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	ELLA


	   

	Emily Stott







	HASEEB


	   

	Ragevan Vasan







	RACHAEL


	   

	Rachael Merry







	Director


	   

	Anna Himali Howard







	Designer


	   

	Mydd Pharo







	Lighting Designer


	   

	Martha Godfrey







	Composition & Sound


	   

	Anna Clock







	Movement Director


	   

	Jennifer Jackson







	Assistant Director


	   

	Janisè Sadik







	Company Stage Manager


	   

	Alice Longson













[ notes ]


[ movement in play – thinking about synchronicity – the process of slowly getting into sync with another person – to pure sync – to slowly moving – going in between all three states – feeling of trying to keep up with another person’s movements – can be fun at times like learning/teaching a dance – or can be so frustrating trying to keep up or be kept up with ]


[ music in play – the timestamp for the now-playing songs shows which section + lyrics were written down in the text + don’t need to be followed to a t – choose your own sections or songs – the act of making a playlist together + adding songs to it – the tenderness of curating for a loved one ]







Characters


ELLA


HASEEB







Note on Play


— — — = passing of time


normal = dialogue


bold = direct


italics = sung


[brackets] = stage direction


– = pause/beat


/ = an interruption or a self-interruption


text that is not assigned to a character can be divided up however you wish


This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.







Objects not attached to the surface of the earth will create


a vortex going the opposite direction


like water in a sink going down a drain


so in the northern hemisphere it moves clockwise


in the southern hemisphere it moves counterclockwise


on the equator water goes straight down


round the plughole we go


in the north of england it moves clockwise


in the south of england it moves counterclockwise


in the midlands water goes straight down


round the plughole we go


in north london it moves clockwise


in south london it moves counterclockwise


in zone one water goes straight down


round the plughole we go


i move clockwise


i move counterclockwise


in the middle we meet


— — —






	HASEEB


	  

	just finished a session







	ELLA


	  

	my friend has asked me to work with a group of writers and poets who aren’t so comfortable performing to try open them up







	HASEEB


	  

	loads of, you know [imitates movement] all barefoot shit







	ELLA


	  

	i do some movement and vocal exercises from my training







	HASEEB


	  

	turn all your energy into a ball and throw it into the distance







	ELLA


	  

	i finish and start packing away







	HASEEB


	  

	you start to pack away







	ELLA


	  

	you come over to me







	HASEEB


	  

	i just wanna say something, anything







	ELLA


	  

	hey







	HASEEB


	  

	hey thanks for today ella







	ELLA


	  

	hope you got something useful from it







	HASEEB


	  

	so much so so much that’s why i’m uh







	  

	  

	is it cool to get the tongue-twisters?







	  

	  

	amazing they were amazing







	  

	  

	yeh







	ELLA


	  

	of course







	HASEEB


	  

	opened my mouth right up







	ELLA


	  

	six cricket critics







	HASEEB


	  

	six cricket critics







	ELLA


	  

	the big black bug







	  

	  

	bit the big black bear







	  

	  

	and the big black bear bled badly







	HASEEB


	  

	the big black bug







	  

	  

	bit the big black bear







	  

	  

	and the big black bear bled badly







	ELLA


	  

	i slit a sheet







	  

	  

	a sheet i slit







	  

	  

	upon a slitted sheet







	  

	  

	i sit







	HASEEB


	  

	i slit a sheet







	  

	  

	a sheet i slit







	  

	  

	upon a slitted sheet







	  

	  

	i sit







	  

	  

	— — —







	HASEEB


	  

	wrap party







	ELLA


	  

	gig in a converted church







	HASEEB


	  

	afrobeat in front of white jesus







	ELLA


	  

	and i see you







	  

	  

	HASEEB







	  

	  

	you turn around







	HASEEB


	  

	ella hey







	  

	  

	you stay and we dance







	ELLA


	  

	step in step back







	HASEEB


	  

	step in step back






	  

	  

	step in







	ELLA


	  

	step back







	HASEEB


	  

	together







	ELLA


	  

	step in







	HASEEB


	  

	deep breath







	ELLA


	  

	chest next to chest







	HASEEB


	  

	necks rest







	ELLA


	  

	cheek along cheek







	HASEEB


	  

	step back







	ELLA


	  

	nose flicks nose







	HASEEB


	  

	eyes closed







	ELLA


	  

	and we kiss







	HASEEB


	  

	and we step







	ELLA


	  

	and we step







	HASEEB


	  

	and we kiss







	ELLA


	  

	and we dance







	HASEEB


	  

	and a breath







	 


	  

	don’t say it







	  

	  

	don’t say it







	  

	  

	my new favourite tongue-twister







	  

	  

	you muppet







	ELLA


	  

	what?







	HASEEB


	  

	nothing jus that was uh yuno







	  

	  

	she never heard thank god







	ELLA


	  

	the church empties







	  

	  

	you walk me to my bus stop







	  

	  

	text me when you’re home







	HASEEB


	  

	i will







	  

	  

	you too







	HASEEB


	  

	we kiss







	ELLA


	  

	your new favourite tongue-twister eh?







	HASEEB


	  

	oh god it jus came / out







	ELLA


	  

	we kiss







	  

	  

	i kissed haseeb







	  

	  

	haseeb i kissed







	  

	  

	upon haseeb i slipped a kiss







	  

	  

	— — —







	HASEEB


	  

	what naaa you too?







	ELLA


	  

	me too?







	HASEEB


	  

	last time i did that the waiter made a face just like you’re making







	ELLA


	  

	am i making a face?







	HASEEB


	  

	yeh i don’t get why it’s a thing why having hot chocolate







	ELLA


	  

	waiter knows his food







	HASEEB


	  

	does he?







	  

	  

	and i don’t?







	ELLA


	  

	you can’t have them together







	HASEEB


	  

	why not?







	ELLA


	  

	they just don’t go







	HASEEB


	  

	who says?







	ELLA


	  

	they just don’t go







	HASEEB


	  

	nah no rules with food







	ELLA


	  

	they’re not meant to be together







	HASEEB


	  

	like romeo and juliet?







	ELLA


	  

	like chalk and cheese







	HASEEB


	  

	you eat chalk?







	ELLA


	  

	no rules with food







	HASEEB


	  

	exactly







	ELLA


	  

	there are tho







	HASEEB


	  

	no







	ELLA


	  

	yes







	HASEEB


	  

	i like hot chocolate and i like pizza so i have both you’re making a face







	ELLA


	  

	it’s not right







	HASEEB


	  

	it’s so right it’s so nice







	ELLA


	  

	too much milk







	HASEEB


	  

	then you can’t have wine and pizza then







	ELLA


	  

	why not?







	HASEEB


	  

	too much yeast







	ELLA


	  

	different yeast







	HASEEB


	  

	you’re a different yeast







	ELLA


	  

	it’s cute you’re nervous







	HASEEB


	  

	i’m nervous? you pretended to be late







	ELLA


	  

	i couldn’t be the one on time







	HASEEB


	  

	is that another rule?







	ELLA


	  

	yeh







	HASEEB


	  

	you like your rules







	ELLA


	  

	you like your milk







	HASEEB


	  

	i love my milk







	ELLA


	  

	you really do







	HASEEB


	  

	my teeth are strong as fuck







	ELLA


	  

	let’s see







	  

	  

	[HASEEB shows teeth]







	  

	  

	 not bad







	  

	  

	— — —







	HASEEB


	  

	ten days went real slow







	  

	  

	you look good







	ELLA


	  

	i wanted to see you before i go home tomorrow







	HASEEB


	  

	you going with your brother?







	ELLA


	  

	no james’s booked later train







	HASEEB


	  

	how long’s it take?







	ELLA


	  

	train to leeds is two hours and a bit and then to hebden bridge is like forty-five min







	HASEEB


	  

	so almost as long as it got me to get to yours







	ELLA


	  

	what?







	HASEEB


	  

	south london is a mish can’t believe you and your brother both chose here







	ELLA


	  

	nothing happening in north







	HASEEB


	  

	haaaa ok ok







	ELLA


	  

	gotta call it as i see it







	HASEEB


	  

	you can’t move round south







	ELLA


	  

	what you mean?







	HASEEB


	  

	transport links are so long here







	ELLA


	  

	you gotta be creative







	HASEEB


	  

	i hitchhiked half the journey







	ELLA


	  

	hope it was worth it







	HASEEB


	  

	not gonna lie i’m nervous







	ELLA


	  

	don’t be







	HASEEB


	  

	gift um shit chocolates or drink or i dunno um







	ELLA


	  

	hey it’s cool







	HASEEB


	  

	it’s cool







	ELLA


	  

	he’s made a daal







	HASEEB


	  

	ok. wait a daal?







	ELLA


	  

	yeh







	HASEEB


	  

	is that is that cos of uh a daal?







	  

	  

	a daal?







	ELLA


	  

	it’s a christmas daal







	HASEEB


	  

	course







	  

	  

	like what you leave for santa on christmas eve right? cookies and daal







	ELLA


	  

	and a lassi with a shot of brandy in it







	HASEEB


	  

	cool ok







	ELLA


	  

	this’ll be fine ginger wine







	HASEEB


	  

	shit what’s james’s girlfriend’s name?







	ELLA


	  

	genevieve







	HASEEB


	  

	right genevieve genevieve kinda rhymes with centipede centipede genevieve







	ELLA


	  

	everyone calls her gen







	HASEEB


	  

	why not just tell me that?







	ELLA


	  

	rhymes with hen if that helps







	HASEEB


	  

	don’t wanna fuck up her name







	ELLA


	  

	i got you don’t worry







	HASEEB


	  

	james







	  

	  

	handshake







	  

	  

	strong







	  

	  

	gen







	  

	  

	hug







	  

	  

	hand over ginger wine







	  

	  

	it’s goin alright







	  

	  

	hear about the christmas daal







	  

	  

	act surprised







	  

	  

	taste it







	  

	  

	no spice







	  

	  

	i say it’s really nice







	  

	  

	mmm flavoursome







	  

	  

	getting on with james and gen







	  

	  

	spreading as much anti-south-london







	  

	  

	propaganda as i can







	  

	  

	but they’re having none of it







	  

	  

	they’ve been all over past nine years now







	  

	  

	camberwell peckham new cross honor oak







	ELLA


	  

	james gives me a smile







	  

	  

	we make you a mulled ribena







	  

	  

	you and james talk football turns out you’re







	  

	  

	a glory hunter







	HASEEB


	  

	united







	ELLA


	  

	you invite james and gen to come to a gig of yours







	  

	  

	we walk to the station







	  

	  

	text me when you’re home







	HASEEB


	  

	treacherous journey







	  

	  

	it could be days







	ELLA


	  

	i think you’ll be fine







	HASEEB


	  

	the risk of scurvy is high







	ELLA


	  

	ribena’s full of vitamin c







	HASEEB


	  

	the things you do for love







	  

	  

	i mean the things one does for love







	  

	  

	i mean uh i’m gonna go







	  

	  

	i really enjoyed tonight







	ELLA


	  

	so did i







	  

	  

	— — —







	HASEEB


	  

	merry christmas







	ELLA


	  

	happy new year







	HASEEB


	  

	what’s this?







	ELLA


	  

	for you







	HASEEB


	  

	halal marshmallows







	ELLA


	  

	halal marshmallows







	HASEEB


	  

	hahaha







	ELLA


	  

	for your hot chocolates







	HASEEB


	  

	god







	ELLA


	  

	what?







	HASEEB


	  

	you had me at halal







	  

	  

	you had me at halal







	  

	  

	where did you get them from?







	ELLA


	  

	shop round the corner







	HASEEB


	  

	oh shit all this time







	ELLA


	  

	halal. is it me you’re looking for?







	HASEEB


	  

	haaa do the people of dulwich know their local is selling halal marshmallows?







	ELLA


	  

	why?







	HASEEB


	  

	creeping sharia







	ELLA


	  

	will there be marches about it?







	HASEEB


	  

	keep our marshmallows british







	ELLA


	  

	we’ll set up a countermarch







	HASEEB


	  

	marchmellow







	ELLA


	  

	free hot chocs







	HASEEB


	  

	halal marshmallows you know?







	  

	  

	— — —







	  

	  

	[now playing:







	  

	  

	‘everybody got’







	  

	  

	ivor cutler







	  

	  

	0:22–0:40]







	  

	  

	— — —







	HASEEB


	  

	oh god







	ELLA


	  

	look at you







	HASEEB


	  

	i had to come straight







	ELLA


	  

	suited and booted







	HASEEB


	  

	a little samosa from the wedding







	ELLA


	  

	yes please







	HASEEB


	  

	has gen’s band gone on yet?







	ELLA


	  

	nah they’re on half-ten







	HASEEB


	  

	representing south london new-jazz scene







	ELLA


	  

	they’re actually good







	HASEEB


	  

	is it new spelt n u? nu nu







	ELLA


	  

	nu like nu







	HASEEB


	  

	like nu







	ELLA


	  

	a whole nu world







	HASEEB


	  

	what’s gen do in the band?







	ELLA


	  

	backing vocals







	HASEEB


	  

	i say hi to james and we watch the band they’re actually alright







	ELLA


	  

	what’s the nu-jazz scene in north london like?







	HASEEB


	  

	north-west







	ELLA


	  

	whatever







	HASEEB


	  

	i’ll start one







	 


	  

	[air-trumpet solo]







	ELLA


	  

	we dance till the venue closes







	HASEEB


	  

	head to get a kebab







	ELLA


	  

	fuck







	HASEEB


	  

	you ok?







	ELLA


	  

	oh no







	HASEEB


	  

	hey







	ELLA


	  

	brooch my brooch it was on my coat my nana gave it







	HASEEB


	  

	we’ll retrace steps what’s it look like







	ELLA


	  

	it’s ok







	  

	  

	— — —







	HASEEB


	  

	urban?







	ELLA


	  

	yeh







	HASEEB


	  

	rah







	ELLA


	  

	her exact words were he’s so urban







	HASEEB


	  

	wow







	ELLA


	  

	i know







	HASEEB


	  

	that’s how gen described me?







	ELLA


	  

	yeh







	HASEEB


	  

	never been called urban only by like posh poetry events
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