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St. Louis Cardinals pitcher Bill Sherdel faced Babe Ruth in the fourth and final game of the 1928 World Series. Ruth hit three home runs, two off Sherdel, to give the Yankees a World Series sweep.










CHAPTER 1


World Series Heroes


The man stepped into the batter’s box, eyeing the pitcher. The fans of the hometown St. Louis Cardinals craned their necks in anticipation. Their team was already behind three games to none to the mighty New York Yankees in this World Series, but the Cardinals had battled throughout the game, clinging to a 2-1 lead in the top of the seventh inning. The man at the plate, already a legend, had seen his championship dreams dashed by this same St. Louis Cardinals team two years before. The Cardinals beat him and his Yankees in seven games in the 1926 World Series. Despite playing on an injured ankle, Babe Ruth was going to make sure that didn’t happen again in 1928.


Cardinals pitcher Bill Sherdel got ahead of Ruth in the count, throwing two strikes. One more good pitch and the “Sultan of Swat” would have to take the long walk back to the dugout. The pitcher wound up and threw. Ruth swung and the crack of the bat was heard by every one of the 37,331 fans inside Sportsman’s Park. The ball sailed high and deep over the right field fence for a home run to tie the game. Ruth rounded the bases and was greeted by his friend and teammate Lou Gehrig, who congratulated him on his monster home run.
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Lou Gehrig in 1923 during his rookie year with the New York Yankees.






Now, it was Gehrig’s turn to bat. The game was tied, so the Cardinals still had a chance to pull this one out and continue the series. Bill Sherdel also got two strikes on Gehrig, putting the young Yankees slugger on the verge of striking out. But, like his friend and mentor Ruth, he hit the two-strike pitch deep over the right field wall, giving the Yankees a lead they would never give up. When the game was finally over, Ruth had hit three home runs, tying his own record for home runs in a World Series game. Gehrig finished the four-game series with a .545 batting average and four home runs. He also drove in as many runs as the entire St. Louis team combined! The Yankees became the first team in history to sweep back-to-back championships.


New York Yankees teammates Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig could not have been more different, personality-wise. The older Ruth was brash and loud, a party animal, and a nearly mythical figure who adored the spotlight. Gehrig was more reserved, quiet, and shy. Yet, despite their different personalities, they became friends, in no small part because they shared many similarities as well. Both were the descendants of German immigrants. Gehrig’s parents both arrived in America as young adults before meeting and marrying each other in New York City, and Ruth’s grandparents were from Germany. Both players grew up poor in large, East Coast cities, Ruth in Baltimore and Gehrig in New York City. When Gehrig joined Ruth as a player on the New York Yankees, they became part of what many consider the greatest baseball team in history. They batted one after the other, Ruth at the #3 spot in the order and Gehrig at #4. This dangerous Yankees lineup was dubbed “Murderers’ Row.” In addition to winning championships as teammates, the pair traveled around the country together, barnstorming for extra money in the offseason before heading down south together for spring training.
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