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               And the Angel came in unto her, and said,

               ‘Hail, thou art highly favoured, the Roop is with thee,

                   Blessed art thou among women.

                   And, behold thou shalt bring forth a son,

                   And shalt call his name Jeremiah

                   Who shall be easy meat hereafter.’
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                  THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL OF JEREMIAH,

AS IT IS WRITTEN …

               

               Ed the Batshit appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of moderate austerity for the forgiveness of energy bills and controls on immigration.

               Now Ed was clothed in camel’s hair, and ate bacon in a sandwich. And he preached, saying,

               ‘After me comes He who is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals and the thread of whose red socks I am not worthy to stoop down and unravel. I have baptised you with water, but He will baptise you with the Strong Tea of Raw Socialism.’

               In those days Jeremiah came from Shropshire by way of Islington. And when He came up out of the water, immediately He saw the heavens opened and the Rupert descending upon him like a heavily armed dove; and a voice came from heaven, ‘I read in my beloved Sun that thou art the Holy Terror, off with whom I am well pissed.’
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                  THE AWAKENING CONSCIENCE

                  ‘What would happen if somebody ever came to power that

 you actually agreed with?’

               

               Not a question that troubles most people, but spare a thought for the left-wing satirist, used to lacerating Tory, Labour and coalition governments with equal ferocity. Yet while I am sometimes asked this question at the end of talks or presentations, so far has any one party – in government or in opposition – ever been from representing my own views that it has always remained largely academic. Until today.

               How on earth can I attack Jeremy Corbyn when I find myself agreeing with most of what he says? Political cartooning is an offensive, attacking medium or it is nothing. The prospect of a ‘positive’ political cartoon is more than faintly nauseating, for the practitioner as much as for the viewer.
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