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Physical Characteristics of the Canaan Dog


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Ears: Erect, medium to large, set moderately low, broad at the base, tapering to a very slightly rounded tip.


Muzzle: Tapering to complete the wedge shape of the head. Length equal to or slightly longer than the length of the skull from the occiput to stop.


Head: Elongated, the length exceeding the breadth and depth considerably. Wedge-shaped, when viewed from above. Slightly arched when viewed from the side, tapering to stop.
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Nose: Darkly pigmented or varying shades of liver, harmonizing with coat color.


Neck: Well arched. Balance to body and head and free from throatiness.


Forequarters: Shoulders moderately angulated. Legs straight. Pasterns flexible with very slight slope when viewed from the side.


Color: There are two color patterns. Pattern 1) Predominately white with mask and with or without additional patches of color (large body patches are desirable). Pattern 2) Solid colored with or without white trim.


Body: Strong, displaying athletic agility and trimness.


Tail: Set moderately high. May be carried curled over the back when excited; limited to one full curl. When extended, the bone must reach to the hocks.


Coat: Double coat. Outer coat—straight, harsh, flat-lying, with slight ruff. Undercoat—straight, soft, short, flat-lying, density varying with climate.


Hindquarters: Moderately angulated. In balance with forequarters. Straight when viewed from the rear. Thigh musculature well developed, moderately broad. Hocks well let down. Dewclaws must be removed. Feet and nails as in forequarters.


Feet: Catlike, pads hard, pigmentation harmonizing with nose and eye rims.


Size: Height at the withers is 20 to 24 inches for dogs and 19 to 23 inches for bitches.
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The Canaan Dog is an ancient member of the spitz family of dogs. Feral in nature but domesticated by dedicated fanciers, the Canaan Dog was originally used by the Israelites as herders and guard dogs; these are tasks that the breed still performs today.





[image: image]


ORIGIN OF THE BREED


The Canaan Dog has an ancient and unique origin. The breed has been known since pre-biblical times, when they existed in the “Land of Canaan.” In 2200–2000 BC, drawings and carvings of a dog that greatly resembles today’s Canaan Dog appeared on the tombs of Beni-Hassan. The Canaan Dog was originally bred to guard and herd the camps and flocks of the Israelites. In the beginning, the breed was plentiful in the region until the scattering of Israelites by the Romans over 2,000 years ago. Once the Hebrew population decreased, a great deal of dogs sought new homes in the Negev Desert.


The Canaan Dog belongs to one of the oldest families of dog, the spitz family. Although many dogs throughout the Middle East are similar in appearance and temperament, the distinct Canaan Dog is found primarily in Israel. Dogs of similar type were also abundant in Egypt, Syria and the Sinai Desert. There are even some theories that purport that the Canaan Dog originated with the Indian Wolf. However, there is no accurate proof that this theory is true.




GENUS CANIS


Dogs and wolves are members of the genus Canis. Wolves are known scientifically as Canis lupus while dogs are known as Canis domesticus. Dogs and wolves are known to interbreed. The term “canine” derives from the Latin-derived word Canis. The term “dog” has no scientific basis but has been used for thousands of years. The origin of the word “dog” has never been authoritatively ascertained.
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The breed is basically a feral dog (semi-wild evolved through Natural Selection) that has been ushered into domestication. The term “feral” essentially means a once-domesticated animal that slips back into the wild. The Australian Dingo is a good example of a feral animal, as well as the Carolina Dog of the American South and the New Guinea Singing Dog. The strongest, most durable and most intelligent specimens of Canaan Dog have stood the test of time. They have managed to battle and survive the harsh and demanding conditions of the Israeli environment, while the influx of civilization has managed to kill off many wild-dog varieties. The Canaan Dog is the official national breed of Israel.


Dr. Rudolphina Menzel, a noted expert in canine studies from Vienna, immigrated to Palestine in 1934. Dr. Menzel was recruited by the “future State of Israel” to develop a service-dog organization for guarding Hebrew settlements and fighting the War of Independence. It wasn’t long before Dr. Menzel recognized and turned to the fine qualities of the feral Canaan Dog. Dr. Menzel first earned the respect and trust of the feral Canaani by feeding them near her home, not a new trick in domesticating a dog! She was successful in bringing some puppies into her kennel, where she nurtured and raised them. Surprisingly, Dr. Menzel found the dogs to be very adaptable to domestication. These litters eventually would go on to establish the Canaan Dog breed. Dr. Menzel was the person responsible for naming these feral pariah dogs the “Canaan Dog.”


Dr. Menzel is considered by many to be the founder of the breed, the person who deserves credit for the redomestication of the breed. Under her leadership and training, the breed was used as defense forces during and after World War II. In 1948, Dr. Menzel became involved with a guide-dogs-for-the-blind program. In 1949, she founded the Institute for Orientation and Mobility of the Blind, which was the only organization of its kind in the Middle East. By 1948, there were approximately 150 Canaan Dogs registered in its stud book. In 1953, the Israel Kennel Club accepted the breed standard for the Canaan Dog that originally was prepared by Dr. Menzel. Dr. Menzel also was responsible for the first exports to the United States and Europe. She incorporated feral stock into her breeding program from time to time, to keep “original” breed characteristics.


Although the Canaan Dog still exists in fairly large numbers in the wild, their population in the wild is dwindling somewhat because of growing civilization. However, the breed’s popularity in the home has grown tremendously in recent years. It has established recognition in countries such as England, Germany, Holland, Switzerland, Finland, France, Austria, Italy, Denmark, South Africa and, of course, the United States. Today, the Canaan Dog can still be found guarding the Bedouin camps and flocks. They are also kept by Arab villagers and farmers to protect livestock.




DOGS OF WAR


During World War II, Dr. Rudolphina Menzel recruited and trained almost 500 of the best Canaan Dogs for the Middle East armed forces. The dogs were used for tracking, patrolling, sending messages and guarding.





Israel is responsible for the origin and development of many foundation dogs worldwide. Dr. Menzel’s Isr. Ch. Laish me B’nei HaBitachon, “Simi,” is one such dog. The very first Israeli champion was Shaar Hagai Kennel’s Isr. Ch. Lapid me Shaar Hagai. Sirpad me Shaar Hagai is the breed’s top winner and most influential sire. Many believe he was the most perfect example of the breed.


THE CANAAN DOG IN AMERICA


The first Canaan Dogs were exported to the U.S. on September 7, 1965. Mrs. Ursula Berkowitz of Oxnard, California imported the first four Canaan Dogs to establish the breed in the States. These four original dogs were from Dr. Menzel; two of the dogs were from her own breeding and the other two were feral specimens. These four dogs would later go on to be the foundation of the breed in the United States and Canada. Mex. Ch. Toro me Isfija was one of the first dogs sent to America. As many has 75% of registered American dogs today can be traced to Aleph of Star Pine, CCA5.


Mrs. Berkowitz accepted the responsibility of establishing the breed in America. Her first litter was whelped in November 1965 by the sire Birion me Bnei HaBitachon and out of the dam HaBitachon Waf me Massada.


It wasn’t long before the Canaan Club of America (CCA, now recognized as the Canaan Dog Club of America) was formed, and stud book records were kept from these first imports. Over the years, several more dogs were imported into the States by Dr. Menzel and the Shaar Hagai Kennels. The Shaar Hagai Kennels, located near Jerusalem, were major breeders of Canaan Dogs, using both feral specimens and Dr. Menzel’s dogs.


In addition to establishing the breed in the US, Mrs. Berkowitz was instrumental in the development of the Canaan Club of America in 1969. The first president of the club was David Hill. The first American breed standard was adopted in May 1973 and the first official American show took place at Spatterdash Kennels in Emmaus, Pennsylvania on May 28, 1972. There were a total of 14 Canaan Dogs entered at this inaugural event.
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Color patterns in the breed can be with patches of color, as displayed by the male, or a solid color, as seen on the bitch.




TYPE VARIATION IN THE WILD


There are mainly two distinctive types of Canaan Dog in the wild. One variety is referred to as a “collie type” and has an appearance similar to the Border Collie. The other specimen is the “dingo type” and is more primitive and less developed.





It wasn’t until June 1, 1989 that the American Kennel Club recognized the Canaan Dog as eligible for the Miscellaneous Class in conformation events. On September 9, 1996, the Board of Directors of the American Kennel Club voted to accept the breed into the AKC registry. Some eight years later, in August 1997, the breed was admitted to the Herding Group and eligible for championships.


In recent decades, there have been many foundation Canaan Dog kennels and dogs in America that have had a major influence on the breed’s development. One example was Jay and Bertha Shaeffer’s Spatterdash Kennels. The Shaeffers were fundamental in the development of the breed in the United States. Two of their top dogs that earned great recognition were Spatterdash Yawvin and Mex. Ch. Hora me Shaar Hagai.
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How close in origin the Canaan Dog is to the wolf is not known, but the breed’s general appearance and expression certainly resemble those of their lupine ancestors.


The long list of instrumental American breeders, kennels and dogs is quite substantial; following is just a partial list: William and Lorraine Stephens (Geva Canaan Dogs); Bryna Comsky (Ha’Aretz Canaan Dogs); Donna Dodson (Pleasant Hill); Hinda Bergman (Beth Din Canaani) and Ellen Klein (Briel Kennels).


Bryna Comsky was the first Canaan owner to earn a Tracking Dog title. Donna Dodson had multiple specialty winners, and Hinda Bergman was responsible for Int. Mex. World CCA and Ch. Beth Din Witch’s Brew. These dogs established themselves as top winners in the ring and great examples of the breed.


Some other top-winning dogs included CCA Ch. Lahatut me Shaar Hagai, UD (first Utility Dog, a top title in American obedience trials), and Padre’s Shekvar von Karstadt, who was one of the first to earn a Best in Show.


THE CANAAN DOG IN THE UNITED KINGDOM


Because of the strong efforts of Mrs. Connie Higgins, the Canaan Dog was recognized in England on December 31, 1970. Mrs. Higgins’ involvement with the breed began when she adopted a bitch (‘Shebaba’) that was wild-born in Syria and brought to England by another owner. Like many other Canaan enthusiasts, Mrs. Higgins had correspondence with Dr. Rudolphina Menzel. She asked Dr. Menzel to rate the dog and inquired whether she felt that her bitch should be bred. Dr. Menzel approved of the bitch and shipped a black and white male named Tiron to accomplish the breeding. The Kennel Club accepted Tiron and Shebaba. Shebaba would become the last dog of unknown heritage to be registered by The Kennel Club. This was the beginning of the Canaan Dog in England and, in 1970, The Kennel Club officially recognized the breed.


The objective of the breed’s parent club was to promote the interests of the Canaan Dog in Great Britain and safeguard the characteristics of this unique breed. There was a group of seven individuals on the club’s steering committee. The committee included Mary MacPhail, Ron Graham, Steve Payne, Jan Smith, Helen Lightfoot, Gina Pointing (secretary) and Phil Smith (treasurer). The first meeting of this steering committee, which formed the Canaan Dog Club (CDC), took place at the Pine Lodge Hotel near Bromsgrove.




BRAIN AND BRAWN


Since dogs have been bred for centuries, their physical and mental characteristics are constantly being changed to suit man’s desires for hunting, retrieving, scenting, guarding and warming their masters’ laps. During the past 150 years, dogs have been judged according to physical characteristics as well as functional abilities. Few breeds can boast a genuine balance between physique, working ability and temperament.








MINE DETECTOR


One of the first breeds trained to detect mines effectively was the Canaan Dog. The dogs proved to be far superior to the common mechanical detectors that had been previously used.





At first, breed interest was very limited. It wasn’t until 1981 that the next wave of interest in the breed rose. Ruth Tribe Corner reintroduced the breed to England after returning from Israel. In the late 1970s, she joined Myrna Shiboleth and Dvora Ben Shaul in Israel. She worked at and helped run the kennels for four years. Mrs. Corner was fascinated with the Canaan breed and thoroughly enjoyed training and caring for the dogs. Mrs. Corner left Israel at the end of 1981 and returned to the United Kingdom. At that time, there were no known Canaani in Britain.


In 1986, Mrs. Corner imported two pregnant Canaan bitches from Israel. Once the puppies were born and weaned, the bitches returned to Israel. The litters would go on to produce several top specimens. Mrs. Corner was able to show the dogs quite successfully in England, Wales and Scotland for two years at most major Championship Shows, including the prestigious Crufts. David and Marjorie Cording, Mary MacPhail and Gina Pointing also purchased dogs from these original litters and were extremely helpful in showing and promoting the breed in England during the late 1980s. The Cordings and Mary McPhail would later co-own Kensix Khaneshee, who would go on to become a top-winning dog in the country. The increase in the breed’s popularity helped the formation of the Canaan Club of England in May 1992.
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Recognized in the UK in 1970, the Canaan Dog has had its ups and downs there, but now is a growing breed. Pictured here is a Canaan Dog competing in a UK conformation show.


Unfortunately in 1994, Mrs. Corner encountered difficulties that led to her losing her home and business, and she had to give up her dogs. However, her tremendous influence in the breed’s development cannot be denied. Her articles and breed notes helped greatly with the promotion of the breed in the UK.


Today, the Canaan Dog continues to grow strong in the United Kingdom. In recent years, thanks to the efforts of Richard Minto and Ellen Klein, the Canaan Dogs of Anacan emerged. Mr. Minto and Ms. Klein teamed up as chairman and club secretary of the CDC, and their efforts have assisted the growth of the breed. In recent years, thanks to the dedication and enthusiastic interest of many new faces, the Canaan is finally gaining the respect and credibility it rightfully deserves. All indications point to the Canaan Dog’s continuing to grow in strength in the United Kingdom.


[image: image]


The Canaan Dog attracts fanciers who are fascinated by the breed’s unique background, complex personality and natural beauty.
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The Canaan Dog is an unspoiled breed, not modified in any way for exhibition purposes. Breeders who concentrate their efforts on preserving the breed’s true characteristics wouldn’t have it any other way!
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IS THE CANAAN DOG RIGHT FOR YOU?


Before you decide to purchase or bring home any type of dog, you must be sure that you’ve chosen one that will be compatible with your home environment. We each have our own distinct lifestyles, and therefore the requirements of certain breeds do not always fit our own needs and expectations. To make sure that the breed you choose is what you think it is, it’s smart to do your homework. Visit the local library or bookstore, or search in internet, and read all of the information available on your breed of choice, the Canaan Dog. Go to an all-breed dog show or a Canaan Dog specialty show. Contact reliable Canaan Dog owners and breeders. Make arrangements to visit reputable Canaan kennels and meet the dogs.


Spend as much time as you can around the breed. Carefully observe the breed’s behavior and characteristics. Once you’ve finished your in-depth research, you must still ask yourself whether the requirements of the Canaan Dog match your lifestyle. If they don’t, you must be honest with yourself and choose a dog that more closely matches your expectations.


The Canaan Dog is a valued companion dog and working dog. The breed possesses extremely keen senses of hearing and smell and can detect approaching intruders from a considerable distance. Canaan Dogs are extremely loyal to their families, but can be aloof when confronted with strange people and other unfamiliar things. Canaan Dogs, by nature, are a bit standoffish. They sometimes don’t socialize well with other dogs and may even have some difficulty adjusting to other pets in the home. These distinct characteristics may not make them “ideal” pets, and careful consideration must be given before introducing a Canaan Dog to a home environment that already has dogs or other animals present.




“THOSE CANAAN DAYS”


Today, the Canaan Dog is still used to guard the Bedouin camps and flocks. The people of Israel have come to value the unique qualities of their native breed and frequently use the dogs as protectors of their homes.
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Although Canaani typically thrive best in one-dog homes, they certainly can be socialized. Friendship between canine housemates depends much upon the care and effort that the human family puts into developing it.


Canaan Dogs are usually at their best when there are no other animals in the home, but this is not to say that they won’t socialize with dogs, cats and possibly other pets. How the Canaan Dog behaves with other animals depends on whether all parties concerned have been properly acquainted with one another. Given the breed’s prey instincts, Canaan Dogs should not be trusted with small-mammal pets like guinea pigs or rabbits. They can get along fine with cats, but extra precautions, supervision and patience are recommended. Canaan Dogs, typical of herding-type dogs, tend not to get along too well with other dogs, especially members of the same sex. The best way to deal with this type of dog-aggression is to socialize the Canaan Dog from puppyhood into adulthood with other dogs.


The breed has a strong desire to guard and is very territorial, making them excellent watchdogs. Since the breed has not been domesticated for all that long, many of its feral-dog qualities are certain to come to the fore in different situations. The Canaan Dog behaves like no other dog and may not be for everyone. Although all dogs are possessive and territorial, the Canaan holds more of these qualities than most any other breed. Canaan Dogs will bark wildly and circle when intruders approach. They are frequently very insecure when taken out of their home environments. Unlike some other breeds, bitches are just as territorial as males and will mark their territory just as much as the males will. Keen of hearing, the Canaan is capable of alerting his owners to someone’s approaching long before other dogs seem to be aware of a possible intrusion.




HAVE YOU HERD?


Although not specifically bred for herding like the Border Collie or Australian Cattle Dog, the Canaan Dog does maintain a strong desire to herd, a trait used by individuals for thousands of years. The breed has been used successfully on farms to herd ducks, sheep, goats, horses and cattle. In America, the Canaan Dog is routinely tested in sanctioned herding events. The breed’s high degree of intelligence and ability to learn commands quickly make them assured stockdogs. The Canaan Dog also has a strong natural drive ability, which requires minimal training to develop.
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THE CANAAN HOUDINI


Canaan Dogs are extremely intelligent and creative. They are expert escape artists. It is not uncommon for them to escape from a fenced-in yard or pen. For the breeds safety, it’s important to take extra precautions when attempting to keep your Canaan confined.





Socialization is very important with this breed. The breed must learn to deal with strange people and surroundings. This is not always as easy as it may seem. The breed has a natural instinct to guard and to be cautious, which must be modified for the sake of good canine behavior. You must remember that, in the wild, Canaan Dogs had to be naturally aggressive to survive. In the wild, they needed to fight over territory, food, etc., and were sometimes forced to fight until death. In the wild, there is a distinctive “pecking order” and it’s not unusual for Canaani to test or challenge the chain of command in the home environment.




CANAAN TYPE DIFFERENCES


There are two main types of Canaan Dog in the United States and England. There is the original Border Collie/Kelpie stockdog-type dog that was sent to the United States and England by Dr. Rudolphina Menzel. The second type is the heavier, thick-coated variety of Myrna Shiboleth of Shaar Hagai Kennels in Israel. In addition to differences in type, breeders report variation in temperament and herding ability between the two.
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Socialization is the key to building trust and a bond between the Canaan and all members of the family. Canaani and children get along best when both canine and human “kids” grow up together.


The Canaan Dog must be taught at an early age to trust and depend on his owner; this will certainly help to build the dog’s confidence as he matures. It’s important to socialize Canaani with other dogs, children and adults. The more socialization, the better the dog will get along with other dogs and people outside the family.


The Canaan Dog is extremely loyal and devoted, but can be aggressive toward unfamiliar humans. They won’t think twice about biting to defend their territory and cherished family members. However, they are not “one-man dogs” and are usually devoted to the entire family. They are very good with children, of whom they are usually very protective. When brought up with young people, the Canaan will bond with them almost immediately and quickly become a devoted family companion and natural watchdog. Because of the breed’s strong denning instinct, due to their wild-dog heritage, they are naturally clean, like cats, and easily house-trained.


Despite their sometimes reserved temperaments, the Canaan Dog is a highly intelligent and trainable breed that possesses excellent tracking ability. Likewise, the Canaan is a tremendous herding dog and performs very well in sanctioned stockdog events. The Canaan Dog also has been trained successfully for many different types of tracking tasks. Without a doubt, the Canaan Dog is capable of many varied tasks. Canaan Dogs develop very close working relationships with their owners and will usually obey out of respect for their pack leaders. It’s important for the Canaan owner to find out what motivates his dog and to develop a “working team” attitude while training.
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