'s 2015 film Creed[image: External link].
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 Early life




Stallone was born in Hell's Kitchen[image: External link],[4][10][11] New York City[image: External link], the elder son of Frank Stallone, Sr.[image: External link] (1919–2011), a hairdresser and beautician, and Jacqueline "Jackie" Stallone[image: External link] ( née[image: External link] Labofish), an astrologer, former dancer, and promoter of women's wrestling[image: External link]. Stallone's father was born in Gioia del Colle[image: External link], Apulia[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], and immigrated to the United States in the 1930s.[12][13] Stallone's mother is of half French[image: External link] (from Brittany[image: External link]) and half Russian Jewish[image: External link] (from Soviet Union[image: External link], Odessa[image: External link]) descent.[14][15][16][17][18][19] Through the Ukrainian Jewish heritage of his mother, Stallone is a relative of Odessa oligarch, Valery Kravchenko.[20] His younger brother is actor and musician Frank Stallone[image: External link].

Complications his mother suffered during labor forced her obstetricians to use two pairs of forceps[image: External link] during his birth; misuse of these accidentally severed a nerve and caused paralysis[image: External link] in parts of Stallone's face.[21][22] As a result, the lower left side of his face is paralyzed – including parts of his lip, tongue, and chin – an accident which has given Stallone his snarling look and slightly slurred speech.[22][23] Stallone was baptized[image: External link] Catholic.[24] Around the age of 4, Stallone was flat-footed and put in a tap dancing school by his mother.[25] His father moved the family to Washington, D.C.[image: External link] in the early 1950s, where he opened a beauty school. His mother opened a women's gymnasium called Barbella's in 1954.[26] Stallone's parents divorced when Sylvester was nine, and he eventually lived with his mother.[22] When Stallone was 16, he scored poorly in school and his mother got him a summer job at her beauty salon.[25] He attended Notre Dame Academy and Lincoln High School[image: External link] in Philadelphia[image: External link],[27] and Charlotte Hall Military Academy[image: External link], prior to attending Miami Dade College[image: External link] and the University of Miami[image: External link].[28]
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 Hollywood career
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 1970–1971: The Party at Kitty and Stud's and Score




Stallone had his first starring role in the soft core pornography[image: External link] feature film The Party at Kitty and Stud's[image: External link] (1970). He was paid US$200 for two days' work.[29] Stallone later explained that he had done the film out of desperation after being evicted from his apartment and finding himself homeless for several days. He has also said that he slept three weeks in the Port Authority Bus Terminal[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link] prior to seeing a casting notice for the film. In the actor's words, "it was either do that movie or rob someone, because I was at the end – the very end – of my rope".[30] The film was released several years later as Italian Stallion, in order to cash in on Stallone's newfound fame (the new title was taken from Stallone's nickname since Rocky and a line from the film).

Stallone also starred in the erotic off-Broadway stage play[image: External link] Score which ran for 23 performances at the Martinique Theatre from October 28 to November 15, 1971 and was later made into the 1974 film Score[image: External link] by Radley Metzger[image: External link].[31]
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 1969–1975: Early film roles




While he was in Switzerland[image: External link], Stallone got his start in films, playing an extra eating in a restaurant near to stars Robert Redford[image: External link] and Camilla Sparv[image: External link], in the sports drama, Downhill Racer[image: External link] (1969).[32] In 1970, Stallone appeared in the film No Place to Hide[image: External link], which was re-cut and retitled Rebel, the second version featuring Stallone as its star. After the style of Woody Allen[image: External link]'s What's Up, Tiger Lily?[image: External link], this film, in 1990, was re-edited from outtakes[image: External link] from the original movie and newly shot matching footage, then redubbed[image: External link] into an award-winning parody of itself titled A Man Called... Rainbo.[33]

Stallone's other first few film roles were minor, and included brief uncredited appearances in The Sidelong Glances of a Pigeon Kicker[image: External link] (1970) as a party guest, Woody Allen[image: External link]'s Bananas[image: External link] (1971) as a subway thug, in the psychological thriller Klute[image: External link] (1971) as an extra dancing in a club, and in the Jack Lemmon[image: External link] film The Prisoner of Second Avenue[image: External link] (1975) as a youth. In the Lemmon film, Jack Lemmon's character chases, tackles and mugs Stallone, thinking that Stallone's character is a pickpocket. He had his second starring role in The Lords of Flatbush[image: External link], in 1974.[22] In 1975, he played supporting roles in Farewell, My Lovely[image: External link]; Capone[image: External link]; and Death Race 2000[image: External link]. He made guest appearances on the TV series Police Story[image: External link] and Kojak[image: External link].
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 1976: Success with Rocky




Stallone gained worldwide fame with his starring role in the smash hit Rocky[image: External link] (1976).[22] On March 24, 1975, Stallone saw the Muhammad Ali[image: External link]–Chuck Wepner[image: External link] fight. That night Stallone went home, and after three days[34] and 20 straight hours,[35] he had written the script, but Stallone subsequently denied that Wepner provided any inspiration for it.[36][37] Other possible inspirations for the film may have included Rocky Graziano[image: External link]'s autobiography Somebody Up There Likes Me, and the movie of the same name[image: External link]. Wepner filed a lawsuit which was eventually settled with Stallone for an undisclosed amount.[37] Stallone attempted to sell the script to multiple studios, with the intention of playing the lead role himself. Irwin Winkler and Robert Chartoff became interested and offered Stallone US$350,000 for the rights, but had their own casting ideas for the lead role, including Robert Redford[image: External link] and Burt Reynolds[image: External link]. Stallone refused to sell unless he played the lead character and eventually, after a substantial budget cut to compromise, it was agreed he could be the star.[38]

Rocky was nominated for ten Academy Awards[image: External link], including Best Actor[image: External link] and Best Original Screenplay[image: External link] nominations for Stallone. The film went on to win the Academy Awards for Best Picture[image: External link], Best Directing[image: External link] and Best Film Editing[image: External link].[39]
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 1978–2005: More Rocky, Rambo, and additional roles




Following the success of Rocky, Stallone made his directorial debut and starred in the 1978 film Paradise Alley[image: External link], a family drama in which he played one of three brothers who enter the world of wrestling[image: External link]. That same year he starred in Norman Jewison[image: External link]'s F.I.S.T.[image: External link], a social drama in which he plays a warehouse worker, very loosely modeled on James Hoffa[image: External link], who becomes involved in the labor union leadership. In 1979 he wrote, directed and starred in the sequel to his 1976 hit: Rocky II[image: External link] (replacing John G. Avildsen[image: External link], who won an Academy Award for directing the first film), which also became a major success,[22] grossing US$200 million.

In 1981 he starred alongside Michael Caine[image: External link] in Escape to Victory[image: External link], a sports drama in which he plays a prisoner of war[image: External link] involved in a Nazi propaganda soccer game. That same year he starred in the thriller Nighthawks[image: External link], in which he plays a New York city cop who plays a cat and mouse game with a foreign terrorist, played by Rutger Hauer[image: External link].

Stallone launched another major franchise success, starring as Vietnam[image: External link] veteran John Rambo[image: External link], a former Green Beret, in the action-war film First Blood[image: External link] (1982).[22] The first installment of Rambo was both a critical and box office success. Critics praised Stallone's performance, saying he made Rambo seem human, as opposed to the way he is portrayed in the book of the same name. Three Rambo sequels, Rambo: First Blood Part II[image: External link] (1985), Rambo III[image: External link] (1988) and Rambo[image: External link] (2008), followed. He also continued his box office success with the Rocky franchise and wrote, directed, and starred in two more sequels to the series: Rocky III[image: External link] (1982) and Rocky IV[image: External link] (1985). Stallone has portrayed these two characters in a total of eleven films. In preparation for these roles, Stallone embarked upon a vigorous training regimen which often meant six days a week in the gym and further sit ups in the evenings. Stallone claims to have reduced his body fat percentage[image: External link] to his all-time low of 2.8% for Rocky III.[40] Stallone met former Mr. Olympia[image: External link] Franco Columbu[image: External link] to develop the appearance for Rocky IV and Rambo II films, just as if he were preparing for the Mr. Olympia competition. That meant two workouts a day, six days a week.[41]

During this time period, Stallone cultivated a strong overseas following. He also attempted, albeit unsuccessfully, roles in different genres. In 1984 he co-wrote and starred alongside Dolly Parton[image: External link] in the comedy film Rhinestone[image: External link] where he played a wannabe country music singer. For the Rhinestone soundtrack[image: External link], he performed a song. In 1987, he starred in the family drama Over the Top[image: External link] as a struggling trucker who tries to make amends with his estranged son. These films did not do well at the box office and were poorly received by critics. It was around 1985 that Stallone was signed to a remake of the 1939 James Cagney[image: External link] classic Angels With Dirty Faces[image: External link]. The film would form part of his multi-picture deal with Cannon Pictures and was to co-star Christopher Reeve[image: External link] and be directed by Menahem Golan[image: External link]. The re-making of such a beloved classic was met with disapproval by Variety[image: External link] and horror by top critic Roger Ebert. Cannon opted to make Cobra[image: External link] instead. Cobra (1986) and the buddy cop[image: External link] action film Tango & Cash[image: External link] (1989), the latter alongside Kurt Russell[image: External link], did solid business domestically and blockbuster business overseas, grossing over US$100 million in foreign markets and over US$160 million worldwide.

The 1990s began with Stallone starring in the fifth installment of the Rocky franchise, Rocky V[image: External link]. This film brought back the original film's director John G. Avildsen. It was considered a box office disappointment[image: External link].[42] He attempted the comedy genre, starring in two comedies during the early 1990s, the critical and commercial disasters Oscar[image: External link] (1991) and Stop! Or My Mom Will Shoot[image: External link] (1992). In 1993, he made a comeback with the hit Cliffhanger[image: External link], which was a success in the US, grossing US$84 million, but even more successful worldwide, grossing US$171 million. Later that year, he starred with Wesley Snipes[image: External link] in the futuristic[image: External link] action film Demolition Man[image: External link], which grossed over US$158 million worldwide. His string of hits continued with 1994's The Specialist[image: External link] (over US$170 million worldwide gross). In 1995, he played the futuristic character Judge Dredd[image: External link] (from the British comic book 2000 AD[image: External link]) in the eponymous film Judge Dredd[image: External link]. His overseas box office appeal saved the domestic box office disappointment of Judge Dredd, which cost almost US$100 million and barely made its budget back, with a worldwide tally of US$113 million. He also appeared in the thriller Assassins[image: External link] (1995) with Julianne Moore[image: External link] and Antonio Banderas[image: External link]. In 1996, he starred in the disaster film[image: External link] Daylight[image: External link].

That same year, Stallone, along with an all-star cast of celebrities, appeared in the Trey Parker[image: External link] and Matt Stone[image: External link] short comedy film "Your Studio and You[image: External link]" commissioned by the Seagram Company[image: External link] for a party celebrating their acquisition of Universal Studios[image: External link] and the MCA Corporation. Stallone speaks in his Rocky Balboa voice with subtitles translating what he is saying. At one point, Stallone starts yelling about how can they use his Balboa character, that he left it in the past; the narrator calms him with a wine cooler[image: External link] and calling him "brainiac." In response, Stallone says, "Thank you very much." He then looks at the wine cooler and exclaims, "Stupid cheap studio!"[43]

Following his breakthrough performance in Rocky, critic Roger Ebert had stated that Stallone could become the next Marlon Brando[image: External link], though he barely recaptured the critical acclaim achieved with Rocky. Stallone did go on to receive acclaim for his role in the crime drama Cop Land[image: External link] (1997), in which he starred alongside Robert De Niro[image: External link] and Ray Liotta[image: External link]. His performance led him to win the Stockholm International Film Festival[image: External link] Best Actor Award. In 1998, he did voice-over work for the computer-animated film Antz[image: External link], which was a big hit domestically.

In 2000, Stallone starred in the thriller Get Carter[image: External link] – a remake of the 1971 British Michael Caine[image: External link] film of the same name[image: External link]—but the film was poorly received by both critics and audiences. Stallone's career declined considerably after his subsequent films Driven[image: External link] (2001), Avenging Angelo[image: External link] (2002) and D-Tox[image: External link] (2002) also underachieved expectations to do well at the box office and were poorly received by critics.

In 2003, he played a villainous role in the third installment of the Spy Kids[image: External link] trilogy Spy Kids 3-D: Game Over[image: External link] which was a huge box office success (almost US$200 million worldwide). Stallone also had a cameo appearance in the 2003 French film Taxi 3[image: External link] as a passenger.

Following several poorly reviewed box office flops, Stallone started to regain prominence for his supporting role in the neo-noir[image: External link] crime drama Shade[image: External link] (2003) which was only released in a limited fashion but was praised by critics.[44] He was also attached to star and direct a film tentatively titled Rampart Scandal, which was to be about the murder of rappers Tupac Shakur[image: External link] and The Notorious B.I.G.[image: External link] and the surrounding Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link] corruption scandal.[45] It was later titled Notorious but was shelved.[46]

In 2005, he was the co-presenter, alongside Sugar Ray Leonard[image: External link], of the NBC Reality television boxing series The Contender[image: External link]. That same year he also made a guest appearance in two episodes of the television series Las Vegas[image: External link]. In 2005, Stallone also inducted wrestling icon Hulk Hogan[image: External link], who appeared in Rocky III as a wrestler named Thunderlips, into the WWE Hall of Fame; Stallone was also the person who offered Hogan the cameo in Rocky III.[47]
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 2006–2008: Revisiting Rocky and Rambo




After a three-year hiatus from films, Stallone made a comeback in 2006 with the sixth installment of his successful Rocky series, Rocky Balboa[image: External link], which was a critical and commercial hit. After the critical and box office failure of the previous installment Rocky V[image: External link], Stallone had decided to write, direct and star in a sixth installment which would be a more appropriate climax to the series. The total domestic box office came to US$70.3 million (and US$155.7 million worldwide).[48] The budget of the movie was only US$24 million. His performance in Rocky Balboa has been praised and garnered mostly positive reviews.[49]

Stallone's fourth installment of his other successful movie franchise is titled simply Rambo[image: External link]. The film opened in 2,751 theaters on January 25, 2008, grossing US$6,490,000 on its opening day and US$18,200,000 over its opening weekend. Its box office was US$113,244,290 worldwide with a budget of US$50 million.

Asked in February 2008 which of the icons (Rocky or Rambo) he would rather be remembered for, Stallone said "it's a tough one, but Rocky is my first baby, so Rocky."[50]
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 2010–present: The Expendables and Creed




The Expendables[image: External link] was Stallone's big success of 2010. The movie, which was filmed during summer/winter 2009, was released on August 13, 2010. Stallone wrote, directed and starred in the movie. Joining him in the film were fellow action stars Jason Statham[image: External link], Jet Li[image: External link], and Dolph Lundgren[image: External link], as well as Terry Crews[image: External link], Mickey Rourke[image: External link], Randy Couture[image: External link], Eric Roberts[image: External link], and Stone Cold Steve Austin[image: External link], and cameos by fellow '80s action icons Bruce Willis[image: External link] and Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link].[51] The movie took US$34,825,135 in its opening weekend, going straight in at No. 1 in the US box office. The figure marked the biggest opening weekend in Stallone's career.[52] In summer 2010, Brazilian company O2 Filmes released a statement saying it was still owed more than US$2 million for its work on the film.[53] A sequel, The Expendables 2[image: External link] was released August 17, 2012, to a positive critical reception of 67% on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link],[54] as opposed to the original's 41%.[55] As well as returning cast members from the first film, the ensemble cast also included Jean-Claude Van Damme[image: External link] and Chuck Norris[image: External link].

In 2013, Stallone starred in the action film Bullet to the Head[image: External link], directed by Walter Hill[image: External link], based upon Alexis Nolent's French graphic novel Du Plomb Dans La Tete.[56] Also in 2013, he starred in the action thriller Escape Plan[image: External link], along with Arnold Schwarzenegger and Jim Caviezel[image: External link], and in the sports comedy Grudge Match[image: External link] alongside Robert De Niro[image: External link]. Stallone expressed interest in making a remake of the Spanish film No Rest for the Wicked[image: External link] and to star in a fifth Rambo film but both projects are now shelved.[57][58]

The Expendables 3[image: External link], the third installment in the ensemble action film series was released on August 15, 2014. The returning ensemble cast also added Wesley Snipes[image: External link], Antonio Banderas[image: External link], Mel Gibson and Harrison Ford. In 2015, Stallone reprised his role as Rocky Balboa in a spin-off-sequel film, Creed[image: External link], which focused on the son of his deceased friend/rival, Apollo Creed[image: External link], becoming a boxer. The film, directed by Ryan Coogler[image: External link], received critical acclaim. Portraying the iconic cinematic boxer for the seventh time, Stallone's portrayal of the character received widespread acclaim and accolades, including the Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link], and his third Academy Award[image: External link] nomination; this time for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]. Stallone also appeared in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2[image: External link], released on May 5, 2017.[59]
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 Other film works




Stallone's debut as a director came in 1978 with Paradise Alley[image: External link], which he also wrote and starred in. In addition, he directed Staying Alive[image: External link], the sequel to Saturday Night Fever[image: External link], along with Rocky II, Rocky III, Rocky IV, Rocky Balboa, and Rambo. In August 2005, Stallone released his book Sly Moves which claimed to be a guide to fitness and nutrition as well as a candid insight into his life and works from his own perspective. The book also contained many photographs of Stallone throughout the years as well as pictures of him performing exercises. In addition to writing all six Rocky films, Stallone also wrote Cobra, Driven, and Rambo. He has co-written several other films, such as F.I.S.T., Rhinestone, Over the Top, and the first three Rambo films. His last major success as a co-writer came with 1993's Cliffhanger. In addition, Stallone has continued to express his passion in directing a film on Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link]'s life, a script he has been preparing for years.

In July 2009, Stallone appeared in a cameo in the Bollywood[image: External link] movie Kambakkht Ishq[image: External link] where he played himself.[60] Stallone also provided the voice of a lion in Kevin James' comedy Zookeeper. Stallone has also mentioned that he would like to adapt Nelson DeMille[image: External link]'s novel, The Lion's Game[image: External link], and James Byron Huggins[image: External link]'s novel, Hunter[image: External link], for which Stallone had the film rights several years; he originally planned to use the plot from Hunter for Rambo V. In 2009, Stallone expressed interest in starring in a remake of Charles Bronson[image: External link]'s 1974 film Death Wish[image: External link].[61]

There are plans for a fourth film in The Expendables series that will conclude the saga.[62] Plus, there could be a possible sequel to Creed, where Rocky Balboa[image: External link] would serve as a mentor to Adonis Creed[image: External link] once more.[63] However, no further news has since surfaced regarding its alleged development.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Soundtrack contributions




Stallone has occasionally sung in his films. He sang Too Close To Paradise for Paradise Alley[image: External link] (1978), with the music provided by Bill Conti[image: External link] (who also collaborated with Stallone in prior years, having recorded the famous "Gonna Fly Now[image: External link]" theme for his Academy Award[image: External link]-nominated film, Rocky[image: External link] (1976) which was a U.S. #1 hit).[64] In Rocky IV[image: External link] (1985) Stallone (as Rocky Balboa[image: External link]) sang Take Me Back to his on-screen wife, Adrian (played by Talia Shire[image: External link]) as they lay in bed. The song was first performed by his younger brother, Frank, who had a small role in the original Rocky as a singer at a street corner, and then had bit parts in several of the sequels. For Rhinestone[image: External link] (1984), Stallone sang (albeit, very badly) such songs as "Drinkenstein" as well as duets with his co-star, and actual country music[image: External link] star, Dolly Parton[image: External link].[65] He also performed two songs when he guest-starred on The Muppets[image: External link] TV show in the '80s, at the height of his career.[66] The last time Stallone sang in a film was in Grudge Match[image: External link] (2013) when he and Robert De Niro[image: External link] performed The Star Spangled Banner[image: External link] together.[67] Stallone's brother Frank achieved moderate success as a pop singer, releasing the #10 U.S. hit Far From Over[image: External link] in 1983 for the film Staying Alive[image: External link], which Stallone directed and had a cameo appearance in. Frank also portrayed the character Carl in the film. In addition to this, Frank has contributed songs to other films starring his brother, including Rambo: First Blood Part II[image: External link], and The Expendables 2[image: External link].
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 Boxing promoter




Stallone became a boxing promoter in the 1980s. His boxing promoting company, "Tiger Eye Productions", signed world champion boxers Sean O'Grady[image: External link] and Aaron Pryor[image: External link].[68]
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 Personal life




Stallone resides in Beverly Hills[image: External link], California[image: External link].[69]

Stallone has been married three times. At age 28, on December 28, 1974, he married Sasha Czack from Pennsylvania[image: External link]. The couple had two sons, Sage Moonblood[image: External link] (May 5, 1976 – July 13, 2012), who died of heart disease[image: External link] at age 36, and Seargeoh (b. 1979). His younger son was diagnosed with autism[image: External link] at an early age. The couple divorced[image: External link] on February 14, 1985. He married model and actress Brigitte Nielsen[image: External link] on December 15, 1985, in Beverly Hills, California. Stallone and Nielsen's marriage, which lasted two years, and their subsequent divorce, were highly publicized by the tabloid press.[70][71][72] In May 1997, Stallone married Jennifer Flavin[image: External link], with whom he has three daughters: Sophia, Sistine, and Scarlet.[73][74] His daughters were chosen to be Miss Golden Globe[image: External link] at the 74th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link].[75]

After Stallone's request that his acting and life experiences be accepted in exchange for his remaining needed college credits to graduate, he was granted a Bachelor of Fine Arts[image: External link] (BFA) degree by the president of the University of Miami[image: External link], in 1999.[76]

In 2006, Stallone partnered with a beverage company producing an upscale bottled water[image: External link] brand called Sly Water.[77]

In 2007, customs officials in Australia discovered 48 vials of the synthetic human growth hormone Jintropin[image: External link] in his luggage.[78]

His 48-year-old half-sister, Toni Ann Filiti, died of lung cancer on August 26, 2012, six weeks after the death of his son, Sage. She died at their mother Jackie Stallone[image: External link]'s Santa Monica home, after choosing to leave UCLA hospital.[79][80]

In the 2010s, Stallone started sporting tattoos on his shoulders, chest, and upper back to cover the scars he had accumulated over the years in action films. The first tattoo he had was a portrait of Flavin, followed by three roses representing their daughters. He first displayed these tattoos on-screen in The Expendables.[74]

Stallone was the recipient of the Heart of Hollywood Award from the Board of Governors of the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center[image: External link] in 2016.[81]
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 Injuries




Known for physically demanding roles, and his willingness to do a majority of his own stunts, Stallone has suffered numerous injuries during his acting career. For a scene in Rocky IV, he told Dolph Lundgren[image: External link] "Punch me as hard as you can in the chest." "Next thing I know, I was in intensive care at St. John's Hospital for four days. It's stupid!"[82] While filming a fight scene with actor and professional wrestler[image: External link] Steve Austin[image: External link] in The Expendables[image: External link], he broke his neck, which required the insertion of a metal plate.[83] During the filming of Escape to Victory[image: External link], Stallone broke a finger trying to save a penalty kick[image: External link] from Pelé[image: External link].[84]
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 Religious views




Stallone was raised a strict Catholic but stopped going to church as his acting career progressed. Later, he rediscovered his childhood faith, when his daughter was born ill in 1996, and he again became an active Catholic.[85]

In late 2006, the actor was interviewed by Pat Robertson[image: External link] from the CBN[image: External link]'s 700 Club[image: External link]. Stallone stated that before, in Hollywood, temptation[image: External link] abounded and he had "lost his way", but later put things "in God's hands".[86]

In 2010, he was interviewed by GQ magazine, to which he said that he considered himself a spiritual man, but was not part of any organized church institution.[24]
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 Political views




Stallone is an outspoken supporter of the Republican Party[image: External link].[87] In 1994, Stallone contributed $1,000 to the campaign of then- Congressman[image: External link] Rick Santorum[image: External link], who was then running for the United States Senate in Pennsylvania[image: External link].[88] In 2008, Stallone endorsed John McCain[image: External link] for that year's presidential election[image: External link]. In the 2016 election[image: External link] he praised Donald Trump[image: External link] as a "Dickensian character[image: External link]" and "larger than life," but did not endorse him or any candidate in that year's Republican primary[image: External link].[87] In December, he declined an offer to become Chair of the National Endowment for the Arts[image: External link], citing a desire to work on issues related to veterans.[89] He is a strong advocate of gun control and has been described as "the most anti-gun person working in Hollywood today".[90]
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 Awards and honors




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Sylvester Stallone[image: External link]



	Star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame


	
International Boxing Hall of Fame[image: External link] (Class of 2010)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Selected filmography




Main article: Sylvester Stallone filmography[image: External link]




	1970: The Party at Kitty and Stud's[image: External link]


	1970: No Place to Hide[image: External link]


	1974: The Lords of Flatbush[image: External link]


	1975: Capone[image: External link]


	1975: Death Race 2000[image: External link]


	1975: Farewell, My Lovely[image: External link]


	1976: Rocky[image: External link]


	1978: F.I.S.T.[image: External link]


	1978: Paradise Alley[image: External link]


	1979: Rocky II[image: External link]


	1981: Nighthawks[image: External link]


	1981: Escape to Victory[image: External link]


	1982: Rocky III[image: External link]


	1982: First Blood[image: External link]


	1983: Staying Alive[image: External link]


	1984: Rhinestone[image: External link]


	1985: Rambo: First Blood Part II[image: External link]


	1985: Rocky IV[image: External link]


	1986: Cobra[image: External link]


	1987: Over the Top[image: External link]


	1988: Rambo III[image: External link]


	1989: Lock Up[image: External link]


	1989: Tango & Cash[image: External link]


	1990: Rocky V[image: External link]


	1991: Oscar[image: External link]


	1992: Stop! Or My Mom Will Shoot[image: External link]


	1993: Cliffhanger[image: External link]


	1993: Demolition Man[image: External link]


	1994: The Specialist[image: External link]


	1995: Judge Dredd[image: External link]


	1995: Assassins[image: External link]


	1996: Daylight[image: External link]


	1997: Cop Land[image: External link]


	1998: Antz[image: External link]


	1999: D-Tox[image: External link]


	2000: Get Carter[image: External link]


	2001: Driven[image: External link]


	2002: Avenging Angelo[image: External link]


	2003: Spy Kids 3: Game Over[image: External link]


	2004: Shade[image: External link]


	2006: Rocky Balboa[image: External link]


	2008: Rambo[image: External link]


	2010: The Expendables[image: External link]


	2011: Zookeeper


	2012: The Expendables 2[image: External link]


	2012: Bullet to the Head[image: External link]


	2013: Escape Plan[image: External link]


	2013: Grudge Match[image: External link]


	2014: The Expendables 3[image: External link]


	2014: Reach Me[image: External link]


	2015: Creed[image: External link]


	2016: Ratchet & Clank[image: External link]


	2017: Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2[image: External link]


	2017: Animal Crackers[image: External link]


	2018: Escape Plan 2: Hades[image: External link]
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Punch-Drunk Love






Punch-Drunk Love is a 2002 American romantic[image: External link] comedy-drama film[image: External link] written and directed by Paul Thomas Anderson[image: External link] and starring Adam Sandler, Emily Watson[image: External link], Philip Seymour Hoffman[image: External link], Luis Guzmán[image: External link], and Mary Lynn Rajskub[image: External link].

After the release of his previous film Magnolia[image: External link] (which ran over three hours), Anderson stated that he would like to work with Adam Sandler in the future and that he was determined to make his next film ninety minutes long.[2] The film was produced by Revolution Studios[image: External link] and New Line Cinema[image: External link], and distributed by Columbia Pictures; it features the video art of Jeremy Blake[image: External link] in the form of visual interludes[image: External link]. The film received positive reviews from critics, with Sandler's performance receiving critical praise, but just failed to recoup its production budget at the box office.[3]



TOP
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 Plot




Barry Egan is a single man who owns a company that markets themed toilet plungers and other novelty items. He has seven overbearing sisters who ridicule and emotionally abuse him regularly and leads a lonely life punctuated by fits of rage and anguish. In the span of one morning, he witnesses an inexplicable car accident, picks up an abandoned harmonium[image: External link] from the street, and encounters Lena Leonard, a coworker of one of his sisters, Elizabeth. Lena had orchestrated this meeting after seeing him in a family picture belonging to Elizabeth.

Coping with his loneliness, Barry calls a phone-sex line, but the operator attempts to extort money and sends her four henchmen, who are brothers, to collect. This complicates his budding relationship with Lena, as well as his plan to exploit a loophole in a Healthy Choice[image: External link] promotion and amass a million frequent flyer miles[image: External link] by buying large quantities of pudding[image: External link].

After Lena leaves for Hawaii[image: External link] on a business trip, Barry decides to follow her. He arrives and calls one of his manipulative sisters to find out where Lena is staying. When his sister starts abusing him again, Barry snaps and demands she give him the information, which she does. Lena is overjoyed to see Barry, and they later have sex. At first, Barry explains that he is in Hawaii on a business trip by coincidence, but he soon admits that he came only for her. The romance develops further, and Barry finally feels some relief from the emotional isolation he has endured.

After they return home, the four brothers ram their car into Barry's, leaving Lena mildly injured. With his new-found freedom from loneliness in jeopardy, a surprisingly aggressive and poised Barry adeptly fights off all four of the goons in a matter of seconds, using a tire iron[image: External link] as a weapon. Suspecting that Lena will leave him if she finds out about the phone-sex fiasco, Barry leaves Lena at the hospital and tries to end the harassment by calling the phone-sex line back and speaking to the "supervisor", who turns out to be Dean Trumbell, who is also the owner of a mattress store. Barry travels to the mattress store in Provo, Utah, to confront Dean face to face. Dean, at first trying to intimidate Barry, finds Barry much more intimidating and Barry compels Dean to leave him alone.

Barry decides to tell Lena about his phone-sex episode and begs her for forgiveness, pledging his loyalty and to use his frequent-flier miles to accompany her on all future business trips. She readily agrees, and they embrace happily. Some time later, Lena approaches Barry in his office while he plays the harmonium. She puts her arms around him and says, "So, here we go."
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 Cast





	
Adam Sandler as Barry Egan

	
Emily Watson[image: External link] as Lena Leonard

	
Philip Seymour Hoffman[image: External link] as Dean Trumbell

	
Mary Lynn Rajskub[image: External link] as Elizabeth Egan

	
Luis Guzmán[image: External link] as Lance

	
Robert Smigel as Walter the Dentist
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 Box office




The film received a limited domestic release[image: External link], beginning on October 11, 2002 and totaling $17,791,032 in box office receipts; an international box office of about $6,800,000 resulted in a worldwide box office of $24,591,032.[1]
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 Critical reception




Punch-Drunk Love received generally positive reviews from critics and has a rating of 79% "Certified Fresh" on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] based on 184 reviews with an average rating of 7.4 out of 10. The consensus states "Odd, touching, and unique, Punch-Drunk Love is also delightfully funny, utilizing Adam Sandler's comic persona to explore the life of a lonely guy who finds love."[4] The film also has a score of 78 out of 100 on Metacritic[image: External link] based on 37 reviews.[5] The movie came at #33 in The A.V. Club[image: External link]'s "Top 50 films of the '00s".[6]

Roger Ebert praised Sandler's performance in his review for the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link], saying, "Sandler, liberated from the constraints of formula, reveals unexpected depths as an actor. Watching this film, you can imagine him in Dennis Hopper[image: External link] roles. He has darkness, obsession and power. He can't go on making those moronic comedies forever, can he?"[7] Sandler went on to win Best Actor at the Gijón International Film Festival[image: External link] for his performance and was also nominated for the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link].

Paul Thomas Anderson[image: External link] won the award for Best Director[image: External link] at the 2002 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link] and the film received a nomination for the Palme d'Or[image: External link].[8] The film was nominated for the Grand Prix[image: External link] of the Belgian Syndicate of Cinema Critics[image: External link].

Filmmakers Lee Unkrich[image: External link] and Judd Apatow and actor Bill Nighy[image: External link] have cited it as one of their favorite films.[9][10][11]
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 Accolades






	Award
	Category
	Subject
	Result



	Cannes Film Festival
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Paul Thomas Anderson[image: External link]
	Won



	Gijón International Film Festival[image: External link]
	Best Actor
	Adam Sandler
	Won



	Golden Globe Award
	Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link]
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Kiss
	Nominated



	Emily Watson[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Toronto Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Won



	Vancouver Film Critics Circle[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
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 Soundtrack




Main article: Punch-Drunk Love (soundtrack)[image: External link]


The score to Punch-Drunk Love was composed by Jon Brion[image: External link]. As with Magnolia[image: External link], Brion and director Paul Thomas Anderson collaborated heavily for the production of the film's score. However, rather than scoring the film after rough footage had been shot, Brion made compositions during the filming of Punch-Drunk Love. During the scoring process, Brion would experiment with tones and sounds, carefully making note of what Anderson would respond to. Anderson himself would create the vocal tempos he would envision in the score and use them on set, even to the extent of inspiring the pace of Adam Sandler's performance.

The film's score features heavy use of the harmonium[image: External link]. Brion had introduced Anderson to the harmonium on Magnolia, and Anderson knew he wanted it to feature heavily in this score.[12] Many scenes between Adam Sandler's character and the instrument were inspired by Brion. For instance, Brion once found a harmonium with a hole in its bellows before going on tour with Aimee Mann[image: External link]. To fix the problem, he covered the hole with duct tape. The situation is mirrored in the film.
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Spanglish (film)






Spanglish is a 2004 American romantic[image: External link] comedy-drama film[image: External link] written and directed by James L. Brooks[image: External link] and starring Adam Sandler, Téa Leoni[image: External link], Paz Vega[image: External link], and Cloris Leachman[image: External link]. It was released in the United States on December 17, 2004 by Columbia Pictures. The film grossed $55 million worldwide on an $80 million production budget,[2] and received mixed reviews from critics.
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 Plot




Cristina Moreno (Shelbie Bruce[image: External link]) is applying to Princeton University[image: External link]. For her application essay, she tells the story of a year her childhood, and how it shaped the person she has become today (narrated by Aimee Garcia[image: External link]).

Flor Moreno (Paz Vega[image: External link]) is a poor Mexican[image: External link] single mother who moved to America seeking a better life for her and her daughter, Cristina. She takes on two jobs, but soon cannot maintain them, so Flor's cousin takes her to a job interview to work as a nanny[image: External link] for the Clasky family, consisting of John (Adam Sandler) and Deborah Clasky (Téa Leoni[image: External link]), their children Bernice (Sarah Steele[image: External link]) and Georgie (Ian Hayland), and Deborah's mother Evelyn Wright (Cloris Leachman[image: External link]). John is a successful Chef[image: External link] and an easy-going man who enjoys cooking and spending time with his children, while Deborah is a former businesswoman turned stay-at-home mother, and Evelyn is slowly developing into an alcoholic. Deborah is uptight and her neurotic behavior often upsets the family - she mentally abuses her daughter, body shaming Bernice by forcing her to exercise, buying her smaller-sized clothes and putting her down for certain behaviors; and she frustrates John by expecting him to be submissive and accepting of her parenting style with Georgie. John is more laid back and supports the mental well-being of his children, but he feels that he cannot stand up to Deborah, and so usually decides to let her be.

Soon, Flor is needed to be a full time nanny at the Claskys' home for the Summer. Unable to communicate well in English, Deborah finds a neighbor to translate, and Flor admits she is unable to maintain these hours because she has a daughter. Out of desperation to keep Flor as their nanny, Deborah invites Cristina to come stay with them, to act as interpreter for her mother. Deborah immediately becomes attached to Cristina since she is beautiful and thin, and begins to treat her more like a daughter than Bernice. The clothes and gifts which Deborah buys for Cristina does not go unnoticed by Flor, who does not approve. Needing to get materials for a project that he is working on, John gives the children a small task, in which they will receive money in exchange for various pieces of glass they collect from the beach. Cristina takes the task seriously and ends up receiving $640 for her collection. Flor finds out about this, and is overwhelmed and angry at the large sum of money given to her daughter. Flor and John argue, with Cristina as the interpreter, and Flor wants to leave because of the awkward family dynamic. John coaxes her into staying, much to Cristina's delight, and Flor begins to learn English so she can better communicate with the Claskys.

In the meantime, John opens a new restaurant, but falls into a temporary depression because of the stress of the business, while Deborah begins an affair. Deborah enrolls Cristina into a private school with Bernice, upsetting Flor, who wants Cristina to keep in touch with her Mexican roots and working-class values. Flor feels that her employer is overstepping her bounds and voices her objection to John, who tells her he is also frustrated with Deborah because Bernice has no support system from her own mother. Flor tries to encourage Bernice and build her self-confidence, by showing her small acts of kindness, especially after Deborah has been hard on her.

Summer ends and Cristina and Bernice attend their first day of school together. That afternoon, Cristina is allowed to bring her school friends back to the Clasky's house, but not Bernice is not. Flor, who had not given permission for this, is upset at the situation and Deborah tries to cover for Cristina. The now-sober Evelyn realizes that her daughter is having an affair and that her marriage is in trouble. She pleads with Deborah to end the affair, telling her she will never get another man as good as John. Deborah confesses to John that she cheated on him and begs him to stay so that they can work things out; however, a dejected John walks out and bumps into Flor, who was about to inform him that she is quitting. He offers to give Flor a ride to the bus stop, but the pair end up going to his restaurant, where he cooks for Flor. They have a genuine and deep conversation, and become closer, but Flor is afraid of the consequences of a relationship, since they both have children. Flor tells John the she has feelings for him, but leaves before he can kiss her. A desperate Deborah continuously tries to contact John, but Evelyn prevents her from doing so. Evelyn says that her own failings as a parent have caused Deborah to become the person that she is, and the two have a frank conversation during which they become closer as mother and daughter.

Flor decides to quit and take her daughter home, which angers Cristina, who got along well with the Claskys. As they are about to leave, John tells Flor that he envies whoever will get to have her in the future, before parting ways forever. On their way home, Flor tells Cristina that she cannot attend to the private school anymore, upsetting Cristina even more. She screams in the middle of the street, accusing Flor of ruining her life. Flor loses patience with Cristina after she asks her mother for 'space', similar to the Claskys avoiding each other and asking for space when they cannot solve a problem. Flor explains to her daughter that it is time she answers the most important question of her life: "Is what you want for yourself, to become someone very different than me?" Cristina considers this on their bus ride home, and they make up and embrace.

Cristina, in her university essay, acknowledges that her life rests firmly and happily on the simple fact that she is her mother's daughter.
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 Cast





	
Adam Sandler as John Clasky

	
Paz Vega[image: External link] as Flor Moreno

	
Téa Leoni[image: External link] as Deborah Clasky

	
Cloris Leachman[image: External link] as Evelyn Wright

	
Aimee Garcia[image: External link] as the narrator (Adult Cristina Moreno)

	
Shelbie Bruce[image: External link] as 12-year-old Cristina

	Victoria Luna as 6-year-old Cristina





	
Sarah Steele[image: External link] as Bernice "Bernie" Clasky

	Ian Hyland as George "Georgie" Clasky

	Jake Pennington as Young George

	
Cecilia Suárez[image: External link] as Monica

	
Sarah Hyland[image: External link] as Sleepover girl

	
Thomas Haden Church[image: External link] as Mike the Realtor
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 Production




Brooks cast Sandler after seeing his more dramatic performance in Punch-Drunk Love.[3]

Vega could not speak English when filming began and a translator was on set during filming so that she could communicate with the director.[3]

Leachman replaced Anne Bancroft[image: External link], who dropped out of the part after four weeks of shooting because of illness.[3]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Reception





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Critical response




The film received mixed reviews. Based on 165 reviews collected by the film review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], 53% of critics gave Spanglish a positive review, with critical consensus being "Paz Vega shines, and Adam Sandler gives a performance of thoughtfulness and depth, but Spanglish is ultimately undermined by sitcommy plotting and unearned uplift.".[4] Its proponents claim it is a moving portrayal of the difficulty of family problems and self-identity (and perhaps to a lesser extent the difficulties and rewards of cross-cultural communication[image: External link]). Advocates of the film found the intense sexual chemistry between Leoni and Sandler particularly compelling. Some critics described the film as "uneven",[5] "awkward" (where John and Flor attempt to bare their souls to one another...[with] lots of words coming out of their mouths, but there doesn’t seem to be a context),[6] and "The supporting performers deserve better, especially... Cloris Leachman, who's consigned to a demeaning role...[and] the butt of rather mean-spirited jokes."[7]
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 Accolades




Hans Zimmer[image: External link] was nominated for a Golden Globe Award for Best Original Score[image: External link]. Cloris Leachman was nominated for a Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link] for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link].
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Reign Over Me






This article is about the 2007 film. For the song by The Who, see Love, Reign o'er Me[image: External link].

Reign Over Me is a 2007 American drama film[image: External link] written and directed by Mike Binder[image: External link], and produced by his brother Jack Binder[image: External link]. The film stars Adam Sandler, Don Cheadle, Jada Pinkett Smith[image: External link], Liv Tyler[image: External link], Donald Sutherland[image: External link], Saffron Burrows[image: External link] and Mike Binder himself.

Distributed by Columbia Pictures, the film was released on March 23, 2007. The film was released to DVD, and Blu-ray[image: External link] on October 9, 2007.
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 Plot




When the Twin Towers went down in 2001[image: External link], Charlie Fineman (Adam Sandler) lost everything important in his life. Five years have passed since Charlie's wife and daughters died, and now the once-successful and sociable man has become a withdrawn shadow of his former self. He does not discuss his loss, causing his in-laws to worry for his sanity, believing that he has struck the tragedy from his mind.

When fate brings Charlie and his former college roommate Alan Johnson (Don Cheadle) together once again on a Manhattan street corner, Alan is shocked to see just how far his old friend has fallen. Charlie's hair is long and he wears a headset constantly to let music drown out the upsetting memories of his wife and children.

Though on the surface it would appear that Alan, a successful dentist, has it all, the pressures of a family and career have been weighing heavily on him. At a pivotal moment when Charlie and Alan both need a trusted friend, the restorative power of a rekindled friendship provides a lifeline needed to move forward.

Alan endeavors to bring Charlie out of his shell by convincing him to see a therapist (Liv Tyler). Charlie is barely communicative, however, ending every session after only a couple of minutes. His therapist says he needs to tell the story about his family to someone eventually. Charlie soon tells Alan his tragic story, but afterwards tries to commit suicide by cop[image: External link] and ends up in a sanitarium.

Legal proceedings commence, Judge David Raines (Donald Sutherland) must determine whether to commit[image: External link] Charlie to psychiatric care against his will. The judge leaves the decision to Charlie's in-laws, asking them to think of what their daughter would want for Charlie. He approaches his in-laws in the lobby of the courthouse, stating that he does not carry pictures nor discuss his family because he sees them every day, in the faces of people walking down the street. They decide that he should not be committed; instead, Charlie moves to a new apartment, leaving behind the painful memories associated with his former home. At the end of the film, Alan visits Charlie for the day and his wife calls and tells him "I love you and just want you to come home."
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 Cast





	
Adam Sandler as Dr. Charlie Fineman

	
Don Cheadle as Dr. Alan Johnson

	
Jada Pinkett Smith[image: External link] as Janeane Johnson

	
Liv Tyler[image: External link] as Dr. Angela Oakhurst, Charlie's therapist

	
Saffron Burrows[image: External link] as Donna Remar, Alan's "stalker" patient, catches Charlie's eye

	
Donald Sutherland[image: External link] as committal hearing Judge David Raines

	
Robert Klein[image: External link] as Jonathan Timpleman, Charlie's father in-law

	
Melinda Dillon[image: External link] as Ginger Timpleman, Charlie's mother in-law

	
Mike Binder[image: External link] (film's director) as Bryan Sugarman, Charlie's protective pre-tragedy best friend

	
Jonathan Banks[image: External link] as Stelter, Alan's abrasive dental practice partner

	
John de Lancie[image: External link] as Nigel Pennington, a "covert" therapist Alan arranges

	
Rae Allen[image: External link] as Adell Modell, Charlie's protective landlady

	
Paula Newsome[image: External link] as Melanie, Alan's protective dental practice receptionist

	
Ted Raimi[image: External link] as Peter Saravino, Charlie's committal hearing lawyer

	
B. J. Novak[image: External link] as Fallon, the DA's committal hearing lawyer



In momentary footage of the dead wife and daughters, Joey King[image: External link] appears as one of the daughters. Tom Cruise[image: External link] and Javier Bardem[image: External link] were initially signed on to play Adam Sandler's role and Don Cheadle's role, respectively. Jennifer Garner[image: External link] was initially signed on to play Liv Tyler[image: External link]'s role. When Cruise dropped out, Bardem suggested Sandler after seeing him in Punch-Drunk Love. Although Sandler was initially hesitant about the project, he signed on after reading the script for a second time. Bardem later dropped from the project, so Cheadle was given the role.
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 Soundtrack




As music was an important component to the plot, various songs were used during different parts of the film, such as Bruce Springsteen[image: External link]'s "Out In The Street" and "Drive All Night", "Simple Man" by Graham Nash[image: External link], and a few songs by The Who[image: External link], including the titular "Love, Reign o'er Me[image: External link]". The latter song appears on the film's soundtrack along with a cover version[image: External link] recorded specifically for the film by Pearl Jam[image: External link]. Televised trailers features the songs "Ashes" by English band Embrace[image: External link], "All These Things That I've Done[image: External link]" by The Killers[image: External link], and "In This Life" by Chantal Kreviazuk[image: External link]. The score was written by Rolfe Kent[image: External link], and orchestrated by Tony Blondal[image: External link].
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 Reception




The film opened at #8 with a gross of $7,460,690 from 1,671 theaters, for an average of $4,465 per venue. The film closed on April 29, 2007, with a final domestic gross of $19,661,987. It made another $2,560,321 internationally for a total worldwide gross of $22,222,308, against its $20 million budget.[1]

The film received mixed reviews from critics. Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gave the film a "Fresh" rating of 64% based on 151 reviews. General praise has been awarded to the performances of Sandler and Cheadle, with many reviews also praising Binder's direction and screenplay, but the film was not nominated for any major awards. The site's consensus states "Reign Over Me is a charming, affecting tale of friendship and loss, with solid performances from Adam Sandler as a broken, grief-stricken man and Don Cheadle as his old friend and savior."[2] while at Metacritic[image: External link], which assigns a normalized[image: External link] rating out of 100 to reviews from mainstream critics, the film received an average score of 61, based on 33 reviews, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[3] Entertainment Weekly gives Reign Over Me a B− rating, calling the film "a strange, black-and-blue therapeutic drama equally mottled with likable good intentions and agitating clumsiness."[4] Reviewer Lisa Schwarzbaum shares her own discomfort with seeing the September 11 attacks casually included as a plot device in a fictional dramedy, while praising the film's performance and story.

The New York Times[image: External link] found the film "maddeningly uneven", adding, "It's rare to see so many moments of grace followed by so many stumbles and fumbles, or to see intelligence and discretion undone so thoroughly by glibness and grossness. And it is puzzling, and ultimately draining, to see a film that waves the flag of honesty—Face your demons! Speak from your heart! Open up!—turn out to be so phony."[5]

The video gaming blog[image: External link] Kotaku[image: External link] praised Reign Over Me's inclusion of the video game[image: External link] Shadow of the Colossus[image: External link], stating that it "must be one of the first Hollywood films, if not the first, to deal with games thematically and intelligently."[6]
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 See also





	List of cultural references to the September 11 attacks[image: External link]
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Funny People






Funny People is a 2009 American comedy-drama film[image: External link] written, produced and directed by Judd Apatow. It stars Adam Sandler, Seth Rogen[image: External link], Leslie Mann[image: External link], Eric Bana[image: External link], Jason Schwartzman[image: External link], Jonah Hill and Aubrey Plaza[image: External link], and follows a famous comedian who is diagnosed with a terminal disease and tries to fix the relationships in his life.

The film was released on July 31, 2009 and was a box office bomb[image: External link], grossing $71 million against its $75 million budget.



TOP
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George Simmons (Adam Sandler) is a middle-aged retired stand-up comedian turned movie star[image: External link]. Despite his wealth[image: External link] he is disillusioned and depressed[image: External link] as most of his recent film work is low-brow and poorly received. He is diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia[image: External link] and offered an experimental treatment that has only an eight-percent chance of therapeutic response. Believing he is about to die, he returns to his roots of stand-up comedy.

Ira Wright (Seth Rogen[image: External link]) is an aspiring stand-up comedian in his twenties who shares an apartment with his two best friends, Mark and Leo (Jason Schwartzman[image: External link] and Jonah Hill). Mark is a lead in his own TV comedy series[image: External link] and makes good money. Leo is a rising comedy star and guest star for a recurring role on Mark's TV show. George meets Ira at a small comedy club and hires him as his assistant. Ira becomes one of George's only close relationships. The two travel around the country, George hires Ira as his personal assistant and joke writer and opens for him in the big comedy clubs, often meeting with real life comedians who play themselves and talk about the business of comedy.

George reconnects with his ex-fiancée, Laura (Leslie Mann[image: External link]) who is currently married to Clarke (Eric Bana[image: External link]). George′s physician[image: External link] tells him that the leukemia is in remission[image: External link]. George decides he wants Laura back. Laura invites George and Ira to her house in Marin County[image: External link] while her husband is away on business. George and Ira spend quality time with Laura and her two young daughters. George and Laura sneak off to have sex, but Clarke returns home and there is an altercation.

The plot of the movie now concerns whether Laura will choose her husband, Clarke, who she suspects has cheated on her (he later confirms he received a happy ending at a massage parlor), or George (who also cheated on her many times). Ira is not always on George's side in the love triangle, so when it doesn't go George's way in the end, he fires Ira, who then calls George out on having learned nothing from his near-death experience[image: External link].

Ira returns to his old food-service job. After some time has passed, George attends Ira's stand-up act and sees that his old assistant has become a talented and competent performer. The next day, George finds Ira at work and they reconnect as friends, telling each other jokes as equals.
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 Cast






	
Kaden Ross as Kaden Ross

	
Adam Sandler as George Simmons

	
Seth Rogen[image: External link] as Ira Wright

	
Leslie Mann[image: External link] as Laura

	
Eric Bana[image: External link] as Clarke

	
Jason Schwartzman[image: External link] as Mark Taylor Jackson

	
Jonah Hill as Leo Koenig

	
Aubrey Plaza[image: External link] as Daisy Danby

	
RZA[image: External link] as Chuck

	
Maude Apatow[image: External link] as Mable

	Iris Apatow as Ingrid

	
Aziz Ansari[image: External link] as Randy Springs

	
Torsten Voges[image: External link] as Dr. Lars

	Allan Wasserman as Dr. Stevens

	
Steve Bannos[image: External link] as Deli Manager

	
Maggie Siff[image: External link] as Rachel





Dave Attell[image: External link], Sarah Silverman[image: External link], Norm Macdonald[image: External link], Paul Reiser[image: External link], Tom Anderson[image: External link], Charles Fleischer[image: External link], George Wallace[image: External link], and Andy Dick[image: External link] made cameo appearances[image: External link] as themselves in the roles of George's fellow comedians.[3] Rapper Eminem[image: External link],[4] comedian Ray Romano[image: External link], musician James Taylor[image: External link],[5] MADtv[image: External link] member Nicole Parker[image: External link],[6] and newcomer Bo Burnham[image: External link][7] also appeared in small roles. Undeclared[image: External link] alum Carla Gallo[image: External link] had a cameo in the film as a character on Yo Teach!, the television show within the film that Mark stars in,[8] while Justin Long[image: External link] and Apatow regular Ken Jeong[image: External link] have cameos in the film as characters in movies for which George is famous.[9] Owen Wilson and Elizabeth Banks[image: External link] are featured on posters for fake movies in which George starred.[10] Bryan Batt[image: External link] makes an appearance as George's agent. Musicians Jon Brion[image: External link], Sebastian Steinberg[image: External link], and James Gadson[image: External link] appear in the film as members of George's jam band. Comedians Rod Man, Budd Friedman[image: External link], Monty Hoffman, Mark Schiff, Orny Adams[image: External link], Al Lubel, and Jerry Minor[image: External link] appear as themselves. Comedian/producer/writer Carol Leifer[image: External link] appears as herself.
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 Production




Judd Apatow had expressed his desire to make a stand-up comedian mentor film loosely based on his own early experiences as a struggling performer. He could not come up with an interesting idea, however, since most of his mentors were kind to him. He then thought of making a film about a mentor facing a life crisis, and decided to cast his former roommate Adam Sandler after seeing him in Reign Over Me. They discussed making the film almost two years prior to production.[11]

Apatow had cast Sandler, Seth Rogen[image: External link], and Leslie Mann[image: External link] as the three leads in March 2008.[12] Eric Bana[image: External link], Jonah Hill, and Jason Schwartzman[image: External link] were cast in June 2008 when the title of the film was announced. When asked about the decision to cast Bana, Apatow said that both he and Rogen are fans of his films; Rogen additionally commented they cast him as the husband because he was someone who would be considered an intimidating presence to both Sandler and Rogen.[13] Bana mentioned that he decided to play the character with his native Australian accent so he would be more comfortable improvising.[14] Apatow and Mann's daughters, Maude and Iris Apatow, play the young girls in the film. Both Apatow and Mann state that this casting choice allowed for more natural dialogue for the children, but the girls have not been allowed to actually see the film[15]

Academy Award[image: External link]-winning cinematographer Janusz Kamiński[image: External link] handled the cinematography for the film. Apatow had Sandler, Rogen, and Hill write their own material for routines. Apatow filmed them performing their routines in front of live audiences, using six cameras to capture their performances and audience reactions. Apatow filmed their entire performances, although only five to ten minutes of stand-up footage appear in the film. Hill admitted his performance was not well-received because he had never done stand-up before. Additionally, Apatow filmed scenes from Sandler's character's fictional filmography, as well as scenes from Schwartzman's character's fictional television show Yo Teach!, for the film to add realism.[16]

Apatow used an old video of Sandler, from when the two were roommates, in which Sandler makes prank phone calls, and features a young Ben Stiller and Janeane Garofalo[image: External link].
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The first teaser poster[image: External link][17] for the film was released November 13, 2008. On the day the teaser poster was released, Universal Pictures[image: External link] and MySpace[image: External link] partnered together to create a contest that would allow people to have a part in the film by just writing a comment explaining why. Additionally, Apatow held a stand-up comedy concert event called "A Night of Funny People" at the Orpheum Theater[image: External link] in Los Angeles[image: External link] to film a scene for the movie. The event was open to the general public and featured acts by Adam Sandler, Seth Rogen[image: External link], Aziz Ansari[image: External link], Sarah Silverman[image: External link], David Spade[image: External link], and Patton Oswalt[image: External link], with Sandler, Rogen, and Ansari performing as their characters in the film. The first theatrical trailer[image: External link] for the film was released February 20, 2009 on the Internet, with a shortened version first appearing in theaters with I Love You, Man[image: External link].

A website for a fictional television show-within-a-film was created on NBC.com[image: External link].[18] The sitcom, Yo Teach!, "stars" character Mark Taylor Jackson (Jason Schwartzman[image: External link]), a C-list actor portraying a young teacher with a class of failing students, and includes a cameo by internet celebrity[image: External link] Bo Burnham[image: External link].[19]

A website for Aziz Ansari[image: External link]'s character Randy Springs was created, along with a documentary of the character on FunnyOrDie.com[image: External link]. The documentary was directed by Jason Woliner[image: External link].

Comedy Central[image: External link] aired a special, "Inside Funny People" on July 20, documenting the making of the film and showing clips of the stand-up. The channel also aired "Funny People: Live" on July 24, which is a live broadcast stand-up of Sandler, Rogen and Hill as part of the film's promotion.
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 Release




Funny People premiered on July 20, 2009, in Los Angeles, California[image: External link].[20]
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 Home media




Funny People was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] in the United States on November 24, 2009. There is a one-disc "Unrated & Theatrical" cut and a two-disc "Unrated Edition". The Unrated cut of the film runs at 153 minutes. It was released in the United Kingdom on January 18, 2010.[21]
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Funny People grossed $51.9 million in the United States and Canada and $19.7 million in other territories for a worldwide total of $71.6 million, against a production budget of $75 million.[2] In comparison, Apatow's previous directorial effort, Knocked Up[image: External link], cost $33 million to produce and made over $219 million in gross receipts, while Sandler's last three movies had all made over $100 million.[22]

In North America the film was released on July 31, 2009 in 3,007 theaters. It grossed $8.6 million on its opening day and $22.7 million in its opening weekend, finishing first at the box office.[2]
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 Critical response




On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film holds an approval rating of 68% based on 227 reviews,with an average rating of 6.4/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Funny People features the requisite humor, as well as considerable emotional depth, resulting in Judd Apatow's most mature film to date."[23] Another review aggregator, Metacritic[image: External link], gave the film a score of 60 out of 100, based on 36 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[24] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an average grade of "B–" on an A+ to F scale.[25]

Jeffrey Wells from Hollywood Elsewhere received feedback from sources who had seen a test screening, with one source calling it "really funny, a really sweet movie, a lot of veracity...really a brilliant film", comparing it to the works of James L. Brooks[image: External link].[26]

Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] awarded the film 3½ stars of four, calling it "a real movie. That means carefully written dialogue and carefully placed supporting performances — and it's about something. It could have easily been a formula film...but George Simmons learns and changes during his ordeal, and we empathize." It is the highest rating Ebert ever gave an Adam Sandler film, tied with his review for Punch-Drunk Love.[27] Peter Travers[image: External link] of Rolling Stone[image: External link] also praised the film, writing, "Apatow scores by crafting the film equivalent of a stand-up routine that encompasses the joy, pain, anger, loneliness and aching doubt that go into making an audience laugh."[28] Kyle Smith[image: External link] of the New York Post[image: External link] wrote that the film was "one of the most absorbing films of the year."[29]

Michael Phillips[image: External link] of the Chicago Tribune[image: External link] gave the film one of its mixed reviews, complaining of the film's two-and-a-half-hour running time: "Funny People is...an attempt by Apatow to reconcile the huge success he has become with the up-and-comer he once was. The results run an increasingly exasperating 2½ hours.".[30]

Manohla Dargis of the New York Times complains the film is "irritatingly self-satisfied" and describes the film as "nice" ... "but nice can be murder on comedy and drama alike".[31]

Gene Shalit[image: External link] of NBC's The Today Show[image: External link] disliked the film greatly, stated that it's "A smirk of faithful characters that are making a vanity movie about themselves that keeps not ending for 2 1/2 unendurable hours. Director Judd Apatow wrote the script and it's vulgar, in fact it's ineffable, because without the letter F, he would have no script."[32]
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 Soundtrack




Funny People: Original Motion Picture Soundtrack was released on July 28, 2009.


	"Great Day" by Paul McCartney[image: External link] (2:08)

	"Wires" by Coconut Records[image: External link] (2:26)

	"All the King's Horses" by Robert Plant[image: External link] and the Strange Sensation[image: External link] (4:19)

	"Carolina in My Mind[image: External link]" (Live) by James Taylor[image: External link] (4:58)

	"Keep Me in Your Heart" by Warren Zevon[image: External link] (3:27)

	"Real Love[image: External link]" by John Lennon[image: External link] performed by Adam Sandler (4:56)

	"We (Early Take)" by Neil Diamond[image: External link] (4:11)

	"Jesus, Etc." (Live Summer '08) by Wilco[image: External link] feat. Andrew Bird[image: External link] (4:01)

	"George Simmons Soon Will Be Gone" by Adam Sandler (2:15)

	"I Am Young" by Coconut Records (3:07)

	" Memory[image: External link]" by Maude Apatow & Larry Goldings[image: External link] (3:53)

	"Numb as a Statue" by Warren Zevon (4:07)

	" Photograph[image: External link]" by Ringo Starr[image: External link] (3:58)

	"Watching the Wheels[image: External link]" (Acoustic Demo) by John Lennon[image: External link] (3:06)



Bonus tracks on iTunes release:


	"Secret O' Life (Live)" by James Taylor[image: External link] (3:55)

	"Photograph" (Live) by Adam Sandler (2:55)

	"Everybody Knows This Is Nowhere[image: External link]" by Adam Sandler (4:02)

	"Nighttiming" by Coconut Records (2:48)



The film also features " Joanna[image: External link]" by Kool & The Gang[image: External link], "Three Little Birds[image: External link]" by Bob Marley[image: External link], "Diamond Dave" by The Bird and the Bee[image: External link], "Man in the Box[image: External link]" by Alice in Chains[image: External link], "(I've Had) The Time of My Life[image: External link]" by Bill Medley[image: External link] & Jennifer Warnes[image: External link], "Walk Like an Egyptian[image: External link]" by The Bangles[image: External link], "In Private" by Paul McCartney[image: External link], "Cat Song" by Tomoko Kataoka and "Give Me Love (Give Me Peace on Earth)[image: External link]" by George Harrison[image: External link]. Songs from all four former members of The Beatles[image: External link] are in the film and on its soundtrack.

The Blu-ray and 2-Disc DVD also includes Sandler performing The English Beat[image: External link]'s "Save It for Later."

Additional songs used in the film's trailers are "We Will Become Silhouettes[image: External link]" by The Postal Service[image: External link], "My Friend" by Dr. Dog[image: External link], and "Nothing'severgonnastandinmyway (Again)" by Wilco.
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 See also





	List of films featuring fictional films[image: External link]
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The Meyerowitz Stories






The Meyerowitz Stories (New and Selected)[2][3] is a 2017 American comedy-drama[image: External link] film directed and written by Noah Baumbach[image: External link]. The film stars Adam Sandler, Ben Stiller, Emma Thompson[image: External link], and Dustin Hoffman.

It was selected to compete for the Palme d'Or[image: External link] in the main competition section at the 2017 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link].[3][4]
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 Cast





	
Adam Sandler as Danny Meyerowitz[5]


	
Ben Stiller as Matthew Meyerowitz[5]


	
Emma Thompson[image: External link] as Maureen, Harold's current wife.[5]


	
Dustin Hoffman as Harold Meyerowitz, a sculptor and father to Danny, Matthew, and Jean.[5]


	Grace Van Patten as Eliza, Danny's daughter.

	
Candice Bergen[image: External link] as Julia, Harold's third wife and Danny's mother.

	
Elizabeth Marvel[image: External link] as Jean Meyerowitz

	
Rebecca Miller[image: External link] as Loretta Shapiro

	
Judd Hirsch[image: External link] as L.J. Shapiro

	
Adam Driver[image: External link] as Randy

	
Sigourney Weaver[image: External link] as herself

	
Michael Chernus[image: External link] as Male Nurse
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 Production




Principal photography[image: External link] on the film began on March 7, 2016 in New York City[image: External link].[5][6][7][8] Production concluded on May 9, 2016.[9]

The film has also been known by the title Yeh Din Ka Kissa.[10][11]
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 Release




In April 2017, Netflix acquired distribution rights to the film. It had its world premiere at the Cannes Film Festival in May 2017.[12]
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 Critical Response




The movie holds an 88% "Fresh" rating on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] based on 40 reviews with a weighted average of 7.4/10.[13]
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They're All Gonna Laugh at You!






They're All Gonna Laugh at You! is the debut album by American comedian[image: External link] Adam Sandler, released in 1993. The title comes from a repeated line in the track "Oh Mom...", which is itself a parody of a scene in the film Carrie[image: External link]. Several of the tracks on the album feature very adult humor[image: External link], a departure from the material in his films, which are generally rated PG[image: External link] or PG-13[image: External link]. This is a trend that would continue on his subsequent comedy albums and live tours.
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 Production




At the time of the recording, Adam Sandler was in the middle of his five season career at Saturday Night Live and much of this album was made with the help of his friends from the show. Besides Sandler, the album features fellow SNL performers Rob Schneider[image: External link], David Spade[image: External link], Tim Meadows[image: External link], as well as SNL writers Conan O'Brien, Robert Smigel, and career writing partner Tim Herlihy[image: External link]. The album was also produced by G.E. Smith[image: External link], SNL's musical director at the time. Several friends of Sandler's also perform and co-write on the album, some of whom would go on to become recurring players in Sandler's films, most notably Allen Covert.

In addition to several non-musical skits, the album includes five songs, two of which were performed live (and previously were performed on SNL: "The Thanksgiving Song" and "Lunchlady Land") at The Strand in Redondo Beach, California[image: External link] on July 25, 1993.[1]
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 Reception




The album was nominated for Best Comedy Album at the 37th Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link]. It has been certified 2x platinum, having sold over two million copies.[2]
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 Track listing




All written by Adam Sandler, unless otherwise noted.


	"Assistant Principal's Big Day" (Sandler/Tim Herlihy[image: External link]/Rob Schneider[image: External link]) – 2:20

	"The Buffoon and the Dean of Admissions" (Sandler/Herlihy) – 2:16

	"Buddy" (Sandler/Schneider) – 2:12

	"The Longest Pee" (Sandler/Schneider) – 2:15

	
"Food Innuendo Guy" (Sandler/Jon Rosenberg) – 2:24

	"The Beating of a High School Janitor" – 0:31

	"Right Field" (Sandler/F. Wolf/H. Busgang/D. McGrath) – 3:11

	"The Buffoon and the Valedictorian" (Sandler/Herlihy) – 2:16

	"Mr. Spindel's Phone Call" (Sandler/Robert Smigel) – 2:01

	
"The Thanksgiving Song" (Sandler/Smigel/Ian Maxtone-Graham[image: External link]) – 3:46

	"The Beating of a High School Bus Driver" (Sandler/ Koren[image: External link]) – 0:57

	"Oh Mom..." (Sandler/Schneider) – 2:08

	"Fatty McGee" (Sandler/Spade/Meadows)– 3:12

	
"At a Medium Pace" (Sandler/Koren/Smigel) – 3:16

	"The Beating of a High School Science Teacher" – 0:50

	"The Cheerleader" (Sandler/Schneider) – 1:34

	"I'm So Wasted" (Sandler/Schneider) – 5:00

	
"Lunchlady Land" (Sandler/Bob Odenkirk[image: External link]/Allen Covert/Herlihy) – 5:01

	"The Beating of a High School Spanish Teacher" – 0:28

	"Toll Booth Willie" (Koren/Sandler) – 3:47

	"Teenage Love on the Phone" – 2:32

	
"My Little Chicken" (Sandler/Schneider) – 2:15



Tracks in bold are songs.
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 Personnel





	
Adam Sandler - writer/performer

	
Allen Covert - writer/performer

	
Rob Schneider[image: External link] - writer/performer

	
Robert Smigel - writer/performer

	
Tim Herlihy[image: External link] - writer/performer

	
Tim Meadows[image: External link] - performer

	
David Spade[image: External link] - performer

	Andrew Leeds - performer

	
Conan O'Brien - performer

	
Jennifer Lien[image: External link] - performer

	
Meghan Andrews[image: External link] - performer

	
Judd Apatow - performer

	Brooks Arthur - producer

	
G.E. Smith[image: External link] - musical director[image: External link]


	Frank Nadasdy - engineer[image: External link]


	Gabe Veltri - engineer, mixing[image: External link]


	Peter Elia - assistant engineer
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (1993)
	Peak

position



	US Billboard 200[image: External link][3]

	129



	US Heatseekers Albums[image: External link] ( Billboard[image: External link])[4]

	2



	US Top Catalog Albums[image: External link] ( Billboard[image: External link])[5]

	17
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 Songs chart positions






	Title
	Year
	Peak chart positions
	Certifications[image: External link]



	Adult Pop[image: External link]

[6]
	Mainstream Rock[image: External link]

[4]



	"The Thanksgiving Song"
	1997
	40
	29
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	United States (RIAA)[7]

	2× Platinum
	2,000,000^




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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^ NBC Productions (1993). They're All Gonna Laugh at You! (Booklet). Adam Sandler. Warner Bros.[image: External link] p. 3.


	
^ Marchese, David (26 September 2013). "Enter Sandman: The Oral History of Adam Sandler's 'They're All Gonna Laugh at You!' "[image: External link]. Spin. Retrieved 15 April 2014.


	
^ "Adam Sandler – Chart history"[image: External link] Billboard 200[image: External link] for Adam Sandler. Retrieved August 13, 2010.


	
^ a b "Adam Sandler - Chart history | Heatseekers Albums"[image: External link]. Allmusic[image: External link]. Retrieved 29 Dec 2013.


	
^ "Adam Sandler – Chart history"[image: External link] Billboard[image: External link] Top Catalog Albums[image: External link] for Adam Sandler. Retrieved December 21, 2015.


	
^ "Adam Sandler Album & Song Chart History"[image: External link]. Billboard[image: External link]. Prometheus Global Media[image: External link]. Retrieved December 31, 2011.


	
^ "American album certifications – Adam Sandler – They're All Gonna Laugh at You!"[image: External link]. Recording Industry Association of America. If necessary, click Advanced, then click Format, then select Album, then click SEARCH
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What the Hell Happened to Me?






What the Hell Happened to Me? is the second studio album[image: External link] by Adam Sandler.[1] It contains the official recording of "The Chanukah Song" (recorded live at UCSB), which has become a holiday staple and one of the best-known works by Sandler. The song hit #80 on the Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] and #25 on the US Modern Rock[image: External link] charts. The album spent 57 weeks on the Billboard 200[image: External link] chart and peaked at #18.[2] The album also has been certified double-platinum, and as of 2011, has sold over 2,124,000 copies in the US. That makes it the best-selling comedy album since Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link] began tracking sales in 1991.[3] The "Excited Southerner" skits on the album are early versions of what would end up being his character 'Bobby Boucher' in 1998's The Waterboy.

Sandler went on a 21-day US tour to support the album,[4] complete with a live backing band. The live performance from June 29, 1996 was aired as an hour long special on HBO[image: External link].[5]
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 Track listing






	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Joining the Cult"
	2:52



	2.
	"Respect"
	4:34



	3.
	"Ode to My Car"
	3:55



	4.
	"The Excited Southerner Orders a Meal"
	0:45



	5.
	"The Goat"
	8:51



	6.
	"The Chanukah Song"
	3:44



	7.
	"The Excited Southerner Gets Pulled Over"
	1:04



	8.
	"The Hypnotist"
	8:02



	9.
	"Steve Polychronopolous"
	3:11



	10.
	"The Excited Southerner at a Job Interview"
	1:10



	11.
	"Do It for Your Mama"
	5:23



	12.
	"Crazy Love"
	3:56



	13.
	"The Excited Southerner Meets Mel Gibson"
	1:08



	14.
	"The Adventures of the Cow"
	5:04



	15.
	"Dip Doodle"
	3:48



	16.
	"The Excited Southerner Proposes to a Woman"
	1:03



	17.
	"Memory Lane"
	2:43



	18.
	"Mr. Bake-O"
	4:06



	19.
	"Sex or Weight Lifting"
	7:06



	20.
	"What the Hell Happened to Me?"
	2:26




Tracks in bold are songs.
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (1996)
	Peak

position



	US Billboard 200[image: External link][6]

	18



	US Top Catalog Albums[image: External link] ( Billboard[image: External link])[7]

	17
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 Songs chart positions






	Title
	Year
	Peak chart positions
	Certifications[image: External link]



	Hot 100[image: External link]

[8]
	Adult Pop[image: External link]

[9]



	"The Chanukah Song"
	1996
	80
	28
	

	RIAA[image: External link]: Gold[10]
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units[image: External link]/Sales



	United States (RIAA)[11]

	2× Platinum
	2,000,000^




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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Happy Madison Productions






Happy Madison Productions is an American[image: External link] film and television production company[image: External link] founded in 1996 by Adam Sandler which is best known for its comedy films. Happy Madison takes its name from the films Happy Gilmore and Billy Madison, two box office successes starring Sandler himself, both produced by Robert Simonds[image: External link]. The elderly man depicted in the logo is Sandler's late father, Stanley.

In addition to various Sandler-produced films, the company has also released films produced by others, such as Steven Brill[image: External link] (Little Nicky, Mr. Deeds), Dennis Dugan (The Benchwarmers[image: External link], I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry, You Don't Mess with the Zohan, Grown Ups, Grown Ups 2), Frank Coraci[image: External link] (Click, Zookeeper, Blended), Fred Wolf (Strange Wilderness[image: External link], The House Bunny[image: External link]), Tom Brady[image: External link] (The Animal, The Hot Chick[image: External link], Bucky Larson: Born to Be a Star[image: External link]), Peter Segal[image: External link] (Anger Management, 50 First Dates, The Longest Yard), and Nicholaus Goossen[image: External link] (A Day with the Meatball[image: External link], Grandma's Boy[image: External link], The Shortcut[image: External link]).

The 1998 films The Waterboy and The Wedding Singer helped jump start Sandler's movie career and production company. He produced The Waterboy and co-wrote the script with Tim Herlihy[image: External link]. The film was extremely profitable, earning over $160 million in the United States alone and made Sandler a successful actor with The Waterboy becoming his second $100 million film in a year, along with The Wedding Singer.

The company's production office is located in the Judy Garland[image: External link] Building on the Sony Pictures Studios[image: External link] lot in Culver City, California while its corporate and parent company offices (Happy Madison, Inc.) are located in Manchester, New Hampshire[1] run by Adam's brother Scott.

The company used to have a subsidiary, Madison 23 Productions, which was aimed towards the drama genre. The only production under Madison 23 was Reign Over Me, starring Adam Sandler and Don Cheadle. This studio company on the trailer of Funny People and the poster and trailer for Reign Over Me is also known as "Mr. Madison Productions". However, after the financial failure of Reign Over Me, the "Madison 23" label was shut down.

Happy Madison's most recent releases are The Ridiculous 6 and The Do Over[image: External link].



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography






	Year
	Film
	Director
	Distributor
	Budget
	Gross (worldwide)



	1999[image: External link]
	Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo
	Mike Mitchell[image: External link]
	Buena Vista Pictures[image: External link] (Touchstone Pictures[image: External link])
	$17 million
	$92,938,755



	2000[image: External link]
	Little Nicky
	Steven Brill[image: External link]
	New Line Cinema[image: External link]
	$85 million
	$58,292,295



	2001[image: External link]
	Joe Dirt[image: External link]
	Dennie Gordon[image: External link]
	Columbia Pictures
	$17.7 million
	$30,987,695



	The Animal
	Luke Greenfield[image: External link]
	$47 million
	$84,772,742



	2002[image: External link]
	Mr. Deeds
	Steven Brill
	$50 million
	$171,269,535



	The Master of Disguise[image: External link]
	Perry Andelin Blake
	$16 million
	$43,411,001



	Eight Crazy Nights[image: External link]
	Seth Kearsley
	$34 million
	$23,833,131



	The Hot Chick[image: External link]
	Tom Brady[image: External link]
	Buena Vista Pictures (Touchstone Pictures)
	$34 million
	$54,639,553



	2003[image: External link]
	Anger Management
	Peter Segal[image: External link]
	Columbia Pictures
	$75 million
	$195,745,823



	Dickie Roberts: Former Child Star[image: External link]
	Sam Weisman[image: External link]
	Paramount Pictures[image: External link]
	$17 million
	$23,794,648



	2004[image: External link]
	50 First Dates
	Peter Segal
	Columbia Pictures
	$75 million
	$196,482,882



	2005[image: External link]
	The Longest Yard
	Paramount Pictures/Columbia Pictures
	$82 million
	$190,320,588



	Deuce Bigalow: European Gigolo
	Mike Bigelow
	Columbia Pictures
	$22 million
	$45,109,561



	2006[image: External link]
	Grandma's Boy[image: External link]
	Nicholaus Goossen[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox[image: External link]
	$5.5 million
	$37,856,991



	The Benchwarmers[image: External link]
	Dennis Dugan
	Columbia Pictures
	$33 million
	$64,957,291



	Click
	Frank Coraci[image: External link]
	$82.5 million
	$237,681,299



	2007[image: External link]
	Reign Over Me
	Mike Binder[image: External link]
	$20 million
	$22,222,308



	I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry
	Dennis Dugan
	Universal Pictures[image: External link]
	$85 million
	$186,072,214



	2008[image: External link]
	Strange Wilderness[image: External link]
	Fred Wolf
	Paramount Pictures
	$20 million
	$6,964,734



	You Don't Mess with the Zohan
	Dennis Dugan
	Columbia Pictures
	$90 million
	$201,802,891



	The House Bunny[image: External link]
	Fred Wolf
	$25 million
	$70,442,940



	Bedtime Stories
	Adam Shankman
	Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link] (Walt Disney Pictures[image: External link])
	$80 million
	$212,874,442



	2009[image: External link]
	Paul Blart: Mall Cop[image: External link]
	Steve Carr[image: External link]
	Columbia Pictures
	$26 million
	$183,293,131



	Funny People
	Judd Apatow
	Universal Pictures/Columbia Pictures
	$75 million
	$71,585,235



	The Shortcut[image: External link]
	Nicholaus Goossen
	Anchor Bay Entertainment[image: External link]
	$1 million
	N/A



	2010[image: External link]
	Grown Ups
	Dennis Dugan
	Columbia Pictures
	$80 million
	$271,419,251



	2011[image: External link]
	Just Go with It
	$80 million
	$214,945,591



	Zookeeper
	Frank Coraci
	$80 million
	$169,852,759



	Bucky Larson: Born to Be a Star[image: External link]
	Tom Brady[image: External link]
	$10 million
	$2,529,395



	Jack and Jill
	Dennis Dugan
	$79 million
	$149,673,788



	2012[image: External link]
	That's My Boy
	Sean Anders[image: External link]
	$70 million
	$57,719,093



	Here Comes the Boom[image: External link]
	Frank Coraci
	$42 million
	$73,100,172



	2013[image: External link]
	Grown Ups 2[2]
	Dennis Dugan[3]
	$80 million[4]
	$246,645,494[5]



	2014[image: External link]
	Blended[6][7]
	Frank Coraci[8]
	Warner Bros.
	$40 million
	$126,794,610[9]



	2015[image: External link]
	Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2[image: External link][10]
	Andy Fickman[image: External link]
	Columbia Pictures
	$30 million
	$103,700,000



	Joe Dirt 2: Beautiful Loser[image: External link][11]
	Fred Wolf
	Crackle[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A



	Pixels[12][13]
	Chris Columbus[image: External link]
	Columbia Pictures
	$88 million
	$244,900,000



	The Ridiculous 6
	Frank Coraci
	Netflix
	$60 million
	N/A



	2016[image: External link]
	The Do-Over
	Steven Brill
	N/A



	2017[image: External link]
	Sandy Wexler



	2018[image: External link]
	The Week Of
	Robert Smigel



	Who Do You Think Will Win?[14]
	Tyler Spindel
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 Critical reception




Happy Madison's films have, for the most part, received overwhelmingly negative reviews from critics. The production company has put out three films considered to be some of the worst ever made[image: External link].[15][16][17][18]



	Year
	Film
	Metacritic[image: External link]
	Rotten[image: External link]

Tomatoes[image: External link]



	1999
	Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo
	30
	23%



	2000
	Little Nicky
	38
	22%



	2001
	Joe Dirt[image: External link]
	20
	11%



	2001
	The Animal
	43
	30%



	2002
	Mr. Deeds
	24
	22%



	2002
	The Master of Disguise[image: External link]
	12
	1%



	2002
	Eight Crazy Nights[image: External link]
	23
	12%



	2002
	The Hot Chick[image: External link]
	29
	21%



	2003
	Anger Management
	52
	43%



	2003
	Dickie Roberts: Former Child Star[image: External link]
	36
	23%



	2004
	50 First Dates
	48
	44%



	2005
	The Longest Yard
	48
	31%



	2005
	Deuce Bigalow: European Gigolo
	23
	9%



	2006
	Grandma's Boy[image: External link]
	33
	18%



	2006
	The Benchwarmers[image: External link]
	25
	11%



	2006
	Click
	45
	32%



	2007
	Reign Over Me
	61
	64%



	2007
	I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry
	37
	14%



	2008
	Strange Wilderness[image: External link]
	12
	2%



	2008
	You Don't Mess with the Zohan
	54
	37%



	2008
	The House Bunny[image: External link]
	55
	42%



	2008
	Bedtime Stories
	33
	25%



	2009
	Paul Blart: Mall Cop[image: External link]
	39
	33%



	2009
	Funny People
	60
	68%



	2009
	The Shortcut[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A



	2010
	Grown Ups
	30
	10%



	2011
	Just Go with It
	33
	19%



	2011
	Zookeeper
	30
	14%



	2011
	Bucky Larson: Born to Be a Star[image: External link]
	9
	0%



	2011
	Jack and Jill
	23
	3%



	2012
	That's My Boy
	31
	20%



	2012
	Here Comes the Boom[image: External link]
	40
	38%



	2013
	Grown Ups 2
	19
	7%



	2014
	Blended
	31
	14%



	2015
	Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2[image: External link]
	14
	6%



	2015
	Joe Dirt 2: Beautiful Loser[image: External link]
	N/A
	0%



	2015
	Pixels
	27
	17%



	2015
	The Ridiculous 6
	18
	0%



	2016
	The Do-Over
	22
	7%



	2017
	Sandy Wexler
	39
	40%




NOTE: Metacritic and Rotten Tomatoes scores are out of 100.
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Rules of Engagement[image: External link] (2007–13) (with Game Six Productions, CBS Television Studios[image: External link] and Sony Pictures Television[image: External link])

	
The Gong Show with Dave Attell[image: External link] (2008)

	
Nick Swardson's Pretend Time[image: External link] (2010–11) (with Culver Entertainment)

	
Breaking In[image: External link] (2011–12) (with Adam F. Goldberg Productions and Sony Pictures Television[image: External link])

	
The Goldbergs[image: External link] (2013–present) (with Adam F. Goldberg Productions and Sony Pictures Television[image: External link])

	
Imaginary Mary[image: External link] (2017) (with Adam F. Goldberg Productions, ABC Studios[image: External link] and Sony Pictures Television[image: External link])[19]
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 Developing programming





	
Real Genius[image: External link] (TBA) (with 3 Arts Entertainment)
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 Other





	
Nick Swardson[image: External link] – Party[image: External link] (CD/DVD) (2007)

	Nick Swardson – Seriously, Who Farted? (2009)
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Judaism






This article is about the Jewish religion. For consideration of ethnic, historic and cultural aspects of the Jewish identity, see Jews[image: External link].

Judaism (from Latin[image: External link]: Iudaismus, derived from Greek[image: External link] Ἰουδαϊσμός, originally from Hebrew[image: External link] יהודה‎, Yehudah, " Judah[image: External link]";[1][2] in Hebrew: יהדות‎, Yahadut, the distinctive characteristics of the Judean ethnos[image: External link])[3] is an ancient monotheistic[image: External link] Abrahamic religion[image: External link], with the Torah[image: External link] as its foundational text (part of the larger text known as the Tanakh[image: External link] or Hebrew Bible[image: External link]), and supplemental oral tradition represented by later texts such as the Midrash[image: External link] and the Talmud[image: External link]. It encompasses the religion[image: External link], philosophy[image: External link], culture[image: External link] and way of life of the Jewish people[image: External link].[4] Judaism is considered by religious Jews to be the expression of the covenantal relationship that God[image: External link] established with the Children of Israel[image: External link].[5] With between 14.5 and 17.4 million adherents worldwide,[6] Judaism is the tenth-largest religion in the world[image: External link].

Judaism includes a wide corpus of texts, practices, theological positions, and forms of organization. Within Judaism there are a variety of movements, most of which emerged from Rabbinic Judaism[image: External link], which holds that God revealed his laws and commandments[image: External link] to Moses[image: External link] on Mount Sinai[image: External link] in the form of both the Written[image: External link] and Oral Torah[image: External link].[7] Historically, this assertion was challenged by various groups such as the Sadducees[image: External link] and Hellenistic Judaism[image: External link] during the Second Temple period[image: External link]; the Karaites[image: External link] and Sabbateans[image: External link] during the early and later medieval period;[8] and among segments of the modern non-Orthodox denominations. Modern branches of Judaism such as Humanistic Judaism[image: External link] may be nontheistic[image: External link].[9] Today, the largest Jewish religious movements[image: External link] are Orthodox Judaism[image: External link] (Haredi Judaism[image: External link] and Modern Orthodox Judaism[image: External link]), Conservative Judaism[image: External link] and Reform Judaism[image: External link]. Major sources of difference between these groups are their approaches to Jewish law[image: External link], the authority of the Rabbinic tradition[image: External link], and the significance of the State of Israel[image: External link].[10] Orthodox Judaism maintains that the Torah and Jewish law are divine in origin, eternal and unalterable, and that they should be strictly followed. Conservative and Reform Judaism are more liberal, with Conservative Judaism generally promoting a more "traditional" interpretation of Judaism's requirements than Reform Judaism. A typical Reform position is that Jewish law should be viewed as a set of general guidelines rather than as a set of restrictions and obligations whose observance is required of all Jews.[11][12] Historically, special courts[image: External link] enforced Jewish law; today, these courts still exist but the practice of Judaism is mostly voluntary.[13] Authority on theological and legal matters is not vested in any one person or organization, but in the sacred texts and rabbis[image: External link] and scholars who interpret them.[14]

The history of Judaism[image: External link] spans more than 3,000 years.[15] Judaism has its roots as a structured religion in the Middle East[image: External link] during the Bronze Age[image: External link].[16] Judaism is considered one of the oldest monotheistic religions.[17][18] The Hebrews[image: External link] and Israelites[image: External link] were already referred to as "Jews" in later books of the Tanakh such as the Book of Esther[image: External link], with the term Jews replacing the title "Children of Israel".[19] Judaism's texts, traditions and values strongly influenced later Abrahamic religions[image: External link], including Christianity[image: External link], Islam[image: External link] and the Baha'i Faith[image: External link].[20][21] Many aspects of Judaism have also directly or indirectly influenced secular Western ethics[image: External link] and civil law.[22]

Jews are an ethnoreligious group[image: External link][23] and include those born Jewish and converts to Judaism[image: External link]. In 2015, the world Jewish population[image: External link] was estimated at about 14.3 million, or roughly 0.2% of the total world population.[24] About 43% of all Jews reside in Israel[image: External link] and another 43% reside in the United States and Canada, with most of the remainder living in Europe, and other minority groups spread throughout South America, Asia, Africa, and Australia.[24]
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Unlike other ancient Near Eastern gods, the Hebrew God is portrayed as unitary and solitary; consequently, the Hebrew God's principal relationships are not with other gods, but with the world, and more specifically, with the people he created.[25] Judaism thus begins with ethical monotheism: the belief that God is one and is concerned with the actions of mankind.[26] According to the Tanakh[image: External link] (Hebrew Bible), God promised Abraham[image: External link] to make of his offspring a great nation.[27] Many generations later, he commanded the nation of Israel[image: External link] to love and worship only one God; that is, the Jewish nation is to reciprocate God's concern for the world.[28] He also commanded the Jewish people to love one another; that is, Jews are to imitate God's love for people.[29] These commandments are but two of a large corpus of commandments[image: External link] and laws[image: External link] that constitute this covenant[image: External link], which is the substance of Judaism.

Thus, although there is an esoteric tradition in Judaism ( Kabbalah[image: External link]), Rabbinic scholar Max Kadushin[image: External link] has characterized normative Judaism as "normal mysticism", because it involves everyday personal experiences of God through ways or modes that are common to all Jews.[30] This is played out through the observance of the Halakha[image: External link] (Jewish law) and given verbal expression in the Birkat Ha-Mizvot[image: External link], the short blessings that are spoken every time a positive commandment is to be fulfilled.


	The ordinary, familiar, everyday things and occurrences we have, constitute occasions for the experience of God. Such things as one's daily sustenance, the very day itself, are felt as manifestations of God's loving-kindness, calling for the Berakhot. Kedushah, holiness, which is nothing else than the imitation of God, is concerned with daily conduct, with being gracious and merciful, with keeping oneself from defilement by idolatry, adultery, and the shedding of blood. The Birkat Ha-Mitzwot evokes the consciousness of holiness at a rabbinic rite, but the objects employed in the majority of these rites are non-holy and of general character, while the several holy objects are non-theurgic.[image: External link] And not only do ordinary things and occurrences bring with them the experience of God. Everything that happens to a man evokes that experience, evil as well as good, for a Berakah is said also at evil tidings. Hence, although the experience of God is like none other, the occasions for experiencing Him, for having a consciousness of Him, are manifold, even if we consider only those that call for Berakot.[31]




Whereas Jewish philosophers[image: External link] often debate whether God is immanent[image: External link] or transcendent[image: External link], and whether people have free will or their lives are determined, Halakha[image: External link] is a system through which any Jew acts to bring God into the world.

Ethical monotheism is central in all sacred or normative texts of Judaism. However, monotheism has not always been followed in practice. The Jewish Bible ( Tanakh[image: External link]) records and repeatedly condemns the widespread worship of other gods in ancient Israel[image: External link].[32] In the Greco-Roman era, many different interpretations of monotheism existed in Judaism, including the interpretations that gave rise to Christianity.[33]

Moreover, some have argued that Judaism is a non-creedal religion that does not require one to believe in God.[citation needed[image: External link]] For some, observance of Jewish law is more important than belief in God per se.[34] In modern times, some liberal Jewish movements do not accept the existence of a personified deity active in history.[35][36] The debate about whether one can speak of authentic or normative Judaism is not only a debate among religious Jews but also among historians.[37]
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 Core tenets




Main article: Jewish principles of faith[image: External link]


Scholars throughout Jewish history[image: External link] have proposed numerous formulations of Judaism's core tenets, all of which have met with criticism.[38] The most popular formulation is Maimonides[image: External link]' thirteen principles of faith[image: External link], developed in the 12th century. According to Maimonides, any Jew who rejects even one of these principles would be considered an apostate and a heretic.[39][40] Jewish scholars have held points of view diverging in various ways from Maimonides' principles.[41][42]

In Maimonides' time, his list of tenets was criticized by Hasdai Crescas[image: External link] and Joseph Albo[image: External link]. Albo and the Raavad[image: External link] argued that Maimonides' principles contained too many items that, while true, were not fundamentals of the faith.

Along these lines, the ancient historian Josephus[image: External link] emphasized practices and observances rather than religious beliefs, associating apostasy[image: External link] with a failure to observe Jewish law and maintaining that the requirements for conversion to Judaism included circumcision[image: External link] and adherence to traditional customs. Maimonides' principles were largely ignored over the next few centuries.[43] Later, two poetic restatements of these principles ("Ani Ma'amin[image: External link]" and " Yigdal[image: External link]") became integrated into many Jewish liturgies,[44] leading to their eventual near-universal acceptance.[45][46]

In modern times, Judaism lacks a centralized authority that would dictate an exact religious dogma.[14][47] Because of this, many different variations on the basic beliefs are considered within the scope of Judaism.[41] Even so, all Jewish religious movements[image: External link] are, to a greater or lesser extent, based on the principles of the Hebrew Bible[image: External link] and various commentaries such as the Talmud[image: External link] and Midrash[image: External link]. Judaism also universally recognizes the Biblical Covenant[image: External link] between God and the Patriarch[image: External link] Abraham[image: External link] as well as the additional aspects of the Covenant revealed to Moses[image: External link], who is considered Judaism's greatest prophet[image: External link].[41][48][49][50][51] In the Mishnah[image: External link], a core text of Rabbinic Judaism[image: External link], acceptance of the Divine origins of this covenant is considered an essential aspect of Judaism and those who reject the Covenant forfeit their share in the World to Come[image: External link].[52]

Establishing the core tenets of Judaism in the modern era is even more difficult, given the number and diversity of the contemporary Jewish denominations[image: External link]. Even if to restrict the problem to the most influential intellectual trends of the nineteenth and twentieth century, the matter remains complicated. Thus for instance, Joseph Soloveitchik's[image: External link] (associated with the Modern Orthodox movement[image: External link]) answer to modernity is constituted upon the identification of Judaism with following the halakha[image: External link] whereas its ultimate goal is to bring the holiness down to the world. Mordecai Kaplan[image: External link], the founder of the Reconstructionist Judaism[image: External link], abandons the idea of religion for the sake of identifying Judaism with civilization[image: External link] and by means of the latter term and secular translation of the core ideas, he tries to embrace as many Jewish denominations as possible. In turn, Solomon Schechter[image: External link]'s Conservative Judaism[image: External link] was identical with the tradition understood as the interpretation of Torah, in itself being the history of the constant updates and adjustment of the Law performed by means of the creative interpretation. Finally, David Philipson[image: External link] draws the outlines of the Reform movement[image: External link] in Judaism by opposing it to the strict and traditional rabbinical approach and thus comes to the conclusions similar to that of the Conservative movement.[53]
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The following is a basic, structured list of the central works of Jewish practice and thought.


	
Tanakh[image: External link][54] (Hebrew Bible[image: External link]) and Rabbinic literature[image: External link]

	Mesorah[image: External link]

	Targum[image: External link]

	Jewish Biblical exegesis[image: External link] (also see Midrash[image: External link] below)





	Works of the Talmudic Era (classic rabbinic literature)

	
Mishnah[image: External link] and commentaries

	
Tosefta[image: External link] and the minor tractates[image: External link]


	
Talmud[image: External link]:

	The Babylonian Talmud and commentaries

	
Jerusalem Talmud[image: External link] and commentaries









	
Midrashic[image: External link] literature:

	Halakhic Midrash[image: External link]

	Aggadic Midrash[image: External link]





	
Halakhic[image: External link] literature

	Major Codes of Jewish Law and Custom

	
Mishneh Torah[image: External link] and commentaries

	
Tur[image: External link] and commentaries

	
Shulchan Aruch[image: External link] and commentaries





	
Responsa[image: External link] literature





	Jewish Thought and Ethics

	Jewish philosophy[image: External link]

	
Musar literature[image: External link] and other works of Jewish ethics[image: External link]


	Kabbalah[image: External link]

	
Hasidic[image: External link] works





	
Siddur[image: External link] and Jewish liturgy[image: External link]


	
Piyyut[image: External link] (Classical Jewish poetry)



Many traditional Jewish texts are available online in various Torah databases[image: External link] (electronic versions of the Traditional Jewish Bookshelf). Many of these have advanced search options available.
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Main article: Halakha[image: External link]


The basis of Jewish law and tradition (halakha) is the Torah[image: External link] (also known as the Pentateuch[image: External link] or the Five Books of Moses). According to rabbinic tradition, there are 613 commandments[image: External link] in the Torah. Some of these laws are directed only to men or to women, some only to the ancient priestly groups, the Kohanim[image: External link] and Leviyim[image: External link] (members of the tribe of Levi[image: External link]), some only to farmers within the Land of Israel[image: External link]. Many laws were only applicable when the Temple in Jerusalem[image: External link] existed, and only 369 of these commandments are still applicable today.[55]

While there have been Jewish groups whose beliefs were based on the written text of the Torah alone (e.g., the Sadducees[image: External link], and the Karaites[image: External link]), most Jews believe in the oral law[image: External link]. These oral traditions were transmitted by the Pharisee[image: External link] school of thought of ancient Judaism, and were later recorded in written form and expanded upon by the rabbis.

According to Rabbinical Jewish tradition, God gave both the Written Law (the Torah[image: External link]) and the Oral law[image: External link] to Moses on Mount Sinai[image: External link]. The Oral law is the oral tradition as relayed by God to Moses and from him, transmitted and taught to the sages ( rabbinic[image: External link] leaders) of each subsequent generation.

For centuries, the Torah appeared only as a written text transmitted in parallel with the oral tradition. Fearing that the oral teachings might be forgotten, Rabbi Judah haNasi[image: External link] undertook the mission of consolidating the various opinions into one body of law which became known as the Mishnah.[56]

The Mishnah consists of 63 tractates codifying Jewish law, which are the basis of the Talmud. According to Abraham ben David[image: External link], the Mishnah[image: External link] was compiled by Rabbi Judah haNasi[image: External link] after the destruction of Jerusalem, in anno mundi[image: External link] 3949, which corresponds to 189 CE.[57]

Over the next four centuries, the Mishnah underwent discussion and debate in both of the world's major Jewish communities (in Israel and Babylonia[image: External link]). The commentaries from each of these communities were eventually compiled into the two Talmuds[image: External link], the Jerusalem Talmud (Talmud Yerushalmi) and the Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli). These have been further expounded by commentaries of various Torah scholars during the ages.

In the text of the Torah, many words are left undefined and many procedures are mentioned without explanation or instructions. Such phenomena are sometimes offered to validate the viewpoint that the Written Law has always been transmitted with a parallel oral tradition, illustrating the assumption that the reader is already familiar with the details from other, i.e., oral, sources.[58]

Halakha, the rabbinic Jewish way of life, then, is based on a combined reading of the Torah, and the oral tradition—the Mishnah, the halakhic Midrash[image: External link], the Talmud and its commentaries. The Halakha has developed slowly, through a precedent-based system. The literature of questions to rabbis, and their considered answers, is referred to as responsa[image: External link] (in Hebrew[image: External link], Sheelot U-Teshuvot.) Over time, as practices develop, codes of Jewish law are written that are based on the responsa; the most important code, the Shulchan Aruch[image: External link], largely determines Orthodox religious practice today.
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Main article: Jewish philosophy[image: External link]


Jewish philosophy refers to the conjunction between serious study of philosophy and Jewish theology. Major Jewish philosophers include Solomon ibn Gabirol[image: External link], Saadia Gaon[image: External link], Judah Halevi[image: External link], Maimonides[image: External link], and Gersonides[image: External link]. Major changes occurred in response to the Enlightenment[image: External link] (late 18th to early 19th century) leading to the post-Enlightenment Jewish philosophers. Modern Jewish philosophy consists of both Orthodox and non-Orthodox oriented philosophy. Notable among Orthodox Jewish philosophers are Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler[image: External link], Joseph B. Soloveitchik[image: External link], and Yitzchok Hutner[image: External link]. Well-known non-Orthodox Jewish philosophers include Martin Buber[image: External link], Franz Rosenzweig[image: External link], Mordecai Kaplan[image: External link], Abraham Joshua Heschel[image: External link], Will Herberg[image: External link], and Emmanuel Lévinas[image: External link].
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 Rabbinic hermeneutics




Orthodox[image: External link] and many other Jews[image: External link] do not believe that the revealed Torah[image: External link] consists solely of its written contents, but of its interpretations as well. The study of Torah[image: External link] (in its widest sense, to include both poetry, narrative, and law, and both the Hebrew Bible[image: External link] and the Talmud[image: External link]) is in Judaism itself a sacred act of central importance. For the sages of the Mishnah[image: External link] and Talmud[image: External link], and for their successors today, the study of Torah was therefore not merely a means to learn the contents of God's revelation, but an end in itself. According to the Talmud[image: External link],


	These are the things for which a person enjoys the dividends in this world while the principal remains for the person to enjoy in the world to come; they are: honoring parents, loving deeds of kindness, and making peace between one person and another. But the study of the Torah is equal to them all. (Talmud Shabbat 127a).



In Judaism, "the study of Torah[image: External link] can be a means of experiencing God".[60] Reflecting on the contribution of the Amoraim[image: External link] and Tanaim[image: External link] to contemporary Judaism, Professor Jacob Neusner observed:


	The rabbi's logical and rational inquiry is not mere logic-chopping. It is a most serious and substantive effort to locate in trivialities the fundamental principles of the revealed will of God to guide and sanctify the most specific and concrete actions in the workaday world .... Here is the mystery of Talmudic Judaism: the alien and remote conviction that the intellect is an instrument not of unbelief and desacralization but of sanctification."[61]




To study the Written Torah and the Oral Torah in light of each other is thus also to study how to study the word of God.

In the study of Torah, the sages formulated and followed various logical[image: External link] and hermeneutical[image: External link] principles. According to David Stern, all Rabbinic hermeneutics rest on two basic axioms:


	first, the belief in the omnisignificance of Scripture, in the meaningfulness of its every word, letter, even (according to one famous report) scribal flourish; second, the claim of the essential unity of Scripture as the expression of the single divine will.[62]




These two principles make possible a great variety of interpretations. According to the Talmud,


	A single verse has several meanings, but no two verses hold the same meaning. It was taught in the school of R. Ishmael: 'Behold, My word is like fire—declares the Lord—and like a hammer that shatters rock' (Jer 23:29). Just as this hammer produces many sparks (when it strikes the rock), so a single verse has several meanings." (Talmud Sanhedrin 34a).



Observant Jews thus view the Torah as dynamic, because it contains within it a host of interpretations[63]

According to Rabbinic tradition, all valid interpretations of the written Torah[image: External link] were revealed to Moses at Sinai in oral form[image: External link], and handed down from teacher to pupil (The oral revelation is in effect coextensive with the Talmud itself). When different rabbis forwarded conflicting interpretations, they sometimes appealed to hermeneutic principles to legitimize their arguments; some rabbis claim that these principles were themselves revealed by God to Moses at Sinai.[64]

Thus, Hillel[image: External link] called attention to seven commonly used hermeneutical principles in the interpretation of laws ( baraita[image: External link] at the beginning of Sifra[image: External link]); R. Ishmael[image: External link], thirteen (baraita at the beginning of Sifra; this collection is largely an amplification of that of Hillel).[65] Eliezer b. Jose ha-Gelili[image: External link] listed 32, largely used for the exegesis of narrative elements of Torah. All the hermeneutic rules scattered through the Talmudim[image: External link] and Midrashim[image: External link] have been collected by Malbim[image: External link] in Ayyelet ha-Shachar, the introduction to his commentary on the Sifra[image: External link]. Nevertheless, R. Ishmael's 13 principles are perhaps the ones most widely known; they constitute an important, and one of Judaism's earliest, contributions to logic[image: External link], hermeneutics[image: External link], and jurisprudence[image: External link].[66] Judah Hadassi[image: External link] incorporated Ishmael's principles into Karaite Judaism[image: External link] in the 12th century.[67] Today R. Ishmael's 13 principles are incorporated into the Jewish prayer book to be read by observant Jews on a daily basis.[68][69][70][71]
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 Origin of the term "Judaism"




The term Judaism derives from Iudaismus, a Latinized form of the Ancient Greek Ἰουδαϊσμός[image: External link] or Ioudaïsmos (from the verb ἰουδαΐζειν, "to side with or imitate the [Judeans]"),[72] and it was ultimately inspired by the Hebrew[image: External link] יהודה, Yehudah, " Judah[image: External link]";[73][74] in Hebrew: יַהֲדוּת, Yahadut. The term Ἰουδαϊσμός first appears in the Hellenistic Greek[image: External link] book of 2 Maccabees[image: External link] in the 2nd century BCE. In the context of the age and period it meant "seeking or forming part of a cultural entity"[75] and resembled its antonym hellenismos[image: External link], a word that signified a people's submission unto Hellenic[image: External link] ( Greek[image: External link]) cultural norms. The conflict between iudaismos and hellenismos lay behind the Maccabean revolt[image: External link] and hence the invention of the term iudaismos.[75] Shaye J. D. Cohen[image: External link] writes in his book The Beginnings of Jewishness:

We are tempted, of course, to translate [Ioudaïsmos] as "Judaism," but this translation is too narrow, because in this first occurrence of the term, Ioudaïsmos has not yet be reduced to designation of a religion. It means rather "the aggregate of all those characteristics that makes Judaeans Judaean (or Jews Jewish)." Among these characteristics, to be sure, are practices and beliefs that we would today call "religious," but these practices and beliefs are not the sole content of the term. Thus Ioudaïsmos should be translated not as "Judaism" but as Judaeanness.[76]

The earliest instance in Europe where the term was used to mean "the profession or practice of the Jewish religion; the religious system or polity of the Jews"[citation needed[image: External link]] is Robert Fabyan's The newe cronycles of Englande and of Fraunce a 1513. "Judaism" as a direct translation of the Latin Iudaismus first occurred in a 1611 English translation of the Apocrypha[image: External link] ( Deuterocanon[image: External link] in Catholic[image: External link] and Eastern Orthodoxy[image: External link]), 2 Macc. ii. 21: "Those that behaved themselues manfully to their honour for Iudaisme."[77]
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 Distinction between Jews as a people and Judaism




According to Daniel Boyarin[image: External link], the underlying distinction between religion and ethnicity is foreign to Judaism itself, and is one form of the dualism between spirit and flesh that has its origin in Platonic[image: External link] philosophy and that permeated Hellenistic Judaism[image: External link].[78] Consequently, in his view, Judaism does not fit easily into conventional Western categories, such as religion, ethnicity, or culture. Boyarin suggests that this in part reflects the fact that much of Judaism's more than 3,000-year history predates the rise of Western culture and occurred outside the West (that is, Europe, particularly medieval and modern Europe). During this time, Jews experienced slavery, anarchic and theocratic self-government, conquest, occupation, and exile. In the Diaspora, they were in contact with, and influenced by, ancient Egyptian, Babylonian, Persian, and Hellenic cultures, as well as modern movements such as the Enlightenment (see Haskalah[image: External link]) and the rise of nationalism, which would bear fruit in the form of a Jewish state in their ancient homeland, the Land of Israel[image: External link]. They also saw an elite population convert to Judaism (the Khazars[image: External link]), only to disappear as the centers of power in the lands once occupied by that elite fell to the people of Rus and then the Mongols.[citation needed[image: External link]] Thus, Boyarin has argued that "Jewishness disrupts the very categories of identity, because it is not national, not genealogical, not religious, but all of these, in dialectical tension."[79]

In contrast to this point of view, practices such as Humanistic Judaism[image: External link] reject the religious aspects of Judaism, while retaining certain cultural traditions.
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Main article: Who is a Jew?[image: External link]


According to Rabbinic Judaism[image: External link], a Jew is anyone who was either born of a Jewish mother or who converted to Judaism in accordance with Jewish Law. Reconstructionist Judaism[image: External link] and the larger denominations of worldwide Progressive Judaism[image: External link] (also known as Liberal or Reform Judaism) accept the child as Jewish if one of the parents is Jewish, if the parents raise the child with a Jewish identity, but not the smaller regional branches.[clarification needed[image: External link]] All mainstream forms of Judaism today are open to sincere converts, although conversion has traditionally been discouraged since the time of the Talmud. The conversion process is evaluated by an authority, and the convert is examined on his or her sincerity and knowledge.[80] Converts are called "ben Abraham" or "bat Abraham", (son or daughter of Abraham). Conversions have on occasion been overturned. In 2008, Israel's highest religious court invalidated the conversion of 40,000 Jews, mostly from Russian immigrant families, even though they had been approved by an Orthodox rabbi.[81]

Rabbinical Judaism maintains that a Jew, whether by birth or conversion, is a Jew forever. Thus a Jew who claims to be an atheist or converts to another religion is still considered by traditional Judaism to be Jewish. According to some sources, the Reform movement has maintained that a Jew who has converted to another religion is no longer a Jew,[82][83] and the Israeli Government has also taken that stance after Supreme Court cases and statutes.[84] However, the Reform movement has indicated that this is not so cut and dried, and different situations call for consideration and differing actions. For example, Jews who have converted under duress may be permitted to return to Judaism "without any action on their part but their desire to rejoin the Jewish community" and "A proselyte who has become an apostate remains, nevertheless, a Jew".[85]

Karaite Judaism[image: External link] believes that Jewish identity can only be transmitted by patrilineal descent. Although a minority of modern Karaites believe that Jewish identity requires that both parents be Jewish, and not only the father. They argue that only patrilineal descent can transmit Jewish identity on the grounds that all descent in the Torah went according to the male line.[86]

The question of what determines Jewish identity in the State of Israel was given new impetus when, in the 1950s, David Ben-Gurion[image: External link] requested opinions on mihu Yehudi ("Who is a Jew") from Jewish religious authorities and intellectuals worldwide in order to settle citizenship questions. This is still not settled, and occasionally resurfaces in Israeli politics[image: External link].
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Main article: Jewish population by country[image: External link]


The total number of Jews worldwide is difficult to assess because the definition of "who is a Jew" is problematic; not all Jews identify themselves as Jewish, and some who identify as Jewish are not considered so by other Jews. According to the Jewish Year Book (1901), the global Jewish population in 1900 was around 11 million. The latest available data is from the World Jewish Population Survey of 2002 and the Jewish Year Calendar (2005). In 2002, according to the Jewish Population Survey, there were 13.3 million Jews around the world. The Jewish Year Calendar cites 14.6 million. Jewish population growth is currently near zero percent, with 0.3% growth from 2000 to 2001.
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Main article: Jewish religious movements[image: External link]
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 Rabbinic Judaism




Rabbinic Judaism (or in some Christian traditions, Rabbinism) (Hebrew: "Yahadut Rabanit" – יהדות רבנית) has been the mainstream form of Judaism since the 6th century CE, after the codification of the Talmud[image: External link]. It is characterised by the belief that the Written Torah[image: External link] (Written Law) cannot be correctly interpreted without reference to the Oral Torah[image: External link] and the voluminous literature specifying what behavior is sanctioned by the Law[image: External link].

The Jewish Enlightenment[image: External link] of the late 18th century resulted in the division of Ashkenazi[image: External link] (Western) Jewry into religious movements or denominations, especially in North America and Anglophone countries. The main denominations today outside Israel (where the situation is rather different) are Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform.


	
Orthodox Judaism[image: External link] holds that both the Written and Oral Torah[image: External link] were divinely revealed to Moses[image: External link] and that the laws within it are binding and unchanging. Orthodox Jews generally consider commentaries on the Shulchan Aruch[image: External link] (a condensed codification of halakha that largely favored Sephardic traditions) to be the definitive codification of Jewish law. Orthodoxy places a high importance on Maimonides' 13 principles[image: External link] as a definition of Jewish faith.




	

	Orthodoxy is often divided into Modern Orthodox Judaism[image: External link] and Haredi Judaism[image: External link]. Haredi Judaism[image: External link] is less accommodating to modernity and has less interest in non-Jewish disciplines, and it may be distinguished from Modern Orthodox Judaism[image: External link] in practice by its styles of dress and more stringent practices. Subsets of Haredi Judaism[image: External link] include Hasidic Judaism[image: External link], which is rooted in the Kabbalah[image: External link] and distinguished by reliance on a Rebbe[image: External link] or religious teacher; and Sephardic Haredi[image: External link] Judaism, which emerged among Sephardic[image: External link] (Asian and North African) Jews in Israel.








	
Conservative Judaism[image: External link] is characterized by a commitment to traditional Jewish laws and customs, including observance of Shabbat[image: External link] and kashrut[image: External link], a deliberately non-fundamentalist teaching of Jewish principles of faith, a positive attitude toward modern culture, and an acceptance of both traditional rabbinic and modern scholarship when considering Jewish religious texts. Conservative Judaism teaches that Jewish law is not static, but has always developed in response to changing conditions. It holds that the Torah is a divine document written by prophets inspired by God and reflecting his will, but rejects the Orthodox position that it was dictated by God to Moses.[87][88] Conservative Judaism holds that the Oral Law[image: External link] is divine and normative, but holds that both the Written and Oral Law may be interpreted by the rabbis to reflect modern sensibilities and suit modern conditions.

	
Reform Judaism[image: External link], called Liberal or Progressive Judaism in many countries, defines Judaism in relatively universalist terms, rejects most of the ritual and ceremonial laws of the Torah[image: External link] while observing moral laws, and emphasizes the ethical call of the Prophets[image: External link]. Reform Judaism has developed an egalitarian prayer service in the vernacular (along with Hebrew[image: External link] in many cases) and emphasizes personal connection to Jewish tradition.




	
Reconstructionist Judaism[image: External link], like Reform Judaism, does not hold that Jewish law, as such, requires observance, but unlike Reform, Reconstructionist thought emphasizes the role of the community in deciding what observances to follow.

	
Jewish Renewal[image: External link] is a recent North American movement which focuses on spirituality and social justice but does not address issues of Jewish law. Men and women participate equally in prayer.

	
Humanistic Judaism[image: External link] is a small non-theistic movement centered in North America and Israel that emphasizes Jewish culture and history as the sources of Jewish identity.
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Main article: Religion in Israel[image: External link]


Most Jewish Israelis classify themselves as "secular" (hiloni), "traditional" (masorti )[image: External link], "religious" (dati) or Haredi[image: External link]. The term "secular" is more popular as a self-description among Israeli families of western (European) origin, whose Jewish identity may be a very powerful force in their lives, but who see it as largely independent of traditional religious belief and practice. This portion of the population largely ignores organized religious life, be it of the official Israeli rabbinate (Orthodox) or of the liberal movements common to diaspora Judaism (Reform, Conservative).

The term "traditional" (masorti) is most common as a self-description among Israeli families of "eastern" origin (i.e., the Middle East, Central Asia, and North Africa). This term, as commonly used, has nothing to do with the Conservative Judaism[image: External link], which also names itself "Masorti" outside North America. There is a great deal of ambiguity in the ways "secular" and "traditional" are used in Israel: they often overlap, and they cover an extremely wide range in terms of worldview and practical religious observance. The term "Orthodox" is not popular in Israeli discourse, although the percentage of Jews who come under that category is far greater than in the diaspora[image: External link]. What would be called "Orthodox" in the diaspora includes what is commonly called dati (religious) or haredi (ultra-Orthodox) in Israel. The former term includes what is called "Religious Zionism[image: External link]" or the "National Religious" community, as well as what has become known over the past decade or so as haredi-leumi ( nationalist[image: External link] haredi), or "Hardal", which combines a largely haredi lifestyle with nationalist ideology. (Some people, in Yiddish[image: External link], also refer to observant Orthodox Jews as frum, as opposed to frei (more liberal Jews)).

Haredi applies to a populace that can be roughly divided into three separate groups along both ethnic and ideological lines: (1) "Lithuanian" (non-hasidic) haredim of Ashkenazic[image: External link] origin; (2) Hasidic haredim of Ashkenazic origin; and (3) Sephardic[image: External link] haredim.
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 Karaites and Samaritans




Karaite Judaism[image: External link] defines itself as the remnants of the non-Rabbinic Jewish sects of the Second Temple[image: External link] period, such as the Sadducees[image: External link]. The Karaites ("Scripturalists") accept only the Hebrew Bible and what they view as the Peshat[image: External link] ("simple" meaning); they do not accept non-biblical writings as authoritative. Some European Karaites do not see themselves as part of the Jewish community at all, although most do.

The Samaritans[image: External link], a very small community located entirely around Mount Gerizim[image: External link] in the Nablus[image: External link]/ Shechem[image: External link] region of the West Bank[image: External link] and in Holon[image: External link], near Tel Aviv[image: External link] in Israel, regard themselves as the descendants of the Israelites of the Iron Age kingdom of Israel[image: External link]. Their religious practices are based on the literal text of the written Torah[image: External link] (Five Books of Moses), which they view as the only authoritative scripture (with a special regard also for the Samaritan Book of Joshua[image: External link]).
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Main article: Jewish ethics[image: External link]


Jewish ethics may be guided by halakhic[image: External link] traditions, by other moral principles, or by central Jewish virtues. Jewish ethical practice is typically understood to be marked by values such as justice, truth, peace, loving-kindness ( chesed[image: External link]), compassion, humility, and self-respect. Specific Jewish ethical practices include practices of charity ( tzedakah[image: External link]) and refraining from negative speech (lashon hara[image: External link]). Proper ethical practices regarding sexuality and many other issues are subjects of dispute among Jews.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Prayers




Main article: Jewish services[image: External link]


Traditionally, Jews recite prayers three times daily, Shacharit[image: External link], Mincha[image: External link], and Ma'ariv[image: External link] with a fourth prayer, Mussaf[image: External link] added on Shabbat[image: External link] and holidays[image: External link]. At the heart of each service is the Amidah[image: External link] or Shemoneh Esrei. Another key prayer in many services is the declaration of faith, the Shema Yisrael[image: External link] (or Shema). The Shema is the recitation of a verse from the Torah ( Deuteronomy[image: External link] 6:4): Shema Yisrael Adonai Eloheinu Adonai Echad—"Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God! The Lord is One!"

Most of the prayers in a traditional Jewish service can be recited in solitary prayer, although communal prayer is preferred. Communal prayer requires a quorum[image: External link] of ten adult Jews, called a minyan[image: External link]. In nearly all Orthodox and a few Conservative circles, only male Jews are counted toward a minyan; most Conservative Jews and members of other Jewish denominations count female Jews as well.

In addition to prayer services, observant traditional Jews recite prayers and benedictions[image: External link] throughout the day when performing various acts[image: External link]. Prayers are recited upon waking up in the morning[image: External link], before eating or drinking different foods, after eating a meal[image: External link], and so on.

The approach to prayer varies among the Jewish denominations. Differences can include the texts of prayers, the frequency of prayer, the number of prayers recited at various religious events, the use of musical instruments and choral music, and whether prayers are recited in the traditional liturgical languages or the vernacular. In general, Orthodox and Conservative congregations adhere most closely to tradition, and Reform and Reconstructionist synagogues are more likely to incorporate translations and contemporary writings in their services. Also, in most Conservative synagogues, and all Reform and Reconstructionist congregations, women participate in prayer services on an equal basis[image: External link] with men, including roles traditionally filled only by men, such as reading from the Torah[image: External link]. In addition, many Reform temples use musical accompaniment such as organs and mixed choirs.
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Further information: kippah[image: External link], tzitzit[image: External link], and tefillin[image: External link]


A kippah[image: External link] (Hebrew: כִּפָּה, plural kippot; Yiddish: יאַרמלקע, yarmulke) is a slightly rounded brimless skullcap worn by many Jews while praying, eating, reciting blessings, or studying Jewish religious texts, and at all times by some Jewish men. In Orthodox communities, only men wear kippot; in non-Orthodox communities, some women also wear kippot. Kippot range in size from a small round beanie that covers only the back of the head to a large, snug cap that covers the whole crown.

Tzitzit[image: External link] (Hebrew: צִיציִת) (Ashkenazi pronunciation[image: External link]: tzitzis) are special knotted "fringes" or "tassels" found on the four corners of the tallit[image: External link] (Hebrew: טַלִּית) (Ashkenazi pronunciation: tallis), or prayer shawl[image: External link]. The tallit is worn by Jewish men and some Jewish women during the prayer service. Customs vary regarding when a Jew begins wearing a tallit. In the Sephardi community, boys wear a tallit from bar mitzvah age. In some Ashkenazi communities, it is customary to wear one only after marriage. A tallit katan (small tallit) is a fringed garment worn under the clothing throughout the day. In some Orthodox circles, the fringes are allowed to hang freely outside the clothing.

Tefillin[image: External link] (Hebrew: תְפִלִּין), known in English as phylacteries (from the Greek word φυλακτήριον, meaning safeguard or amulet), are two square leather boxes containing biblical verses, attached to the forehead and wound around the left arm by leather straps. They are worn during weekday morning prayer by observant Jewish men and some Jewish women.[89]

A kittel[image: External link] (Yiddish: קיטל), a white knee-length overgarment, is worn by prayer leaders and some observant traditional Jews on the High Holidays[image: External link]. It is traditional for the head of the household to wear a kittel at the Passover seder in some communities, and some grooms wear one under the wedding canopy. Jewish males are buried in a tallit and sometimes also a kittel which are part of the tachrichim[image: External link] (burial garments).
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Main article: Jewish holiday[image: External link]


Jewish holidays are special days in the Jewish calendar, which celebrate moments in Jewish history, as well as central themes in the relationship between God and the world, such as creation[image: External link], revelation[image: External link], and redemption[image: External link].
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Main article: Shabbat[image: External link]


Shabbat[image: External link], the weekly day of rest lasting from shortly before sundown on Friday night to nightfall on Saturday night, commemorates God's day of rest after six days of creation.[90] It plays a pivotal role in Jewish practice and is governed by a large corpus of religious law. At sundown on Friday, the woman of the house welcomes the Shabbat by lighting two or more candles and reciting a blessing. The evening meal begins with the Kiddush, a blessing recited aloud over a cup of wine, and the Mohtzi, a blessing recited over the bread. It is customary to have challah[image: External link], two braided loaves of bread, on the table. During Shabbat, Jews are forbidden to engage in any activity that falls under 39 categories of melakhah[image: External link], translated literally as "work". In fact the activities banned on the Sabbath are not "work" in the usual sense: They include such actions as lighting a fire, writing, using money and carrying in the public domain. The prohibition of lighting a fire has been extended in the modern era to driving a car, which involves burning fuel and using electricity.
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Main article: Shalosh regalim[image: External link]


Jewish holy days (chaggim), celebrate landmark events in Jewish history, such as the Exodus from Egypt and the giving of the Torah, and sometimes mark the change of seasons and transitions in the agricultural cycle. The three major festivals, Sukkot, Passover and Shavuot, are called "regalim" (derived from the Hebrew word "regel", or foot). On the three regalim, it was customary for the Israelites to make pilgrimages to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices in the Temple.


	
Passover[image: External link] (Pesach) is a week-long holiday beginning on the evening of the 14th day of Nisan[image: External link] (the first month in the Hebrew calendar), that commemorates the Exodus[image: External link] from Egypt. Outside Israel, Passover is celebrated for eight days. In ancient times, it coincided with the barley harvest. It is the only holiday that centers on home-service, the Seder[image: External link]. Leavened[image: External link] products ( chametz[image: External link]) are removed from the house prior to the holiday and are not consumed throughout the week. Homes are thoroughly cleaned to ensure no bread or bread by-products remain, and a symbolic burning of the last vestiges of chametz is conducted on the morning of the Seder. Matzo[image: External link] is eaten instead of bread.

	
Shavuot[image: External link] ("Pentecost" or "Feast of Weeks") celebrates the revelation of the Torah[image: External link] to the Israelites[image: External link] on Mount Sinai. Also known as the Festival of Bikurim, or first fruits, it coincided in biblical times with the wheat harvest. Shavuot customs include all-night study marathons known as Tikkun Leil Shavuot, eating dairy foods (cheesecake and blintzes are special favorites), reading the Book of Ruth, decorating homes and synagogues with greenery, and wearing white clothing, symbolizing purity.

	
Sukkot[image: External link] ("Tabernacles" or "The Festival of Booths") commemorates the Israelites' forty years of wandering through the desert on their way to the Promised Land. It is celebrated through the construction of temporary booths called sukkot (sing. sukkah[image: External link]) that represent the temporary shelters of the Israelites during their wandering. It coincides with the fruit harvest, and marks the end of the agricultural cycle. Jews around the world eat in sukkot for seven days and nights. Sukkot concludes with Shemini Atzeret[image: External link], where Jews begin to pray for rain and Simchat Torah[image: External link], "Rejoicing of the Torah", a holiday which marks reaching the end of the Torah reading cycle and beginning all over again. The occasion is celebrated with singing and dancing with the Torah scrolls. Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah are technically considered to be a separate holiday and not a part of Sukkot.
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Main article: High Holidays[image: External link]


The High Holidays (Yamim Noraim or "Days of Awe") revolve around judgment and forgiveness.


	
Rosh Hashanah[image: External link], (also Yom Ha-Zikkaron or "Day of Remembrance", and Yom Teruah, or "Day of the Sounding of the Shofar[image: External link]"). Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year (literally, "head of the year"), although it falls on the first day of the seventh month of the Hebrew calendar[image: External link], Tishri[image: External link]. Rosh Hashanah marks the beginning of the 10-day period of atonement leading up to Yom Kippur, during which Jews are commanded to search their souls and make amends for sins committed, intentionally or not, throughout the year. Holiday customs include blowing the shofar, or ram's horn, in the synagogue, eating apples and honey, and saying blessings over a variety of symbolic foods, such as pomegranates.

	
Yom Kippur[image: External link], ("Day of Atonement") is the holiest day of the Jewish year. It is a day of communal fasting and praying for forgiveness for one's sins. Observant Jews spend the entire day in the synagogue, sometimes with a short break in the afternoon, reciting prayers from a special holiday prayerbook called a "Machzor". Many non-religious Jews make a point of attending synagogue services and fasting on Yom Kippur. On the eve of Yom Kippur, before candles are lit, a prefast meal, the "seuda mafseket", is eaten. Synagogue services on the eve of Yom Kippur begin with the Kol Nidre prayer. It is customary to wear white on Yom Kippur, especially for Kol Nidre, and leather shoes are not worn. The following day, prayers are held from morning to evening. The final prayer service, called "Ne'ilah", ends with a long blast of the shofar.
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Main article: Purim[image: External link]


Purim[image: External link] ( Hebrew[image: External link]:   פורים[image: External link] ( help[image: External link]· info[image: External link]) Pûrîm " lots[image: External link]") is a joyous Jewish holiday that commemorates the deliverance of the Persian Jews[image: External link] from the plot of the evil Haman[image: External link], who sought to exterminate[image: External link] them, as recorded in the biblical Book of Esther[image: External link]. It is characterized by public recitation of the Book of Esther, mutual gifts of food and drink, charity[image: External link] to the poor, and a celebratory meal (Esther 9:22). Other customs include drinking wine, eating special pastries called hamantashen[image: External link], dressing up in masks and costumes, and organizing carnivals and parties.

Purim is celebrated annually on the 14th of the Hebrew month of Adar[image: External link], which occurs in February or March of the Gregorian calendar.
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Main article: Hanukkah[image: External link]


Hanukkah[image: External link] ( Hebrew[image: External link]: חֲנֻכָּה‎‎, "dedication") also known as the Festival of Lights, is an eight-day Jewish holiday that starts on the 25th day of Kislev[image: External link] (Hebrew calendar[image: External link]). The festival is observed in Jewish homes by the kindling of lights on each of the festival's eight nights, one on the first night, two on the second night and so on.

The holiday was called Hanukkah (meaning "dedication") because it marks the re-dedication of the Temple after its desecration by Antiochus IV Epiphanes[image: External link]. Spiritually, Hanukkah commemorates the "Miracle of the Oil". According to the Talmud, at the re-dedication of the Temple in Jerusalem[image: External link] following the victory of the Maccabees[image: External link] over the Seleucid Empire[image: External link], there was only enough consecrated oil[image: External link] to fuel the eternal flame in the Temple for one day. Miraculously, the oil burned for eight days – which was the length of time it took to press, prepare and consecrate new oil.

Hanukkah is not mentioned in the Bible and was never considered a major holiday in Judaism, but it has become much more visible and widely celebrated in modern times, mainly because it falls around the same time as Christmas and has national Jewish overtones that have been emphasized since the establishment of the State of Israel.
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Main articles: Tisha B'Av[image: External link], Seventeenth of Tamuz[image: External link], 10th of Tevet[image: External link], and Tzom Gedaliah[image: External link]


Tisha B'Av[image: External link] ( Hebrew[image: External link]: תשעה באב‎‎ or ט׳ באב, "the Ninth of Av[image: External link]") is a day of mourning and fasting commemorating the destruction of the First[image: External link] and Second Temples[image: External link], and in later times, the expulsion of the Jews from Spain[image: External link].

There are three more minor Jewish fast days that commemorate various stages of the destruction of the Temples. They are the 17th Tamuz[image: External link], the 10th of Tevet[image: External link] and Tzom Gedaliah[image: External link] (the 3rd of Tishrei).
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Main articles: Yom Hashoah[image: External link], Yom Hazikaron[image: External link], and Yom Ha'atzmaut[image: External link]


The modern holidays of Yom Ha-shoah[image: External link] (Holocaust Remembrance Day), Yom Hazikaron[image: External link] (Israeli Memorial Day) and Yom Ha'atzmaut[image: External link] (Israeli Independence Day) commemorate the horrors of the Holocaust[image: External link], the fallen soldiers of Israel and victims of terrorism, and Israeli independence, respectively.

There are some who prefer to commemorate those who were killed in the Holocaust on the 10th of Tevet[image: External link].
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Main article: Torah reading[image: External link]


The core of festival and Shabbat[image: External link] prayer services is the public reading of the Torah[image: External link], along with connected readings from the other books of the Tanakh[image: External link], called Haftarah[image: External link]. Over the course of a year, the whole Torah is read, with the cycle starting over in the autumn, on Simchat Torah[image: External link].
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Main article: Synagogue[image: External link]


Synagogues are Jewish houses of prayer and study. They usually contain separate rooms for prayer (the main sanctuary), smaller rooms for study, and often an area for community or educational use. There is no set blueprint for synagogues and the architectural shapes and interior designs of synagogues vary greatly. The Reform movement mostly refer to their synagogues as temples. Some traditional features of a synagogue are:


	The ark[image: External link] (called aron ha-kodesh by Ashkenazim[image: External link] and hekhal by Sephardim[image: External link]) where the Torah[image: External link] scrolls are kept (the ark is often closed with an ornate curtain ( parochet[image: External link]) outside or inside the ark doors);

	The elevated reader's platform (called bimah[image: External link] by Ashkenazim and tebah by Sephardim), where the Torah is read (and services are conducted in Sephardi synagogues);

	The eternal light[image: External link] (ner tamid), a continually lit lamp or lantern used as a reminder of the constantly lit menorah[image: External link] of the Temple in Jerusalem[image: External link]


	The pulpit, or amud, a lectern facing the Ark where the hazzan[image: External link] or prayer leader stands while praying.



In addition to synagogues, other buildings of significance in Judaism include yeshivas[image: External link], or institutions of Jewish learning, and mikvahs[image: External link], which are ritual baths.
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Main article: Kashrut[image: External link]


The Jewish dietary laws are known as kashrut[image: External link]. Food prepared in accordance with them is termed kosher[image: External link], and food that is not kosher is also known as treifah or treif. People who observe these laws are colloquially said to be "keeping kosher".[91]

Many of the laws apply to animal-based foods. For example, in order to be considered kosher, mammals[image: External link] must have split hooves[image: External link] and chew their cud[image: External link]. The pig[image: External link] is arguably the most well-known example of a non-kosher animal.[92] Although it has split hooves, it does not chew its cud.[93] For seafood[image: External link] to be kosher, the animal must have fins[image: External link] and scales[image: External link]. Certain types of seafood, such as shellfish[image: External link], crustaceans[image: External link], and eels[image: External link], are therefore considered non-kosher. Concerning birds, a list of non-kosher species is given in the Torah[image: External link]. The exact translations[image: External link] of many of the species have not survived, and some non-kosher birds' identities are no longer certain. However, traditions[image: External link] exist about the kashrut status of a few birds. For example, both chickens[image: External link] and turkeys[image: External link] are permitted in most communities. Other types of animals, such as amphibians[image: External link], reptiles[image: External link], and most insects[image: External link], are prohibited altogether.[91]

In addition to the requirement that the species be considered kosher, meat and poultry (but not fish) must come from a healthy animal slaughtered in a process known as shechitah[image: External link]. Without the proper slaughtering[image: External link] practices even an otherwise kosher animal will be rendered treif. The slaughtering process is intended to be quick and relatively painless to the animal. Forbidden parts of animals include the blood[image: External link], some fats[image: External link], and the area in and around the sciatic nerve[image: External link].[91]

Jewish law also forbids the consumption of meat and dairy products together. The waiting period between eating meat and eating dairy varies by the order in which they are consumed and by community, and can extend for up to six hours. Based on the Biblical injunction against cooking a kid in its mother's milk, this rule is mostly derived from the Oral Torah[image: External link], the Talmud[image: External link] and Rabbinic law[image: External link].[91] Chicken and other kosher birds are considered the same as meat under the laws of kashrut, but the prohibition is Rabbinic, not Biblical.[94]

The use of dishes[image: External link], serving utensils, and ovens[image: External link] may make food treif that would otherwise be kosher. Utensils that have been used to prepare non-kosher food, or dishes that have held meat and are now used for dairy products, render the food treif under certain conditions.[91]

Furthermore, all Orthodox[image: External link] and some Conservative[image: External link] authorities forbid the consumption of processed grape[image: External link] products made by non-Jews, due to ancient pagan[image: External link] practices of using wine in rituals.[91] Some Conservative authorities permit wine and grape juice made without rabbinic supervision.[95]

The Torah[image: External link] does not give specific reasons for most of the laws of kashrut.[91] However, a number of explanations have been offered, including maintaining ritual purity, teaching impulse control, encouraging obedience to God, improving health, reducing cruelty to animals[image: External link] and preserving the distinctness of the Jewish community.[96] The various categories of dietary laws may have developed for different reasons, and some may exist for multiple reasons. For example, people are forbidden from consuming the blood of birds and mammals because, according to the Torah, this is where animal souls are contained.[97] In contrast, the Torah forbids Israelites from eating non-kosher species because "they are unclean".[98] The Kabbalah[image: External link] describes sparks of holiness that are released by the act of eating kosher foods, but are too tightly bound in non-kosher foods to be released by eating.[99]

Survival concerns supersede all the laws of kashrut, as they do for most halakhot[image: External link].[100][101]
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Main article: Tumah[image: External link]


The Tanakh[image: External link] describes circumstances in which a person who is tahor or ritually pure may become tamei or ritually impure. Some of these circumstances are contact with human corpses[image: External link] or graves[image: External link], seminal flux, vaginal flux, menstruation[image: External link], and contact with people who have become impure from any of these.[102][103] In Rabbinic Judaism, Kohanim[image: External link], members of the hereditary caste[image: External link] that served as priests[image: External link] in the time of the Temple, are mostly restricted from entering grave sites and touching dead bodies.[104] During the Temple period, such priests ( Kohanim[image: External link]) were required to eat their bread offering ( Terumah[image: External link]) in a state of ritual purity, which laws eventually led to more rigid laws being enacted, such as hand-washing[image: External link] which became a requisite of all Jews before consuming ordinary bread.
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Main article: Niddah[image: External link]


An important subcategory of the ritual purity laws relates to the segregation of menstruating women[image: External link]. These laws are also known as niddah[image: External link], literally "separation", or family purity. Vital aspects of halakha for traditionally observant Jews, they are not usually followed by Jews in liberal denominations.[105]

Especially in Orthodox Judaism[image: External link], the Biblical laws are augmented by Rabbinical injunctions. For example, the Torah[image: External link] mandates that a woman in her normal menstrual period must abstain from sexual intercourse[image: External link] for seven days. A woman whose menstruation is prolonged must continue to abstain for seven more days after bleeding has stopped.[102] The Rabbis conflated ordinary niddah with this extended menstrual period, known in the Torah as zavah[image: External link], and mandated that a woman may not have sexual intercourse with her husband[image: External link] from the time she begins her menstrual[image: External link] flow until seven days after it ends. In addition, Rabbinical law[image: External link] forbids the husband[image: External link] from touching or sharing a bed with his wife during this period. Afterwards, purification can occur in a ritual bath called a mikveh[image: External link].[105]

Traditional Ethiopian Jews[image: External link] keep menstruating women in separate huts[image: External link] and, similar to Karaite practice[image: External link], do not allow menstruating women into their temples[image: External link] because of a temple's special sanctity. Emigration to Israel[image: External link] and the influence of other Jewish denominations have led to Ethiopian Jews adopting more normative Jewish practices.[106][107]
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Life-cycle events, or rites of passage[image: External link], occur throughout a Jew's life that serve to strengthen Jewish identity and bind him/her to the entire community.


	
Brit milah[image: External link] – Welcoming male babies into the covenant through the rite of circumcision[image: External link] on their eighth day of life. The baby boy is also given his Hebrew name in the ceremony. A naming ceremony intended as a parallel ritual for girls, named zeved habat[image: External link] or brit bat, enjoys limited popularity.

	
Bar mitzvah and Bat mitzvah[image: External link] – This passage from childhood to adulthood takes place when a female Jew is twelve and a male Jew is thirteen years old among Orthodox and some Conservative congregations. In the Reform movement, both girls and boys have their bat/bar mitzvah at age thirteen. This is often commemorated by having the new adults, male only in the Orthodox tradition, lead the congregation in prayer and publicly read a "portion" of the Torah.

	
Marriage[image: External link] – Marriage is an extremely important lifecycle event. A wedding takes place under a chuppah[image: External link], or wedding canopy, which symbolizes a happy house. At the end of the ceremony, the groom breaks a glass with his foot, symbolizing the continuous mourning for the destruction of the Temple, and the scattering of the Jewish people.

	
Death and Mourning[image: External link] – Judaism has a multi-staged mourning[image: External link] practice. The first stage is called the shiva[image: External link] (literally "seven", observed for one week) during which it is traditional to sit at home and be comforted by friends and family, the second is the shloshim (observed for one month) and for those who have lost one of their parents, there is a third stage, avelut yud bet chodesh, which is observed for eleven months.
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The role of the priesthood in Judaism has significantly diminished since the destruction of the Second Temple[image: External link] in 70 CE when priests attended to the Temple and sacrifices. The priesthood is an inherited position, and although priests no longer have any but ceremonial duties, they are still honored in many Jewish communities. Many Orthodox Jewish communities believe that they will be needed again for a future Third Temple[image: External link] and need to remain in readiness for future duty.


	
Kohen[image: External link] (priest) – patrilineal descendant of Aaron[image: External link], brother of Moses[image: External link]. In the Temple, the kohanim were charged with performing the sacrifices. Today, a Kohen is the first one called up at the reading of the Torah, performs the Priestly Blessing[image: External link], as well as complying with other unique laws and ceremonies, including the ceremony of redemption of the first-born.

	Levi ( Levite[image: External link]) – Patrilineal descendant of Levi[image: External link] the son of Jacob[image: External link]. In the Temple in Jerusalem[image: External link], the levites sang Psalms[image: External link], performed construction, maintenance, janitorial, and guard duties, assisted the priests, and sometimes interpreted the law and Temple ritual to the public. Today, a Levite is called up second to the reading of the Torah.
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From the time of the Mishnah[image: External link] and Talmud[image: External link] to the present, Judaism has required specialists or authorities for the practice of very few rituals or ceremonies. A Jew can fulfill most requirements for prayer by himself. Some activities—reading the Torah[image: External link] and haftarah (a supplementary portion from the Prophets or Writings), the prayer for mourners, the blessings for bridegroom and bride, the complete grace after meals—require a minyan[image: External link], the presence of ten Jews.

The most common professional clergy in a synagogue[image: External link] are:


	
Rabbi[image: External link] of a congregation – Jewish scholar who is charged with answering the legal questions of a congregation. This role requires ordination by the congregation's preferred authority (i.e., from a respected Orthodox rabbi or, if the congregation is Conservative or Reform, from academic seminaries). A congregation does not necessarily require a rabbi. Some congregations have a rabbi but also allow members of the congregation to act as shatz or baal kriyah (see below).

	Hassidic Rebbe[image: External link] – rabbi who is the head of a Hasidic[image: External link] dynasty.





	
Hazzan[image: External link] (note: the "h" denotes voiceless pharyngeal fricative[image: External link]) (cantor) – a trained vocalist who acts as shatz. Chosen for a good voice, knowledge of traditional tunes, understanding of the meaning of the prayers and sincerity in reciting them. A congregation does not need to have a dedicated hazzan.



Jewish prayer services do involve two specified roles, which are sometimes, but not always, filled by a rabbi or hazzan in many congregations. In other congregations these roles are filled on an ad-hoc basis by members of the congregation who lead portions of services on a rotating basis:


	Shaliach tzibur or Shatz (leader—literally "agent" or "representative"—of the congregation) leads those assembled in prayer and sometimes prays on behalf of the community. When a shatz recites a prayer on behalf of the congregation, he is not acting as an intermediary but rather as a facilitator. The entire congregation participates in the recital of such prayers by saying amen at their conclusion; it is with this act that the shatz's prayer becomes the prayer of the congregation. Any adult capable of reciting the prayers clearly may act as shatz. In Orthodox congregations and some Conservative congregations, only men can be prayer leaders, but all Progressive[image: External link] communities now allow women to serve in this function.

	The Baal kriyah or baal koreh (master of the reading) reads the weekly Torah[image: External link] portion. The requirements for being the baal kriyah are the same as those for the shatz. These roles are not mutually exclusive. The same person is often qualified to fill more than one role and often does. Often there are several people capable of filling these roles and different services (or parts of services) will be led by each.



Many congregations, especially larger ones, also rely on a:


	
Gabbai[image: External link] (sexton) – Calls people up to the Torah, appoints the shatz for each prayer session if there is no standard shatz, and makes certain that the synagogue is kept clean and supplied.



The three preceding positions are usually voluntary and considered an honor. Since the Enlightenment[image: External link] large synagogues have often adopted the practice of hiring rabbis and hazzans to act as shatz and baal kriyah, and this is still typically the case in many Conservative and Reform congregations. However, in most Orthodox synagogues these positions are filled by laypeople on a rotating or ad-hoc basis. Although most congregations hire one or more Rabbis, the use of a professional hazzan is generally declining in American congregations, and the use of professionals for other offices is rarer still.
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 Specialized religious roles





	
Dayan[image: External link] (judge) – An ordained rabbi with special legal training who belongs to a beth din[image: External link] (rabbinical court). In Israel, religious courts handle marriage and divorce cases, conversion and financial disputes in the Jewish community.

	
Mohel[image: External link] (circumciser) – An expert in the laws of circumcision who has received training from a previously qualified mohel and performs the brit milah[image: External link] (circumcision).

	
Shochet[image: External link] (ritual slaughterer) – In order for meat to be kosher, it must be slaughtered by a shochet who is an expert in the laws of kashrut and has been trained by another shochet.


	
Sofer[image: External link] (scribe) – Torah[image: External link] scrolls, tefillin[image: External link] (phylacteries), mezuzot[image: External link] (scrolls put on doorposts), and gittin (bills of divorce) must be written by a sofer who is an expert in Hebrew calligraphy and has undergone rigorous training in the laws of writing sacred texts.

	
Rosh yeshiva[image: External link] – A Torah scholar who runs a yeshiva[image: External link].

	
Mashgiach[image: External link] of a yeshiva – Depending on which yeshiva, might either be the person responsible for ensuring attendance and proper conduct, or even supervise the emotional and spiritual welfare of the students and give lectures on mussar[image: External link] (Jewish ethics).

	
Mashgiach[image: External link] – Supervises manufacturers of kosher food, importers, caterers and restaurants to ensure that the food is kosher. Must be an expert in the laws of kashrut[image: External link] and trained by a rabbi, if not a rabbi himself.
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 History




Main article: Jewish history[image: External link]


This section is about the history of Judaism. For the book on Ancient Judaism, see Ancient Judaism (book)[image: External link].
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 Origins




Main article: Origins of Judaism[image: External link]


Further information: Ancient Semitic religion[image: External link]


At its core, the Tanakh is an account of the Israelites[image: External link]' relationship with God[image: External link] from their earliest history until the building of the Second Temple[image: External link] (c. 535 BCE). Abraham[image: External link] is hailed as the first Hebrew[image: External link] and the father of the Jewish people. As a reward for his act of faith in one God, he was promised that Isaac[image: External link], his second son, would inherit the Land of Israel[image: External link] (then called Canaan[image: External link]). Later, the descendants of Isaac's son Jacob[image: External link] were enslaved in Egypt[image: External link], and God commanded Moses[image: External link] to lead the Exodus[image: External link] from Egypt. At Mount Sinai[image: External link], they received the Torah[image: External link]—the five books of Moses. These books, together with Nevi'im[image: External link] and Ketuvim[image: External link] are known as Torah Shebikhtav as opposed to the Oral Torah[image: External link], which refers to the Mishnah and the Talmud. Eventually, God led them to the land of Israel[image: External link] where the tabernacle[image: External link] was planted in the city of Shiloh[image: External link] for over 300 years to rally the nation against attacking enemies. As time went on, the spiritual level of the nation declined to the point that God allowed the Philistines[image: External link] to capture the tabernacle. The people of Israel then told Samuel[image: External link] the prophet[image: External link] that they needed to be governed by a permanent king, and Samuel appointed Saul[image: External link] to be their King. When the people pressured Saul into going against a command conveyed to him by Samuel, God told Samuel to appoint David[image: External link] in his stead.

Once King David was established, he told the prophet Nathan[image: External link] that he would like to build a permanent temple, and as a reward for his actions, God promised David that he would allow his son, Solomon[image: External link], to build the First Temple[image: External link] and the throne would never depart from his children.

Rabbinic tradition holds that the details and interpretation of the law, which are called the Oral Torah[image: External link] or oral law[image: External link], were originally an unwritten tradition based upon what God told Moses on Mount Sinai. However, as the persecutions of the Jews increased and the details were in danger of being forgotten, these oral laws were recorded by Rabbi[image: External link] Judah HaNasi[image: External link] (Judah the Prince) in the Mishnah[image: External link], redacted circa 200 CE. The Talmud[image: External link] was a compilation of both the Mishnah and the Gemara[image: External link], rabbinic commentaries redacted over the next three centuries. The Gemara originated in two major centers of Jewish scholarship, Palestine[image: External link] and Babylonia[image: External link].[108] Correspondingly, two bodies of analysis developed, and two works of Talmud were created. The older compilation is called the Jerusalem Talmud[image: External link]. It was compiled sometime during the 4th century in Palestine[image: External link].[108] The Babylonian Talmud was compiled from discussions in the houses of study by the scholars Ravina I[image: External link], Ravina II[image: External link], and Rav Ashi[image: External link] by 500 CE, although it continued to be edited later.

Some critical scholars oppose the view that the sacred texts, including the Hebrew Bible[image: External link], were divinely inspired. Many of these scholars accept the general principles of the documentary hypothesis[image: External link] and suggest that the Torah[image: External link] consists of inconsistent texts edited together in a way that calls attention to divergent accounts.[109][110][111] Many suggest that during the First Temple period, the people of Israel believed that each nation had its own god, but that their god was superior to other gods.[112][113] Some suggest that strict monotheism developed during the Babylonian Exile, perhaps in reaction to Zoroastrian[image: External link] dualism.[114] In this view, it was only by the Hellenic period[image: External link] that most Jews came to believe that their god was the only god and that the notion of a clearly bounded Jewish nation identical with the Jewish religion formed.[115]

John Day[image: External link] argues that the origins of biblical Yahweh[image: External link], El[image: External link], Asherah[image: External link], and Ba'al[image: External link], may be rooted in earlier Canaanite religion[image: External link], which was centered on a pantheon of gods much like the Greek pantheon[image: External link].[116]
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 Antiquity




Main articles: Ancient Israel and Judah[image: External link], Babylonian captivity[image: External link], Hellenistic Judaism[image: External link], Hasmonean Kingdom[image: External link], Iudaea Province[image: External link], and Bar Kokhba revolt[image: External link]


According to the Hebrew Bible[image: External link], the United Monarchy[image: External link] was established under Saul[image: External link] and continued under King David[image: External link] and Solomon[image: External link] with its capital in Jerusalem[image: External link]. After Solomon's reign, the nation split into two kingdoms, the Kingdom of Israel[image: External link] (in the north) and the Kingdom of Judah[image: External link] (in the south). The Kingdom of Israel was conquered by the Assyrian[image: External link] ruler Sargon II[image: External link] in the late 8th century BCE with many people from the capital Samaria being taken captive to Media and the Khabur River[image: External link] valley. The Kingdom of Judah[image: External link] continued as an independent state until it was conquered by a Babylonian army in the early 6th century BCE, destroying the First Temple[image: External link] that was at the center of ancient Jewish worship. The Judean elite were exiled to Babylonia[image: External link] and this is regarded as the first Jewish Diaspora. Later many of them returned to their homeland after the subsequent conquest of Babylonia by the Persians[image: External link] seventy years later, a period known as the Babylonian Captivity[image: External link]. A new Second Temple[image: External link] was constructed, and old religious practices were resumed.

During the early years of the Second Temple, the highest religious authority was a council known as the Great Assembly, led by Ezra of the Book of Ezra. Among other accomplishments of the Great Assembly, the last books of the Bible were written at this time and the canon sealed.

Hellenistic Judaism[image: External link] spread to Ptolemaic Egypt[image: External link] from the 3rd century BCE. After the Great Revolt[image: External link] (66–73 CE), the Romans destroyed the Temple. Hadrian[image: External link] built a pagan idol on the Temple grounds and prohibited circumcision; these acts of ethnocide provoked the Bar Kokhba revolt[image: External link] 132–136 CE after which the Romans banned the study of the Torah[image: External link] and the celebration of Jewish holidays, and forcibly removed virtually all Jews from Judea. In 200 CE, however, Jews were granted Roman citizenship and Judaism was recognized as a religio licita[image: External link] ("legitimate religion") until the rise of Gnosticism[image: External link] and Early Christianity[image: External link] in the fourth century.

Following the destruction of Jerusalem and the expulsion of the Jews, Jewish worship stopped being centrally organized around the Temple, prayer took the place of sacrifice, and worship was rebuilt around the community (represented by a minimum of ten adult men) and the establishment of the authority of rabbis who acted as teachers and leaders of individual communities (see Jewish diaspora[image: External link]).
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 Historical Jewish groupings (to 1700)




Around the 1st century CE, there were several small Jewish sects: the Pharisees[image: External link], Sadducees[image: External link], Zealots[image: External link], Essenes[image: External link], and Christians[image: External link]. After the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE, these sects vanished. Christianity[image: External link] survived, but by breaking with Judaism and becoming a separate religion[image: External link]; the Pharisees[image: External link] survived but in the form of Rabbinic Judaism[image: External link] (today, known simply as "Judaism"). The Sadducees[image: External link] rejected the divine inspiration[image: External link] of the Prophets[image: External link] and the Writings[image: External link], relying only on the Torah[image: External link] as divinely inspired. Consequently, a number of other core tenets of the Pharisees' belief system (which became the basis for modern Judaism), were also dismissed by the Sadducees. (The Samaritans[image: External link] practiced a similar religion, which is traditionally considered separate from Judaism.)

Like the Sadducees who relied only on the Torah, some Jews in the 8th and 9th centuries rejected the authority and divine inspiration of the oral law[image: External link] as recorded in the Mishnah[image: External link] (and developed by later rabbis in the two Talmuds[image: External link]), relying instead only upon the Tanakh[image: External link]. These included the Isunians, the Yudganites, the Malikites[image: External link], and others. They soon developed oral traditions of their own, which differed from the rabbinic traditions, and eventually formed the Karaite[image: External link] sect. Karaites exist in small numbers today, mostly living in Israel. Rabbinical and Karaite Jews each hold that the others are Jews, but that the other faith is erroneous.

Over a long time, Jews formed distinct ethnic groups in several different geographic areas—amongst others, the Ashkenazi Jews[image: External link] (of central[image: External link] and Eastern Europe[image: External link]), the Sephardi Jews[image: External link] (of Spain, Portugal[image: External link], and North Africa[image: External link]), the Beta Israel[image: External link] of Ethiopia[image: External link], and the Yemenite Jews[image: External link] from the southern tip of the Arabian Peninsula[image: External link]. Many of these groups have developed differences in their prayers, traditions and accepted canons; however, these distinctions are mainly the result of their being formed at some cultural distance from normative (rabbinic) Judaism, rather than based on any doctrinal dispute.
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 Persecutions




Main articles: Persecution of Jews[image: External link], Antisemitism[image: External link], and History of antisemitism[image: External link]


Antisemitism[image: External link] arose during the Middle Ages[image: External link], in the form of persecutions, pogroms[image: External link], forced conversion[image: External link], expulsions, social restrictions and ghettoization[image: External link].

This was different in quality to any repressions of Jews in ancient times. Ancient repression was politically motivated and Jews were treated the same way as any other ethnic group would have been. With the rise of the Churches, attacks on Jews became motivated instead by theological considerations specifically deriving from Christian views about Jews and Judaism.[117] During the Middle Ages[image: External link], Jewish people under Muslim rule generally experienced tolerance and integration,[118] but there were occasional outbreaks of violence like Almohad's persecutions[image: External link].[119]
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 Hasidism




Main article: Hasidic Judaism[image: External link]


Hasidic Judaism was founded by Yisroel ben Eliezer[image: External link] (1700–1760), also known as the Ba'al Shem Tov (or Besht). It originated in a time of persecution of the Jewish people, when European Jews had turned inward to Talmud study; many felt that most expressions of Jewish life had become too "academic", and that they no longer had any emphasis on spirituality or joy. Its adherents favored small and informal gatherings called  Shtiebel[image: External link], which, in contrast to a traditional synagogue, could be used both as a place of worship and for celebrations involving dancing, eating, and socializing.[120] Ba'al Shem Tov's disciples attracted many followers; they themselves established numerous Hasidic sects across Europe. Unlike other religions, which typically expanded through word of mouth or by use of print, Hasidism spread largely owing to  Tzadiks[image: External link], who used their influence to encourage others to follow the movement. Hasidism appealed to many Europeans because it was easy to learn, did not require full immediate commitment, and presented a compelling spectacle.[121] Hasidic Judaism eventually became the way of life for many Jews in Eastern Europe. Waves of Jewish immigration in the 1880s carried it to the United States. The movement itself claims to be nothing new, but a refreshment of original Judaism. As some have put it: "they merely re-emphasized that which the generations had lost". Nevertheless, early on there was a serious schism between Hasidic and non-Hasidic Jews. European Jews who rejected the Hasidic movement were dubbed by the Hasidim as  Misnagdim[image: External link], (lit. "opponents"). Some of the reasons for the rejection of Hasidic Judaism were the exuberance of Hasidic worship, its deviation from tradition in ascribing infallibility and miracles to their leaders, and the concern that it might become a messianic sect. Over time differences between the Hasidim and their opponents have slowly diminished and both groups are now considered part of Haredi Judaism[image: External link].
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 The Enlightenment and new religious movements




Main articles: Haskalah[image: External link] and Jewish religious movements[image: External link]


In the late 18th century CE, Europe was swept by a group of intellectual, social and political movements known as the Enlightenment[image: External link]. The Enlightenment led to reductions in the European laws that prohibited Jews to interact with the wider secular world, thus allowing Jews access to secular education and experience. A parallel Jewish movement, Haskalah[image: External link] or the "Jewish Enlightenment", began, especially in Central Europe[image: External link] and Western Europe[image: External link], in response to both the Enlightenment and these new freedoms. It placed an emphasis on integration with secular society and a pursuit of non-religious knowledge through reason. With the promise of political emancipation, many Jews saw no reason to continue to observe Jewish law and increasing numbers of Jews assimilated into Christian Europe. Modern religious movements of Judaism all formed in reaction to this trend.

In Central Europe[image: External link], followed by Great Britain[image: External link] and the United States, Reform (or Liberal) Judaism[image: External link] developed, relaxing legal obligations (especially those that limited Jewish relations with non-Jews), emulating Protestant[image: External link] decorum in prayer, and emphasizing the ethical values of Judaism's Prophetic tradition. Modern Orthodox Judaism[image: External link] developed in reaction to Reform Judaism, by leaders who argued that Jews could participate in public life as citizens equal to Christians while maintaining the observance of Jewish law. Meanwhile, in the United States, wealthy Reform Jews helped European scholars, who were Orthodox in practice but critical (and skeptical) in their study of the Bible and Talmud, to establish a seminary to train rabbis for immigrants from Eastern Europe. These left-wing Orthodox rabbis were joined by right-wing Reform rabbis who felt that Jewish law should not be entirely abandoned, to form the Conservative movement[image: External link]. Orthodox Jews who opposed the Haskalah formed Haredi Orthodox Judaism[image: External link]. After massive movements of Jews following The Holocaust[image: External link] and the creation of the state of Israel[image: External link], these movements have competed for followers from among traditional Jews in or from other countries.
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 Spectrum of observance




Countries such as the United States[image: External link], Israel[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], United Kingdom[image: External link], Argentina[image: External link] and South Africa contain large Jewish populations. Jewish religious practice varies widely through all levels of observance. According to the 2001 edition of the National Jewish Population Survey[image: External link], in the United States' Jewish community—the world's second largest—4.3 million Jews out of 5.1 million had some sort of connection to the religion.[122] Of that population of connected Jews, 80% participated in some sort of Jewish religious observance, but only 48% belonged to a congregation, and fewer than 16% attend regularly.[123]

Birth rates for American Jews have dropped from 2.0 to 1.7.[124] (Replacement rate is 2.1.) Intermarriage rates range from 40–50% in the US, and only about a third of children of intermarried couples are raised as Jews. Due to intermarriage and low birth rates, the Jewish population in the US shrank from 5.5 million in 1990 to 5.1 million in 2001. This is indicative of the general population trends among the Jewish community in the Diaspora[image: External link], but a focus on total population obscures growth trends in some denominations and communities, such as Haredi Judaism[image: External link]. The Baal teshuva[image: External link] movement is a movement of Jews who have "returned" to religion or become more observant.
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 Judaism and other religions
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 Christianity and Judaism




Main article: Christianity and Judaism[image: External link]


See also: Christianity and antisemitism[image: External link] and Christian–Jewish reconciliation[image: External link]


Christianity[image: External link] was originally a sect of Second Temple Judaism[image: External link], but the two religions diverged in the first century[image: External link]. The differences between Christianity and Judaism originally centered on whether Jesus was the Jewish Messiah but eventually became irreconcilable. Major differences between the two faiths include the nature of the Messiah, of atonement[image: External link] and sin[image: External link], the status of God's commandments to Israel, and perhaps most significantly of the nature of God[image: External link] himself. Due to these differences, Judaism traditionally regards Christianity as Shituf[image: External link] or worship of the God of Israel which is not monotheistic. Christianity has traditionally regarded Judaism as obsolete with the invention of Christianity and Jews as a people replaced by the Church, though a Christian belief in dual-covenant theology[image: External link] emerged as a phenomenon following Christian reflection on how their theology influenced the Nazi Holocaust[image: External link].[125]

Since the time of the Middle Ages[image: External link], the Christian Church[image: External link] upheld Constitution pro Judæis (Formal Statement on the Jews), which stated


We decree that no Christian shall use violence to force them to be baptized, so long as they are unwilling and refuse. ... Without the judgment of the political authority of the land, no Christian shall presume to wound them or kill them or rob them of their money or change the good customs that they have thus far enjoyed in the place where they live."[126]



Until their emancipation[image: External link] in the late 18th and the 19th century, Jews in Christian lands were subject to humiliating legal restrictions and limitations. They included provisions requiring Jews to wear specific and identifying clothing such as the Jewish hat[image: External link] and the yellow badge[image: External link], restricting Jews to certain cities and towns or in certain parts of towns ( ghettos[image: External link]), and forbidding Jews to enter certain trades (for example selling new clothes in medieval Sweden[image: External link]). Disabilities also included special taxes levied on Jews, exclusion from public life, restraints on the performance of religious ceremonies, and linguistic censorship. Some countries went even further and completely expelled Jews, for example, England[image: External link] in 1290 (Jews were readmitted in 1655) and Spain[image: External link] in 1492 (readmitted in 1868). The first Jewish settlers in North America arrived in the Dutch colony of New Amsterdam[image: External link] in 1654; they were forbidden to hold public office, open a retail shop, or establish a synagogue. When the colony was seized by the British in 1664 Jewish rights remained unchanged, but by 1671 Asser Levy[image: External link] was the first Jew to serve on a jury in North America.[127] In 1791, Revolutionary France[image: External link] was the first country to abolish disabilities altogether, followed by Prussia[image: External link] in 1848. Emancipation of the Jews in the United Kingdom[image: External link] was achieved in 1858 after an almost 30-year struggle championed by Isaac Lyon Goldsmid[image: External link][128] with the ability of Jews to sit in parliament with the passing of the Jews Relief Act 1858[image: External link]. The newly united German Empire[image: External link] in 1871 abolished Jewish disabilities in Germany, which were reinstated in the Nuremberg Laws[image: External link] in 1935.

Jewish life in Christian lands was marked by frequent blood libels[image: External link], expulsions, forced conversions[image: External link] and massacres[image: External link]. An underlying source of prejudice against Jews in Europe was religious. Christian rhetoric and antipathy towards Jews developed in the early years of Christianity[image: External link] and was reinforced by ever increasing anti-Jewish measures over the ensuing centuries[image: External link]. The action taken by Christians against Jews included acts of violence, and murder culminating in the Holocaust[image: External link].[129]:21[130]:169[131] These attitudes were reinforced in Christian preaching, art and popular teaching for two millennia, containing contempt for Jews,[132] as well as statutes which were designed to humiliate and stigmatise Jews. The Nazi Party[image: External link] was known for its persecution of Christian Churches[image: External link]; many of them, such as the Protestant Confessing Church[image: External link] and the Catholic Church,[133] as well as Quakers[image: External link] and Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link], aided and rescued Jews who were being targeted by the antireligious régime.[134]

The attitude of Christians and Christian Churches toward the Jewish people and Judaism, have been changed mostly positive since World War II[image: External link]. Pope John Paul II[image: External link] and the Catholic Church have "upheld the Church's acceptance of the continuing and permanent election of the Jewish people" as well as a reaffirmation of the covenant[image: External link] between God[image: External link] and the Jews.[135] In December 2015, the Vatican[image: External link] released a 10,000-word document that, among other things, stated that Catholics should work with Jews to fight antisemitism.[136]
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 Islam and Judaism




Main article: Islam and Judaism[image: External link]


Both Judaism and Islamic religion arose from the patriarch Abraham[image: External link], and are therefore considered Abrahamic religions[image: External link]. In both Jewish and Muslim tradition, the Jewish and Arab peoples are descended from the two sons of Abraham—Isaac and Ishmael, respectively. While both religions are monotheistic[image: External link] and share many commonalities, they differ in that Jews do not consider Jesus[image: External link] or Muhammad[image: External link] to be prophets. The religions' adherents have interacted with each other since the 7th century when Islam[image: External link] originated and spread in the Arabian peninsula[image: External link]. Indeed, the years 712 to 1066 CE under the Ummayad[image: External link] and the Abbasid[image: External link] rulers have been called the Golden age of Jewish culture in Spain[image: External link]. Non-Muslim monotheists living in these countries, including Jews, were known as dhimmis[image: External link]. Dhimmis were allowed to practice their religion and to administer their internal affairs, but they were subject to certain restrictions that were not imposed on Muslims.[137] For example, they had to pay the jizya[image: External link], a per capita tax imposed on free adult non-Muslim males,[137] and they were also forbidden to bear arms or testify in court cases involving Muslims.[138] Many of the laws regarding dhimmis were highly symbolic. For example, dhimmis in some countries were required to wear distinctive clothing[image: External link], a practice not found in either the Qur'an[image: External link] or hadiths[image: External link] but invented in early medieval[image: External link] Baghdad[image: External link] and inconsistently enforced.[139] Jews in Muslim countries were not entirely free from persecution—for example, many were killed, exiled or forcibly converted in the 12th century, in Persia[image: External link], and by the rulers of the Almohad[image: External link] dynasty in North Africa and Al-Andalus[image: External link],[140] as well as by the Zaydi imams of Yemen in the 17th century (see: Mawza Exile[image: External link]). At times, Jews were also restricted in their choice of residence—in Morocco[image: External link], for example, Jews were confined to walled quarters ( mellahs[image: External link]) beginning in the 15th century and increasingly since the early 19th century.[141]

In the mid-20th century, Jews were expelled from nearly all of the Arab countries.[142][143][144] Most have chosen to live in Israel[image: External link]. Today, antisemitic themes including Holocaust denial[image: External link] have become commonplace in the propaganda of Islamic movements such as Hizbullah[image: External link] and Hamas[image: External link], in the pronouncements of various agencies of the Islamic Republic of Iran[image: External link], and even in the newspapers and other publications of Refah Partisi[image: External link].[145]
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 Syncretic movements incorporating Judaism




There are some movements that combine elements of Judaism with those of other religions. The most well-known of these is Messianic Judaism[image: External link], a religious movement, which arose in the 1960s,[146][147][148][149] that incorporates elements of Judaism with the tenets of Christianity[image: External link].[149][150][151][152][153] The movement states that Jesus[image: External link] is the Jewish Messiah, and generally that he is one of the Three Divine Persons[image: External link],[154][155] and salvation[image: External link] is only achieved through acceptance of Jesus as one's savior.[156] Some members argue that Messianic Judaism is a sect of Judaism.[157] Jewish organizations of every denomination reject this, stating that Messianic Judaism is a Christian sect, as it harbors identical creeds to that of Pauline Christianity[image: External link].[158]

Other examples of syncretism[image: External link] include Semitic neopaganism[image: External link], a loosely organized sect which incorporates pagan or Wiccan[image: External link] beliefs with some Jewish religious practices; Jewish Buddhists[image: External link], another loosely organized group that incorporates elements of Asian spirituality in their faith; and some Renewal Jews[image: External link] who borrow freely and openly from Buddhism[image: External link], Sufism[image: External link], Native American[image: External link] religion, and other faiths.

The Kabbalah Centre[image: External link], which employs teachers from multiple religions, is a New Age[image: External link] movement that claims to popularize the kabbalah[image: External link], part of the Jewish esoteric tradition[image: External link].
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^ a b Melton, J. Gordon[image: External link]. Encyclopedia of Protestantism. Infobase Publishing, 2005, ISBN 978-0-8160-5456-5[image: External link], p. 373. "Messianic Judaism is a Protestant movement that emerged in the last half of the 20th century among believers who were ethnically Jewish but had adopted an Evangelical Christian faith... By the 1960s, a new effort to create a culturally Jewish Protestant Christianity emerged among individuals who began to call themselves Messianic Jews."


	
^ Ariel, Yaakov (2006). "Judaism and Christianity Unite! The Unique Culture of Messianic Judaism"[image: External link]. In Gallagher, Eugene V.; Ashcraft, W. Michael. Jewish and Christian Traditions. Introduction to New and Alternative Religions in America. 2. Westport, Conn[image: External link]: Greenwood Publishing Group[image: External link]. p. 191. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-275-98714-5[image: External link]. LCCN  2006022954[image: External link]. OCLC[image: External link]  315689134[image: External link]. While Christianity started in the first century of the Common Era as a Jewish group, it quickly separated from Judaism and claimed to replace it; ever since the relationship between the two traditions has often been strained. But in the twentieth century groups of young Jews claimed that they had overcome the historical differences between the two religions and amalgamated Jewish identity and customs with the Christian faith.


	
^ Ariel, Yaakov (2006). "Judaism and Christianity Unite! The Unique Culture of Messianic Judaism"[image: External link]. In Gallagher, Eugene V.; Ashcraft, W. Michael. Jewish and Christian Traditions. Introduction to New and Alternative Religions in America. 2. Westport, Conn[image: External link]: Greenwood Publishing Group[image: External link]. pp. 194–195. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-275-98714-5[image: External link]. LCCN  2006022954[image: External link]. OCLC[image: External link]  315689134[image: External link]. When the term resurfaced in Israel in the 1940s and 1950s, it designated all Jews who accepted Christianity in its Protestant evangelical form. Missionaries such as the Southern Baptist Robert Lindsey noted that for Israeli Jews, the term nozrim, "Christians" in Hebrew, meant, almost automatically, an alien, hostile religion. Because such a term made it nearly impossible to convince Jews that Christianity was their religion, missionaries sought a more neutral term, one that did not arouse negative feelings. They chose Meshichyim, Messianic, to overcome the suspicion and antagonism of the term nozrim. Meshichyim as a term also had the advantage of emphasizing messianism as a major component of the Christian evangelical belief that the missions and communities of Jewish converts to Christianity propagated. It conveyed the sense of a new, innovative religion rather that [ sic[image: External link]] an old, unfavorable one. The term was used in reference to those Jews who accepted Jesus as their personal savior, and did not apply to Jews accepting Roman Catholicism who in Israel have called themselves Hebrew Christians. The term Messianic Judaism was adopted in the United States in the early 1970s by those converts to evangelical Christianity who advocated a more assertive attitude on the part of converts towards their Jewish roots and heritage.


	
^ Cohn-Sherbok, Dan[image: External link] (2000). "Messianic Jewish mission"[image: External link]. Messianic Judaism[image: External link]. London[image: External link]: Continuum International Publishing Group[image: External link]. p. 179. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8264-5458-4[image: External link]. OCLC[image: External link]  42719687[image: External link]. Retrieved August 10, 2010. Evangelism of the Jewish people is thus at the heart of the Messianic movement.


	
^ Ariel, Yaakov S. (2000). "Chapter 20: The Rise of Messianic Judaism". Evangelizing the chosen people: missions to the Jews in America, 1880–2000[image: External link]. Chapel Hill[image: External link]: University of North Carolina Press[image: External link]. p. 223. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-8078-4880-7[image: External link]. OCLC[image: External link]  43708450[image: External link]. Retrieved August 10, 2010. Messianic Judaism, although it advocated the idea of an independent movement of Jewish converts, remained the offspring of the missionary movement, and the ties would never be broken. The rise of Messianic Judaism was, in many ways, a logical outcome of the ideology and rhetoric of the movement to evangelize the Jews as well as its early sponsorship of various forms of Hebrew Christian expressions. The missions have promoted the message that Jews who had embraced Christianity were not betraying their heritage or even their faith but were actually fulfilling their true Jewish selves by becoming Christians. The missions also promoted the dispensationalist idea that the Church equals the body of the true Christian believers and that Christians were defined by their acceptance of Jesus as their personal Savior and not by their affiliations with specific denominations and particular liturgies or modes of prayer. Missions had been using Jewish symbols in their buildings and literature and called their centers by Hebrew names such as Emanuel or Beth Sar Shalom. Similarly, the missions' publications featured Jewish religious symbols and practices such as the lighting of a menorah. Although missionaries to the Jews were alarmed when they first confronted the more assertive and independent movement of Messianic Judaism, it was they who were responsible for its conception and indirectly for its birth. The ideology, rhetoric, and symbols they had promoted for generations provided the background for the rise of a new movement that missionaries at first rejected as going too far but later accepted and even embraced.


	
^ "What are the Standards of the UMJC?"[image: External link]. Union of Messianic Jewish Congregations[image: External link]. June 1998. Retrieved May 3, 2015. 1. We believe the Bible is the inspired, the only infallible, authoritative Word of G-d.

2. We believe that there is one G-d, eternally existent in three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

3. We believe in the deity of the L-RD Yeshua, the Messiah, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death through His shed blood, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, and in His personal return in power and glory.


	
^ Israel b. Betzalel (2009). "Trinitarianism"[image: External link]. JerusalemCouncil.org. Retrieved 2009-07-03. This then is who Yeshua is: He is not just a man, and as a man, he is not from Adam, but from God. He is the Word of HaShem, the Memra, the Davar, the Righteous One, he didn't become righteous, he is righteous. He is called God's Son, he is the agent of HaShem called HaShem, and he is "HaShem" who we interact with and not die.


	
^ "Do I need to be Circumcised?"[image: External link]. JerusalemCouncil.org. February 10, 2009. Retrieved August 18, 2010. To convert to the Jewish sect of HaDerech, accepting Yeshua as your King is the first act after one's heart turns toward HaShem and His Torah – as one can not obey a commandment of God if they first do not love God, and we love God by following his Messiah. Without first accepting Yeshua as the King and thus obeying Him, then getting circumcised for the purpose of Jewish conversion only gains you access to the Jewish community. It means nothing when it comes to inheriting a place in the World to Come....Getting circumcised apart from desiring to be obedient to HaShem, and apart from accepting Yeshua as your King, is nothing but a surgical procedure, or worse, could lead to you believe that Jewish identity grants you a portion in the World to Come – at which point, what good is Messiah Yeshua, the Word of HaShem to you? He would have died for nothing!...As a convert from the nations, part of your obligation in keeping the Covenant, if you are a male, is to get circumcised in fulfillment of the commandment regarding circumcision. Circumcision is not an absolute requirement of being a Covenant member (that is, being made righteous before HaShem, and thus obtaining eternal life), but it is a requirement of obedience to God's commandments, because circumcision is commanded for those who are of the seed of Abraham, whether born into the family, adopted, or converted....If after reading all of this you understand what circumcision is, and that is an act of obedience, rather than an act of gaining favor before HaShem for the purpose of receiving eternal life, then if you are male believer in Yeshua the Messiah for the redemption from death, the consequence of your sin of rebellion against Him, then pursue circumcision, and thus conversion into Judaism, as an act of obedience to the Messiah.


	
^ *"Jewish Conversion – Giyur"[image: External link]. JerusalemCouncil.org. JerusalemCouncil.org. 2009. Retrieved 2009-02-05. We recognize the desire of people from the nations to convert to Judaism, through HaDerech (The Way)(Messianic Judaism), a sect of Judaism.


	
^

	Orthodox[image: External link]

	Simmons, Shraga. "Why Jews Don't Believe in Jesus"[image: External link]. Aish HaTorah[image: External link]. Retrieved July 28, 2010. Jews do not accept Jesus as the messiah because:

#Jesus did not fulfill the messianic prophecies. #Jesus did not embody the personal qualifications of the Messiah. #Biblical verses "referring" to Jesus are mistranslations. #Jewish belief is based on national revelation.

	Conservative[image: External link]

	Waxman, Jonathan (2006). "Messianic Jews Are Not Jews"[image: External link]. United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 28, 2006. Retrieved 2007-02-14. Hebrew Christian, Jewish Christian, Jew for Jesus, Messianic Jew, Fulfilled Jew. The name may have changed over the course of time, but all of the names reflect the same phenomenon: one who asserts that s/he is straddling the theological fence between Christianity and Judaism, but in truth is firmly on the Christian side....we must affirm as did the Israeli Supreme Court in the well-known Brother Daniel case that to adopt Christianity is to have crossed the line out of the Jewish community.

	Reform[image: External link]

	"Missionary Impossible"[image: External link]. Hebrew Union College[image: External link]. August 9, 1999. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 28, 2006. Retrieved 2007-02-14. Missionary Impossible, an imaginative video and curriculum guide for teachers, educators, and rabbis to teach Jewish youth how to recognize and respond to "Jews-for-Jesus," "Messianic Jews," and other Christian proselytizers, has been produced by six rabbinic students at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion's Cincinnati School. The students created the video as a tool for teaching why Jewish college and high school youth and Jews in intermarried couples are primary targets of Christian missionaries.

	
Reconstructionist[image: External link]/ Renewal[image: External link]


	"FAQ's About Jewish Renewal"[image: External link]. Aleph.org. 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2014-10-23. Retrieved 2007-12-20. What is ALEPH's position on so called messianic Judaism? ALEPH has a policy of respect for other spiritual traditions, but objects to deceptive practices and will not collaborate with denominations which actively target Jews for recruitment. Our position on so-called "Messianic Judaism" is that it is Christianity and its proponents would be more honest to call it that.
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Manchester, New Hampshire






Manchester is the largest city[image: External link] in the U.S. state[image: External link] of New Hampshire[image: External link], the tenth largest city in New England[image: External link], and as of 2015 the largest city in northern New England, an area comprising the states of Maine[image: External link], New Hampshire[image: External link], and Vermont[image: External link]. It is located in Hillsborough County[image: External link] along the banks of the Merrimack River[image: External link], which divides the city into eastern and western sections. Manchester is near the northern end of the Northeast megalopolis[image: External link]. It was first named by the merchant and inventor Samuel Blodget (after whom Samuel Blodget Park and Blodget Street in Manchester's North End are named). Blodget's vision was to create a great industrial center similar to that of the original Manchester[image: External link] in England[image: External link], which was the world's first industrialized city.[4]

Manchester often appears favorably in lists ranking the affordability and livability of American cities. In 2009, CNNMoney.com[image: External link] rated Manchester 13th in a list of the 100 best cities in which to live and launch a business in the United States[image: External link].[5] In addition, Kiplinger[image: External link] voted Manchester the second most tax-friendly city in the United States, second only to Anchorage, Alaska[image: External link].[6] Also in 2009, Forbes[image: External link] magazine ranked the Manchester region first on its list of "America's 100 Cheapest Places to Live."[7] According to the Equality of Opportunity Project, released in 2013, Manchester ranked as the seventh best metropolitan area in terms of upward income mobility in the United States.[8]



TOP
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 History




See also: Timeline of Manchester, New Hampshire[image: External link]


Pennacook[image: External link] Indians[image: External link] called it Namaoskeag, meaning "good fishing place"—a reference to the Amoskeag Falls[image: External link] in the Merrimack River.[9] In 1722, John Goffe III[image: External link] settled beside Cohas Brook[image: External link], later building a dam and sawmill at what was dubbed Old Harry's Town. It was granted by Massachusetts[image: External link] in 1727 as Tyngstown to veterans of Queen Anne's War[image: External link] who served in 1703 under Captain William Tyng.[10] But at New Hampshire's 1741 separation from Massachusetts, the grant was ruled invalid and substituted with Wilton, Maine[image: External link], so Governor Benning Wentworth[image: External link] rechartered the town in 1751 as Derryfield. Derryfield remains a neighborhood in contemporary Manchester, along its easternmost area adjacent to Massabesic Lake[image: External link].[10]

In 1807, Samuel Blodget opened a canal and lock system to allow vessels passage around the falls. He envisioned here a great industrial center, "the Manchester of America", like the Industrial Revolution's Manchester[image: External link] in England, the first industrialized city in the world.[10][11] In 1809, Benjamin Prichard and others built a cotton spinning mill operated by water power on the western bank of the Merrimack. Following Blodgett's suggestion, Derryfield was renamed Manchester in 1810, the year the mill was incorporated as the Amoskeag Cotton & Woolen Manufacturing Company.[12] It would be purchased in 1825 by entrepreneurs from Massachusetts, expanded to 3 mills in 1826, and then incorporated in 1831 as the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company[image: External link].[10][11]

On the eastern bank, Amoskeag engineers and architects planned a model company town[image: External link], founded in 1838 with Elm Street as its main thoroughfare. Incorporated as a city in 1846, Manchester would become home to the largest cotton mill in the world—Mill No. 11, stretching 900 feet (270 m) long by 103 feet (31 m) wide, and containing 4,000 looms. Other products made in the community included shoes, cigars, and paper. The Amoskeag foundry made rifles, sewing machines, textile machinery, fire engines, and locomotives in a division called the Amoskeag Locomotive Works[image: External link] (later, the Manchester Locomotive Works[image: External link]). The rapid growth of the mills demanded a large influx of workers, resulting in a flood of immigrants, particularly French Canadians[image: External link]. Many current residents descend from these workers. The Amoskeag Manufacturing Company went out of business in 1935, although its red brick mills have been renovated for other uses. Indeed, the mill town[image: External link]'s 19th-century affluence left behind some of the finest Victorian[image: External link] commercial, municipal, and residential architecture in the state.[13]
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 Geography




Manchester is in south-central New Hampshire, 18 miles (29 km) south of Concord[image: External link], the state capital, and the same distance north of Nashua[image: External link], the second-largest city in the state. Manchester is 51 miles (82 km) north-northwest of Boston[image: External link], the largest city in New England.

According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the city has a total area of 35.0 square miles (90.6 km2), of which 33.1 square miles (85.7 km2) is land and 1.9 square miles (4.8 km2) is water, comprising 5.33% of the city.[14] Manchester is drained by the Merrimack River and its tributaries the Piscataquog River[image: External link] and Cohas Brook[image: External link]. Massabesic Lake[image: External link] is on the eastern border. The highest point in Manchester is atop Wellington Hill, where the elevation reaches 570 feet (170 m) above sea level[image: External link].
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 Neighborhoods




Main article: Neighborhoods in Manchester, New Hampshire[image: External link]


The Manchester Planning Board, in its 2010 Master Plan, defines 25 neighborhoods within the city. LivableMHT has drawn maps of the neighborhoods and neighborhood village centers as defined by the city.[15] Recognition of particular neighborhoods varies, with some having neighborhood associations, but none have any legal or political authority.

The major neighborhoods, historically, include Amoskeag, Rimmon Heights, Notre Dame/McGregorville and Piscataquog/Granite Square also known as "Piscat" on the West Side; and the North End, Janeville/Corey Square, Hallsville and Bakersville on the East Side; along with Youngsville and Goffes Falls on the periphery of the city.[16]

In 2007, the city began a Neighborhood Initiatives program to "insure that our neighborhoods are vibrant, livable areas since these are the portions of the city where most of the residents spend their time living, playing, shopping and going to school."[17] The purpose of this initiative is to foster vibrancy and redevelopment in the neighborhoods, and to restore the sense of neighborhood communities that had been overlooked in the city for some time. The city began the program with street-scape and infrastructure improvements in the Rimmon Heights neighborhood of the West Side, which has spurred growth and investment in and by the community.[18] Despite the success of the program in Rimmon Heights, it was unclear in recent years how the city planned to implement similar programs throughout the city. The city announced plans for extending the Neighborhood Initiatives program to the Hollow neighborhood in February 2012.[19]
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 Surrounding urban neighborhoods




The urban core of Manchester extends beyond its city limits in several directions, particularly west and south of downtown, including:


	
Pinardville[image: External link] – In the town of Goffstown[image: External link], Pinardville is a fairly dense, former streetcar suburb[image: External link] along Mast Road to the west of Manchester. It is home to Saint Anselm College[image: External link].

	River Corridor – In the town of Bedford[image: External link], the River Corridor is a mid-density, primarily shopping district along South River Road about two-and-a-half miles from downtown Manchester. The area has recently implemented Tax Increment Financing[image: External link] to improve and maintain infrastructure, and the Town of Bedford's most recent master plan has called for increasing mixed-use development and promoting walkability and transit use, though the Manchester Transit Authority[image: External link] bus service in the area was recently curtailed following a decision by the Town of Bedford to discontinue funding service.

	Northeast Bedford – The northeast section of Bedford[image: External link] is a mainly low to mid-density suburban residential area near the terminus of the former St. Joseph's streetcar line along Donald Street and post-war[image: External link] development along Boynton Street, with some businesses scattered throughout. The area does not have a formal name, but the section along Boynton Street has variously been called the Plains and the Pines. The northern area is more rural with large portions owned by Saint Anselm College[image: External link].

	
South Hooksett[image: External link] – The southeastern portion of the town of Hooksett[image: External link] is a sprawling, suburban shopping area north of Manchester.

	
Manchester–Boston Regional Airport[image: External link] near the city's southeastern corner, and the surrounding industrial areas extend into neighboring Londonderry[image: External link].
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 Climate




Manchester has a four-season humid continental climate[image: External link] ( Köppen[image: External link] Dfa), with long, cold, snowy winters, and very warm and somewhat humid summers; spring and fall in between are crisp and relatively brief transitions. The monthly daily average temperature ranges from 24.4 °F (−4.2 °C) in January to 72.5 °F (22.5 °C) in July. On average, there are 11 days of 90 °F (32 °C)+ highs and 2.9 days of sub-0 °F (−18 °C) lows. Precipitation is well-spread throughout the year, though winter is the driest while March tends to be the wettest. Snowfall, the heaviest of which is typically delivered through nor'easters[image: External link], averages around 47 inches (119 cm) per season, but varies widely from year to year.



	Climate data for Manchester, NH (1981-2010 normals)



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	69

(21)
	63

(17)
	89

(32)
	94

(34)
	97

(36)
	100

(38)
	103

(39)
	100

(38)
	100

(38)
	87

(31)
	75

(24)
	74

(23)
	103

(39)



	Average high °F (°C)
	33.1

(0.6)
	36.9

(2.7)
	44.9

(7.2)
	57.6

(14.2)
	68.7

(20.4)
	77.5

(25.3)
	82.4

(28)
	81.0

(27.2)
	72.6

(22.6)
	61.0

(16.1)
	49.8

(9.9)
	38.2

(3.4)
	58.6

(14.8)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	24.4

(−4.2)
	28.0

(−2.2)
	36.0

(2.2)
	47.3

(8.5)
	58.1

(14.5)
	67.0

(19.4)
	72.5

(22.5)
	71.0

(21.7)
	62.6

(17)
	50.8

(10.4)
	41.5

(5.3)
	30.4

(−0.9)
	49.1

(9.5)



	Average low °F (°C)
	15.7

(−9.1)
	19.0

(−7.2)
	27.2

(−2.7)
	37.0

(2.8)
	47.5

(8.6)
	56.6

(13.7)
	62.7

(17.1)
	60.9

(16.1)
	52.5

(11.4)
	40.6

(4.8)
	33.1

(0.6)
	22.5

(−5.3)
	39.6

(4.2)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−17

(−27)
	−20

(−29)
	−10

(−23)
	13

(−11)
	25

(−4)
	38

(3)
	46

(8)
	41

(5)
	28

(−2)
	19

(−7)
	11

(−12)
	−15

(−26)
	−20

(−29)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	3.02

(76.7)
	2.78

(70.6)
	4.33

(110)
	3.86

(98)
	4.05

(102.9)
	3.79

(96.3)
	3.80

(96.5)
	3.63

(92.2)
	3.81

(96.8)
	4.16

(105.7)
	4.07

(103.4)
	3.28

(83.3)
	44.58

(1,132.3)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	14.4

(36.6)
	10.5

(26.7)
	6.0

(15.2)
	2.5

(6.4)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	1.9

(4.8)
	11.4

(29)
	46.7

(118.6)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	9.8
	8.0
	9.7
	11.2
	11.0
	11.1
	10.3
	10.0
	9.9
	9.4
	10.6
	9.5
	120.5



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.1 in)
	5.2
	4.1
	2.5
	0.7
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1.1
	3.7
	17.3



	Source #1: NOAA (temperature/precipitation 1981–2010 at MHT, all others 1971–2000 at Massabesic Lake[image: External link])[20][21]



	Source #2: The Weather Channel (records)[22]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Demographics




The city is the center of the Manchester, New Hampshire, New England City and Town Metropolitan Area (NECTA MA), which had a population of 187,596 as of the 2010 census.[23] As of the 2010 census[image: External link], the city had a population of 109,565,[14] and its 2015 population estimate was 110,229.[3] The Manchester- Nashua[image: External link] metropolitan area, with an estimated population in 2015 of 406,678, is home to nearly one-third of the population of New Hampshire.[24]

As of the census of 2010,[25] there were 109,565 residents, 45,766 households, and 26,066 families in the city. The population density[image: External link] was 3,320.2 people per square mile (1,281.5/km²). There were 49,288 housing units at an average density of 1,493.6 per square mile (576.5/km²). The racial makeup of the city was 86.1% White[image: External link], 4.1% Black or African American[image: External link], 0.30% Native American[image: External link], 3.7% Asian[image: External link], 0.1% Pacific Islander[image: External link], 3.1% from some other race[image: External link], and 2.7% from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 8.1% of the population. Non-Hispanic Whites[image: External link] were 82.0% of the population,[26] down from 98.0% in 1980.[27]

In 2011 the largest ancestry groups within the city's population were: French[image: External link] and French-Canadian[image: External link] (23.9%), Irish[image: External link] (19.5%), English[image: External link] (9.9%), German[image: External link] (8.6%), and Italian[image: External link] (8.1%).[28]



	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1790[image: External link]
	362
	
	—



	1800[image: External link]
	557
	
	53.9%



	1810[image: External link]
	615
	
	10.4%



	1820[image: External link]
	761
	
	23.7%



	1830[image: External link]
	877
	
	15.2%



	1840[image: External link]
	3,235
	
	268.9%



	1850[image: External link]
	13,932
	
	330.7%



	1860[image: External link]
	20,107
	
	44.3%



	1870[image: External link]
	23,536
	
	17.1%



	1880[image: External link]
	32,630
	
	38.6%



	1890[image: External link]
	44,126
	
	35.2%



	1900[image: External link]
	56,987
	
	29.1%



	1910[image: External link]
	70,063
	
	22.9%



	1920[image: External link]
	78,384
	
	11.9%



	1930[image: External link]
	76,834
	
	−2.0%



	1940[image: External link]
	77,685
	
	1.1%



	1950[image: External link]
	82,732
	
	6.5%



	1960[image: External link]
	88,282
	
	6.7%



	1970[image: External link]
	87,754
	
	−0.6%



	1980[image: External link]
	90,936
	
	3.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	99,332
	
	9.2%



	2000[image: External link]
	107,006
	
	7.7%



	2010[image: External link]
	109,565
	
	2.4%



	Est. 2015
	110,229
	[3]
	0.6%



	U.S. Decennial Census[29]




At the 2010 census, there were 45,766 households, out of which 26.4% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 38.4% were married couples[image: External link] living together, 13.1% had a female householder with no husband present, and 43.0% were non-families. 32.4% of all households were made up of individuals and 9.8% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.34 persons and the average family size was 2.99.[25]

In the city, the population was spread out with 21.6% under the age of 18, 10.2% from 18 to 24, 30.4% from 25 to 44, 26.0% from 45 to 64, and 11.8% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 36.0 years. For every 100 females there were 98.5 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 96.6 males.[25]

In 2011 the estimated median income for a household in the city was $51,082, and the median income for a family was $63,045. Male full-time workers had a median income of $43,583 versus $37,155 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city was $26,131. 14.1% of the population and 9.6% of families were below the poverty line. Out of the total people living in poverty, 21.8% were under the age of 18 and 9.9% were 65 or older.[30]
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 Economy




Manchester is northern New England's largest city, and as of the 2014 U.S. Census population estimate was the most populous New England city north of Boston, including other Massachusetts cities. Its metropolitan area is one of the fastest growing in New England. Its economy has changed greatly, as Manchester was a textile mill town about 40 years ago. In March 2009 Kiplinger[image: External link] voted Manchester the second most tax friendly city in America[image: External link], after Anchorage, Alaska[image: External link].[6] Earlier in the year, CNN[image: External link] rated Manchester 13th in its 100 best places to live and launch a business in America[image: External link].[5] Manchester is nicknamed the Queen City, as well as the more recently coined "Manch Vegas".[1] In 1998, Manchester was named the "Number One Small City in the East" by Money[image: External link] magazine. The Mall of New Hampshire[image: External link], on Manchester's southern fringe near the intersection of Interstates 93 and 293, is the city's main retail center. In 2001, the Verizon Wireless Arena[image: External link], a venue seating more than 10,000, opened for major concerts and sporting events, enhancing the city's downtown revitalization efforts with a major hotel and convention center already in place directly across the street from the arena. The building was renamed the SNHU Arena[image: External link] in 2016.

Manchester is the home of Segway, Inc.[image: External link], manufacturers of a two-wheeled, self-balancing electric vehicle invented by Dean Kamen[image: External link].
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 Downtown




Downtown Manchester's One City Hall Plaza[image: External link] stands 22 stories high, quickly followed by the all-black, 20-story Brady Sullivan Plaza[image: External link], formerly known as the Hampshire Plaza[image: External link]. They are the tallest New England buildings north of Cambridge, Massachusetts[image: External link]. The Sullivan Plaza is shorter than City Hall Plaza by a mere 16 feet (4.9 m). Other major buildings include the 18-story Wall Street Apartments tower; the 14-story, recently renamed Brady Sullivan Tower, which was the former New Hampshire Insurance building; at 12 stories, the Radisson Hotel and Convention Center Manchester (which serves the SNHU Arena across the street), the Carpenter Center (a former hotel), and the Hampshire Towers condominium building; the 10-story Citizens Bank Building, which was, for much of the early- and mid-20th century, Manchester's iconic Amoskeag Bank "skyscraper"; and several high-rises of or exceeding 10 stories on the city's West Side. This partial list only includes residential and commercial buildings and does not include hospitals, spires and domes, etc.

The SNHU Arena[image: External link] has become the centerpiece of downtown Manchester. The venue can seat slightly less than 12,000 patrons for concerts, and at least 10,000-seat configurations for sporting and other forms of entertainment. The arena is home to the Manchester Monarchs[image: External link], the local ECHL[image: External link] affiliate of the Los Angeles Kings[image: External link]. It has also hosted major recording artists and comedians, national touring theatrical productions, family-oriented shows, and fairs since it opened in 2001.[31] The Northeast Delta Dental Stadium[image: External link] (formerly MerchantsAuto.com Stadium) is a baseball park located on the Merrimack River in downtown Manchester and is home to the local AA baseball[image: External link] affiliate of the Toronto Blue Jays[image: External link], the New Hampshire Fisher Cats[image: External link]. Historic Gill Stadium[image: External link] supported professional minor-league baseball into the early 21st century and continues to be a viable and popular downtown venue for many sporting and entertainment events, seating nearly 4,000 patrons, depending on the event format.

In recent years there has been continual redevelopment of the Amoskeag Millyard and its residential Historic District. The increasing popularity of downtown living has caused many properties originally built as tenement housing for mill workers in the 19th century to be converted to stylish, eclectic residential condominiums. Many new retail stores and higher education institutions, including the University of New Hampshire at Manchester[image: External link], have been uniquely retro-fitted into properties along Commercial and Canal Street.
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 Shopping




Manchester has three main retail areas: downtown Manchester, South Willow Street (NH Route 28), and Second Street (NH Route 3A) on the West Side. The Mall of New Hampshire[image: External link] is located on South Willow Street, and, with more than 125 stores, is one of the largest shopping centers in southern New Hampshire and central New England.
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 Arts and culture




Cultural landmarks include the historic Palace Theatre[image: External link], the Currier Museum of Art[image: External link], the New Hampshire Institute of Art[image: External link], the Franco-American Center, the Manchester Historic Association Millyard Museum, the Massabesic Audubon Center, the Amoskeag Fishways Learning and Visitors Center, the Lawrence L. Lee Scouting Museum and Max I. Silber Library, and the SEE Science Center. Valley Cemetery[image: External link], the resting place of numerous prominent citizens since 1841, is an early example of a garden-style burial ground.

The John F. Kennedy Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] is another, smaller venue located in downtown Manchester with a capacity of approximately 3,000 seats. It was completed in 1963, serves as home ice for the Manchester Central and Memorial High School hockey teams, and is home to the Southern New Hampshire Skating Club.[32]

The nickname "ManchVegas" was derived from illegal gambling in local businesses during the late 1980s or early 1990s. Many pizza shops and local bars had video poker machines that would pay out real money. The nickname was coined following a citywide bust of these machines. It was then adopted as a lampoon of the city's limited entertainment opportunities. The term has since become a source of pride as the city's entertainment scene has grown. By 2003 it was well enough known that a note on Virtualtourist.com said, "Residents reflect the regional dry humor by referring to sedate Manchester as 'ManchVegas'."[33] By 2005, an article in Manchester's Hippo[image: External link] (a local alternative weekly) said that then-Mayor Robert A. Baines[image: External link] "is pushing to replace the nickname ManchVegas with Manchhattan" (meaning Manchester+Manhattan).[34] In 2009 the film Monsters, Marriage and Murder in ManchVegas was released referencing Manchester's popular nickname and using much of the city as its backdrop.[35]

Manchester has a growing collective of artists, due in large part to the influx of young students at the New Hampshire Institute of Art[image: External link], Southern New Hampshire University[image: External link], and the University of New Hampshire at Manchester[image: External link]. Slam Free or Die, New Hampshire's only weekly slam poetry venue, is located in Manchester and was voted "Best Poetry Venue in the World" [36] by readers of Write Bloody Publishing.
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 Sports




The city is home to McIntyre Ski Area[image: External link], which opened in 1971. There are also college sports teams that play in and out of the city.[37]
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 Professional




Manchester is the only city in New Hampshire with professional sports teams. The SNHU Arena is home to the ECHL's Manchester Monarchs[image: External link]. From 2001 to 2015, Manchester had a team, also called the Manchester Monarchs[image: External link], that played in the American Hockey League[image: External link]. In their final season[image: External link] in Manchester, the Monarchs won the league championship[image: External link]. Northeast Delta Dental Stadium[image: External link] is home to the two-time Eastern League[image: External link] champions, the New Hampshire Fisher Cats[image: External link]. The following is a list of Manchester's professional and minor-league sports teams.



	Club
	League
	Venue
	Established
	Championships



	Amoskeag Rugby Club[image: External link]
	NERFU[image: External link], Rugby
	Northeast Athletic Club
	1984
	0



	New Hampshire Fisher Cats[image: External link]
	EL[image: External link], Baseball (professional)
	Northeast Delta Dental Stadium[image: External link]
	2004
	2



	Manchester Monarchs[image: External link]
	ECHL[image: External link], Ice hockey (professional)
	SNHU Arena[image: External link]
	2015
	0



	ManchVegas Roller Girls
	USARS[image: External link], Flat track roller derby
	West Side Ice Arena
	2008
	0



	New Hampshire Roller Derby[image: External link]
	WFTDA[image: External link][38] Flat track roller derby
	JFK Memorial Coliseum[image: External link][39]
	2007
	0



	Manchester Freedom[image: External link]
	IWFL[image: External link], Women's Tackle Football
	West High[image: External link]
	2002
	0
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 Youth sports




Manchester has several sports leagues.

For baseball, until 2007, there were six Little Leagues[image: External link]:


	Manchester East Little League

	Manchester West Little League

	Manchester North Little League

	Manchester South Little League

	Manchester Central Little League

	Manchester Southwest Little League



In 2007, due to declining numbers, West and Southwest consolidated into one league to form Manchester West Side Little League. In the summer of 2015, Manchester East switched affiliation to the Cal Ripken Baseball League[image: External link], a division of Babe Ruth Baseball[image: External link]. The league is now known as Manchester Cal Ripken.

Starting in 2016, the options for youth baseball include Manchester Cal Ripken for all youths 12 and under in Manchester, and:


	Manchester West Side Little League

	Manchester North Little League

	Manchester South Little League

	Manchester Central Little League



Youths wishing to play in these leagues must reside within the respective leagues' approved boundaries.

There are four fall-season soccer leagues:


	Manchester South Junior Soccer League

	Manchester North Soccer League

	Manchester Junior Soccer League West

	Manchester East Soccer League



Manchester Angels Youth Soccer League is a spring-only league. All five of these leagues are members of the New Hampshire Soccer Association.

Manchester is home to the Manchester Regional Youth Hockey Association. The Flames, as they are nicknamed, play primarily at the West Side Ice Arena but also have some games and practices at JFK.

Football has always been popular in the Queen City. Youth football organizations in Manchester include:


	Manchester Eagles (Pop Warner)

	Manchester East Cobras (AYF)

	Manchester South Sabers (AYF)

	Manchester West Raiders (AYF)

	Manchester Bears (NEJHFL)

	Manchester Flag Football League



There are many other youth sports opportunities in Manchester, including AAU baseball and basketball as well as CYO basketball.

McIntyre Ski Area is home to the McIntyre Ski Team, which is a member of NHARA and USSA[image: External link].

A club for a "sport for the mind" called FIRST[image: External link] is based in Manchester. The 3 high schools (4 including Manchester School of Technology[image: External link]) each have one team apiece: Manchester High School Central[image: External link] has FRC Team 131, CHAOS; Manchester Memorial High School[image: External link] has FRC Team 238, the Crusaders (named for the school mascot); Manchester High School West[image: External link] has FRC Team 501, the Power Knights (also named for the school mascot); and Manchester School of Technology[image: External link] has FRC Team 6763, Fusion (rookie year 2017).[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Government




Manchester is incorporated as a city under the laws of the State of New Hampshire, and operates under a strong mayoral form of government. The mayor serves as chairman of the fourteen-member Board of Mayor and Aldermen, the city's legislative body. Each of Manchester's twelve wards elects a single alderman, and two additional at-large members are elected citywide.

The mayor also serves as the chair of the board of school committee. Like the board of aldermen, the school board has twelve members elected by ward and two at-large members. The School Board is not a city department; rather, it is a school district coterminous with the city, which obtains financing from the Board of Mayor and Aldermen.
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 Education
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 Public schools




Manchester's public school system is run by the Manchester School District.

Manchester School District has four public high schools:


	Manchester High School West[image: External link]

	Manchester High School Central

	Manchester Memorial High School[image: External link]

	Manchester School of Technology[image: External link]



Manchester School District has four public middle schools and fourteen elementary schools.
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 Private schools




Manchester is served by three private high schools:


	
Trinity High School[image: External link], a private, Roman Catholic high school

	
The Derryfield School[image: External link], a private school serving sixth through twelfth grades

	
Holy Family Academy[image: External link], a small Roman Catholic private school serving seventh through twelfth grades



In addition:


	
Mount Zion Christian Schools[image: External link], a non-denominational, evangelical Christian school serving kindergarten through twelfth grade

	
The Founders Academy[image: External link], a charter school[image: External link] that began in the 2014–15 school year for children in 6th to 12th grades

	Saint Benedict Academy, a Catholic elementary school serving kindergarten through sixth grade (formerly Saint Raphael School and Westside Regional Catholic School)

	Robert B. Jolicoeur School, a private special education school

	St Anthony's School, a K–8 Catholic school

	St Casimir School, a K–8 Polish Catholic school

	St. Catherine of Siena School, a pre-K to 6th grade parochial elementary school.[40]
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 Post-secondary schools




Area institutions of higher education, together enrolling more than 8,000 students, include:


	
Franklin Pierce University[image: External link] at Manchester

	
Granite State College[image: External link] – Manchester

	Hellenic American University[image: External link]

	Manchester Community College[image: External link]

	
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences[image: External link] – Manchester, New Hampshire Secondary Campus

	
New Hampshire Institute of Art[image: External link] (formerly called the Manchester Institute of Arts and Sciences)

	
Saint Anselm College[image: External link], located in the Pinardville[image: External link] neighborhood of the adjacent town of Goffstown[image: External link], but with a Manchester mailing address and telephone exchange

	
Southern New Hampshire University[image: External link], located on the boundary between Manchester and Hooksett[image: External link]


	Springfield College Manchester[image: External link]

	University of New Hampshire at Manchester[image: External link]
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 Media




The city is served by the following newspapers: the New Hampshire Union Leader[image: External link] (formerly the Manchester Union Leader[image: External link]), The Hippo[image: External link], and the Manchester Mirror.

The city is home to the following FM radio stations:


	
WDER-FM[image: External link] 92.1 ( Christian[image: External link] preaching)

	
Hot Hits 94.1[image: External link] (top 40[image: External link])

	
WZID[image: External link] 95.7 (adult contemporary[image: External link])

	
WOKQ[image: External link] 97.5 (country music[image: External link])

	
WGIR-FM[image: External link] 101.1 (rock music[image: External link])

	
WFNQ[image: External link] 106.3 (classic hits[image: External link])



TV stations:


	
WMUR-TV[image: External link] Channel 9, the Manchester ABC[image: External link] television affiliate.

	
WMUR-TV[image: External link] Channel 9.2, the Manchester MeTV[image: External link] television affiliate.[41]


	WMNH-TV LP Cable Channel 22, Manchester Public Television public, educational, and government access[image: External link]




Manchester is on the northern edge of the Boston television market.
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 Infrastructure
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 Transportation
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 Air




The city is served by Manchester-Boston Regional Airport[image: External link], the fourth-largest passenger and third-largest cargo airport in New England[image: External link].
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 Roads




Interstates[image: External link] 93[image: External link] and 293[image: External link] and the F.E. Everett Turnpike[image: External link] are multi-lane highways that connect the metropolitan area to Concord[image: External link] and the White Mountains[image: External link] to the north and Nashua[image: External link] and Boston[image: External link] to the south. NH 101[image: External link] is a four-lane highway eastbound from Manchester to Hampton Beach[image: External link], connecting the city with the southeastern part of the state and the seacoast[image: External link], as well as Maine[image: External link] and the Massachusetts[image: External link] North Shore[image: External link] via Interstate 95[image: External link]. West of Manchester, NH 101 is a two-lane highway serving as the main artery to Keene[image: External link], the Monadnock region[image: External link], and other points in southwestern New Hampshire, eventually connecting to NH 9 and the state's border with Vermont. U.S. Route 3[image: External link] and state routes 3A[image: External link], 28[image: External link], 28A[image: External link], and Bypass 28[image: External link] also flow through the city.

A direct highway access with the airport connects the Everett Turnpike just south of the city with the Manchester-Boston Regional Airport via a Merrimack River-crossing connector road known as Raymond Wieczorek Drive (in honor of a former Manchester mayor instrumental in getting the access road built). The connector road also intersects with highways U.S. 3 and NH 3A.
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 Bus




Public transportation is provided by the Manchester Transit Authority[image: External link], which runs several bus routes throughout the city and surrounding areas. Concord Trailways[image: External link] and Boston Express[image: External link] run commuter services to Boston and other parts of the state. Vermont Transit Lines[image: External link] (affiliated with Greyhound Lines[image: External link]) has lines to Montreal. In 2008, Boston Express moved to suburb Londonderry, New Hampshire[image: External link], and now provides only limited service to downtown Manchester.
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 Passenger rail (future)




The possibility of Manchester being served by the Capital Corridor, an extension of the MBTA commuter rail[image: External link] from its current terminus in Lowell, Massachusetts[image: External link], to Concord[image: External link], which would also include a stop at Manchester-Boston Regional Airport, is being studied by the New Hampshire Rail Transit Authority[image: External link] and New Hampshire Department of Transportation, which have received federal funding for studying and planning the route.[42] The Capital Corridor route is also being studied as a possible future high-speed rail line connecting Montreal[image: External link] and Boston.[43] Currently, the Manchester- Nashua[image: External link] area is one of the 40 largest metropolitan areas in the United States without Amtrak service.[44]

With the expansion of Interstate 93[image: External link] to eight lanes from Salem[image: External link] to Manchester under construction, space is being reserved in the median for potential future commuter or light rail service along this corridor.[45] The I-93 transit study also suggested restoring service on the Manchester and Lawrence branch for commuter and freight rail.[46] This corridor would support freight rail along with commuter, something that light rail cannot do.

In late 2011, Dean Kamen[image: External link], inventor of the Segway[image: External link] and owner of several buildings in the Millyard, as well as co-founder of FIRST[image: External link], proposed a rail loop for downtown and the Millyard. Several meetings have been held with area business and property owners, city officials and local developers, but the idea is in the early conceptual stages.[47]

The downtown rail loop, if approved by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen, would be about three miles long and may be completed sometime around 2017. The loop would go from the Manchester Millyards, down south for about half a mile, then turn over Elm Street, separate into two rails (the other going towards Manchester-Boston Regional Airport[image: External link]), and climb north to Bridge Street and up to the New Hampshire Tower, where it ends.
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 Public safety
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 Law enforcement




Law enforcement is provided by the Manchester Police Department. The Manchester police station is currently located at 405 Valley Street on the corner of Valley and Maple.

The Hillsborough County Department of Corrections is located at 445 Willow Street. The prison houses an average of 500 inmates.
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 Fire department




The city of Manchester is protected all year by the 258 paid, professional firefighters of the city of Manchester Fire Department. The department is currently commanded by a Chief of Department, James A. Burkush, two Deputy Chiefs, and five District Chiefs.[48][49] The Manchester Fire Department currently operates out of ten fire stations, located throughout the city, and operate a fire apparatus fleet of ten engines, five trucks, one rescue, and one district chief (two if manpower permits). The Manchester Fire Department currently responds to over 18,000 emergency calls annually.[50][51][52]
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 Notable people




Main article: List of people from Manchester, New Hampshire[image: External link]
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 Sister cities





	
Neustadt an der Weinstraße[image: External link], Germany[image: External link]


	
Taichung[image: External link], Taiwan[image: External link]


	
Tel Aviv[image: External link], Israel[image: External link]


	
Gweru[image: External link], Zimbabwe[image: External link]
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 See also





	List of mayors of Manchester, New Hampshire[image: External link]

	West Side, Manchester, New Hampshire[image: External link]
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 Gallery
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Manchester Central High School






This article is about the secondary school in New Hampshire, United States. For the former school of the same name in Manchester, England, see Manchester Academy (Moss Side)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 42°59′36″N 71°27′17″W[image: External link]

Manchester High School Central is the oldest public high school[image: External link] in the state of New Hampshire[image: External link]. Located in the heart of Manchester, New Hampshire, approximately 2,100 students attend[2] from communities such as Candia[image: External link], Hooksett[image: External link], and Manchester. The name was changed from Manchester High School in 1922 when Manchester West High School[image: External link] opened. Including Central, Manchester has a total of three public high schools.

Its athletics teams are nicknamed the Little Green (after Dartmouth[image: External link]'s Big Green), and predictably, the school colors are green[image: External link] and white[image: External link]. Sports Illustrated[image: External link] named the school's athletic department as the best in the state of New Hampshire in 2005.[3]

The school originally had crimson red as its school color, but Concord High School[image: External link] had taken the color soon after. After the start of the 20th century, the two schools decided that the winner of a league championship would keep its colors; Concord won, and Manchester Central chose forest green as its new color.

Ronald Mailhot was named interim principal at the end of 2011, following the retirement of former principal John R. Rist, but will now be returning as full-time principal in 2012. Mailhot later resigned in the middle of the 2013-2014 school year and was replaced by John Rist for his second stint as principal of Central. Rist retired at the end of the 2014 school year and was succeeded by John M. Vaccarezza, who is the current principal.

Central High School's student newspaper The Little Green was commended by Columbia Scholastic Press and featured in the Manchester Daily Express as well as the New Hampshire Union Leader[image: External link].[4] In 2012, the New England Scholastic Press Association (NESPA) awarded its Highest Achievement award in Scholastic Editing and Publishing to the newspaper for the 2011-2012 school year.
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 Diversity at Central




Manchester High School Central has a diverse student population. On a daily basis, Central's faculty teaches students from sixty different countries who speak thirty different languages.[5] New Hampshire Public Radio[image: External link] was so intrigued by the wide array of student backgrounds at Central that it decided to compose a project entitled "Culture Lessons" in 2006. The project's objective was to dive into the core of "a school with a very diverse population in a very homogeneous state".[6]
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 Notable alumni





	
Jane Badler[image: External link], actress, star of the 1983 TV miniseries[image: External link] V[image: External link] and its sequels[image: External link]


	
L. A. "Skip" Bafalis[image: External link], a member of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link] from Florida's 10th congressional district[image: External link] from 1973 to 1983

	
Rogers Blood[image: External link] (1922–1944), a United States Marine Corps Reserve[image: External link] officer[image: External link] and posthumous recipient of the Silver Star[image: External link] for his actions during World War II[image: External link]


	
James Broderick[image: External link],[citation needed[image: External link]] actor and father of actor Matthew Broderick[image: External link]


	Lt. Col. Jason Fettig, United States Marine Corps[image: External link], director of the U.S. Marine Band[image: External link]


	
James O. Freedman[image: External link],[citation needed[image: External link]] former president of Dartmouth College[image: External link]


	
Rene Gagnon[image: External link], United States Marine[image: External link], one of the raisers of the American flag at Iwo Jima[image: External link]


	
Chip Kelly[image: External link], American football coach

	
Grace Metalious[image: External link], author of Peyton Place[image: External link]


	
Bob Montana[image: External link], creator of Archie[image: External link]


	
Adam Sandler, comedian and actor
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BBYO






BBYO (formerly B'nai B'rith Youth Organization, now BBYO INC.) is a Jewish teen movement aspiring to involve Jewish teens in Jewish experiences.[1]

In 2002 the movement split from B'nai B'rith International[image: External link], which had been its parent organization, to become BBYO, Inc.

BBYO's mission is, "More Jewish Teens, More Meaningful Jewish Experiences." The organization emphasizes its youth leadership model, in which teen leaders are elected by their peers on a local, regional and international level, and are given the opportunity to make their own programmatic decisions. Membership to BBYO is open to any high school or 8th grade student who identifies as a Jew[image: External link]. Many local programs also may have programs for teens in grades 6th-8th, called BBYO Connect.

BBYO is organized into local fraternity- and sorority-like chapters. Male chapters are known as AZA[image: External link] chapters and their members are known as Alephs, and female chapters as BBG[image: External link] chapters, their members known as BBGs. AZA and BBG were independent organizations (beginning in 1924 and 1944 respectively) before becoming brother and sister organizations under B'nai B'rith[image: External link]. In some communities, there are co-ed BBYO chapters which borrow traditions from both organizations.
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 BBYO
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 Early days of BBYO




Further information: Aleph Zadik Aleph[image: External link]


AZA's original advisor, Nathan Mnookin, soon left Omaha for his hometown of Kansas City[image: External link], where he started a similar group with the same name. The Omaha group selected a new advisor, Sam Beber, who soon laid out his plans for an international youth movement based on the local AZA model. In 1924, the Aleph Zadik Aleph for Young Men, now an international Jewish fraternity, was formed according to Beber's plan, with the Omaha and Kansas City chapters receiving the first two charters. Four chapters were in attendance at the first convention in June 1924, and ten at the second convention the following summer.

By 1925, AZA had expanded east with dozens of chapters across the country. At Beber's urging, B'nai B'rith[image: External link] took up the issue of officially adopting AZA as its junior auxiliary at their national convention in 1925. Supported by Henry Monsky, who himself was vying for the B'nai B'rith presidency, the convention adopted a committee report affirming its approval of the organization under B'nai B'rith's jurisdiction. Immediately following the convention, B'nai B'rith Executive Committee met and officially adopted AZA, which then became known as the Aleph Zadik Aleph of B'nai B'rith.
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 BBYO's beginnings




Further information: B'nai B'rith Girls[image: External link]


In 1944, after a few past failed attempts to begin a Jewish youth group for young women, B'nai B'rith Girls[image: External link] (BBG) became officially recognized and adopted by B'nai B'rith[image: External link]. Anita Perlman is credited with the development of BBG as Sam Beber is credited with the AZA[image: External link]. For the first time, AZA and BBG were united under a single organization, officially cementing their relationship and brother and sister organizations. Combined, the two youth movements were called the B'nai B'rith Youth Organization, and BBYO was born.
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 From past to present with BBYO




Although the organization has changed greatly behind-the-scenes over the years, its original tenets still remain true: dedication to Jewish life, a pluralistic approach, commitment to community service and social action, and a youth leadership model. BBYO continues to be open to all teenagers that identify themselves as Jews, without exception. Members participate in meeting rituals and sing pep songs that date back to the organization's earliest days. The organization continues to maintain and contribute to its International Service Fund, initiated at the very first international convention. Although the number of professional staff has risen dramatically, BBYO continues to maintain democratic youth leadership at every level.

Just as the organization changed greatly in its first few years, starting as a local youth group to being adopted as the official youth auxiliary of the world's largest Jewish organization, it likewise has undergone drastic changes in recent years. After more than 75 years of a general prosperity, B'nai B'rith began a massive restructuring at the turn of the 21st century in response to the changing face of North American Jewry. As a result, what was then the B'nai B'rith Youth Organization split from B'nai B'rith in 2002 and was re-formed as BBYO, Inc., an independent non-profit organization. The new organization received substantial funding from the Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation and was chaired by Lynn Schusterman[image: External link].

Traditionally, BBYO was a conglomeration of many largely independent regions. This was the result of the modification of B'nai B'rith's long-standing "district" model. As new forms of communication have brought the members and staff of BBYO in closer contact, and as the differences between geographic regions continue to deteriorate, BBYO has become much more of a top-down organization, with standardized marketing materials and directives. BBYO has reached into the online market with its b-linked.org website, into the middle school market with its BBYO Connect programs, and into the adult market with its Friends & Alumni Network.

BBYO has always been the world's leading pluralistic Jewish youth movement. As the first and the most dynamically inclusive organization of its kind, every Jewish teen, of all backgrounds, anywhere in the world, will find an experience that provides the foundation for a meaningful Jewish life.
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 Structure




BBYO operates at four different levels, each one of which has its own elected teen leaders: international, regional, council and chapter. Depending on the size of and geography of a particular region, it may or may not contain the council level. (Typically, regions that are large in population or spread out geographically are likely to contain councils.) All members are assigned to a chapter, which is part of a region (and sometimes a council). The combined regions make up the international movement.
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 International




On the international level, BBYO organizes large-scale programs and offerings for its members, both during the school year and the summer. These programs bring together members from all over North America, and all over the world. Despite the fact that BBYO focuses mostly on activities taking place or originating in North America, the organization nonetheless maintains a presence on five other continents as well. Some of these are affiliate chapters that ascribe to the traditions of BBYO but are not technically under the control of the international office. BBYO programs are known to be active in Israel[image: External link], UK[image: External link] & Ireland[image: External link], France[image: External link], Thailand[image: External link], Bulgaria[image: External link], Curaçao[image: External link], South Africa, Australia[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link], and most recently Turkey[image: External link], Slovakia, Hungary[image: External link], Serbia[image: External link], and Argentina[image: External link] due to the new BBYO-JDC partnership.
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 Districts




Districts were a now-defunct organizational unit, that were mostly replaced by regions in the 1980s. The last remaining international districts were disbanded and renamed in 2005 at International Convention[image: External link].
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 Regions




At the regional level, chapters are brought together on a regular basis for inter-chapter programming and regional programs. All regions have at least one weekend-long convention every year (with some offering as many as a half-dozen). Regions that do not contain councils elect a regional board on a yearly basis. The regional board helps to plan regional events, and supervise their counterparts on the chapter level. There are currently 43 regions in North America. Regions are supervised by professional staff in a regional office.
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 Councils




Larger regions are sometimes split into councils, which operate much the same as regions, with their own council-wide events and elected council boards. A region that has councils will typically have both council events and regional events (encompassing all of the region's councils) over the course of the year. Councils elect a council board on a year basis; these boards function in the same fashion as do regional boards. Councils are supervised by professional staff, which may be in a regional office or a separate council office depending on the size of the council and region.
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 List of BBYO Regions/Councils






	Name of Region/Council
	Area Covered



	Big Apple Region #12
	New York City (Queens, Brooklyn, Staten Island, Bronx)



	Central Region West #45
	Northern California and Hawaii (San Francisco Bay Area)



	Connecticut Valley Region #17
	Connecticut and Western Massachusetts



	Cotton States Region #72
	Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Arkansas (Memphis, Nashville, Knoxville, Birmingham, Huntsville, and New Orleans)



	Eastern Region: North Carolina Council
	North Carolina and Roanoke, Virginia



	Eastern Region: Virginia Council
	Richmond, Williamsburg, Virginia Beach, and Tidewater, Virginia



	Eastern Canada Region
	Montreal and Ottawa



	Evergreen Region #46
	Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Alaska, and British Columbia



	Gold Coast Region #51
	Palm Beach and Broward Counties, Florida



	Great Midwest Region #61
	Flossmoor, Chicago, Skokie, Evanston, Glencoe, Highland Park, Buffalo Grove, Long Grove, Northbrook, Naperville



	Greater Jersey Hudson River Region #22: Central Council
	Central New Jersey



	Greater Jersey Hudson River Region #22: Northern Council
	Northern New Jersey, Rockland County, NY and Albany, NY



	Kentucky Indiana Ohio Region #27
	Kentucky, Indiana, and Southern Ohio (Columbus, Cincinnati, Dayton, Louisville, Indianapolis, and South Bend)



	Keystone Mountain Region #33
	Western Pennsylvania and West Virginia (Pittsburgh Metro and Charleston)



	Lake Ontario Region #36
	Toronto, Vaughan and Richmond Hill



	Liberty Region #13 (Formally known as Central Region East/Philadelphia Region)
	Eastern Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Elmira and Binghamton, NY



	Lonestar Region #73
	Southern Texas (Houston, San Antonio, and Austin)



	Manhattan Region
	New York City (Manhattan)



	Miami Region #53
	Miami-Dade County, FL



	Michigan Region #1701
	Detroit, Bloomfield Hills, West Bloomfield, Ann Arbor, and Windsor, ON



	Mid-America Region: Omaha Council
	Omaha, Nebraska and Sioux City, Iowa



	Mid-America Region: Kansas City Council
	Greater Kansas City and Wichita



	Mid-America Region: St. Louis Council
	Greater St. Louis



	Mid-America Region: North Star
	Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota (Minneapolis Metro)



	Mountain Region #47
	Arizona, Nevada, and Utah (Phoenix Metro, Tucson, Las Vegas, Henderson and Salt Lake City)



	Nassau-Suffolk Region #19
	Long Island, NY



	New England Region #18
	Eastern Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Maine



	North Florida Region #52
	Northern and Southwestern Florida (Orlando, South Orlando, Sarasota, Tampa, Oviedo, and Naples)



	North Texas Oklahoma Region #74
	Northern Texas and Oklahoma (Dallas Metro, Fort Worth, and Tulsa)



	Northern Region East: Baltimore Council #59
	Baltimore and Howard Counties, MD



	Northern Region East: DC Council #54
	Washington, DC, Howard County, MD, and Montgomery County, MD



	Northern Region East: NoVa Council #50
	Northern Virginia



	Northwest Canada Region #87
	Alberta and Saskatchewan (Calgary, Edmonton, Saskatoon, and Regina)



	Ohio Northern Region #23
	Northern Ohio (Greater Cleveland, Akron, Toledo, Youngstown, and Canton)



	Pacific Western Region #44
	Los Angeles, Ventura, Orange County, San Diego



	Red River Region
	Greater Winnipeg



	Rocky Mountain Region #25
	Colorado and New Mexico (Denver, Colorado Springs, Boulder, and Albuquerque)



	South Jersey Region #35
	Southern New Jersey (Cherry Hill, Voorhees, Washington Township, and Princeton)



	Southern Region: Atlanta Council #55
	Greater Atlanta



	Southern Region: Dixie Council
	Georgia (Savannah, Augusta) and South Carolina (Columbia, Charleston)



	Westchester Region
	Westchester County, NY



	Wisconsin Region #64
	Greater Milwaukee and Madison
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 Chapters




Chapters are BBYO's most basic organizational level, functioning at a local level. There are currently over 600 chapters in operation (roughly 45% B'nai B'rith Girls[image: External link], 40% Aleph Zadik Aleph[image: External link] and 15% BBYO) across the world. These chapters contain about 48,000 registered members, and their programs reach over 40,000 teens every year.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Programs




Chapters regularly engage in self-created programing. Programs are incredibly important and build the relationships among members of a chapter. There are many different programs, and a large bank of ideas can be found at BBYO Program Bank[image: External link]
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 International Programs




BBYO each year offers programs in which all regions and councils in the international order come together and gather for various purposes. Through the duration of the school year there are three main programs a member could attend.
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 International Executive Conference




A three-day convention in August which the top leaders of the regions: the two presidents and the International Boards, and all regional and council presidents, gather to discuss the goals and objectives of the upcoming programming year.

These leaders meet again in February before the International Convention with the addition of the International Chair Network and discuss how the first half of the year has gone and how to improve off it. They also do some final planning for the 5 days ahead of them.
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 International Convention




International convention is a five-day convention in which is open to all members of BBYO. It serves as a weekend to reconnect with those whom you’ve met over the summer, international execs for a second time, business meetings, elections of the new international board for the next programming year and the State of the Order address delivered by the international president of Aleph Zadik Aleph and the international president of B'nai Brith Girls.
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 March of the Living




This is a trace through the remembrance of the Holocaust. One week of the trip is spent in Poland and the other week in Israel. While in Poland the participants connect to their connection to Judaism. The participants then spend one week in Israel celebrating its independence day. The March of the Living is not a BBYO sponsored program, but does send its own delegation on the trip annually.
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 Summer Experiences




BBYO offers a variety of different Summer programs dealing with leadership, Judaism, community service, the business world, and international travels to many different countries. The core of these programs have, for many years, taken place at B'nai B'rith Perlman Camp[image: External link]. These programs include:
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 Chapter Leadership Training Conference (CLTC)




This program is a twelve-day program in which incoming sophomores, juniors, and seniors in high school attend to learn about the essentials of leading a chapter. There are eight sessions held during the summer, five of which are held at the Beber Camp in Mukwonago, Wisconsin (CLTC 1, 3, 5, 7, 8), and the other three at Bethany College in Bethany, West Virginia (CLTC 2, 4, 6).
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 International Leadership Training Conference (ILTC)




This program is a nineteen-day leadership program in which those on regional board learn how to expand previous chapter leadership toward their entire region. It is part of the Perlman summer experience including Kallah.
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 International Kallah




This program allows those seeking to find their Jewish identity to do so. It is 19 days of forming your own Jewish Self. It constitutes as half of the Perlman summer along with ILTC.
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 International Leadership Seminar in Israel (ILSI)




This program is twenty one-day elite leadership program in Israel that combines educational touring, leadership training, interactive seminars and meaningful community service. ILSI allows Jewish teens to gain an appreciation for the complexity of modern Israel and an enduring connection to the Jewish State and the Jewish People worldwide.
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 BBYO Passport




A program offering trips to all 5 continents that BBYO maintains a presence on. These trips include tourism, community service, social education, leadership, and Judaic experiences. One of the activities is tour of Israel. The teens are esorting by local team leader and have a basic introduction to Israel's geography, history, and culture.
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 BBYO on Campus




BBYO Michigan Business and Entrepreneurship Institute BBYO UT Austin Sports Management Institute BBYO UCLA Leadership and Entertainment Institute

Impact is two weeks of community service in a chosen location to better make one city at a time. Each program focuses on a different aspect of community service.

BBYO Michigan Business and Entrepreneurship Institute

A two-week course highlighting Jewish business leadership along with teaching teens marketing, finance, and product development.
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 Local programs




Both AZA[image: External link] and BBG[image: External link] have a segmented programming model, with each proscribed programming area referred to as a "fold". For AZA, the five folds are social, athletic, community service/social action, Judaic and educational; for BBG, the six folds are sisterhood, creativity, recreation, Jewish heritage, community service, and social action. Some chapters also have adopted the unofficial seventh fold of Mind, Body, Attitude (MBA). It aims to create a better self-image, and better self-esteem. Programs can be any time, and can involve any number of chapters (including both AZA and BBG together).
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 Leadership model




The teen leaders elected to office by their peers at various organizational levels have their own set of office titles, derived from Hebrew[image: External link]. Elections are typically held on an annual or semi-annual basis. The titles are often similar for the equivalent AZA[image: External link] and BBG[image: External link] positions, varying slightly due to a word's gender.



	Position
	AZA[image: External link]
	BBG[image: External link]



	President
	Godol
	N'siah



	Programming Vice President
	S'gan
	S'ganit



	Membership Vice President
	Moreh
	Aym Ha-Chaverot/MIT Mom/Morah



	Judaic and Social Service Vice President
	Shaliach
	Sh'licha



	Secretary
	Mazkir
	Mazkirah



	Treasurer
	Gizbor/3rd S'gan
	Gizborit



	Newspaper Editor
	Sopher
	Safranit/Orechet



	Minute Taker
	Katvan
	Katvanit



	BBYO Connect Recruitment
	M'kesher
	M'kesheret




Exact board positions elected can vary slightly between regions and chapters, with some chapters electing additional board positions, and some electing multiple members to a single position (e.g. electing two Aym Ha-Chaverot to expand recruitment). It is also possible for chapters to elect one member to two positions (e.g. electing the same person to serve as Mazkirah and Gizborit). Additionally, chairmanships may be appointed on an as-needed basis at every organizational level.

BBYO chapters typically contain the same positions as would an AZA[image: External link] or BBG[image: External link] chapters, with the exact position name corresponding to the gender of the person elected to the position. Some BBYO chapters may also elect both a male and female officer to certain board positions (e.g., electing both a moreh and a aym ha-chaverot).

However, within BBYO in the UK and Ireland[image: External link], the leadership positions work differently. Each chapter has an exec of about six people, who are voted on by all the members of that chapter. The positions are (in order):President, Vice-President, Administrator (sometimes split into Secretary and Treasurer), Programmer, Judaism and Zionism Awareness Officer (Referred to as JZA) and Welfare. Each of these positions has a specific role, but work together as a team to run the weekly meetings. On a larger scale, there is a National Executive, consisting of the positions listed above.

The BBYO in Curaçao[image: External link] also has its own way of composing a board. Elections are held annually (usually in August), where each member attending that day votes. The board consist of 5 members. The positions are: President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary and Past-President (the President chosen at the previous elections). One more position that is also voted on, is the one of PR (Public Relations). This position is filled by two members, each representing one of the congregations respectively. The PRs are not part of the board.
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 Notable BBYO alumni





	Ed Asner[image: External link]

	David Michael Barrett[image: External link]

	Carl Bernstein[image: External link]

	Mark Cuban[image: External link]

	Michael Dell[image: External link]

	Russ Feingold[image: External link]

	Michael Froman[image: External link]

	Ezra Furman[image: External link]

	Ginnifer Goodwin[image: External link]

	Tomer Kagan[image: External link]

	Philip Klutznick[image: External link]

	Adam Levine[image: External link]

	Maureen Lipman[image: External link]

	Leonard Nimoy[image: External link]

	Tracy-Ann Oberman[image: External link]

	Kevin Pollak[image: External link]

	Sheryl Sandberg[image: External link]

	Adam Sandler

	Florence Shapiro[image: External link]

	Grant Shapps[image: External link]

	William Shatner[image: External link]

	Alicia Silverstone[image: External link]

	Ben Stein[image: External link]

	Scott Sternberg[image: External link]

	Lucy Tammam[image: External link]

	Henry Winkler[image: External link]

	Jonathan Wolff[image: External link]
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 See also




More in-depth histories of AZA and BBG are available, as each organization developed independently before being united by B'nai B'rith. In addition, each organization maintains its own customs, traditions, and songs. Likewise, customs, traditions and program vary greatly from region to region, and more information is available on each.


	
Aleph Zadik Aleph[image: External link] for additional background and history on AZA, BBYO's fraternity for young men.

	
B'nai B'rith Girls[image: External link] for additional background and history on BBG, BBYO's sorority for young women.

	
BBYO International Programs[image: External link] for more information on BBYO's various program offerings at the international level, both during the summer and the school year.

	
B'nai B'rith[image: External link] for an overview of the organization that sponsored BBYO for over 75 years.

	
UK and Ireland BBYO[image: External link] for information on UK & Ireland BBYO
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New York University






This article is about the private institution founded in 1831. For other and similar uses, see University of New York[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 40°43′48″N 73°59′42″W[image: External link]

New York University (NYU) is a private[image: External link] nonprofit[image: External link] research university[image: External link] based in New York City[image: External link]. Founded in 1831, NYU is considered one of the world's most influential research universities.[12] University rankings compiled by Times Higher Education[image: External link], U.S. News & World Report[image: External link], and the Academic Ranking of World Universities[image: External link] all rank NYU amongst the top 32 universities in the world.[13][14][15] NYU is a fundamental part of the creativity and vibrancy that is Manhattan[image: External link], located with its core in Greenwich Village[image: External link], and campuses based throughout New York City[image: External link].[16][17] NYU is also a world-wide university, operating NYU Abu Dhabi[image: External link] and NYU Shanghai[image: External link], and centers in Accra[image: External link], Berlin, Buenos Aires[image: External link], Florence[image: External link], London[image: External link], Madrid[image: External link], Paris[image: External link], Prague[image: External link], Sydney[image: External link], Tel Aviv[image: External link], and Washington, D.C[image: External link].[18][19]

Among its faculty[image: External link] and alumni[image: External link] are 37 Nobel Laureates[image: External link], over 30 Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] winners, over 30 Academy Award[image: External link] winners, and hundreds of members of the National Academies of Sciences[image: External link]. Alumni include heads of state, royalty, eminent mathematicians, inventors, media figures, Olympic medalists[image: External link], CEOs of Fortune 500[image: External link] companies, and astronauts.[20][21][22] NYU alumni are among the wealthiest in the world.[23][24][25][26] According to The Princeton Review[image: External link], NYU is consistently considered by students and parents as a "Top Dream College".[27]



TOP
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 History




Main article: History of New York University[image: External link]


Albert Gallatin[image: External link], Secretary of Treasury[image: External link] under Thomas Jefferson[image: External link] and James Madison[image: External link], declared his intention to establish "in this immense and fast-growing city ... a system of rational and practical education fitting and graciously opened to all".[1] A three-day-long "literary and scientific convention" held in City Hall[image: External link] in 1830 and attended by over 100 delegates debated the terms of a plan for a new university. These New Yorkers believed the city needed a university designed for young men who would be admitted based upon merit rather than birthright or social class. On April 18, 1831, an institution was established, with the support of a group of prominent New York City residents from the city's merchants[image: External link], bankers[image: External link], and traders[image: External link].[28] Albert Gallatin was elected as the institution's first president.[29] On April 21, 1831, the new institution received its charter[image: External link] and was incorporated as the University of the City of New York by the New York State Legislature[image: External link]; older documents often refer to it by that name. The university has been popularly known as New York University since its inception and was officially renamed New York University in 1896.[29] In 1832, NYU held its first classes in rented rooms of four-story Clinton Hall, situated near City Hall[image: External link].[29] In 1835, the School of Law[image: External link], NYU's first professional school, was established. Although the impetus to found a new school was partly a reaction by evangelical[image: External link] Presbyterians[image: External link] to what they perceived as the Episcopalianism[image: External link] of Columbia College[image: External link],[30] NYU was created non-denominational[image: External link], unlike many American colleges at the time.[29] American Chemical Society[image: External link] was founded in 1876 at NYU.

It became one of the nation's largest universities, with an enrollment of 9,300 in 1917.[31] NYU had its Washington Square[image: External link] campus since its founding. The university purchased a campus at University Heights[image: External link] in the Bronx[image: External link] because of overcrowding on the old campus. NYU also had a desire to follow New York City's development further uptown. NYU's move to the Bronx occurred in 1894, spearheaded by the efforts of Chancellor Henry Mitchell MacCracken[image: External link].[29] The University Heights campus was far more spacious than its predecessor was. As a result, most of the university's operations along with the undergraduate College of Arts and Science[image: External link] and School of Engineering were housed there. NYU's administrative operations were moved to the new campus, but the graduate schools of the university remained at Washington Square.[32] In 1914, Washington Square College was founded as the downtown undergraduate college of NYU. In 1935, NYU opened the "Nassau College-Hofstra Memorial of New York University at Hempstead, Long Island". This extension would later become a fully independent Hofstra University[image: External link].[33]

In 1950, NYU was elected to the Association of American Universities[image: External link], a nonprofit organization of leading public and private research universities.[34][35]

In the late 1960s and early 1970s, financial crisis gripped the New York City government and the troubles spread to the city's institutions, including NYU.[36] Feeling the pressures of imminent bankruptcy, NYU President James McNaughton Hester[image: External link] negotiated the sale of the University Heights campus to the City University of New York[image: External link], which occurred in 1973.[37] In 1973, the New York University School of Engineering and Science merged into Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn[image: External link],[38] which eventually merged into NYU in 2014 forming the present Tandon School of Engineering[image: External link]. After the sale of the Bronx campus, University College merged with Washington Square College. In the 1980s, under the leadership of President John Brademas[image: External link],[39] NYU launched a billion-dollar campaign that was spent almost entirely on updating facilities.[40] The campaign was set to complete in 15 years, but ended up being completed in 10.[41] In 2003 President John Sexton[image: External link] launched a $2.5 billion campaign for funds to be spent especially on faculty and financial aid resources.[42]

In 2009, the university responded to a series of New York Times interviews that showed a pattern of labor abuses in its fledgling Abu Dhabi[image: External link] location, creating a statement of labor values for Abu Dhabi campus workers. A 2014 follow-up article found that while some conditions had improved, contractors for the multibillion-endowment university were still frequently subjecting their workers to third-world labor conditions. The article documented that these conditions included confiscation of worker passports, forced overtime, recruitment fees and cockroach-filled dorms where workers had to sleep under beds. According to the article, workers who attempted to protest the NYU contractors' conditions were promptly arrested.[43] The university responded the day of the article with an apology to the workers.[44] Another report was published and it maintains that those who were on strike were arrested by police who then promptly abused them in a police station. Many of those who were not local were then deported to their country.[45] In 2015, NYU compensated thousands of migrant workers on its Abu Dhabi complex.[46]

NYU was the founding member of the League of World Universities[image: External link], an international[image: External link] organization consisting of rectors[image: External link] and presidents[image: External link] from urban[image: External link] universities[image: External link] across six continents. The league and its 47 representatives gather every two years to discuss global issues in education[image: External link].[47] L. Jay Oliva[image: External link] formed the organization in 1991 just after he was inaugurated president of New York University.[48]

NYU's board of trustees is currently one of the largest and most powerful in American academia.[49]
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 University logo




The university logo, the upheld torch[image: External link], is derived from the Statue of Liberty[image: External link], signifying NYU's service to New York City. The torch is depicted on both the NYU seal and the more abstract NYU logo, designed in 1965 by renowned graphic designer Tom Geismar[image: External link] of the branding and design firm Chermayeff & Geismar[image: External link]. There are at least two versions of the possible origin of the university color, violet[image: External link]. Some believe that it may have been chosen because violets[image: External link] are said to have grown abundantly in Washington Square and around the buttresses of the Old University Building. Others argue that the color may have been adopted because the violet was the flower associated with Athens[image: External link], the center of learning in ancient Greece[image: External link].
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 Cultural setting




Washington Square[image: External link] and Greenwich Village[image: External link] have been hubs of cultural life[image: External link] in New York City since the early 19th century. Much of this culture has intersected with NYU at various points in its history. Artists[image: External link] of the Hudson River School[image: External link], the United States' first prominent school of painters, settled around Washington Square. Samuel F.B. Morse[image: External link], a noted artist who also pioneered the telegraph and created the Morse Code, served as the first chair of Painting and Sculpture. He and Daniel Huntington[image: External link] were early tenants of the Old University Building in the mid-19th century. (The University rented out studio space and residential apartments within the "academic" building.) As a result, they had notable interaction with the cultural and academic life of the university.[36]

In the 1870s, sculptors Augustus Saint-Gaudens[image: External link] and Daniel Chester French[image: External link] lived and worked near the Square. By the 1920s, Washington Square Park[image: External link] was nationally recognized as a focal point for artistic and moral rebellion. As such, the Washington Square campus became more diverse and bustled with urban energy, contributing to academic change at NYU.[36] Famed residents of this time include Eugene O'Neill[image: External link], John Sloan[image: External link], and Maurice Prendergast[image: External link]. In the 1930s, the abstract expressionists Jackson Pollock[image: External link] and Willem de Kooning[image: External link], and the realists Edward Hopper[image: External link] and Thomas Hart Benton[image: External link] had studios around Washington Square. In the 1960s the area became one of the centers of the beat and folk generation, when Allen Ginsberg[image: External link] and Bob Dylan[image: External link] settled there. This led to tension with the university, which at the time was in the midst of an aggressive facilities expansion phase.[36] In 1975, the university opened The Grey Art Gallery[image: External link] at 100 Washington Square East, housing the NYU art collection and featuring museum quality exhibitions.[50][51]
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 Budget and fundraising




NYU has successfully completed a seven-year, $2.5 billion campaign, surpassing expectations by raising more than $3 billion over the seven-year period.[52] Started in 2001, this campaign was the university's largest in its history, in which they planned to "raise $1 million per day for scholarships and financial aid, faculty building, new academic initiatives, and enhancing NYU's physical facilities".[53] The campaign included a $50 million gift from the Tisch family (after which one building and the art school are named) and a $60 million gift from six trustees[image: External link] called "The Partners Fund", aimed at hiring new faculty.[53][54] On October 15, 2007 the university announced that the Silver family donated $50 million to the School of Social Work[image: External link], which will be renamed as a result.[55] This is the largest donation ever to a school of social work in the United States.[56]

The 2007–2008 academic year was the most successful fundraising year to date for NYU, with the school raising $698 million in only the first 11 months of the year, representing a 70% increase in donations from the prior year.[57] The University also recently announced plans for NYU's Call to Action, a new initiative to ask alumni and donors to support financial aid for students at NYU.[58]

The university has announced a 25-year strategic development plan, scheduled to coincide with its bicentennial[image: External link] in 2031. Included in the "NYU 200" plans are increasing resident and academic space, hiring additional exemplary faculty, and involving the New York City community in a transparent planning process. Additionally, NYU hopes to make their buildings more environmentally friendly, which will be facilitated by an evaluation of all campus spaces.[59] As a part of this plan, NYU purchased 118 million kilowatt-hours[image: External link] of wind power[image: External link] during the 2006–2007 academic year – the largest purchase of wind power by any university in the country and any institution in New York City.[60] For 2007, the university expanded its purchase of wind power to 132 million kilowatt-hours.[61] As a result, the EPA[image: External link] ranked NYU as one of the greenest colleges in the country in its annual College & University Green Power Challenge.[62]

NYU consistently ranks as one of the top fundraising institutions in the country, raising $449.34 million in 2013 and $455.72 million in 2014.[63][64] NYU is also the 19th wealthiest university in America with $5.3 billion in cash and investments in fiscal year 2014.[65]
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 Campus




Main article: Campus of New York University[image: External link]


NYU's campus in New York City[image: External link] includes more than 100 buildings in Manhattan[image: External link],[66] as well as several buildings in Brooklyn[image: External link]. Most of NYU's buildings in Manhattan are located across a roughly 230-acre (930,000 m2) area bounded by Houston Street[image: External link] to the south, Broadway[image: External link] to the east, 14th Street[image: External link] to the north, and Sixth Avenue[image: External link] (Avenue of the Americas) to the west. The core of NYU consists of buildings that surround Washington Square Park[image: External link].[67][68][69]

With approximately 11,000 undergraduate and graduate residents,[70] NYU had the seventh-largest university housing system in the U.S. as of 2007, and one of the largest among private schools.[71]
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 Washington Square campus




Since the late 1970s, the central part of NYU has been its Washington Square campus in the heart of Greenwich Village[image: External link]. The Washington Square Arch[image: External link] is an unofficial symbol of NYU. Until 2007, NYU had held its commencement ceremonies in Washington Square Park, but moved the ceremonies to Yankee Stadium[image: External link] in 2008 because of renovations to Washington Square.[72]

In the 1990s, NYU became a "two square" university by building a second community around Union Square[image: External link], in close proximity to Washington Square. NYU's Union Square community primarily consists of the priority residence halls of Carlyle Court, Palladium[image: External link] Residence Hall, Alumni Hall, Coral Tower, Thirteenth Street Hall, University Hall, Third North Residence Hall, and Founders Hall.[67]

NYU operates theaters and performance facilities that are often used by the university's music conservatory[image: External link] and Tisch School of the Arts. External productions are also occasionally held in NYU's facilities. The largest performance accommodations at NYU are the Skirball Center for Performing Arts[image: External link] (850 seats) at 566 LaGuardia Place, just south of Washington Square South, and the Eisner-Lubin Auditorium (560 seats) in the Kimmel Center. Recently, the Skirball Center hosted important speeches on foreign policy by John Kerry[image: External link][73] and Al Gore[image: External link].[74] The Skirball Center is the largest performing arts facility south of 42nd Street[image: External link].[75][76]
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 Bobst Library




Main articles: Elmer Holmes Bobst Library[image: External link] and New York University Library[image: External link]


The Elmer Holmes Bobst Library, built between 1967 and 1972, is the largest library at NYU and one of the largest academic libraries in the United States. Designed by Philip Johnson[image: External link] and Richard Foster[image: External link], the 12-story, 425,000-square-foot (39,500 m2) structure sits on the southern edge of Washington Square Park (at 70 Washington Square South) and is the flagship of an eight-library, 4.5 million-volume system. Bobst Library offers one Multidisciplinary Reference Center, a Research Commons, 28 miles (45 km) of open-stacks shelving, and approximately 2,000 seats for student study. The library is visited by more than 6,800 users each day, and circulates more than one million books annually.[77]

Bobst's Avery Fisher Center for Music and Media is one of the world's largest academic media centers, where students and researchers use more than 95,000 audio and video recordings per year.[78] The Digital Studio offers a constantly evolving, leading-edge resource for faculty and student projects and promotes and supports access to digital resources for teaching, learning, research and arts events.[79]

Bobst Library is also home to significant special collections. The Fales Collection[image: External link] houses one of the finest collections of English and American fiction in the United States, the unique Downtown Collection, documenting the New York literary avante-garde arts scene from the 1970s to the present, and the Food and Cookery Collection, which documents American food history with a focus on New York City. Bobst Library also houses the Tamiment Library, one of the finest collections in the world for scholarly research in labor history, socialism, anarchism, communism, and American radicalism. Tamiment includes the Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, the Archives of Irish America, the Center for the Cold War and the U.S., and the Frederic Ewen Academic Freedom Center.[80]
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 New facilities




Since the early 2000s, NYU has developed new facilities on and around its Washington Square Campus. The Kimmel Center for University Life was built in 2003 as the primary location for the university's student services offices. It also houses the Skirball Center for the Performing Arts, the Rosenthal Pavilion, the Eisner & Lubin Auditorium, and the Loeb Student Center. The School of Law built Furman Hall in 2004, incorporating elements of two historic buildings into the new facade, one of which had been occupied by poet Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link].[81]

In 2005, NYU announced the development of a new life science facility on Waverly Place[image: External link], the first new NYU science building since the opening of Meyer Hall in 1971.[82] In November 2005, NYU announced plans to build a 26-floor, 190,000-square-foot (18,000 m2) residence hall on 12th Street. The residence hall, named "Founders Hall", accommodates approximately 700 undergraduates and contains a host of other student facilities. It is currently the tallest building in the East Village[image: External link].[83]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Brooklyn campus




NYU's Brooklyn campus is located at MetroTech Center[image: External link], an urban academic-industrial research park[image: External link],[38] and is only a few subway stops from the Washington Square campus. It houses the School of Engineering[image: External link], the Center for Urban Science and Progress[image: External link] and also several of Tisch School of the Arts[84] and Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human Development[image: External link]'s degree programs.[85] The Brooklyn campus also houses NYU's Game Center Open Library, which is the largest collection of games held by any university in the world.[84] In 2014, NYU Langone Medical Center[image: External link] acquired a 125,000 square feet (11,600 m2) healthcare facility in Brooklyn.[86] The NYU shuttle bus system connects the Brooklyn campus with the Washington Square campus.[87][88]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other campuses and facilities




The New York University School of Medicine[image: External link] is situated near the East River waterfront at 550 First Avenue between East 30th[image: External link] and 34th[image: External link] Streets. The campus hosts the medical school, Tisch Hospital, and the Rusk Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine[image: External link].[89] Other NYU Centers across the city include NYU Hospital for Joint Diseases and the Bellevue Hospital Center[image: External link].[90][91] NYU's Silver School of Social Work (formerly Ehrenkranz School of Social Work) manages branch campus programs in Westchester County at Manhattanville College[image: External link], in Rockland County[image: External link] at St. Thomas Aquinas College[image: External link], and on Staten Island[image: External link] at the City University of New York[image: External link]'s College of Staten Island[image: External link].[92]

In Sterling Forest[image: External link], near Tuxedo[image: External link], NYU has a research facility that contains institutes, in particular the Nelson Institute of Environmental Medicine.[93] The Midtown Center at 11 West 42nd Street is home to the NYU Schack Institute of Real Estate. The Woolworth Building[image: External link] in the financial district is home to NYU's professional studies and education programs.[94]

NYU has two units located on the Upper East Side[image: External link]. The Institute for the Study of the Ancient World[image: External link], a discrete entity within NYU, independent of any other school or department of the university, is located on East 84th Street,[95] while the New York University Institute of Fine Arts[image: External link], a graduate school of art history and fine arts, is located at the James B. Duke Building at 1 East 78th Street.[96]

The Tandon School of Engineering[image: External link] has locations in Brooklyn and Manhattan. It is one of the oldest private engineering schools in the United States.[97]

NYU has international houses on its Manhattan campus, including the Deutsches Haus, La Maison Française[image: External link], Casa Italiana Zerilli Marimò[image: External link], the Glucksman Ireland House, the King Juan Carlos I of Spain[image: External link] Center, the Hagop Kevorkian Center, an Africa House and a China House.[98]
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 Campuses abroad




Tisch School of the Arts, Asia was NYU's first branch campus abroad. The result of a partnership between Tisch School of the Arts and the Singapore Government, it offered Master of Fine Arts degrees in animation and digital arts, dramatic writing, film and international media producing. The campus opened in fall 2007 with the intention to enroll approximately 250 students.[99] Anticipated enrolment figures were not achieved, financial irregularities were alleged and President Pari Sara Shirazi was dismissed from her post by NYU in November 2011.[100] She subsequently announced her intention to commence legal proceedings against NYU alleging wrongful termination and defamation.[101] In a letter to the Tisch Asia community dated November 8, 2012, Dean Mary Schmidt Campbell announced that the campus would close after 2014 with recruitment and admission of new students suspended with immediate effect.[102] In 2016, three former students of the now defunct Tisch Asia sued NYU.[103][104]

NYU has a host of foreign facilities used for study abroad[image: External link] programs, referred to as Global Academic Centers. As of 2012, NYU operates 14 academic sites – both degree-granting research university campuses and study abroad sites – in Africa, Asia and the Middle East, Australia, Europe, North America, and South America, including undergraduate academic-year and summer study abroad programs in New York City[image: External link], Florence[image: External link], London[image: External link], Paris[image: External link], Prague[image: External link], Berlin, Accra[image: External link], Madrid[image: External link], Shanghai[image: External link], Buenos Aires[image: External link], Tel Aviv[image: External link], Abu Dhabi[image: External link], Sydney[image: External link], and Washington, D.C.[image: External link][105][106] One of the most noteworthy is the 57-acre (230,000 m2) campus of NYU Florence Villa LaPietra[image: External link] in Italy, bequeathed by the late Sir Harold Acton[image: External link] to NYU in 1994.[107]

In fall 2010, NYU Abu Dhabi[image: External link] (NYUAD) opened as the university's first overseas "Portal Campus" with an inaugural class of 150 students.[108] Unlike NYU's other study abroad centers, NYUAD functions as a separate liberal arts college within a university, offering complete degree programs to students admitted directly to NYUAD. NYUAD recruits students from all over the world and describes itself as the "World's Honor College". The main campus for NYUAD is under construction on Saadiyat Island and is scheduled to open in 2014. Until then the school operates from a campus located in downtown Abu Dhabi.[109] The campus construction and operational costs are entirely funded by the Abu Dhabi government.[110]

In 2011, NYU announced plans to open another portal campus, New York University Shanghai[image: External link], for the fall semester of 2013. It was set to have about 3,000 undergraduate students, the majority of whom would be Chinese[image: External link]. It was approved by the Ministry of Education of the People's Republic of China[image: External link] in January 2011.[111] NYU's local partner will be East China Normal University[image: External link] (ECNU). ECNU's president Yu Lizhong[image: External link] will be the chancellor and play a major role in government relations while Jeffrey S. Lehman[image: External link], former president of Cornell[image: External link] amongst other positions, will serve as vice chancellor and have "free rein in academic affairs".[112]

In spring 2014, NYU opened a new campus in Paris[image: External link], in the student area of the Quartier Latin[image: External link], where NYU Law set up an EU Regulatory Policy Clinic taught by Alberto Alemanno[image: External link] and Vincent Chauvet[image: External link].[113]
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 Residence halls




Main article: New York University residence halls[image: External link]


NYU houses approximately 11,000 undergraduate and graduate residents,[70] and had the seventh-largest university housing system in the U.S. as of 2007, and one of the largest among private schools.[71] NYU's undergraduate housing system consists of more than 20 residence halls.[70] Uniquely, many of NYU's residence halls are converted apartment[image: External link] complexes or old hotels. In general, NYU residence halls receive favorable ratings, and some are opulent. Many rooms are spacious and contain amenities considered rare for individual college residence hall rooms, such as kitchens, lavatories, living rooms and common areas.[114] The university operates its own transit system to transport its students by bus[image: External link] to its campus.[115]

Undergraduate students are guaranteed housing during their enrollment at NYU. Most freshman residence halls are located near the Washington Square area. While nearly all of the residence halls that primarily house sophomores are located near the Union Square[image: External link] area, two former residence halls were located in the Financial District[image: External link] and one is still in use in Chinatown[image: External link].[116][117] All of NYU's residence halls are governed by the Inter-Residence Hall Council[image: External link] (IRHC), an umbrella student council organization.[118]

In 2007, the National Association of College and University Residence Halls[image: External link] (NACURH) named NYU the National School of the Year for IRHC and NRHH[image: External link]'s strong efforts over the past year. In addition, NYU was named the National Program of the Year for UltraViolet Live, the annual inter-hall competition that raises funds for Relay For Life[image: External link].[119]
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 Sustainability




NYU has made the greening of its campus a large priority. For example, NYU has been the largest university purchaser of wind energy in the U.S. since 2009.[120] With this switch to renewable power, NYU is achieving benefits equivalent to removing 12,000 cars from the road or planting 72,000 trees. In May 2008, the NYU Sustainability Task Force awarded $150,000 in grants to 23 projects that would focus research and efforts toward energy, food, landscape, outreach, procurement, transportation and waste.[121] These projects include a student-led bike-sharing program modeled after Paris' Velib program with 30 bikes free to students, staff, and faculty. NYU received a grade of "B" on the College Sustainability Report Card 2010 from the Sustainable Endowments Institute.[122]

NYU purchased 118 million kilowatt-hours[image: External link] of wind power[image: External link] during the 2006–2007 academic year – the largest purchase of wind power by any university in the country and any institution in New York City.[60] For 2007, the university expanded its purchase of wind power to 132 million kilowatt-hours.[61]

The EPA[image: External link] ranked NYU as one of the greenest colleges in the country in its annual College & University Green Power Challenge.[62]
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 Academics
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 Schools and colleges




New York University comprises the following schools and colleges:[16]


	Arts & Science




	

	College of Arts and Science[image: External link]

	Graduate School of Arts and Science[image: External link]

	Liberal Studies[image: External link]








	Center for Urban Science and Progress[image: External link]

	College of Dentistry[image: External link]

	College of Global Public Health

	Rory Meyers College of Nursing[image: External link]

	Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences[image: External link]

	Gallatin School of Individualized Study[image: External link]

	Institute of Fine Arts[image: External link]

	Institute for the Study of the Ancient World[image: External link]

	Leonard N. Stern School of Business[image: External link]

	NYU Abu Dhabi[image: External link]

	NYU Shanghai[image: External link]

	Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service[image: External link]

	Silver School of Social Work[image: External link]

	School of Law[image: External link]

	School of Medicine[image: External link]

	School of Professional Studies[image: External link]

	Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human Development[image: External link]

	Tandon School of Engineering[image: External link]

	Tisch School of the Arts



Arts and Science is currently NYU's largest academic division. It has three subdivisions: the College of Arts and Science, the Graduate School of Arts and Science, and the Liberal Studies program.[16] The College of Arts and Science and Liberal Studies program are undergraduate divisions, and the former has existed since the founding of NYU.[123]

Undergraduate divisions are also found in the College of Dentistry, College of Nursing, Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences, Gallatin School of Individualized Study, Leonard N. Stern School of Business, NYU Abu Dhabi, NYU Shanghai, Tandon School of Engineering,[124] Silver School of Social Work, School of Professional Studies, Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human Development, and the Tisch School of the Arts. Postgraduate divisions are found in all of NYU's schools and colleges.[16]
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 Research




NYU manages one of the largest annual collegiate research budgets of any university in the United States. In 2014, NYU received $524 million in research grants from the National Science Foundation[image: External link] alone.[125] NYU School of Medicine received $305 million in external research funding from the National Institutes of Health[image: External link] in 2014.[126] NYU was granted 90 patents[image: External link] in 2014, the 19th most of any institution in the world.[127] NYU owns the fastest supercomputer[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link].[128] As of 2016, NYU hardware researchers and their collaborators enjoy the largest outside funding level for hardware security of any institution in the United States[image: External link], including grants from the National Science Foundation[image: External link] (NSF), the Office of Naval Research[image: External link], the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency[image: External link] (DARPA), the United States Army Research Laboratory[image: External link], the Air Force Research Laboratory[image: External link], the Semiconductor Research Corporation[image: External link], and companies including Boeing[image: External link], Microsoft[image: External link], and Google[image: External link].[129]
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 Admissions





Fall Freshman Statistics[130]



	 
	2017
	2015
	2014
	2013
	2012
	2011



	Applicants
	67,232
	57,727
	50,804
	45,779
	42,807
	41,243



	Admits
	18,520
	18,515
	18,010
	14,829
	14,998
	13,487



	 % Admitted
	27.5
	32.1
	35.4
	32.4
	35.0
	32.7



	Enrolled
	
	5,927
	5,913
	5,207
	5,140
	4,870



	Avg GPA
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Avg SAT
	
	
	
	
	
	



	*(out of 2400)






Admission to NYU is highly selective. For the undergraduate class of 2021, 18,520 were admitted from an applicant pool of 67,232 (27%), the lowest in its school's history.[131] As of 2016, NYU's graduate schools have acceptance rates of 1.8% to the School of Medicine,[132] 23% to the School of Business,[133] 28% to the School of Engineering,[134] 29% to the Graduate School of Arts and Science,[135] and 34% to the School of Law.[136]

Total undergraduate freshman enrollment is 5,917 for the 2015–2016 academic year, representing 49 states and 91 countries, with 19% as non-US citizens. Most freshmen have a typical unweighted GPA of 3.5/A (90–95%) and are in the top 10% of their high school graduating class. The middle 50% of freshmen score between 1900 and 2150 on the SAT[image: External link] and between 29 and 32 on the ACT[image: External link]. The student-to-faculty ratio at the New York campus is 10:1, and less than that at the Abu Dhabi and Shanghai campuses. The average scholarship amount awarded to freshmen is $29,528, and 21% of freshmen received Pell Grants.[137]

As of 2016, average MCAT[image: External link] score of students at the School of Medicine is 36/45,[138] average GMAT[image: External link] score of graduate students at the School of Business is 710/800,[133] average GRE[image: External link] quant score of graduate students at the School of Engineering is 169.3/170,[139] and average LSAT[image: External link] score of students at the School of Law is 171/180.[140]
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 Rankings




Nationally, NYU is ranked 14th in the Center For World University Rankings,[150] 15th by Global Language Monitor[image: External link],[151] 19th by QS World University Rankings[image: External link],[152] 22nd in the Academic Ranking of World Universities[image: External link], 24th by Business Insider[image: External link],[153] and 36th by U.S. News & World Report[image: External link].

Globally, NYU is ranked 18th in the Center for World University Rankings,[150] 17th in International Colleges and Universities,[154] 29th in the Academic Ranking of World Universities, 32nd in the Times Higher Education World University Rankings[image: External link], and 46th in the QS World University Rankings. Additionally, NYU is ranked 20th in the Times Higher Education World University Rankings Reputation Rankings.[155]

U.S. News & World Report ranks NYU's graduate schools 6th for law, 6th for public policy, 9th for math (1st for applied math[156]), 10th for Occupational therapy[image: External link] under Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human Development[image: External link], 10th for business, 11th for economics, 15th for political science, 19th for medical school research, 20th for education, 21st for nursing, 27th for physical therapy, 29th for computer science, 30th for psychology, and 46th for engineering.[157]

Globally, NYU's social sciences are ranked 8th by the Academic Ranking of World Universities,[158] 15th by the Times Higher Education World University Rankings,[159] and 16th by the QS World University Rankings.[160] NYU is globally ranked 11th for psychology by the QS World University Ranking.[161] The Social Psychology Network[image: External link] ranks NYU 5th for industrial/organizational psychology, 14th for clinical psychology,[162] and U.S. News & World Report ranks NYU 9th for social psychology and 9th for behavioral neuroscience.[163]

U.S. News & World Report ranks the New York University School of Law[image: External link] 1st for tax law and 1st for international law. The publication also ranks The Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service[image: External link] 6th in public policy.[164] The NYU Department of Philosophy[image: External link] is globally ranked 1st by The Philosophical Gourmet Report[image: External link][165] and the QS World University Rankings[image: External link].[166] In The Los Angeles Times, NYU Tisch School of Arts[image: External link] is ranked 1st for film by Ranker[image: External link].[167][168] NYU is ranked 1st for New Ivies by college resource guide Unigo[image: External link].[169] In 2006, NYU was named by Kaplan[image: External link] as one of the "New Ivies".[170] The annual Global Employability Survey in The New York Times[image: External link] ranks NYU 11th nationally and 29th globally for employability.[171][172] For four consecutive years NYU has been ranked as America's "#1 dream school" by the Princeton Review[image: External link].[173] NYU is consistently ranked as a "Top 10 Dream College" for both parents and students according to The Princeton Review[image: External link]. Alongside Stanford University[image: External link], Harvard College[image: External link], Princeton University[image: External link], and Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link], NYU is one of few universities to regularly appear in the top 10 list for both parents and students.[27] NYU ranks 19th in the world based on the number of patents generated.[174]

NYU ranked 7th among the World's top 100 universities for producing millionaires, as compiled by Times Higher Education World University Rankings[image: External link].[175] NYU ranked 5th globally among universities with the highest number of alumni worth $30 million or more, as compiled by ABC News[image: External link].[176] CNBC[image: External link] ranked NYU 4th globally among universities with the most billionaire graduates.[177]
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 Student life
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 Student government




The Student Senators Council[image: External link] is the governing student body[image: External link] at NYU. The SSC has been involved in controversial debates on campus, including a campuswide ban on the sale of Coca-Cola products[image: External link] in 2005, and the Graduate Student Organizing Committee[image: External link] unionization in 2001 and subsequent strike in 2005.[178][179][180][181] This ban was lifted by the University Senate on February 5, 2009.[182]
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 Student organizations




NYU has over 450 student clubs and organizations on campus.[183] In addition to the sports teams, fraternities, sororities, and study clubs, there are many organizations on campus that focus on entertainment, arts, and culture. These organizations include various student media[image: External link] clubs: for instance, the daily student newspaper[image: External link] the Washington Square News[image: External link], the NYU Local[image: External link] daily blog, The Plague[image: External link] comedy magazine, "Washington Square Local web-based satire news source, and the literary journals Washington Square Review and The Minetta Review, as well as student-run event producers such as the NYU Program Board and the Inter-Residence Hall Council. It also operates radio station[image: External link] WNYU-FM[image: External link] 89.1 with a diverse college radio[image: External link] format, transmitting to the entire New York metropolitan area[image: External link] from the original campus, and via booster station WNYU-FM1 which fills in the signal in lower Manhattan[image: External link] from atop one of the Silver Towers, next to the football field[image: External link] at the Washington Square campus.[184][185]

The New York University Mock Trial team is consistently ranked as one of the best collegiate mock trial teams in the country. NYU has qualified for the National Championship Tournament for 10 consecutive seasons and placed in the top 10 during each of those years. In the 2009–2010 season, NYU won the 26th National Championship Tournament in Memphis over rival Harvard[image: External link].[186] The following season, they qualified for the final round once more only to be the runners-up to UCLA[image: External link].[187] In the American Mock Trial Association's 2015–2016 power rankings, NYU ranks third, behind Harvard and Yale[image: External link].[188]

During the University Heights era, an apparent rift evolved with some organizations distancing themselves from students from the downtown schools. The exclusive Philomathean Society[image: External link] operated from 1832 to 1888 (formally giving way in 1907 and reconstituted into the Andiron Club). Included among the Andiron's regulations was "Rule No.11: Have no relations save the most casual and informal kind with the downtown schools".[189] The Eucleian Society[image: External link], rival to the Philomathean Society, was founded in 1832. The Knights of the Lamp was a social organization founded in 1914 at the School of Commerce. This organization met every full moon and had a glowworm as its mascot.[190] The Red Dragon Society[image: External link], founded in 1898, is thought to be the most selective society at NYU. In addition, NYU's first yearbook[image: External link] was formed by fraternities and "secret societies" at the university.[191]

NYU has traditions which have persisted across campuses. Since the beginning of the 20th century initiation ceremonies have welcomed incoming NYU freshmen. At the Bronx University Heights Campus, seniors used to grab unsuspecting freshmen, take them to a horse-watering trough, and then dunk them head-first into what was known colloquially as "the Fountain of Knowledge". This underground initiation took place until the 1970s.[192] Today freshmen take part in university-sponsored activities during what is called "Welcome Week".[193] In addition, throughout the year the university traditionally holds Apple Fest (an apple-themed country fest that began at the University Heights campus), the Violet Ball (a dance in the atrium of Bobst Library), Strawberry Fest (featuring New York City's longest Strawberry Shortcake[image: External link]), and the semi-annual midnight breakfast[image: External link] where Student Affairs administrators serve free breakfast to students before finals[image: External link].[194]

Students publish a campus comedy magazine, The Plague. Like many college humor magazines[image: External link], this often pokes fun at popular culture[image: External link] as well as campus life and the idiosyncrasies of New York University.[195] The Plague was founded in 1978[196] by Howard Ostrowsky along with Amy Burns, John Rawlins, Joe Pinto and Dan Fiorella,[197] and is currently published once per semester.[198] It is not NYU's first humor magazine, as The Medley was a humor magazine published by the Eucleian Society[image: External link] from 1913 to 1950.[195]
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 Greek life




Some of the first fraternities[image: External link] in the country were formed at NYU.[199][200] Greek life[image: External link] first formed on the NYU campus in 1837 when Psi Upsilon[image: External link] chartered its Delta Chapter.[199] The first fraternities at NYU were social ones. With their athletic, professional, intellectual, and service activities, later groups sought to attract students who also formed other groups. Since then, Greek letter organizations have proliferated to include 25 social fraternities and sororities. As of 2014, approximately 13% of NYU students are members of fraternities or sororities.[201]

Four governing boards oversee Greek life at the university. The Interfraternity Council (IFC) has jurisdiction over all twelve recognized fraternities on campus. Eight sororities are under the jurisdiction of the Panhellenic Council (PhC), which features seven national sororities (ΔΦΕ, ΑΕΦ, ΑΣΤ, ΠΒΦ, ΚΚΓ, ΖΤΑ, ΔΓ) and two local sororities (ΑΦΖ and ΘΦΒ). Five multicultural organizations maintain membership in the Multicultural Greek Council (MGC), including two fraternities and three sororities. All three of the aforementioned boards are managed under the auspices of the Inter-Greek Council.[202]

Greek organizations have historical significance at NYU. Delta Phi Epsilon[image: External link], Zeta Psi[image: External link], Alpha Epsilon Pi[image: External link], Tau Delta Phi[image: External link],[203] Alpha Kappa Psi[image: External link] and Delta Sigma Pi[image: External link] were founded at NYU. Zeta Psi Fraternity of North America[image: External link] was chartered in 1847,[200] Delta Sigma Pi[image: External link] in 1907,[204] and Alpha Epsilon Pi[image: External link] in 1913.[205] Delta Phi Epsilon was founded in 1917.[206] The NYU Gamma chapter of Delta Phi[image: External link], founded in 1841, is the longest continuously active fraternity chapter in the world, having never gone inactive since its establishment. Delta Phi is also the oldest continuously active fraternity in the United States, being the only organization in the original Union Triad to remain active since its institute.[207] The NYU Gamma chapter of Zeta Beta Tau[image: External link] is the oldest active ΖΒΤ chapter in the country.[208]
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 ROTC




NYU does not have an ROTC program on campus. However, NYU students may participate in the U.S. Army ROTC[image: External link] program through NYC Army ROTC, headquartered at Fordham University[image: External link].[209]
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 Athletics




Main article: NYU Violets[image: External link]


NYU's sports teams are referred to as the NYU Violets[image: External link], the colors being the trademarked hue "NYU Violet" and white. Since 1981, the school mascot[image: External link] has been a bobcat, whose origin can be traced back to the abbreviation then being used by the Bobst Library computerized catalog—short: Bobcat.[210] NYU's sports teams include baseball, men's and women's varsity basketball, cross country, fencing, golf, soccer, softball, swimming and diving, tennis, track and field, volleyball, and wrestling.[211] All of NYU's sports teams participate in the NCAA's[image: External link] Division III[image: External link] and the University Athletic Association[image: External link], with the exception of fencing, which participates in Division I.[212] While NYU has had All-American[image: External link] football players, the school has not had a varsity football[image: External link] team since 1952.[213]

NYU students also compete in club and intramural sports, including badminton[image: External link], baseball[image: External link], basketball[image: External link], crew[image: External link], cycling[image: External link], equestrianism[image: External link], ice hockey[image: External link], lacrosse[image: External link], martial arts[image: External link], rugby[image: External link], softball[image: External link], squash[image: External link], tennis[image: External link], triathlon[image: External link], and ultimate[image: External link]. The Coles Sports and Recreation Center[image: External link] serves as the home base of several of NYU's intercollegiate athletic teams. Many of NYU's varsity teams play their games at various facilities and fields throughout Manhattan because of the scarcity of space for playing fields near campus. In 2002, NYU opened the Palladium[image: External link] Athletic Facility as the second on-campus recreational facility.[214][215]
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 Faculty and alumni




Main articles: List of New York University alumni[image: External link] and List of New York University faculty[image: External link]


NYU has 470,000 living alumni as of 2015.[216] At least 37 Nobel Prize winners[image: External link] are affiliated with NYU. NYU is associated with a great number of important inventions and discoveries. For example, cardiac defibrillator[image: External link] and artificial cardiac pacemaker[image: External link] (Barouh Berkovits[image: External link]), closed-chest cardiac defibrillator[image: External link] (William B. Kouwenhoven[image: External link]), laser[image: External link] (Gordon Gould[image: External link]), atom bomb[image: External link] (Frederick Reines[image: External link]), polio vaccine[image: External link] (Albert Sabin[image: External link]), RFID[image: External link] (Mario Cardullo[image: External link]), telephone handset[image: External link] (Robert G. Brown[image: External link]), wireless microphone[image: External link] (Hung-Chang Lin[image: External link]), first digital image scanner[image: External link] (Russell A. Kirsch[image: External link]), television (Benjamin Adler[image: External link]), light beer[image: External link] (Joseph Owades[image: External link]), non-stick cookware[image: External link] (John Gilbert[image: External link]),[217] black hole thermodynamics[image: External link] (Jacob Bekenstein[image: External link]), polymer science[image: External link] (Herman Francis Mark[image: External link]), microwave[image: External link] (Ernst Weber[image: External link]), X-ray crystallography[image: External link] (Paul Peter Ewald[image: External link]), barcode[image: External link] (Jerome Swartz[image: External link]), structure of the DNA[image: External link] (Francis Crick[image: External link]), tau lepton[image: External link] (Martin Lewis Perl[image: External link]), processes for creating food coloring[image: External link], decaffeination[image: External link] and sugar substitute[image: External link] (Torunn Atteraas Garin[image: External link]), processes for the mass production of penicillin[image: External link] (Jasper H. Kane[image: External link]), X-ray generator[image: External link] and rotational radiation therapy[image: External link] (John G. Trump[image: External link]), nuclear reactor[image: External link] and hydrogen bomb[image: External link] (John Archibald Wheeler[image: External link]), and contact lenses[image: External link] (Norman Gaylord[image: External link]), among many others. Alumnus Fred Waller[image: External link] who invented Cinerama[image: External link] and the Waller Gunnery Trainer[image: External link], also obtained the first patent for a water ski[image: External link]. The first patents for touch screen cash machine[image: External link] (Richard J. Orford),[218][219] and zoom lens[image: External link] (Leonard Bergstein),[220] were also obtained by NYU alumni. Some of the most prolific inventors in American history are NYU alumni, for example Jerome H. Lemelson[image: External link] whose 605 patents involved the cordless telephone[image: External link], fax machine[image: External link], videocassette recorder[image: External link] and camcorder[image: External link], among others; Samuel Ruben[image: External link] whose inventions include electric battery[image: External link]; James Wood[image: External link] who invented cable-lift elevator[image: External link], fabricated the steel cables for the Brooklyn Bridge[image: External link] and contributed to the development of lockmaking[image: External link], submarine[image: External link], electric generator[image: External link], electric motor[image: External link], transformer[image: External link] and the design of the refrigerator[image: External link]; and Albert Macovski[image: External link] whose innovations include the single-tube color camera and real-time phased array imaging[image: External link] for ultrasound[image: External link]. NYU is the birthplace of the tractor beam[image: External link] and 5G[image: External link].[221] Before and during World War II[image: External link], NYU's Tandon School of Engineering[image: External link] worked on problems whose solution led to the development of radar[image: External link], and later broke ground in electromagnetic theory, electronics in general, and solved re-entry problems of the manned space capsules[image: External link],[222] as well as helped develop and design the NASDAQ[image: External link] Automated Quote System and trading floors.[223] Developer of the early telephone systems in the United States[image: External link] Bancroft Gherardi Jr.[image: External link], developer of the submarine communications facilities Jack M. Sipress[image: External link], inventor of Italy[image: External link]'s first computer Mario Tchou[image: External link], designer of the Panama Canal locks[image: External link] Henry C. Goldmark[image: External link], designer of the Pentagon[image: External link] Hugh John Casey[image: External link], designer of the Apollo Lunar Module[image: External link] Thomas J. Kelly[image: External link], as well as the designer of virtually every major bridge in New York City[image: External link] from the George Washington to the Verrazano, Leopold Just[image: External link],[224] are also NYU alumni.

Many of the world's most renowned companies, such as IBM[image: External link] (Charles Ranlett Flint[image: External link]), Twitter[image: External link] (Jack Dorsey[image: External link]), Bloomberg L.P.[image: External link] (Charles Zegar[image: External link]), Jacobs Engineering Group[image: External link] (Joseph J. Jacobs[image: External link]), Hudson Group[image: External link] (Robert B. Cohen[image: External link]), MTV[image: External link] (Tom Freston[image: External link]), Barnes & Noble[image: External link] (Leonard Riggio[image: External link]), Northrop Grumman[image: External link] (William T. Schwendler[image: External link]), Automatic Data Processing[image: External link] (Henry Taub[image: External link]), Duracell[image: External link] (Samuel Ruben[image: External link]), Bugle Boy[image: External link] (William C. W. Mow[image: External link]), Virgin Mobile USA[image: External link] (Dan Schulman[image: External link]), among many others, were founded or co-founded by NYU alumni. Likewise, many of the world's most famous companies were either owned or led by NYU alumni. For example, Lockheed Martin[image: External link] (Robert J. Stevens[image: External link]), Xerox[image: External link] (Ursula Burns[image: External link]), Yahoo![image: External link] (Alfred Amoroso[image: External link]), TPV Technology[image: External link] (Jason Hsuan[image: External link]), 20th Century Fox[image: External link] (Marvin Davis[image: External link]), BAE Systems Inc[image: External link] (Mark Ronald[image: External link]), AECOM[image: External link] (John Dionisio[image: External link]), Pfizer[image: External link] (John Elmer McKeen[image: External link]), Ingersoll Rand[image: External link] (Herbert L. Henkel[image: External link]), General Motors[image: External link] (Alfred P. Sloan[image: External link]), Sears[image: External link] (Arthur C. Martinez[image: External link]), The New York Times[image: External link] (Spencer Trask[image: External link]), Stanley Black & Decker[image: External link] (John Trani[image: External link]), American International Group[image: External link] (Harvey Golub[image: External link]), American Express[image: External link] (Edward P. Gilligan[image: External link]), Qwest[image: External link] (Joseph Nacchio[image: External link]), Chase Bank[image: External link] (Walter V. Shipley[image: External link]), CBS[image: External link] (Laurence Alan Tisch[image: External link]), Bristol-Myers Squibb Company[image: External link] (Charles A. Heimbold, Jr.[image: External link]), Citigroup[image: External link] (Robert I. Lipp[image: External link]), Morgan Stanley[image: External link] (Robert A. Kindler[image: External link]), Marvel Entertainment[image: External link] (John Turitzin[image: External link]), ConocoPhillips[image: External link] (John Carrig[image: External link]), Deloitte[image: External link] (Barry Salzberg[image: External link]), Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link] (Peter Guber[image: External link]), GQ[image: External link] (Steven Florio[image: External link]), Viacom[image: External link] (Thomas E. Dooley[image: External link]), Liberty Media[image: External link] (John C. Malone[image: External link]), Verizon[image: External link] (Lawrence Babbio Jr.[image: External link]) and Chemtura[image: External link] (Vincent A. Calarco[image: External link]), just to name a few. Pioneer of Silicon Valley[image: External link], Eugene Kleiner[image: External link],[225] and World Trade Center site[image: External link] owner, Larry Silverstein[image: External link], are also alumni of NYU.

The following are examples of some of the many notable members of some of the many notable graduating classes: class of 1941, which graduated three later Nobel Prize[image: External link] laureates (Julius Axelrod[image: External link], Gertrude B. Elion[image: External link] and Clifford Shull[image: External link]), Olympic Gold Medalist John Woodruff[image: External link], sportscaster Howard Cosell[image: External link], former dean of Duke University[image: External link]'s School of Engineering Walter J. Seeley[image: External link] and sociologist Morris Janowitz[image: External link]; 1951 included professor emeritus at MIT[image: External link] and former DARPA[image: External link] director Jack Ruina[image: External link], former chair of the Computer Science Department at University of California, Berkeley[image: External link] Martin H. Graham[image: External link] and Cathleen Synge Morawetz[image: External link], first woman recipient of National Medal of Science[image: External link]; 1957 included Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] winning author Frank McCourt[image: External link], former dean of Northwestern University[image: External link]'s School of Engineering and Applied Science Bruno A. Boley[image: External link] and former president of Technion-Israel Institute of Technology[image: External link] Josef Singer[image: External link]; 1964 included former Chief Engineer of NASA Johnson Space Center[image: External link] Jay Greene[image: External link], Turing Award[image: External link] winner Judea Pearl[image: External link], former Cooper Union[image: External link] Engineering School Dean and the first female dean of an engineering school in the United States[image: External link] Eleanor K. Baum[image: External link], former chair of the Division of Engineering and Applied Science at California Institute of Technology[image: External link] K. Mani Chandy[image: External link], former Vice Provost and Dean of Research at Stanford University[image: External link] Arthur Bienenstock[image: External link], former head of the Nuclear Science and Engineering Department at Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link] Jeffrey P. Freidberg[image: External link], former scientist of the NASA[image: External link] Jet Propulsion Laboratory[image: External link] and the first space tourist to fund his own trip into space Dennis Tito[image: External link], former Commissioner[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL) Paul Tagliabue[image: External link], and film director Martin Scorsese[image: External link]; 1974 included astronaut and Senior Advisor for Engineering Development at NASA Langley Research Center[image: External link] Charles Camarda[image: External link], chairman of the chemical engineering department at Johns Hopkins University[image: External link] Jerome Gavis[image: External link], United States Navy Captain and astronaut Lee Morin[image: External link] and astronaut and NASA Space Flight Medalist[image: External link] Paolo Nespoli[image: External link]; and 1977 included: former Fed[image: External link] Chairman[image: External link] Alan Greenspan[image: External link]; IRS[image: External link] Commissioner[image: External link] Mark Everson[image: External link]; former INSEAD[image: External link] Dean Gabriel Hawawini[image: External link];[226] Pulitzer[image: External link], Oscar[image: External link] and Tony Award[image: External link] winner John Patrick Shanley[image: External link]; NHL[image: External link] Commissioner[image: External link] Gary Bettman[image: External link]; NASDAQ[image: External link] CEO Robert Greifeld[image: External link]; Ma Ying-jeou[image: External link] president of Taiwan[image: External link]; Guillermo Endara[image: External link] president of Panama[image: External link], Clive Davis[image: External link] music industry executive, and Cathy Minehan[image: External link], Federal Reserve Chairman Boston.
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 In popular culture




Main article: New York University in popular culture[image: External link]


NYU has been portrayed in books, movies and television shows, and the campus of NYU has been the backdrop for a number of different books and movies.
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Cannes Film Festival






The Cannes Festival (/'kaen /[image: External link]; French[image: External link]: Festival de Cannes), named until 2002 as the International Film Festival (Festival international du film) and known in English as the Cannes Film Festival, is an annual film festival[image: External link] held in Cannes[image: External link], France, which previews new films of all genres, including documentaries, from all around the world. Founded in 1946, the invitation-only festival is held annually (usually in May) at the Palais des Festivals et des Congrès[image: External link].[1]

On 1 July 2014, co-founder and former head of French pay-TV operator Canal+[image: External link], Pierre Lescure[image: External link], took over as President of the Festival, while Thierry Fremaux[image: External link] became the General Delegate. The Board of Directors also appointed Gilles Jacob[image: External link] as Honorary President of the Festival.[2][3]

The 2017 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link], its 70th anniversary, took place between 17 and 29 May 2017. The jury president was Pedro Almodóvar[image: External link], and The Square[image: External link], directed by Ruben Östlund[image: External link], won the Palme d'Or[image: External link].[4]
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 History
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 The early years




The Cannes Film Festival has its origins in 1932 when Jean Zay[image: External link], the French Minister of National Education[image: External link], on the proposal of historian Philippe Erlanger and with the support of the British and Americans, set up an international cinematographic festival. Its origins may be attributed in part to the French desire to compete with the Venice Film Festival[image: External link], which at the time was shocking the democratic world by its fascist bias.[5] The first festival was planned for 1939, Cannes[image: External link] was selected as the location for it, but the funding and organization were too slow and finally the beginning of World War II[image: External link] put an end to this plan.[6]

On 20 September 1946, twenty-one countries presented their films at the First Cannes International Film Festival[image: External link], which took place at the former Casino of Cannes.[7] In 1947, amid serious problems of efficiency, the festival was held as the "Festival du film de Cannes", where films from sixteen countries were presented. The festival was not held in 1948 and 1950 on account of budgetary problems. In 1949, the Palais des Festivals[image: External link] was expressly constructed for the occasion on the seafront promenade of La Croisette, although its inaugural roof, while still unfinished, blew off during a storm. In 1951, the festival was moved to spring to avoid a direct competition with the Venice Festival which was held in autumn.[6]
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 1950s and 1960s




During the early 1950s the festival attracted a lot of tourism and press attention, with showbiz scandals and high profile personalities love affairs. At the same time, the artistic aspect of the festival started developing. Because of controversies over the selection of films, the Critics' Prize was created for the recognition of original films and daring filmmakers. In 1954 the Special Jury Prize[image: External link] was awarded for the first time. In 1955, the Palme d'Or[image: External link] was created, replacing the Grand Prix du Festival which had been given until that year. In 1957, Dolores del Río[image: External link] was the first female member of the jury for the official selection.[8]

In 1959, the Marché du Film[image: External link] (Film Market) was founded, giving the festival a commercial character and facilitating exchanges between sellers and buyers in the film industry. Today it has become the first international platform for film commerce. Still, in the 1950s some outstanding films, like Night and Fog[image: External link] in 1956 and Hiroshima, My Love[image: External link] in 1959 were excluded from the competition for diplomatic concerns. Jean Cocteau[image: External link], three times president of the jury in those years, is quoted to have said: "The Cannes Festival should be a no man's land in which politics has no place. It should be a simple meeting between friends."[9][10]

In 1962, the International Critics' Week[image: External link] was born, created by the French Union of Film Critics[image: External link] as the first parallel section of the Cannes Film Festival. Its goal was to showcase first and second works by directors from all over the world, not succumbing to commercial tendencies. In 1965, an hommage was paid to Jean Cocteau[image: External link] after his death, and he was named Honorary President for life[citation needed[image: External link]]. That year, Olivia de Havilland[image: External link] was named the first female president of the jury, while the next year Sofia Loren[image: External link] became president.[11]

The 1968 festival was halted on 19 May. Some directors, such as Carlos Saura[image: External link] and Miloš Forman[image: External link], had withdrawn their films from the competition. On 18 May, filmmaker Louis Malle[image: External link] along with a group of directors took over the large room of the Palais and interrupted the projections in solidarity with students and labour on strike throughout France[image: External link],[12] and in protest to the eviction of the then President of the Cinémathèque Française[image: External link]. The filmmakers achieved the reinstatement of the President, and they founded the Film Directors' Society (SRF) that same year.[13] In 1969, the SRF, led by Pierre-Henri Deleau created the Directors' Fortnight[image: External link] (Quinzaine des Réalisateurs), a new non-competitive section that programs a selection of films from around the world, distinguished by the independent judgment displayed in the choice of films.[14]
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 1970s and 1980s




During the 1970s, important changes occurred in the Festival. In 1972, Robert Favre Le Bret was named the new President, and Maurice Bessy the General Delegate. He introduced important changes in the selection of the participating films, welcoming new techniques, and relieving the selection from diplomatic pressures, with films like M.A.S.H.[image: External link], and later Chronicle of the Years of Fire[image: External link] marking this turn. In some cases, these changes helped directors like Tarkovski overcome problems of censorship in their own country.[15] Also, until that time, the different countries chose the films that would represent them in the festival. Yet, in 1972, Bessy created a committee to select French films, and another for foreign films.[16]

In 1978, Gilles Jacob assumed the position of General Delegate, introducing the Caméra d'Or[image: External link] award, for the best first film of any of the main events, and the Un Certain Regard[image: External link] section, for the non-competitive categories. Other changes were the decrease of length of the festival down to thirteen days, thus reducing the number of selected films; also, until that point the Jury was composed by Film Academics, and Jacob started to introduce celebrities and professionals from the film industry.[17]

In 1983, a new, much bigger Palais des Festivals et des Congrès[image: External link] was built to host the festival, while the Directors' Fortnight remained in the old building. The new building was nicknamed "The Bunker", provoking a lot of criticism, especially since it was hardly finished at the event and several technical problems occurred.[18] In 1984, Pierre Viot replaced Robert Favre Le Bret as President of the Festival.[19] In his term, the Festival started including films from more countries, like Philippines, China, Cuba, Australia, India, New Zealand and Argentina. In 1987, for the first time of the Festival, a red carpet was placed at the entrance of the Palais. In 1989, during the first Cinéma & liberté forum, hundred directors from many countries signed a declaration "against all forms of censorship still existing in the world".[20]
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 1990s to the present




It was not until 1998 that Gilles Jacob created the last section of the Official Selection: la Cinéfondation[image: External link], aiming to support the creation of works of cinema in the world and to contribute to the entry of the new scenario writers in the circle of the celebrities.[21] The Cinéfondation was completed in 2000 with La Résidence, where young directors could refine their writing and screenplays, and in 2005 L'Atelier, which helps twenty directors per year with the funding of their films. Gilles Jacob was appointed Honorary President in 2000, and in 2002 the Festival officially adopted the name Festival de Cannes.[22][23]

During the 2000s the Festival started focusing more on the technological advances taking place in the film world, especially the digital techniques. In 2004, the restored historical films of the Festival were presented as Cannes Clasics, which included also documentaries. In 2007 Thierry Frémaux became General Delegate. In 2009 he extended the Festival in Buenos Aires, as La Semana de Cine del Festival de Cannes, and in 2010 he created the Cannes Court Métrage for the Short Film competition. In 2017 along with the 70th anniversary events of the Festival, the issue of changing the rules on theatrical screening came up with divided opinions about it.[24]
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 Programmes




The Cannes Film Festival is organised in various sections:[25]


	
The Official Selection – The main event of the festival.

	In Competition – The twenty films competing for the Palme d'Or[image: External link]. They are projected in the Théâtre Lumière.

	
Un Certain Regard[image: External link] – Twenty films selected from cultures near and far; original and different works. They are projected at the Salle Debussy.

	Out of Competition – These films are also projected in the Théâtre Lumière but do not compete for the main prize.

	Special Screenings – The selection committee chooses for these films an environment specially adapted to their particular identity.

	
Cinéfondation[image: External link] – About fifteen shorts and medium-length motion pictures from film schools over the world are presented at the Salle Buñuel.

	Short Films – The shorts competing for the Short Film Palme d'Or[image: External link] are presented at Buñuel and Debussy theatres. There are approximately 10 films in this competition.





	
Parallel Sections – These are non-competitive programmes dedicated to discovering other aspects of cinema.

	Cannes Classics – It celebrates the heritage of film, aiming to highlight works of the past, presented with brand new or restored prints.

	Tous les Cinémas du Monde – It showcases the vitality and diversity of cinema across the world. Each day, one country is invited to present a range of features and shorts in celebration of its unique culture, identity and recent film works.

	
Caméra d'Or[image: External link] – It rewards the best first film of the Festival, choosing among the debutants' works among the Official Selection, the Directors' Fortnight and the International Critics' Week selections.

	Cinéma de la Plage – Screening of Cannes Classics and Out of Competition films for the mass public on Macé beach, preceded by a programme dedicated to film music.





	
Other Sections – Produced by outside organisations during the Cannes Festival.

	
Directors' Fortnight[image: External link] – From 1969, it cast its lot with the avant-garde, even as it created a breeding ground where the Cannes Festival would regularly find its prestigious auteurs.

	International Critics' Week[image: External link]

	ACID (Association for Independent Cinema and its Distribution)





	
Events

	
Marché du Film[image: External link] – The busiest movie market in the world.

	Masterclasses – Given in public by world-renowned filmmakers.

	Tributes – Honors internationally renowned artists with the presentation of the Festival Trophee following the screening of one of their films.

	Producers Network – An opportunity to make international co-productions.

	Exhibitions – Each year, an artist, a body of work or a cinematographic theme becomes the focus of an exhibition that diversifies or illustrates the event's programme.

	60th Anniversary – Events organised in 2007 dedicated to the 60th anniversary of the Festival.
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 Authorities of the Festival




The President of the Festival, who represents the Festival in front of its financial partners, the public authorities and the media, is elected by the Board of Directors of the Festival, officially named the "French Association of the Film Festival". The Board is composed of authorities of the world of cinema, as well as of public authorities which subsidize the event. The President has a renewable 3-year mandate and appoints the members of his team, including the General Delegate, with the approval of the Board of Directors.[26] Sometimes a President, after his last term, becomes the Honorary President of the Festival.

The General Delegate is responsible for the coordination of the events, and has usually taken the place of the President, when one leaves the post. When Jacob Gilles[image: External link] passed from General Delegate to the position of the President, in 2001, two new positions were created to take over his former post, the General Director to oversee the smooth running of the event, and the Artistic Director, responsible for the selection of films. However, in 2007, the Artistic Director Thierry Fremaux[image: External link], became again the General Delegate of the Festival.
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 Juries




Main article: List of Cannes Film Festival juries (Feature films)[image: External link]


Prior to the beginning of each event, the Festival's board of directors appoints the juries who hold sole responsibility for choosing which films will receive a Cannes award. Jurors are chosen from a wide range of international artists, based on their body of work and respect from their peers.[27] The appointment of the President of the Jury is made following several annual management proposals made in the fall and submitted to the Festival's Board of Directors for validation.[28]


	Feature Films – An international jury composed of a President and various film or art personalities, who determine the prizes for the feature films in Competition.

	Cinéfondation and Short Films – Composed of a President and four film personalities. It awards the Short Film Palme d'Or as well as the three best films of the Cinéfondation.

	Un Certain Regard – Composed of a President, journalists, students in cinema, and industry professionals. It awards the Un Certain Regard Prize for best film and can, moreover, honour two other films.

	Caméra d'Or – Composed of a President, as well as film directors, technicians, and French and international critics. They award the best film in any category.
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The most prestigious award given at Cannes is the Palme d'Or[image: External link] ("Golden Palm") for the best film.


	
Competition

	
Palme d'Or[image: External link] – Golden Palm


	
Grand Prix[image: External link] – Grand Prize of the Festival


	
Prix du Jury[image: External link] – Jury Prize


	
Palme d'Or du court métrage[image: External link] – Best Short Film


	
Prix d'interprétation féminine[image: External link] – Best Actress


	
Prix d'interprétation masculine[image: External link] – Best Actor


	
Prix de la mise en scène[image: External link] – Best Director


	
Prix du scénario[image: External link] – Best Screenplay






	
Other Sections

	
Prix Un Certain Regard[image: External link] – Young talent, innovative and audacious works


	
Cinéfondation[image: External link] prizes – Student films


	
Caméra d'Or[image: External link] – Best first feature film






	
Given by Independent Entities

	
Prix de la FIPRESCI[image: External link] – International Federation of Film Critics Prize


	
Directors' Fortnight[image: External link] Prizes

	
Prix Vulcain[image: External link] – Awarded to a technical artist by the CST

	
International Critics' Week[image: External link] Prizes

	Prize of the Ecumenical Jury[image: External link]

	François Chalais Prize[image: External link]

	
L'Œil d'or[image: External link] – Best documentary film


	Trophée Chopard[image: External link]

	
Palm Dog[image: External link], for best canine performance.[29]


	
Queer Palm[image: External link], for LGBT[image: External link]-related films.[30]









[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
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The festival has become an important showcase for European films[image: External link]. Jill Forbes and Sarah Street argue in European Cinema: An Introduction ( ISBN[image: External link] 0333752104[image: External link]), that Cannes "became...extremely important for critical and commercial interests and for European attempts to sell films on the basis of their artistic quality" (page 20).[31] Forbes and Street also point out that, along with other festivals such as the Venice Film Festival[image: External link] and Berlin International Film Festival[image: External link], Cannes offers an opportunity to determine a particular country's image of its cinema and generally foster the notion that European cinema is "art" cinema.[31]

Additionally, given massive media exposure, the non-public festival is attended by many movie stars and is a popular venue for film producers to launch their new films and attempt to sell their works to the distributors who come from all over the globe.
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 See also





	Cannes Lions International Advertising Festival[image: External link]

	Directors' Fortnight[image: External link]

	International Critics' Week[image: External link]

	List of Cannes Film Festival jury presidents[image: External link]

	List of Cannes Film Festival juries (Feature films)[image: External link]

	Marché du Film[image: External link]

	List of Palme d'Or winners[image: External link]
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