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God has gifted Ray in amazing ways. His newest book is a mixture between a call to action and an instruction manual on how to reach lost people. Every Christian should read How to Make Sure God Hears Your Prayers. You will be challenged and rightfully so. The church needs a wake-up call, and I believe this book to be just that. Thank you, Ray, for stepping on my toes—again.


Carl Kerby | president and founder, Reasons for Hope, www.rforh.com
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FOREWORD





Despite Ray’s nationality as a Kiwi from New Zealand and mine as an Aussie from Australia, we’ve been good friends for a long time (though we frequently tease and insult each other—a sign of affection in our culture!). When he asked me to write the foreword for his latest book, I was honored. Ray’s resources are powerful and always point readers toward the most important message they could ever hear—the saving gospel of Jesus Christ.


Why should you read this book? Within its pages, Ray gives you the answer to your biggest problem. It’s the biggest problem every single person who has ever lived has—the sin that separates us from a holy God. That sin is no small matter: “For the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). We’ve rebelled against the Creator, and we deserve death (both physical death and eternal spiritual death) for our sin. But praise the Lord. He did what we can’t do and provided a way of salvation. Consider the rest of Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (ESV).


Salvation is a free gift, provided by God’s grace and offered to anyone who will turn from their sin and trust in Christ and his death and resurrection. Ray is passionate about this message because he truly loves people and wants to see everyone saved for eternity. That’s why he has dedicated his life to daily sharing the message you’ll read in this book.


So read How to Make Sure God Hears Your Prayers and honestly and seriously consider the truth that Ray shares. It’s truth straight from the very Word of God, and it has the power to save you if you will repent and believe.
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CEO, Answers in Genesis, the Ark Encounter, and the Creation Museum













INTRODUCTION





When someone dies, we should ask ourselves if that person was a Christian. Did he know the Lord? Was she born again? These are legitimate ways to ask if the deceased person professed to believe in Jesus. However, the all-encompassing question we should ask is, Did he or she fear the Lord? It doesn’t matter how much we accomplish in our lives, the size of our Christian ministry, or how much money we leave behind. Everything boils down to whether we fear God. This is because, while many people profess to be born again, only people who fear the Lord reflect that fear in how they live. The fear of God is the fertile soil from which good, biblical fruit grows, and as we shall see, it is a priceless gift from the hand of our loving Creator.


When a nation loses the fear of God, it doesn’t depart from sin. And as with Israel of old, it instead gravitates toward idolatry. It creates its own image of God—one that won’t and can’t threaten future punishment for evil. That opens the gates to sexual sin, followed by general lawlessness—blasphemy, lying, stealing, greed, rape, violence, murder, pornography, pride, the delusion of self-righteousness, and even the killing of one’s own offspring. Welcome to our modern-day world.


We desperately need to return to the preaching of truths that make sinners tremble. Such a thought may sound distasteful to some. However, in the light of Scripture, we should be suspicious of any medicine that isn’t a little bitter. In addressing the necessity of the fear of the Lord, A. W. Tozer said,


Wherever God appeared to men in Bible times the results were the same—an overwhelming sense of terror and dismay, a wrenching sensation of sinfulness and guilt. When God spoke, Abram stretched himself upon the ground to listen. When Moses saw the Lord in the burning bush, he hid his face in fear to look upon God. Isaiah’s vision of God wrung from him the cry, “Woe is me!” and the confession, “I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips.”1


Abram, Moses, Isaiah, Daniel—even Jesus feared the Lord. Biblically speaking, the fear of God is an essential condition for a relationship with God. At first, it may be strange to consider that Jesus himself had a healthy fear of the Lord, but Scripture tells us that his prayers were heard by the Father not because of his faith or his humility of heart but “because of His godly fear” (Hebrews 5:7).


Every day millions pray, believing they are being heard by God. Some think they are heard because of their vain repetition or their many words. Others believe that nothing restricts the smallest prayer—that God always hears and responds. But Scripture says this is not so. It tells us that sin cuts us off from God so that he will not hear (see Psalm 66:18; Isaiah 59:1–2). If we want to capture God’s attention, we must take note of the Bible’s teaching on the subject and thoroughly mingle our prayers with the fear of God.


A book on the fear of the Lord goes against the tide of a culture that frowns on such talk. As far as the world is concerned, God is not to be feared. He is a loving Father who hears every prayer. But I must defend the integrity of Scripture with as much passion as I would defend the integrity of my faithful wife. While many of today’s preachers don’t delight in the fear of God, we must look to God’s Word to see what he says about himself. That is my agenda with this publication.


Each of the chapters in this book concludes with a transcript of a real-life witnessing scene. As you will see, I use a biblical key to produce the fear of God in all those with whom I share the gospel. This is because I know they need the fear of the Lord to depart from sin, for it is “by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil” (Proverbs 16:6 KJV).


Having said all this, let me allay any possible concerns with a concession: there is a perversion of the doctrine of fear of the Lord, one that is neither biblical nor glorifying to God, and that has long been employed to keep the religious masses in submission. The fear of the Lord of which I am concerned is fear mingled with love—exemplified in the terrible cost of the cross. At that scene, we tremble.


May God bless you and strengthen you through this wonderful and sublime truth.


[image: ]


August 2021













Chapter 1


WHAT THE WORLD SAYS IS GOOD





There are over seven billion people on this earth right now. Many of them walk through their daily lives believing they are good people. Maybe they volunteer at the local nursing home or donate to orphanages. They may even attend church every Sunday. Yet when they pray, they wonder why God feels distant. They’re “good” people after all. However, they don’t fear the Lord. In secret, they sin because they don’t think God notices or cares. But God cares deeply about our sin. It separates us from him.






SIN IN BELSHAZZAR’S COURT





While Daniel was faithfully serving God as an exile in Babylon, his captor, King Belshazzar, was partying. This was despite his city being surrounded by his enemy, the hostile Medo-Persian army, for four months. But he had a good reason not to be too concerned. Belshazzar had water and food enough to last for two decades. His city was encircled by two walls. The inner wall was twenty-one feet thick with massive towers at sixty-foot intervals. The outer wall was eleven feet in width and had watchtowers. Six feet outside these walls was a moat fed by the Euphrates River, making Babylon a seemingly impenetrable fortress.2 Belshazzar, therefore, was unintimidated. He needed only wait until the enemy became discouraged and left, so despite the siege, he made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and calmly drank wine in their presence.


However, the God of Israel had already given the king a prophetic message:


[Daniel] told the king three times that the kingdom of Babylon would end and that it would be replaced by the Medes and the Persians. The army outside the gates would win.


God had also given the same message through other prophets. Both Isaiah and Jeremiah prophesied that Babylon would fall to the Medes (see Jeremiah 51:1–11; Isaiah 13:17–22). Isaiah’s prediction was over 200 years earlier!


Belshazzar knew what God had said, but he felt safe inside his city walls. In a final act of defiance, he threw a great party.3


His drinking of wine is mentioned five times in these few verses, inferring that this was more than just a feast. And one sin led to another. Scripture doesn’t hesitate to align sexual sin with drunkenness. They are bedfellows: “Let us conduct ourselves properly and honorably as in the [light of] day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and irresponsibility” (Romans 13:13 AMP). The Bible further warns that drunkenness leads to sexual sin:


For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles—when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. (1 Peter 4:3)


Drunkenness emboldens sin by dulling the conscience. It muffles its warning and has no doubt robbed many men and women of virginity they otherwise would have prized. Drunkenness certainly marred Noah’s good reputation (see Genesis 9:20–23).


Belshazzar’s drunkenness not only led to sexual sin but also to idolatry, for it was while the king had a cup of wine in his hand that the now infamous and devilish thought entered his mind: he would take the cups from the temple so that he and his guests could drink wine from them:


While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar gave the command to bring the gold and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple which had been in Jerusalem, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them. Then they brought the gold vessels that had been taken from the temple of the house of God which had been in Jerusalem; and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze and iron, wood and stone. (Daniel 5:2–4)


But this wasn’t solely for the pleasure of drinking fine wine. It was to be a time of praise to the demon gods of gold and silver, bronze and iron, wood and stone. And in Belshazzar’s mind, they were worthy to be praised—because dumb idols don’t forbid sexual sin. His idols let him behave however he pleased. The psalmist speaks of how the ungodly boast of their idols: “Let all be put to shame who serve carved images, who boast of idols” (Psalm 97:7).


Sinners feel so safe and secure from the judgment of God that they throw a party. Despite the many warnings in Scripture, the voice of conscience, and the protest of the church against sin, people today have fortified themselves behind impenetrable walls and become emboldened in their sin, just like Belshazzar: “Yet they say, ‘The LORD does not see, nor does the God of Jacob understand’” (94:7).


All the while, justice strains against the reins of mercy. Despite the patience of God, his law remains. His love of justice never changes, but the Scriptures tell us that he is rich in mercy. Like a good judge, he waits patiently because he wants to show mercy to a criminal. The judge waits for signs of remorse. And it’s the same with our Creator. He waits, but all the while, wrath is being stored up; the ultimate stallion rises on its hind legs and is keen to rush into battle:


But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who “will render to each one according to his deeds”: eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality; but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil. (Romans 2:5–9)


How can we not but tremble when we think of the terrifying fate of those who don’t fear God—who, without restraint, give themselves to sin? They “feast…without fear,” serving their own lusts. “They are clouds without water, carried about by the winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots; raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; wandering stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever” (Jude 1:12–13). They act in rebellion against God’s commands. These people could be your coworkers, your neighbors, your friends, and even your family members. Without the fear of the Lord, all await his judgment.









THE WORLD’S DEFINITION OF GOOD AND EVIL





But our world tries to say, “Surely you don’t mean everyone who doesn’t fear the Lord is destined for hell? What about the neighbor who bakes cookies for you? Or the cousin who’s just had a hard life? Or the friend who goes out of her way to help people?”


If you ask the unsaved to define evil, you will find that most confine their definition to a mass murderer like Hitler—someone who was responsible for the slaughter of millions of people. Or they will point to Jeffrey Dahmer—a man who, between 1978 and 1991, molested seventeen men and boys, strangled them, dismembered them, and cannibalized them.4 Most people wouldn’t deny mass murderers are evil.


In fact, the dictionary says that to be evil means to be “profoundly immoral and wicked.”5 These two monsters adequately qualify for that definition. However, the dictionary’s use of the word profoundly elevates evil above the reach of average sinners, completely ignoring God’s moral standards. Even respected theologians miss the mark if they don’t point to an objective standard when describing evil:


Essentially, evil is a lack of goodness. Moral evil is not a physical thing; it is a lack or privation of a good thing. As Christian philosopher J. P. Moreland has noted, “Evil is a lack of goodness. It is goodness spoiled. You can have good without evil, but you cannot have evil without good.” Or as Christian apologist Greg Koukl has said, “Human freedom was used in such a way as to diminish goodness in the world, and that diminution, that lack of goodness, that is what we call evil.”6


Although these statements are true, they are obscure if goodness is also left without a clear definition. What may be goodness to one person may not be goodness to another. How profound is profound, and how good is good?


With these vague definitions of good and evil, it’s no wonder most people today wonder why God feels distant to them. They may even think that as long as they’re good people—living up to whatever their definition of good is—that God will hear their prayers and do whatever they ask. However, the Bible has clearly defined good from evil. This is why we must point to the law of God as the ultimate reference point for good and evil. Scripture says the law is perfect, holy, just, and good (Psalm 19:7; Romans 7:12). By it, we can measure evil. The law demanded that Hitler love the Lord his God with all of his heart, mind, soul, and strength and to love every Jew as much as he loved himself. If he saw an injured Jewish person, he was required to lovingly bathe his wounds, transport him to a place where he could find help, and pay for any and all costs incurred (see Luke 10:25–37). Scripture is clear that anyone who breaks God’s commandments “shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:19). To look the other way when someone is in such need is profoundly evil. The law thunders the truth about evil: “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies” (15:19).


Despite this truth, the world’s “philosophy and empty deceit” (Colossians 2:8) is born out of willful ignorance:


Understand, you senseless among the people; and you fools, when will you be wise?


He who planted the ear, shall He not hear? He who formed the eye, shall He not see? (Psalm 94:8–9)


They willfully forget that God judged the world through the flood in the time of Noah. There are oceans of evidence that the earth was once flooded (including the fact that 70 percent of the earth is still covered in water), but sinful men and women refuse to study it because of the implications of divine judgment:


For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. (2 Peter 3:5–7, emphasis added)


Without the law to bring knowledge of sin and the fear of the Lord, people cannot help but do that which is right in their own eyes. They are directed in a way that seems right by their own deficient moral compass, but that way only leads to death. No wonder people are so lost, and no wonder they are so lawless.











BEWARE OF BEING MISLED





Scripture says to beware! Be on your guard, for if you lack vigilance, you will be cheated! Stand your ground with both eyes peeled because “anyone” may try to fleece, hoodwink, mislead, and swindle you with worldly philosophy and empty deceit. That “anyone” could be your own loving mother or grandpa, gently correcting you by explaining that the God of the Bible is loving and kind and would never create hell, let alone damn anyone to such a place. They may even back up their thoughts by giving you a Bible verse about God being love. Or the “anyone” may be your science teacher, who leaves science for a moment or two to share her concern that “Christian fundamentalism,” as she calls it, has led to tremendous bigotry and narrow-mindedness. The “anyone” may even be the convictions of a certain religion professor who says of evangelicals that “their racism, their sexism… their lack of belief in science, lack of belief and common sense may end up killing us all…If evangelicals don’t change, they pose an existential crisis to us all.”7


And “anyone” may even explain that the much-feared beliefs held by these evil and bigoted evangelicals can be traced back to the Bible. They blame the Bible because it speaks the truth about sin and sexual perversion, warning that God will judge the world in righteousness. That’s why wicked people hate the Scriptures. So be on the alert for the friendly delivery person who gently tells you to let go of the vindictive God portrayed in that archaic book—a book, he’ll tell you, that has been changed many times down through the ages. Be wary of the celebrity who unashamedly thanks God for her award but explains that she believes in an inclusive Jesus. Such love and tolerance for everyone is not only applauded by her fans but by all of Hollywood. However, the accolades would cease in a second if she were loving enough to warn them that God is intolerant of all sin:


For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them. (Ephesians 5:5–7)


Simply quoting these two verses in an acceptance speech would stir Hollywood’s demons of hatred and ensure blacklisting. It is indeed a sin in the world’s eyes to share these truths.


Israel Folau learned this the hard way when, in 2019, Australian rugby union authorities suspended him from playing and later ended his contact for posting on his Instagram account several Bible verses about repentance.


The post’s graphic listed various sins from 1 Corinthians 6:9, including drunkenness and idolatry, that people must repent of or face eternal judgment. Folau wrote that Jesus loves those who are living in sin and is giving sinful people time to repent, adding Galatians 5:19–21 and Acts 17:30.8


Sinners hate the light—no matter whom it shines through. But their philosophy is nothing new. It is the same venom that came through the vipers who hated Jesus two thousand years ago because he talked about them being evil (see John 7:7). Their worldview is “according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ” (Colossians 2:8). Jesus was not shy in talking about the coming judgment:


Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. (John 5:24–29)









THE GRAVITY OF OUR SIN





While God’s anger is like a flood pressing against a cracked dam, waiting to crush those beneath it—those who live without fearing his power—the Scriptures make a wonderful promise to those who do fear him: “As a father pities his children, so the LORD pities those who fear Him…But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, and His righteousness to children’s children” (Psalm 103:13, 17).


Perhaps if we were to think differently about lost sinners, we would be struck with the seriousness of their plight. Consider this story D. L. Moody shared about the urgency to preach the gospel to our own children. While we must be concerned with our family, this story applies to all who don’t fear God because every soul is precious to God:


There was a little story going the round of the American press that made a great impression upon me as a father. A father took his little child out into the field one Sabbath, and, it being a hot day, he lay down under a beautiful shady tree. The little child ran about gathering wild flowers and little blades of grass, and coming to its father and saying, “Pretty! pretty!” At last the father fell asleep, and while he was sleeping the little child wandered away. When he awoke, his first thought was, “Where is my child?” He looked all around, but he could not see him. He shouted at the top of his voice, but all he heard was the echo of his own voice. Running to a little hill, he looked around and shouted again. No response! Then going to a precipice at some distance, he looked down, and there upon the rocks and briars, he saw the mangled form of his loved child. He rushed to the spot, took up the lifeless corpse and hugged it to his bosom, and accused himself of being the murderer of his child. While he was sleeping his child had wandered over the precipice. I thought as I heard that, what a picture of the church of God!9


Every lost person is like that child caught up in carefree play, not realizing that they are perhaps but a few steps away from a deadly precipice. Now is the time to chase after them and share the good news of salvation. Now is the time to plead with them for their eternal destiny. Now is the time to tell them they have good reason to be afraid!









WITNESSING ENCOUNTER





In the following conversation, see how knowledge of sin and its consequences gives an agnostic and an atheist something to think about.


RAY: What are your thoughts on the afterlife?


DAVID: I don’t think much about it.


RAY: Are you agnostic?


DAVID: I guess if you had to classify me, that’s probably what it would be.


KEN: I’m honestly a man of science, and I believe that we’re just made out of molecules, and we come and go.


RAY: You’ve got a van there.


DAVID: Yeah.


RAY: Okay. Anyone make your van?


DAVID: Yes.


RAY: How do you know?


DAVID: How do I know that they made it?


RAY: Yes, I mean, what would you think of me if I said, “I don’t know if anyone made this van?” You’d think I was a bit slow in the brain. Obviously, the thing’s made. It’s got design. It’s got purpose. It’s got wheels, steering wheel, motor. Everything in it says, “Hey, there was a maker of this van.”


DAVID: Okay.


RAY: And when you look around you…


DAVID: There’s also a clear history of developing the skills and the materials to make that van.


RAY: Yes, but even a kid who doesn’t understand that would say, “Oh, the van’s got a maker.” He wouldn’t say it came together from an explosion or something. So you don’t need to know the history of van makers to know that someone made the van. Same with your T-shirt. Someone designed your T-shirt.


DAVID: Okay.


RAY: Everything designed has a designer. Everything made had a maker. So look at flowers, birds, trees, puppies, kittens, the seasons, the sun, the moon, the stars, the human eye with 137 million light-sensitive cells. Everything is designed impeccably, from the atom to the universe.


KEN: Okay.


RAY: So, now do you know God exists?


DAVID: Everyone I’ve ever met who would say that God exists, that there’s a Creator, says that there’s Adam and Eve and that Adam and Eve looked just like me.


RAY: No, Eve didn’t.


DAVID: Well, Eve didn’t. And that a snake came down and talked, and a bush really burned, and all this stuff. And I’m waiting for the person to come to me and say, “Hey, no, that really didn’t happen. Those are all metaphors and stories to get you to think. But that’s not really how it happened. That’s just a story.” If someone came to me with that, I’d listen.


RAY: Well, what you’re saying makes sense. The Bible’s full of crazy-sounding stories, really weird. You’ve only touched on a few of them.


DAVID: I know. [Laughs]


RAY: There’s the opening of the Red Sea, there’s Balaam’s donkey—


DAVID: Yes, there is.


RAY: —that talked, there’s Joshua stopping the sun, there’s the walls of Jericho that came down, Jonah being swallowed by a big fish and coming back out three days later. All of it’s really weird, and it’s hard to swallow, including the Jonah story. So my agenda isn’t to convince you the Bible’s the Word of God. I’d be silly to try and do that because it is full of fantastic stories, in the truest sense of the word. My agenda is something else; it’s to show you you’re in terrible danger. Do you believe in God’s existence?


KEN: Um, no.


RAY: So you believe the scientific impossibility that nothing created everything? Is that really what you believe? That’s scientifically impossible! Nothing can’t create anything because it’s nothing. Can you see what I’m saying?


KEN: That makes sense, but I feel like it’s just all, like, one big coincidence that everything just, like, started existing. I wouldn’t believe in something I haven’t seen before.


RAY: So you don’t believe in love? Or wind? Or history? Or molecules?


KEN: That’s a good point.


RAY: Yes, there’s a lot of things we believe in that we can’t see. Do you know what a colloquialism is?


KEN: Um, no.


RAY: Let me give you a couple of baseball colloquialisms like, I want to throw you a curveball. Firstly, I want to touch base with you, throw you a curveball, and see if you can knock it out of the park.


KEN: Mm-hmm.


RAY: They’re colloquialisms. They mean something. Even though they’re about baseball, we know they mean something else. The curveball means a difficult question, touch base means I want to talk to you about something, and hit it out of the park means that I want you to do something that’s going to impress me. Ever heard the colloquialism He doesn’t have a hope in hell?


KEN: No.


RAY: You never heard that?


KEN: Never heard of it.


RAY: Yes, it’s an American colloquialism, and it means that you don’t have any hope at all, no hope in hell. So do you think you’re a good person? If heaven exists, are you going to make it there?


KEN: If it exists, um…probably not.


RAY: So, you’re doing things you know are morally wrong?


KEN: I guess, from the Ten Commandments, I’ve probably, like, broken a couple.


RAY: Like lying and stealing?


KEN: Yes.


RAY: So you’re a lying thief?


KEN: I guess you could call me that.


RAY: Well, there would be a reason to want to run and hide from God. As Adam ran from God and hid, we want to do the same thing. Have you ever used God’s name in vain? That’s the third commandment.


KEN: Yes.


RAY: Would you use your mother’s name as a cuss word?


KEN: No.


RAY: Of course not. Now tell me why you wouldn’t do that.


KEN: Because she’s someone I respect.


RAY: You love your mother, and you wouldn’t use her name as a cuss word. What an insult to her!


DAVID: Okay.


RAY: And yet you’ve taken the name of God and used it in the place of a filth word, which is called blasphemy—so serious, David, it’s punishable by death in the Old Testament. I appreciate your patience with me. One to go.


DAVID: Okay.


RAY: Jesus said if you look at a woman and lust for her, you commit adultery with her in your heart [Matthew 5:28]. Have you ever looked at a woman with lust?


DAVID: Of course.


RAY: Have you had sex before marriage?


DAVID: Of course.


RAY: Okay, here’s a summation. I’m not judging you; this is for you to judge yourself. You’ve told me you’re a lying, thieving, fornicating, blasphemous, adulterer at heart. And you have to face God on judgment day. And here’s the big if…


DAVID: I didn’t say I had to face God on judgment day.


RAY: Here’s the big if…If God judges you by the Ten Commandments—we’ve looked at four of them—on judgment day, would you be innocent or guilty?


DAVID: I would be guilty.


RAY: Heaven or hell?


DAVID: If that is the…or if those are the options?


RAY: When did you last look at pornography?


KEN: Uhh…this week.


RAY: That’ll keep you from coming to God because you know you’re doing wrong, and you know God frowns upon it.


DAVID: What I’m told is, I can simply say, “I accept Jesus as my Lord and Savior,” and all of a sudden I’m in, and we’re all good, whether or not I stole a candy bar or took a life. I have a little problem with that.


RAY: Well, I don’t blame you because that’s a fallacy.


DAVID: Yes.


RAY: It’s not true.


DAVID: Okay.


RAY: That’s called the American Gospel, and it’s very pervasive, and it’s filled the church with false converts. We’ve got a lot of people who say they’re Christians, but their lives don’t match it. So let me tell you what the Bible says and get your thoughts on it.


DAVID: Okay.


RAY: The Scriptures say all liars will have their part in the lake of fire [Revelation 21:8]. No thief, no blasphemer, no adulterer will inherit the kingdom of God [1 Corinthians 6:9–10]. It obviously doesn’t concern you that if death seized upon you today, you’d end up damned by God. But David, it concerns me. It horrifies me. I love you. I care about you. And the thought of you going to hell takes my breath away. Do you know what the Bible says death actually is? You’ve obviously got some sort of Christian background—do you remember that Bible verse that tells us what death is?


DAVID: No.


RAY: The wages of sin is death—Romans 6:23. Do you remember that?


DAVID: Mm-hmm.


RAY: It’s a very famous verse. Death is wages that God pays you for your sins. It’s like a heinous criminal. He’s raped three girls, murdered them, and the judge says, “You’ve earned the death sentence. This is what’s due to you; this is your wage.” And God says, in his eyes, sin is so serious, it demands the death sentence, capital punishment. The soul that sins, it shall die. And really, it horrifies me, the thought that you’d end up in hell. The second part of that verse is—it kind of brings some light to that darkness—it says the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. And it doesn’t come through inviting Jesus into your heart. It comes by another means.


KEN: I don’t think anyone’s ever been either in heaven or hell, so I don’t think anyone could decide which one is good or bad. And—


RAY: Are you sure of that?


KEN: Yes.


RAY: Well, I’ll tell you where you’re wrong. Every person who’s been born again, who’s become a Christian, has experienced the supernatural. The God who made all things reveals himself to you by transforming your life on the inside, so you love righteousness and hate that which is wrong.


KEN: Mm-hmm.


RAY: So every person who’s become a Christian—a genuine biblical Christian—knows God exists because they know him, and they know his Word is true. Have you ever read the Bible?


KEN: Before.


RAY: Yes, it’s full of prophecies that show the fingerprint of God all over his Word, and the Bible warns again and again that hell exists. It says there’s going to be a time of retribution, a day of punishment. God’s appointed a day in which he’ll judge the world in righteousness. And you used to read the Bible?


KEN: Mm-hmm.


RAY: And you gave your heart to Jesus when you were a little kid?


KEN: Taught to.


RAY: Yes, and then you fell away when the hormones kicked in and girls looked a little more exciting than Noah’s ark.


KEN: Um…as I got older, I had a more—different perspective of…


RAY: Yes, yes, the sin looks attractive. You’re like the prodigal son. Now tell me, what did God do for guilty sinners so we wouldn’t have to end up in hell. Do you remember?


KEN: Yes. Jesus died for us, so…


RAY: Most people know that, but they don’t know this—and if you can get a grip of this, it’ll change everything.


DAVID: Hmm, yes.


RAY: You and I broke God’s law, the Ten Commandments; Jesus paid the fine. That’s what happened on the cross. That’s why his last words were, “It is finished” [John 19:30]. In other words, the debt has been paid. You’ve got to admit they’re weird words to say when you’re dying. Last words? “It is finished”? But he was saying the fine has been paid. It’s like in a court of law, a judge can dismiss your case, let you go, if someone pays your fine. So, he can say, “Ken, there’s a stack of speeding fines. This is deadly serious, but someone’s paid them. You’re free to go.” And he can do that which is legal and right and just. You walk—even though you’re guilty—because someone paid your fine.


And even though you and I are guilty of heinous crimes against God—very serious crimes worthy of the death sentence—God says, “You can walk. I’ll let you live forever, legally, because of what Jesus did on the cross, paying the fine in his life’s blood.” Then he rose from the dead and defeated death. Simply repent of your sins, let them go, say, “God, forgive me,” and don’t play the hypocrite. Be a genuine Christian. Don’t lie and steal and fornicate and say you’re a Christian; that’s just deceiving yourself. So, your repentance must be sincere and genuine—and then trust in Jesus like you trust a parachute.


Dave, you’re on the edge of a plane ten thousand feet up, and you say, “I don’t care if I die. You know, I can flap my arms and defeat this invisible gravity thing.” I’d say, “Man, the best thing I can do for you would be to hang you out the plane by your ankles for five seconds,” and you’d come in and say, “Man, give me a parachute,” because fear has done its work.
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