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Heart’s Desire





Characters


BRIAN


ALICE


MAISIE


SUSY


LEWIS


LOTS OF CHILDREN


TWO GUNMEN


YOUNG AUSTRALIAN WOMAN


OFFICIAL


BIRD


Brian and Alice are married. Maisie is Brian’s sister.
They are all about 60. Susy, their daughter, is 35,
Lewis, their son, is younger.


The scene is Brian and Alice’s kitchen.













	
 



	ALICE and MAISIE. ALICE setting knives and forks on table, MAISIE fidgets about the room. BRIAN enters putting on a red sweater.







	BRIAN


	She’s taking her time.







	ALICE


	Not really.







	 


	They all stop, BRIAN goes out. Others reset to beginning and do exactly what they did before as BRIAN enters putting on a tweed jacket.







	BRIAN


	She’s taking her time.







	ALICE


	Not really.







	 


	They all stop, BRIAN goes out, others reset and BRIAN enters putting on an old cardigan.







	BRIAN


	She’s taking her time.







	ALICE


	Not really.







	BRIAN


	We should have met the plane.







	ALICE


	We should not.







	MAISIE


	What I really envy her for is the fauna because it’s down a completely separate branch of evolution and I would love I would really love to see a platypus, not in a zoo but in its natural habitat. Imagine going to feed the ducks and there is some thing that is not a duck and nor is it a waterrat or a mole, it’s the paws make me think of a mole, but imagine this furry creature with its ducky face, it makes you think what else could have existed, tigers with trunks, anyway the platypus has always been my favourite animal, it doesn’t lay eggs like a duck, it’s a marsupial like a kangaroo so the baby’s born like a thread like a speck and has to crawl into the pouch, is that right, is a platypus a marsupial or not actually I’m not sure about that, maybe it does lay eggs like a duck, I’ll look it up or I’ll ask her when she comes and I wonder if she’s ever seen one, maybe she went swimming in a river and there was this little furry –







	 


	Reset to top. BRIAN comes in putting on old cardigan.







	BRIAN


	She’s taking her time.







	ALICE


	Not really.







	BRIAN


	We should have met the plane.







	ALICE


	We should not.







	BRIAN


	She’ll be exhausted.







	ALICE


	She’s a woman of thirtyfive.







	BRIAN


	How can you speak of your daughter?







	ALICE


	She’s a woman of thirtyfive.







	BRIAN


	You’re so right of course.







	ALICE


	She can travel round the world, she can travel the last few miles.







	BRIAN


	It’s so delightful for you always being so right.







	ALICE


	That’s it.







	BRIAN


	It’s what?







	ALICE


	I’m leaving.







	BRIAN


	Oh ha ha we’re all supposed to be frantic and beg you to stay and say very sorry.







	ALICE


	I wouldn’t bother.







	BRIAN


	I’m not going to bother don’t worry.







	 


	Exit ALICE.







	MAISIE


	Alice?







	 


	BRIAN and MAISIE wait.







	BRIAN


	She’ll just have a cry.







	 


	ALICE enters in coat with bag.







	ALICE


	Tell her I’m sorry and I’ll phone later to tell her where I am.







	 


	Exit ALICE.







	BRIAN


	Was that the front door? Alice? Alice.







	MAISIE


	I don’t think you –







	 


	Reset to top, ALICE in room as before, MAISIE as before, BRIAN enters putting on old cardigan.







	BRIAN


	She’s taking her time.







	ALICE


	Not really.







	BRIAN


	We should have met the plane.







	ALICE


	We should not.







	BRIAN


	She’ll be exhausted.







	ALICE


	She’s a woman of thirtyfive.







	BRIAN


	How can you speak of your daughter?







	ALICE


	She’s a woman of thirtyfive.







	BRIAN


	You’re so right of course.







	ALICE


	She can travel round the world, she can travel the last few miles.







	BRIAN


	It’s so delightful for you always being so right.







	ALICE


	She didn’t want to be met.







	MAISIE


	She’ll be here in a few minutes.







	BRIAN


	I’m talking about spontaneity







	ALICE


	She doesn’t want fuss.







	BRIAN


	She says that but it wouldn’t be if she didn’t know she was being met and there we just were or there I was –







	 


	Phone rings.







	 


	Hello? speaking. Ah. Right. Yes. Thank you.







	MAISIE


	What?







	BRIAN


	There’s been an accident.







	ALICE


	The plane?







	BRIAN


	The tube. Didn’t I say we should have met her?







	ALICE


	Is she – ?







	 


	Set back to top as before. BRIAN enters putting on old cardigan.







	BRIAN


	She’s taking her time.







	ALICE


	Not really.







	BRIAN


	We should have met the plane.







	ALICE


	We should not.







	BRIAN


	She’ll be exhausted.







	ALICE


	She’s a woman of thirtyfive.







	BRIAN


	How can you speak of your daughter?







	ALICE


	She’s a woman of thirtyfive.







	
BRIAN



	You’re so right of course.







	ALICE


	She can travel round the world, she can travel the last few miles.







	BRIAN


	It’s so delightful for you always being so right.







	ALICE


	She didn’t want to be met.







	MAISIE


	She’ll be here in a few minutes.







	BRIAN


	I’m talking about spontaneity







	ALICE


	She doesn’t want fuss.







	BRIAN


	She says that but it wouldn’t be if she didn’t know she was being met and there we just were or there I was if you insisted on not coming, she’d like it when it happened, the moment she caught sight she’d be delighted.







	ALICE


	Well we didn’t so I don’t see the point of worrying about it now.







	BRIAN


	She’ll never come home from Australia again.







	ALICE


	What do you mean?







	 


	MAISIE trips over.







	 


	Oh, what?







	BRIAN


	What the hell?







	MAISIE


	Sorry, all right, I’m all right.







	ALICE


	You haven’t hurt yourself ?







	MAISIE


	No. Yes. Not really.







	ALICE


	Can you get up?







	MAISIE


	Yes of course. Well. It’s just my ankle. Oh dear.







	
BRIAN



	How did you do that?







	ALICE


	Sit down and let’s have a look at it.







	MAISIE


	Oh ow. No no it’s nothing. Ow.







	 


	Set back. BRIAN enters putting on cardigan.







	BRIAN


	She’s taking her time.







	ALICE


	Not really.







	BRIAN


	We should have met the plane.







	ALICE


	We should not.







	BRIAN


	She’ll be exhausted.







	ALICE


	She’s a woman of thirtyfive.







	BRIAN


	How can you speak of your daughter.







	ALICE


	She’s a woman of thirtyfive.







	BRIAN


	You’re so right of course.







	ALICE


	She can travel round the world, she can travel the last few miles.







	BRIAN


	It’s so delightful for you always being so right.







	ALICE


	She didn’t want to be met.







	MAISIE


	She’ll be here in a few minutes.







	BRIAN


	I’m talking about spontaneity.







	ALICE


	She doesn’t want fuss.







	BRIAN


	She says that but it wouldn’t be if she didn’t know she was being met and there we just were or there I was if you insisted on not coming, she’d like it when it happened, the moment she caught sight she’d be delighted.







	ALICE


	Well we didn’t so I don’t see the point of worrying about it now.







	
BRIAN



	She’ll never come home from Australia again.







	ALICE


	What do you mean? of course she’ll come again.







	BRIAN


	In the event she goes back of course she’ll come again but she’ll never come back for the first time again.







	 


	Enter LEWIS, drunk.







	LEWIS


	Where is she?







	BRIAN


	You’re not coming in here in that condition.







	LEWIS


	Where’s my big sister? I want to give her a kiss.







	BRIAN


	You’ll see her when you’re sober.
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