

[image: ]




[image: ]




BroadStreet Publishing Group LLC


Savage, Minnesota, USA


Broadstreetpublishing.com


I TRUST YOU, JESUS: A MORNING & EVENING DEVOTIONAL


© 2019 by BroadStreet Publishing


978-1-4245-5957-2 (faux leather)


978-1-4245-5958-9 (ebook)


Entries composed by Robert Campbell, Kathy Castor, Ken Castor, Chris Folkestad, Rob Mapstone, John Mulholland, Tony Myles, Kelly Nelson, Phil Petersen, Rachel Riebe, Tony Roos, and Jared Van Voorst.


All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.


Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2007. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, niv®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. zondervan.com. The “niv” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™ Scripture quotations marked (NCV) are from the New Century Version®. Copyright © 2005 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked (NASB) are from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. Lockman.org. Scripture quotations marked (AMP) are from the Amplified® Bible, copyright © 2015 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. Lockman.org. Scripture quotations marked (NRSV) are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.


All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked (ESV) are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked (TLB) are from The Living Bible copyright © 1971. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked (NKJV) are from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked (voice) are from The Voice™. Copyright © 2012 by Ecclesia Bible Society. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked (CEV) are from the Contemporary English Version Copyright © 1991, 1992, 1995 by American Bible Society. Used by Permission. Scripture quotations marked (GNT) are from the Good News Translation in Today’s English Version- Second Edition Copyright © 1992 by American Bible Society. Used by Permission. Scripture quotations marked hcsb®, are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. hcsb® is a federally registered trademark of Holman Bible Publishers. Scripture quotations marked (RSV) are from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1946, 1952, and 1971 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Scripture quotations marked (TPT) are from The Passion Translation® of the Holy Bible. Copyright © 2018 by Passion & Fire Ministries. All rights reserved.


Design by Chris Garborg | garborgdesign.com


Compiled by Ken Castor.


Printed in China.


19 20 21 22 23 24 25     7 6 5 4 3 2 1




Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!


PSALM 103:1 NASB
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Introduction


God deserves our praise from morning to evening. Each day may bring us predictable routines, testing trials, or unexpected experiences. But how good God is! In the midst of our circumstances, God is always faithful.


This unique devotional will help you bookend your days in complete trust of the Lord and his will. Imagine the deep joy that will rise within you when each day is saturated with his love and peace. Be assured; you can trust in the promises of God!




JANUARY 1


Next Step


We should make plans—counting on God to direct us.


PROVERBS 16:9 TLB


At the beginning of any new year, you’ll likely find yourself reflecting on your life more than you might during other times of the year. This is especially true if you spend your energy “trying to get through the day,” because of how overwhelming your schedule feels. When the thought of making massive changes freezes us, we tend not to make any changes at all.


Proverbs 16:9 clarifies that there are only two ways to live—by default or by design. The former focuses on letting life in our cubicles, classrooms, or carpools lead us. while the latter is us reclaiming with God the most important priorities in the universe. It’s the difference between doing what feels good versus doing what is good. Amazingly, these two options are only one decision away from each other—to believe that we call the shots or to recognize that God does. If you want to make the most of what can happen in the next moment, invite him into this one.


I’m all in with you, God. May this year reflect that as I take my next step with you each day.





A man’s mind plans his way [as he journeys through life], But the LORD directs his steps and establishes them.


PROVERBS 16:9 AMP


Life is not measured in decades, years, months, or even minutes, it’s measured in eternity. This means that while it may be popular to set a big New Year’s resolution, it makes more sense to discern the design of what’s happening in your life right now, so you can better respond to it. This takes place moment by moment, as you keep taking your next steps with God.


In financial terms, it might mean asking God to guide you as you develop a budget. In your hurts, it is allowing God to heal you while empowering you to forgive. Instead of letting the length of the journey discourage you, focus on one simple change through Jesus that, when repeated day in and day out, can make a massive difference in your life.


Lord, I don’t want to live a small life, so guide me into my next big step. May I do this not in my power but in yours, for in you all things are possible.


What is one next step or decision that would move you from “default” to “design”?





JANUARY 2


Go Before


The LORD is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.


DEUTERONOMY 31:8 NASB


God is calling you to follow him. He stands in front of us, leading us toward the life that he has set before us. For many though, we are afraid to follow. We are afraid of where God might be leading us. We are afraid that we aren’t hearing God correctly, or that we will fail if we step out of our comfort zone. It’s so much easier to stay where we are or to continue with what is familiar.


In this morning’s verse, though, God is reminding us that not only has he prepared the way for us, but he has gone before us! He’s blazing the path for us to follow. He’s giving us a promise that where we are heading, he is already there. God is not just calling for us from a distance, he’s walking with us each step of the way.


God, I am so thankful that you have a plan for me. Help me to follow after your leading in my life.





The LORD himself will go before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or forget you. Don’t be afraid and don’t worry.


DEUTERONOMY 31:8 NCV


What do these words teach you about who God is? How do they help build your confidence in him? These words are Moses’ words as he speaks to the Israelites. He told them that his leadership is coming to an end and that Joshua will now be leading them. He is imploring the Israelites to not lose courage or give up. Moses reminds them that it is God who is leading and that he can be trusted.


These words of Moses are for you too. You can trust where God is leading. He’s already been down this road. God is with you! He’s not blindly calling from above saying, “Follow the sound of my voice.” He’s saying, “I am right here with you, follow me.” You can trust that God is not going to leave you stranded or forget you. He loves you. He’s leading you. He’s with you. You can trust him.


Lord, thank you for your active leadership in my life. Help me to confidently follow where you lead.


Which promise in today’s verse brings you the most confidence in God?





JANUARY 3


Immeasurable Love


How great is God’s love for all who worship him? Greater than the distance between heaven and earth! How far has the LORD taken our sins from us? Farther than the distance from east to west!


PSALM 103:11-12 CEV


When little kids describe their love for their parents, they often spread their arms as wide as they possibly can and say, “Daddy, I love you this much!” If that doesn’t get the point across, they will continue with, “Mom, I love you to the moon and back five times!” They want their mom and dad to know just how much they are loved.


This morning’s verse is reminding you that you are loved by God. His love for you is seen in the immeasurable mercy that he has for you. He loves you so much that he’s forgiven you for all your sins. It’s as if he’s standing here in the room with you this morning with his arms spread wide, saying, “I love you this much.” Can you hear him? Do you believe him? He loves you so much!


God, thank you for your immeasurable love for me. Thank you for not just loving me a little, but for loving me completely.





His unfailing love toward those who fear him is as great as the height of the heavens above the earth. He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is from the west.


PSALM 103:11-12 NLT


One of the hardest things for many to accept about God’s love for us is his promise to blot out our sin. It’s not how we operate, so it’s difficult for us to wrap our heads around it. When someone wrongs us, it’s not natural for us to forgive them. If we do forgive them, it’s still very difficult to not continue to hold their sin against them. When we see the person who hurt us, we are reminded of what they did.


God is different. In his immeasurable love, he not only forgives us (by making a way through Jesus), but today’s verses remind us that he also removes that sin from us completely. He doesn’t see an asterisk next to us denoting our sin history. Praise God!


Heavenly Father, your forgiveness is so perfect. Thank you for your perfect, immeasurable love.


In what ways have you experienced God’s love in your life?





JANUARY 4


Give Thanks


Thank the LORD for all the glorious things he does; proclaim them to the nations.


Sing his praises and tell everyone about his miracles.


PSALM 105:1-2 TLB


We have so much to be thankful for. Stop right where you are and think about all the different things that you have to be thankful to God for. How have you seen God working in your life this week? How has God blessed your family? How many things can you think of that you are thankful for in the next thirty seconds?


Don’t just keep your thankfulness to yourself, though. Tell others about your thankfulness, and start with God. Take some time right now to say thank you to God for some of the ways that you are grateful for his work in your life.


Heavenly Father, thank you. I don’t say it enough, but I am thankful for your work in my life. Help my life reflect my thankfulness to others in the way that I act and the things that I say. May I never grow weary of telling others about all that you have done for me.





Give praise to the LORD; proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he has done. Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wondrous works!


PSALM 105:1-2 NIV


Did you know that your thankfulness is not just pleasing to God’s ears, but that it helps others around you know of his goodness as well? Our thankfulness is a declaration to others that God is good and that he is working in our lives.


When we share what God is doing in our lives with others, God becomes real to them. He’s no longer just a character in the Bible. He is living and active, and they know it’s true because they’ve seen him in you and heard your testimony of his goodness.


God, thank you for using me to bring the message of the gospel to the people in my life. Help me to reflect on all the ways I have to be thankful tonight.


How can you share God’s good work in your life with others this week?





JANUARY 5


Search Me


Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.


PSALM 139:23-24 NIV


How well do you receive evaluation, especially thorough evaluations? If you are like many, the answer is, “not well.” We want to know when things are going good, and we love to hear other people sing our praises, but we don’t like hearing about things that need changing in us. That’s what makes David’s prayer in Psalm 139 so interesting.


David understands something very important about God. He knows that God’s on his side. He trusts that God’s examination will help to guide him down the right path. He believes that God isn’t going to respond in anger, but in love. Start today with David’s prayer as well as with his understanding of who God is.


God, search my heart and my thoughts this morning. Help me to see areas of my life that don’t live up to your standard for my life. Help me to know and follow the path that you have created for me.





Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life.


PSALM 139:23-24 NLT


One of the most dreaded parts of air travel is the long security lines that we now experience in every major airport. It seems with every trip, there are further security measures that have been put into place. And with each new step of the security process, a little more of our privacy is taken. Full body digital scans, the dreaded pat down, and searches of our bags and computers are now common practice. But if we want to travel, we must participate in the process.


This prayer is voluntarily inviting God to search your life, to look in every corner and crevasse. It’s asking him to look for anything that doesn’t honor him, and then to report his findings to us. That’s a vulnerable prayer, but one that leads to growing closer to God.


Heavenly Father, I am giving you full access to my life. If there is anything in my attitude, in my heart, or in my life that does not please you, bring that to light. Help me to experience the joy of walking in everlasting life.


What is God revealing to you about your life?





JANUARY 6


Praise Him


Let everything alive give praises to the LORD!


You praise him! Hallelujah!


PSALM 150:6 TLB


The Book of Psalms is filled with psalms that help us wrestle through the realness of life. Psalms of gratitude and thanks to our creator, psalms of doubt and question, psalms of pain and hurt, and so many more. As readers, we can relate to the wide array of joy, pain, wonder, and doubt, and to the frustration and the contentment. Many times, the psalms put to words what our lips cannot say. This is why so many are drawn to the psalms. The psalms help us to walk through some of life’s lowest lows and highest highs.


One thing is sure though, psalms always lead us back to a position of praise. That’s what makes the final words of the Book of Psalms so impactful. They remind us through it all, the good and the bad, that our creator is worth our praise. It’s not profound or complex, in fact, it’s quite simple: “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord!” Allow these words to lead you to praise throughout your day today.


God, you are worthy of our praise! You have given me breath. Help me to use it today to give you praise.





Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.


Praise the LORD!


PSALM 150:6 NASB


What did you use your breath for today? It brought you oxygen to fill your lungs and keep you alive. It most likely helped you to communicate with your co-workers, your friends and your family. It may have helped you cheer on your favorite sports team, share a simple greeting with a stranger on the street, or place your order at your favorite restaurant.


What if our praise for God was as natural as breathing to us? What if, when we woke up, the first thoughts on our minds were thoughts of praise to God? What if, as we communicated with others, we used our breath to share of God’s goodness to us? What if we used our breath to praise God as loudly and passionately as we do to cheer on our favorite sports teams?


God is certainly worthy of our praise.


God, may my praise for you become as natural and consistent as breathing.


How can you use your breath to praise God tonight? Tomorrow?





JANUARY 7


God Is Faithful


LORD, you are my God. I honor you and praise you, because you have done amazing things. You have always done what you said you would do; you have done what you planned long ago.


ISAIAH 25:1 NCV


“Lord, you are my God.” Stop and think about that for a second this morning. God, the creator of the universe, is your God. He spoke the world into existence and he is your God. He formed us out of the dust, breathed a breath of life into mankind, and he is your God. His faithfulness has been evident throughout all of history, and he is your God.


Before you begin your day today, take some time to thank God for being your God. He’s your provider, your protector, your sustainer, your God. Honor him and praise him by telling him how thankful you are for his work and his faithfulness in your life.


Lord, you are my God and I am so thankful for that reminder this morning. Help me to never forget that you are a personal God who loves and cares for me, not just for humanity. Thank you, Lord, for being my God.





O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.


ISAIAH 25:1 NRSV


You started this morning praising God that he is your God. This evening, take some time to praise him for his faithfulness to complete the plans that he has for you that were created long before we were ever born. Throughout Scripture we see God’s faithfulness on display in his people. His faithfulness continues in your life today.


Isn’t it comforting to know that God is not absent, distant, or uninvolved in our lives? He has a track record of faithfulness that stretches to the beginning of time, and if there’s one thing that we can be sure of, it’s that his faithfulness will continue.


Heavenly Father, I praise you this evening for your faithfulness. I thank you for the faithfulness that I have seen in my own life. Thank you for the faithfulness that you have displayed that has gone unnoticed by others and even by myself.


How has God been faithful to you? Start a list of the ways God has answered your prayers.





JANUARY 8


Persevering Joy


Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.


JAMES 1:2-4 ESV


The words joy and trials don’t usually go together. Typically, when we think of trials, joy is one of the last emotions we would associate with them. But James is not saying that he wants us to enjoy the trials. He is not saying that we are supposed to like what we are going through.


The joy that James is talking about here relates more to the end result than to the current situation. We have joy because we recognize what the Lord is accomplishing in us through the trials. He is developing perseverance and maturity in our lives, and that is good. So, looking forward to the end result, we can consider the trials to be good, even though we might not enjoy them.


Heavenly Father, I don’t enjoy the trials in my life, but I see your purpose in the midst of them. Help me to trust in you.





My friends, consider yourselves fortunate when all kinds of trials come your way, for you know that when your faith succeeds in facing such trials, the result is the ability to endure. Make sure that your endurance carries you all the way without failing, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.


JAMES 1:2-4 GNT


What do you think the end result of this verse might look like? James refers to being mature and complete, not lacking anything. What would a Christian who lacks nothing look like? Maybe it would be someone who completely reflects the fruit of the Spirit that we find in Galatians 5. Do you know anyone like that? If so, then they have probably gone through trials well.


It is possible to go through trials and not mature and become more complete. Some people go through trials and all they have to show for it is bitterness. That is not what James has in mind. He doesn’t want us to just endure the trials, but to embrace them. He wants us to recognize Gods work and yield ourselves more fully to him.


God, help me to go through trials well. Help me to trust in you and yield myself to you in the midst of those trials. May you complete your good work in me.


Are you embracing the trials you face and letting God use them to his honor and glory, or are you just becoming bitter?





JANUARY 9


Rest in Jesus


“Come to me, all of you who are tired and have heavy loads, and I will give you rest. Accept my teachings and learn from me, because I am gentle and humble in spirit, and you will find rest for your lives.”


MATTHEW 11:28-29 NCV


For some of you, your morning started with an alarm clock that went off too early, and you are just now getting a chance to enjoy your cup of coffee. You are awake, but already you are tired. Tired, not because you didn’t sleep last night, but tired because you are carrying a heavy load. The stress of work, family life, relationships, expectations, and a busy schedule has left you tired and stressed, and you haven’t even checked your email yet!


Jesus is inviting you this morning to rest in him. Even with everything that is going on in your life and all the tasks that are calling for your attention, Jesus is inviting you to pause and spend time with him. What a beautiful picture of Jesus this paints for us.


Jesus, thank you for knowing my need for rest and inviting me in. My mind is filled with to-do lists and deadlines, but this morning, help my mind, instead, to be filled with your thoughts. Help me to experience the rest you offer.





“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”


MATTHEW 11:28-29 NIV


The analogy of a yoke loses some of its impact in our world today, because it’s not a tool with which we are familiar. A yoke was a large wooden plank that when put around the neck of two oxen that allows them to work side by side, sharing the workload. Though the imagery is not as familiar to us today, the invitation from Jesus still remains.


Jesus is inviting us to allow him to share our workload. He knows how difficult life can be for us, and he’s willing to help us through it. When we take his yoke, it allows us to not have to feel the full weight of our burden. It also allows us to walk where Jesus is leading. As we do, he promises that we will find rest for our souls.


Jesus, thank you for walking alongside of me. Forgive me for the times when I feel like I need to carry the burdens of life alone. I want to connect to your yoke and learn from you. Thank you for the rest that you provide.


What are some burdens that you’ve been carrying that you need to allow Jesus to help with?





JANUARY 10


Priceless


“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”


MATTHEW 13:44 NASB


Following Jesus does not come without its costs. For some of us, it has cost relationships, friendships, jobs, reputations, and preferences. For others, it has cost them their lives. So why are we so willing to make such great sacrifices for the kingdom? Because the benefits far outweigh the cost.


In the kingdom of heaven, we have forgiveness of sin, we are a new creation, we have fellowship with God, and we have the power of the Holy Spirit to live the lives that God has created us to live. Trading everything that we have for the kingdom of God is a bargain!


Heavenly Father, I want my life to be marked as one who lives for you, no matter the cost. Help the decisions I make today reflect the value I place on following you. You are my everything.





“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”


MATTHEW 13:44 ESV


Have you ever been hard up for cash? Are there times when you are scrambling around looking for loose change between the cushions of the couch, checking the pockets of the jackets in the closet, and looking for any other money around the house, but still come up short? Have you ever had to decide to sell some of your possessions in order to make necessary purchases? If so, was it done out of need and desperation?


Notice that in our verse this evening, it was “in his joy” that he went and sold everything that he had in order to be able to purchase the field that included the newly discovered treasure. He knew that what he was trading in paled in comparison to what he was receiving.


Jesus, the kingdom of heaven is available to us because you gave up everything and died on the cross on our behalf. Help me to joyfully serve you, no matter the cost.


How does your life reflect the joy of the kingdom of heaven?





JANUARY 11


God’s Eyes


He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”


MATTHEW 18:2-4 NIV


It’s human nature to want to be the best. We often jockey for positions of power and authority. It was no different with the disciples. These were Jesus’ closest friends, who seemingly were already in a rather powerful position. One day, they asked Jesus who would be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. His unlikely response gives us a glimpse into how he views success.


Jesus reminds us that it is not about our earthly accomplishments or achievements that makes us great in the kingdom of heaven, but our ability to put our faith in him. Follower of Jesus, you don’t need to perform highly to grab the attention of Jesus. He knows you and sees you. You are valuable and loved!


Jesus, thank you that I don’t need to earn your attention. Your love is perfect.





Jesus called a little child to him and put the child among them. Then he said, “I tell you the truth, unless you turn from your sins and become like little children, you will never get into the Kingdom of Heaven. So anyone who becomes as humble as this little child is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.”


MATTHEW 18:2-4 NLT


Babies are cute and cuddly. But once you have one of your own, you begin to realize how much hard work they are! They rely on others for their every need. Food, clothing, shelter, changing—they are helpless on their own. This is the word picture Jesus uses to describe the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Encouraging, huh?


But what if the picture that Jesus was painting was one of grace. What if he was reminding us that it isn’t about what we have to offer him that makes us great, but that it’s all about our ability to recognize our complete dependence on him? Jesus is reminding us that it is his work in us that brings us greatness in the kingdom.


Jesus, thank you for the grace that you show me in my life. May I live my life in total dependence on you.


In what ways are you trying to earn God’s attention on your own ability?





JANUARY 12


As He Said


“Jesus is not here. He was raised, just as He said He would be. Come over to the grave, and see for yourself.”


MATTHEW 28:6 VOICE


Can you imagine what it must have been like to discover the empty tomb of Jesus? As Mary and Mary went to pay their final respects to Jesus, that’s exactly what they found. They were met by an angel who said to them, “Jesus is not here. He was raised, just as he said he would be.”


Picture their strange mixture of confusion and excitement. They were at the tomb to grieve, but instead, they were suddenly faced with the reality that what Jesus had been teaching them all along had come true. Jesus was and is who he said he was! His resurrection is proof that he is the Son of God, proof that he had victory over sin, and proof that he had come to fulfil the Old Testament prophecies. The ladies at the tomb went from mourning to celebration! Jesus was not dead; he was alive and still is today!


What is your response to the empty tomb? How can you celebrate Jesus today?


Jesus, you are alive! Because you live, I have hope and forgiveness. Thank you!





“He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.”


MATTHEW 28:6 NIV


Throughout Jesus’ life and ministry, he faced many who doubted and questioned him. There were those who doubted his claims of being the Son of God. Those who questioned his power to heal the sick and bring sight to the blind. There were those who called him a blasphemer for claiming he could forgive sins. Yet he rose from the dead, just as he said he would. He provided all the proof that was needed to prove he was who he said he was.


Still today, there are those who doubt and question Jesus. But we can draw confidence in knowing that Jesus proved who he was by coming back from the dead. Jesus has never backed out of a promise that he made. This is the Jesus we serve, the Son of God, who came to take the sins of the world upon himself. One day soon, Jesus will return, just as he said that he would.


Jesus, thank you for always following through on your promises. You are worthy of my trust and praise.


How do you respond to those who question your faith in Jesus?





JANUARY 13


With You Always


Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”


MATTHEW 28:18-20 NIV


“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations.” Not only is Jesus challenging his followers to go and spread the message of the Gospel, but he is commissioning them to go to all nations. Can you imagine what must have been going through their minds as they heard these words from Jesus? Jesus was commissioning them into something that was much bigger than themselves.


Jesus didn’t leave them to figure it out on their own, though. His commission came with a promise: “I am with you always.” Jesus doesn’t send us somewhere or give us a task that he’s not also going to empower us to accomplish. It would have been easy for the disciples to be overwhelmed with their new responsibility, and there are times when we can be overwhelmed with this same responsibility, but Jesus’ promise of his presence remains true today.


Jesus, thank you for the promise of your presence in my life today and forever. Help me to remember your presence is with me, empowering me to accomplish your plan.





Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”


MATTHEW 28:18-20 NLT


It’s easy for us to feel like we are unqualified to do Jesus’ work. We are quick to look at all the reasons that there are better, more qualified people. It’s why we are sometimes slow to volunteer at church and why we don’t share our faith as often as we could. We simply don’t feel qualified.


But just as we see in these verses, Jesus is sending us authority and is promising that he will be with us. We are commissioned with authority, and we are promised that we are not alone. That’s a great confidence builder to step out and serve Jesus. You are called and qualified—Jesus’ presence is our promise.


Jesus, forgive me for feeling unqualified. You have called me to be a disciple-maker. Help me to have the confidence that is found in your presence to serve you faithfully.


What is Jesus calling you to do that can only be accomplished with his strength?





JANUARY 14


The Good News


“The time promised by God has come at last!” he announced. “The Kingdom of God is near! Repent of your sins and believe the Good News!”


MARK 1:15 NLT


These are the first words that Jesus spoke in the book of Mark. With these words, the good news of the gospel went from something spoken about as sometime yet to come, to something that was now at hand. Previously, John the Baptist spoke about the one who would come after him, but now, Jesus spoke as that person.


This is a big deal because Jesus came to fulfill the prophecies of the Old Testament. This is a big deal because Jesus came to reconcile us to God. It’s a big deal because Jesus came as the ultimate and final sacrifice for sin. No longer was the good news sometime yet to come. No longer was animal sacrifice necessary for the forgiveness of sins. Jesus came to point people to the good news. In fact, he was it! Today, remember that Jesus, the Good News, is living, that Jesus has reconciled you to God, offered forgiveness for your sins, and is ruling in your heart.


Jesus, you are the Good News! Thank you for the hope that is found in you.





“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”


MARK 1:15 NIV


Can you hear the tone of Jesus’ voice as he says these words? It isn’t out of judgment or damnation. He is proclaiming that the good news is here! The kingdom of God is near! It’s no longer far off and unreachable! He’s imploring people to turn from their sinful ways and to, instead, believe in the good news that is standing in front of them. There’s excitement in his voice, care in his tone. This is good news indeed.


In a sense, this is Jesus’ pregame speech. He’s saying it is go time. He knows that he is here for a purpose and he’s not going to waste time. His message is simple: the far-off kingdom of heaven is now among the people. Turn from your sinful ways and believe in Jesus. His message is the same today. What is your response to the good news?


Jesus, thank you that you are not distant, but here with me. Help me to share the good news with just as much enthusiasm.


Spend some time tonight thanking Jesus for being the Good News in your life.





JANUARY 15


Father Knows Best


He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and knelt down and prayed, saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.”


LUKE 22:41-42 ESV


Jesus had just finished revealing his impending death to his disciples in what we now know as the Last Supper. He knew that his time was running short, so he made his way to a familiar place of prayer on the Mount of Olives. His disciples followed after him. He instructed his disciples to pray so as to not fall into temptation, and then he went to find a place alone to pray. As Jesus thought through what he knew was about to happen, he prayed, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.”


Jesus knew that his father’s plan was much greater than his own. He knew that the benefit of his father’s plan was for the good of not only him but all of mankind. Incredibly, even in his darkest moment, Jesus shows us how to focus our hearts when we pray. Let’s remember that our father always knows best.


Heavenly Father, thank you that your ways are good and perfect. Thank you that you have a plan for our lives! Help me to know your plan and to boldly and faithfully follow you. May it be your will done in my life, not my own.





He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down and prayed, saying, “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.”


LUKE 22:41-42 NKJV


We have a tendency to think about what we want, about what’s best for us. Have you noticed that? Often our prayers are filled with what we want and what we want God to do on our behalf and on behalf of those who we know. We are good, it seems, at telling God how to do his job.


It’s not wrong to let the Lord know our desires in prayer. The Bible is filled with invitations to bring our requests to the Lord. But sometimes we are so busy telling God what our will is, that we forget to ask him for his will. It’s a subtle shift in thinking, but it makes a world of difference. What if we asked him what he wanted more than we told him what we wanted?


God, I want what you want. I’m really good at telling you what I want, but I want to change that. I want to know what you want so that I can be a part of what you are doing.


What if our prayers always included, “God, what do you want?”





JANUARY 16


Mark of Jesus


“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”


JOHN 13:34-35 ESV


The love that Jesus is commanding is not a love based on feelings or emotion, but, instead, a love that reflects the perfect love we have already received from him. It may seem like an obvious command, but it certainly isn’t always an easy one to live out. That’s why Jesus said to follow his example that he has given us.


In fact, this command was given toward the end of what is now called “The Last Supper.” This is where Jesus revealed to his closest disciples that his time was coming to an end. Before the supper began, Jesus, of all people, got down and washed the disciples’ feet. In doing so, he set an example of what true love looks like. This is the love to which we are called. We are to love one another, just as he has loved us. Jesus’ life was marked by his love for others, and he’s commanded us to follow his lead.


Jesus, thank you for your love that you have given me. Help me to love others the same way. Help me to love when it isn’t easy. Help me to love the way that you have loved me.





“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”


JOHN 13:34-35 NKJV


Jesus was marked by his love for others. His love motivated him to live differently. Out of love, he healed the lame and sick, interacted with outcasts, ministered to the masses, and, ultimately, gave his life for all of humanity. His love caused him to live differently than what was normal.


Jesus’ command to follow his example in love is an invitation to take on the mark of Jesus’ love. As we love others, it marks us as one of his disciples. As we love others, our actions tell a story, not of ourselves but of the one who has shown us what true love looks like. Bearing the mark of Jesus through our love is both a command and a privilege.


Jesus, your love is perfect. I want to love the way that you love others. I want my actions to tell your story.


What message did the love you displayed today tell?





JANUARY 17


Turn Your Eyes


“Repent and turn back, so that your sins may be wiped out, that seasons of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that He may send Jesus, who has been appointed for you as the Messiah.”


ACTS 3:19-20 HCSB


The Lord is so good to us. Our verses today remind us of our need and dependence on Jesus, our savior. We know that our sin has separated us from him. But we are reminded that the Lord is pursuing us! Jesus is calling us to repent of our sins, to turn away from them, and come to him. We come to him, not for punishment but for forgiveness and refreshing found in his presence and in his work on the cross. This is the grace, mercy, and love of the Lord for you today! As you go through your day today, remember the words of the old hymn, “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus,” which say:


Turn your eyes upon Jesus,


Look full in his wonderful face;


And the things of earth will grow strangely dim


In the light of His glory and grace.


Lord, thank you for your forgiveness from sin! Help me to find refreshing through your presence today.





“Repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away. Then times of refreshment will come from the presence of the Lord, and he will again send you Jesus, your appointed Messiah.”


ACTS 3:19-20 NLT


We often focus on the forgiveness that the Lord offers us through Jesus, and rightfully so. Without it, we are hopeless and lost. But, sometimes, we don’t remember that when we are forgiven, the Lord no longer sees our sin. He has wiped it out! The all-knowing God forgets our sin. What an amazing display of his grace and mercy to us!


Allow these verses to spring up a well of thanksgiving and joy for the Lord within your heart! Tell him of your thankfulness! You can approach the Lord in confidence and without guilt. You are forgiven in Jesus. Come to the Lord and be refreshed. Come to the Lord and find the hope that is found through our coming Jesus!


Lord thank you for not holding my sin against me. Thank you that I can experience your presence.


Plan a date with the Lord. Mark it off on your calendar and spend an hour with him.





JANUARY 18


Solid Rock


Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.


ACTS 4:12 NIV


When using the GPS on your phone, it will often give you several route options for your desired destination. The GPS will give you estimated times of travel and any possible causes for delays, such as accidents or road construction on a specific route. With this information, you can then choose which route looks the fastest and easiest and make your selection. Whatever route you choose, you’ll get to where you want to go.


The road to eternal life with the Lord is not the same. As you look at the Bible, it is clear that there is only one path to God. That path is Jesus Christ. There is no amount of money that you could gain or fame that you could attain that would save you from the penalty of sin. But there is an answer. Jesus is our salvation. Through Jesus, we are forgiven of our sins, reconciled with God and given the hope of eternity. Praise God today that Jesus has made a way for you!


Heavenly Father, thank you that I am saved through Jesus.





Salvation is to be found through him alone; in all the world there is no one else whom God has given who can save us.


ACTS 4:12 GNT


When we call on the name of Jesus to be saved, we are calling on the only name that can save and on the only name that ever has saved. We are calling on the same name that Paul called on as his life was dramatically transformed. We are calling on the same name that saved the disciples, and the same name that saved the criminal who hung alongside Jesus on Calvary. Jesus has always been, and will always be, the only one who can save us from our sins.


May we continue to stand firm in Jesus, knowing that salvation is found in him alone. May our claim be similar to that familiar hymn, “My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.”


Jesus, it is you alone who save. All other ways are incomplete and insufficient. Thank you for your continued faithfulness throughout all generations.


Who in your life can you share Jesus’ gift of salvation with this week?





JANUARY 19


Inseparable Love


I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.


ROMANS 8:38-39 NLT


When Jesus died on the cross, he revealed the depth of his perfect love. His love is not based on what we have done for him, or even on our potential to love him. His love for us is based on who we are as his creation. He has loved us from the beginning, and we are reminded today that nothing can separate us from that love.


God’s love was not going to allow him to do nothing about the sin that separated us from him, so he sent his Son to take our penalty. His love for you has not changed. There is nothing that is going to change God’s love for you. God’s love for you does not change.


Heavenly Father, thank you that I can always count on your love in my life. Help me to hold onto this promise.





I am certain that nothing can separate us from his love: neither death nor life, neither angels nor other heavenly rulers or powers, neither the present nor the future, neither the world above nor the world below—there is nothing in all creation that will ever be able to separate us from the love of God which is ours through Christ Jesus our Lord.


ROMANS 8:38-39 GNT


There’s something special about returning to the town you grew up in. As you drive around town, you realize that even though some new stores have opened and a few of the landmark buildings have been torn down, there is much that stays the same. That similarity often gives us a sense of comfort and joy as we think back on the good, as well as the challenging, times we shared in our school years.


Today’s verse points to the consistency of God. No matter where we live, what job we have, or whatever changes could come our way, God’s love remains. God’s love for us is not conditional, it doesn’t come with strings attached. Wherever your life has taken you, come back to God. His love for you remains.


God, thank you for your consistency in my life.


How have you seen the consistency of God’s love in your life?





JANUARY 20


God Is Greater


Even the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.


1 CORINTHIANS 1:25 NCV


We have a tendency to want to do things ourselves. We know what we need and how it needs to be done. Asking for help seems like admitting defeat or, at least, weakness. Maybe it is because we’ve been let down too many times or because we don’t trust others as much as we trust ourselves. Whatever the reason, it doesn’t seem easy to ask for help.


But this verse reminds us that we do have someone we can trust and count on. One who is stronger and wiser than anyone we can imagine. We can take comfort in knowing that when we ask God for help, we are getting help that is greater and stronger. Today, look for ways you can trust God and rely on his strength and his wisdom. Not only is God able, he is also willing.


Heavenly Father, thank you for your greatness. Help me to find comfort today in knowing that you are in control. Help me to ask for your strength and wisdom.





This foolish plan of God is wiser than the wisest of human plans, and God’s weakness is stronger than the greatest of human strength.


1 CORINTHIANS 1:25 NLT


Have you ever found it difficult to explain God to someone? Where it seems like any word you use just doesn’t quite accurately describe him? It can be frustrating trying to understand God. This frustration can either turn us away from God, because we don’t fully understand him, or it can cause us to worship him.


The greatest example of his perfect plan and strength is in Jesus. History is filled with attempts to deal with the problem of sin in our lives. But nothing has been successful. Through God’s perfect plan, he sent Jesus to overcome sin on our behalf. Tonight, pause and thank God for his wisdom. Thank God that no matter what comes your way, he is stronger. Worship him. Thank him. Tonight, rest in knowing that he is on your side.


Heavenly Father, thank you for your perfect and infinite wisdom and strength. May I try to not live my life in my own understanding and strength, but in yours.


What are you trying to accomplish in your own strength that you can trust God with?





JANUARY 21


Victory in Jesus


“O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its power. But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ.


1 CORINTHIANS 15:55-57 NLT


Don’t skip past those words you just read. Go back and read them again, this time out loud. We have been given victory in Jesus. Victory over sin and death. And this victory comes only through the work of Jesus Christ on the cross. Without Jesus, we are hopeless and subject to the power and consequence of sin in our life. However, through Jesus, we can walk in victory!


So read those words again, nice and loud this time. This is your victory chant. This is you declaring a win over the sin in your life, not based on your own ability or on your own skill but on the battle that was won at Calvary on your behalf. May these words ring in your heart as you face your day.


Heavenly Father, thank you for the victory that is mine through Jesus! Help me to remember these words throughout the day.





“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.


1 CORINTHIANS 15:55-57 NRSV


How do we appropriately thank God for the victory that we have through Jesus Christ? We know that victory is ours, and we have seen God working in our lives, especially strengthening us against the temptation of sin, but we haven’t fully felt the impact of our triumph yet. We’ve experienced it in part, but not yet in whole.


But one day we will. One day, we will stand in the presence of God and in victory over death. And on that day, we will worship God. We will repeat these words giving thanks to him. Let’s not wait till we get to heaven to worship God in thankfulness. We may not fully understand all that God has done for us, but let’s thank him for the victory that we know is ours!


God, thank you! Thank you that we can know that we have victory over death because of Jesus. May my life reflect my thankful heart.


Take some time tonight to think through all that God has saved you from. Then thank him for it.





JANUARY 22


You Are His


It is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.


2 CORINTHIANS 1:21-22 NIV


It’s easy to be filled with self-doubt. We aren’t good enough, we don’t feel we live up to others’ standards, or we compare ourselves to other followers of Jesus and feel like we just don’t measure up. It’s an easy trap to fall into and it often causes us to doubt.


This morning, as you read these verses, be reminded that you are anointed and chosen by God. Know that he has placed his seal of ownership on your life. He wants everyone to know that you belong to him. To top it all off, he’s given us the gift of the Holy Spirit in our lives to empower us to live the life that he has called us to live. The Holy Spirit is also a promise of what is yet to come. You are chosen. You are loved. You are his.


Heavenly Father, thank you that you have chosen me. Help me to live today in confidence, knowing I am yours.





It is God who enables us, along with you, to stand firm for Christ. He has commissioned us, and he has identified us as his own by placing the Holy Spirit in our hearts as the first installment that guarantees everything he has promised us.


2 CORINTHIANS 1:21-22 NLT


Have you ever walked on ice? Once you start to slip, it seems like your whole body is grasping at the air, trying to catch your feet. You look for anything that you can grab onto to stabilize yourself. It can seem like forever before you either finally fall down or you, somehow, regain your footing. It’s a helpless, painful, and, sometimes, embarrassing feeling.


Sometimes life feels like that, doesn’t it? You just don’t have solid footing. When you find yourself slipping in the uncertainty of life, know that God is enabling you to stand firm. He is leading you and has given you the Holy Spirit to empower you. Our trust is not placed in our own ability to stand, but in the assurance that God is with us and we are his.


God, thank you for the certainty that comes in your promises. Help me to stand firm for you.


What confidence does knowing that you have God’s seal of ownership on your life bring you?





JANUARY 23


God Is Enough


“Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.”


ISAIAH 41:10 NKJV


Sometimes it feels daunting to think that God, the creator of the universe, would ask for us to step out in faith. Jacob felt that way as he stepped into leadership of the Israelites. But God wanted to assure him that he was with him. God begins by reminding Jacob of all that he had done for the Israelites up to this point. He had proved, protected, and led them, and assured them that he would continue to be with them.


God doesn’t call us to do something that he isn’t going to also help us accomplish. We don’t need to be in fear of how to do what God is calling us to do. Just as he promised Jacob, he also promises us that he will strengthen us and help us.


We can count on his presence and his help.


Heavenly Father, thank you for strengthening and helping me.





“Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with my victorious right hand.”


ISAIAH 41:10 NLT


How do you respond when you feel God asking you to step out of your comfort zone? Are you filled with fear of the unknown? Do you use excuses of how you are not skilled or equipped? Do you follow where he is leading, or do you stay where you are? Today’s verse is another reminder that God is always leading us to new places, but he also leads with great promises.


God’s promises are not just empty words that are given to convince us to follow him, but, instead, they are words that are intended to give us the confidence that we need. He knows that we cannot do many of these things under our own ability or strength, so he has promised to give us the strength we need. Our confidence can come from his ability to accomplish what he’s called us to do.


God, help me to know where you are leading me and to have the confidence to go where you send me.


Look for at least one way you can step out in faith this week to serve God.





JANUARY 24


Into My Heart


If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.


The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.


2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 ESV


This verse is very black and white. There is a stark contrast between our old self that has passed away and the new creation that we are now. It’s as if there has been a line drawn on the timeline of our life. When we say yes to Jesus and begin a relationship with him, our lives are forever changed. The old hymn, “Since Jesus Came into My Heart” says:


What a wonderful change in my life has been wrought since Jesus came into my heart! I have light in my soul for which long I have sought, since Jesus came into my heart!


As you look back on who you were before you met Jesus, can you see the change that has occurred? How have you been changed? How have your priorities been changed? How have your passions been changed? How has Christ brought you satisfaction and contentment that you didn’t have before?


How have you been changed since Jesus came into your heart?


Jesus, I am no longer who I once was. Thank you that my old self has passed away! Thank you that you have made me new.





Anyone who is joined to Christ is a new being; the old is gone, the new has come.


2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 GNT


We started this morning with the first verse of the song “Since Jesus Came into My Heart,” reminding us to look back at who we once were. This evening, we are going to look at verse three:


There’s a light in the valley of death now for me, since Jesus came into my heart! And the gates of the city beyond I can see, Since Jesus came into my heart!


As you look forward in Christ, what do you see? Where have you seen Christ help you find victory in your life? Thank him for it! As you look forward to eternity, how has your perspective changed? May your soul sing, as the writer of this hymn penned in the chorus:


Since Jesus came into my heart, since Jesus came into my heart, floods of joy o’er my soul like the sea billows roll, since Jesus came into my heart. God, thank you for the hope that comes in knowing that I am new in you.


If you were to write a verse of this hymn, how would you describe your life since Jesus came into your heart?





JANUARY 25


Mercy and Grace


God’s mercy is great, and he loved us very much. Though we were spiritually dead because of the things we did against God, he gave us new life with Christ. You have been saved by God’s grace.


EPHESIANS 2:4-5 NCV


You just got pulled over for speeding. You didn’t see the sign indicating the change in speeds. As you sit in your car, awaiting the officer to approach your vehicle, you know you’re busted. There’s no denying it. You were breaking the law, and you got caught. The only question left in your mind is, “How much is this going to cost?”


The officer asks for your license and registration, and runs your information. To your surprise, as the officer hands your cards back to you, he informs you that he isn’t going to give you a ticket. The officer showed you mercy today.


This is much like the mercy that God has shown us. The consequence of our sin is death. And while we were dead in our sin, God showed us mercy by not giving us what we deserve. Today, worship him for the mercy that he has shown you.


God, I don’t deserve you, but because of your mercy, you have saved me from my sin. Thank you.





Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.


EPHESIANS 2:4-5 NIV


When we think about God’s saving grace, we often look back at our past and see what we have been saved from, and we look forward to heaven, where we know that we will spend eternity because of God’s mercy and grace. But tonight, as you meditate on these verses, remind yourself of Christ’s work in your life now.


God’s love isn’t just something that was shown to us two thousand years ago on the cross, and something that we will once again experience when our time on earth expires, his love is for us now, tonight. We are not just in a holding pattern awaiting that glorious day when we will be reunited with him, he is with us now and he has given us life. He has made us alive through Christ.


God, thank you for reminding me that you are with me now. Help me to live the life that comes through Jesus.


What is God doing in your life today?





JANUARY 26


Not Far Away


In Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.


EPHESIANS 2:13 ESV


There’s something special about being near to the people that we care about most. When we are afraid, being near to people that we trust brings a sense of comfort. When we are lonely, we long to be near to our loved ones. There is safety and comfort in being near. Because of Jesus’ work on the cross, we have been brought near to God. We were once far off and separated from him, but after deciding to follow Jesus, we have been brought near to him.


Today, as you go throughout your day, remember that God is there with you. He’s with you at work, in your class, in your meeting, sitting with you at lunch, and walking with you wherever you go. No matter what today brings your way, remember that you are not alone. God is with you.


Jesus, thank you that I am not alone. Thank you that though I was once far off, you have brought me near to God.





In Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.


EPHESIANS 2:13 NASB


You’ve been brought near to God. That’s reason to celebrate! You, who were once far off and separated from God because of your sin, have now been brought near to him. You’ve been adopted as his own son or daughter. You’ve been forgiven of your sins and have access to God. What an amazing position to be in.


Remember though, it is not because of who you are or because of what you’ve done that you have this privilege. It is only because of the blood of Jesus that you have been brought near to God. It is because God sent Jesus to do what you could not that you have been forgiven of yours sins. Praise God that he knew that you couldn’t do it on your own. He sent Jesus to make a way for all who would believe!


Thank you, Jesus, for what you accomplished on the cross. It is through your blood that I am brought near to God.


Take some time tonight to think through all the benefits of being near to God.





JANUARY 27


Welcome Home


You are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints, and members of God’s household.


EPHESIANS 2:19 HCSB


Welcome home! These are the words that greet American citizens as they make their way back into the country. Once the Homeland Security officers look through your passport and verify your identity and citizenship, they will stamp your passport and say “Welcome home.” You have returned. In the country you were visiting, you were just that: a visitor. Now, you are home.


As followers of Jesus, we will one day hear the words, “Welcome home.” These words will not be offered to us from a uniformed officer, but from our Heavenly Father. He will welcome us home, into eternity, where our citizenship is verified, not by a passport or birth certificate, but by the blood of Jesus. Through Jesus we are welcomed into heaven and brought into the family of God.


Jesus, I look forward to the day that I will hear “Welcome home.” Until that day comes, help me to live with anticipation and hope.





You are no longer strangers to God and foreigners to heaven, but you are members of God’s very own family, citizens of God’s country, and you belong in God’s household with every other Christian.


EPHESIANS 2:19 TLB


There are so many things to be thankful for in tonight’s verse. Take some time to slowly reread it. It’s filled with the truth that, when we begin to understand its implications, can completely change our identity. So often, we define ourselves by our last name, our group of friends, or our home country. But there’s so much more.


We are citizens of heaven and members of God’s family. We are reminded that these privileges are not ours because of the country that we were born in, the family that we are a part of, the amount of money in our bank accounts, or how many good things we have done. These privileges are available to anyone who follows Jesus. Praise God!


Thank you, God, that I am known by you. Thank you that I am a citizen of heaven and a member of your family! Thank you for making this possible to me and all who would believe.


What if our identity was formed more out of our citizenship in heaven than the citizenship listed on our passport?





JANUARY 28


No Longer


You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.


Walk as children of light.


EPHESIANS 5:8 HCSB


Have you ever heard someone share a testimony of how their life was dramatically transformed when they met Jesus?


They may have shared about how, before they met Jesus, they struggled with addictions that controlled their lives. They may have shared about how they had run-ins with the law. These testimonies are powerful examples of a life that has been brought from darkness to light.


But what if your story is much different? What if your story is that you put your trust in Christ at an early age? Is your testimony any less powerful than the man who struggled with addiction? No! Before Christ, we were all living in sin, separated from God. It is only through Christ that we are forgiven and transformed. No matter what your “darkness” story is, if you have placed your faith in Jesus, you have been transformed and made new. Jesus has brought light to your darkness. Thank him today as you live for him.


Jesus, you have transformed my life from darkness to light! Thank you!





In the past you were full of darkness, but now you are full of light in the Lord. So live like children who belong to the light.


EPHESIANS 5:8 NCV


If you were to write a thank you note to Jesus for his work in your life, what would it include? What would you thank him for? What examples would you give of how your life has changed? How would you describe your thankfulness to him? You have much to be thankful for. It would be worth your time to write him a thank you note.


Even more so, how are you living your new life as a thank you note to him? How are your actions, decisions, and attitude displaying your thankfulness to him? Our verse today tells us that our life has been changed from darkness to light, “So live like children who belong to the light.” The way we live is our opportunity to show not only the change that has happened within us, but also our gratitude to him.
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