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SYNOPSIS




“Ibid” is a satirical short story in which Lovecraft mocks academic pomposity and the obsession with trivial historical scholarship. The tale follows the supposed travels of the preserved skull of the obscure Roman philosopher Ibidus, whose works were once highly praised by a fictional Mascholar. The skull inexplicably journeys across continents and centuries, ending up in bizarre locations, since abbey niches until a city sewer. Through irony and exaggeration, Lovecraft playfully critiques scholarly excess and the absurd fate of forgotten intellects.
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NOTICE




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given the evolution in social norms and in our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Names from foreign languages will be preserved in their original form, with no translation.
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(“… as Ibid says in

his famous Lives of the Poets.”
—From a student theme.)









The

erroneous idea that Ibid is the author of the Lives is so frequently met

with, even among those pretending to a degree of culture, that it is worth correcting.

It should be a matter of general knowledge that Cf. is responsible for this work.

Ibid’s masterpiece, on the other hand, was the famous Op. Cit. wherein all

the significant undercurrents of Graeco-Roman expression were crystallized once

for all—and with admirable acuteness, notwithstanding the surprisingly late date

at which Ibid wrote. There is a false report—very commonly reproduced in modern

books prior to Von Schweinkopf’s monumental Geschichte der Ostrogothen in Italien—that

Ibid was a Romanized Visigoth of Ataulf’s horde who settled in Placentia about 410

A.D. The contrary cannot be too strongly emphasized; for Von Schweinkopf, and since

his time Littlewit¹ and Bêtenoir², have shown with irrefutable force that this strikingly

isolated figure was a genuine Roman—or at least as genuine a Roman as that degenerate

and mongrelized age could produce—of whom one might well say what Gibbon said of

Boethius, “that he was the last whom Cato or Tully could have acknowledged for their

countryman.” He was, like Boethius and nearly all the eminent men of his age, of

the great Anician family, and traced his genealogy with much exactitude and self-satisfaction

to all the heroes of the republic. His full name—long and pompous according to the

custom of an age which had lost the trinomial simplicity of classic Roman nomenclature—is

stated by Von Schweinkopf³ to have been Caius Anicius Magnus Furius Camillus Æmilianus

Cornelius Valerius Pompeius Julius Ibidus; though Littlewit4
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