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The object of the exercise. The Webb Ellis Cup is unveiled during the ceremony.





 



INTRODUCTION
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The opening ceremony for Rugby World Cup 2015 at Twickenham ahead of the Pool A match between England and Fiji on 18 September.





 



■ GAME ON!


ALASTAIR HIGNELL


‘Game on!’ roared Prince Harry at the opening ceremony. ‘At last!’ echoed the rugby faithful whipped into a frenzy of expectation by months of pre-tournament hype.


About time!’ proclaimed the players as they emerged from state-of-the-art training camps scattered across the globe. ‘Show me the money!’ shouted the advertisers, broadcasters and organisers of the event, quite unapologetic in their desire to make the eighth Rugby World Cup the biggest, best, most lucrative and most watched in the history of the sport.


The tournament was already a runaway commercial success and the predictions were breathtaking. Long before the English prince took to the microphone, Alan Gilpin, head of Rugby World Cup Limited – the company which manages the quadrennial event on behalf of World Rugby – was hailing ‘the first billion-dollar World Cup’, while Brett Gosper, chief executive of the game’s governing body, was confident that commercial revenue would exceed £240 million. With both Wembley and London’s iconic Olympic Park included in a list of 13 venues, a record 2.4 million fans were set to attend the 48 matches, while broadcasting deals with over 100 broadcasters in more than 200 territories yielded a potential audience of four billion people.


While broadcasters provided the bulk of the commercial income, the main sponsors – the likes of Land Rover, Emirates and Heineken – were happy to swallow a 100 per cent increase and pay an estimated £20 million each, while predictions of an extra 466,000 visitors – worth an estimated £869 million to the national economy – had the tourism industry licking its lips in anticipation.


Even the smallest of venues was looking forward to a startling boost to the local economy. Exeter, population 117,000 and host venue for three of the tournament’s lower-key matches, reckoned on £39 million, while Brighton – by no stretch of the imagination a rugby hotbed – was banking on £46 million, with Milton Keynes, Leeds and Newcastle all counting on injections of more than £50 million.
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The tournament organisers, England Rugby 2015, had no intention of letting such a marketing opportunity slip by.
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The Stadium at Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, Stratford, London, pictured before the Pool B match between South Africa and the USA on 7 October.


Launching the Festival of Rugby on 10 June, they’d clocked up 1000 rugby-themed events with over a million participants before the tournament was halfway through, while their appeals to join The Pack yielded 20,000 applicants for 6000 volunteer roles. And the creation of 15 ‘fanzones’ across the country, with capacities ranging from 2000 to 10,000, aimed to give over a million extra fans a first-hand experience of the tournament.


The broadcasters were equally ambitious. ITV shelled out £60 million – twice the sum they had paid when they last bid – and trumpeted both their technological innovation and their talent acquisition. Boasting up to 40 cameras at the bigger stadiums, extensive use of Spidercam and the referee’s chest camera, the broadcasters also promised enhanced audio from the pitch, a faster picture feed to the television match official (TMO) and, using GPS data collected by the players, an even greater avalanche of statistical information for the viewers.


With Sean Fitzpatrick, Michael Lynagh, Francois Pienaar and George Gregan on their panel of experts, the broadcasters could parade a World Cup winner from each of the first four tournaments, while England’s 2003 success was to be reflected by the pitchside presence of Jason Robinson, Jonny Wilkinson, Lawrence Dallaglio and Sir Clive Woodward, while Ben Kay was to reprise his BT Sport role as expert summariser. With BBC presenter John Inverdale as main anchorman – and Craig Doyle and Mark Durden-Smith providing back-up – ITV were leaving nothing to chance.


The icing on the cake for the broadcasters, the sponsors and their partners would be a performance by the hosts to match the extraordinary optimism of the nation’s punters. In a staggering betting spree predicted to hit £100 million, bookmakers William Hill saw over a quarter of their customers backing England, with fewer than ten per cent putting money on New Zealand, not only defending champions but also the most successful team in world rugby in the intervening four years.


Not surprisingly, England were making all the right noises. The training camp in Denver, Colorado, had met all expectations, the players – especially former rugby league star Sam Burgess, whose leadership and inspirational qualities were deemed sufficient to paper over a far from stellar union career to date – were in peak condition, and a message given the status of a tablet of stone by a television advert featuring captain Chris Robshaw highlighted the Twickenham factor – ‘We’re playing at home. We always back ourselves at home.’
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Rugby league convert Sam Burgess on his union debut for England as they beat France 19-14 in a World Cup warm-up match at Twickenham on 15 August 2015.


Twickenham warm-up victories over France and Ireland bolstered the belief. Apart from a final pool match against easy-beats Uruguay, England had the prospect of six fixtures, including the knockout matches, at Twickenham. With a whole army of new fans behind them, what was there to prevent the hashtag exhortation ‘Carry Them Home’ from becoming reality?
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England captain Chris Robshaw in action against Ireland at Twickenham on 5 September. England won this warm-up game 21-13.


Of course, to get out of a ‘pool of death’, England would have to see off Wales, whom they had beaten both home and away in recent seasons in the Six Nations Championship, and Australia, whose last two visits to Twickenham had ended in defeat. Wales, too, had lost key players Leigh Halfpenny and Rhys Webb in their final warm-up match against Italy, while Australia had clinched The Rugby Championship with a rousing win over New Zealand, only to crash to earth the following week with a 41-13 thrashing by the reigning world champions.


Making light of those injury setbacks, Wales coach Warren Gatland still talked a good game. So did the other New Zealanders in charge of the home nations. Joe Schmidt of Ireland could point to back-to back Six Nations successes for the men in green, while Vern Cotter, feet now firmly under the table at Scotland, could point to a thrashing of Italy and a near miss against France as proof that the wooden spoonists were heading in the right direction. Both could expect to reach the quarter-finals.


Both took it as read that they would have to work hard to do so. The plan by World Rugby (the new name for the International Rugby Board) to make the Tier Two nations (those outside The Rugby Championship and the Six Nations) more competitive was starting to bear fruit. In a bid to eliminate the embarrassing 100-points-plus scorelines of previous tournaments, World Rugby had provided encouragement and crucial funds for coaches such as Steve Borthwick, Phil Davies and John McKee to ply their trade in Japan, Namibia and Fiji respectively. No one at World Rugby was anticipating a major change to rugby’s world order at this tournament, but no one was anticipating any gross mismatches either.


And no one, with the exception of William Hill’s patriotic English punters, looked much beyond New Zealand when predicting a winner. Yes, the All Blacks had lost to Australia in The Rugby Championship, but they had already followed that up with a whipping of the Wallabies, and they’d won over 90 per cent of the matches they’d played since becoming world champions four years previously. Alongside the evergreen Richie McCaw, the equally talismanic Dan Carter, the 100-cap hooker Keven Mealamu and the game’s most capped centre pairing Ma’a Nonu and Conrad Smith, who provided the experience, New Zealand had, in the likes of Julian Savea, Aaron Smith and Brodie Retallick, world-class talent at the peak of their powers. The only surprising selection, the inclusion of twinkletoed wing Nehe Milner-Skudder in place of Israel Dagg, suggested that the well of talent in the Land of the Long White Cloud was bottomless.


South Africa, too, looked to have the sought-after combination of youth and experience. They had suffered an embarrassing home defeat at the hands of Argentina in The Rugby Championship, but they’d avenged that pretty quickly. Now, with 2007 World Cup winners Victor Matfield, Bryan Habana, Schalk Burger and Fourie du Preez bolstered by the precocious talent of Eben Etzebeth, Jesse Kriel and Damian de Allende, the Springboks too could state a convincing case.
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Wallaby back-row David Pocock charges upfield as Australia beat the All Blacks for the first time since 2011 to win 2015’s Rugby Championship. A week later the boot was on the other foot as New Zealand defeated the Wallabies to retain the Bledisloe Cup.


Australia, world champions on the only two previous occasions when the final had been staged in Britain, had meanwhile produced the latest of late runs. A shambles 12 months previously, they had changed their coach (no-nonsense Michael Cheika stepping into the post vacated by Ewen McKenzie), they’d changed their selection policy to facilitate the return of European-based exiles Matt Giteau and Drew Mitchell and they’d changed their style to include their two world-class open-sides, Michael Hooper and David Pocock.


With the Wallabies rehabilitated, the All Blacks favourites, the Springboks confident and England expectant, the only four teams to have lifted the Webb Ellis Cup were exactly where they wanted to be. Three-times finalists France, double semi-finalists Wales, Six Nations champions Ireland and a revitalised Argentina all had the highest of hopes. An unprecedented marketing campaign across all media had given rugby its highest ever profile. All it needed now was for actions on the field to match.


Game on!
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THE POOLS


POOL A
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Dan Biggar of Wales hoofs home the penalty that consigned World Cup hosts England to defeat at Twickenham.





 



■ THE HOSTS DEPART


MICK CLEARY


The hand dipped into the bowl, the audience watched, the dignitaries leaned forward, the media sat poised over their keyboards. Out came England.


And Wales. And Australia. As did also Fiji and Uruguay. But it was not those last two names that had sent gasps and ripples of chatter coursing round the hall. It was 3 December 2012. But there was to be no early Christmas present for the hosts of the 2015 Rugby World Cup. This was a brute of an outcome. This was a group to strike fear into any team.


There was no slack for any of those teams. By the time the tournament kicked off in September 2015, the three big-hitters were ranked in the top six. At the time of the draw, Wales had slipped into the third tier of seeds only 48 hours earlier. In what was to turn out to be for England followers a cruel alignment of the stars, Wales’s game against Australia two days before came down to the very final moments with a Wales attack turned over deep into Wallaby territory, leaving Kurtley Beale to score the only try of the match down at the other end of the field. Australia had won 14-12 and Wales had racked up their seventh straight defeat, dropping them to ninth in the world rankings. How significant did that late score turn out to be in the longer reckoning! Small margins and big consequences as Stuart Lancaster was to muse in a different context many moons later. There was always going to be an outcry whichever of the major countries missed out on the knockout stages. Hosts had never failed to get through to the quarter-finals.
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The flip side of such a tough grouping meant that the tournament itself had an edgy, focused feel to it from first whistle. So often World Cups take time to ignite. The pool stages are often little more than a formality, a sifting of a couple of teams, before the real business starts. Not this time. This was the no-holds-barred Rugby World Cup, the group of unforgiving realities, the pool that excited the rest of the rugby-watching world, the one that gave coaches the heebie-jeebies.
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England No. 8 Billy Vunipola charges the Fijian defence.


And Pool A proved to be everything that it promised to be. It was a humdinger of a group, right from the first night when England entertained Fiji at a Twickenham still buzzing from a stylish, in-tune opening ceremony watched by millions round the globe. If the fireworks that lit up the southwest London night sky were not entirely replicated by the action down below, the game still gave us a dramatic finale as England chased the bonus point that everyone believed would be so critical in a pool of such fine margins. Billy Vunipola duly obliged with that, not that the player himself was aware of the significance of his lunge over the line in the 80th minute, blithely admitting that he did not know about the bonus-point system. No matter. The extra point for the fourth try was duly in the bank, the excellent Mike Brown having touched down twice before then, once in each half, with a penalty try also on the scorecard following a rumble over the line from the England pack. Nemani Nadolo scored his side’s try, Fiji proving that their enhanced status as Pacific champions was entirely merited. The 35-11 scoreline was not a true reflection of their worth.


England, then, had got off to a decent start. Their form was fine. First night nerves had come into play, but they had gathered themselves and emerged as comfortable winners. It was just the start they needed. They needed to be in fine fettle for what lay ahead. Regrettably for them, they were not. Unnoticed at the time, Jonathan Joseph had come off the pitch clutching at his right pectoral. The Bath centre had strained it and the anxiety etched on his face was to be entirely justified. He was out of the Wales game, triggering the single biggest selection controversy of Stuart Lancaster’s time in charge.


The absence of Joseph meant that Lancaster had either to throw Exeter’s raw centre Henry Slade into the hurly-burly of a World Cup-defining game or come up with another solution. Lancaster went for the other option, putting together a midfield of Owen Farrell, Sam Burgess and Brad Barritt, with the Saracens inside centre shifted across to the outside channel. George Ford was the principal casualty, the Bath fly half dropping to the bench, a huge setback for the young playmaker. Ford had led the England back line through a productive 2015 Six Nations Championship, with 18 tries scored in the five games. England had only been outscored in terms of tries once in 11 Tests since he had replaced Farrell on form ten months earlier. Ford was in pole position when England went to Cardiff on the opening night of the Six Nations Championship and withstood all that came his way.


And yet, at a critical moment, he was dumped. The combination was picked for one thing only – to stop Wales, to prevent ‘Warrenball’, the well-known and much-used strategy of Jamie Roberts-shaped attacks pounding forward and across the gain line.


It was the eighteenth different midfield combination used by Lancaster, his fourteenth different pairing at centre. The gamble did not pay off.


It was to prove a ruinous evening for England, effectively costing them their World Cup place. They had enough of the game to have beaten Wales. Wales had been wrecked by injury, before and during the tournament. No Jonathan Davies long before the event. No Leigh Halfpenny or Rhys Webb just before the tournament. Hat-trick-scoring centre against Uruguay, Cory Allen, helping Wales to a 54-9 win in their first game in the World Cup, was ruled out of the tournament prior to the match against England. Within the game itself, Wales were forced into drastic reshuffles as Scott Williams, Liam Williams and Hallam Amos were all forced off.
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Cory Allen of Wales on his way to a hat-trick against Uruguay, before a hamstring injury in the same game ended his World Cup and added to Wales’s growing injury list.
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ENGLAND v WALES. Life looks good for England as Jonny May touches down. Owen Farrell converted for a 16-6 lead.


And still England could not ram home the advantage. They twice led by ten points, with wing Jonny May scoring a fine try just before the half-hour mark with good build-up work from Ben Youngs and Anthony Watson. England were in their pomp, dominating the scrum. But even then their discipline was suspect, betraying a sense of anxiety. Every time they worked hard to get an advantage, they allowed Wales back into the game. It was the pattern of the match. By the final whistle they had ceded 12 penalties, eight of them in their own half, and Dan Biggar needed no second bidding. Never mind Halfpenny’s prowess with the boot and what Wales were missing, Wales lacked for nothing with ‘Biggar the Boot’. He finished with 23 points, nailing the decisive kick from just inside the halfway line with six minutes to go.


Wales had looked to be on their uppers at 22-12 in the 53rd minute. Then came two more penalties from Biggar. Wales then spotted a vulnerability down the left flank and attacked. Lloyd Williams, a makeshift wing, sprinted hard and then with great deftness kicked infield as the defence closed, from where the impressive Gareth Davies gathered and touched down between the posts. It was a stunning score, one from which England did not recover. Biggar’s kicks, a conversion and the final penalty, were still to come. But whatever it was that scrambled English brains in the final few minutes, perhaps it was the shock of this 72nd-minute try.
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Alarm bells ring for England as Lloyd Williams puts in a deft infield grubber despite the attentions of Anthony Watson. Gareth Davies latched on to the kick to score a try for Wales.
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The fateful line out. Having opted for the corner instead of the posts in the dying moments, Chris Robshaw takes the ball at the front, only for England to be bundled into touch.


The debate surrounding Chris Robshaw’s decision to kick to touch rather than at goal with three minutes remaining and his team only three points adrift became a talking point that raged for days thereafter. It wasn’t an easy shot, but Owen Farrell had not missed a kick all evening. Instead England went for the line out and compounded the error by then throwing to the front, from where they were easily bundled into touch.


It was an abject finale. And how the body language of all concerned told you just what the 28-25 scoreline meant. England were on their heels, Wales were in ecstasy. What a cock-up by England, what a triumph for Wales. For their spirit, their resilience, their canniness and the boot of Biggar, they deserved all the plaudits that came their way. England were shell-shocked, losing a game in front of a packed Twickenham arena and with ten million tuning in live on television. This was a setback of monumental proportions.


‘The call came down to myself, we wanted to go for a win, unfortunately it didn’t come off,’ said Robshaw. ‘It hurts like hell at the moment and we feel we have let a lot of people down when we were in a prominent position. Now it’s about having a big reaction.’


Lancaster was understandably annoyed.


‘I am so frustrated to have allowed Wales back into the game the way that we did,’ said the England head coach. ‘We have talked a lot about discipline and breakdown penalties and we gave some dumb ones away which allowed them to keep in the game.’


There was an immediate awareness of how high the stakes had become.
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Vereniki Goneva goes over for Fiji after a length-of-the-field move at the Millennium Stadium. Wales are still 17-13 up, but not home yet.


‘We can’t be sitting feeling sorry for ourselves, we’ve got to roll our sleeves up and get stuck in,’ said Lancaster in the aftermath. ‘On Monday morning when the players come in they will be ready to go straightaway. I am ready to go and if I am ready to go, I can guarantee they will be. Everything rests on Australia, it’s knockout rugby.’
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Three Uruguayans combine to haul down Fijian colossus Nemani Nadolo. Although Fiji won this match comfortably 47-15, Uruguay registered their first World Cup tries since 2003 through Carlos Arboleya and Agustin Ormaechea.


Over in the other camp, there was nothing but jubilation, particularly at having overcome injury adversity.


‘It just shows the sort of spirit and the strength of the squad, that despite the fact we’ve lost those sorts of top-quality players, we can still come to a place like Twickenham, one of the hardest places in the world, and get an away victory,’ said Wales captain Sam Warburton.


Wales still had the rather tricky task of beating Fiji, and with only a five-day turnaround in which to repair bodies and freshen minds. They did have one rather significant thing in their favour and that was home advantage, tough on Fiji given that it was England who were hosts and the Millennium Stadium was only a hired venue.


The backing of the crowd, as passionate and as devoted as ever, willed their men over the line. It was another dramatic evening of rugby, another wonderful advert for the sport with lung-busting effort and deep reserves of character from both sides.


Fiji lost 23-13, their third loss in succession, eliminating them from the tournament, but at the final whistle the Millennium rose to salute their efforts, too, for eight days earlier they had seen Fiji push Australia all the way. They eventually succumbed 28-13 but denied the Wallabies a bonus point after Michael Cheika’s side had looked set fair with three tries – two in the first half from David Pocock and another from Sekope Kepu just after the break.


It took Wales a long time to break down Fiji, and they never really managed to shake them off, leading at the break with tries from Gareth Davies and Scott Baldwin, Fiji hitting back with a try from Vereniki Goneva. It was not quite enough. ‘We had to dig deep,’ said Warren Gatland. ‘There were a lot of battered bodies out there. The courage we showed was outstanding.’


The focus of the rugby world shifted to Twickenham. This was the most important game in at least a decade for English rugby; the most significant pool match ever played.


No. 8 Ben Morgan and lock Joe Launchbury started upfront, benefiting from injuries to Billy Vunipola and Courtney Lawes, but once again the biggest talking point from the team announcement rested on the midfield. Jonathan Joseph was restored at outside centre after recovering from a pectoral-muscle injury, Brad Barritt moved back to his preferred position in the No. 12 jersey, Owen Farrell continued at fly half and Sam Burgess dropped to the bench. Once again, Ford was among the replacements.
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ENGLAND v AUSTRALIA. The home defence is shredded as Kurtley Beale prepares to send Bernard Foley in for his second try.
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Anthony Watson gives England a ray of hope with a 56th-minute try.


‘There’s a black and white assumption people have made that if George Ford plays we play fantastic, creative, attacking rugby and when Owen Farrell plays we don’t,’ said Lancaster. ‘I don’t subscribe to that view.’


The Wallabies had kept their counsel in the build-up, refusing to be drawn into any sledging, a far cry from the era of Eddie Jones and Clive Woodward. Michael Cheika had effected a remarkable turnaround in Australian fortunes in the space of 12 months. The Wallabies, with their double-pronged open-side flanker approach through David Pocock and Michael Hooper, and Matt Giteau recalled to the colours from France, had won The Rugby Championship for the first time and were genuine World Cup contenders.


And they played like it. It was another wonderfully vibrant atmosphere at Twickenham as the match kicked off, horribly flat and despondent by the time the final whistle sounded almost two hours later. England had been thumped, 33-13, their worst ever defeat against Australia at home, a record dating back 106 years; their fourth-worst against anyone at HQ in 291 Tests.


That was the statistical magnitude of the loss. The emotional toll was even bigger. Lancaster looked suitably hollow-eyed at the post-match press conference, a broken man. England did get back at one juncture to 20-13 after being rocked by two tries from fly half Bernard Foley, who was to finish with a record 28 points. The Wallabies were slick and potent. England were grasping at shadows. And even their scrum splintered.
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The faces of Joe Marler, Dan Cole and Tom Youngs, now looking on from the replacements’ bench, say it all.
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AUSTRALIA v WALES. Adam Ashley-Cooper runs into an uncompromising Jamie Roberts.


There was a brief upturn – George Ford’s arrival at halftime for the injured Jonny May sparked a mini-revival, England scoring a try through Anthony Watson.


By the end it had all become hapless and abject. Owen Farrell was dispatched to the sin bin for a body-check on Matt Giteau, the Australian rising from the turf clutching his ribs but still with enough wind in the lungs to round off things with a try in the 80th minute.


The recriminations were long and painful, with Lancaster’s future very much at the top of the agenda.


‘I don’t think I’ll ever come to terms with it, personally, because it was such a big thing,’ was Lancaster’s honest reaction. ‘Clearly we are in a dark place. We are out of the World Cup and we are the host nation. That hurts deeply and it always will.’


How the paths diverged. Australia rested up, ready for a return to Twickenham the following week for a showdown with Wales to determine who would go through as top seeds from the group, while England headed north to Manchester for a game against Uruguay, a match that had absolutely no meaning in the grand scheme of things.


Of course England managed to give the crowd of 50,778 at the Manchester City Stadium enough to cheer in their 60-3 win over the South Americans, with hat-tricks from Nick Easter and Jack Nowell, but everyone knew that the real focus was elsewhere.
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Referee Craig Joubert explains to Dean Mumm why he is about to receive a yellow card.


[image: illustration]


Down to 13 men, the Wallabies are under siege. Astonishingly nothing gets past, not even George North at full tilt.


The real sporting drama of events at Twickenham earlier that day was in stark contrast to the token feel of proceedings in Manchester. Australia and Wales played out one of the most gripping games of the tournament, the Wallabies prevailing 15-6. If the simple fact of there being no tries scored suggests a dull affair, it was anything but. The Wallabies had to show the sort of character and defiance that Wales had to display in coming through to beat England, somehow holding Wales at bay despite being reduced to 13 men midway through the second half when Will Genia and Dean Mumm were sent to the sin bin. It appeared at that point as if Wales, who had had dominant periods in the match, would simply take advantage of their superior numbers.


Three times they drove over the Wallaby line. Three times they were held up. And the tide turned, Bernard Foley closing out the game with his customary aplomb, to finish with 15 points. Australia had beaten Wales for the eleventh time in succession.


‘If they say that behind every good man is a good woman, behind every attack is a great defence,’ said Australia coach Michael Cheika. ‘We had to show a different skin. It was 13 men only for eight minutes not 80. But the team’s been working hard since we got together last year.’


And so the die was cast, Australia going through to a quarter-final with Scotland at Twickenham while Wales would face South Africa at the same venue the day before. England, meanwhile, only had their bags to pack and their sorrows to nurse.
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The architect of the destruction of England and then Wales, Wallaby fly half Bernard Foley takes a shot at goal.





 


WHAT THEY SAID...
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Stuart Lancaster the day after England played Australia.


ENGLAND: Stuart Lancaster (head coach)


■ The damage was done in the Welsh game, when our discipline let us down and Wales kept themselves in the game. Let’s say that if one or two of the penalties that went against us went for us we wouldn’t be in this situation.


A draw or a win and we would have been in the quarter-finals and it’s a different story.


ENGLAND: Chris Robshaw (captain) after being eliminated by Australia


■ The dressing room is gutted. We let the country down. The support and atmosphere has been the best we have played in. Unfortunately we didn’t get there and we apologise to them.


AUSTRALIA: Michael Cheika (head coach)


■ As a forward I enjoyed Wales more [than England]. There wasn’t much talent out there tonight against Wales. It was just about getting stuck in.


AUSTRALIA: Adam Ashley-Cooper (vice-captain) on the Wales match


■ We stuck to it. We held together when our backs were against the wall and we never gave up. That’s a great trait of this Australian team.


WALES: Sam Warburton (captain) on opting not to kick a penalty but go for a try against Australia


■ It’s a hot topic now. We felt we needed a try. We were six behind and two penalties would have brought us a draw. Any country would have backed themselves to go over.


WALES: Gareth Davies (scrum half) on not scoring when Australia were down to 13 men


■ We should have capitalised, but you’ve got to credit them. They held us up three times.


URUGUAY: Pablo Lemoine (head coach) on RWC 2015


■ We really enjoyed our participation. They put their lives to one side for the last four years to train and be here and focus on rugby and they have enjoyed working and being together. Nobody can say that they did not give it their all, that they did not give it everything. We need a different plan for the next World Cup.
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Leone Nakarawa of Fiji takes on Wales in Cardiff.


FIJI: John McKee (head coach)


■ To play England, Australia and Wales in 13 days is a very, very tough task for any team in world rugby and it is absolute credit to this squad and the players, support team and coaching staff in how we stood up to those teams. When you look at the scheduling you wonder if this benefits one team more than another. Certainly it looks like the bigger teams were playing smaller nations in their short turnaround time. But we stood up and played well against the Tier One nations and we have shown that we are a competitive nation.
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POOL B
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TOP State of shock. Karne Hesketh (right) celebrates setting the seal on the biggest upset in RWC history. South Africa 32 Japan 34.
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Your retirement zest egg could become
a source of income PROFITS.

OW THAT the pension rules are
changing, there are more ways to feather
your retirement nest. With income funds,

for example. And no-one knows more about income

terriory than the Artemis hunters. We have experc

Profic hunters in Strategic Bonds, Income, Global
Income and Monthly Distribution. Each
offering a compelling aliernative to
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Please remember  that
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and any income from it can fall as wel as rise as a

value of an_ investment

result of market and currency fluctuations and you

may not get back the amount originally invested.

®

ARTEMIS

‘The Pror1T Hunter

0800 092 2051

investorsupport@artemisfunds.com

artemis.co.uk
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