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SYNOPSIS




In “A Visit from Alcibiades”, Machado de Assis narrates the curious invocation of the famous Athenian, who appears in the author's office for a witty dialogue. Between ironies and provocations, Alcibiades comments on politics, morals, and customs, revealing the contradictions between glory and vice. The encounter turns into a refined satire on human vanity and the fragility of the great names of history.
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NOTICE




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given the evolution in social norms and in our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Names from foreign languages will be preserved in their original form, with no translation.




 








A Visit from Alcibiades




 




Court, September 20, 1875.









Please

excuse the shaky handwriting and the disheveled style; you will understand them

in a moment. Today, in the late afternoon, after dinner, while waiting for the

casino to open, I stretched out on the sofa and opened a volume of Plutarch.

Your Excellency, who was my classmate, will remember that, since I was a boy, I

have had this devotion to the Greek; devotion or obsession, as Your Excellency

called it, and so intense that it caused me to fail in other subjects. I opened

the volume, and what always happens to me when I read something ancient

happened: I was transported to the time and place of the action or the work.

After dinner, it's excellent. In a short time, one finds oneself on a Roman

road, at the foot of a Greek portico, or in a grammarian's shop. Modern times

disappear, the Herzegovina uprising, the Carlist war, Rua do Ouvidor, the

Chiarini circus. Fifteen or twenty minutes of ancient life, and for free. A

true literary digestion.




That's

what happened today. The open page happened to be the life of Alcibiades. I let

myself be carried away by the Attic loquacity; in no time I was entering the

Olympic Games, admiring the most handsome of the Athenians, magnificently

driving the chariot with the same firmness and grace with which he knew how to

conduct battles, citizens, and his own senses. Imagine Your Excellency what I

lived! But the boy came in and turned on the gas; that was all it took to blow

away all the archaeology of my imagination. Athens returned to history, while

my eyes fell from the clouds, that is, onto the white denim pants, the alpaca

jacket, and the cordovan shoes. And then I reflected to myself: 
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