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In "The Naturalist on the River Amazons," Henry Walter Bates embarks on an enthralling exploration of the Amazon rainforest, blending vivid descriptions of the landscape with a meticulous examination of its diverse flora and fauna. Written in the mid-19th century, the book captures the fervor of the Victorian era's scientific inquiry, showcasing Bates' masterful, lyrical prose that balances rich narrative with rigorous observation. With an ethnographic lens, he presents not only the biological wonders of the Amazon but also the complexities of the indigenous cultures, crafting a seminal text that intertwines adventure and science within a burgeoning field of natural history. Bates, a dedicated entomologist and a pioneering figure in the study of biodiversity, spent over eleven years in South America. Influenced by the intellectual currents of his time and his friendship with contemporaries like Charles Darwin, Bates aimed to elucidate the mechanisms of natural selection and adaptation within the Amazon's ecosystems. His firsthand experiences and challenges faced during his expeditions lent authenticity and depth to his narrative, forging a deeply personal yet scholarly account of the natural world. I highly recommend "The Naturalist on the River Amazons" to readers with an interest in natural history and adventure literature. Bates' insights into biodiversity, coupled with his engaging storytelling, make this work not only a vital historical document but also a captivating narrative that continues to resonate with contemporary discussions around ecology and conservation.
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In "Nature Near London," Richard Jefferies presents a poignant exploration of the natural world, illuminating the intricate relationship between urban life and the surrounding countryside. This work is characterized by its lyrical prose and keen observational style, reflecting the Victorian preoccupation with nature amidst the encroaching industrialization of the time. Jefferies deftly portrays the beauty and complexity of the English landscape, offering readers a contemplative journey through the flora and fauna that thrive on the periphery of the metropolis. His vivid descriptions serve not only to evoke a sense of place but also to provoke reflections on humanity's connection to the natural world. Richard Jefferies, a noted English nature writer, spent his early life in the rural landscapes of Wiltshire, which deeply influenced his literary vision. His works are often infused with a sense of urgency about the preservation of nature in the face of modernization. Living in an era where urban expansion threatened the tranquility of the countryside, Jefferies was compelled to articulate the beauty of the natural world and advocate for its appreciation, making his observations all the more poignant. "Nature Near London" stands as a timeless tribute to the undying bond between humankind and nature. Readers seeking solace in lyrical observations or insight into the Victorian ethos regarding the environment will find this work particularly resonant. Jefferies' meditative prose invites readers to slow down and reconnect with the beauty that exists just beyond the urban sprawl, making it a profound addition to both nature writing and Victorian literature.
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In "Afoot in England," W. H. Hudson embarks on a lyrical and contemplative exploration of the English landscape through the eyes of a passionate naturalist and keen observer. Richly descriptive prose invites readers into the green tapestry of the English countryside, where Hudson's reflections on nature merge with philosophical musings. This work is not merely a travelogue; it promotes a profound sense of reverence for the natural world and critiques the encroachment of modernity. Positioned within the literary context of the late 19th century, Hudson's narrative resonates with the Romantic tradition while also foreshadowing the burgeoning conservation movement. W. H. Hudson, an Argentine-born writer educated in England, possessed an innate curiosity about botany and ornithology that infuses his narrative. His experiences growing up amidst the flora and fauna of the Pampas eventually led him to England, where he found inspiration in the rural landscapes and wildlife. Hudson's diverse background and education illuminated his observations, intertwining personal significance with broader ecological concerns, making his writings both reflective and socially aware. This book is a must-read for anyone who appreciates the intersections of travel, nature, and literary beauty. Hudson's evocative prose will resonate with readers seeking an immersive experience in the English countryside, offering not only a journey through picturesque settings but also an invitation to reflect on humanity's relationship with nature.
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In "With the Harmony to Labrador," Benjamin La Trobe presents a vivid and engaging narrative that recounts his journey through the rugged terrain of Labrador, weaving together rich descriptions of the natural landscape with reflections on the cultural complexities he encounters. The book captures the essence of exploration literature while employing a lyrical, almost poetic style that immerses the reader in both the awe of nature and the intricacies of human experience. La Trobe's keen observations and detailed accounts of the indigenous populations provide invaluable insights into the socio-cultural dynamics of the region during the 19th century, situating the narrative within a broader context of colonial discourse and environmental literature. Benjamin La Trobe, a prominent traveler and naturalist of his time, was deeply influenced by his interest in the interplay between humanity and the wilderness. His experiences as a natural historian instilled in him a profound appreciation for the landscapes he traversed and the peoples he encountered. This book is a culmination of La Trobe's extensive exploration and reflections, shedding light on both the beauty of the environment and the complexities of cultural encounters. I highly recommend "With the Harmony to Labrador" to readers who are drawn to narratives of exploration and nature. La Trobe's eloquent prose not only documents his journey but also evokes a deeper understanding of the relationship between humanity and the environment, making it a significant contribution to both travel literature and environmental studies.
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Enos A. Mills' "The Spell of the Rockies" serves as a profound homage to the majestic landscape and vibrant ecology of the Rocky Mountains. In this evocative narrative, Mills employs a lyrical prose style infused with rich descriptions that transport readers to the heart of this natural splendor. Capturing both the beauty and the spirituality of the Rockies, Mills deftly intertwines personal anecdote with natural history, making his work a compelling exploration of the human connection to nature during the early 20th century, an era marked by a growing appreciation for wilderness preservation and outdoor adventure. An outspoken advocate for conservation and an early figure in the movement to establish national parks, Enos A. Mills was deeply inspired by his time spent in the Colorado wilderness. As a naturalist, he dedicated his life to exploring and educating others about the importance of preserving the natural world. His passion is palpable throughout the text, reflecting his desire to foster a sense of stewardship in his readers, urging them to appreciate the fragility of these majestic landscapes. This book is highly recommended for nature enthusiasts, environmental scholars, and literary aficionados alike. Mills' heartfelt prose, coupled with his firsthand knowledge of the Rockies, makes "The Spell of the Rockies" not only a pleasurable read but also a crucial reflection on humanity's relationship with the environment, reminding us of the imperative to protect and cherish our natural heritage.
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Deep calm from God enfolds the land;

Light on the mountain top I stand;

How peaceful all, but ah, how grand!



Low lies the bay beneath my feet;

The bergs sail out, a white-winged fleet,

To where the sky and ocean meet.



Their glacier mother sleeps between

Her granite walls. The mountains lean

Above her, trailing skirts of green.



Each ancient brow is raised to heaven:

The snow streams always, tempest-driven,

Like hoary locks, o'er chasms riven



By throes of Earth. But, still as sleep,

No storm disturbs the quiet deep

Where mirrored forms their silence keep.



A heaven of light beneath the sea!

A dream of worlds from shadow free!

A pictured, bright eternity!



The azure domes above, below

(A crystal casket), hold and show,

As precious jewels, gems of snow,



Dark emerald islets, amethyst

Of far horizon, pearls of mist

In pendant clouds, clear icebergs, kissed



By wavelets,—sparkling diamonds rare

Quick flashing through the ambient air.

A ring of mountains, graven fair



In lines of grace, encircles all,

Save where the purple splendors fall

On sky and ocean's bridal-hall.



The yellow river, broad and fleet,

Winds through its velvet meadows sweet—

A chain of gold for jewels meet.



Pours over all the sun's broad ray;

Power, beauty, peace, in one array!

My God, I thank Thee for this day.
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IN the summer of 1879 I was stationed at Fort Wrangell in southeastern Alaska, whence I had come the year before, a green young student fresh from college and seminary—very green and very fresh—to do what I could towards establishing the white man's civilization among the Thlinget Indians. I had very many things to learn and many more to unlearn.

Thither came by the monthly mail steamboat in July to aid and counsel me in my work three men of national reputation—Dr. Henry Kendall of New York; Dr. Aaron L. Lindsley of Portland, Oregon, and Dr. Sheldon Jackson of Denver and the West. Their wives accompanied them and they were to spend a month with us.

Standing a little apart from them as the steamboat drew to the dock, his peering blue eyes already eagerly scanning the islands and mountains, was a lean, sinewy man of forty, with waving, reddish-brown hair and beard, and shoulders slightly stooped. He wore a Scotch cap and a long, gray tweed ulster, which I have always since associated with him, and which seemed the same garment, unsoiled and unchanged, that he wore later on his northern trips. He was introduced as Professor Muir, the Naturalist. A hearty grip of the hand, and we seemed to coalesce at once in a friendship which, to me at least, has been one of the very best things I have known in a life full of blessings. From the first he was the strongest and most attractive of these four fine personalities to me, and I began to recognize him as my Master who was to lead me into enchanting regions of beauty and mystery, which without his aid must forever have remained unseen by the eyes of my soul. I sat at his feet; and at the feet of his spirit I still sit, a student, absorbed, surrendered, as this "priest of Nature's inmost shrine" unfolds to me the secrets of his "mountains of God."
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Near the mouth of the Stickeen—the starting point of the expeditions


Minor excursions culminated in the chartering of the little steamer Cassiar, on which our party, augmented by two or three friends, steamed between the tremendous glaciers and through the columned canyons of the swift Stickeen River through the narrow strip of Alaska's cup-handle to Glenora, in British Columbia, one hundred and fifty miles from the river's mouth. Our captain was Nat. Lane, a grandson of the famous Senator Joseph Lane of Oregon. Stocky, broad-shouldered, muscular, given somewhat to strange oaths and strong liquids, and eying askance our group as we struck the bargain, he was withal a genial, good-natured man, and a splendid river pilot.

Dropping down from Telegraph Creek (so named because it was a principal station of the great projected trans-American and trans-Siberian line of the Western Union, that bubble pricked by Cyrus Field's cable), we tied up at Glenora about noon of a cloudless day.

"Amuse yourselves," said Captain Lane at lunch. "Here we stay till two o'clock to-morrow morning. This gale, blowing from the sea, makes safe steering through the Canyon impossible, unless we take the morning's calm."

I saw Muir's eyes light up with a peculiar meaning as he glanced quickly at me across the table. He knew the leading strings I was in; how those well-meaning D.D.s and their motherly wives thought they had a special mission to suppress all my self-destructive proclivities toward dangerous adventure, and especially to protect me from "that wild Muir" and his hare-brained schemes of mountain climbing.
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