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NELLIE’S AROUND-THE-WORLD
ADVENTURE



CHAPTER ONE


On November 14, 1889, Nellie Bly boarded the Augusta Victoria in New Jersey. The sky was clear and sunny, and the bay was calm. It was the perfect day to embark on a journey around the world.1


It took seven days to cross the Atlantic Ocean from New Jersey to London. At first, Nellie got quite seasick. She had never been on a ship before, so it took her a while to get used to it. Once she did, though, she never got sick again for the entire trip.2


Nellie arrived in London on November 21. She toured the city for a day, then dashed off to France to meet the author, Jules Verne. His book Around the World in 80 Days had inspired her trip. He and his wife showed Nellie a map on their wall that compared her travel route with the route of his book character Phileas Fogg. Verne said, “If you do it in 79 days, I shall applaud you with both hands.”3
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The first regular steamship crossings between North America and Europe began in the late 1840s. By the time Jules Verne (top) wrote Around the World in 80 Days, travel by steamship was very popular. His character, Phileas Fogg, begins his journey via steamship. Nellie Bly did, too.
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The route of Phileas Fogg. Fogg started his journey in London and then headed east. Many people have tried to recreate his journey, but Nellie Bly was the first to achieve it.








From France, Nellie traveled to Italy on a train. It was cold and foggy most of the time, so she only got to see a little of the country as they moved along the tracks. There was no time for sightseeing. At the station, she immediately boarded a ship to sale across the Mediterranean.


The ship arrived in Port Said, Egypt, on November 27. At this port, the ship’s passengers walked across a sandy beach and into town. Nellie saw many things she wanted to buy but had decided to pack light on her travels. She only brought one small handbag and no other luggage, so she didn’t have room for souvenirs.4 However, Nellie purchased one item—a sunhat that she could carry on her head. Later, as passengers made their way back to the ship, Nellie spotted a camel train arriving at the train station from the desert.5


After crossing through the Suez Canal, they sailed south on the Red Sea for five days. The weather turned hot, which made Nellie appreciate her new sunhat. At night, many passengers slept on the deck chairs to stay cool in the sea breeze. During the day, passengers entertained themselves by putting on shows like singing, dancing, and performing comedy.6


They docked for a day in Aden, Yemen. The captain thought it best that all passengers stay aboard since it was so hot. But Nellie came to see the world, not just the inside of a ship. She went into town for the day with a few other passengers. They rode a carriage through the smooth, wide streets, saw the small adobe houses in town, and watched the blue-silver water lapping in the bay.


They then sailed across the Indian Ocean for Sri Lanka. The island was beautiful, with its feathery palms and green mountains surrounded by a blue sea. Nellie and the other passengers stayed in a hotel for five days in the port of Columbo. She hadn’t planned to stay that long, but the ship was delayed in leaving. Making the best of it, Nellie tried curry for the first time, drove in a car to the top of a mountain, rode through town in a rickshaw, and went to the theater.7 The next stop was Penang in Malaysia. In the few hours she was there, Nellie rode in a flat-bottomed boat called a sampan, saw a waterfall and tropical garden, and visited a Hindu temple. The next day, the ship docked in Singapore for 24 hours. Passengers toured the port just as they had at other stops, but this day was different. Nellie decided to buy another souvenir, but it was nothing she could store in her handbag or wear on her head. She bought a pet monkey! She wanted it to be her companion on her journey back home to America.
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A rickshaw in 1900. Rickshaws are still used in some countries, but outlawed in others due to concerns with rickshaw driver safety.
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