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INTRODUCTION


Hi! Hello! Welcome to Creative Crochet Projects!


Come on in, pick up your hook, and stay a while. I am so glad you are here.


I have always been a “maker” in some form or another for as long as I can remember. While most children were asking to go to the toy store, my grandma and grandpa were always met with pleas for trips to the craft store. Creating was my ideal playtime.


Growing up, my mom was always making things, from home décor to my costumes for Halloween. DIY’ers have surrounded me my whole life. Thank goodness because it led me here to this book and to you! Crochet is my absolute passion. It offers unlimited possibilities for creating, from afghans that keep your loved ones toasty warm to extreme structural costumes and pieces. As a mother of four boys, my children are my driving force in creating. There is not much better than having your kids come and ask, “Momma, can you make me…?” and you are able to oblige. Handmade is a treasure to me!


Within this book you will find creative projects for every level of crocheter: from absolute beginner, to more advanced projects, and plenty in between. Have fun filling your child’s play kitchen with plush toys like the Sliceable Watermelon, Roll-Away Kitchen Playmat, or the customizable Foldable Hamburger. Or make some colorful accessories that are just as fun to make as they are to wear such as the fun Finger Crochet Scarves, the Squiggles McGee Hat, or a personal favorite, the Asymmetric Owl Wrap. I hope all the patterns within this book inspire you to “play” with your crochet.


I welcome you to follow me on social media @Crochetverse to share your projects from the book.


Much Love and Yarn,


Stephanie Pokorny
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GET READY TO START


Understanding a Crochet Pattern


If you’re new to crochet, this chapter will walk you through some of the basic materials, tools, terminology, and techniques that will help you understand a crochet pattern and get you crocheting in no time. I’ve also included a quick lesson on how to measure for accurate pattern gauge that will help take your projects to the next level!


Yarn Weight and Fiber Content


The first part of starting any crochet pattern is deciding what yarn to use and how much of it is needed. Luckily, it’s pretty easy to figure out as most patterns will list off the suggested weight, brand, color, and amount of yarn needed to complete the project as shown. For best results, you will want to choose the same yarn or something you know to be quite similar to the suggested yarn. If you are unfamiliar with the yarn, the people at your local craft stores and independent yarn shops are a great source for knowledge on this subject! Yarn weights can feel daunting to understand, but the system is not overly difficult once you become familiar with it. Yarn is given three denotations that help you understand its weight: a word description, a numerical weight, and a “ply” count. The word description and numerical weight are typically how the United States describes yarn. Ply count is most often used outside the U.S. This is not a steadfast rule, but a basic generalization of what you will encounter. Using the chart on here, we can summarize, for example, that medium weight, or worsted weight yarn is the same as #4 yarn and 10–12 ply yarn.


At times, a pattern will instruct you to work “holding the yarn double stranded.” This simply means that you will lay two strands of yarn next to each other (from different skeins or balls) and work the pattern as directed, holding the two strands as one. This is often done to achieve a stiffer finished project where structure is important to the final piece.


Keep in mind that different fiber compositions behave differently in finished items. Therefore, you will want to choose a yarn with the same or similar composition as the recommended yarn. Yarn has many compositions. Acrylic yarns are a great place to start, as they are soft, affordable, and last quite long through machine washings. Cotton yarns can be stiffer but produce items that are breathable and good for warmer weather. Natural fibers such as wool, alpaca, and angora can be pricey but create heirloom quality garments that feel luxurious. Note that even though two yarns may be marked as medium/worsted/#4 on the label, true weight can vary greatly amongst different manufacturers. This is why checking gauge every time is of utmost importance. This will be discussed later in this section.



Crochet Hooks


The pattern instructions will also state the hook size the pattern designer used when making the project. Each crochet hook is marked with a size in millimeters (mm) and, depending on the size, a coordinating letter size. Sometimes, a pattern uses multiple hook sizes. Select the stated hook size to begin but keep in mind that hook sizes are a recommendation or “starting point.”
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Gauge


Gauge is a measurement system that counts the number of stitches and rows in a specific-sized swatch of crocheted material. It allows you to compare your tension to the tension of the person who designed the pattern. This is important because we all crochet with varying degrees of tension. You may find that by using the recommended hook size in a pattern your stitches are too loose or too tight when compared to the written gauge. This will require you to adjust your hook size, so your resulting swatch is the same as the pattern suggests. Many things affect gauge including hook choice, yarn choice, and personal technique. To ensure that your finished project results are the same as the project pictured, you must be sure your tension is the same as the pattern states. It is particularly important for anything that will be worn as a garment or accessory, as the fit will be affected if your gauge is off. Gauge may seem slightly less important on items where size doesn’t need to be precise, such as afghans or home decor. However, you’ll want to stick close to the suggested gauge still, as working looser puts you at risk of running out of supplies.


Let‘s discuss two examples of how gauge may be listed in a pattern.


Basic Swatch


To make a basic crochet gauge swatch, use the recommended hook size and yarn weight to crochet a square of fabric in the suggested stitch. The pattern will outline the width and height of an ideal swatch, measured across the indicated number of stitches and rows. For example: 14 sts by 9 rows in half double crochet = 4" × 4" using worsted weight yarn and Size US H (5 mm) crochet hook. How do we check this? Begin by chaining slightly larger than the recommended 4" using the hook and the yarn you plan to use for the project. You can always measure within the swatch if your created piece ends up larger than the suggested size. Work across the beginning chain in the stitch stated, in this case half double crochet. Work the number of rows stated in the swatch. Lay your resulting piece on a flat surface, making sure it is smooth but not stretched. In the image, we see that in the 4" width there are 14 stitches and in the 4" height there are 9 rows. This means gauge has been matched and we can proceed onto the actual project. What if your count is not the same? If you have more stitches and rows than stated, your tension/gauge is looser than the pattern. Drop a hook size and try the swatch again. If you have fewer stitches and rows than stated, your tension/gauge is tighter than the pattern. Go up a hook size and try the swatch again.


Gauge as Part of Pattern


Gauge can also be tested as part of the pattern. This is what you will most often find in this book and my preferred way to check gauge to be most accurate. As an example, a gauge check will state: Rnds 1-3 of pattern equals 3" in diameter. To test this, use the recommended hook size and yarn you plan to use for the project and work the specified number of rounds. Once completed, you will then measure. Note that in the image to the right, gauge has been met, as three rounds of crochet measures 3" in diameter. As with the basic swatch method, larger dimensions mean your tension is looser and you‘ll need to drop a hook size. Opposingly, smaller dimensions mean your tension is tighter and you‘ll need to go up a hook size.
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With the basic method for measuring gauge, create a swatch as indicated in the pattern. In this example the pattern called for 9 rows and 14 stitches to equal 4"x4" to match gauge.
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When checking gauge as part of the pattern, begin working as directed, then stop and measure when indicated. In this example, the pattern called for the project to measure 3" in diameter after completing 3 rounds.






Basic Crochet Tool Kit


Each pattern in this book lists a basic tool kit as a necessary item in the notions section. This includes four general tools that you need to have on hand.


• A tapestry needle is a larger, blunt-tipped needle with an oversized eye or top opening that you can use to weave yarn ends in to secure them. There are many different kinds available; from plastic to metal, to ones bent at the tip. When weaving in your ends, you will want to sew the yarn up, then down, working through the body of nearby stitches. Then weave across 2-3 stitches horizontally along the rows. Weaving in multiple directions and within the plies of yarn in the stitches will ensure the ends will stay tight and not unravel as the item is used.


• A sharp pair of scissors is needed to trim up ends and cut yarns for color changes or when finishing a piece.


• A ruler or measuring tape allows you to check gauge or measurements in the pattern for fit. A rigid ruler is best for measuring gauge or crocheted pieces; while a soft measuring tape is preferred for measuring parts of the body to select sizing when needed.


• Stitch markers are used to mark a stitch in the pattern for placement or keeping track of counts in rounds or rows completed. There are a very wide range of styles available from split ring to locking. Some crocheters simply use scrap pieces of yarn within the stitch to mark and then pull the scrap out later once completed. Even basic bobby pins make nice stitch markers! Feel free to get creative!
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Crochet Hook Sizes
US Hook Symbol Millimeter Size
B/1 2-225mm
c/2 275mm
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E/4 35mm
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7 45mm
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L/ 8mm
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Q 15mm
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