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Physical Characteristics of the Boxer


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Skull: Slightly arched at top, not rounded, flat nor noticeably broad, with the occiput not overly pronounced. The forehead shows a slight indentation between the eyes and forms a distinct stop with the topline of the muzzle. The cheeks should be relatively flat and not bulge.


Eyes: Dark brown in color, not too small, too protruding or too deep-set.


Nose: Broad and black.


Muzzle: Proportionately developed in length, width and depth; blunt, one-third the length of the head from the occiput to the tip of the nose, and two-thirds the width of the skull.


Ears: Set at the highest points of the sides of the skull are cropped, cut rather long and tapering, raised when alert.


Neck: Round, of ample length, muscular and clean without excessive hanging skin (dewlap). The neck has a distinctly marked nape with an elegant arch blending smoothly into the withers.


Body: The chest is of fair width, and the forechest well defined and visible from the side. The brisket is deep, reaching down to the elbows. The ribs, extending far to the rear, are well arched but not barrel shaped. The back is short, straight and muscular and firmly connects the withers to the hindquarters.


Forequarters: The shoulders are long and sloping, close-lying. The upper arm is long, approaching a right angle to the shoulder blade. The forelegs are long, straight. The pastern is strong and distinct, slightly slanting.
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Topline: Smooth, firm and slightly sloping.


Tail: Set high, docked and carried upward.


Hindquarters: The hindquarters are strongly muscled with angulation in balance with that of the forequarters. The thighs are broad and curved. Leg well angulated at the stifle with a clearly defined, well “let down” hock joint.


Color: The colors are fawn and brindle. White markings should be of such distribution as to enhance the dog’s appearance, but may not exceed one-third of the entire coat.


Height: Adult males 22.5 to 25 inches; females 21 to 23.5 inches.


Coat: Short, shiny, lying smooth and tight to the body.


Feet: Compact, turning neither in nor out, with well arched toes.
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Today’s elegant Boxer is light years from the breed’s ancestors who were bred to hunt boars, pigs and deer. The Boxer breed, beloved around the world, excels as a show dog, obedience performance dog and, of course, as a home companion and guard dog.
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Most dog historians acknowledge that the Boxer derives from Bullenbeisser ancestry. These Bullenbeissers, or bull-biters, were hunting dogs, mostly used on pig, boar and deer. Such wild-game expeditions often cost the lives of many dogs, as the hunt was gruesome and grueling for humans and dogs alike—not to mention the boars! Some sources say that these massive medieval dogs had erect ears and huge teeth, which would be used to hold the animal by the nose. It’s probable that hunters were cropping ears the way we do today, since such a custom would be apropos for these hunting dogs.
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Boxers of fine quality are available not only in Germany but also throughout Europe, America and elsewhere. This is Int. Ch. Formula Miller of Norwegian and Canadian origin.
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The name “Boxer” translates from the German as “mutt”: not a very high compliment to the refined breed of dog we recognize today.


Not all generations of dogs have lived in civilized times like our own! It’s always the contention of the living that their times are the most civilized and acceptable of all times in history. The ancestors of our beloved Boxers did not have it so easy. They came about at a time when humans were obsessed with “blood sports.” The baiting of bulls and bears was a mainstream attraction, and dogs that were strong, agile and fearless were needed to win and to keep the paying audience aroused. Fortunately for our friend the Boxer, his ancestors were not ideally suited for this bloody pastime: they were neither agile enough nor small enough to dodge the horns and hooves of the poor captive bull, which passionately was trying to protect itself from the jaws of the dogs. The smaller dogs were quicker and more inclined to fight “head on.” These miniature gladiators (weighing approximately 35 to 55 pounds) would excel in the dog pit, battling fellow canines. The “sport” of dog fighting followed swiftly on the heels of animal baiting. Dog fights became even more in vogue! In some countries today, including such civilized nations as the US, such heinous sporting still goes on, albeit illegally. By the mid-nineteenth century, bull baiting as well as dog fighting were banned in Germany, the Boxer’s homeland.


On a more civilized and utilitarian route, the Boxer’s ancestors were commonly employed as butcher dogs, for their ability to hold a bull and drive the animal into its pen, should it become unruly. The famous reputation of the dog named “Boxl,” used by a butcher in Berlin, is credited for giving the breed its name. The derivation of the word “Boxer” for a pure-bred dog is ironical, since the term “boxl” or “boxel” essentially translates to “mutt!” In 1894, a famous German breeder of Bulldogs, Friedrich Roberth, was the first to coin the name “Boxer” in print. His article, which ran in a local paper, complimented the Boxer for its intelligence and appearance, ranking the dog higher than any of the other breeds Roberth had owned, which were considerable. He acknowledged, however, that his Boxer bitch had a cleft palate and loose shoulder, but otherwise was very impressive to all who met her. He also states that there were no breeders of the German Boxer who were pursuing a serious program, adding that it was rare to get a litter with more than one or two good pups. Roberth’s article concluded with a plea for any established, knowledgeable dog person to initiate a club for the Boxer in Germany. As is the case in the dog world today, a new breed is best established by persons already “in the fancy.” Roberth knew that this was the only viable way for a new breed to take hold in Germany.




PLANNED PAIRINGS


It was only in the 19th century that humans really took notice of the dogs around them, and how they looked, what color they were and how big they were. Dogs all along have been helpmates—some dogs hunted, some killed vermin and some dogs protected property. No one bred the big black dog to the big black bitch because they were both black and big, necessarily. More than likely, humans paired dogs for their abilities. To produce a strong, protective dog, they would mate two dogs with those desirable qualities. Thus were progenerated various dogs with superior abilities.
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The first dog show in which Boxers participated may well have been in Munich, Germany in 1895. Boxers have undergone serious changes since that time and today’s Boxers are much more uniform in terms of size, structure and personality.


Fortunately, the Germans have never been slow to form a committee! Thus, within one year of Roberth’s plea, the Munich Boxer Club was formed in 1895. At the first dog show that allowed Boxers (with an entry of four!), Flocki, owned by G. Muhlbauer of Munich, was the first Boxer to win a class. Roberth and a handful of fanciers began the German Boxer Club later that year, and Roberth was called upon to draft a standard for the breed. A standard is a written description of how an ideal specimen of the breed should appear; such a document, once endorsed by the club, becomes the measuring stick for breeders and judges. The first sentence of this early standard still perfectly describes our Boxer: “The outward appearance should be of a compact, solid, sturdy, powerful and active dog that stands proudly and moves on straight healthy legs.”
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The German Boxer was used for bull-baiting, the same as the British Bulldog, in the 1890s.
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The German Boxer of 1905 showed more prominent Boston Terrier features than modern Boxers display.


This standard was based on the Boxer that was regarded as the best dog around at that time. His name was Flock St. Salvador, and he won the first show for Boxers in 1896. The famous German Boxer magazine, Der Boxer Blatter, was established in 1904 and is still published today.


The dog that would become the most important stud dog in the breed is Ch. Rolf v. Vogelsberg, owned by Philip Stockmann, regarded as “the father of the Boxer.” His wife, equally famous, was Friederun Miriam Stockmann, who continued to make their von Dom kennel famous after Philip’s death. In World War I, the Boxer was fast chosen as a military dog and messenger dog. The Stockmanns provided many Boxers for the military, and the drafted Philip worked as a trainer for the services, leaving Frau Stockmann alone to handle the kennels. The war was claiming most usable Boxers for sentry and guard duty against snipers. Among the first dogs selected were the able and proven Boxer champions, given the breed’s robustness and athletic ability. According to German Kennel Club regulations, the title of champion also required the dog to be of fit, working ability, so champions were the obvious first choice as they were already versed in Schutzhund or similar-type obedience training. Many of the dogs that served in the military died in service, including hundreds of family pets. Rolf von Vogelsberg proved his worth as a war dog, and lived to tell about it (he also sired a couple of litters during the course of the war!). As a show dog, he was undefeated and secured five championships (the last of which was won after the war).


Shortly after the war, the Stockmanns’ reputation for excellent Boxers was far-reaching, and many wealthy Americans sought German-bred Boxers to improve their breeding programs. Frau Stockmann, who had endured many hardships with the war and had little money to keep her kennel running, was forced to sell some of her best dogs, not the least of which was Ch. Sigurd von Dom, one of her most promising stud dogs, followed by the great Ch. Lustig von Dom, considered to be the most influential Boxer of all time. It was the Tulgey Wood Kennels in America that purchased Lustig, and this line would eventually yield the greatest show dog of all time, Ch. Bang Away of Sirrah Crest, a dog that is still regarded today as the ultimate Boxer.




MILITARY DOGS


Boxers have been used as military dogs since World War I. Their roles have been numerous. The dogs served as sentries, guards, mine detectors, rescuers of wounded soldiers and carriers of food and medicine.





[image: image]


The early German Boxers in the 1900s were characterized by this famous photo of Dr. Grete Maria Ehrenstein, a famous Viennese beauty, and her dog. Note that the dogs’ ears were cropped even then!


World War II reduced Frau Stockmann to desperate measures, even though her Boxers were among the dogs deemed worthy to be fed. The German government designated which breeds, based on their utility, were cost-effective to sustain. The Boxer was the number-two breed selected, on the heels of the German Shepherd Dog. Frau Stockmann trained dogs for messenger service, which required that the dogs perform under the “distraction” of gunfire. The Boxer proved particularly adept, not surprisingly. American troops stationed in Germany greatly admired the Boxer, and many drab-green passers-by told the Frau that the Boxer was the number-one breed in America. Frau Stockmann relished hearing about the Boxer’s popularity in America, knowing that her beloved breed would continue worldwide years after she was gone.
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The German Boxer of 1903 was a robust, athletic dog.
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The expression of a good Boxer should be proud and alert.


A few years later, Frau Stockmann was invited to the United States, where she judged the breed and was gifted with dogs by some of America’s top breeders. While in the States, she also had the opportunity to judge the three-month-old Bang Away of Sirrah Crest. She awarded him Best Puppy in Match, over 110 puppies, and referred to him as “Little Lustig.” Her eye for a dog was never more precise, as Bang Away would go on to earn a record-breaking 121 Best in Show awards, including the famous Westminster Kennel Club.


THE BOXER IN THE UNITED KINGDOM


Philip Stockmann, the famous German breeder of Boxers, fretted over the breed’s name in his book My Life with Boxers. He bemoaned that this valiant German dog has an English name! The Boxer, we must admit, does have ties to the United Kingdom, and there’s more than a little Bulldog in the Boxer’s blood.


The first imported Boxer arrived in Britain in 1933, when it was registered with The Kennel Club. In 1939, the first champion was recorded: Eng. Ch. Horsa of Leith Hill, bred by Mrs. D. Sprig, the first secretary of the British Boxer Club, which was founded three years earlier in 1936. Despite Horsa’s accomplishment, he would have no lasting influence on the Boxer breed in England, as the breed remained in relative obscurity until after World War II.


From 1936 to 1953, Allon Dawson of the Stainburndorf prefix imported many Boxers into Britain from Germany, Holland and the US, the most important of which was Ch. Zunftig von Dom, son of Lustig, bred by the Stockmanns. Although Zunftig was in England only a short time before being sent to the US, he was able to sire the great Zulu, who was to become a profound influence on the British Boxer. Another fabulous German import from the Stockmanns was Frohlich von Dom, at the time considered the best import from Germany. From America, Dawson received excellent dogs from Mazelaine and Sirrah Crest, two of the most influential kennels in the States.




WHAT IS SCHUTZHUND?


In the German language, Schutzhund translates to “protection dog.” Many of the working dogs of Germany, the Boxer, Doberman Pinscher, Rottweiler and German Shepherd Dog, are trained in Schutzhund. Developed at the turn of the 20th century, Schutzhund includes not only protection training but also tracking and obedience. One of the principles of Schutzhund is that dogs must bark before they bite, and they are taught to seize and hold an opponent without actually tearing his limbs apart. Protection training for dogs utilizes a sleeve that the dog is taught to grasp and hold.
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A lovely modern British Boxer shows off his flashy markings.


Panfield Serenade, owned by Elizabeth Montgomery-Somerfield, was the first bitch champion with The Kennel Club. Serenade was a granddaughter of Lustig. Pat Withers of the Witherford prefix also produced marvelous show dogs, including a line of four generations of champions. Her most famous dog is Int. Ch. Witherford’s Hot Chestnut, who goes back to Collo von Dom, bred by Frau Stockmann. No matter which country you visit, the von Dom kennel influence is always present, a lasting tribute to the great Frau Stockmann.
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Many prominent British kennels have imported Boxers from American breeders in an effort to give their dogs more flash and substance.


The American influence on the Boxer in Britain can be traced to the country’s respect for John P. Wagner, who visited England in the 1950s. Wagner was the proprietor of the famed Mazelaine Kennels, one of the largest Boxer establishments ever. The “flashiness” of the Boxer, ignited by the white blaze on the head, chest and feet, is associated with many famous American show dogs. The solid-colored fawn dogs, exemplary of the English Boxer tradition, were losing favor to the flashier American type. Eng. Ch. Seefeld’s Picasso, bred by Pat Heath, is a fine example of a flashy Boxer who won grandly in the UK (acquiring some 24 Challenge Certificates).


Among other pioneers who paraded flashy Boxers was Charles Walker of the Lynpine Kennels, whose dogs trace back to Hot Chestnut (and therefore Frau Stockmann). Walker also introduced many great Dutch Boxers into his British bloodlines. The Newlaithe Boxers, owned by Christine and Patrick Beardsell, trace back to Frohlich von Dom. This kennel has also imported some flashy American Boxers from the Jacquet Kennels.
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The Boxer in the US possesses a stylish head, with elegant lines, flashy markings and good padding. This Jacquet dog well illustrates what’s desired in the ideal Boxer head.
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The next generation of Boxer champions. American breeders are among the most dedicated of Boxer fanciers around the world. Indeed, thanks to these folk, the 21st-century Boxer has become an “American breed.”


BOXERS IN THE UNITED STATES


The Boxer, whose humble beginnings in Germany as a “mongrel” boar hunter, would rise to great fame around the world, not the least of which was in the US American breeders have had significant influence on the breed in many countries, with many imports sent to establish new bloodlines and to set the type of the “definitive show Boxer.” The American dog scene has never recovered from the explosion of Bang Away in the 1950s. This likeable showman of a Boxer was featured on the cover of dog magazines and sports magazines alike! He paved the way for other show dogs to pursue astronomical heights in the ring. Although Bang Away’s record of 121 Bests in Show has been topped by many great show dogs in this day of modern travel and red-hot competition in the dog world, it has still not been topped by a Boxer! When Bang Away won the Westminster Kennel Club (WKC) show at Madison Square Garden in 1951, the breed was the top dog in registrations with the American Kennel Club. (Today the Boxer ranks in the top twenty, but rarely higher than ten.) Bang Away’s Boxer predecessor as Westminster victor was Ch. Warlord of Mazelaine, bred by John P. Wagner and owned by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kettles; his successor for the crown was Ch. Arriba’s Prima Donna, bred by Theodore S. Fickes, DVM.




ABC IN THE USA


The American Boxer Club, Inc., known as the ABC, has held a national specialty every year since 1936. The early years of the Boxer fancy in the US was dominated by great German imports, and the first winner of the specialty was Ch. Corso v. Uracher Wasserfall Se Sumbula, bred by Karl Walz of Germany. Entries at the first shows only drew around 50 dogs to compete; in time the show would attract over 400 Boxers.





The American Boxer Club (ABC) was established in 1936, the same year that the Germans first organized their club. The ABC held its first specialty show that same year and it was won by Ch. Corso v. Uracher Wasserfall se Sumbula, bred by Karl Walz of Germany. Among the breed greats to win this Boxer showdown were Ch. Warlord of Mazelaine and Ch. Bang Away of Sirrah Crest, who both also won WKC; Ch. Baroque of Quality Hill; Ch. Treceder’s Painted Lady; Ch. Salgray’s Fashion Plate; Ch. Arriba’s Prima Donna, also a WKC BIS winner; Ch. Scher-Khoun Shadrack of the famous Canadian kennel owned by Ben de Boer; Ch. Wagner Wilverday Famous Amos, a four-time victor; and Ch. Kiebla’s Tradition of Tu-Ro, a three-time victor (and three-time runner-up as Best of Opposite Sex). This list of greats fairly represents the best breeding in the US and the progeny of these great dogs produced magnificently in the States and elsewhere.
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BOXERS SERVING


The Boxer has been used in more areas of service to humankind than almost any other breed. Here are ten important areas that the breed has served:


1. Wartime and military work.


2. Police assistance and demonstrations.


3. Guides for the blind.


4. Hearing dogs for the deaf.


5. Arson and bomb detection.


6. Drug and substance detection.


7. Guard dogs for businesses and residences.


8. Search and rescue/avalanche and earthquake work.


9. Therapy dogs for hospitals.


10. Cancer detection.





While Best of Breed at the national specialty is the most talked about ABC award in the fancy, the parent club also presents an annual award for Breeder of the Year and Kennel Finishing the Most Champions. Long-time breeder, Richard Tomita accepted both of these awards for many consecutive years for the Jacquet Kennels, which are located in Oakland, New Jersey. Mr. Tomita has bred or co-bred over 200 American Kennel Club champions, including a handful of Best in Show winners, in addition to hundreds of international champions. Since its inception in 1971, the Jacquet Kennel family, including the many friends who have begun kennels with Jacquet stock, grows every year to include newcomers to the dog fancy plus many proud pet owners. Among the top show dogs and producers over the past three decades are: Ch. Happy Ours Fortune de Jacquet, who produced 35 AKC champions and over 60 international champions; Ch. Jacquet’s Garnier; BIS Ch. Jacquet’s Fleur de Lys, who produced three BIS sons in Ch. Kojak Von San Semo, Ch. Arrow’s Sky High and Int. Ch. Jacquet’s Urko; Int. Ch. Novarese; Ch. Jacquet’s Bravo of Goldfield; Ch. Jacquet’s Cambridge Fortune; Ch. Jacquet Jacquet’s Agassiz; and so many others.
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The “definitive show Boxer” rules the conformation rings in the US.


THE BOXER IN CANADA AND BEYOND


The Boxer in Canada was first recognized in 1934, and the first registered dog was Anthony Adverse of Barmere, owned by Marion Young (Breed), who purchased Sigurd von Dom from Frau Stockmann. The American dog scene has always had great impact on the Canadian dog world, given the size of the US, its proximity and the open border between the two nations. Among the pioneer Canadian kennels, there are Quality, Allison, Blossomlea, Haviland and Malabar. The Boxer Club of Canada was formed in 1947, after the first club, the Western Boxer Club, disbanded the previous year. Among the nation’s most famous Boxers is Int. Ch. Millan’s Fashion Hint, out of Salgray bloodlines, who sired over 100 champions, including his world-renowned son Int. Ch. Scher-Khoun’s Shadrack, also the sire of over 100 champions. Fashion Hint was bred and owned by Michael Millan. Among the top-producing kennels in Canada, there are Ajay, Bellcrest, Blossomlea, Chardepado, Diamondaire, Fisher, Gaylord, Glencotta, Golden Haze, Haviland, Jaegerhouse, Memory-lane, Mephisto, Millan, Pinepath, Rodonna, Scher-Khoun, Shadow-dale, Starview, Trimanor and Verwood, each of which has produced no fewer than 20 champions. Leading this prestigious pack is Haviland, which has produced about three times more than any other, totaling over 150 champions.


In Holland, the Boxer scene is lead off by Piet van Melis, whose observations about England and the Continent are valuable: “In England, there is far less difference between the dogs because judges and breeders are looking more for the overall quality of the dog. In European countries, the head of the Boxer is of the highest importance, then comes the body, and movement is the last to be looked at.” Despite Germany’s stronghold on the Boxer breed, Holland has produced many excellent dogs, not the least of which is Mr. van Melis’s Int. Ch. Casper van Worikben.
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