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About the Author


Choly Knight is from Orlando, Florida. She has been crafting for as long as she can remember, and has drawn, painted, sculpted, and stitched everything in sight. She began sewing clothing in 1997 and has yet to put her sewing machine away. After studying studio art and earning a BA in English, she now enjoys trying to find numerous different ways to combine her passions for writing, fine art, and craft art. She created all of the designs, projects, and patterns that appear in this book. She focuses on handcrafted clothing, accessories, and other creations inspired by Japanese art, anime, and style, and specializes in cosplay (costume play) hats and hoodies. Find out more on her website: www.cholyknight.com.








Stitch Your Way to Style!
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Add unique appliqué pieces.
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Learn to work with hardware like rings, buckles, eyelets, and more.
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Learn to install zippers for purse closures and pockets.
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Take advantage of different varieties of fabrics to get the look you want.
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Build a basic sewing tool kit.
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Understand the basic stitches.
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Fuse plastic to create your own sewable fabric.
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Add stenciling for a custom touch.


[image: Illustration]


Sew on any kind of pocket you want.
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Create custom embellishments.







Introduction


I am a self-professed bag-o-phile, bag-o-holic, bag-a-maniac, or whatever else you want to call it! I’m sure if you’ve picked up this book, you might be the same way. I myself prefer utility-type bags—sling bags with loads of pockets or messenger bags with zippers and flaps to hold even the smallest items. And I’m sure others lean toward luxurious designer-style handbags. I’m here to satisfy both of those cravings in this book, where I hope all my projects can get you the bag (or bags!) of your dreams.


My first real sewing project was a drawstring backpack I made at age twelve in my Home Economics class. Everything I had made before was mostly dabbling, so the prospect of making a full-fledged project excited me to no end. The pattern was very simple, yet in the end it was baffling how long it took to put together. It wasn’t because I was a beginner sewer, but because my teacher had so many rules for sewing: “This fabric can’t go with that,” “You can’t sew your seam before this,” and “Your project won’t look right unless you do this.” It was a lot of fussiness for what, in the end, was just a simple cotton bag. I feel most crafters tend to view sewing this way: a bit of a persnickety hobby that means hours spent doing careful hand stitches with the end result of a frumpy, plain project that looks better on a thrift store shelf than in your closet.


Considering how old-fashioned sewing can be, you might not believe that by using traditional sewing methods, you can achieve some of the designer looks on department store racks. With the right techniques and attention to style, you can make your own accessories at a fraction of the cost of designer names. Unlike more conventional sewing patterns, the projects you’ll find in this book have a fun and modern look. You’ll see lots of ways to embellish your bags using hardware like zippers, snaps, metal rings, buckles, and eyelets. Using a little bit of elbow grease (rather than delicate and painstaking needlework), you can make a big impact with eye-catching metal. The Mod Weekender Bag is a favorite of mine in that way, where the shape of the bag, the stenciled designs, and bold hardware are unapologetically geometric and vibrant.


And if you’re willing to get your hands dirty, the wide array of stencil designs in this book can give your bags any style you like with a bit of paint and a craving for color. The same stencils can also be used for appliqué designs—and I don’t mean the kind that go on your grandmother’s quilts! These appliqué designs are fresh and artistic patterns that can add a whole new dimension to your projects. You can create some really show-stopping looks with just some scrap fabric and a readiness to experiment.


I personally get a lot of my experimental inspiration from the things I’m surrounded by in my work studio. Both my computer and sewing machine are focal points in my workspace—getting down and dirty and drawing by hand is a great way to unlock my creativity, but I love the organization, efficiency, and simplicity I can get from working on my computer.
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Sketching designs is a great way for me to get my creativity out on paper, but I love the streamlined efficiency of working on my computer as well!
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By giving a twist to good old- fashioned sewing techniques, I find it easy to create stylish and modern designs that suit my taste.
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My sewing machine is the workhorse of my studio and helped me piece together every design you’ll find in this book.


In that sense, technology motivates me deeply, whether I’m creating computer-inspired motifs, like those for the Laptop or Tablet Bag, or simply working toward designs that are more bright, modern, and bold, like those for the Roundabout Purse. I think the technology I grew up with has helped me work and see things in a streamlined way.


On the flip side, my sewing studio also has loads of books paired alongside fabrics and notions on my shelves. I love to read, and classic fantasy and science fiction stories always spark my artistic vision and help me remember to add a sense of magic and depth to everything I design. You can see this at work with the design of the Emellished Briefcase or Satchel, a luxurious faux suede bag that evokes images of distant adventures or simply writing poetry by the riverside. As I sew, I find myself viewing each piece as a canvas for more art, which helps me create appliqué and stencil designs for every project. I prefer lively, eye-catching patterns and shapes to the more mundane ribbon and trim embellishments that are usually too inconspicuous or banal to make an impact. In a sense, it’s like I want each bag to have its own story to tell, and to tell it with vivacity.


Despite the array of tools I work with, I actually have a very small workspace, so you’ll be happy to know you don’t have to have a lot of space dedicated to your sewing to create some wonderful projects. I make sure that all of my furniture and storage work to their full capacity (if not double-duty!) to make everything efficient. My shelves reach the ceiling and every scrap of fabric I own has its place. I was sure to put that same idea into every bag I designed here; each bag has multiple charming or useful aspects, so you can use it to its fullest potential. The Reusable Shopping Tote is not only light and perfect for the grocery store, but also zips up into a tiny pouch to make it ideal for stowing away. The Reversible Creature Bag looks like an adorable stuffed animal bag, but is reversible for twice the fun! Or there’s my favorite, the Expandable Retro Messenger Bag. While it has the classic messenger bag shape, it also has an array of pockets and even expands to a larger size by use of a zipper applied at the bottom. The blue trendy techno version of the bag is a nod to my love of video games. All these elements make it easy for a bag-o-phile like me to justify filling my closets with totes and purses, because each one has several defining features!


So I hope you’ll enjoy adding to your bag collection from the projects here. I promise that the designs will give you plenty of bang for your buck with a minimum of old-time-sewing fussiness. I’ve always thought the best part of sewing is the ability to creatively express yourself exactly the way you want. I think these bags will do just the trick with all their stunning embellishments, allowing you to make the statement you desire with the beautiful accessory you’ve always dreamed of.
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GETTING STARTED


The projects in this book range from very easy to more intermediate skill levels, so basic sewing techniques can get you through a lot of the bags in this book. However, if you’re a beginner, you might want to review this chapter to get acquainted with the fabrics, techniques, and tools you’ll be using. Every technique or tool used to make a bag in this book is covered in further detail here, so whether you need a refresher or are learning these skills for the first time, you’re sure to be able to create any bag you’d like with enough patience and practice.


Each project is given a level of difficulty that reflects how much time it takes to make the project and how complex the techniques are. Each chapter’s projects are ranged from easiest to most difficult, so if you work your way up through the projects, you can acquire the most skills.


Super Easy: Perfect for first projects. These are quick to put together and only use a few simple techniques.


Easy:Good to tackle as a third or fourth project. Also straightforward to put together, but the techniques and time require a little more input.


Experienced Beginner:Ideal for a beginner that is through with the basics and is ready to take things to the next level.


Intermediate: For those sewers who know nearly all general sewing techniques and can easily follow a pattern with only a bit of help.


Also note that each project has several variations. These can range from different decorations and motifs that can be sewn or painted on your bag to different pattern pieces you can use to create an entirely new look. Keep an eye out for these variations when cutting out your patterns and fabric. Also keep a lookout for tips found throughout the instructions that can suggest variations to simplify or ramp up your bag.
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Fabrics


The fabric you choose for your bag is essential, as it will determine how the finished product will behave and hold up to what you store in it. Be sure to keep this in mind when shopping for your fabrics. Will the bag be for special occasions and only hold keys and a wallet? If so, then lightweight fabrics such as cotton and satin will be fine. Or will the bag be used every day for holding important items, like a laptop and power cord? Heavyweight fabrics like home décor canvas and suede are better for this more frequent use. Maybe the bag will just be used casually for running errands and holding a few essentials. Medium-weight fabrics like suiting and twill are the perfect fit, and not too fussy.


With this in mind, stretchy knit fabrics such as jersey, interlock, or spandex don’t work well as bag material. To determine if a fabric is too stretchy for a bag, pull about 10” (25.5cm) of the fabric horizontally. If it stretches more than a few inches, it will do the same when you fill your bag. Your items will likely pull your bag out of shape, causing it to hang uncomfortably and look odd. If the fabric only stretches an inch or so, you can usually get away with using it after applying some interfacing.


When shopping, you’ll see most fabrics come in widths of 45” (114.5cm) and 60” (152.5cm). The materials list for each project will make note of this and give fabric requirements based on fabric widths, so make sure you are aware of your fabric width before deciding on the amount you’ll need. If the project doesn’t mention fabric width, then either width is suitable for the amount suggested.


The following are the various types of fabrics used for the projects in this book.
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Quilting cotton


Lightweight fabrics


Quilting cotton


Normally reserved for quilts, quilting cotton is a versatile, lightweight, and easy-to-sew fabric with a plethora of designs and colors to choose from. It responds well to ironing, folding, and other techniques, and holds up for years despite being so lightweight.


Silk & satin


A very luxurious and eye-catching fabric, satin can be finicky to work with but is worth it for the look it achieves. It comes in various kinds of weaves that can make a big difference in sewing. Brocaded satin and dupioni are firmer and easier to work with, while charmeuse drapes nicely but is slippery and harder to keep where you want it. Using a special sewing needle for lightweight fabrics is suggested for satin and silk.
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Silk & satin



Medium-weight fabrics


Corduroy & denim


Often thought of just for pants, corduroy and denim do a great job as a medium-weight fabric for bags. Keep in mind that some of these fabrics can be very stretchy, so avoid those. Also, some varieties of denim are much thicker and are better categorized as heavyweight fabrics.


Twill


Consider a pair of comfortable khaki pants, and you’ll get the idea of what twill fabric is like. It’s very easy to work with and bends to your will as a sewer. Because of this, the variety of colors and prints available in twill has been expanding. Thicker varieties of heavyweight twill can be found with the home décor fabrics. See more about those below.


Suiting


Suiting fabric is a bit of an umbrella term to cover fabrics that work well in making suits. They’re typically made from combinations of wool, polyester, and rayon and come in sophisticated and classic colors and prints.
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Suiting
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Twill
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Faux suede


Heavyweight fabrics


Faux suede


A real treat for bag makers, faux suede is supple to the touch, very tough, and relatively easy to work with compared to other heavyweight fabrics. And, unlike real suede, it often comes in lots of unique colors, too. Especially thick pieces of faux suede should be sewn with sewing machine needles labeled for leather.


Home décor fabrics


Another umbrella term covering all fabrics used for interior decorating, home décor fabrics include canvas, heavyweight twill, chenille, and other fabrics for curtains, furniture, and pillows. They are especially sturdy because they are meant for upholstery and the like, but keep in mind how difficult it might be to work with some of these fabrics. They often get very thick and ornamented, so play around with the fabric and see how it feels and reacts to pulling, folding, and twisting. Consider that how it reacts at the store will be the same as how it reacts when you’re ironing, folding, and sewing with your machine.
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Home décor fabrics
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Corduroy & denim



Other fabrics


Fleece


Fleece is a plush fabric often seen in warm, lightweight jackets and stuffed animals alike. For that reason, fleece is typically only used in novelty bags like the Reversible Creature Bag, though it can also be substituted for any project that calls for a medium-weight fabric.
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