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This book is dedicated to


my beloved grandson, Joshua.


A Warrior who cries




Money Talks


From the rich in all things


to the up-and-coming wealthy


    and to all those who aspire to the disciplines that


        prosperity brings… .





‘I have prayed for you that your faith fail not.’


Luke’s Gospel chapter 22 and verse 12


Author’s note – Before this book can be written, the author confesses to wrongdoing and mistakes concerning money and the way it has been personally handled. This confession is undertaken in no light manner, in fact, true and deep repentance is more seemly. For years, even since becoming a totally committed Christian, there have been squandered resources, flipped-over bills, debts and an easy trifling with hundreds of pounds in an offhand manner. God’s wonderful provision for every possible need has been badly managed.


This attitude of carelessness is what is being repented of because it is in money matters that more of His faithfulness has been learned than in any other way.


Introduction - Money is important. It is important if we have plenty and it is more than meaningful if we have none. It is also a weighty subject with God. Wealth and means, or the lack of it, is mention hundreds of times in the Bible.


In the New Testament as well as the Old, in all places, circumstances and situations, it is used to show values of men, commodities and even the worth of whole cities and nations.


Affluence and riches are not despised by God and so they should not be despised by His people. Money and bartering power has always been a major part of this world of ours and is not to be thought of lightly. Neither is it to be abused or overestimated.


We ought to esteem money as God esteems it and give it the same emphasis as do the scriptures.


Many times we read that when God had a purpose in mind there was never a shortage of means. For instance, God gave millions in cash and kind to David so that there would be no lack in the building of the temple.


Men have always been fascinated by money. Its significance and influence in world affairs is becoming increasingly dominant.


It has been hoarded, courted, sought after, given away, used for power, used for good, buried, undervalued, restricted, withheld, gambled and multiplied and a dozen other exercises including thought about and discarded.


If you are a Christian, with God’s plans uppermost in mind, what should you be thinking about it and doing with it, if anything? What is God’s intention for you and what can He demand of you concerning it for yourself, for all of us, now and in the future? In one sense, what a man thinks of money is what he is although there is really no virtue in having it and no shame in not having it. So, just for a minute or a lifetime, let us put everything connected with finance into a right perspective and look at it from His view.
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1.


Top Dog Money Maker


Power equals money and money equals power. That maybe what we think or scoff at but still the art of money management and making money work as a profession can be very fulfilling. It can even be exciting, not at all to be confused with money-grubbing.


To be delighted with figures is a gift direct from heaven, just as much as passing Grade 8 piano by the age of 10. To serve God and men by investing, gifts, loans, developing another’s potential, using money given to charities to best advantage; these are all wonderful ways to spend a life. If we have any disapproval of such and those who do love the exercising of finance, it may mean that we have an inability to comprehend it’s real working power.


Understanding money adds a broader vision and a new dimension to life. And if, for instance, we put out faith to some extent in stocks and bonds, it is wonderfully exhilarating to succeed with profits. So climbing the ladder is good, but actually getting to the top is what life is all about. Heaven is around the corner and reaching it just means working harder. This includes the art of money management.


The enthusiasm of youth with a realistic goal often brings happiness with it and sometimes the striving, alone, is worth it all so why not the same with cash and its problems? Unfortunately, unlike most other professions, it is almost as though we can measure and control this world of ours by our wealth.


Ultra fine sensor beams estimate and appraise for us. Our cordless digitally-timed pocket calculators disengage us from secretaries and computers alike. We have no need actually to be bound by anything, let alone terminals. Our multilingual translators project us further than ever. All that is needed to contain the world is a touch of a button. We are free to roam the business jungle as we will.


Life is almost measurable and containable but not quite. We can circle and comprehend the globe but God alone created it, embraces and welcomes it and all that is in it. What is more, He loves it as it is and as it will be. He is Creator-Controller of the whole of it. The other side of the world is the same as this side to Him. His all-enfolding, computer-expendable, loving can never be sickened or erased. It is unbounded, interminable, infinite and without doubt there is no delete button!


So before going any further, if it is our fear that money will control us rather than the other way around, a few basics need to be checked by a subjective look at what the scriptures say. This is just to reaffirm cause and effect of our love of what we do and how far we will go to aspire to the boardroom, etcetera.


What do you think of the following verses from Scripture as applied to your inner desires and ambitions?


This has not a lot to do with finance, but everything to do with the Christian financier.


He is a Jew, which is one inwardly; … Whose praise is not of men, but of God.


Romans 2:29


Do I seek to please men? If I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.


Gal.1:10


You judge not for man, but for the Lord, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts.


2 Chronicles 19:6


Master, we know you regard not the person of men.


Mark 12:14


With good will doing service, as to the Lord and not to men.


Ephesians 6:7


These are murmurers, complainers, having men’s persons in admiration because of advantage.


Jude 16


Is it all too much?


With a necessary leap from thoughts of affluence to considering eternity, can we relate to these verses realistically? Can we do it before breakfast!?


Can we still say of ourselves like the wise man in Proverbs 22 verse 1, within this climate of have and have not in which we live, ‘a good name is rather to be chosen than riches?’


Well, for heaven’s sake, before going any further, let’s instil the idea into our offspring and those we endeavour to teach and discipline. If you are Top-Dog so to speak, it is highly likely that they will aspire the same way. Do we wholly agree with the thoughts expressed? We reveal it by our lifestyle; ambitions that cannot be hidden, our friendships and our actions. We don’t need to keep all our giving a super-spiritual secret, for instance. We could let our children see some of the accumulated wealth being shared openly.


A deep sense of responsibility to the next generation will become a way of life because the stars who shine in your particular contemporary patch will be men and women with goals.


Christians or not, you know them because their purposes are distinct and measurable. Relatives or not, drifting is not for them. Their eyes are set to the fulfilling of a dream. Their vision may or may not be from God but it will shape and mould them and, what is more, their peers too. If we can, we ought to steer them by the way of the cross of Jesus Christ then they will not only have a goal worth while but a sense of identity. They will go on in spite of the perplexing bitterness that staggers others.


God spoke to David and gave some of the most enlightening pronouncements about a son. There is no reason why He cannot do the same for you.


‘A son shall be born to you, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about…I will give peace and quietness in his days.’


1 Chronicles 22:19


David was home from war and becoming heavily involved in a building programme - the temple mainly. This was to be a place of great magnificence, unlimited expenditure and noted throughout the world. He was anxious to get on with the planning and lengthy preparations. He knew without doubt, that this was to be a project from God and he was the dynamic man of vision to see it through. But it was also to be a lesson in discernment and patience because it was actually after he had reached the heady seat of power that he had to wait. His son was yet to be born, grow up and become king before the building material David had prepared could be used. Although a high-flying, multitalented entrepreneur, David had to wait and leave it all to Solomon.


Solomon was the right choice despite the nepotism in David’s make-up which can blind a man to the true characteristics and motives of offspring. King David allowed his sons complete freedom, more than that, licence, to do as they wished and undue favouritism is not God’s idea of ruling men with justice.


So … . If you manage a company or find yourself inexplicably nearing the top rung, or even chairman of all the companies, Brigadier-General of all the armed forces like David, plus head of the church and leader of nations; recognise your humanity and vulnerability constantly and that it is as much from God as is your spiritual side.


There are still things too wonderful even for us to understand. He does not have to justify everything that happens to you just as you do not have to justify everything that you do, to others. Your unpredictability may just be a strength.


Herein lies some dilemma. ‘How to Succeed’ may be at the top of your list of book titles and automatic and compulsive reading. It may be a constant reference after college if you did not actually write the book yourself. But Jesus teaches that the ‘I’ will not be first or used to step on others for arrival. How to work it out may take a lifetime. Anyway, we do not want two personalities, one in the office and one at home. Or one upward and one horizontal. The only answer is to recognise your work as métier - a kind of mission. Your work of money making is not a frivolous secondary gift but a high calling.
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