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Physical Characteristics of the Pomeranian


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: In balance with the body. The skull is closed. The top of the skull is slightly rounded, but not domed.


 



Ears: When viewed from the front and side, small, mounted high and carried erect.


 



Shoulders: Moderately muscled. The length of the


 



shoulder blade and upper arm are equal.


 



Eyes: Dark, bright, medium in size and almond-shaped.


They are set well into the skull on either side of a well-pronounced stop.


 



Forelegs: Moderately muscled, straight and parallel to each other. Height from elbows to withers approximately equals height from ground to elbow.


 




Muzzle: Rather short, straight, fine, free of lippiness and never snipey.



 




Neck: Short with its base set well into the shoulders to allow the head to be carried high.



 




Color: All colors, patterns, and variations there-of are allowed: Red, Orange, Cream, and Sable; Open Black, Brown, and Blue; Open Any Other Color, Pattern, or Variation.



[image: 001]









Back: Short with a level topline; compact and well-ribbed with brisket reaching the elbow.


 



 



 



Tail: Plumed, lies flat and straight on the back.


 



 



 




Hindquarters: The angulation of the hindquarters balances that of the forequarters. The thighs are moderately muscled with stifles that are moderately bent and clearly defined.



 



 



 



Coat: Double. The undercoat is soft and dense. The outer coat is long, straight, glistening and harsh in texture.


 



 



 



 



Hindlegs: Straight and parallel to each other.


 



 




Size: The average weight of the Pomeranian is from 3 to 7 pounds, with the ideal weight for the show specimen being 4 to 6 pounds.



 



Feet: Well-arched, compact, and turn neither in nor out. He stands well up on his toes.











 






Today’s tiny Pomeranian derives from the large spitz breeds of Germany. Our modern dog is a fashionable and petite member of the Toy Group.
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HISYORY OF THE POMERANIAN
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Although now well known as one of the smallest of the Toy breeds, the Pomeranian was formerly considerably larger. Those unfamiliar with the breed will probably be surprised by some of the early paintings of Pomeranians, for the dogs shown look large by today’s standards, sitting alongside their elegant mistresses.







THE BREED’S NAME 


The breed’s name derives from its homeland of Pomerania, a former duchy on the Baltic, between eastern Germany and western Poland. The Pomeranian was a descendant of European working dogs. Such dogs were also held in high esteem in Greece and Rome, where they were prized as ladies’ pets. In classical Grecian times, the Pomeranian was called the “Maltese Dog,” which has on occasion led to some confusion.


The earliest record of the name “Pomeranian” is found in Voyage of Discovery Around the World, written by George Vancouver. He reported that on May 24, 1792, he had visited an Indian village where he had found a number of dogs “resembling those of Pomerania, though somewhat larger.” They were, he said, shaven close to the skin and the people had clothing and blankets made from their coats.


  







The Deutscher Kleinspitz, the smallest of the German Spitz breeds, resembles the Pomeranian, and in some places is still regarded as the same breed.
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EARLY USE 


Dogs of this kind were originally used mainly to control sheep and cattle, as well as to round up reindeer. They were known generally as Wolfspitz dogs and lie behind the Pomeranians, Schipperkes, German Spitzen, Samoyeds, Norwegian Elkhounds and Keeshonden we know today. Other names by which the breed’s ancestors were known were Fox-dog, Spitz-dog and Loup-Loup. Indeed one of the animals from which they offered protection for the flocks was the wolf, and it was said that such dogs never failed to attack with success!


 







The Deutscher Grossspitz, one of the largest of the German Spitz breeds, resembles the Pomeranian in coat and type but stands 16inches tall.
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The Pomeranian’s popularity in the America and UK has precluded the advancement of the German Kleinspitz in those countries.
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The Pomeranian not only was known in Western Europe but also was used in the cold wastelands of Russia and Siberia to pull sledges. Russia’s Laika, a dog known by many for its employ in space travel, also has similar ancestry to that of the Pomeranian. Indeed it is generally accepted that the Pomeranian derives from one of the northern Arctic spitz breeds. The Samoyed, found in Siberia along the shores of the Arctic Ocean, and the large white Pomeranian found earlier in Britain bore many similarities.







FASCINATING DESCRIPTION 


By the turn of the 20th century the Pomeranian was, however, a different dog in many ways.


Certainly it was no longer pulling sledges or herding sheep. By way of introduction to the breed, Herbert Compton’s description of the Pomeranian makes fascinating reading: “We weigh about 6 lb as a rule, and the only mutton we take care of is roasted, and on a plate. Moreover, the modern Pom, in conformity with the fashionable circles it has entered, has elaborated its wardrobe, and you shall find it wearing coats of many colors, to wit—white, black, gray, fawn, red, blue, chocolate, brown, beaver, sable, orange and particolored. Like a star-rocket, it has ascended aloft and burst into many tints, and very, very small splashes of them. It is no longer Brobdingnangian and blood-thirsting for the wolf, but Lilliputian and addicted to the lap. Moreover it has learned good manners and ceased to labor under the imputation of being snappish, untrustworthy and dangerous to children, as was its character not so long ago, being deemed affectionate, gentle and well-behaved. It has but to moderate the rancor of its tongue—in other words, to be less feverishly noisy—to become in every way a pattern for pet-dogs.”


 







The Schipperke of  Belgium also  derives from the  spitz family of  dogs. The breed is  usually seen in  solid black,  though other  colors such as  fawn and cream  also occur.
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FROM WOLF TO WOLFSPITZ


Dogs and wolves are members of the genus Canis. Wolves are known scientifically as Canis lupus while dogs are known as Canis domesticus. Dogs and wolves are known to interbreed. The term canine derives from the Latin-derived word Canis. The term dog has no scientific basis but has been used for thousands of years. The origin of the word dog has never been authoritatively ascertained.[image: 010]













COLOR 


The colors of the Pomeranian are wide-ranging and it seems that, in the past, several of the European countries specialized in different colors. The white Pomeranian was a native of France, while the red is believed to have come from Italy. Although black and white Pomeranians were to be found in the 19th century, these were seemingly rarely good specimens of the breed, creams and reds being the more popular colors then. In the 1880s, it was said that the breed in Britain was practically confined to white Pomeranians, their weight in the region of 9 kg (20 lb). However, from the author Dalziel, we learn that there was a strain of rich fawns kept in the neighborhood of Birmingham about 1860.


 
MEET THE SPITZEN


The Pomeranian derives from the family of dogs we know today as the German Spitzen, of which five breeds are recognized by Europe’s Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI). The largest of these is the German Wolfspitz, standing 18 in and possessing the characteristic spitz coat in a wolf gray coloration. The Deutscher Grossspitz, sometimes called the Giant or Great Spitz, stands at least 16 in and can be colored in any solid color. The Deutscher Mittelspitz (Standard), standing about 14 in; Kleinspitz (Small or Miniature), standing about 11 in; and Zwergspitz (Toy), standing about 8 in, complete the family. The Kleinspitz has retained the appellation Victorian Pomeranian, and the Zwergspitz is identical to the Pomeranian in size.
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In 1911, the first orange


Pomeranian in Britain was Offley Henry Drew who, mated to Eng. Ch. Mars, set the foundation for the orange color that was to become so popular. Not until the 1930s did a wide range of uniform colors become available in Britain, with orange becoming an especially fashionable color during the 20th century. Whites are now only seen occasionally, but blacks seem to have had something of a revival in the last twenty years.







SIZE 


Ancestors of today’s Pomeranian were considerably larger than this diminutive breed that now weighs only 4–5.5 lb. Some of these early dogs weighed as much as 40–50 lb, but size has been carefully bred down during the last 200 years or so. Queen Victoria’s dogs weighed on average around 2.7 lb.







EARLY INTEREST IN BRITAIN 


Queen Charlotte, who was the German wife of King George III, brought a pair of Pomeranians to Britain in 1767. Their names were Phoebe (also spelt Phebe) and Mercury. They lived in Kew in


West London, as did the artist Sir Thomas Gainsborough, thus many paintings of these royal dogs are to be found.


In 1870, the English Kennel Club officially recognized the Pomeranian as the “Spitzdog.” The breed was brought to the attention of Britain’s public when Queen Victoria became interested in the Pomeranian. Despite being Queen Charlotte’s granddaughter, she appears to have first discovered the breed in Italy when she traveled there in 1888. She obtained several such dogs in Florence, including Marco, with whom she achieved notable success at Crufts and elsewhere. Incidentally, Marco weighed 12 lb. A great lover of many different kinds of dogs, Queen Victoria owned a kennel of Pomeranians, bred under the prefix Windsor. Charles Henry Lane was invited to inspect Her Majesty’s kennels and, as one might expect, he spoke highly of their circumstances, every care and consideration being shown for the dogs’ happiness. He described the dogs primarily as what he termed “offcolors,” although some were exceedingly pretty. Although some were larger, most were what he called “small-medium.”
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THE POMERANIAN IN ART


The British Museum houses an ancient Greek bronze jar from the second century B.C. On it is engraved a group of winged horses and at their feet is a small dog of Pomeranian type. On a famous street in Athens was a representation of a small spitz dog leaping up to the daughter of the family as she was taking her leave. The date of this is 56 B.C.


The famous artist Sir Thomas Gainsborough is one of several who often portrayed Pomeranians in his paintings. In London’s Wallace Collection, there is a particularly famous painting of the actress Mrs. Robinson, who has a large white Pomeranian sitting by her side.





Some of these were exhibited at shows and there is rather an amusing of story of the time when Her Majesty wished to exhibit three Pomeranians of a color not usually shown in England. A special class was provided for her exhibits and two of them were lucky enough to be awarded joint first prize! So much did Queen Victoria love the breed that while she was dying, her Pomeranian, Turi, was always on her bed. Aided in part by Queen Victoria’s prominence, Britain’s interest in the breed grew.


  







From Vero Shaw’s  famous volume  The Book of the  Dog, this drawing  was entitled  “A Black  Pomeranian.”
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Mr. Gladstone was another prominent person who was much taken by the breed and is said to have owned a black Pomeranian. As the 20th century turned, there was a saying, “There’s money in Poms,” for they were selling for up to £250. Ounce for pound, Pomeranians were probably the most expensive breed of dog one could purchase. This said, supply soon overtook demand and the breed dropped rapidly in value. Pomeranians were bred from at a rapid rate, such as would certainly not be permitted by the English Kennel Club today.


A newspaper report gave an example of one bitch that whelped for the third time in May of 1903, when she was still under two years old. In her three litters, she had produced 24 puppies, all within the space of 54 weeks. Poor lady—it doesn’t bear thinking about!


A great deal of inbreeding was going on at that time, and some signs of degeneration were evident, such as a tendency toward apple heads in smaller sized specimens. These smaller Poms possessed heads quite out of keeping with the fox-headed requirement of the breed.


A 1904 account states, “There is no species of ladies’ pet-dog that has achieved such universal popularity in so short a time as the Pomeranian.” Early in the century, several prominent people in dogs expressed their views on the breed. For Miss Hamilton, who regularly took top honors in the breed, her ideal Pomeranian was “a bright little creature, sparkling all over with life and fun, devoted to his master or mistress, and sharing all their joys and sorrows as much as lies in a doggy’s power.” Miss Hamilton said she had come across many that had been almost human in their keenness of perception and expressed the utmost sympathy during times when their owners were distressed. She thought them as clever at tricks as Poodles but, though excitable by nature, they never allowed their anger to get the better of their discretion.



SHARING A CLASS IN THE UK


At Maidstone Show in 1882, Pomeranians and Maltese shared a class together. Then, at York and also at Henley-on-Thames the following year, Pomeranians and Poodles were exhibited alongside each other, a rather absurd arrangement! But to cap it all, at Hull in 1864, Pugs, King Charles or Blenheims and Pomeranians shared their class.





The Pomeranian Club drew up the first English breed standard in 1891, the year in which the club was founded. However, the larger specimens of the breed rather quickly fell out of fashion and, by the early years of the 20th century, breeders were already producing very small Pomeranians, more akin to the breed we recognize today.


In the beginning the breed was shown in two sizes, over and under 8 lb, but the larger size really failed to achieve a great deal of popularity. At Crufts in 1894, a resolution was passed that the weight of Pomeranians was to be divided thus: “Over and under 16 lb; over and under 7 lb. Those below 7 lb to be called Toys.” Today in Britain, the size called for in the breed standard is only 1.8–2 kg (4–4.5 lb) for dogs and 2–2.5 kg (4.5–5.5 lb) for bitches. At most shows, however, division was mainly by color, a system that continued for some years, but as breeders discovered that small whites were difficult to breed, this color lost ground.


 







This stuffed and  mounted  Pomeranian,  presented to the  British Museum of  Natural History in  1930, was named  Brownie.
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Sir Thomas  Gainsborough’s  portrait of the  well-known  actress, Mrs.  Robinson, with her  Pomeranian. Note  how much largerthe breed was in  days gone by.
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Entries at shows rose significantly from the breed’s early years in the show ring. In 1890, not a single Pomeranian was shown, but there were 14 in 1891 and by 1901 the number had risen to 60. Frequently there were over 50 Pomeranian entries at a show, and sometimes a popular judge could command an entry of around 100, making 25 or so entries per class. In 1905, there were 105 Pomeranians entered at a show, confirming the breed’s rapid rise in the popularity stakes.
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Gainsborough’s  “Pomeranian and  Puppy.”
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Ch. Eng. Boy Blue,  winner of 15  champion prizes,  circa 1906.
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In 1911, The Kennel Club attempted to stop trimming in all breeds, reasoning that dogs should be shown in a natural condition. As the Pomeranian is a trimmed breed, the coat appearing shaggy when the ears are covered with long hair, this caused uproar within breed circles and absurd proposals were made to circumvent the issue. Thankfully the situation did not last long, for in April 1913, The Kennel Club wrote to the Pomeranian Club asking if it wished the Pomeranian to be scheduled among breeds in which trimming was allowed.


  







Miss Alice  Horsfall and her  Poms, circa 1908.
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Two years later, The Kennel Club decided that all weights were to be registered together and that at Championship Shows only one set of Challenge Certificates (CCs) could be awarded. It had been suggested that the heavier dogs be registered as “Spitz.” The attempt to form a “Spitz” breed failed even though some registra-tions 







Center spread:  This lovely  photograph  depicts a young  lady surrounded  by her white  Pomeranians,  circa 1919.
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were made at that time. Still, in 1916, Certificates of Merit were offered by the Pomeranian Club for Pomeranians above 7 lb, an idea that was discontinued through lack of interest.


World War I caused great disruption among the world of dogs, and presumably because of the breed’s German connections, the Pomeranian fell out of favor. The breed had previously been the top Toy breed, but this position was taken over by the Pekingese and later, in 1962, by the Yorkshire Terrier. By the 1930s, the size of Pomeranians had dropped markedly, down to 9 lb, and by then the coat had developed its characteristic deep frilling.


  







Champion  Pomeranians  owned by Mrs.  Hall Walkers.  From left to  right: Eng. Ch.  Dainty Boy, Eng.  Ch. Gateacre  Bibury Bell and  Eng. Ch.  Gateacre Dainty  Belle. The  painting was by  famous dog  artist Maud  Earl, circa 1920.  The apple in  the foreground  effectively  gives size  perspective to  the dogs.
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Miss Hamilton’s famous kennel competed with Queen Victoria’s and divided most of the honors with the Royal kennels.




It was Miss Hamilton who won the first championship for a Pom.
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THE POMERANIAN IN AMERICA 


In the US, the first Pomeranian to be recorded by the American Kennel Club (AKC) was Dick, who was registered in 1888. The breed was recognized in America in 1900. That same year, English judge, L. P. C. Astley awarded the  first ever Best of Breed to a Pomeranian in this country. This was Mrs. Frank Smyth’s Nubian Rebel, later to become a champion in the breed.


By 1909, the American Pomeranian Club had been accepted as a member club of the AKC and was designated as the parent club for the breed. Not too long after, it hosted the country’s first Pomeranian specialty show at which another English judge, Mrs. L. C. Dyer, drew an entry of 138, finding her Best of Breed in the black Pomeranian, Ch. Canner Prince Charming.


The first regional Pomeranian specialty club was formed in the year 1912. This was the Western Pomeranian Club, formed in Chicago by Mrs. Hebden. Nine years later, in 1921, the American Pomeranian Club was incorporated.


During the 1930s, there was good attendance of Pomeranians at shows and a series of notable breeding lines were developed. By 1958 the first official breed magazine was launched. This was The Pomeranian Review, whose first editor was James Arima.


 







A spitz-like dog  from an engraved  bronze jar of  Greek workman-  ship from the  second century  B.C. It is on  display at the  British Museum in  London.
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From the 1920s,  Sunfire of Dara,  an orange Pom  bred by Mrs. E. B.  Goodall in 1928.
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The year 1961 was also a landmark in the history of the breed, for this was when the first American-bred bitch took Best in Show at an all-breed show. Bred by Mr. and Mrs. K. Terrel of Fort Worth, Texas, this clever bitch was Ch. Ridglea’s Luscious Retta.


The years in which different colors within the breed have won high accolades are also interesting to note. It was in the early 1970s that Ch. Silva Lade’s Gentle Ben was the first black Pomeranian to receive a Best in Show award, this at Penobscot Valley Kennel Club, but not until June 1981 was the first blue to be awarded the title of champion. This was Ch. Silva Lade’s The Enforcer, bred, owned and handled by Dianne Johnson of Baltimore. Just four years later, her Ch. Silva Lade’s Almond Joy was the first chocolate and tan to take its championship title. However, the breed had to wait until 1996 for the very first brindle Pomeranian to be awarded the title of champion. This was Ch. Jan Le’s Rumm Tumm Tigger, sired by Ch. Jan Le’s Willie Makit and out of Jan Le’s Quartrcup of Troubl, bred and owned by Judy Mahciz and Jane Lehtinen.


  







Webbun Fun and  Webbun Frolic  made their debut  at the Crufts Dog  Show in 1934 in  the Litter Class  for Poms. Both  were awarded  first prizes.
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In recent decades, Pomeranians have gained both conformation championship titles as well as top awards at obedience trials. The first to gain dual titles was Ch. Nino of Thelcolynn UD, owned by Mrs. P. E. Lambert of Arlington. The title UD indicates that the dog has qualified at the highest level of obedience, Utility Dog.


In February 1988, a Pomeranian was awarded Best in Show at the Westminster Kennel Club Show in New York City’s Madison Square Garden—another first for another Prince Charming! This was Olga Baker and Skip Piazza’s Ch. Great Elms Prince Charming II ROMX, HOF, sired by Ch. Cedarwood’s Image of Diamond and out of Great Elms Sweet Candy, ROMX. The judge on this great occasion was Michele Billings.


Pomeranians have also displayed their prowess in the field of good citizenship. The first Pom to achieve the Canine Good Citizen award was Margaret McKee’s Ch Idlewyld Lavalier CDX, CGC, HOF, who was also the first dual-titled Pomeranian bred from dual-titled parents. In the agility world, 1995 was the year in which the first Pomeranian won a Novice Agility title, this being Kassel’s Dandelion Down UD, NA (later OA), HOF, ROM. The following year, Ollie Blue Buster CDX, TD, OA, CGC, TT, GC was the clever Pomeranian that was the first to earn three performance titles.



“MAD DOG SCARE”


During a “mad dog scare” in New York, it was officially believed that Pomeranian-type dogs were responsible for the disease. In consequence, any dog vaguely resembling the breed was slaughtered. It is believed that the sharp-pointed muzzle may have been the reason behind this official decision regarding responsibility.






As years have gone by, Pomeranian registrations with the AKC have increased remarkably but, in the last few years, numbers have dropped slightly, though the breed is still in the top 10 or 15 in this country, registering between 25,000 to 30,000 or more!


While it is true that the early Pomeranians imported to the US from England were of the larger variety, today an average weight for a Pomeranian in America ranges between 3 and 8 lb. In the show ring, they tend to be between 4 and 6 lb. Some are even smaller, and are referred to as “Tiny” or “Teacup” size, though most breeders will not purposely breed to achieve such a particularly small specimen of the breed. This is because extreme smallness brings with it severe veterinary problems, added to which the lifespan is usually shorter. Conversely, several poorly bred Pomeranians can far exceed the weight limit set down in the breed standard and can be as much as 10 or even 15 lb.


 







Surrounded  by glory, Eng. Ch.  Montacute  Little Love, who  miraculously  became a  champion while  still a puppy, is  shown among  the trophies  won in 1933.



[image: 026]


 







The famous Eng. Ch.  Montacute Little  Love, the puppy  champion, was bred  and shown by Mrs.  Holroyd. The dog  was a great winner  in 1931, 1932 and  1933.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POMERANIAN


The Pomeranian is undoubtedly a breed with great appeal for those who want a small, compact, dainty dog with a happy, lively disposition, a big personality and a huge amount of energy. The breed’s intelligence and incredible energy compensate for its diminutive size and, of course, the Pomeranian’s dense double coat, found in a veritable array of colors, is the breed’s crowning glory.


It is said that the Pomeranian is a dog that is made to be spoiled, and that both dog and owner are happiest when this is so. Having said that, you should always be sensible about the way in which you spoil your Pom!


 







At seven months  of age, this Pom  is developing  his full adult  plumage. Like all  Poms, he appears  alert and  friendly.



[image: 028]







PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 


Today’s Pomeranian is a tiny dog and, contrary to most larger breeds of dog, males are generally smaller than females, but even then the maximum weight called for in the breed standard is 7 lb. The Pomeranian is a soundly made, compact little dog that moves briskly, with something of a proud, strutting charm that gives the impression that he has a great big heart inside his tiny frame.


The Pomeranian’s cute “foxy” head and charming expression are set off by tiny pricked ears. The profusely coated tail is carried well over the back, reaching to the head and helping to create the illusion of a circle.




COLOR AND COAT 


The colors of the Pomeranian are many and varied, and the choice is enormous, with colors ranging from white through orange to black. Colors of nose pigment also alter according to coat color.


 







The Pom’s profuse  outer coat is  harsh-textured  and protects the  body. Owners  must be prepared  to devote time to  the upkeep of this  beautiful coat.
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The profuse coat is a double one, with a soft, fluffy undercoat and straight, harsh-textured outer coat standing off from the body. Around the neck, on the chest and on the front of the shoulders, the coat is abundant and forms a frill. There is good feathering on the fore and hind legs, and the tail is covered with a profusion of long, harsh, spreading hair. This means that the coat does need attention, although grooming can undoubtedly be a pleasure for both dog and owner.







PERSONALITY 
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