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         Conversations about immigration in Ireland tend to turn to the experiences of Irish emigrants and of the communities these left behind. Emigration, in the Irish imagination, is associated with the Great Famine and the subsequent hollowing out of rural society due to the exit of millions of people in the decades that followed. Emigration drove down the population of post-independence Ireland and there have been resurgences of emigration during the 1980s and during the last decade. It has been recorded in folk culture and ballads as a great trauma, and has been addressed by playwrights, painters and historians. A considerable body of academic scholarship and literature has sought to grapple with these cultural legacies. By comparison, the lives and travails of recent and past immigrants have yet to become part of the mainstream Irish story.

         The number of migrants who have settled in Ireland is small compared to the several million who emigrated during the same period. Yet immigration has also shaped Ireland, mostly through the impact of incomers and their descendants upon Irish society, Ireland’s economy and Irish culture. Emigration has affected Ireland mostly through processes of subtraction, with some additions in the form of monetary, cultural and political remittances. The map sketched out in Migration and the Making of Ireland places a particular small island at the centre of the world. It explores commonalities and differences between the experiences of incoming and outgoing migrants with a strong emphasis on the recent waves of immigration that are re-shaping twenty-first-century Ireland.

         Migration and the Making of Ireland is not the first book of its kind. It follows a decade on from Patrick Fitzgerald and Brian Lambkin’s Migration in Irish History 1607–2007, which appeared a few years into the period of large-scale immigration considered at length in this book.1 Fitzgerald and Lambkin’s book was mostly focused on the Irish diaspora and on earlier periods of colonial settlement, and was more preoccupied with theories of migration and diaspora, whereas this volume foregrounds the experiences of 2migrants to Ireland. The literature on Ireland’s new immigrant communities is an emerging one: chapters on Poles, Africans and Muslims in this book would have been impossible to write even a few years ago. The research on which these are based is mostly very recent. What both books do share, notwithstanding different methods and approaches, is the same chronological starting place. Following the Flight of Ulster’s Gaelic Earls, the seventeenth century witnessed colonial settlement and immigration on an unprecedented scale as well as large-scale emigration. By 1600, migration to and from Ireland was hardly novel, but what was new, as Enda Delaney states, ‘were the scale, context and consequences of population movements.’2

         The perspectives on migration that have intrigued me the most are those of migrants themselves. Most immigrants and emigrants who left or came to Ireland journeyed to improve their circumstances. They often migrated under circumstances that were not of their choosing. However, they generally made the best use they could have of the resources at their disposal. Often these came from family members who had already come to or left Ireland. Processes of chain migration have been common through history whereby migrants remitted resources to their kin that either supported communities at home or helped family members to follow in their wake. Women, like men, emigrated to find better life opportunities and to support their families in Ireland or elsewhere, but also to find freedoms denied them at home.3

         The challenge has been to find similar ways of addressing the experiences of emigrants and immigrants across space and time as all the different political, economic, cultural and religious contexts need to be understood. The basic similarities between what has motivated many migrant journeys make it possible to fruitfully examine both immigration and emigration in the same breath. The kinds of wider circumstances that push and pull migrants from one place to another also recur again and again. Emigration push factors have often much to do with social, economic and political processes that, in effect, squeeze people out. Immigration pull factors include the draw of freedoms and economic opportunities that exceed those in places of origin. The ebb and flow of human beings across the planet occurs within wider economic, legal and political systems that influence migration choices at an individual or family level. For example, economic factors have included systems of indenture that made migration affordable to poorer individuals and schemes of assisted migration operated by governments and private companies. The transportation of migrants has been at times big business for merchants, traffickers and middlemen.

         Migration and the Making of Ireland draws on accounts of migrant journeys by historians and sociologists and from memoirs and newspapers mostly since the beginning of the seventeenth century, although the next chapter gives an overview of migration to Ireland during earlier periods. It 3considers the political, economic and legal circumstances that made immigration and emigration possible or necessary, and provides illustrative examples of the experiences of migrants and their families, while highlighting the differences between the migration experiences of women and men. It draws on biographies, letters, newspaper accounts, recent social research, case studies produced by organisations advocating on behalf of migrants, interviews and the work of historians and social scientists.

         At an early stage in the writing of this book I had an exchange with an irate academic friend about the proper use of terminology. I used the term ‘migrant’ in Chapter 3 about (Plantations) to refer to settlers from Scotland who were part of the early-seventeenth-century plantation of Ulster. ‘If the notion of migration is to have any meaning,’ he replied, ‘it cannot cover just any old movement of people or animals, that’s what the word “movement” is for, with all its ambiguities and indeterminacies. And that means there has to be a point where the concept just doesn’t apply, as with the Plantation (colonisation), the Vikings (colonisation) and St Patrick (slavery).’ Yet the Plantation of Ulster included waves of settlement by ordinary labourers, artisans and by people whose descendants migrated onwards to North American as indentured servants. Some of those who settled in or were planted in Ireland had migrated in order to flee persecution elsewhere.

         Many of the Catholic Irish who emigrated were no less part of colonisation projects than those who came to Ulster from Scotland and England. Emigration from Ireland mostly occurred to places that were or had been part of the British Empire. Some Irish migrants arrived in the Caribbean as indentured servants and some of their descendants became slave-owners. Throughout the British Empire, Irish emigrants became part of colonial systems as soldiers, policemen, administrators and as missionaries.

         Not one of the terms generally used to distinguish between migrants – immigrant, emigrant, economic migrant, forced migrant, indentured servant, undocumented person, guest worker, refugee, asylum seeker – is adequate to describe the complexities of specific cases, but the choice of terms tells us a lot about how migrants have been treated or legally defined in specific situations. For example, the legal systems of nation states have come to distinguish between citizens and non-citizens, between guest workers requiring visas and labour migrants from countries where reciprocal agreements permit the free movement of people. Within the administrative logic of such systems human beings become defined by the categories in which they have been placed. Gradations of rights between citizens and non-citizens, immigrant ‘guest’ workers, undocumented workers, refugees and asylum seekers have emerged in a number of western countries that as recently as a century ago operated few restrictions on immigration.4

         4As well as setting out a broadly chronological account of migration to and from Ireland, the structure of the book is designed to explore and tease out a number of different kinds of categories used to classify human migrants in the Irish context. Some chapters explore the experiences of particular groups or categories of immigrants. Others present overviews of larger waves of immigration and emigration whilst providing examples of the experiences of various kinds of migrant journeys. These include two chapters on the seventeenth century. Chapter 3 is mostly focused on English and Scottish migration to Ireland in the wake of the Plantation of Ulster. Chapter 4 examines a complex system of migration to and from Ireland within which there were military migrations in both directions. Catholic Irish exiles served in Spain, Flanders and elsewhere whilst Cromwellian soldiers and later Huguenots who served William of Orange were settled in Ireland. The same conflicts also resulted in the transportation of Catholics to the West Indies, and the movement of Catholic clergy to the Continent. Seventeenth-century conflicts in Ireland had European as well as Atlantic dimensions, and both emigration from Ireland and waves of colonial settlement need to be understood in these wider contexts.5

         Consideration of emigration from Ireland is divided into chapters that address the experiences of those who left before independence (Chapter 8) and after independence (Chapter 6). It was not until around 1820 that Catholics comprised the majority of migrants from Ireland to North America. Many Protestant emigrants were what came to be called Ulster Scots in Ireland, or Scots Irish in the United States.6 After the 1820s, lower shipping costs made it easier for Ireland’s mostly poorer Catholic majority to cross the Atlantic. Before independence, some emigration was a form of internal migration within the then-United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. After independence, the twenty-six-county Irish state could, in theory, have discouraged emigration or done more to provide alternatives to emigration.

         Two chapters examine in detail the experiences over several generations of small immigrant communities in Ireland, and the challenges they faced in maintaining their distinct cultural and religious identities. Chapter 5 examines the experiences of Palatines as German-speaking-refugees-turned-colonial-settlers, and of their descendants who remained in Ireland or immigrated to North America. Chapter 7 examines the experiences of Litvaks, Jews and earlier Jewish migrants to Ireland who settled there in small numbers and had to contend with distinct forms of discrimination. Anti-Semitic immigration laws barred Jews from settling in Britain and Ireland for centuries until these were repealed by Oliver Cromwell. Nineteenth-century Jewish settlers and their descendants had to negotiate anti-Semitism. Yet, Ireland’s Jewish communities made a considerable contribution to the political, economic 5and literary life of Irish society. Their memoirs and family histories are drawn on here.

         Chapters addressing the period since the partition of Ireland a century ago have focused on the experiences of migrants on both sides of the border. In some cases there has been much less research on migrant communities in Northern Ireland than in the Republic, sometimes reflecting the smaller size of these communities. Chapter 9 examines the experiences of refugees who arrived in Ireland from several different countries during the twentieth century. These included Jews, Hungarians, Vietnamese and Bosnians. Chapter 10 addresses those of black African immigrants from a number of sub-Saharan countries (but mostly from Nigeria) who were united in their experiences of racism and marginalisation. Many of these arrived as asylum seekers, an administrative category which denied some of the rights granted to those given refugee status by the Irish state, including the right to work. For all that the Irish often remember past waves of emigration as a trauma, many of those who left Ireland did so without having to overcome the kinds of barriers and restrictions encountered by some recent migrants who have made Ireland their home.

         Chapter 11 compares and contrasts the experiences of immigrants from both European Union member states and non-EU countries who do not have an automatic right to live and work in Ireland. What comes to the fore is how different levels of rights and entitlements affect the experiences of immigrants. The chapter touches on the experiences of people from a number of different countries who have settled in the Republic and in Northern Ireland in significant numbers, including Filipinos, Chinese, Lithuanians and Latvians. Chapter 12 examines the specific experiences of recent immigrants from Poland who after 2004, when the European Union was enlarged, became the largest immigrant community in both the Republic and in Northern Ireland. More people in the Republic now speak Polish on a daily basis than speak Gaelic. Chapter 13 is focused on the experiences of Muslim immigrants again on both sides of the border. Whilst Ireland has had a small, predominantly Sunni, Muslim community for decades (mostly comprised of students and medical professionals), this has grown rapidly in recent years making Islam the Republic of Ireland’s fastest-growing religion. Muslim immigrants have come from several different countries and regions, including from North Africa, the Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa and Pakistan, and Britain. The chapter explores some of the complexity of Islam in Ireland at a time in the West when Islamophobia is rife and Muslims tend to be viewed with suspicion.

         A conclusion chapter addresses some key recurring themes: how governments came to regulate migration; the impact of immigration controls on 6the lives of migrants to and from Ireland; and the influence of economic pressures on decisions to migrate in both directions. It also considers the ways in which migrants to and from Ireland variously came to adapt, assimilate and integrate.

         Migration and the Making of Ireland was written at a time when immigration has become a major political issue in many countries. Much of the academic literature about this and most political debates appear to be focused on the perspectives and attitudes of host communities rather than, as here, on the lives and experiences of immigrants. In addition, integration debates as these have played out in a number of European countries have been mostly ones about national identity and about the anxieties of host communities. Whilst these are important issues, responses to immigration that do not also focus on how migrants are faring are at best abstract. One of the key aims of this book is to help make Irish debates about immigration more tangible and more focused on the experiences of immigrants’ perspectives.
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         Annals dating back to the seventh century posited one of two commonplace Irish theories of migration. This was the presumption that Ireland had experienced several waves of immigration over thousands of years. The centuries-old annals of monks that were compiled into the twelfth-century Leabhar Gabhála Éireann (trans. Book of Invasions) dated the first settlement of Ireland to some 2,242 years after the creation of the world, as calculated by biblical scholars.1 Irish myths were shoe-horned into a creationist chronology derived from the Old Testament by clerics who calculated that the world was created several thousand years earlier. These were cited in other early histories transcribed by monks elsewhere, such as the Historica Brittonum, which was composed around 830 AD.2 Myths about Ireland’s early inhabitants from the Book of Invasions were taken at face value in popular histories of Ireland until the early twentieth century. The second commonplace theory – illustrated by post-fourteenth-century claims that the descendants of Anglo-Norman settlers had become ‘more Irish than the Irish themselves’ – posited that there were ongoing processes of cultural assimilation through which even invaders were absorbed over time.

         The myths which posited the prehistoric making and re-making of Ireland through immigration have been challenged by evidence collected by archaeologists, geneticists and linguistic scholars. Archaeological evidence suggests that a succession of hunter-gatherers settled Ireland when it was still connected by a land bridge to Britain. An ice age curbed populations of flora and fauna until around 10,000 years ago. As the glaciers smothering Ireland and Northern Europe retreated, plants and animals from the warmer climes of Southern Europe made inroads. The first wave of humans seems to have reached Britain 270,000 years ago, during the Pleistocene, or ‘First Stone Age’ long before this ice age. Around 15,000 years ago, when ice was in retreat, humans returned to Britain.3 It is likely that people reached Ireland during this period. 8

         A bear bone found in a cave in County Clare, showing signs of cuts made by stone tools, has been dated as around 12,500 years old. The earliest evidence of a human settlement in Ireland is around 8,000 years old, from the Mesolithic or ‘Middle Stone Age’.4 A Mesolithic encampment on Mount Sandel in County Derry was excavated during the 1970s, where the remains of circular huts about six metres across were found along with evidence of hunting, fishing and a diet that may have included apples and hazelnuts. Evidence of similar communities has been found in Scotland and on the Scottish isles, suggesting that people crossed over, perhaps, to Antrim. A curious hunter-gatherer looking across the sea at the Mull of Kintyre would have been able to see the Antrim coast on a clear day. Flint, the primary raw material for tools at the time, was abundant in east Antrim, whereas it was much harder to find in Scotland.

         Early migrants who reached Ireland may also have come from the Isle of Man or Wales, or even from France, where evidence of similar kinds of tools has been found. Definitive proof of where the first settlements were located has, most likely, been washed away by rising sea levels.5 For 4,000 years the inhabitants of Ireland were hunter-gatherers, and these probably only ever numbered a few thousand. There may have been a second wave of hunter-gatherer settlements 1,000-1,500 years after the first.6 Another theory is that the Isle of Man experienced an environmental disaster such as extreme land-loss due to rising sea levels, which, like the nineteenth-century Irish Famine, provided the impetus for emigration.7

         Neolithic peoples developed agriculture around 8000 BC in what is now Syria, Eastern Turkey and Kurdistan. Their techniques seem to have reached Ireland sometime between 5000 and 4000 BC. How this came to pass and where the first farmers in Ireland came from is not clear. Nor is it clear how many Neolithic migrants in total arrived. The techniques that distinguished these newcomers from the resident hunter-gatherers may have been copied or adopted from a small number of actual new arrivals. Maybe a small number of farmer migrants had many descendants compared to the hunter-Pgatherers who thinly populated continental Europe, Britain and Ireland before the onset of farming. Or it could have been that the farmers who spread westwards century after century were like the European settlers who spread west in North America, albeit at a much slower pace. To what extent these colonisers obliterated Mesolithic hunter-gatherers as they moved across Europe and into Britain and Ireland or to what extent the descendants of hunter-gatherers became farmers is simply not known.

         The introduction of farming raised the population of the island considerably. By around 3800 BC, farming had replaced hunter-gathering as the main way of life. Neolithic farmers and perhaps the descendants of Mesolithic people herded livestock, grew wheat and barley and built houses in isolated 9farmsteads, creating a pattern of land use that persisted in Ireland for millennia. Many artefacts of the Neolithic era, such as flint tools, ceramic pots and megalithic tombs, appear to be nearly identical in both Ireland and Britain, which suggests either a common origin or ongoing contact between the Stone Age farming societies on both islands. Archaeological finds also suggest that Neolithic people and techniques arrived in Ireland from southern Brittany and that there must have been some degree of ocean trading between both places. However, contacts with and connections to Britain seem to have been much stronger.8

         Traces of Neolithic societies found in Ireland include passage tombs, stone tools, arrowheads, evidence that forests were cleared for agriculture and, at Ballynagilly in County Tyrone, sophisticated farmhouses made of split oak planks. It seems that many of Ireland’s Stone Age farmers lived in dwellings that were more sophisticated than those inhabited by much of the island’s population during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.9 Some time before 3000 BC large mounds containing tombs were constructed in the Boyne Valley. Evidence of increasingly sophisticated agriculture can be dated from around 2500 BC, around when the use of bronze tools arrived in Ireland. It has been estimated that Ireland’s population by then was somewhere between 50,000 and 100,000.10 Peter Woodman, the archaeologist who discovered the oldest settlement found to date at Mount Sandel, has argued that Ireland’s genetic heritage was most probably fixed by the end of the Stone Age, by which time Ireland had been inhabited for thousands of years:

         
            The gene pool of the Irish was probably set by the end of the Stone Age when there were very substantial numbers of people present and the landscape had already been frequently altered. The Irish are essentially Pre-Indo-European, they are not physically Celtic. No invasion since could have been sufficiently large to alter that fact completely. Celtic speakers, Vikings and Normans may have made small alterations but it was not until the Plantation period that this gene pool was to be added to significantly.11

         

         Woodman wrote this in his contribution to The People of Ireland, a book that accompanied a 1988 BBC Northern Ireland television series, and one of a long line of books of invasions to which Migration and the Making of Ireland also belongs. More recent surveys of Ireland’s genetic profile have not found any significant evidence of large-scale immigration after the Neolithic period, but also conclude that an absence of genetic evidence is not a sound basis for believing that there have been no significant migrant incursions since then.12

         The evidence of ongoing cultural diffusion – the spread of religions, languages and technologies – is compelling but precisely how and when this 10occurred before the advent of recorded history is unclear. Efforts to explain successive shifts in how people lived in Ireland – from hunter-gathering to farming, from using stone tools, to working with bronze and iron – tend to emphasise immigration or trade or a mixture of both. There is evidence of trade in copper, tin, gold and in finished goods made from these during the late Bronze age circa 1200–1000BC. Compared to other areas in Europe, a large number of Bronze Age swords have been unearthed in Ireland.13 Such finds, alongside the remains of hill forts, suggest that Ireland was dominated by a warrior elite but it does not prove that these warriors were descended from a particular wave of Bronze Age invaders.

         Cultural diffusion is not of itself evidence of large-scale migration and it is often difficult to glean the causes of cultural changes from artefacts. However, it is possible to identify cultural similarities between similar artefacts found in different places. Similar metal-working techniques were used in both Britain and Ireland during the early Iron Age, which suggest a degree of population movement between the two islands. The evidence for this includes finds of jewellery, horse bridles and other kinds of metalwork, with similar Celtic ornamentation on excavations from both La Tène in Switzerland, where a major trove was unearthed, Britain and Ireland. By the third century BC, the elite in Ireland began, as the archaeologist J. P. Mallory put it, ‘to kit themselves out in La Tène equipment.’14 La Tène finds in Ireland include gold torcs, armlets, brooches, rings, tankards and sword hilts, some of which appear to have been imported into Ireland during the first century AD.

         The Celts were Ireland’s first identifiable ethnic group, that is, identifiable by traces of a specific language rather than merely by artefacts and biological remains. One of the puzzles is that neither archaeologists nor geneticists have found evidence of significant movements of people or any other major cultural intrusions during the period when Celtic influences must have reached Ireland.15 However, linguistic scholars suggest that a Celtic language came to Ireland some time during the late Bronze Age or early during the Iron Age. At that time Indo-European Celtic societies inhabited much of Europe and although Celtic languages have since died out in most places these have survived in Cornwall, Brittany, the Isle of Man, Wales, Scotland and in Ireland. The Celts, which means something like ‘stranger’ (keltoi) in classical Greek, came to be known as ‘Gaels’. Related terms include Gaul (an old name for France), Gallic (French), Galicia (an area in Northern Spain) and Gaeilge (the Irish language); those labelled ‘Celts’ by scholars in recent times were a conglomeration of peoples who spoke several related languages.16 It has been argued that Celtic people moved into Ireland in two waves: from western France or northern Spain into the western seaboard, and another from Britain, which was settled earlier by Celtic tribes.17 Celts remained the dominant group in Ireland for centuries after they were 11superseded by the Romans in Gaul, and by the Romans and Germanic peoples in Britain. As a result, Ireland experienced a long period of cultural continuity stretching perhaps from several hundred years BC to the arrival of Christianity in the fifth century AD, by which time the Roman influence in Britain was in decline.18

         In 431 AD (the first authentically recorded date in Irish history) Pope Celestine I sent Palladius as a missionary to Ireland. Palladius was over-shadowed by Patrick, a Briton, who possibly arrived the following year. Patrick was the son of a minor Roman official who seems to have lived near present-day Carlisle on the Anglo-Scottish border, where he was captured by Irish raiders and sold as a slave. After six years, Patrick managed to make his way back to Britain, returning to Ireland some years later as a missionary. Ships plied trade routes between both islands bearing thousands of slaves, according to Patrick’s writings, and missionaries to Ireland.19

         Ideas, customs and religious practices flowed from Britain to Ireland and then, subsequently, from Ireland to Britain. Pre-Christian Ireland had colonies on the Western shores of Britannica, on the Isle of Man and in what is now Wales that lasted for a time after Christianity took root in Ireland.20 Migrants from Ireland to Britain and Europe in subsequent centuries included Christian missionaries who founded monasteries from the sixth century onwards in several different countries. Migrants moved between a network of monasteries spread across Ireland, the Hebrides, mainland Scotland, England and continental Europe at a time when these were often the closest equivalent to metropolitan centres. Some of this traffic to continental Europe from the eighth century included monks seeking refuge from Norse raiders.21

         The central puzzle of early Scandinavia is why, after an age of passive isolation, Norse communities ‘suddenly exploded’ during the eight century, sending wave after wave of fleets, warriors, and colonists into every corner of Northern Europe, including Ireland. Theories about why they did so variously refer to ‘a serious ecological imbalance between demographic levels and available resources’ at the end of a mild climate period that may have encouraged unsustainable growth in population density.22 Most Norse had lived in coastal farming communities where short summers demanded a period of intense labour. During the spring and autumn, when the fjords were free from ice, fishing and raiding expeditions seem to have been part of the annual cycle and constituted a form of seasonal migration. Over time, this turned into large-scale emigration. Advanced shipbuilding techniques put the islands to the south, including Ireland, in range.

         The Northmen who reached Ireland came mostly from what is now Norway. Like the pre-Christian Irish, they took, ransomed and sold slaves. Raids from the end of the eighth century were followed by the establishment of a number of coastal bases by the 830s that connected these with Viking 12settlements elsewhere, and provided staging posts for raids inland using rivers. Settlements developed where the main rivers reached the coast, most notably Hlymrekr (Limerick), Ventrafjorth (Waterford), Veigsfjorth (Wexford) and at Vikingalo (Wicklow).23 These traded with and had political links to settlements in Scandinavia, Britain and what came to be known as Normandy in western France. The Vikings dominated some towns – never large swathes of territory as they did in England – and appear never to have constituted more than a small proportion of the population. Research by geneticists suggests that these Norse colonial settlements were largely composed of indigenous Irish and that the actual numbers of immigrant settlers living in these could have been quite low.24

         Vikings based in Irish settlements took part in raids in France which led to the ceding of Normandy to Norsemen. For example, Nantes was raided in 843 AD by a fleet of 67 Viking ships that most likely came from an Irish longphort (‘ship port’). The attackers drew on their experience of raiding in Ireland where they had learned that Church festivals were the most profitable time to attack and gather spoils from churches and slaves.25 Vikings returned from Brittany to Ireland around 914 AD. After seizing control of both Waterford and Dublin, they crossed over to England, where a few years later (in 919 AD) they conquered York.26 Vikings had vested interests, formed alliances and took opposite sides in conflicts in Ireland, Britain and Normandy. For example, soldiers from Normandy fought beside the Dublin king Sitric Silkbeard at the Battle of Clontarf in 1014, some 52 years before the Norman invasion of England and some 163 years before the Anglo-Normans formally arrived in Ireland in 1177.27

         A slave market was established in Viking Dublin where, until the eleventh century, Irish kings also sold captives who were shipped abroad. It was only when Dublin came under Norman control that slave trading was made illegal.28 Raids inland for slaves and booty overlapped with commerce. Dublin, Waterford and Limerick each had distinct trading hinterlands but also an economic rivalry in competing for opportunities to trade with prosperous areas of Munster and Leinster, which also resulted in warfare between all three. For example, in 927 AD, Viking Waterford defeated Viking Limerick in battle. Ten years later, Viking Dublin captured the ruler of Limerick and broke up his fleet. In 953 AD, Dublin Vikings attacked Waterford harbour. In the 990s Vikings from Waterford briefly ruled Dublin. Viking settlements feuded with one another, traded with their hinterlands and continued to raid inland.29 Unsurprisingly, the clergy whose annals comprised the first drafts of Irish history had little positive to say about the Vikings. Yet, during the ninth and tenth centuries, raids on Irish monasteries for plunder and hostages by indigenous Christian raiders far exceeded those attributed to Vikings. Monasteries even went to war with one another; in 807 AD a battle 13between monasteries in Cork and Clonfert, and in 817 AD another between monasteries in Taghamon and Ferns in Wexford, each resulted in the deaths of several hundred.30 Excavations of Viking settlements in Dublin revealed drainage systems, house structures, boat-building and much evidence of trading. Irish goods found by archaeologists in Norway seem to be more often the products of trade than plunder.31

         After generations of raids, Normandy was settled by some 5,000 Norsemen who were allocated lands, took Frankish wives and were baptised as Christians. These became the ruling class of a feudal system.32 The Normans who invaded England were descended from Scandinavians, and the Anglo-Normans who invaded Ireland a century later belonged to the same castle-building feudal social order that had supplanted Britain’s Anglo-Saxon ruling class.33 In 1165 Diarmait Mac Murchuadha, king of Leinster, sailed to Bristol and travelled to the court of Henry II in Aquitaine to obtain military assistance against other Irish kings. Henry allowed Diarmait to recruit mercenaries from within his kingdom. Diarmait came to an arrangement with Richard Fitzgilbert, Earl of Pembroke, who was known as Strongbow, which included the hand of his daughter in marriage and the promise of lands for Strongbow and his allies. In May 1169 the first few hundred Anglo-Normans landed in Wexford, followed by the arrival of Strongbow at the head of a larger force a year later. Wexford, Waterford and Dublin were captured by August 1170. Strongbow married Aoife and her father died soon after in May 1171. Henry became alarmed that one of his earls had carved out what was potentially a rival kingdom. He landed in Waterford in October 1171 with a large expeditionary force and remained in Ireland for six months, during which time many of the native Irish kings pledged homage to him.

         The Anglo-Normans were not the only newcomers to Ireland during the twelfth century. More than 30 years before the first of these arrived, the bishop of Down had encouraged Cistercian monks from France to establish abbeys in Ireland and help reform the Church in Ireland. In 1140 Malachy visited Clairvaux and left a few of his clergy to be trained as Cistercians. These, with some French monks, established the first Cistercian abbey at Mellifont in County Louth in 1142. By 1169 when the Anglo-Normans formally arrived there were fourteen Cistercian foundations in Ireland. The Anglo-Normans established a further ten Cistercian monasteries in the 50 years after 1169, including Tintern de Voto in Wexford around 1200 AD. The monastery was established by monks from Tintern Abbey in Wales, and endowed lands in the Wexford barony of Bargy.34

         Decades before the arrival of the Anglo-Normans, the Church in Ireland had already come within England’s orbit as far as Rome was concerned. In 1155 Pope Adrian II, following a petition from his countryman, the 14Archbishop of Canterbury, granted Ireland to Henry II.35 The influence of Canterbury was felt in Dublin when, in 1174, Archbishop Lanfranc was asked by clergy there to consecrate their bishop-elect. No Dublin diocese was recognised by the Irish episcopate at the time, nor were other Norse towns represented within its Episcopal structures. Bishops appointed in Waterford and Limerick were also consecrated by Archbishops of Canterbury. The Norse-Irish bishops swore canonical submission to Canterbury and acknowledged Canterbury’s primacy over Ireland.36

         Anglo-Norman secular connections to Ireland also preceded Diarmait’s approach to Henry for permission to recruit mercenaries. Some introduction of feudal patterns of land-holding in some Irish kingdoms also preceded the arrival of the Anglo-Normans in the manner in which the hierarchy of tenancies, junior lordships and ruling families were organised.37 The Ireland that Anglo-Normans arrived into was ‘swordland’, where possession by right of conquest was an accepted practice, and therefore not unlike what they were well used to.38 As Robert Frame put it, the Anglo-Normans did not arrive in an exotic backwater of which they knew little. Rather, they entered south-east Ireland along well-established lines of commercial, cultural and military communication.39

         Henry II gained control of Dublin, Waterford and Wexford, keeping the towns and their hinterlands as royal possessions. Through a series of royal charters, he and his descendants encouraged immigration by making them attractive to traders and craftsmen from abroad.40 One of his charters granted Dublin to the men of Bristol – a place with which Dublin already had many links – to colonise and run.41 Control of trade was similarly exercised in both cities through a merchant guild system as established by royal charters. The first membership roll of the Dublin Merchant Guild from 1190 or earlier, was a list of those permitted to conduct business that contained some 3,000 names. Some had names which indicated that they were descended from Norse settlers. Some were from what is now the Netherlands, and some were from northern and western France. Most were apparently from south Wales, the west midlands of England, especially from Bristol. Clearly Dublin attracted immigrants from a number of countries.

         A surviving roll of around 500 men admitted as freemen of Dublin between 1230 and 1249 included bakers, cooks, spicers, taverners, millers, brewers and fishermen, tailors, dyers, fullers, weavers, furriers, goldsmiths, armourers, carpenters, and masons, amongst many other trades. Some of these were immigrants, but many were former inhabitants of other Irish towns and from Dublin’s immediate hinterland. By the end of the thirteenth century, the main ocean trading towns – Dublin, Waterford, Cork, Limerick and Drogheda – had all acquired municipal independence from the Crown, and thus could elect a mayor and set their own local taxes. In Dublin’s case, 15freedom from control by Bristol was granted in lieu of repayment of a loan to the Crown made in 1229.42

         By the beginning of King John’s reign in 1199, Anglo-Norman bishops had been appointed to seven dioceses that included the main Norse-founded ports (Waterford, Limerick and Dublin) and places in the east of Ireland which were being colonised (Carlow, Kilkenny, Meath and Down).43 All the Archbishops of Dublin consecrated between 1181 and 1306 were English born: John Cumin (1181–1212), Henry of London (1213–28), Luke (1228–55), Fulk of Sandford (1256–71), William of Hotham (1296–8) and Richard of Ferings (1299–1306). English bishops who settled or held appointments in Ireland (these could be absentees) seem to have accommodated a flock of relatives and clients with positions in the country.44 Churchmen from Britain as well as knights promoted the colonisation of Ireland.

         Beyond the towns, Ireland was partly colonised by an international upper class, ecclesial as well as secular, which had, over the previous hundred years conquered England and advanced into Wales, and which was still engaged in infiltrating Scotland. The phenomenon was connected to a wider scattering that had deposited nobles, knights and clergy from Normandy and other parts of northern France in Sicily, Antioch and Palatine.

         Anglo-Normans who seized or were granted lands in Ireland were accompanied, chiefly in the south-east, by what has been described as ‘a widespread, though patchy settlement by peasants and artisans from England and Wales’.45 The population of Ireland just before the arrival of the Normans has been estimated at less than 500,000, based on what the then-prevalent pastoral and agricultural economy might support.46 The Anglo-Normans introduced an arable farming economy in some parts of the country. It is difficult to estimate the numbers of settlers who migrated to Ireland but the number could have been a very small percentage of the overall population.

         Wexford acquired the infrastructure of Anglo-Norman settlement including motte and stone castles, abbeys, manorial villages and boroughs.47 An unknown number of Welsh, English and Flemish settlers were introduced to the area as tenants by Norman barons. It is likely that most of the pre-existing local population remained in the area. This is suggested by the persistence of Gaelic and Norse-Irish family names and the Gaelic names of parishes, townlands and topographical features. However, a distinct dialect, a form of early English with elements of Norman French and Flemish known as Yola, survived as a spoken language in the baronies of Forth and Bargy until the mid nineteenth century.48 Forth and Bargy, which contained Wexford town, has the highest concentration of Old English surnames in Ireland.49 To this day the area continues to have been visibly shaped by its Anglo-Norman heritage.

         16An area encompassing what is now County Meath and lands that stretched from Castleknock on the outskirts of Dublin to Longford was granted to Walter de Lacy, who also held lands in Hertfordshire, Shropshire, Wales and Normandy. The county was organised into 17 boroughs of which five – Trim, Kells, Navan, Athboy and Drogheda – became walled towns. Colonisation occurred through a process of subinfeudation, whereby tenant retainers provided rents and the services of knights to their lord and in turn sub-let lands they held, mostly to Irish tenants.50 In Meath a small number of Anglo-Normans relied mostly on native tenants who came to be regarded as hereditarily bound to their lords.51 De Lacy, like Strongbow and other knights who served them, married the daughters of Irish lords.52

         Uladh, a territory that includes the present-day East Ulster counties of Down and Antrim, was seized by John de Courcy, who also held lands in the north-west of England, where many of those he settled in Ulster came from. He was the patron of religious houses in the north of England, the southwest of Scotland and on the Isle of Man, all places from which Down and Antrim could be reached without difficulty. He established Benedictines from Chester and Augustinians from Carlisle at Downpatrick, where he settled. Benedictines from Furness in Lancashire arrived at in County Down.53 De Courcy married Affreca Godredsdatter, whose father was the Norse king of the Isle of Man. This was in keeping with the sphere of influence he developed on both sides of the Irish Sea.54 Many colonising lords of this period and equivalents granted lands in Ireland in subsequent centuries already owned estates in Britain from which settler tenants relocated to Ireland. The east of Ulster came under his control partly because of a local power vacuum. No local lord or alliance of local landowners was strong enough to retain control of the area. However, the territory to the west, which became the O’Neill kingdom of Tyrone, never became part of Anglo-Norman Ireland.55

         Over time the descendants of the Anglo-Normans came to see themselves as the English of Ireland.56 They also did what the Scandinavians did in Normandy, and the Normans did in England; they married in, came to speak the local language and adopt many local customs. In many respects their descendants became cut off from English politics and society. No English king visited Ireland after John until Richard II in 1399 and none again until 1649–50 when both claimants to the throne, James II and William of Orange, arrived to fight each other. Anglo-Norman power in Ireland declined during the fourteenth century. England was preoccupied by what came to be called the Hundred Years’ War. In 1315 Edward Bruce invaded the north of Ireland from Scotland, and the following year declared himself King of Ireland. A cataclysmic war devastated the country as far south as Tipperary and the walls of Dublin. From 1348 the Black Death devastated 17the Anglo-Norman towns, hitting Drogheda first. One estimate put the number of immediate deaths in Dublin at 14,000.57 Population decline in England meant that there was no prospect of support let alone any possibility of enticing further settlers to Ireland.58 Areas that had not been heavily settled by Anglo-Normans came under the control of Gaelic dynasties. English-controlled Ireland shrunk mostly to the Pale, an area that included Dublin and coastal territories to the north and south of the city.59 An assessment of the Gaelic resurgence was set out in the preamble of the Statutes of Kilkenny, a set of laws passed in 1366 aimed at curbing the decline of Anglo-Norman Lordship in Ireland:

         
            now many English of the said land, forsaking the English language, fashion, mode of riding, laws and customs, live and comport themselves according to the customs, fashion and language of the Irish enemies; whereby the said land and its liege people, the English language, the allegiance due to our Lord the King, and the English laws there, are subordinated and diminished, and the Irish enemies exalted and raised up, contrary to right.60

         

         These concerns about protecting the English language were expressed in French. During the fourteenth century French was still the spoken language of the Anglo-Normans in Ireland and of Lionel Duke of Clarence, third son of Edward III, who presided over the Irish parliament that passed the Statutes of Kilkenny. What we think of as English – the language of William Shakespeare – was imported to Ireland by later waves of colonists.

         The prohibitions on Gaelic culture and intermarriage in the Statues of Kilkenny were aimed at lords and clergy – the governing elites –rather than at commoners and ‘mere Irish’. There was never much of a concern about what language ordinary people spoke. A kind of English was spoken by at least some of the descendants of the peasants and artisans who were planted by Anglo-Norman lords or who migrated from cities like Bristol to Dublin. Yola, the Forth and Bargy dialect that was spoken until the nineteenth century, differed considerably from the English that was introduced by subsequent colonial planters who arrived in William Shakespeare’s lifetime. The Gaelicised descendants of the Anglo-Normans who called themselves English came to be called the Old English following the arrival of new English colonists during the reigns of Elizabeth I and James I.

         From the perspective of these New English the Anglo-Norman conquest of Ireland looked more like a failure than a success. Sir John Davies in 1612 in his Discovery of the True Causes why Ireland was Never Entirely Subdued described the Anglo-Norman conquest as ultimately superficial; Ireland had never been properly conquered to begin with. English laws had not, even after 350 years, been extended to cover the entire population. This particularly 18mattered because Irish inheritance customs differed from those enshrined in common law: ‘For who would plant or improve or build upon this land which a stranger whom he knew not should possess after his death?’ Davies maintained that the lands given to Anglo-Norman adventurers were too large to have been colonised properly. They built castles and assigned free-holders to their estates, but these leases ‘were not tied to any form of plantation’. Some introduced tenants from abroad, but they were not obliged by law to do so. The result was that many presided over lands that never ceased to be Gaelic. According to Davies, they had been allowed too much independence; they and their descendants never became proper subjects of the Crown.61

         By the beginning of the seventeenth century Ireland had only been partially colonised and the descendants of settlers who arrived in the wake of various conquerors had become, for the most part, assimilated. Here and there, such as in parts of Wexford and in the vicinity of Dublin, cultural differences from the still-predominantly Gaelic culture of ordinary Irish people had gained some traction. British cultural influences remained strongest in the vicinity of ports through which goods and people moved back and forth. Outside these enclaves Ireland was still very much a Gaelic country.
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         The main focus of this chapter is on the plantation of Ulster following the Nine Years’ War (1594–1603) that saw the defeat of Gaelic Ulster, the destruction of much of its population and, in 1607, the Flight of the Earls of Tyrone and Tyrconnell. The post-1608 plantation directed by the Crown is examined as a scheme to settle Scottish and English migrants in these counties. Here I mostly focus on Tyrone, using a case study of the plantation of Dunnalong near Strabane. The chapter also examines the separate informal plantation of Antrim and Down in east Ulster and the earlier plantation of Munster. Whilst there were subsequent waves of migration to Ulster, especially from Scotland, this initial period of settlement did much to shape the contours of Ulster’s subsequent demography. Plantations were exercises in social engineering designed to promote, amongst other aims, the settlement of migrants from England and Scotland in Ireland.

         The plantation of colonists in Ireland occurred in several phases with various degrees of failure and success during Elizabeth’s reign and that of her successor, James VI of Scotland, who was crowned James the First in 1603. In the century after 1580 perhaps 100,000 settlers migrated to Ireland from Scotland, England, and Wales.1 This estimate includes several generations of migrants and most were not part of some specific plantation scheme. Some made their own way over to join second-, third- and fourth-generation descendants of settlers. The plantations were most successful in Ulster which, until the beginning of the seventeenth century, had been the most Gaelic part of Ireland. Ulster, except for its east coast, was, as Roy Foster put it, ‘intractably Gaelic’. Ulster’s Gaelic leader Hugh O’Neill, the Earl of Tyrone, was viewed by London as ‘a renegade Elizabethan’, having been reared as the ward of Sir Henry Sidney, the Queen’s chief official in Ireland, from the age of seven until he was seventeen.2 Compared to a few elite connections with England, relationships with Scotland were considerably stronger. There had been many marriages between members of Ulster’s 20 and Scotland’s ruling families. Tyrone and the Earl of Tyrconnell hired mercenaries from the Highlands and Scottish islands whilst the English army that fought them was supplied by Scottish merchants.3 To some extent at least, according to Nicholas Canny, Ulster and Scotland were part of the same polity and economy.4

         After the Flight of the Earls the Crown moved quickly to settle English and Scottish landowners and tenants on confiscated lands in six counties: Donegal, Londonderry, Tyrone, Fermanagh, Armagh and Cavan. This scheme of plantation excluded Antrim and Down on Ulster’s east coast where informal schemes of plantation were already underway. It followed centuries after earlier Anglo-Norman attempts to settle parts of Ulster. During the early twelfth century King John had authorised the Norman settlement of the North Antrim coast. The Normans who took possession crossed over from Scotland. Throughout the medieval period Highland clans vied with Ulster Gaels for control of Antrim. Just twelve miles of water separated Antrim from the Scottish highlands and within this ‘archipelago’ East Ulster, West Scotland and the Scottish isles were more connected geographically, linguistically, culturally and economically than the former was with much of Ireland.5

         And now a note of caution: we should be careful, some historians advise, about concentrating too much on plantations in seeking to understand social change in seventeenth-century Ireland. We focus on plantations and their owners because we have considerable documentary records of these (though far less on how the ordinary migrants who settled on these lived their day-to-day lives). But, as put by Raymond Gillespie, plantations were far from typical places and the arrival of people and new economic systems did not always formally map on to specific plantation arrangements.6 The challenge, he argues, is not to let the sheer weight of documentation and political discussion that plantations generated, and the focus on land confiscation that has characterised much of historical writing, get in the way of trying to understand wider social and economic changes.7 The problem is not that different, in a way, from the challenge described in the previous chapter of trying to understand the lives of earlier settlers in Ireland. We have far more information than we do about earlier waves of settlers such as the Celts or Vikings but for the most part, especially for the earlier periods considered in this chapter, ordinary migrants remain invisible. We know perhaps where they came from and their range of occupations but not their particular stories. 21

         early plantations 

         Conscious efforts were made to learn from the failures of earlier plantations in Laois, Offaly and in Munster to settle sufficient Scottish and English or British tenants, as these were referred to in early seventeenth-century documents, on confiscated lands. The essential lesson was that without a critical mass of settlers no plantation could succeed.8 However, those seeking to profit from schemes of plantation were not necessarily preoccupied with colonisation as an end in itself. According to Thomas Bartlett, during the last decades of the sixteenth century:

         
            Ireland was a magnet for those down in their luck, younger sons without a fortune, soldiers without a war or for those who had long-term ambitions further afield. Plantations in Ireland could be a stepping stone to similar endeavours in the New World, a career trajectory, so to speak, attested by the (bloody) presence in Ireland from the 1570s of those later New World celebrity colonisers, Francis Drake, Humphrey Gilbert and Walter Raleigh.9

         

         The Tudor plantations of the sixteenth century during the reigns of Henry VIII and Elizabeth I, like the later more-successful plantations of Ulster, were preceded by the confiscation of lands held by Hiberno-Norman dynasties (in Munster) and Gaelic clans (in Leinster). Typically, lands were escheated (confiscated by the Crown) after failed rebellions that had been triggered by Tudor expansionism which had managed to exploit divisions between existing Irish landowners. This pattern of exploiting Irish conflicts in order to acquire lands dated back to Strongbow.

         The plantations of King’s County (Offaly) and Queen’s County (Laois) were officially inaugurated in 1556 when the O’Moore and O’Connor clans were dispossessed.10 Many of those who undertook the plantation of Laois and Offaly, the ‘undertakers’, and most of the inadequate numbers of tenants that these recruited, were from the Pale. Few came from England. The 1580s witnessed the more extensive plantation of Munster following the confiscation of lands from Gerald Fitzgerald (Earl of Desmond) and their allocation by the Crown to English-born undertakers.

         Ambitions for the expropriation, colonisation and resettlement of Munster’s Gaelic Irish population had been in the air since the 1560s, but ‘the great irony was that a Munster planation, when it finally came in the 1580s was constructed on the ashes of the Geraldine lordship, the relic of the Norman Conquest four centuries earlier’.11 The scheme was designed so that only those already with large landholdings could qualify to receive ‘seignories’ of 12,000 acres on which they were typically expected to settle ninety-one families. Each full seignory was to be divided into six freeholds 22 with each freeholder farming 300 acres. Below this a tier of six farmers would each hold 400 acres. Forty two copyholders with 100 acres each and 36 lesser tenants would be granted smaller holdings or, if they were tradesmen, live in a village. Each village was to construct a vicarage for a minister and a water mill. Villages, it was envisaged, would be settled with one mason, one carpenter, two gardeners, one wheelwright, one blacksmith, one butcher, one miller, one tailor, a shoemaker and a parish clerk. The entire Munster plantation was to consist of 25 such seignories which meant that its architects envisaged some 2,275 English households.12

         This corresponded to an envisaged newcomer population of more than 11,375 people, including dependants, being settled on escheated Munster lands.13 This model was imitated by British settlers in colonies on the far side of the Atlantic ocean during the eighteenth century. In Munster it was aimed, as Nicholas Canny put it, at constituting an English world in an Irish environment.14 It worked better in theory than in practice.

         Estimates suggest that just 4,000 settlers had arrived by 1598 when rebellion broke out again at the beginning of what came to be called the Nine Years’ War. By 1598 many of the settlers were clustered in a small number of areas rather than equally dispersed across Munster’s confiscated lands.15 One of the more successful enterprises was the 12,000-acre estate at Cappoquin in County Waterford that came to be owned by Christopher Hatton. By 1598 there were twenty-two English men (some had Welsh surnames) and eight English women on the estate as tenants together with 53 ‘Irish people descended from the Irish race’ with, presumably, all their dependants. The settlers claimed ownership of 300 cattle and 400 sheep, two teams of English horses and sixty cows. The Irish inhabitants between them had eighteen ploughs, 167 cows and 1,000 sheep. Some pre-1598 undertakers apparently preferred Irish tenants, who were willing to pay higher rents.16

         By 1611 the settler population in Munster plantation counties reached 5,000. By 1622 this had risen to 14,000 and the number of settlers in Munster reached some 22,000 by 1641.17 About 80 percent of these lived in south Munster, forming about seven or eight percent of a regional population of perhaps a quarter of a million. About a third lived in towns and the rest were mostly spread out near rivers and along the coast. The ‘colonial showpiece’ was the new town of Bandon, which had an almost-exclusively English, population. By 1641 almost one in eight of Munster’s English settler population lived there.18

         In assessing the impact of the plantation of Munster there is some disagreement amongst historians about the extent to which new settlers fundamentally changed the region. Early-seventeenth-century Munster was already very much a money economy rather than dominated by Gaelic barter customs.19 Except for a few enclaves like Bandon the population 23 remained for the most part unchanged. Trade came in and out of Cork, as it had done before the plantation. The circulation of coin expanded and there was a proliferation of money-lending tied into rural commercial transactions.20 As David Dickson put it, ‘It was clear that the elites, old and new, were heavily involved in money-lending arrangements and that both landowners and merchants (notably the Old English in Cork city) acted as creditors.’21

         What did change was the ownership of land. The early seventeenth century also witnessed the transfer of huge concentrations of wealth into the hands of a few. By far the most successful of the New English adventurers was Richard Boyle who, in 1602, purchased lands in east Cork (previously owned by Sir Walter Raleigh) and in west Waterford. One of the ways he expanded his Cork holdings was by lending to other landowners and then foreclosing on their debts. By 1636 he owned land in at least seventeen counties but mostly in Munster. He rented out his Munster properties through more than 1,200 individual lease agreements.22 By 1641 just eight of the original 35 estates were owned by Catholics and another 15 by descendants of the original undertakers.23

         Not all plantation schemes sought to introduce colonists. In 1590, after the senior Gaelic lord in County Monaghan, Hugh Roe MacMahon, was executed his lands were split into five separate holdings rather than confiscated like Desmond’s lands in Munster. These were granted to various MacMahons with other modest parcels distributed amongst other prominent native families. In essence Monaghan was to be pacified rather than colonised, brought under English control but not settled. Similar schemes of native plantation followed the breakup of East Bréifne, which became County Cavan, and West Bréifne, which became County Leitrim.24

         James, for his own part, had some experience of failed plantations in Scotland. In June 1598 he had, for instance, directed adventurers from Fife (at their own expense) ‘to plant policy and civilisation in the hithero most barbarous Isle of Lewis.’25 He had come to realise that changing the ownership of lands of itself was, of itself, insufficient. Without also introducing settlers, plantations did not succeed. Scottish involvement in the plantation of Ulster was in some respects an extension of centuries of effort by the lowland Scots to extend their authority over the Gaelic population of the Highlands and islands, a task that acquired a new impetus when the Reformation hit Scotland. James had even described this civilising mission as one to be realised by ‘planting colonies amongst them’ and ‘planting civility in their roomes’ by ‘rooting out or transporting the barborous or stubborne sort’.26

         James’ style of rule was very different from that of the Tudors who preceded him. In his first four years as the first British king he adopted something of a Scottish solution to an Irish problem, whilst encouraging Scottish settlement in Antrim and Down on Ulster’s Scotland-facing coast.27 The 24 terms imposed by James in 1603 on the defeated Gaelic earls left these in situ. From the perspective of anti-Catholic English officials in Ireland the decision was perverse. But religious motives for the plantation of Ulster should not be overestimated for all that religion became central to conflicts between settlers and natives in subsequent generations. If anything, James sought to avoid transplanting the kinds of religious conflicts that had begun to emerge in Scotland. He was hardly likely to have favoured transferring ‘what he regarded as extreme Presbyterians to Ireland as an intelligent way forward, except perhaps as a convenient way of getting them out of Scotland, which might have been understandable’.28 Moreover, it has been estimated that 20 per cent of seventeenth-century Scottish settlers planted in Ulster were Catholic.29

         antrim and down 

         From earliest times there had been travel, trade and the movement back and forth of people in Antrim and Down and Gaelic-speaking Scotland, including Galloway, Strathclyde, Kintyre and the Southern Hebrides.30 Around 500 AD, settlers from Antrim had crossed to the Mull of Kintyre and taken possession of Argyllshire. During the High Middle Ages, Gaelic language and culture dominated south-western Scotland. Scotland, like Ireland had been invaded and settled by Norsemen but these became, as in the Irish case, linguistically assimilated. For example, Norse-Gaelic speakers from Galloway in Scotland settled in the Lake District after 1100.

         In 1177 the Norman Lord John de Courcy seized the east coast, built castles at Dundrum in south-east Down and Carrickfergus in south-east Antrim. His successor Hugh de Lacy became the first earl of Ulster in 1205. The Norman conquest never extended through the entire province. A heartland of Gaelic power in north-west and central Ulster remained virtually intact throughout the medieval period. The Norman colony, for its part, was almost swept away during the early fourteenth century when it came under pressure from an Ulster-Gaelic resurgence in alliance with the Scottish King Robert Bruce who in 1315 invaded Norman Ulster.31

         At the time of the Norman invasion of Britain north-western England was under the control of Gaelic-speaking Scottish monarchs.32 The movement of Gaelic Scots to Ireland included gallóglaigh (gallowglass) mercenaries during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. During this period a branch of the O’Neills, who came to be known as the Clandeboye O’Neills, took control of south Antrim and north Down. This extension of Gaelic influence effectively split the Norman earldom in two. Carrickfergus was captured in 1384 and thereafter paid a ‘black rent’ tribute to the Gaelic chiefs. The north 25 east of Antrim fell under the control of highlanders from Argyll across the straits. What Michael Hill calls a ‘Scottish Pale’ might be identified in Antrim and Down, within which over time Norman influences were supplanted by Scottish ones.33

         English efforts to establish plantations in East Ulster during Elizabeth’s reign were unsuccessful. Sir Thomas Smith obtained a grant from Elizabeth of the entire territory of the Clandeboye O’Neills, who by then had been established there for three centuries. It was to be his if only he could take and hold it, which he failed to do. After a second ill-conceived effort to settle the Ards peninsula failed in 1573, Smith was obliged to relinquish his claim to Clandeboye. An attempt by the Earl of Essex to colonise parts of Antrim that was jointly funded by the Crown also failed. Essex had mobilised some 400 adventurers protected by around 1,000 soldiers. However, within a few years those who remained were huddled for security around Carrickfergus and along a strip of the Antrim coast near what would become Belfast. Over the next few decades the number settled in the vicinity of Carrickfergus rose. Forty parcels of land were allocated to new settlers in 1595. These were a mixture of New English, Old English and Gaelic. When subsequent parcels were allocated in 1601 and 1603 these went mostly to English settlers.34

         The plantation of North Down and the Ards peninsula resulted from the machinations of two Scots, James Hamilton and Hugh Montgomery. Montgomery had served as a captain in a Scottish regiment in the Netherlands and was a member of James’ court. Both came from families that had been neighbours to the south of Glasgow. At least one of Montgomery’s relatives from Ayr in Scotland was already involved in trade with East Ulster and in a position to represent him in his plans to obtain lands there.35 Hamilton was the son of a Presbyterian minister from Dunlop. In 1587 he took up a position as a schoolmaster in Dublin. When Trinity College was founded in 1592 he became one of its first fellows. Hamilton became bursar of Trinity in 1598. He also acted as an agent for the King of Scotland from 1600 in negotiations in London for the royal succession. The plantation of the Ards was led by a close-knit group who were loyal to James and came to have influence in his court.

         Following a ‘rebellion’ after the seizure of his castle in 1601 the Gaelic lord of Upper Clandeboye, Conn O’Neill, was imprisoned in Carrickfergus. From then on his tenure must have been precarious. According to the late-seventeenth-century Montgomery papers, which have been frequently cited in histories of the plantation of Down, he was freed from imprisonment with Montgomery’s help after he agreed to hand over half of the lands under his control. In Montgomery’s account O’Neill had been jailed after some of his men were involved in a brawl in Belfast during which they killed an English soldier. O’Neill supposedly had sent his men there to bring back casks of 26 wine for a feast. Montgomery broke him out of prison in 1604 in return for some of O’Neill’s lands. The story is improbable, not least because Belfast was barely a hamlet at the time and would have been an unlikely place to purchase casks of wine.36 This account seems to have collapsed a number of transactions whereby O’Neill sold off some of his lands over time to Montgomery and others.37 The essence of the deal was that Montgomery agreed to use his influence with the King to secure O’Neill a royal pardon in return for half of O’Neill’s lands. Hamilton used his influence to muscle in on Montgomery’s land-grab. The king was convinced that so large a portion of Clandeboye was too large to be successfully planted by any one undertaker and, in any case, was under some pressure to reward a number of his other favourites. In November 1605 Hamilton was formally granted the lordship of Upper Clandeboye and the Great Ards in County Down.

         Lower Clandeboye was granted to Arthur Chichester, the military commander of the war against the Gaelic earls. In 1601 Chichester had seized Castlereagh, O’Neill’s castle, and set in train the events that led to his imprisonment.38 Chichester was granted the governorship of Carrickfergus and was put in charge of other forts in its vicinity. In November 1603 he was granted Belfast castle and a large surrounding estate which commanded the northern coastline of Belfast Lough and included the site of the future city.39 Chichester became Lord Deputy of Ireland in 1605. By the time his ten-year term of office was over he had become the largest plantation landowner in Ulster. Due to his position he too was able to obtain some of O’Neill’s lands.

         Belfast was one of 40 towns to receive charters in 1613. It barely existed until the 1630s but grew to displace Carrickfergus as East Ulster’s main port. The earliest documented settlers in Belfast were English. These included a few merchant families who came to own property in the town and land in its vicinity. It is likely that these were amongst families from England’s West Country encouraged to settle there by Chichester, who was from Devonshire. From the 1630s Belfast attracted Presbyterian settlers from Scotland. Many of these appear to have belonged to merchant families from the south-west of Scotland, particularly from Ayr and Irvine. By the 1640s a number of Carrickfergus merchants transferred their undertakings to Belfast.40

         Montgomery and Hamilton’s success as planters was unprecedented. By 1630 the Hamilton estates contained 928 settlers (and their families) and those of Montgomery contained a further 1,012.41 Hamilton and Montgomery both recruited tenants from the Scottish Lowlands to migrate to Ulster to farm their newly acquired lands for low rents. They persuaded members of their extended families to come and in May 1606 the first group of farmers, artisans, merchants and chaplains arrived, four years before the main plantation of Ulster in 1610. Not unusually, Hamilton employed relatives as agents to manage his estates.42 He was knighted by James on 14 November 1609. 27 By 1611 a new town of eighty houses had been established at Bangor where Hamilton lived. His brother John acquired lands in County Armagh and founded the towns of Markethill, Hamiltonsbawn and Newtownhamilton.43 Montgomery parcelled his lands into sub-units and leased these to Scottish men of property such as John Shaw of Greenock and William Edmonston from Stirling.44

         The territory of Iveagh to the south of Clandeboye remained in the hands of the Magennis family, but following the Flight of the Earls this was broken into several freeholds. Like Con O’Neill, Art Roe Magennis avoided being pulled down by the Nine Years’ War and the Flight of the Earls. By cooperating with Chichester, Magennis secured a title to Iveagh but the deal reduced other branches of his clan to the status of leaseholders on his estate in accordance with English law. A scheme for the freeholding of Iveagh in January 1608 transferred ownership to fifteen individuals including thirteen Magennises. About 85 per cent of the old lordship remained in the hands of Gaelic Catholic tenants. Over time some of these sold up to settlers who had the money to invest in land. Although by 1641 only 48 per cent of the old Magennis lordship remained in the hands of natives, this was considerably more than elsewhere in Ulster.45 For example, North Antrim remained under the control of the Catholic Scottish Highlander Randal McDonnell. In essence McDonnell had retreated to Ulster, where he held some 300,000 acres, after he lost his Scottish territories to the Campbell clan of Argyll. He encouraged Scottish settlers to join him. Many of these were Catholics. The plantation of the Ards was viewed as successful insofar as it stabilised the area by bringing in significant numbers of settlers.

         the plantation of ulster after 1608

         The Flight of the Earls in 1607 created a power vacuum that made a more ambitious scheme of plantation possible than any previously attempted in Ireland. This encompassed the present-day counties of Donegal, Londonderry (then named Coleraine County), Tyrone, Fermanagh, Armagh and Cavan, where native Catholics granted titles during the 1590s were replaced by Scottish and English undertakers. By 1618 some of these had sold off their lands to settlers in Down. Successful undertakers such as Hamilton and his brothers William and John acquired lands in Cavan and relocated some of their Scottish tenants there.

         The plantation was organised through the work of three commissions which sat between 1608 and 1610. Their duties were to escheat lands and try rebels at assizes.46 Articles of plantation were drawn up and published in May 1609: A Collection of Such Orders and Conditions as are to be Observed by 28 the Undertakers upon the Distribution and Plantation of Escheated Lands in Ulster. These allowed for three categories of settler. The first of these were Scots or English undertakers of high rank, who were to receive estates of between 1,000 and 2,000 acres at a rent of £5 6s. 8d per thousand acres. Undertakers were required to build a castle, stone house or a bawn and they could only take English or Scottish tenants. These were required to take the Oath of Supremacy and reside on their estates for at least five years. For every thousand acres the undertaker could reserve 300 acres for himself. The remaining 700 acres was supposed to be divided in the following way: 120 acres each for two freeholders, three leaseholders of 100 acres each and at least four families of husbandmen, artificers or cottagers on the remaining 160 acres.47

         Clearly, in parcelling out these smaller estates to the Ulster undertakers, efforts had been made to learn from the mistakes of the Munster plantation, where blocks of 12,000 acres had been allocated.48 It was argued when plans for the more successful Ulster plantations were being drawn up, that the Elizabethan plantations had failed to live up to expectations, partly because financial inducements to attract the right sorts of tenants had not been put in place and partly because they had been too large.49 The second category, ‘servitors’, were mainly former army officers who were granted estates of similar size at a rent of £8 per 1,000 acres. Again, these were required to build a stone house or bawn. They were trusted to take on Irish tenants. But under takers and servitors receiving 2,000 acres were also required to settle a minimum of forty-eight Scots or English tenants on their estates. The native Irish who were deemed to have been loyal during the Nine Years’ War constituted a third category. These were granted estates of between 100 and 300 acres, and paid £10 13s. 4d. per thousand acres, which was double the rents of English and Scottish settlers, and were allowed Irish tenants.

         An August 1610 proclamation declared that the law required that natives inhabiting lands allocated to British undertakers transfer to lands controlled by servitors or native freeholders. In practice, it seems that British undertakers sought to retain native tenants who were needed to make their estates viable as rent-payers, labourers and food producers, as they found it unprofitable to import settlers in sufficient numbers to occupy more than a fraction of their estates. For this reason, the deadline for removing native tenants was delayed and delayed again with the support of Chichester, who was himself a prominent planter. Catholic tenants were fined – in essence required to pay an extra tax – and this was often paid on their behalf by the undertakers, who needed them. Once the deadline passed undertakers with Catholic tenants were deemed to have broken their contracts and to be liable to forfeiture. However, they were allowed to procure new titles at higher rents to the crown if they paid fines. By 1618 it was clear that the 29 segregation would not be enforced; a new notional 1628 deadline was declared, but there is no evidence that any native tenants were moved once this had elapsed, although some undertakers with Catholic tenants were indeed fined.50

         All in all much more was done to pressure undertakers to introduce settlers than had been the case of earlier attempts at plantation. Even though undertakers and prominent figures like Chichester were mostly focused on securing personal wealth, settlers were introduced in unprecedented numbers. For example, estimates for 1618 put the total number of Scots (tenants and their families) who had by then migrated to Ulster at about 40,000.51

         A somewhat different scheme of plantation operated in and around Londonderry. Derry, to give it the name still used by Northern Catholics, was a port in Lough Foyle. It had been strategically important during the war with Tyrconnell and Tyrone. In 1600 it was taken over and fortified by Sir Henry Docwra. In 1604 James issued a charter creating Derry as a city with its own corporation. A failed uprising in 1608 by Sir Cahir O’Doherty, one of the Gaelic lords who stayed behind when others fled in 1607, cleared the ground in the usual way for forfeiture of his lands and for plantation. The 1608 rising was put down by Chichester who acquired a substantial portion of O’Doherty’s escheated lands. Chichester’s holdings included most of the Inishowen peninsula, some offshore islands and extensive fishing rights.52

         The 1604 royal charter made trade and migration from Britain feasible in much the same way as had occurred centuries earlier through charters which granted Dublin to the city of Bristol (see Chapter 2). Rather than introduce undertakers in the vicinity of Derry, James put pressure on London merchants and financiers to invest in the construction of and settlement of the then-county Coleraine and a small portion of Tyrone (Limavaddy). What came to be called County Londonderry was divided amongst the twelve London guilds: the Cloth-workers, the Drapers, the Fishmongers, the Goldsmiths, the Grocers, the Haberdashers, the Ironmongers, the Mercers, the Merchant Tailors, the Salters, the Skinners and the Vintners. Collectively these formed what came to be called the Honourable Irish Society, in essence, a joint stock company like the East India Company or the Virginia Company.53 Each guild received just over 3,000 acres of cultivated land, but when bogs and woods were added the landholdings of each amounted to about 40,000 acres. Some of the London guilds had previous contracts to supply provisions to Docwra’s troops in 1600.

         In January 1610 articles of agreement were signed requiring an initial investment of £20,000 to construct, amongst other things, 200 houses in Londonderry as the initial phase of what was the first major piece of urban planning in Ireland.54 Several villages were built, such as Draperstown, 30 though in one documented case near Coleraine, English-style thatched and slate-roofed houses were found to be less able for Ulster’s winds than the humble Irish hovels, which were built low to the ground.55 In 1613 Derry was renamed Londonderry. The London companies rented much of the land under their control to native Irish tenants.56

         Londonderry became an established entry point for migrants. For centuries most incomers had made the short crossing from Western Scotland and settled mostly in the east of Ulster. With the establishment of a trade route to Londonderry it became easier for migrants to reach other parts of Ulster. For example, settlers from the south-east of England, the other main point of origin other than Scotland, predominantly travelled to Londonderry and to English-owned estates. English settlers predominated amongst those initially planted in County Londonderry during the early seventeenth century. These either lived in the city or on lands owned by Englishmen in the vicinity. However, the city’s port was also a convenient entry point for Scottish settlers. Londonderry’s hinterland included South Tyrone where the settlers mostly came from Scotland.57

         So far little can be said about the ordinary people who migrated to Ulster during the early seventeenth century. An early reference to the kinds of settlers sought was contained in a pamphlet published in 1610 by Thomas Blennerhasset, an undertaker with 2,000 acres in Fermanagh. Blennerhasset exhorted his fellow Englishmen to settle in Ulster, but only if they had the necessary skills and character. Tradesmen, smiths, weavers, masons, carpenters and husbandsmen were needed and would succeed in Ulster. Ministers of God’s word were also needed. Poor indigent fellows were advised to stay where they were; they would starve in Ulster.58 Histories of the Ulster plantations give considerable details of the landholdings, the successes and failures of undertakers and servitors, and the lives of clergy, but when it came to ordinary settlers, there was markedly less information. As summarised by Jonathan Bardon:

         
            The great migration began, drawn from every class of British society: the families of servitors who had long sought to share in the province they conquered, younger sons of gentlemen eager for lands to call their own; Scottish nobles like the Earl of Abercorn, ‘induced’ to plant Tyrone ‘for a countenance and strength to the rest’; equerries, park-keepers, spies and other servants of the King’s household; men accepting estates in lieu of arrears in pay from the Crown; London merchants and ‘indwellers’ of Edinburgh; sea captains who had fought the Spanish at Cádiz and in the Carribean; Protestant clergy seeking harvests of corn from glebe lands and harvests of the natives’ souls; English and Scottish veterans who had served in the armies of Henry of Navarre of France and Maurice of Nassau, Stadholder of 31 Holland; relatives, neighbours, artisans and dependents of undertakers; ‘artificers’, both journeymen and apprentices, who had learnt their crafts with the London Companies; rack-rented and evicted Lowland Scots farmers; and horse thieves and other fugitives from justice.59

         

         When it comes to the last groups on this list, the majority of ordinary settlers forgotten by history, we are left with little more than a few crude stereotypes. These recall Tom Bartlett’s synthesis of accounts of the previous generation of settlers who migrated to Ireland in the years leading up to 1598:

         
            Skilled tradesmen and husbandmen were what was needed: those who actually arrived were the flotsam and jetsam of late Elizabethan England. Some had fled England to escape authority, others were, as a contemporary observer put it, ‘traitors, murderers, thieves, coseners, cony catchers, shifting mates, runners away with other men’s wives’, and so on.60

         

         The stereotypes applied to subsequent generations of Ulster Presbyterians did not necessarily apply to their first generation settler ancestors. Take, for example, the testimony of Andrew Stewart who was the son of a Presbyterian minister who settled in Six Mile Water Valley in South Antrim during the 1620s:

         
            From Scotland came many, and from England not a few, yet all of them generally the scum of both nations, who for debt, or breaking and fleeing from justice, came hither, hoping to be without fear of man’s justice in a land where there was nothing, or but little, as yet, of the fear of God.61

         

         Many of the Presbyterian ministers who went to Ulster prior to 1625 were disappointed to find many settlers fairly indifferent to religion.62 Presbyterianism did not flourish until a few decades after James’ plantation. In The Ulster Scot: His Religion (1914) the Reverend James Barkley Woodburn sought to explain this early ambivalence by likening early Scottish settlements to mining camps: ‘the first to emigrate to a mining camp are generally those who have not succeeded at home, or who have been in debt, or who are dissatisfied with their present condition’.63

         It is impossible to know what the population of Tyrone was at the end of the Nine Years’ War (1594–1603) but it was certainly the case that population density was low.64 By 1600 it perhaps stood at 20,000, almost all of these Gaelic Irish. One report referred to 3,000 deaths within a few months due to starvation in Tyrone towards the end of the war.65 There is evidence that some of O’Neill’s Gaelic underlings moved between Tyrone and the Pale (to Meath and Louth) as migrant farmworkers.6632

         Both English and lowland Scottish settlers were introduced by undertakers from both countries to Tyrone. Initially 15 of these undertakers were Scottish and 13 were from England. Seven servitors were also allocated lands in Tyrone. Collectively these planted between 232 and 266 adult tenants by 1611 (with their families), rising to around 600 settler tenants by 1613, 1,492 settler tenants by 1619 and 1,991 settler tenants by 1622.67

         Scottish undertakers were quicker off the mark and more successful in attracting settler tenants. By 1613 some 483 of an estimated 624 male adult tenants (77 per cent) were those of Scottish undertakers. Just 119 were the tenants of English undertakers and the rest were tenants of servitors. By 1613 five of the seven servitors granted lands in Tyrone had no Scottish or English tenants. One of the seven was Arthur Chichester who had a finger in most pies. He granted himself 1,100 acres at Dungannon. By 1618 he had introduced about 70 settlers there, significantly more than any of the other Tyrone servitors.68

         Scottish settlement in Ulster became consolidated during the period 1613 to 1619 with the disappearance of some unsuccessful planters and their replacement by other more capable ones. Some lands were sold, perhaps for the same reasons as in Munster, to pay off debts. The most successful Tyrone undertaker was the first Earl of Abercorn, James Hamilton. Like his name sake, who was involved in the plantation of Down, he was one of James’ men and benefited from this. He became a Scottish privy councillor when he was 23 years old and served in 1603 on the Commission on Union between England and Scotland. Abercorn was one of a number of Scottish nobles picked by James to anchor the post-1607 plantation. He was granted 3,000 fertile acres at Strabane and Dunnalong close to the sea and the use of 25 soldiers to help with the initial clearance. Abercorn managed to settle 240 tenants on his estate by 1613, far more than any other undertaker in Tyrone.69 Many of the tenants planted on the most successful plantation in Ulster were Scottish Catholics,70 while more generally about twenty percent of Scottish settler tenants by 1622 were Catholic.71

         Not all plantation landowners, it will be seen, were Protestant. Hamilton’s brother Claude received 2,000 adjacent acres at Eden-Killeny, and after a slow start managed to plant 50 tenants on his estate by 1618.72 Abercorn’s brother-in-law Sir Thomas Boyd received 1,500 acres at Shean upon which he had planted 100 adult males by 1619.73 Another relative, also called George Hamilton, a Catholic who had served in the Swedish army, got 1,000 acres.

         The first Earl of Abercorn was succeeded by his son, yet another George Hamilton, who had converted to Catholicism. As a result, his title came under scrutiny but he was granted a new patent at higher rents in 1639. The new patent also set aside some lands that could be leased to Catholics. This second Earl of Abercorn served on the royalist side during the Civil War. He 33 was at various stages a captain of horse, a colonel of foot, governor of Nenagh Castle, and he followed Prince Charles into exile and lived for a time in France. Following the restoration of the monarchy his lands were restored to him. He also gained title to lands in Cork, Clare, Tipperary, Limerick, Kilkenny and Longford.74 William, the eldest son of Sir Claude, also converted to Catholicism.75 Robert Algeo, Sir Claude’s agent, was a Catholic who is recorded as having had good relationships with the native Irish. He flouted the terms of undertaking to lease land to the natives.76 However, so did many other undertakers out of financial necessity. From 1628 it was determined that one-quarter of each of the undertaker’s estates could be set apart for Irish tenants. In 1631 William was fined for exceeding this quota. He too was a royalist during the Civil War and his lands were confiscated. After the restoration of the monarchy these were returned to him as a loyal Catholic.77

         From 1619 to 1625 the overall numbers of settlers declined. Yet, there was a new wave of immigration during the 1630s. The push factor was intolerance towards Presbyterianism in Scotland.78 Between 1628 and 1632 repeated crop failures in Ulster drove settlers back to Scotland where they were turned away because of similar bad harvests. In 1638 tenants from north Antrim fled to Kyntyre because of crop failure and cattle disease.79 At Dunnalong in Tyrone there appears to have been an almost complete turnover of settler tenants between 1630 and 1660. Just one of the leaseholders recorded in 1622 showed up on the 1630 muster roll. Analyses of such settlement patterns suggest experiences of rapid social mobility amongst Scottish settlers during this period whereby they relocated elsewhere in Ulster, including to the new towns.80 It is also clear that whilst various Hamiltons successfully introduced settlers, many of their tenants were natives and some of their settler tenants were Catholics.81

         In the baronies of Tyrone granted to Scottish undertakers Scottish surnames predominate in records of tenancies collected in 1622 and 1630. The distribution of settlers in 1622 still mostly reflected patterns of direct plantation. However, by then, there were four estates in south-east Tyrone owned by undertakers from Devon, one of whom was Sir Arthur Chichester. Records of surnames suggest that the tenants on these four estates were predominantly English.82

         the patchwork quilt 

         The post-1608 plantation turned Ulster’s Gaelic heartland into what Marcus Tanner refers to as ‘an ethnic and religious patchwork quilt’ of mostly Scottish and English settlers living in areas alongside each other.83  34 Each patch of this quilt also retained a Catholic population. This was fundamentally different than the settlement pattern that emerged as a result of the earlier Munster plantation where many areas remained entirely Catholic. English settlers were most prominent in Derry, Coleraine and its southern and western environs and in areas to the south and west of Lough Neagh. In a 1610 letter Chichester commented that Scottish settlers came better prepared, if with less money in their purses, for conditions in Ulster.84 It has been argued that the Ulster plantation, by and large, failed to flourish in the two decades after 1609 except in areas settled by Scottish undertakers and their tenants.85 First-generation Scottish undertakers and settlers were arguably more successful in Ulster than English ones ‘because they found an area that was culturally and physically similar to that which they had left behind’.86 These were also more willing to ignore settlement guidelines.87 As A. T. Q. Stewart wrote, ‘When the response of English settlers fell short of the original intention, and progress was slow, the Scots everywhere took up the slack. Not content with their own portions, they moved into most of the others, including those of the Londonderry plantation.’88

         By 1622 one estimate put the number of adult male British settlers in Ulster, excluding Antrim and Down, at 6,402. The term was used to denote both Scottish and English in various surveys at the time. There were perhaps another 500 settler men on Church-owned lands. The best estimate is that 3,740 of this total were Scots and 3,162 were English. Records from the time estimate that there were three women for every four men suggesting a total settler of 12,079 adults by 1622. The same information suggests a settler population in Antrim and Down of 4,000 adult males and a total of 7,000 adult settlers in all.89 There were about 30,000 Scottish and English settlers in Ulster by 1630s. By 1659, citing figures that exclude Tyrone, non-Catholic settlers constituted 26,081 or 37 per cent of Ulster’s population of 70,890. In no county did English and Scots outnumber Catholics. They came closest in Londonderry (45%), Antrim (45%) and Down (43%).90 The settlement of Ulster became an ongoing process, which resulted in significant Protestant populations in most places.

         When the distribution of surnames in Ulster in 1730 is compared to areas allocated to English and Scottish landowners, it appears that Scottish settlement in north west Donegal spread beyond the areas initially allocated to Scottish undertakers in 1610. The 1730 distribution of surnames also suggests that Scottish settlers came to predominate in parts of south Tyrone initially allocated to English undertakers. However, with the exception of north west Donegal and south Tyrone, the breakdown between areas of Scottish and English settlement can be mostly explained by initial patterns of direct plantation of settlers by landowners or on the colonial spread of settlers from convenient points of entry. Direct plantation placed some 35 Scots in inland counties but Scottish settlers also predominated on Ulster’s east coast. Just as migrants from south-west Scotland found their own way to Down and Antrim, it was also the case that some settlers in other Ulster counties had not been brought there by plantation undertakers.91

         By 1630, according to such estimates, there were perhaps 30,000 settlers in Ulster as a whole, with about three of four thousand of these in Tyrone. By 1666 the population of Tyrone had risen to about 37,000. About one-third of these would have been colonial settlers.92 Much of Ulster remained populated by Irish Gaels. In parts of Antrim and Down Scottish Gaelic enclaves persisted. Hardly anything is recorded of the lives of the settler tenants who populated the estates of undertakers and servitors. As put by Audrey Horning, in an account of the excavation of archaeological remains of a seventeenth-century Scottish Highlander settlement of more than 100 houses at Goodland on the Antrim coast: ‘We know a great deal about conflicted and complicated politicians like the Earls of Antrim, but very little about those who carefully cut and stacked turfs to wall their homes.’93 Until recently these remains had been understood to have been typical basic Gaelic structures of the kind used for centuries. Like most Irish dwellings of the time, these huts had no windows or chimneys. However, according to Horning, similar building techniques were brought over by Scottish settlers. The arrival of these settlers, she argued, was marked by continuities as well as rupture, in Antrim at least, because some Scottish settlers and the host Gaelic population shared a common culture and way of life.94 Scots Gaelic remained the most common language in some parts of Antrim and Down as late as 1800.95

         Intolerance of Presbyterians in Scotland triggered a further wave of Scottish settlement in Ulster between 1621 and 1632. In 1621 the Scottish parliament ratified articles that had been carried by the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 1618. These included the observation of Easter and Christmas, the administration of communion to the dying in their houses and rules governing baptism. Forty-five ministers dissented from these articles and some of these and some of their supporters moved to Ulster and joined the more evangelical Irish Church where they had more room to manoeuvre in the practice of their faith. The Irish Church at the time was more Calvinistic in doctrine. For example, it avoided some distinctions between bishops and presbyters which were much opposed by the Scottish non-conformists. This latitudinarianism was encouraged by James who was anxious to encourage the Scottish settlement in Ulster. The bishops he appointed to Ulster were Scottish conformists, but they were not too strict in enforcing conformity on their fellow countrymen. In some cases conflict was avoided by a ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ approach to Church governance.96 For two decades after the plantation of Ulster, Presbyterian ministers 36 remained part of the Church of Ireland and the kinds of conflicts within Protestantism that pushed some Presbyterians out of Scotland were held in check.

         Scottish Presbyterian clergy were encouraged by James Hamilton to settle and minister to his tenants in Clandeboye. These included Robert Cunningham, who came to Holywood in 1615 and Robert Blair, who settled in Bangor in 1623. Blair had been Professor of Philosophy and Greek at Glasgow College. With Blair’s encouragement, James Hamilton, a nephew of Lord Clandeboye, become a minister. James Livingstone, another high-profile opponent of Episcopalianism in Scotland, was invited in 1630 by Lord Clandeboye. Other early prominent Presbyterian ministers included John Welsh of Ayr, a relative of John Knox and, like Blair, a former Professor in Glasgow who settled in Templepatrick in County Antrim. These and other ministers spearheaded the spread of Presbyterianism in Ulster both before and after the 1641 rebellion – though not without setbacks. During the 1630s, during the reign of Charles I, bishops in Ulster sympathetic to Presbyterianism were purged. In response to the imposition of Episcopalianism some Presbyterian ministers, including Blair, and some members of their congregations took refuge in Scotland.97

         From October 1641 several thousand settlers were killed in an opportunistic rebellion triggered by the escalation of conflicts in Scotland and England that preceded the English Civil Wars. In the spiral of ‘ethnic violence’ settlers were, according to William J. Smyth, killed ‘in their homes, in the fields, in streets, on bridges, in woods, as prisoners, as well as in convoys trying to escape. Elsewhere, refugee men, women and children were hanged, drowned, starved or otherwise so badly used by stripping and expulsions as to result in their death. Some died of exposure to the winter cold, others of hunger, thirst and exhaustion.’98 In Ulster this violence was concentrated in a number of places: north Antrim, north-east Londonderry along the Bann, the countryside of both Antrim and Tyrone flanking Lough Neagh, and in Cavan. However, in significant parts of Down, mid-Antrim and in much of Donegal, Londonderry and Tyrone, the available evidence suggests more organised settler resistance and fewer killings of settlers as a result. Based on a correlation between estimated fatalities and the ratio of settlers to natives in particular areas, it seems that killings were most prevalent in areas where settlers were most outnumbered.99 It is often assumed that the planters remained undisturbed until the rebellion of 1641. This was far from the case. As A. T. Q. Stewart notes, the castles, bawns and fortified houses that undertakers and servitors were expected to build were not built for ornament.100

         In February 1642 the arrival of the Scottish Covenanter Army under General Munroe secured East Ulster and cleared spaces for further 37 Presbyterian colonisation. The Covenanter Army bought with it a number of Presbyterian ministers as army chaplains. It nurtured a Presbyterian revival in Antrim and Down involving such Ulster-based ministers but also visiting preachers from Scotland.101 The emergence of Ulster’s distinctive Presbyterian movement, in effect, dated from a period of the intense proselytisation during the 1640s. Ulster’s Protestant zones underwent what one account describes as a ‘Puritan revolution’, which also put its stamp on subsequent waves of Scottish settlers.102

         Following the defeat of the rebels another massive transfer of lands took place. These confiscations paved the way for further settlement after which, when the dust had settled after the restoration of the monarchy and after some forfeited lands were restored to Catholic ‘innocents’ such as Abercorn, some 78 per cent of land under cultivation in Ireland was owned by Protestants. After the Battle of the Boyne in 1690 yet another settlement was imposed upon Ireland. By 1702, when William of Orange died, the Catholic share had fallen to perhaps 14 per cent because of further forfeitures. The introduction of a number of penal laws in Ireland from 1695, that prevented Catholics from inheriting property, worked to further reduce this proportion over time. Ireland’s penal laws were aimed at securing the Protestant interest in the aftermath of the Williamite war.103 These followed the introduction of some equivalent earlier legislation in England. Some of these laws placed restrictions on Protestant non-conformists. As applied to Irish Catholics, ‘scarcely any human relationship or field of human activity escaped regulation’.104

         Estimates of Ulster’s seventeenth-century settler population were just that. By 1630, according to William J. Smyth, the probable settler population in Ulster was about 72,000 and by 1641 there may have been as many as 130,000 persons of Scottish and English descent living in Ulster.105 An 1880s history of the Scottish plantation of Ulster claimed that the North of Ireland was very much what the early seventeenth century had made it:

         
            North Down and Antrim, with the great town of Belfast, are English and Scottish now as they then became, and desire to remain united with the countries from whom their people spring. South Down, on the other hand, was not ‘planted’, and is Roman Catholic and Nationalist. Londonderry County too is loyalist, for emigrants poured into it through Coleraine and Londonderry city. Northern Armagh was peopled with English and Scottish emigrants, who crowded into it from Antrim and Down, and it desires union with the other island. Tyrone county is all strongly Unionist, but it is the country round Strabane, which the Hamiltons and Stewarts of Garlies so thoroughly colonised, and the eastern portion, on the borders of Lough Neagh, round the colonies founded by Lord Ochiltree that give the Unionists a majority.106

         

         38 Census records told a slightly different story. These distinguished the population of Ulster on the basis of religion rather than on the basis of settler or pre-plantation native ancestry. The 1861 census found a Protestant majority in counties Antrim (75.2 per cent), Down (67.5 per cent), Londonderry (54.7 per cent) and Armagh (51.2 per cent). Protestants descended from plantation settlers and subsequent immigrants were in an overall minority in both Fermanagh (43.5 per cent) and Tyrone (43.5 per cent). By 1901 Protestants in Tyrone constituted 38.7 per cent. Protestants were by then also in the minority in Londonderry (43.4 per cent) and Armagh (44.4 per cent) as well as Fermanagh (43.3 per cent). Scottish Catholic settlers in Tyrone and elsewhere were written out of such Unionist histories of the plantation. Whilst during the seventeenth century some of the Tyrone Hamilton Abercorn family were Catholics, their descendants became part of the Protestant Ascendency. By the 1830s, following the repeal of the penal laws, the Abercorn gentry were hardliner opponents of concessions to Catholics who constituted a majority of Tyrone’s population.107

         
            Notes

            1 Michael MacCarthy-Morrough, The Munster Plantation: English Migration to Southern Ireland 1583–1641 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1986), p. vii.

            2 Roy Foster, Modern Ireland: 1600–1972 (London: Allen Lane, 1988), p. 5.

            3 Nicholas Canny, Making Ireland British: 1580-1650 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), p. 194.

            4 Ibid., p. 193.

            5 Jane Ohlmeyer, Civil War and Restoration in the Three Stuart Kingdoms: The Career of Ranald McDonnell, Marquis of Antrim 1609–1683 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), p. 210.

            6 Raymond Gillespie, ‘Material culture and social change in early modern Ireland’, in James Lyttleton and Colin Rynne (eds), Plantation Ireland: Settlement and Material Culture, c.1550–1700 (Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2009), p. 43.

            7 Gillespie, Material Culture and Social Change in Early Modern Ireland, p. 46.

            8 MacCarthy-Morrogh, The Munster Plantation, p. 285.

            9 Thomas Bartlett, Ireland: A History (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010) p. 89.

            10 Tadhg Ó Hannracháin, ‘Plantation 1580–1641’, in Alvin Jackson (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Modern Irish History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014), p. 293

            11 David Dickson, Old World Colony: Cork and South Munster 1630–1830 (Cork: Cork University Press, 2005), p. 10.

            12 Canny, Making Ireland British, p. 130.

            13 Ibid., p. 130.

            14 Ibid., p. 132. 274

            15 MacCarthy-Morrogh, Muster Plantation, pp 115–16.

            16 Canny, Making Ireland British, pp 145–6.

            17 MacCarthy-Morrogh, Munster Plantation, p. 25.

            18 Dickson, Old World Colony, p. 25.

            19 MacCarthy-Morrogh, Munster Plantation, p. 135.

            20 MacCarthy-Morrogh, ‘Credit and remittance: Monetary problems in early seventeenth-century Munster’, Irish Social and Economic History, XIV (1987), 5–19, p. 10.

            21 Dickson, Old World Colony, p. 20.

            22 Ibid., p. 11.

            23 MacCarthy-Morrogh, Munster Plantation, p. 247.

            24 Jonathan Bardon, The Plantation of Ulster (Dublin: Gill and Macmillan, 2011), p. 21.

            25 Jenny Wormald, ‘The “British” crown, the earls and the plantation of Ulster’, in Éamonn Ó Ciardha and Micheál Ó Siochrú (eds), The Plantation of Ulster: Ideology and Practice (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2012), p. 21.

            26 Jane Ohlmeyer, ‘Civilizing of those rude parts’: Colonization within Britain and Ireland, 1580s–1640s’, in Nicholas Canny (ed.), The Oxford History of the British Empire, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998), pp 124–47.

            27 Wormald, ‘The “British” crown, the earls and the plantation of Ulster’, p. 27.

            28 J. Micheal Hill, ‘The origins of the Scottish Plantation in Ulster to 1625: A reinter - pretation’, in Journal of British Studies, 32 (1993), pp 24–43.

            29 Ibid., p. 40.

            30 Ibid., p. 25.

            31 Philip Robinson, The Plantation of Ulster (Dublin: Gill and Macmillan, 1994), p. 44.

            32 Hill, ‘Origins of the Scottish Plantation of Ulster’, p. 27.

            33 Ibid., p. 29.

            34 Robinson, The Plantation of Ulster, p. 51.

            35 See G. Hill (ed.), The Montgomery Manuscripts, 1603–1706, Compiled from Family Papers (Belfast, 1877).

            36 John Harrison, The Scot in Ulster (London: Blackwood and Sons, 1888), p. 7.

            37 D. A. Chart, ‘The break-up of the estate of Con O’Neill, Castlereagh, County Down’, Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy. Section C: Archaeology, Celtic Studies, History, Linguistics, Literature, 48 (1942/3), pp 119–51, p. 129.

            38 P. Roebuck, ‘The making of an Ulster great estate: The Chichesters, Barons of Belfast and Viscounts of Carrickfergus, 1599–1648’, Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy, 79, 1979, pp 1–25, p. 8.

            39 Roebuck, ‘The making of an Ulster great estate’, p. 8.

            40 Jean Agnew, Belfast Merchant Families in the Seventeenth Century (Dublin: Four Courts Press, 1996), pp 10–12.

            41 Raymond Gillespie, Colonial Ulster: The Settlement of East Ulster: 1600–1641 (Cork: Cork University Press, 1985), p. 150.

            42 Ibid., pp 135–6.

            43 Raymond Gillespie, ‘Thomas Raven and the mapping of the Clandeboye estate c.1625’, in Bangor Historical Society Journal vol. 1 (1981), 7–9, p. 7.

            44 Gillespie, Colonial Ulster, p. 30. 275

            45 Harold O’Sullivan, ‘The Magennis Lordship of Iveagh in the Early Modern Period, 1534 to 1691’, in Lindsay Proudfoot (ed.), Down History and Society (Dublin: Geography Publications, 1997), p. 168.

            46 W. R. Hulchinson, Tyrone Precinct: A History of the Plantation and Settlement of Dungannon and Mountjoy to Modern Times (Belfast: W. E. Maine, 1951), p. 38.

            47 Robinson, ‘The Ulster Plantation in the Manor of Dunnalong’, p. 267.

            48 Marcus Tanner, Ireland’s Holy Wars: The Struggle for a Nation’s Soul 1500–2000 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2001), p. 124.

            49 Jonathan Bardon, The Plantation of Ulster (Dublin: Gill and Macmillan, 2011), p. 19.

            50 T. W. Moody, ‘The treatment of the native population under the scheme for the Plantation of Ulster’, Irish Historical Studies, March 1938, 1.1, pp 59–63, p. 61.

            51 Ruth Dudley Edwards and Bridget Hourican, An Atlas of Irish History: 3rdEdition (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2005), p. 159.

            52 Canny, Making Ireland British, p. 192.

            53 R. J. Hunter, ‘The Fishmonger’s Company of London and the Londonderry Plantation, 1609–41’, in Gerald O’Brien (ed.), Derry and Londonderry History and Society (Dublin: Geography Publications, 1999), p. 208.

            54 Brian Lacy, Siege City: The Story of Derry and Londonderry (Belfast: Blackstaff Press, 1990), pp 82–9.

            55 Canny, Making Ireland British, p. 218.

            56 Bardon, Plantation of Ulster, p. 94.

            57 Robinson, Plantation of Ulster, pp 113–4.

            58 Cited in Bardon, Plantation of Ulster, p. 144.

            59 Ibid., p. 1.

            60 Bartlett, Ireland, p. 94.

            61 Quoted in W. Bailie, The Six Mile Water Revival of 1625 (Belfast: Presbyterian Historical Society of Ireland, 1984), p. 2.

            62 Hill, Origins of the Scottish Plantations, p. 4.

            63 Revd James Barkley Woodburn, The Ulster Scot: History and Religion (London: H. R. Allenson, 1914), p. 69.

            64 Patrick Fitzgerald, ‘From the Flight of the Earls to the Famine: Tyrone’s Migration history 1600 to 1845’, in Charles Dillon and Henry A. Jefferies (eds), Tyrone: History and Society (Dublin: Geography Publications, 2000), p. 461.

            65 Cited in Bardon, Plantation of Ulster, p. 40.

            66 Nicholas Canny, ‘Hugh O’Neill, earl of Tyrone, and the changing face of Gaelic Ulster’, Studia Hibernica, 1970, 10, pp 27–35, p. 27.

            67 Philip Robinson, ‘The Ulster Plantation and its impact on the settlement pattern of Co. Tyrone’, in Charles Dillon and Henry A. Jefferies (eds), Tyrone: History and Society (Dublin: Geography Publications, 2000), p. 249.

            68 W. R. Hutchison, Tyrone Precinct (Belfast: Erskine Mayne, 1951), p. 41.

            69 Robinson, The Settlement Pattern of Co Tyrone, p. 249.

            70 Hill, Origins of the Scottish Plantations, p. 40–2.

            71 Ibid., p. 34.

            72 Ibid., p. 249. 276

            73 Ibid., p. 249.

            74 Bardon, Plantation of Ulster, p. 278.

            75 Ibid., p. 215.

            76 Ibid., p. 216.

            77 Robinson, The Settlement Pattern of Co Tyrone, p. 254.

            78 Ibid., p. 251.

            79 Audrey J. Horning, ‘Archaeological explorations of cultural identity and rural economy in the North of Ireland: Goodland, County Antrim’, in International Journal of Historical Archaeology, 2004, Vol. 8, No.3, pp 119–225.

            80 William Roulston, ‘The Ulster Plantation in the Manor of Dunnalong, 1610–70’, in Charles Dillon and Henry A. Jefferies (eds), Tyrone: History and Society (Dublin: Geography Publications, 2000), p. 286–7.

            81 Bardon, Plantation of Ulster, p. 216.

            82 Robinson, Plantation of Ulster, p. 124.

            83 Tanner, Ireland’s Holy Wars, p. 125.

            84 Roebuck, The Making of an Ulster Great Estate, p. 16.

            85 Hill, Origins of the Scottish Plantations, p. 36.

            86 Ibid., p. 42.

            87 Ibid., p. 37.

            88 A. T. Q. Stewart, The Narrow Ground: The Roots of Conflict in Ulster (London: Faber and Faber, 1977), p. 40.

            89 Canny, Making Ireland British, p. 211.

            90 Robinson, The Plantation of Ulster, p. 105.

            91 Ibid., p. 114.

            92 William Mcaffe, ‘The population of County Tyrone 1600–1991’, in Charles Dillon and Henry A. Jefferies (eds), Tyrone: History and Society (Dublin: Geography Publications, 2000), p. 435.

            93 Horning, Archaeological Explorations of Cultural Identity, p. 211.

            94 Ibid., p. 209.

            95 Hill, Origins of the Scottish Plantation, p. 28

            96 Barkley Woodburn, The Ulster Scot, p. 88.

            97 William J. Smyth, ‘Towards a cultural geography of the 1641 rising/rebellion’, in Micheál Ó Siochrú and Jane Ohlmeyer (eds), Ireland 1641: Contexts and Reactions (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2013), p. 76.

            98 Ibid., p. 77.

            99 Stewart, The Narrow Ground, p. 46.

            100 Robert Armstrong, ‘Ireland’s Puritan revolution? The emergence of Ulster Presbyterianism reconsidered’, English Historical Review, 121.493 (2005), pp 1,048–72, pp 1,061–9.

            101 Ibid., p. 1,073–4.

            102 Charles Ivar McGrath, ‘Securing the Protestant interest: the origins and purpose of the penal laws of 1695’, Irish Historical Studies, 30.117 (1996), pp 22–46.

            103 R. C. Burns, ‘The Irish Penal Code and some of its historians’, The Review of Politics, 21.1 (1959), 276–99, p. 276.

            104 Smyth, ‘Towards a cultural geography’, p. 75. 277

            105 John Harrison, The Scot in Ulster (London: William Blackwood and Sons, 1888), pp 53–4.

            106 Darragh Curran, A Society in Transition: The Protestant Community in Tyrone 1836–42 (PhD eprint: NUI Maynooth), p. 10.

         

      



OEBPS/images/inline_02_online.png





OEBPS/images/a002_01_online.jpg





OEBPS/images/inline_online.png





OEBPS/images/9781910820629_cover_epub.jpg
- BRYAN FANNING





