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When little Fritz landed at the magic castle in his big red balloon he found there many thousands of children the evil sourcerer had stolen from all over the world. Little Fritz called them together and announced: “The evil sourcerer is dead! He was looking out for more children to steal and bent over too far and fell out of the balloon!”

“Hooray!” shouted the children.

“The magic balloon took me here and I have come to save you!”

“Hooray!” shouted the children.

“I will take you all home in the magic balloon so you can live with your parents again and play games with your friends and go back to school! The magic balloon will take each of you back to the spot where the evil sourcerer caught you.”

“Hooray!” shouted the children. But not so loud. And not so cheerful. And not all of them.

“What’s the matter with you?” little Fritz asked a girl. “Are you not happy to see your parents again?”

“I don’t live with my parents, I live with my aunt”, the girl said. “My mother has gone to some far away country to work as a maid. She cleans the house for some rich family. And my father has gone to some other country to build roads. They only come home once a year. My aunt sells vegetables in the market and after school I have to look after her little children.”
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