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In 'The History of Tasmania - Vol 2', John West delves into the intricate tapestry of Tasmania's past, continuing his meticulous examination of the island's colonial and indigenous narratives. The book employs a balanced literary style, combining rigorous historical analysis with engaging prose that invites both scholars and lay readers alike. West navigates the socio-political landscape of 19th-century Tasmania, shedding light on critical events, including the effects of colonial expansion, Aboriginal resistance, and the evolving societal structure. This volume, rich with primary sources and vivid descriptions, situates Tasmania within the broader framework of Australian history while addressing themes of identity, conflict, and resilience. John West, a prominent historian and advocate for Aboriginal rights in the 19th century, draws from his own experiences and observations while penning this comprehensive history. His commitment to social justice, bolstered by his work in journalism and public service, informs his portrayal of Tasmania's complex heritage. West's prior volumes laid the groundwork for understanding the island's early history, making his continued exploration both a necessary and enlightening endeavor. Highly recommended for historians, students, and anyone intrigued by Tasmania's unique past, this volume is an essential contribution to understanding the interplay between colonizers and indigenous communities. West's authoritative voice and nuanced perspective revive forgotten stories and illuminate the multifaceted dimensions of a remarkable yet turbulent history.
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In "The State and Position of Western Australia; commonly called the Swan-River Settlement," Frederick Chidley Irwin presents a comprehensive examination of the socio-political landscape of early Western Australia. The book adroitly blends empirical observations with passionate rhetorical flair, capturing the nascent settlement's developmental challenges and achievements during a pivotal time in colonial history. Irwin's meticulous documentation of the region'Äôs demographic, economic, and environmental conditions is enriched by vivid descriptions, situating the Swan River Settlement within the broader context of British imperial expansion in the 19th century. Frederick Chidley Irwin, the first resident magistrate of Western Australia and a keen observer of its evolution, draws upon his extensive personal experience in the settlement. His tenure in various administrative roles provided him with unique insights into the everyday lives of settlers and the complicated interactions between indigenous populations and European colonizers. Irwin's advocacy for the colony, coupled with his keen understanding of its potential, reflects his deep commitment to the region'Äôs advancement and sustainability. This book is an essential resource for historians, sociologists, and anyone interested in Australian history, offering a blend of personal narrative and factual analysis. Irwin's insights provide a foundation for understanding the complexities of colonial settlements and their place in the broader tapestry of Australia'Äôs past. Highly recommended for those seeking to grasp the early dynamics of Western Australia.
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In "Reminiscences of Queensland," William Henry Corfield offers a vivid and evocative account of life in 19th-century Queensland, skillfully blending personal anecdotes with broader historical reflections. The narrative is presented in a rich, descriptive style that captures the essence of Queensland's landscapes, its burgeoning society, and the challenges faced by early settlers. Employing a tone that oscillates between nostalgia and realism, Corfield paints a multifaceted picture of a region in the throes of transformation during a pivotal era in Australian history. Corfield, a discerning observer and participant in the events he recounts, draws from his own experiences as a medical practitioner and an early settler. His background not only equips him with a unique perspective on the social and medical conditions of the time but also reflects a commitment to chronicling the socio-cultural fabric of the burgeoning Australian colony. The intersections of his professional life and personal encounters serve to animate the narrative, infusing it with authenticity and depth that resonate with historical significance. This captivating memoir is highly recommended for readers interested in Australian history, colonial literature, or the complexities of personal and collective memory. Corfield'Äôs reflections offer not only an insightful glimpse into Queensland's past but also a remarkable testament to the resilience and spirit of its inhabitants.
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John West's "The History of Tasmania (Vol. 1&2)" serves as a comprehensive chronicle that meticulously navigates the island'Äôs complex past. With a keen eye for detail, West employs an analytical narrative style that weaves historical events, socio-political dynamics, and Indigenous perspectives into a compelling tapestry. His work, pivotal in the genre of Australian historiography, sheds light on Tasmania's colonial history, emphasizing significant episodes such as European settlement and its impact on indigenous populations, while contextualizing them within broader national narratives. John West, a prominent figure in 19th-century Australian literature and journalism, was motivated by his deep-seated interest in preserving the stories of marginalized communities. His experiences as a member of various social reform movements and encounters with Tasmania's indigenous peoples profoundly shaped his worldview. West'Äôs dedication to historical accuracy and moral inquiry reveals his intent to foster a collective memory that honors both colonizer and colonized, urging readers to confront uncomfortable truths about the past. This monumental work is essential for anyone interested in Australian history, providing a critical foundation for understanding Tasmania'Äôs intricate cultural landscape. Scholars, students, and casual readers alike will find West's well-crafted prose to be both enlightening and thought-provoking, making it a vital addition to the library of anyone seeking to unravel the complexities of Tasmania's historical identity.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Western Australia, comprising a Description of the Vicinity of Australind, and Port Leschenault.



Buckton., Thomas John

4066338072498

145

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

In "Western Australia, comprising a Description of the Vicinity of Australind, and Port Leschenault," Thomas John Buckton presents an intricate exploration of the Australian landscape, delving into both its natural beauty and the burgeoning settlements of the early 19th century. Buckton's literary style combines detailed observation with a narrative that is both informative and reflective, capturing the essence of the places he describes. His observations reflect the socio-cultural dynamics of the time, interweaving themes of colonization, settlement, and environmental appreciation, making the book a vital resource for understanding Australia's historical geography. Thomas John Buckton was a contemporary of the early colonial period in Australia, an era marked by exploration and the establishment of new communities. His background as a settler and a keen observer of the social and ecological landscape deeply informed his writing. Buckton's firsthand experiences in the regions of Australind and Port Leschenault, coupled with a profound interest in natural history, allow him to weave a rich tapestry of description and analysis that enhances the reader'Äôs understanding of this unique locale. This book is highly recommended for scholars of Australian history, geography, and literature, as well as for readers interested in the early colonial experience. Buckton'Äôs vivid portrayals and insightful commentary invite readers to appreciate both the beauty and complexity of Western Australia, forging a connection with the land that resonates through the ages.
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    At the edge of empire, an island’s transformation reveals the uneasy entanglement of conquest, punishment, and the making of a society. John West’s The History of Tasmania - Vol 1 approaches this entanglement through a measured, documentary narrative that examines how institutions, policies, and people converged to shape early life in Van Diemen’s Land. Without sensational flourish, West studies the colony as a testing ground for imperial governance and human endurance, attentive to the moral questions that shadow such projects. The opening movement of his two-volume work assembles origins and structures, inviting readers to consider not only what happened, but how colonial designs met the constraints of distance, terrain, and circumstance.

Written as a nineteenth-century narrative history and published in the early 1850s, this first volume is rooted in the setting then known as Van Diemen’s Land, later Tasmania. As part of a two-volume undertaking, it establishes the groundwork for a comprehensive account of the colony’s formation, tracing developments from initial European approaches through the establishment of civil and penal institutions. Its vantage is that of a contemporary observer working within the conventions of his era, aligning local events with wider currents in British expansion. The book’s temporal proximity to its subject lends immediacy, while its structure seeks order in a past still unfolding for its first readers.

The premise is straightforward yet far-reaching: to recount the emergence of a colonial society and the mechanisms by which it was governed, populated, and sustained. West proceeds chronologically, collecting official measures, social practices, and material conditions into a cohesive narrative. The tone is sober and analytical, the style deliberate, and the mood often reflective, shaped by the author’s engagement with records and public discourse. Rather than dramatize personalities, he emphasizes systems and consequences, allowing readers to observe how policy translated into everyday realities. The experience is one of steady accumulation—an argument built from detail, inviting careful attention to cause, effect, and unintended outcomes.

Several themes thread the volume. It explores the reach and limits of imperial authority at a great distance, the administration of law and punishment, and the continual work of imposing order on a fragile settlement. Economic needs, environmental constraints, and the demands of security intersect with ideals of progress and philanthropy, revealing tensions between aspiration and practice. The book also examines how official planning confronted scarcity, geography, and the varied motivations of those who arrived under compulsion or by choice. Through these themes, West asks readers to consider how institutions both shape and are shaped by the communities they govern.

Equally significant is the treatment of relations between colonists and the island’s original peoples. West records policies and encounters within the legal and administrative frameworks of the time, tracing attempts at control and the effects of contact and resistance. His narrative speaks in the language and assumptions of its century, yet it preserves material that remains crucial for understanding how colonial accounts were constructed. Readers will find attention to official perspectives and to events that expose the moral and political stakes of occupation. The emphasis is on evidence and context, providing a foundation for informed reflection on a difficult and consequential history.

As a product of its era, the volume is both a historical synthesis and a document of nineteenth-century historiography. West draws on official records and contemporary reportage available to him, organizing them into a study of origins, governance, and social development. This dual character makes the book valuable not only for what it recounts but for how it frames the past: with confidence in documentation, an interest in causation, and a willingness to weigh conduct against professed principles. Approached with critical care, it offers insight into the formation of colonial narratives and the enduring questions those narratives leave for later readers.

Today, The History of Tasmania - Vol 1 matters for its careful assembly of the colony’s early scaffolding and for the questions it puts into motion about law, memory, and responsibility. Readers will encounter an exacting, methodical narrative that rewards close attention and comparative reading alongside newer scholarship. The book invites sustained engagement with themes that resonate widely: how states justify power at a distance, how communities remember beginnings, and how records illuminate as much as they obscure. As an introduction to a larger work, it sets a serious, reflective tone, preparing the ground for continued inquiry into Tasmania’s complex past.
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    John West’s The History of Tasmania - Vol 1 surveys the island’s early European discovery, settlement, and transformation into a penal colony, concluding with the consolidation of colonial institutions under Lieutenant-Governor George Arthur. Drawing on official records, contemporary accounts, and newspapers, West arranges events chronologically, emphasizing administrative measures, economic development, and relations with Aboriginal Tasmanians. The volume traces the foundations of Hobart and Launceston, the evolution of the convict system, the emergence of pastoral and maritime industries, and the struggles over law and order. It sets the stage for later political debates by detailing how a scattered outpost became a structured colony with distinct social and legal frameworks.

West begins with the island’s European discovery and charting: Abel Tasman’s 1642 voyage, later French expeditions under d’Entrecasteaux, and British surveys by Bass and Flinders that confirmed the strait and strategic value of the region. He outlines the coastline, harbors, and interior resources observed by early navigators and sealers. These accounts established Van Diemen’s Land as a site for provisioning, timber, and maritime activity. The narrative situates the island within Britain’s wider imperial strategy, linking geography to policy decisions that led to settlement. Early descriptions of climate, soils, and fauna frame the practical considerations that shaped the colony’s initial placement and economic prospects.

Settlement begins in 1803 at Risdon Cove under Lieutenant John Bowen, followed by the transfer of the principal southern settlement to Hobart under Lieutenant-Governor David Collins in 1804. In the north, Port Dalrymple (later Launceston) is established by William Paterson, creating a dual focus of administration and supply. West recounts the fragile years of scarcity, reliance on New South Wales, and the logistical challenges of feeding convicts and free settlers. He notes early land distributions, rudimentary justice, and the formation of military detachments. The colony’s spread along rivers and fertile flats introduced new pressures on resources and peoples, while anchoring governance in two developing towns.

West traces the succession of early administrators—Collins, Davey, and Sorell—highlighting the gradual regularization of law, property, and discipline. Under Sorell, the assignment of convicts to private service becomes a central labor system, and agricultural and pastoral output expands. He describes the beginnings of the local press, rudimentary schools, and religious establishments. Whaling and sealing supplement a grain-and-livestock economy, while road parties extend settlement inland. West outlines how regulations, courts, and police evolve from ad hoc arrangements to more stable institutions, laying the foundation for later reforms. The colony’s dependence on coercive labor coexists with a growing commercial sphere, creating complex social dynamics.

A recurring theme is bushranging, symbolized by figures such as Michael Howe, whose exploits West details alongside the official response. He describes raids on out-stations, the circulation of arms, and the difficulties of policing rugged terrain. Government measures include rewards, pardons, and expanded patrols, as well as tighter controls on movement and firearms. The narrative links bushranging to dispersed settlement, convict absconding, and the scarcity of effective police. Trials and executions illustrate the assertion of legal authority, while the dismantling of major gangs signals an incremental restoration of order. These episodes underscore the ongoing struggle to protect property and stabilize rural life.

West devotes significant attention to relations with Aboriginal Tasmanians, beginning with early encounters and progressing to escalating conflict as settlement widened. He notes contributing factors, including competition for game, abductions by sealers, and reprisals on both sides. The 1820s see increased violence, prompting proclamations, patrols, and attempted protections. West records the declaration of martial law, restrictions on movement, and efforts to segregate zones of contact. He compiles incidents from official reports and settlers’ testimonies to depict a protracted cycle of attack and counterattack. The account emphasizes administration and policy responses while documenting the profound disruption experienced across the island.

The narrative proceeds to colony-wide operations to contain conflict, culminating in the 1830 line of military and civilian parties aimed at sweeping Aboriginal groups into the Tasman Peninsula. West outlines the planning, logistics, and limited tactical outcomes of this movement. He then turns to George Augustus Robinson’s conciliation expeditions, describing journeys, negotiations, and the eventual relocation of Aboriginal people to offshore settlements, notably Flinders Island. West presents official rationales, practical difficulties, and recorded results, including demographic decline and administrative oversight of the establishments. These chapters integrate policy, travel, and ethnographic observation within the broader arc of pacification and removal.

Under Lieutenant-Governor Arthur (1824–1836), West details the consolidation of governance: the establishment of the Supreme Court, a Legislative Council, and tighter executive control. Penal policy expands through stations such as Macquarie Harbour and, later, Port Arthur, with chain gangs, road-making, and surveillance reinforcing discipline. The Van Diemen’s Land Company’s 1825 charter introduces large-scale pastoral enterprise in the northwest. West describes land surveys, town planning, customs administration, and maritime trade linking Hobart and Launceston to whaling grounds and regional markets. Economic growth accompanies stricter regulation, as the assignment system structures labor while infrastructure improvements connect disparate districts into a more integrated colony.

Volume 1 closes with a colony that has moved from precarious outpost to administered society defined by penal discipline, expanding agriculture, and formal institutions. West’s sequence emphasizes exploration, settlement, law and order, Aboriginal conflict and removal, and administrative centralization under Arthur. He presents the material and legal bases of colonial life along with the mechanisms that enforced them. The narrative’s cumulative effect is an organized account of how geography, policy, and labor shaped Van Diemen’s Land before major political agitation. This conclusion prepares for Volume 2’s focus on later governance, the probation system, public controversy, and the evolving debate over transportation and self-determination.
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    John West’s History of Tasmania, Volume 1, is set in Van Diemen’s Land, later renamed Tasmania in 1856, during the formative decades from first British settlement in 1803 to the mid-1830s. The island lies south of mainland Australia, divided by Bass Strait, with key settlements at Hobart on the Derwent River and Launceston on the Tamar. The narrative stretches back to earlier European encounters, from Abel Tasman in 1642 to British and French voyages in the 1790s, but it centers on the penal-colonial regime, frontier expansion, and Indigenous resistance. West writes in the 1850s, assessing a past still palpable in institutions, landscapes, and social memory.

Exploration and colonization frame the opening historical context. Abel Tasman charted parts of the island in 1642; Bass and Flinders circumnavigated it in 1798–99, proving its insularity and strategic value. British settlement began in September 1803 when Lieutenant John Bowen founded a post at Risdon Cove; in February 1804 Lieutenant-Governor David Collins moved the main camp to Sullivan Cove, establishing Hobart Town. A northern outpost at Port Dalrymple under William Paterson followed in late 1804. French interest, notably D’Entrecasteaux in 1792–93 and Baudin in 1802, heightened British urgency. West ties these foundations to imperial rivalry and to the early violence at Risdon in May 1804.

Convict transportation and penal discipline defined the colony. From 1803 to 1853 thousands of transported men and women arrived, with the assignment system distributing convict labor to settlers and the state. Penal stations exemplified severity: Macquarie Harbour on Sarah Island (1822–33), Maria Island (1825–32), and Port Arthur (from 1830) punished recalcitrants through isolation and hard labor. The Bigge Reports (1819–23) urged stricter discipline, shaping policies later enforced by Governor George Arthur. By the early 1830s, convicts and emancipists formed a majority of residents. West documents the system’s mechanics, its abuses, and its social consequences, using official returns and case narratives to expose moral and administrative contradictions.

Governance evolved from dependency on New South Wales toward colonial autonomy. Early lieutenant-governors included Collins (1804–10), Davey (1813–17), and Sorell (1817–24), whose efforts stabilized land tenure and policing. Crucially, the Third Charter of Justice (1823) created a Supreme Court; Chief Justice John Lewes Pedder opened the court in Hobart in May 1824. In 1825 Van Diemen’s Land became a separate colony with a nominated Legislative Council. Under George Arthur (1824–36), policing was centralized, road networks expanded, and administrative surveillance intensified. West scrutinizes these reforms, praising order yet indicting authoritarian tendencies, press restrictions, and legal inequities that sharpened class distinctions between officials, free settlers, and emancipists.

The Black War, culminating in the 1830 Black Line, is the most decisive and tragic event shaping West’s history. Escalating conflict from the late 1810s to 1831 pitted Palawa (Tasmanian Aboriginal) bands against settlers, stockmen, and soldiers as pastoral expansion seized hunting grounds and disrupted seasonal patterns. Killings, reprisals, and kidnapping of Aboriginal women by sealers and stockmen widened hostilities. In November 1828 Arthur proclaimed martial law against Aboriginal people in settled districts, combining roving parties, military patrols, and summary powers with pictorial proclamations purporting to promise equal justice. In October–November 1830, the government mustered more than 2,000 soldiers, police, and civilians in a sweeping cordon across the island’s east, the Black Line, designed to drive Aboriginal families onto the Tasman Peninsula. The operation was vast and costly but captured very few people; its psychological and territorial effects, however, were profound. George Augustus Robinson’s Friendly Mission (1829–34) then coaxed surviving groups to surrender, leading to their removal to Wybalenna on Flinders Island from 1833. Disease, desolation, and mortality followed; by the mid-1840s only a remnant survived. West assembles depositions, government papers, and settlers’ reports to demonstrate causes and consequences, condemning the structural violence of land policy and the failures of protection. He analyzes the uneasy fusion of humanitarian rhetoric and coercive practice, treating the Black War as both a catastrophe for the Palawa and a moral crisis for the colony’s institutions.

Bushranging and escape narratives reveal the colony’s penal tensions. Michael Howe led a notorious gang until killed in 1818, exposing weaknesses in early policing. Matthew Brady, active 1824–26, raided across the Midlands before capture and execution in Hobart on 4 May 1826. Recalcitrant convicts fled extreme stations: Alexander Pearce twice escaped Macquarie Harbour, confessed to cannibalism, and was hanged in 1824. Such episodes punctuate West’s account not for sensationalism but to illustrate how geography, punishment, and scarcity forged outlaw subcultures. He links their careers to administrative choices, arguing that harshness without justice bred defiance and public ambivalence toward authority.

Economic transformation accompanied dispossession. The Van Diemen’s Land Company, chartered in 1825, claimed vast tracts in the northwest at Circular Head and Surrey Hills, introducing fine-wool sheep and reshaping landscapes. Coastal whaling on the Derwent and sealing in Bass Strait generated capital and violence, including the abduction of Aboriginal women by straitsmen. Road building between Hobart and Launceston, expanding agriculture in the Midlands, and timber extraction relied heavily on assigned convict labor. Frontier clashes intensified, as at Cape Grim in 1828, where company stockmen reportedly massacred Aboriginal people. West relates these developments to colonial policy, showing how land grants, capital flows, and labor coercion intertwined with frontier war and social stratification.

As social and political critique, West’s work indicts the moral economy of convictism, the authoritarian cast of Arthurian governance, and the dispossession of the Palawa. He exposes how imperial distance, military policing, and patronage sustained class divisions between officials, free settlers, and the emancipist majority. By documenting martial law, the Black Line, and penal stations, he challenges narratives of civilizing progress and questions the compatibility of coercion with justice. His treatment of censorship, policing, and legal inequity anticipates the anti-transportation stance he later championed, arguing that a society founded on forced labor and frontier violence could not achieve stable liberty or humane governance.
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Nearly fifty years have elapsed, since Van Diemen's Land was numbered
with the colonies of the British empire. A generation has risen up and
is passing away. Thousands, while they venerate the land of their
European ancestors, with an amiable fondness love Tasmania as their
native country. They will, hereafter, guide its affairs, extend its
commerce, and defend its soil; and, not inferior in virtue and
intelligence, they will fill an important position in the vast system of
Australasia.

To gratify their curiosity, and offer to their view the instructive and
inspiriting events of the past, is the purpose of this history.

The difficulty of the task can be appreciated only by experience. To
collect from scattered records, facts worthy of remembrance; to separate
reality from romance; to remove partial coloring from statements made
long ago; and to exhibit useful truth without disguise and without
offence, required much research and deliberation.

It is not the intention of this history to relate every event which,
when passing, may have been deemed momentous; much less to recal from
obscurity the errors, absurdity, and wickedness which exercised no
distinct influence on the common welfare. The author has endeavoured to
realize the feelings and sympathies of the benevolent and just of
another age, and to confine his pen to details which may maintain their
interest, when the passions with which they were associated shall
subside for ever.

In calling this work The History of Tasmania, a designation is chosen
generally preferred by the colonists, and which their successors will
certainly adopt. "Van Diemen" is a name affixed to the north coast of
New Holland; and this country is the first known discovery of Tasman.[Pg 3]

The name of Tasman is recognised by the royal patent constituting the
diocese; by several literary societies and periodical works: it forms
the term by which we distinguish our Tasmanian from our European youth.

Tasmania is preferred, because "Van Diemen's Land" is associated among
all nations with the idea of bondage and guilt; and, finally, because
while Tasmania is a melodious and simple sound, "Van Diemen" is harsh,
complex, and infernal.



During the reign of Charles I. (Frederick Henry, grandfather of William
III. being Stadtholder[4] of Holland) the Dutch discovered this island. The
enterprise of that people had raised them to the zenith of their power:
unless by England, they were unrivalled in nautical science and
commercial opulence. More for the purposes of trade than the acquisition
of knowledge, they were anxious to discover unknown countries, and to
conceal the information they possessed from the rest of the world.

At this time, Anthony Van Diemen[2] was governor-general of Batavia: by
him, Abel Jans Tasman[3] was commissioned to explore the "Great South
Land," the name by which New Holland was known until 1665, when, by the
authority of the Netherland government, it received its present
designation. A fragment of the journal of Tasman, containing an account
of his discovery, was first published by Dirk Rembrant, and afterwards
translated into most European tongues. In this abstract nautical details
respecting Van Diemen's Land were omitted, but were described in the
journal itself, and by thirty-eight charts, views, and figures. These
were purchased by Sir Joseph Banks, on his return from his voyage to
these seas. Tasman's journal was translated by a Netherland clergyman:
he considered the age of the manuscript confirmed by the spelling: that
it was genuine he had no doubt, although he questioned whether written
by Tasman, or transcribed at his command. Sir Joseph Banks acquired at
the same time a copy of instructions to Tasman, given by the Governor of
Batavia in 1644, for a second expedition, and which recapitulated the
various voyages of his predecessors. These, however, have no connection
with Van Diemen's Land.

To adorn the new stadthouse of Amsterdam, erected in 1665, three
hemispheres were wrought in stone, of twenty-two feet in diameter: the
circles were inlaid with brass, and[Pg 4] were executed by a celebrated
artist. The southern hemisphere exhibited the discoveries of Tasman and
his predecessors: they formed the pavement of the hall, until
obliterated by the tread of several generations. They were quite
forgotten when Sir Joseph Banks sought information from the inhabitants.
A copy of these works of art was preserved, and displayed the extent to
which New Holland and Van Diemen's Land were known.

The journal of Tasman has been greatly admired: it is clear, laconic,
and devout.[1] It opens with an invocation: "May God Almighty be pleased
to give his blessing to this voyage. Amen." The document is, indeed,
full of pious sentiments: when a long desired breeze liberated the
vessel from port, or refreshment was obtained, or safe anchorage found,
he dots down a thanksgiving. He reckoned his longitude from the Peak of
Teneriffe: the hours he called glasses; his miles were German, fifteen
to a degree.

On the 14th of August, 1642, Tasman embarked at Batavia, on board the
Heemskirk, the fly-boat Zeehaan, Jerit Zanzoon, master, in company.
They set sail for the Mauritius, and arrived on the 5th of September.
That island, then commanded by Van Steelan, was but little cultivated,
and gave slight promise of its present importance.[2] On the 4th
October, they were ready to depart, but were delayed by contrary winds
until the 8th, when on a change in their favor they stood eastward to
sea. On the 27th, a council being called, it was resolved that a man
should constantly look out at the topmast head; and to encourage
vigilance it was determined, that the first discoverer of land should
receive three reals and a pot of arrack. On the 4th November they saw
patches of duckweed and a seal, and inferred their vicinity to land. The
first pilot, Francis Jacobzs, on the 7th, supported by the advice of the
steersman,[Pg 5] thus delivered his opinion:—"We should keep to the 44°
south latitude, until we have passed 150° longitude; then make for
latitude 40° south, and keeping in that parallel to run eastward to 220°
longitude, and then steering northward search with the trade wind from
east to west for the Solomon Islands. We imagine, if we meet with no
main land till we come to 150° longitude, we must then meet with
islands." On the 17th, they were in latitude 44° 15' and longitude 147°
3': they concluded that they had already passed the south land then
known. On the 22nd they found their compass was not still within eight
points, which they attributed to the influence of loadstone, and which
kept the needle in continual motion. On the 24th, at noon, they found
their latitude 42° 25' south, longitude 163° 31': in the afternoon, at 4
o'clock, they observed land, Point Hibbs, bearing east by north. The
land was high, and towards evening they saw lofty mountains to the east
south-east, and to the north-east two smaller mountains: here their
compass stood right. They resolved to run off five hours to sea, and
then to run back towards the land. On the 25th, the morning was calm,
and at 5 o'clock they were within three miles of the shore, and had
soundings at sixty fathoms. They approached a level coast, and reckoned
their latitude 42° 30', and middle longitude 163° 50'. On this day they
named their discovery: "we called it Anthony Van Diemen's Land, in honor
of our high magistrate and governor-general, and the islands near
(Boreels) we named in honor of the council of India, as you may see by
the little map we made." Next day they lost sight of land. They fixed
the longitude 163° 50', and gave orders to the master of the Zeehaan
to adopt that reckoning. On the 28th land reappeared, and in the evening
they came near three small islands, one of which they thought like the
head of a lion (Mewstone, of Furneaux). On the following morning they
passed two cliffs, one (the Swilly, of Furneaux) like the Pedra Branca,
near the coast of China; the other, the eastern cliff, resembling a high
misshapen tower (the Eddystone, of Cook). Between the cliff and the main
land they passed, until they came almost to Storm Bay, where they found
it impossible to anchor, and were driven by the wind to sea—so far,
that land could scarcely be sighted in the morning. In the afternoon of
the 1st December, they anchored in a good port (marked Frederick Hendrik
Bay in the chart), with twenty-two fathoms water, and bottom of fine
light grey sand.

On the following morning the boats were despatched to[Pg 6] the shore: on
their return, the steersman informed them that they had heard the sound
of voices, and of a little gong; but saw no one. They remarked two
trees, sixty feet from the ground to the branches, and two and a-half in
circumference: the bark taken off with flint stones, and steps cut to
climb for birds' nests, full five feet from each other, and indicative
of a very tall people. They saw marks, such as are left by the claws of
a tiger, and brought on board the excrements of some quadruped; gum lac,
which dropped from trees, and greens "which might be used in place of
wormwood." They saw people at the east corner of the bay:[3] they found
no fish, except mussels: many trees were burned hollow near the ground;
they were widely separated, and admitted an extensive view.

On the 3rd, they went to a little bay, south-west from their ships, in
search of water: the surf prevented their landing, but the carpenter
swam on shore; and near four remarkable trees, standing in the form of a
crescent, he erected a post, on which a compass was carved, and left the
Prince's flag flying upon it.[4] "When the said carpenter had done this
in the sight of me, Abel Jans Tasman, of the master Jerit Zanzoon, and
under merchant Abraham Coomans, we went in the shallop as near as
possible, and the said carpenter swam back through the surf. We then
returned on board, and left this memorial to the posterity of the
inhabitants. They did not show themselves, and we suspected some to be
not far from thence, and watching carefully our doings." The last object
they noticed was a large round mountain (St. Patrick's Head), on the
eastern coast, of which they lost sight on the 5th December.

From Van Diemen's Land they proceeded to New Zealand, where by an
encounter with the natives several lives were lost: thence they passed
Tongataboo, Amsterdam, and Rotterdam, and arrived at Batavia on the 15th
June, 1643. Tasman closes his journal with his usual devotion: "God be
praised for this happy voyage. Amen."[Pg 7]

That Maria Island was named after the daughter of Van Diemen, and that
Tasman went over the ocean writing down her name in the imperishable
records of his discoveries, is a pleasing tale; but the evidence on
which it rests is far from conclusive. Thus at Amsterdam he called the
anchorage Van Diemen's Road, and where the boats went for water Maria's
Bay, "in honor of our governor-general and his lady." That a daughter of
the same name existed is not improbable, but who can tell whether the
Maria Island of Tasmania's coast was named in complaisance to the
daughter, or to conciliate the mother! In hope to confirm the agreeable
fiction the journal of Tasman has been examined, but in vain.

The spirit of discovery revived in Europe after a long slumber;[1q] and a
succession of illustrious navigators, in their passage to regions deemed
more important, touched at Van Diemen's Land, and thus rapidly developed
its geography. After Tasman, the next visitor was Captain Marion, of the
Mascarin and Castries, who in 1772 arrived from the Mauritius, in
search of the "southern continent," then the grand object of nautical
inquiry, and anchored in Frederick Hendrik Bay, the 4th March. The visit
is chiefly memorable for a fatal collision with the natives, who,
according to the French, exhibited uncommon ferocity. On his stepping on
shore they offered Captain Marion a fire stick, which he supposed a
ceremony of friendship; but when he lighted a heap of wood, as he
imagined in compliance with their custom, they retired to a hill, and
threw a shower of stones. The French fired their muskets, and the
natives fled: their pursuers found in the wood a dying savage—the first
victim of European intrusion. Marion and some others were injured
slightly by the missiles of the natives, and a black servant was wounded
by a spear.

The remarks they made are of no great value: they entered the country,
and saw everywhere the effects of fire, which they supposed was intended
to drive wild animals from the coast. They could not discover a tree
suitable for a mast, and were unsuccessful in obtaining water. A small
map, which sketched the form of the coast with considerable exactness,
accompanied the account of this voyage, and tended to awaken the French
to the importance of these seas.

The next visit was accidental, but most important: Captain Cook, in
1772, left Great Britain to explore the icy region near the Pole. There
the vessels separated in a[Pg 8] fog: they were unable to rejoin, and while
Cook proceeded to New Zealand in the Resolution, Captain Tobias
Furneaux, his second in command, touched at Van Diemen's Land in the
Adventure. He made the south-west cape on the 9th of March, 1773,
exactly one year after Marion left the island. After passing the
Mewstone, a boat's crew sent on shore reported favorably of the country,
and that they had seen beautiful cascades pouring from rocks two hundred
feet high. Finding no anchorage, Furneaux passed the black rocks (the
Boreels of Tasman), which he called the Friars, and discovered Adventure
Bay, which is separated from Storm Bay by Cape Frederick Henry. There
they found anchorage in seven fathoms, within half a mile of either
shore, and obtained wood and water in abundance. The numerous islets and
tortuous navigation of the coasts led Furneaux into several errors. To
discuss them would tire the patience of nine readers in ten, and afford
no pleasure to the tenth.

The Adventure sailed along the eastern coast to the latitude of 40°
50', where Furneaux observed the land turned towards the westward. He,
however, narrowly missed the discovery of the straits, and turned off
for New Zealand, convinced "that there was no strait between New Holland
and Van Diemen's Land, but a very deep bay." The impression he adopted,
he conveyed to Captain Cook, who had intended to visit Van Diemen's Land
for the solution of this geographical problem, which now he considered
determined.[5]

On his third and final voyage to the Pacific, Captain Cook touched at
Van Diemen's Land in the Resolution, then accompanied by Captain
Clerke. He sighted the island bearing north-west half-west, distant
three leagues from Mewstone. A neighbouring rock, unnoticed by Furneaux,
he called the Eddystone, from its resemblance to an English lighthouse
of that name. Detained by calms, he did not reach Adventure Bay until
the 26th, where at 4 P.M. he dropped anchor in twelve fathoms, within a
mile of the shore. The officers were delighted with the country, and
particularly with its gigantic forests. Mr. Anderson, the surgeon, spent
his leisure wandering on the beach of Adventure Bay; angling in a lake,
or ascending the neighbouring hills.[6] Captain Cook left swine on the
shore, which were[Pg 9] driven into the bush when the natives were not
present; in the hope they might escape them, and thus add to the
resources of the country. He departed on the 30th for New Zealand. The
account left by Cook is chiefly interesting for its description of the
natives, and will be noticed in the history of that unfortunate people.

On the 3rd July, 1789, the brig Mercury, John Henry Cox, master,
entered a deep bay on the south side of Van Diemen's Land, and was about
ten miles from the Mewstone: attempting Adventure Bay, he was carried to
the eastward, and afterwards accidentally discovered Oyster Bay.

Captain Wm. Bligh, subsequently governor of New South Wales, touched at
Van Diemen's Land in 1788, when on his voyage to Tahiti, whence he was
instructed to convey the bread fruit tree to the West India Islands. His
object was frustrated by the mutiny of his crew; and after a passage in
an open boat, attended with extraordinary perils, he reached Great
Britain. The Providence and Assistant were placed under his command:
he was sent on the same errand, in which he was successful, and
re-appeared in Adventure Bay in 1792. During his stay he planted several
fruit trees, acorns, and vegetables.

An inscription found by the French crew on a tree, signified that near
by, "Captain William Bligh planted seven fruit trees: Messrs. T. and W.,
botanists." They consisted of one fig, two pomegranates, and four
quinces. An apple tree was found by Labillardière on the coast. They
doubtless all perished. The Frenchman was greatly scandalised by the
despotism which condemned men of science to initials, and gave a sea
captain a monopoly of fame.

This celebrated naturalist was attached to the expedition of
Rear-Admiral Bruné D'Entrecasteaux, sent out by the government of France
to ascertain the fate of La Perouse, whose amiable reputation
conciliated the good-will of all parties. Although concluded that the
vessel he commanded must be lost, it was fondly hoped that he still
survived. The national assembly paused in the midst of its conflict with
the king, to request that vessels might be dis[Pg 10]patched, and rewards
offered, for his relief. In his decree, Louis XVI. describes the
expedition as intended, beyond its primary design, to perfect the
description of the globe. On the day the first colonists of New South
Wales entered Port Jackson, the expedition of La Perouse was seen by the
astonished English approaching the coast. After an interchange of those
civilities which dignify the intercourse of polished nations, he left
New Holland.
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