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INTRODUCTION


Some towns just … happen. One day you wouldn’t dream of the place as a suitable location, the next day it is perfect. It just happens! Youghal happened. The majestic River Blackwater broke its banks during a big storm in the early ninth century and found a new, more direct way to the sea. It used to meander slowly to what is today called Whiting Bay. The name in Irish (‘Béal Abha’ or ‘mouth of the river’) tells the story. Whiting Bay is between Youghal and Ardmore. Today, the old riverbed has dried up but is still visible.


Suddenly on the western side of the river there was a fine area for Vikings to drag up their boats, to build a settlement, to protect it with walls and to build a church. There were fine vantage points where lookouts could be posted and a small community began to develop along the old ‘Bealcah Eo Choill’ – the old Yew Wood Way. Youghal came into existence. It just happened.


The history of the town, as a town, can be attributed to a handful of people, in two main categories – those before and those after Walter Raleigh, whose image stands in the middle of the town, straddling the old world and the new. This is the opinion of Professor Tadhg O’Keeffe of UCD. The first period is dominated by the Fitzgerald dynasty, who took over an enormous segment of land for themselves (some 500,000 acres). They became totally dominant and increasingly independent of the English monarchy, which began to try to rein them in. Finally, a rebellion by the Fitzgeralds was ruthlessly and efficiently stamped out. Their land was given to English adventurers, soldiers and landlords, who were for the most part Protestant. From then on religion would also play a part in the history of Ireland.


Approximately 40,000 acres were given to Walter Raleigh for his part in stamping out the rebellion. He stayed for a while but found it impossible to make money from the land. He had difficulties attracting English settlers, difficulties getting a licence to export timber and difficulties paying tax. The country had been devastated and depopulated by the Fitzgerald rebellion. He sold his land to Richard Boyle. This begins the second half of the town’s history, when a loyal and predominantly Protestant group try to maintain a vice-like grip on the town, despite an ever-increasing population of Catholics who are necessary traders and workers in the town and who begin to demand basic civil rights.


Boyle’s descendants retained control over the Raleigh estate and the town of Youghal, almost until the Free State of Ireland was formed, in the early twentieth century At one stage there was no male Boyle inheritor, so the land went to the Cavendish family (Dukes of Devonshire) who still hold fishing rights, hunting rights and a substantial amount of land in the area.


Major trouble blew up in 1641, which is referred to in the Annals of Youghal as the ‘Great Rebellion’. Richard Boyle and his sons played a major role in suppressing it, as did Admiral Penn and Oliver Cromwell, who eventually systematically and ruthlessly crushed all resistance to the armed forces of the English Parliament.


Catholic hopes resurfaced in 1660, when the Stuart monarchy was restored. Catholics hoped for some restoration of their own rights and lands. For a short while there was a Catholic mayor and council in Youghal, but the defeat of King James at the Battle of the Boyne put an end to Catholic aspirations, although some hope lingered during the eighteenth century in the poetry of the people – as the poems of Piaras Mac Gearailt (1709–92) show, especially in his ‘Rosc Catha na Mumhan’ (the Battle Cry of Munster) a longing for the arrival of Bonny Prince Charlie and a better deal for his Catholic subjects.


In 1798 there was another rebellion, mainly in Wexford, but there was some trouble in Youghal.


In the nineteenth century Youghal saw the struggle for Catholic Emancipation. Daniel O’Connell’s son John became a Member of Parliament for Youghal. Events in Youghal included a campaign to repeal the Act of Union, the Great Famine, the Land War, the arrival of the railway, and a major economic bubble, which had a spectacular burst! And then in the twentieth century there was another boom, this time with the textile industry followed by another burst and another …


Youghal struggled on, always boom followed by burst. This is the story of Youghal.
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MAJOR EVENTS














	1500 BC –


	The Castlerichard Urn discovered near Youghal in 1968, probably made from local clay around this date.







	575 AD –


	St Coran the wise founded a baptistery at a place called ‘Shanavine’ (Old Sanctuary). He is remembered in place names like Kilcoran Road. His feast day is celebrated on 9 February. There were early-Christian settlements in the area from this time.







	812 AD –


	The Danes arrived and sailed up the River Blackwater as far as Lismore. Both Danes and Norwegians invaded Ireland from the ninth century.







	830 AD –


	Following a storm the River Blackwater broke its banks, creating a new entry into the sea. The previous entry point for the river is now called Whiting Bay, but the name in Irish (Beal an Abha or mouth of the river) reveals its true history.







	853 AD –


	Sigtrygg the Viking built a fort at the new mouth of the river. It quickly grew and developed into a bustling port. By the thirteenth century many settlers would come to Youghal, especially from Bristol.







	1155 –


	Pope Adrian IV with his letter Laudabiliter allowed King Henry II of England to take over Ireland. From this time English monarchs claimed Ireland as part of their kingdom.







	1177 –


	King Henry granted land in Munster to Robert Fitzstephen who, in turn, gave the land in south Munster (called ‘Desmond’ from the Irish ‘Deas Mumha’ or south Munster) to his half brother Maurice Fitzgerald, ancestor of the Earls of Desmond. The Fitzgerald family would dominate south Munster for almost 400 years.







	1220 –


	Services began in the Chapel of St Mary in Youghal and have continued to the present day. From that day to the present there has been an unbroken line of priests, ministers and rectors.







	1224 –


	The Franciscans established an abbey at Youghal, followed soon after by the Dominicans (1268) and the Benedictines (1350). The Augustinians arrived about forty years before the Franciscans and were based at Molana Abbey.







	1302 –


	Stephen O’Regan was assaulted by John Don leading to a court case.







	1317 –


	Roger Mortimer, Lord of Meath and Chief Justice of Ireland landed at Youghal with a large army and thirty-eight knights, forcing Edward Bruce to retreat.







	1348 –


	The Black Death visited Youghal, wiping out half the population. Like many port towns, Youghal suffered attacks from the plague intermittently, the last outbreak being in 1651.







	1404 –


	Youghal was under constant attack by rebels.







	1462 –


	Youghal became one of the ‘cinque ports’ of Ireland. The increased trade led to a big increase in the number of pirates operating around the coast.







	1464 –


	A college was established by Thomas Fitzgerald, Eighth Earl of Desmond. The college was to train priests for the church. St Mary’s became a collegiate church, one of the first university colleges in Ireland.







	1577 –


	A Jesuit school was established in Youghal. Dominic Collins, a Jesuit monk, attended there.







	1579 –


	The Earl of Desmond captured Youghal and ransacked the town for four days.







	1583 –


	The rebellion of the Earl of Desmond failed and the process of dividing up his land began.







	1584 –


	Youghal Council applied for the county of Cork to be divided into two, with one half being County Cork and the other County Youghal.







	1602 –


	On 15 June Dominic Collins was brought to his hometown to be executed. Collins was beatified by Pope John-Paul II in September 1992.







	1602 –


	Walter Raleigh sold 42,000 acres of land to Richard Boyle for £1,500 The sale included the towns of Youghal, Cappoquin and Lismore.







	1604 –


	The Olde Countess of Desmond died and was buried at South Abbey, with her Fitzgerald ancestors.







	1612 –


	Robert Tynte married Elizabeth Spencer (née Boyle). She was the widow of Edmund Spencer. Tynte’s castle still remains in the centre of town.







	1620 –


	Richard Boyle was created first Earl of Cork. He also acquired other titles, Baron of Youghal, Viscount of Dungarvan and Lord High Treasurer of Ireland. Five of his sons became earls.







	1623 –


	A pirate called John Nutt captured a man fishing in a little boat off Youghal, while another pirate called Fleming was hanged from the Clock Gate.







	1628 –


	Boyle sold four million pipe staves, exporting some 1,800 tons of them. A cargo vessel of the time, called a ‘lighter’, could carry fourteen tons of pipe staves, that meant about 1,300 individual journeys by sea to ship out that amount of pipe staves.







	1631 –


	Baltimore was sacked by pirates.







	164–1 –


	Catholics outnumbered other citizens of Youghal by about three to one.







	1642 –


	Four of Richard Boyle’s sons fought in the Battle of Liscannor. One of them, Kynalmeaky, was killed.







	1643 –


	Richard Boyle died in Youghal in his house, The College.







	1644 –


	Roger Boyle ordered that all Catholics be driven out of Youghal.







	1645 –


	Admiral Penn and three ships were sent to Youghal to break a blockade of the harbour by the forces of Lord Castlehaven.







	1649 –


	In December, Oliver Cromwell arrived in Youghal and left Ireland the following May, from Youghal on board his ship the President, bound for Bristol.







	1661 –


	The trial, in Youghal, of Florence Newton for witchcraft







	1689 –


	Colonel Congreve was commander of the garrison.







	1690 –


	The arrival of a number of French Huguenots to Youghal, fleeing persecution in France.







	1753 –


	The Boyle family had no male heirs and the estate passed to the Cavendish family.







	1759 –


	Piaras Mac Gearailt (Fitzgerald), famous poet, with a very heavy heart ‘went up the hill’, in other words he became a Protestant.







	1757 –


	Birth of miniature-portrait artist Samson Towgood Roch in Youghal.







	1762 –


	A series of outrages began in counties Cork, Waterford and Tipperary by a group of men who put white shirts over their clothes, ostensibly, as some form of disguise, hence their name Whiteboys.







	1765 –


	John Wesley visited Youghal and preached in St Mary’s Collegiate Church.







	1777 –


	The present Clock Gate was built.







	1780 –


	Lord Edward Fitzgerald, a lieutenant in the 96th Regiment of Foot was stationed in Youghal.







	1787 –


	Prince William Henry, later to be King William IV, visited Youghal as commander of his ship the Pegasus.







	1795 –


	Arthur Wellesley, later Duke of Wellington, spent the winter in Youghal. He was then a colonel in the Thirty-Third Infantry, waiting for a suitable moment to sail to Guadaloupe.







	1796 –


	A ‘Fata Morgana’ (a superior sort of mirage in the sky) was seen in Youghal and further instances were reported in the Annals in two other years.







	1796 –


	A relaxation of the Penal Laws enabled the building of St Mary’s parish church, the first Catholic church to be built in the dioceses since the Reformation.







	1798 –


	There was a major rebellion in Ireland with help from France.







	1815 –


	Youghal began to decline after the ending of the Napoleonic wars.







	1825 –


	Youghal Library was built.







	1832 –


	Police force introduced to Youghal, initially a constable and five men.







	1835 –


	John O’Connell, son of Daniel O’Connell was elected MP for Youghal.







	1846 –


	The Great Famine. There were riots in Youghal as starving people demanded food.







	1849 –


	Cholera hit Youghal and there were forty deaths.







	1852 –


	Isaac Butt was elected Member of Parliament for Youghal, winning by two votes.







	1865 –


	Isaac Butt was defeated by J.N. McKenna.







	1860 –


	The railway line from Cork to Youghal was opened.







	1867 –


	Year of the Fenian Rising, Knockadoon Coastguard station was captured by the Fenians and Michael O’Brien from Ladysbridge was hanged in Manchester, being one of the ‘Manchester Martyrs’.







	1881 –


	James Connolly served with the King’s Liverpool Regiment, stationed in Youghal.







	1882 –


	Talbot Ponsonby offered to sell his estate to a London consortium.







	1883 –


	The new iron bridge over the river was built.







	1883 –


	Stones were thrown at soldiers and reinforcements escorted them back to barracks.







	1888 –


	An attempt to hold a monster protest meeting in Youghal was stopped by the police and army.







	1890 –


	The army and police evicted twelve more families on the Ponsonby estate. All had joined the Plan of Campaign.







	1921 –


	During the Irish War of Independence an IRA landmine on the outskirts of Youghal killed seven and injured several soldiers of the Royal Hampshire Regiment.







	1922 –


	Civil War in Ireland, the Helga landed her troops and took over Youghal.







	1947 –


	Seafield Fabrics opened in Youghal by Minister Sean Lemass.







	1950 –


	William Trevor (author) lived in Youghal and attended the local Loreto Primary School.







	1953 –


	An Tostal Festival began in Youghal.







	2006 –


	A new Community School opened in Youghal, combining all three second-level schools in one new building. A whole new era was starting.







	2014 –


	Youghal Town Council and the office of mayor were abolished, bringing 800 years of local government to an end.
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