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In 1952, Norman Thelwell (1923–2004) penned his first cartoon for the satirical British magazine Punch, renowned internationally for its wit, irreverence, and for publishing the world’s best comic writers and poets. This led to a relationship that lasted for 25 years and over 1,000 cartoons, including 60 front covers. Thelwell was a master of sharp social comment and humour, and his 34 books have sold millions of copies worldwide and have been translated into numerous languages (www.thelwell.org.uk).
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How to put on the bridle. From A Leg at Each Corner.
 Fountain pen and ink.
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‘That’s one Christmas present she won’t break in a hurry.’







Introduction
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In the course of my work as an illustrator and cartoonist, I have drawn almost every subject under the sun at one time or another, or so it seems to me: human beings, animals, machinery, landscape and architecture, roller coasters and rockets, parrots, planets and pigs. I have been asked many questions too, such as ‘Where do you get your ideas?’ and ‘Do you get paid for your drawings?’ But the most frequent question is ‘How do you draw those ponies?’ 


Why ponies should be singled out in this way I am not sure, and the simple, truthful answer ‘The same way that I draw anything else’ does not seem to satisfy anyone.


It is not easy to answer this question more fully on a street corner, or on the telephone, or even in a letter. I’m not all that sure that I shall find it easy in a book either, but I am going to try.


There are no short cuts to drawing well, just as there are no short cuts to doing anything worthwhile, but it is interesting to know how other people go about their work, and sometimes it is helpful. I hope that these pages may be helpful to you.
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What is a pony?




[image: ]





Well, it may surprise you to know that in many ways he is very like a human being. Look at the diagram on the opposite page. You will see that he has a skull, a rib cage and a pelvic bone, and so have we. These are all joined together by his spine in much the same way as ours.


He has an extended spine which forms his tail, of course, but we also have a tiny tail which does not show on the outside.


Let us think of our arms as front (or fore) legs. His fore legs are connected to his rib cage by flat sheets of muscle which hold his shoulder blades in place. His hind legs fit into hollows in his pelvis, making a smooth ball and socket joint. This is true of us too.


At first glance his hind legs look very different from our own, but they are really very similar. His thigh bone is shorter in proportion, but it is otherwise much the same, and although his knee is high and close in to his body, it is constructed much like ours and works in a similar way.
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We have a shin bone below the knee, and our heel and toe bones are connected to this. A pony also has a similar bone below his knee to which his heel and toe bones are attached. It is important, when thinking about how ponies move, to remember that this joint is really his heel. Now a rather interesting thing happens; we have five sets of toe bones, all rather short and each with a nail at the end. A pony has disposed of all but the centre toe, and this has become very big and strong, and his toe nail has become very useful indeed for walking on and for kicking other people’s ponies.

OEBPS/images/img007.jpg





OEBPS/images/img008.jpg





OEBPS/images/img009.jpg





OEBPS/images/img004.jpg





OEBPS/images/img006.jpg





OEBPS/images/img001.jpg





OEBPS/images/img002.jpg





OEBPS/images/title.jpg
HoW To DRAW POoNIES

ALLTHE SECRETS REVEALED BY






OEBPS/images/img010.jpg





OEBPS/images/img011.jpg





OEBPS/images/img012.jpg
A
%w//fm 5L

N R
S =
~——





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
HOW To DRAW Folizs

ALLTHE SECRETS REVEALED BY

'bb@lwel/






OEBPS/images/half.jpg
HoW To DRAW PoNIES






