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Introduction 

Astrology is able to reflect the living, changing reality that we are all living as real, multi-dimensional people, and that each component of a chart embodies a range of potential, not a set of one-dimensional behaviors. The natal chart, while it is fixed in time, reveals a path of infinite growth, not a set of finite personality stereotypes. All definitions and techniques in this book will be presented with this idea in mind. 

You’ve heard the declarative statements and definitive personality traits of the Sun signs, such as Geminis are fickle, Cancers love children, and Virgos are fussy. 

Debunking and unpacking those stereotypes is at the heart of the purpose of this book. Astrology’s best use is not to define and limit but to allow us to know and fulfill our potential, remove internal roadblocks, and even to heal our wounds. Inherent in human nature is the potential to evolve, and good astrology focuses on that potential, revealing the path toward evolution. A natal chart is less a set of definite personality traits and more a map to living life at your maximum potential, fulfilling the unique needs and gifts you bring to it. 

This book approaches astrology from a psychological and symbolic point of view. You will learn to think more psychologically as you use the techniques and definitions in 

this book because you will have to think beyond stereotypical sign behaviors and think more about their motivations. Rather than assuming that all Geminis talk a lot or all Leos want to be the center of attention, you’ll come to understand why that may or may not always be true. 

Psychologist Carl Jung said that “when an inner situation is not made conscious, it appears outside, as fate.” Many people reject astrology because they do not like the idea that their personality or future has been predetermined, robbing them of their free will to act. However, astrology can comfortably encompass both the ideas of fate and free will, and modern astrology looks much less favorably on the fateful, rigid definitions that ancient astrology favored. 

Fate can be defined as something inevitable or set in stone, traits or circumstances that are beyond our control. The planetary motion of the heavens is predictable and happens on its own, which is fateful. That you were born while the Sun was in a certain place in the sky is permanent and unchangeable, yet understanding what that means about you and how you can respond to that energy flowing inside of you is in your control and you can act according to conscious choices and personal free will. In working within your natal chart, you can become more aware of your potential and therefore make choices that move you toward wholeness, keeping you in touch with your true self and making it less likely you’ll feel a victim of fate. The standard astrological stereotypes may reflect your life less accurately the more you become conscious of and embody your true self, while learning to respond creatively to and with your natal chart. 

Don’t think of your natal chart as an instructional manual, but as your own personal myth—to work with, live through, and also livebeyond. Your natal chart can be thought of as your toolbox for this lifetime. In it are sturdy, reliable tools that you can use to build your life, but learning to use those tools properly and to their full potential is the key to building the life you want. A hammer is a tool, but you can use it to build a house or smash your own thumb. It is helpful to think of your natal chart as what you are becoming and creating, in addition to what you already are. 

beyond sun signs and horoscopes 

While there are many theories, no one can say definitively why astrology works. 

Astrologers tend to abide by the axiom “as above, so below,” meaning that what we see reflected in the heavens, we also see symbolically on Earth. This book is written from the perspective that the movement of the heavens is reflective of or synchronous with events on Earth, not that planetary movement causes anything. Your natal chart does not cause you to behave the way you do or think the way you do, but simply provides insight into your inner workings. 

You may have come to astrology by way of reading your horoscope now and then and having it pique your interest. A horoscope that you might read in a newspaper, magazine, or book or on a website is a short interpretation of what might happen in your life during a given time (typically a day, week, month, or year) based on your sign, or, to be more specific, your Sun sign. When you ask someone what their sign is, 

you are actually asking them what their Sun sign is, which is determined by the sign the Sun was traveling through on the date of your birth. If you are a Cancer, for instance, your birthday falls in late June or early to mid July, when the Sun travels through the sign of Cancer every year. All of the other planets were also in a particular sign when you were born, but Sun signs are the most widely known. 

Most people don’t realize that horoscopes are just one aspect of astrology, and are often a poor representation. The term horoscope has been popularized to mean the brief descriptive paragraphs that you find in a daily newspaper, monthly magazine, Sun sign almanac, or website that attempt to forecast what your day, week, month, or year will be like and what events will unfold. The actual definition of a horoscope, however, is an entire astrological chart that depicts the planets placed in signs and houses, and is what you will study in this book. To avoid confusion, the terms chart or natal chart will be used when discussing the entirety of an astrological chart. 

Horoscopes vary as much as the people writing them. Astrological symbols have essential core meanings, but those meanings are open to interpretation depending on someone’s point of view, experiences, and astrological knowledge. If you are a Cancer, you might get one message from one Cancer horoscope and a different message from another horoscope from a different source. Assuming that qualified astrologers wrote both horoscopes and both horoscopes were written for your sign, one is not necessarily more correct than the other, as each is an interpretation of a variety of celestial events that might be happening and relevant to Cancers. 

Sun sign horoscopes can be a form of “diluted” astrology because they are based only on your Sun sign and make assumptions about (or ignore) the rest of your chart in order to make one size fit all. A criticism most people have about astrology is that it lumps everyone on the planet into twelve categories, which seems too limited to account for human diversity. What are the chances that every Cancer is having exactly the same experiences on a given day? Slim to none. The value of horoscopes lies mostly in attracting people to astrology due to their “entertainment value”—a disclaimer that is often used to excuse the all-too-likely possibility that a horoscope might not come true. These horoscopes are limited, and are more useful in their capacity as a thought for the day rather than something to live your life by. One could say they are astrology’s poetry. 

Popular astrology, such as canned sign definitions, computer-generated astrology reports, and Sun sign horoscopes, is often ineffective because they are one person’s interpretation, fixed and unchanging, which many people unfamiliar with astrology’s complexity will then read and consider to be the definitive statement about any particular component of astrology. Astrology itself is fluid. Just like a group of one hundred words could be used to make an infinite variety of sentences and stories, the keywords of astrology are not all there is to astrology; the sum is greater than its parts. As we dip our toe into the Cancer experience, for example, we interact with it; it is alive and we respond creatively to it and within it. All you can do with a rote interpretation is accept it or reject it because it doesn’t reveal its essence; it is pre-

distilled and fed to you in short, shallow nuggets of interpretation. That is not self-knowledge or self-exploration, but self-definition and self-categorization. 

Astrology is a symbolic language of life. Symbols lose their efficacy when their fluid, multifaceted, living nature is pinned down into one solid, unchanging form. When the symbolic is made literal, it becomes flat, dull, and lifeless. Mistaking a manifestation of a symbol for the symbol itself misses the point. The symbol is a rich, deep well from which manifestations of that symbol can be drawn. Its representations are each reflections of that essence, not the essence itself. Like Plato’s Forms or Jung’s archetypes, we draw from that well when we participate in and embody those energies, but when we try to make a symbol literal, it becomes flat, two-dimensional, and inflexible. Astrology as a fixed, literal tool of definition and prediction fails too often when applied to an individual who cannot be reduced to a collection of rigid personality traits. 

Even if you had a natal chart that was identical to someone else’s (and you very well may), that person would not necessarily live as you do, have the same experiences as you, or make the same choices as you in every case. Astrologer Elizabeth Rose Campbell said it well: “The car is the same, but the driver is different.” 

Instead, the natal chart is your constant companion, a guide to consult when you are feeling lost and when you want to remember who you are at the core. It doesn’t reveal everything, but it reveals the important things: the creative building blocks of you. It is a symbol from which your life can spring, renewed, at any and every moment in which you draw breath. 

A natal chart interpretation should facilitate soul-making and soul-expression, not replace it with definitions of the limitations of what a person is, as if astrology can even see that. Instead of defining the branches, we peer at and nurture the root, so the person can use it to grow. 

how to use this book 

This book is not a smorgasbord of astrology. You will not find a single word about a sign’s signature flower, gemstone, favorite color, or average shoe size in this book. 

Only the essential meanings of the signs, planets, houses, and aspects, simply but deeply defined, are present, not flaky keywords and stereotypes that contain no personalized meaning. You will also learn how to quickly get into the nitty-gritty of interpreting a chart with skill and insight. You will find out how to get to the deepest layers of a natal chart, and bring what is most essential and meaningful to the surface. 

Many valuable and interesting topics branch out from these essentials, such as the study of asteroids, comets, fixed stars, decanates, or transits and progressions. All of these topics are worthy of further study and can enrich your knowledge and application of astrology, but they all build off of an understanding of the essentials of natal astrology. 

You’ll want to have a copy of your birth chart on hand while you read this book. To have a complete and accurate calculation of your natal chart, you will need to know 

your birth date, place of birth, and the exact time of your birth. In most cases, the most challenging birth data to identify is the exact birth time. In the last few decades, birth times have been documented more regularly on the birth certificate, and your birth certificate will likely be the most reliable source for an accurate birth time. If you do not have a copy of your birth certificate, it’s a good idea to obtain one! See the resources at the end of this book for suggestions on how to get a copy of your birth certificate and how to get a copy of your natal chart if you don’t already have one. 

If your birth certificate does not list your birth time, look for any other document on which it might have been recorded, such as an old family bible, family tree, baby book, or photo album. After searching documents, asking relatives is your next best bet. It’s important to try to find the birth time documented first, since relatives, even Mom or Dad, can be mistaken. 

If after all efforts you are unable to obtain your birth time, there is one other option known as chart rectification. This process involves gathering the dates of a number of significant experiences in your life and using them to trace backward, in a manner of speaking, to arrive at your likely birth time. It is not a simple process and has a margin of error, so it’s not a good substitute for exhausting all other efforts to find your exact birth time. If you do pursue rectification, it can be very useful to have at least a vague idea of your birth time, such as “in the morning” or “after your dad got off work,” or 

“in the wee hours.” These statements can help narrow down the possibilities for an astrologer to rectify your natal chart. 

Chart rectification must be performed by a highly skilled and experienced astrologer to yield the best results, as rectification is a very detailed and complicated process with a high margin for error in inexperienced hands. Because of this, not all astrologers offer chart rectification. 

If you cannot find your birth time and rectification is not an option, don’t despair. 

Your full birth date will map your planets and signs (without the houses) accurately enough, with the exception of the Moon. The Moon moves rapidly and changes signs roughly every two and a quarter days; therefore, the odds of the Moon having moved into another sign sometime on your birth date is higher than for the other planets. 

When calculating your birth chart on a website or in a program, a default birth time will likely be required. Using noon is a good default if you don’t know the exact time. 

The location of the planets in their signs will not change much, if at all, as long as you have the correct day of birth. The Moon is, again, the exception. If you calculate your chart using a default noon birth time and find that the Moon in the chart has just entered or is about to leave a sign, then it’s impossible to know your natal Moon sign without a birth time.1 

Chart calculation by hand is an interesting and admirable skill, but is not covered in this book. Accurate astrological software or websites can calculate your natal chart for you, but chart calculation is a process that has many opportunities for inaccuracies to creep in, so be sure to use a reliable program or website to calculate your natal chart. 

When in doubt, use more than one source to confirm the accuracy. Software and website suggestions are in the back of this book. 

As you will soon see while reading this book, astrology is a powerful tool for insight into anyone’s personality. Just as it has been deemed unethical for psychologists to talk about their private client sessions or doctors to reveal medical conditions of their patients without consent, it is also considered, in the astrological community, unethical to read a person’s chart without their permission. The sensitive nature of what can be revealed, even with people who don’t give credence to astrology, can be a violation of trust, especially in an age where information is becoming almost more valuable than money. 

There are exceptions, of course, such as a parent reading their own child’s chart, or reading the chart of a public figure, but it is always best to get permission before looking at another’s chart, especially if you intend to share information about it with others. 

[contents] 

1. There are other methods (such as a solar chart) available that attempt to map the houses with no birth time. However, it is this astrologer’s opinion that the inaccuracies inherent in such methods render these methods ineffective for placing the planets in their houses. 



Section One 

The History and 

Astronomy of Astrology 






Chapter 1 

The History of Astrology 


what is astrology? 

Astrology is the study of the planets, stars, and other heavenly bodies based on the idea that they symbolically reflect (not cause) human personalities and affairs. 

Astrology has been called a language of symbols. Just like each letter of our alphabet has its own sound or set of sounds, each astrological symbol has a meaning or set of meanings. Just as we put letters of the alphabet together to form words, we can put astrological symbols together to form more nuanced and complex meanings. 

Central to astrology is the concept of something or someone beginning. Whether it’s an event, a country, or a person, it has a birth. Looking to the placement of certain planetary bodies at the moment of birth forms the astrology chart. A natal chart, or birth chart, usually refers specifically to the birth of an individual. Defining a distinct 

beginning can be difficult. When does something begin—when the idea was conceived or when the form took its final shape? While there is a branch of astrology that studies the prenatal condition, a natal chart is constructed based on the moment when something took independent form, as opposed to conception. 

a brief history 

Astrology has been applied throughout the ages with different philosophical concepts driving it. Initially it was used as a form of divination, to determine the future and divine the will of the gods. Through further development and merging of different cultures, astrology developed into a more complex system. After a lengthy and prestigious reign, astrology’s popularity died down and was looked on negatively in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, before it found its way back into the public’s interest and imagination. 

Theosophists like Alan Leo tried to simplify astrology to be more easily accessible and understood by the general public. The focus of astrology also shifted from divination to character interpretation (Leo’s motto was “Character is destiny”). Astrologers such as Dane Rudhyar and Marc Edmund Jones carried it further into psychological interpretations as psychology gained popularity, and even the respected psychologist Carl Jung studied astrology, coining the term synchronicity as an expression of what astrology is built on: a correlation of seemingly unconnected events that happen simultaneously. 

Popular Sun sign columns made astrology more accessible and are still what mainstream astrology focuses on today, although most people don’t realize the depth contained within astrology because of this trend. Astrology is a system that has proven its ability to adapt to its users and to the current zeitgeist, with a long and diverse tradition to draw from. 

[contents] 






Chapter 2 

The Astronomy 


of Astrology 

astronomy vs. astrology 

Both astronomy and astrology encompass the study of the stars and planets but for different purposes and with different methods. For most of history they were joined; astronomers were astrologers and vice versa. Much of what we know about astronomy today was discovered and studied by astrologers, because the two disciplines were relatively inseparable for much of history. 

tropical astrology 

Astrology is the broad heading for a diverse arena of systems and techniques that have developed over time all over the world. While the basic idea is the same, the methods in which this idea is carried out can vary. Tropical astrology, which is sometimes called Western astrology, is used widely and is the approach used in this book. Tropical astrology divides the sky into twelve equally sized signs, beginning with Aries as the first sign. Aries starts at the point of the March equinox, one of the two times of the year when the Sun is aligned with the earth’s equator, and the earth’s axial tilt is pointed neither away from or toward the Sun. The March equinox is one of the two dates each year when the day and night are of equal length. The two equinoxes mark the beginning point of Aries and the beginning point of its opposite sign, Libra. The two solstices, when the Sun reaches its highest or lowest point relative to the equator, mark the points of Cancer and Capricorn, respectively.2 

[contents] 

2. The tropical astrological system is based on the earth’s relationship to the Sun as it moves through the sky, not the relatively fixed points of the constellation of the same name. The signs and constellations may share a name in Western culture, but they do not align perfectly with each other in the sky due to a phenomenon known as axial precession, more commonly referred to as the precession of the equinoxes. See the glossary for more information. 






Chapter 3 

The Natal Chart Map 


When you begin a journey, you need a map. In the case of your astrological journey, that map is your birth chart, or natal chart. A natal chart is essentially a simplified map of the heavens at the moment of your birth, as it would look from your birthplace, a sort of freeze-frame snapshot. The location of the Sun, Moon, and the planets are shown two-dimensionally in a chart. The earth is not placed in the chart because it is in the center. While it has been known for centuries that the planets revolve around the Sun and not the earth, astrology originated before this was common knowledge and is based on observation from the vantage point of Earth. Most astrological traditions operate from a geocentric (Earth-centered) point of view, perhaps because it is subjective experience, not detached observation, that makes astrology meaningful and personal. Even now, astrology is all about the observer, and at least from this perspective, the universe really does revolve around you! 

The astronomy of a natal chart is fascinating and complex. The conveniences of accurate computer-program calculation of charts have made it easier than ever to create a natal chart in seconds. While you do not need to know how to perform the calculations to interpret a natal chart, knowing a few foundational concepts will help you understand the basics of how the three-dimensional sky is translated into a two-dimensional map. 

three-dimensional astrology 



Imagine looking out at the night sky. We know that the universe around us seems infinite in every direction and that the pinpoints of light we see are heavenly bodies that are tremendous and varied distances away from the earth. However, visually speaking, it appears that the velvet black backdrop that is the sky has been decorated with diamonds. This backdrop is referred to as the celestial sphere, and it is against this backdrop that we project the zodiac and other divisions of space used to organize an astrology chart (Figure 1).  



Figure 1: The Celestial Sphere and Great Circles 

An imaginary line drawn through the earth is called a great circle. Rather than seeing this as a simple line, think of this division as a plane, slicing through the earth and out into space, like a magician’s blade appears to slice through a trusting assistant when performing the illusion of cutting someone in half in the magic box. 

To keep things simple, we’ll focus on three great circles that are most relevant to the creation of the natal chart map: the ecliptic, the horizon, and the meridian. These planes run through the center of the earth and out into the celestial sphere at different angles. 

The ecliptic marks the Sun’s apparent path against the starry constellations through the year (just imagine that you could still see the stars despite the bright sunlight). 

The twelve signs encircle the earth along this path, known as the band of the zodiac. 

The zodiac band is made up of the twelve signs, sections of sky equally spaced around the circle, from Aries to Pisces in a fixed order. 

The horizon divides the earth and heavens into the northern and southern hemispheres. The true or rational horizon runs through the center of the earth and is what is used in chart calculation. 

While the horizon divides the earth horizontally, the meridian at your birth location divides the earth and sky vertically, dividing the earth and heavens into eastern and western hemispheres. 





The intersections of these circles determine important points in the natal chart. 

Where the ecliptic and the horizon intersect determine the Ascendant and Descendant in a natal chart. The intersections of the ecliptic and the meridian determine the Medium Coeli and Imum Coeli. In astrological practice, these intersecting points are more commonly called the Midheaven and the Nadir.3 

Although it is the earth that spins, the signs of the zodiac appear to spin around us, each one rising and setting in succession. Because the earth spins on its axis roughly once every twenty-four-hour day, all twelve signs rise and set every day. The sign that was rising over the eastern horizon at the moment and location of your birth is known as your rising sign, or Ascendant,4 and the sign that was setting at the same time and place is your Descendant. The planets, Sun, and Moon all appear to move around us in the same fashion, rising over the eastern horizon and setting over the western horizon throughout the day, carried along with the signs as they appear to rise and set in rotation. 

two-dimensional astrology 

An astrology chart is typically drawn as a circle (Figure 2).  



Figure 2: The Blank Astrology Chart 



Figure 3: The Zodiac Band 

signs 





The zodiac band containing the twelve signs is set around the outside of the circle, with the sign that was rising set at the left (Figure 3).  



Figure 4: The Sun Placed within the Boundaries of the Sign of Pisces; Planets, Yet Unlabeled, Dot the Circle 

planets 

Planets may appear anywhere in this circle, according to the sign they were in at the time of your birth. The planets appear to move around the earth as they orbit the Sun and fall within the boundaries of a sign at any given point in their orbit. For instance, when you were born, perhaps the Sun could be seen when looking out into the section of sky we call Pisces. That means that the Sun would appear against the backdrop of the celestial sphere in the section of the ecliptic designated as Pisces (Figure 4).  



Figure 5: The Sun Placed within the Boundaries of the Sign of Pisces and also within the Boundaries of the Eleventh House 

houses 

A natal chart is divided through the center into twelve houses, like pieces of a pie 

(Figure 5). The houses are numbered 1–12, starting with the first house on the left and ending with the twelfth house, and consecutively numbered in counterclockwise fashion around the chart. House and sign boundaries are called cusps. As you can see, the planets in figure 4 have not moved, but the houses have appeared over the top. 

Houses overlay the circle of the chart and therefore “house” the planets and signs 



within their boundaries.5 Sign boundaries and house boundaries do not always align, so think of them independently. 



Figure 6: The Great Circles and Angles Represented in the Natal Chart angles 

The house divisions stem from the meridian and horizon circles mentioned previously. The four points at which these two great circles intersect the ecliptic mark an angle (Figure 6). The angle called the Ascendant (or ASC) is the first house cusp, the angle called the Imum Coeli (or IC) is the fourth house cusp, the angle called the Descendant (or DSC) is the seventh house cusp, and the angle called the Medium Coeli (or MC) is the tenth house cusp, with all other houses falling in between. Planets above the horizon in the chart are planets that were actually visible in the sky at a person’s time of birth. Planets below the horizon in the chart are planets that were not visible and were beneath our viewpoint at the time and place of birth. 

Unlike the signs, the houses are not all necessarily the same size; each house’s beginning location is derived from the earthly time and location of your birth rather than distributed evenly across the sky. A chart is sometimes referred to as a “wheel” 

because it is round and the lines drawn through the center of the chart that mark the house boundaries are reminiscent of spokes. 

The houses will always be in numerical order, but their individual size and the signs nearby will appear differently for someone born in a different location. If we see the Moon in Taurus in the fourth house in a natal chart, it tells us that at the time of this person’s birth, the sign of Taurus was under the earth, and the Moon was in that Taurus section of sky—again, under the earth, as defined from our specific birth location. For someone born at the same moment elsewhere on the planet, Taurus, and the Moon, may be high in the sky, and in the tenth house of the natal chart of that person. 

astrology’s glyphs 

If astrology is a language, then glyphs are its shorthand. Each planet and sign has its own symbol to represent it (as shown in the sign band in the previous examples). 

These symbols, called glyphs, are a convenient way to organize the names of all of astrology’s components neatly into a chart wheel. Becoming familiar with and 

















































eventually memorizing the glyphs will help you sight-read any chart. Every planet, sign, and aspect has a glyph to represent it. The houses use glyphs you are already familiar with: the numbers 1–12. You will learn about aspects later. 

Planets 

Sun 

Moon 

Mercury 

Venus 

Mars 

Jupiter 

Saturn 

Uranus 

Neptune 

Pluto (or  ) 

Signs 

Aries 

Taurus 

Gemini 

Cancer 

Leo 

Virgo 

Libra 

Scorpio 

Sagittarius 

Capricorn 

Aquarius 

Pisces 

Aspects 

Conjunction 











Sextile 

Square 

Trine 

Opposition 

degrees 

To more precisely note the location of a planet in a natal chart, degrees are used. 

Planets are not just placed in their signs in our natal chart map, but are also accompanied by notations that show at what degree a planet was located at the time of birth. It is not enough to know that Jupiter was traveling through Libra at the moment of birth, but how far into Libra? Beginning? Middle? 

Since the sky is represented by a circle (the natal chart), and the signs lie along the edge of that circle, the degrees derive from the signs. A circle is measured as 360 

degrees. Each sign is 30 degrees wide (or 1⁄12th of that circle), and there are 12 signs (12 signs x 30 degrees = 360 degrees). Planets and house cusps are assigned a numerical degree depending on where they fall within a sign. 



Figure 7: The Sun Isolated in the Natal Chart, Now Labeled with Degrees, Minutes, and Sign Glyph 

In Figure 7,  we see that the Sun is 20 degrees into the sign of Leo. You can see the degree symbol (°) following the 20. 

Just as a day is divided into hours, and hours into minutes, degrees are divided in the same way. There are 60 minutes in a degree, just as in an hour. The Sun’s position at 20 degrees of Leo also shows a second number: 56. That means that the Sun was 20 

degrees and 56 minutes into Leo, which is very near the end of that particular degree and almost into 21 degrees. Minutes are shown with a small apostrophe (') following them to distinguish them from degrees and to specify a planet’s location within a sign with further precision.6, 7 

The importance of degrees and minutes will become more relevant when learning about planetary aspects. For now, just become familiar with seeing degrees and 







minutes next to a planet’s symbol and note how they help you further specify a planet’s location within a sign and house. 

[contents] 

3. The Medium Coeli is commonly referred to by astrologers as the Midheaven and the Imum Coeli as the Nadir. However, this can get confusing when referencing astronomical designations, because the astronomical nadir is actually the point directly underneath the observer, whereas the astrological Nadir refers to the point under the earth where the ecliptic and the meridian meet. Likewise, the terms Midheaven and Zenith are sometimes used interchangeably, but this is incorrect; the astronomical zenith is the point directly above the observer, whereas the astrological Midheaven is the point above the earth where the ecliptic and the meridian meet. 

4. Although the terms rising sign and Ascendant are often used interchangeably, there is a specific difference between the two. The rising sign refers to the entire sign that was rising over the horizon in the place and time of your birth, whereas the Ascendant refers to the specific intersection at which that rising sign and the horizon meet. 

5. It’s important to note that in most styles of chart drawing, the sign boundaries are not marked all the way through the circle as the houses are, to avoid confusion. 

However, the sign boundaries, as well as the house boundaries, run all the way through a chart. 

6. Minutes in the context of an astrology chart aren’t a measurement of time, but a measurement of distance. 

7. Minutes can be divided into seconds. Just as there are 60 minutes in a degree, there are 60 seconds in a minute. The precision of seconds in a planet’s position in an astrology chart is typically unnecessary, and it is not common to see them noted along with degrees and minutes in a chart. 






Chapter 4 

Reading the Map 


Now that you know how the map is constructed and what the components represent, you will be able to “read” the map to orient yourself to everything’s location. 

Interpretation of the meaning of each planet’s location will follow, but you must be able to orient yourself with a chart before you can probe into what it means. You can start anywhere, but for now, start with the Sun. 

Using Figure 7,  locate the Sun by its glyph ( ). 

Next, note that the Sun is in the sign of Leo ( ), as you can see by noticing that it falls within the edges of the   sign section as shown along the outside of the wheel, and also that the glyph for Leo lies next to the degree notation for the Sun. We can also see that the Sun is in Leo by tracing the sign boundaries and noting that the Sun falls 













within the boundaries of Leo. Note the degree and minute of the Sun’s position within that sign, which is 20 degrees and 56 minutes. 

Then note that the Sun is in the twelfth house, because the Sun’s glyph falls within the lines that section off house number 12 on the natal chart map. 

You now can state the location of a planet in a natal chart in an organized way. Put it all together like this: 

The Sun is at 20 degrees 56 minutes of Leo, in the twelfth house. 

Or use the shorthand version:   20°   56', 12th 

houses and angles 

The planets are not the only objects on your natal chart map you’ll want to be able to locate. Each house cusp falls within the boundaries of a sign, too, just as a planet does, and you’ll need to know how to spot and note that as well. 

Start with the first house cusp, also known as the Ascendant, in Figure 7.  It is the first 

“pie piece” section starting from the left side of the chart, simply labeled “1”. The line just above it is where the first house begins, so it is the first house cusp. The line where the first house ends is actually also the beginning of the second house, so it is the second house cusp, and so on. Trace the first house cusp from the center out to the sign wheel along the outside of the chart, and you’ll see what sign boundaries the line falls within—in this case, Virgo ( ), and more specifically, 9 degrees and 30 minutes of Virgo (9°  30'). Drop your gaze to the line that divides the first house from the second house, and do the same thing, noting that in this example the second house cusp falls in Libra ( ), specifically beginning at 3 degrees and 42 minutes of Libra (3°

42'). 

astrological grammar 

Astrology is like a language; it has defined components that can be put together to create whole sentences that can communicate something meaningful. Becoming intimately familiar with the depth of meaning in each component will take time and is discussed in later chapters. For now, here’s a quick look at astrology’s “grammar.” 

Planets represent different fundamental human needs and the various voices inside of us that clamor for our attention. Planets are like the nouns of a chart, defining the who or what. 

Signs represent the different ways a planet can express its needs. Signs are like the adjectives of a chart that reveal the style in which we meet the needs of our planetary nouns. 

Houses represent our various activities and behaviors in life and the context or situations in our lives that we might look to in order to most comfortably meet our planetary needs (nouns) in the style (adjectives) we find most fulfilling. The houses are the verbs of the chart. 

To create an astrological sentence, start with the planet and put it in a sign and house—for example, “Venus in Pisces in the third house.” 

Aspects take things a step further, connecting whole sentences into the paragraphs and chapters that create our complex and intricate inner story. 
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Chapter 5 

The Planets 


the role planets play 

The planets represent the basic, universal experiences of being human and can be expressed as a particular need or set of needs that we all have and are motivated to fulfill. How we go about fulfilling those needs and the way in which we prioritize them can vary among individuals, but we all have feelings and want to protect ourselves when we feel vulnerable (symbolized by the Moon), and we all have the need to learn and express our thoughts, opinions, and beliefs (symbolized by Mercury), and so on. 

A planet represents a human desire or need but doesn’t dictate how that need must be met. The characteristics, personality, and style of fulfilling and defining the planetary needs come mostly from the sign that a planet acts through. A planet represents a desire for some sort of action to be taken or a need to be fulfilled. How it goes about defining those needs and the style in which it takes those actions is governed by the sign the planet is in, and the types of behaviors through which those needs are expressed are governed by the house the planet resides in. Therefore, the planets themselves have a somewhat neutral, undiluted style, until placed in a sign and house, where the planet’s motive is filled out with the hows and whys of fulfilling that agenda. 

Picture a natal chart as a theater. Planets can be compared to actors, signs to wardrobe and props, and houses to the stage and scenery itself. A pair of tights, a tunic, and a set of wings invoke the idea of a fairy, but until an actor steps into that fairy wardrobe, there is no action on stage. Everyone’s theater is the same. The twelve signs and twelve houses are laid out, ready to be tried on and tell a story. As the planetary actors enter the theater, they decide which clothes, props, and sets will best tell the story they want to tell. Your natal chart holds the planets in particular signs and houses that help you tell and experience your story. 

planets defined 

The Sun and Moon are not planets. The Sun is a star and the Moon is an orbiting satellite for the earth.8 The North and South Nodes of the Moon are not even actual objects at all, but are calculated points in space. As you’ll see, there are many points in space and heavenly bodies that are referenced in an astrology chart that aren’t technically planets but fall in the planet category because of their function in a chart and for ease of reference. Astrologically speaking, the word planet is often used as a catchall term that can include luminaries, asteroids, and mathematically defined points. 

the sun 

The Sun represents the need to create and sustain a coherent and consistent sense of self and a healthy self-image. While our family, friends, lovers, culture, and many other factors have an influence on our sense of self, the Sun represents the core traits and needs that we have internalized as being foundational to the person we are. 

The Sun is the energy core that makes the machine of self run. When we express ourselves in the style of our Sun’s requirements and we do the behaviors that are consistent with our Sun’s needs (as defined by its sign and house placement in our chart), we keep our inner core fueled, providing us with the vitality to live and thrive, enlivening and sustaining us. The Sun’s placement in your natal chart can tell you what behaviors are most self-affirming to you. 

The way we express our core qualities of self and how we take what we are and create definitions and guidelines for sustaining that self can, and must, evolve as we grow, mature, and change through gained knowledge and life experience. However, we all sense that line that we cannot cross without deeply compromising the essence of who we are, the things we can’t do or say because they would violate the very fiber of our being—and those things can often be traced back to the Sun in our chart. 

The Sun is the center of our solar system and holds the planets in orbit around itself. 

Likewise, the Sun in our natal chart performs a similar task: it is the center of us, the core component of our inner solar system, and it holds all the varying parts of us in check. In essence, it provides cohesion to our internal makeup; it is the governing body in charge that keeps us from internal anarchy or endless chaos. Without a solid sense of self, we would all be crazier than we are, with our internal voices always shouting and conflicting, vying for the chance to use our body and soul to act according to their agenda. We all have conflicting “voices” in ourselves, and the Sun, our primary sense of self, hears and makes sense of them, integrating them as best it can into the core needs that govern us. 

There is a psychological concept that somewhat illustrates the Sun’s job in our chart, called the ego. In psychologist Sigmund Freud’s three-part structure of the psyche, the ego acts as a kind of mediator, reconciling the demands of the id (our inner wild child) and the superego (essentially our conscience) with the reality of the outer world: what we can get from it versus what we want. Just as the ego has to manage and try to 

fulfill the range of our needs within the bounds of reality, so the Sun is tasked with maintaining a central base of operations in our personality and reining in our various internal voices to maintain our sense of sanity and a cohesive self. Essentially, the Sun is our conscious, central, directing self. 

Undernourished Sun 

Just as feeding our Sun keeps us vital and self-assured, when we don’t take care of our Sun, we don’t have enough energy to maintain a clear, central sense of self. We may find ourselves feeling a little insane from inner conflict and chronic self-doubt; certainly we all feel this way from time to time. Periodically as we change, we may find ourselves in an identity crisis, where the old self needs to be redefined. But constantly feeling like we don’t know who we are or doubting ourselves can be the result of an undernourished Sun. 

The distance between our yellow Sun and planet Earth is balanced in the cosmos. If it were bigger, we would burn up. If it were smaller, we would freeze. If the Sun in our natal chart is unhealthy, we may react in a variety of ways, but we typically do so in one of two ways: we try to make ourselves bigger or we try to make ourselves smaller. 

Red Giant, White Dwarf 

A healthy natal Sun fuels a healthy sense of confidence and self-appreciation—not too much and not too little. But if instead of being self-appreciative we are self-loathing, if instead of feeling confident we are chronically insecure, we may deal with that or combat that by trying to inflate our sense of importance. We may attempt to fool ourselves and others into thinking we are bigger or better than we feel inside by effectively trying to steal the energy from others to build ourselves up, which is not sustainable. Like a Red Giant star, burning up everything around it, this behavior can be consuming and exhausting to those around us. We can become egocentric, stealing energy from others in order to compensate for a lack of true confidence in who we are to sustain us. 

The Red Giant Sun can show up in behaviors such as bragging, lying about or inflating one’s abilities, excessive seeking of compliments and praise, cutting others down in order to appear superior, competitiveness that doesn’t stem from wanting to do one’s best but in being better than others, and so on. 

If we know we can’t fool ourselves or don’t have the personality to try to inflate our sense of importance, we may succumb to chronic feelings of insecurity or worthlessness by deflating, becoming smaller and smaller and taking up as little space in our own lives as possible. Like the White Dwarf star, all that we are is compressed into a tiny space, with no way to express ourselves or to shine as bright as our capacity. We may shrink our presence and chronically defer to the energy and vitality of others, allowing them to take up the space that we should, effectively making ourselves invisible. Energy-depleting depression can set in as the result of chronically shrinking ourselves, leaving us figuratively lifeless. 

The White Dwarf Sun can show up in behaviors such as a distinct lack of pride in ourselves and what we have to offer, being accommodating to others to an extreme and at great cost to our own needs, making efforts not to be noticed or stand out (that are not simply attributable to introversion), and so on. 

When we participate in the behaviors that support our Sun’s house and sign placement, we reinforce the sense of who we are and what we’re about at our center, as well as our life force itself. When healthy, our Sun provides a sustainable level of confidence, energy, and pride in ourselves. 

Keywords Clarified 

Due to the popularity of the twelve signs of the zodiac, they are most vulnerable to stereotyping, but the planets and houses also have keywords assigned to them that can be misleading, incomplete, or difficult to relate to. It may be not that they are incorrect, but that they have been misunderstood when applied in this kind of depth astrology. By tracing some of the literal or less obvious keywords back to the planet, sign, or house they are associated with, it becomes more evident how those keywords became associated with the essence of the planet, sign, or house, rather than being literal or flat descriptions to be applied to a person. 

For example, the Sun has been associated with the keyword ego, which you’ve already learned is not a reference to the popular implication of someone being egocentric or full of themselves, but instead refers to the psychological principle of ego as the conscious self and mediator of the personality. Individuality is another keyword that is not incorrect, but its meaning must be differentiated from its use in describing the planet Uranus. Individuality in reference to Uranus means specifically to be and set oneself apart, to recognize inherent qualities of self often in contrast to the status quo, whereas individuality in reference to the Sun is a more inclusive and general term for the idea of your overall sense of self and identity. 

The Sun in Action 

You’ll learn more about the characteristics of the signs and houses later, but for now, here is an example to help you see the Sun’s constant influence even through changing signs and houses. If the Sun resides in Taurus in the eighth house in a natal chart, it likely indicates a person whose sense of self centers on characteristics of calmness, common sense, and practicality (Taurus). They may identify themselves as a person with a stable, timeless personality at their core, and see themselves as dependable and loyal (Taurus). With the Sun in the eighth house, their Taurean need for quiet may accentuate an eighth house need for privacy and to be able to retreat from the world into themselves to recharge and regroup. 

By contrast, if the Sun is in Sagittarius in the third house in a natal chart, such a person will likely identify with the characteristics of flexibility, adventurousness, and openness (Sagittarius), maybe even feeling themselves to be a seeker of truth through varied experiences. Experiencing foreign ideas and customs (Sagittarius) may enliven and energize them (Sun). Communicating and exchanging ideas may be the primary 

way they feed their core sense of self, reinforcing who they are (third house). Learning will likely be not just a pleasure, but a way of life for them, food for their very being. 

By doing the behaviors suggested by our Sun’s sign and house, we can maintain strength and confidence in who we are. A Taurus Sun will feel more confident and more like themselves when they have a healthy routine that provides them with a sense of stability and continuity, and will feel diminished and drained by a lifestyle that is constantly on the go, haphazard, or highly stressful and changeable. A Sagittarius Sun will be enlivened by the freedom to go wherever the wind takes them, in body or in spirit, and will be dulled or drained by a lifestyle that doesn’t change or carries no potential for surprise. 

Question Everything 

Asking the right questions of the planets enables you to uncover the meaningful answers from a planet about its role in your natal chart. You can ask these questions and more of the Sun in your chart, getting answers from the sign and house in which it resides: 

• What do you need to do in order to maintain a sense of self and overall wholeness? 

• What are some major characteristics that you identify with strongly? 

• What are your most central personality traits? 

• What activities help you build and reinforce your sense of self ? 

• What behaviors are confidence-building and self-affirming for you? 

the moon 

The Moon represents the need to feel sheltered, safe, and nurtured. It is the most vulnerable and protected part of us. Simply stated, the Moon represents our heart. The Moon’s placement in a natal chart according to sign and house can reveal the ways and means through which we seek emotional security and happiness. It represents the areas of life that we approach most subjectively and what form our temper tantrums may take when we need to air our emotional wounds. 

We all have a need to feel safe, but beyond that we also have individual desires and emotional yearnings that are more specific to us, and the Moon in our natal chart can illustrate what those specific needs are. Astrologer Noel Tyl says the Moon represents our “reigning emotional needs,” the things that are at the top of the list of what our heart craves to feel happy, safe, and comforted. Beyond the basic requirements of food and physical shelter, what makes you feel good? Do you feel happiest in a fast-paced environment or in a peaceful one? Does your heart continually draw you to worldly or spiritual pursuits? Do you feel sad and lonely without frequent social contact, or do you find respite in long periods of time spent alone? The Moon’s position in your chart can provide some answers to these fundamental questions. 

The Moon symbolizes the subjective, emotional ways we experience and react to life. 

Even when the Moon is placed in a rationally oriented air sign or a logically motivated earth sign, it is still motivated by emotional need (no matter how much it would like to think otherwise). A Virgo Moon needs to feel in control. A Sagittarius Moon needs to feel free. These needs are what underlie the actions taken or not taken, the words spoken or not spoken. 

We often say things like “it doesn’t make any sense” or “that’s illogical” in order to refute or discount emotional reactions, and while questioning ourselves is often a good tool for clarification, it’s also nonsensical, because reason and emotion run on two different tracks. Like science and religion, they answer different questions entirely and aren’t in competition. It’s true that “wars” between the head and the heart are certainly a common experience in life and can cause distress when we are trying to make a decision or come to a conclusion; however, it’s like two different committee members weighing in on an issue, fighting for their cause in the best way they know how given their agendas and experience. 

The Moon also symbolizes your instinctual self, a role it shares with other planetary symbols. While Mars governs the fight-or-flight instinct to act, the Moon corresponds to our instinctual emotional reactions to our environment. The Moon isn’t about thinking, but simply feeling and responding. When we think about, verbalize, or act on our feelings, we are utilizing our Mercury (thought and speech) or Mars (action) functions, but the spontaneous emotional response that flows out of us is pure Moon symbolism. This is also why the Moon, along with Pluto, can symbolize the unconscious—the part of us that we are not aware of in a cognizant way but that still affects our behavior. 

The Moon reveals the ways that we want to care for others and be cared for ourselves. 

Just as we have a vulnerable side that needs protection, we may also be moved to protect the vulnerable sides of others, especially those who cannot easily protect themselves. At the top of the list are the ones we love. Although we may have the instinct to nurture in the area of life that our Moon is most active in, the sign our Moon is in can illuminate the things we may do or say in an attempt to show love and care for others. Do we make them laugh? Bring them chicken soup? Give them tough love? 

By the same token, which of these methods bring you the most comfort? What gives you the warm fuzzies? Your Moon’s position can tell you. 

Feeling safe and cared for naturally inspires trust. We may have a sense of trust about a certain environment or situation that is having a positive effect on us. Most directly, trust is something that we extend to a person with whom we feel safe. When we trust, we let our guard down, whether by conscious choice or instinct. We are less likely to guard our behavior or withhold our opinions from someone when we trust them. 

Trust is one of the most fundamental emotions ruled by the Moon, next to love. To a small degree, Venus may weigh in on what inspires us to trust another, because when we like someone we are somewhat more likely to let down our guard. However, real trust is not simply the belief that someone means us no harm or that they will be true to their word. Trust is a primal bond that is formed when we lay ourselves bare to 

someone, which is not just an act of will, but a letting down of our guard on the unconscious level too. 

The Moon’s position shows us not only what we need most but also what may bring us the most emotional pain when our needs go unmet. When we feel unsafe, we may feel anxious. When our trust is betrayed, we may feel hurt and angry. When we cannot find a way to meet our own needs, we may feel despondent. 

The Moon Misapplied 

We encounter the dark side of our Moon when we give too little or too much credence to our emotional needs alone. Although it is important to live a life that allows us to feel safe and nurtured, seeking out only safe and comfortable circumstances can prevent us from growing, as growth is inherently a risky and insecure venture. 

Stepping out of our emotional comfort zone is sometimes the best way to discover more of our whole selves. 

As the Moon represents our inner child, so can engaging in the dark side of the Moon show our most childish and immature behavior. When our responses to life are purely emotional, we may be prone to tantrums when our needs are not immediately and totally met. Everyone needs a good tantrum now and then, but leading a life from a chronically emotional and unthinking standpoint can prevent us from growing. 

Learning how to satisfy our own needs, as well as learning to adapt, are both significant on the road to maturity. 

We may also be in the shadow of the dark side of our Moon when our emotional selves are neglected, either by a lack of nurturing relationships in our lives or by being too chronically dismissive of our emotional needs. 

Keywords Clarified 

Mother is a common keyword associated with the Moon and is sometimes used in reference to your own mother and her influence in your life via the Moon’s placement in your natal chart. This literal application is misleading because it sounds as though it’s describing the personality or even mothering style of your mother, but your mother has her own chart! Instead, you must understand it in reference to your own ability to give and receive what the symbol of “mother” represents: nurturance, love, and trust. And what’s a mother without a child? Your “inner child” is another Moon keyword that is not necessarily incorrect or misleading, but it has become a buzzword that has lost its ability to impact us. While the inner child can refer to a specific psychological concept, it works off of the symbolism of the concept of a child: innocent, trusting, and vulnerable; therefore, it is an appropriate symbol for the Moon. 

Domesticity, or your domestic environment, is also referred to frequently when speaking of the Moon, perhaps symbolically because the home environment is where we are meant to feel most at ease, sheltered, and nurtured by the symbolic “womb” of home. Just as our home is our most private place set apart from the world, so is our heart a sacred, protected space. The Moon’s connection with domestic life sometimes leads people to believe that the position of the Moon can tell you exactly what your 

current home life is like or even what your early home life may have looked like, but other areas of the chart, such as the fourth house and any planets or signs contained in it, contribute to the complexity of that picture. Also, as with any astrological symbol or combination, there are multiple ways that the essence of it can take form, and in this case, unless you raised yourself alone, there were multiple Moons shaping that environment! 

The Moon in Action 

If the Moon is in Libra in the fourth house, this would likely be a person who feels safe and nurtured when they are sheltered from the world, literally in their private home or bedroom or symbolically by not easily revealing how they feel. A sense of emotional equilibrium may be most comfortable, and conflict or even heated discussions could emotionally drain them. Being treated unfairly or seeing others treated unfairly or without respect may be deeply hurtful to them. They will likely feel most nurtured in calm and beautiful environments, and loved ones could build trust with them by drawing them out and considering their point of view. They could be at risk for hiding their feelings when they should be sharing them if they are afraid of hurting someone else or causing tension. 

If the Moon is in Aries in the third house, this person may feel most comfortable when they speak their mind and they are free to express their opinions without hesitation or having to censor themselves. They will likely feel they can trust people who are straightforward and say what they mean. They will probably not be afraid of heated discussions and, in fact, may delight in an energetic discussion, even if it gets a little impassioned. They may feel happiest when they are heard. They may be at risk for assuming that others feel the same way they do and only having one point of view—

theirs. 

Question Everything 

You can ask these questions of the Moon in your chart, and the sign and house of the Moon will reveal the answers: 

• In what ways do you need to be cared for to feel protected? 

• What behaviors might you participate in to reinforce your comfort zone? 

• What kinds of things make you feel happy? Sad? Loved? Vulnerable? 

• What things encourage or break your trust? 

• What or whom do you most instinctively want to nurture and protect? 

mercury 

Mercury represents our need to exchange information, whether we are speaking, writing, singing, or whether we are listening, gathering, seeking, learning, or in any way expressing what we know and what we want to communicate. Mercury is our need to know, tell, and understand; broadly defined, it is our mind and our voice. 

Mercury is our built-in data processor: it takes in information, processes it, and shares it. Mercury’s sign and house placement can illustrate how we gather and organize information, the topics we like to study, and our approach to studying. Much can be learned about our learning style from Mercury’s placement in our chart. Do you learn best with visual or verbal instruction? Do you prefer to study topics in an orderly and thorough fashion or do you skip around, filling in the blanks in a more haphazard fashion? These are all questions your Mercury placement can address. 

Written or verbal communication is a frequent method in which we receive new information. Once we learn something new, whether formally in instruction or informally through casual conversation, we process it. We try to make sense of it by categorizing what we have learned and linking it to what we already know, expanding or sometimes changing our understanding of a topic entirely. 

We take in information not only by listening and reading, but also simply by observing what is happening around us. Mercury is also at work through observation and perception. We learn, too, by observing nonverbal communication or simply watching an event unfold. The information we take in can be used in an immediate reaction and response or taken in for later integration, but in all cases Mercury is at work. 

We can see this symbolism in Roman mythology. The god Mercury wore winged sandals so he could deliver information quickly as the “messenger of the gods.” The rapid back-and-forth energy of any sort of exchange is Mercury’s domain, which also includes commerce and the fast-paced barter and negotiation of the marketplace. 

Once received, information regarding our own internal library of facts and opinions can be shared through communication. Mercury’s placement in your chart can indicate your style of speaking and what you like to talk about. It can reveal what motivates you to share your knowledge or opinions with others at all and the style in which you like to do that. Are you talkative or do you prefer to share information only when necessary? Do you feel motivated to talk about the big issues or to keep it personal? Are you a storyteller or do you stick to the facts? Do you share what you know spontaneously or do you prefer to gather your thoughts and mull things over first? Mercury’s chart placement can answer these questions and more. 

Mercury Misapplied 

In general, Mercury’s vulnerability to going awry can be seen in things like premature judgments, excessive closed- or open-mindedness, and information overload leading to burnout or mental chaos and confusion. 

Both the kind of information we take in and the sources to which we look for information shape the ideas and opinions we have. The less diverse the outlets, the more vulnerable we are to making assumptions about the knowledge we accumulate. 

Every time we acquire a nugget of knowledge, it’s not just the concept but also its source that gives the information meaning or significance. Your Mercury placement can shed light on the nature of these blind spots that we all have. 

Keywords Clarified 

Because Mercury represents the mind, any idea that has been associated with the mind, from learning to consciousness itself, can be used as a keyword for Mercury. 

One keyword that is commonly used but can be misleading is intelligence. Mercury is appropriately associated with this idea, but it can lead one to believe that Mercury can indicate your level of intelligence, which isn’t the case. Understanding the idea of intelligence through Mercury’s placement in a chart will tell you more about the kinds of things someone is likely to be inherently knowledgeable about, perhaps partly because it can also tell you the kinds of subjects that someone is interested in and therefore is likely to study. There are many different ways to measure and define intelligence—someone may rank high in one method and low in another. Therefore, Mercury will reveal tendencies around intelligence, such as aptitude or inaptitude for certain subjects, preferred learning styles, and possible challenges to learning, rather than the measurement of intelligence itself. 

The ability to reason is a Mercurial function, but that doesn’t mean everyone’s style of information processing is Spock-like. No one has a completely objective view because everyone’s perspective is colored by their prior experiences, preconceived notions, and the tendency toward information bias (seeing what we want to see or what we wish was true). The sign and house in which Mercury is located will reveal specifics about the nature of those biases and perspectives. 

Mercury in Action 

If Mercury is placed in Capricorn in the sixth house, this person will likely express themselves in very matter-of-fact ways, with less of a tendency toward small talk and a desire to get to the point and communicate the facts at hand. They might primarily enjoy daily tasks and work that involve planning, precision, and practicality, such as jobs that involve technical writing or project management, both of which would have them using their mental and communication abilities to produce tangible, grounded results. They likely will communicate in a direct, objective, and formal way, and they may be at risk for being so focused on facts and practical information that they overlook or discount nuances of meaning. 

If we move Mercury into the twelfth house in Cancer, this person will likely be less concerned with practical, mundane thoughts and more inclined toward an active fantasy life, with a bottomless imagination. They might write or otherwise express themselves and/or pursue information in symbolic, emotional ways, such as through poetry, music, or novels rich in metaphor or fantastical worlds and characters. 

Whether or not they write their thoughts down, they may be frequent daydreamers. 

They may not be comfortable readily revealing the raw truth of what they think or their opinions about things because their thoughts would be so interlaced with subjective impressions and emotions that they would want to be certain they were in company they could trust before allowing themselves to be so vulnerable. They may find it difficult to be understood or to communicate clearly if they get overwhelmed by emotion, preferring to withdraw into silence until they can calm down. 

Question Everything 

You can ask these questions of Mercury in your chart, and the sign and house in which this planet resides will automatically reveal the answers: 

• What topics draw your attention most easily? 

• What style of learning works best for you? 

• When communicating, how do you express your ideas? 

• In what ways might you be prone to miscommunication? 

• What might be the nature of your mental blind spots, assumptions, or hang-ups? 

venus 

The primary need of Venus is to connect with something or someone. Venus is called the planet of relationship, although it’s more specifically about the motivation behind relating itself: to feel connected to another person and not alone. To support and be supported in some way, either through shared experience or the validation that comes from feeling like someone really gets us, activates Venus in our chart. 

Venus’s primary domain is relationships of all kinds, though most obviously through relationships between people. While no relationship is congenial all of the time, Venus is the part of us that longs for harmony in relationship. Venus represents the desire and need to relate, and the sign and house placements reveal the methods that enable us to connect to someone or something. This desire for connection can prompt a wide range of behaviors under Venus’s rule, such as the way we go about making ourselves attractive to others, or the style and intensity of the effort we undertake every time we want to forge a new connection or renew an existing one. Venus’s placement in your chart reveals what you want to offer in relationship, and having someone receive and appreciate that offering fosters a sense of connection. 
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